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HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

CHAPTER VII.
T h e  p lace w hich W illiam  H enry, P rince  o f  O range N assau, c” ĵp- 

occu p ies in the  h istory o f  E ngland  and o f  m ankind is so great - 16SI'— 
that it m ay b e  desirable to  portray w ith som e m inuteness the  wittum, 
strong lineam ents o f  his character. * ohdj».0'

H e  w as now  in  his th irty-seventh  year. B u t both  in body nu ip_ 
and in m ind h e was o ld er  than other m en o f  tho sam e a g e . pearanco. 
In d eed  it  m ight b e  sa id  that he had never  b een  you n g. H is  
external appearance is alm ost as w ell know n to us as to  his 
ow n captains and cou n sellors. S cu lp to rs , p a in ters, and  
m edallists ex erted  their utm ost sk ill in  th e  w ork o f  trans
m itting his features to p o ster ity ; and h is features w ere such as 
no artist cou ld  fail to  se iz e , and  such a s , on ce  se e n , could  
never b e  forgotten . H is nam e at once calls up b efore u s a  
slend er and  feeb le  fram e, a lo fty  and  am ple fo reh ea d , a  nose  
curved like th e  beak o f  an e a g le , and eye  rivalling that o f  an 
eag le  in brightness and k een n ess , a  thoughtfu l and som ew hat 
su llen  b row , a firm and som ew hat p eev ish  m outh , a cheek  
p a le , th in , and d eep ly  furrow ed b y  sickn ess and by care.
T h a t p en siv e , se v ere , and solem n asp ect cou ld  scarcely have 
b elo n g ed  to a happy or a  good-hum oured  m an. B u t it ind icates

* The chief m aterials from which I have taken my description of the 
Prince of Orange will be  found in Burnet’s H istory, in Tem ple’s and 
Gourville’s M em oirs, in the Negotiations of the Counts of E slrades and 
Avaux, in Sir George Downing's Letters to Lord Chancellor Clarendon, 
in W agcnaar’s voluminous H istory, in Van H am per’s K arakterkunde der 
Vadcrlandsche G escbiedenis, a n d , above a ll ,  «1 W illiam ’s own confi
dential correspondence, of which the Duke of Portland perm itted Sir 
Jam es M ackintosh to take a copy. 

ifucattlay, H istory. 111. 1
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c h a p .  i n  a m anner n o t to b e  m istaken capacity equal to the  m ost 
■■ )t8I."  arduous en terp rises, and fortitude n ot to b e shaken  by re

verses or dangers, 
nu cany N ature bad  largely  endow ed  W illiam  w ith th e  qualities
einc*-d a great ru ler; and ed ucation  had  d evelop ed  those  qualities
tioa. in no com m on d eg ree . W ith  strong  natural se n se , and rare 

