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PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY IN 1938

T h i s  book is a com plete survey  of progress in the 
science and technology of petro leum  during  1938, so far 
as it has been recorded in published artic les and  patents. 
I t  is presented in a form  easy for reference and  study. 
Every aspect of petroleum  is dealt w ith  in tu rn  from 
geological theory  to  finished products. R elated  in
dustries, such as the  autom obile and  coal industries, 
are also reviewed in th e ir  re la tion  to  th e  petroleum 
industry itself.

The authors of th e  tw en ty -e igh t chap ters  are special
ists in their own subjects. T hey are constan tly  in 
touch w ith the lite ra tu re  and  qualified to  appreciate 
the significance of developm ents in  all p a rts  of the 
world. Each chap ter is in troduced  by  a general 
review.

The book is of value to  tw o classes of readers—those 
who require a detailed  com pilation of references in a 
specialist field, and  those who w an t a rap id  survey of 
progress over the  entire industry . B o th  classes will 
find th a t the book adequate ly  m eets th e ir  require
ments. The general arrangem ent an d  method of 
trea tm ent are indicated  by  th e  tab le  of contents and 
specimen pages which follow.

Overlapping betw een indiv idual chap ters  has been 
reduced as far as possible, a lthough  th e re  m ay be a few 
cases in which th is occurs, owing to  th e  necessity of 
rounding off a subject.

The technologist working in th e  field finds it difficult 
to obtain access to  th e  wide field of litera tu re  con
cerned w ith petroleum , even if he had  th e  tim e for its 
exam ination and  indexing. “ P etro leum  Technology 
in 1938 has perform ed th is service for him within 
the covers of a single book.
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Extracts from Press Reviews of Previous Volumes

Bulletin of the American Association of Petroleum  Geologists
A  com p ilation  o f ex ce llen t rev ie w s, su m m arizin g  th e  p ro gress o f  v a r io u s  p hases o f  p etro le u m  research  and 

techn ology. E a ch  o f the tw e n ty -sev en  ch a p te rs  is th e  w o rk  o f  an  o u ts ta n d in g  in d iv id u a l in  som e sp e c ia l field 
so  th at the au th orships alone p resen t an  im p osin g  g ro u p  o f nam es.

A  com prehensive b ib lio g rap h y  fo llo w s  ea ch  ch a p ter , so  th a t  th e  b o o k  b eco m es a  v a lu a b le  a d d itio n  to  ev ery  
p u b lic lib rary  as w ell as to a ll  w ho  are  in tere ste d  in  th e p etro le u m  in d u s try , a n d  is  en tit le d  to  ra n k  as  an  essential 
addition to petroleum  lite ratu re .

Journal of the Chemical, Metallurgical and Mining Society of South Africa
T h e p etroleum  techn ologist finds in  th is  b o o k  a  v e r y  v a lu a b le , concise re v ie w  o f th e  y e a r ’s progress in  every  

phase o f the su bject. H e, as w e ll as o th er  readers, w il l  find it  a  v e r y  v a lu a b le  referen ce b o o k . T h e  nam e anil 
su bject index at  the end o f th e  vo lu m e g r e a t ly  assist in  lo c a tin g  th e  su b je c ts  o f  esp ecial in tere st, an d  the com
prehensive lite ra tu re  referen ce w ill r a p id ly  en a b le  th e rea d er to  o b ta in  m o re d e ta ile d  in fo rm atio n .

T h e book contains som e v e ry  in tere stin g  s ta t is t ic a l  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  sh o u ld  p ro v e  o f  g rea t in tere st even  to 
those not d ire ct ly  concerned w ith  fu e l tech n o lo g y .

Naft Magazine
T hough p rim a rily  designed as a  referen ce b o o k  fo r  tech n o lo g ists  in  th e  p etro le u m  an d  a llie d  industries, the 

G eneral E d ito r  and the com p ilers are  to  be co n g ra tu la te d  on p resen tin g  th e ir  su b je c ts  in  a  v e r y  readable fashion, 
and the p rinters on th e good q u a lity  o f  th e  ty p e  a n d  o f fin ish  o f  th e  v o lu m e.

T he m an y a spects o f p etro leu m  tech n o lo g y  to u ch ed  u p o n  ran g e  f ro m  th e  p ro gress m ad e in  geoph ysical methods 
o f finding o il to  the w o rk  o f  d r illin g  an d  p ro d u ctio n  o f cru d e  o il, th e  co n s tru ctio n  a n d  o p eration  o f pipe-lines, as 
w e ll as o th er deve lo pm en ts in  tra n sp o rta tio n  b y  la n d  a n d  sea, a lso  im p ro v em e n ts  in  cra ck in g  processes, the 
production of n atu ra l gas, liquefied  p etro le u m  gases a n d  v ario u s o th e r  p ro d u cts , g en e ra l developm ents in regard 
to internal-com bustion engines, an d  th e  lo w -te m p eratu re  ca rb o n isa tio n  o f  co a l.

Shell Magazine
T echn ical ex p erts  in  the p etro le u m  in d u stry , b e  th e y  geo lo g ists, en g in eers o r  ch em ists, are now accustomed 

to lo ok  forw ard  to  th e p u b licatio n  o f  th e  In s t itu te  o f  P e tro le u m ’s a n n u al rev ie w .

T h ere is no d o u b t as to  th e g rea t v a lu e  o f  th is  p u b lica t io n , w h ich  c o v e rs  th e  tech n ica l developm ents in all 
branches o f the petroleum  an d  a llie d  in d u stries. I ts  w id e sco pe is  sp e c ia lly  w o r th y  o f  com m endation, as fu ll 
treatm ent is g iven  to  th e v ario u s tech n ica l a d v a n ce s  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o rld  w h e re v e r  a n y  developm ents of note 
have taken  place.

Road9 and Road Construction
T h e rapid  ad vances in  research  an d  tech n o lo g y  in a l l  b ran ch es o f  th e  p etro le u m  in d u stry  ca ll for a book 

w hich w ill present in sum m arised form  th e sa lien t featu re s  o f  p ro g ress y e a r  b y  y e a r . T h is  need is a b ly  met by 
the A n n u al R eview s o f  P etro leu m  T e c h n o lo g y  p u b lish ed  b y  th e  In s t itu te  o f  P etro le u m .

Chemical T rade Journal
Annu al ab stracts designed to  k eep  th e  sc ien tist an d  tech n o lo g ist  th o ro u g h ly  ab re a st o f  developm ents in their 

respective fields find one o f  th e ir  b est e x em p lificatio n s  in  th e v o lu m e u n d er n o te.

In a ll the ch ap ters w e h a ve  ex am in ed , co m p ression  o f su b je c t-m a tte r  h as been  a tta in e d  w ith o u t sacrifice of 
readability.

Industrial and Engineering Chemistry (News Edition)
T hese in valu ab le  y e a r ly  rev ie w s o f  p etro le u m  te ch n o lo g y  h a v e  b een  ca rried  o u t  fo r  th e  past 14 years.

A nyone w ith  even  the s lig h test in tere st in  h yd ro ca rb o n s o r  th e  o il in d u s try  sh o u ld  n o t fail to  have copies of 
these ye a r ly  review s.

Shipbuilding and Shipping Record
T h e o utstan d in g features o f  rap id  p ro gress m ad e in  research  a n d  te ch n o lo g y  in  th e  p etroleum  industry are 

a b ly  sum m arized ye ar b y  y e a r  b y  these a u th o r ita tiv e  a n n u al rev ie w s .

Gas Journal
One o f the m ost rem a rka b le  featu res o f th e  w o rk  is its  in te rn a tio n a l c h a ra c te r . R e vie w s o f progress are not 

lim ited  to d evelopm ents in E n g lish -sp eak in g  co u n tries, b u t  co v e r  th e  w o rld . T h e re  are , fo r  e x am p le, fu llre p o rts 
on the operation s o f syn th e tic  processes in G erm a n y , d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  c ra c k in g  in  U .S .S .R ., and a  concise record 
of geological and ex p lora tio n  w o rk  in a l l  co u n tries w h ere su ch  w o rk  has been  ca rr ie d  o u t .

T h e book is w ell-arran ged an d  h a n d y  fo r  referen ce.

Engineering
A ll interested in the p etroleum  in d u s try  lo ok  fo rw a rd  w ith  in te re st to  th is  rev ie w , in  w hich  the w h o le field is 

su rveyed  1 n a com p etent m an ner, th e  s u b je c t-m a tte r  b ein g  a lw a y s  c o n tr ib u te d  b y  a u th o rities  in the particular
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