force o f  w ill, h e  found h im se lf, w hen first his m ind b egan  to 
op en , a fatherless and m otherless c h ild , the  c h ie f  o f  a great 
but d ep ressed  and d isheartened  party', and the  h eir to vast  
and  indefin ite p reten sion s, which ex c ited  the  dread  and  
aversion o f  the oligarchy then  suprem o in  the U n ite d  P ro 
v in ces. T h e  com m on p e o p le , fond ly  a ttach ed  during a 
century to  his h o u se , in d ica ted , w h en ever  they  saw h im , in 
a m anner n ot to b e  m istaken , that they  regard ed  him  as their  
rightfu l head . T h e  ab le and ex p erien ced  m inisters o f  the  
rep u b lic , m ortal enem ies o f  bis n a m e , cam e every  day to pay  
their fe ign ed  civ ilities to h im , and to ob serve th e  p rogress  
o f  his m ind. T h e  first m ovem ents o f  h is am bition  w ere care
fully  w a tc h e d : every unguarded w ord  u ttered  b y  him  was 
noted  d o w n ; nor had he near him  any adviser on w h ose ju d g 
m ent relian ce cou ld  be p laced . l i e  was scarcely  fifteen  years 
old  w hen all th e  dom estics w ho w ere a ttach ed  to his in terest, 
or w ho en joyed  any share o f  his con fid en ce, w ere  rem oved  
from  under h is ro o f  b y  the jea lou s govern m en t. H e  rem on
strated  w ith  en ergy  b eyon d  h is y ea rs , but in  vain . V ig ilan t  
observers saw th e  tears m ore than on ce rise in  th e  eyes o f  the  
you n g state prisoner. H is h e a lth , naturally d e lic a te , sank  
for a  tim e under the em otions w hich his d eso late  situation  had  
prod u ced . S u ch  situations b ew ilder and unn erve the  w eak, 
but call forth  all th e  strength  o f  the stron g . Surrounded by 
snares in w hich an ordinary youth  w ould  have perished, 
W illiam  learned  to tread  at on ce  warily and firm ly. L ong  
b efore h e  reach ed  m anhood h e  knew  how  to k eep  secrets, 
h ow  to bafilo curiosity by dry and guarded  an sw ers, how  to  
conceal all passions under the sam e show  o f  grave tranquillity . 
M eanw hile h e m ade little  proficiency in  fash ionab le or literary  
accom plishm ents. T h e  m anners o f  th e  D utch  n ob ility  o f  that 
age w anted the grace w hich was found  in the h ig h est perfec-
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tion am ong the gen tlem en  o f  F rance, and w hich , in an in ferior c h a p . 
d eg ree , em bellished  th e  Court o f  E n glan d ; and his m anners ■ 

w ere a ltogeth er  D u tch . E ven  his countrym en thou gh t him  
blunt. To foreigners h e  o ften  seem ed  churlish. In  his in ter
course w ith  th e  w orld  in gen era l h e  appeared  ignorant or 
n eg lig en t o f  those  arts which d ouble the value o f  a favour and  
take aw ay the sting o f  a refusal. H e  was little  in terested  in  
letters or sc ien ce . T h e  d iscoveries o f  N ew ton  and L eibn itz, 
the poem s o f  D ryden  and B o ile a u , w ere unknow n to him . 
D ram atic perform ances tired  h im ; and h e  was g lad  to turn  
aw ay from  th e sta g e  and to talk  about p ub lic  affairs, while 
O restes was ra v in g , or w hile  T artuffe w as pressin g  Elm ira’s 
hand. H e  had in d eed  som e ta len t for sarcasm , and n o t seldom  
em p loyed , quite u n con sciou sly , a natural rh eto r ic , quaint, 
in d e e d , but v igorous and orig inal. H e  did n o t, how ever, 
in the  lea st  affect the  character o f  a w it or o f  an orator. H is 
attention  had been  confined to th o se  studies w hich form  
strenuous and sagacious m en o f  bu sin ess. From  a ch ild  ho  
listen ed  w ith in terest w hen h igh  questions o f  a lliance, finance, 
and w ar w ere d iscu ssed . O f  geom etry  ho learned  as m uch  
as w as necessary for the construction  o f  a  ravelin or a horn- 
w ork. O f la n gu ages, by th e  h elp  o f  a m em ory singularly  
p ow erfu l, ho learned  as m uch as was n ecessary  to  enable him  
to  com prehend  and answ er w ithout assistance everyth in g  that 
w as said to  h im , and every  letter  w hich h e  rece iv ed . T h e  
D utch  was his own ton gu e. H e u nderstood  L atin , Italian, 
and Spanish . H e  sp ok e and w rote F ren ch , E n g lish , and  
G erm an, in e leg a n tly , it is tru e , and in ex a ctly , but fluently  
and in te llig ib ly . N o  qualification cou ld  b e  m ore im portant 
to  a man w h ose  life  w as to b e  p assed  in organizing great a lli
ances , and in com m anding arm ies assem b led  from  different 
countries.

O ne class o f  philosophical questions had b een  forced  on in. is co
ins attention  by circum stances, and seem s to have interested  
him m ore than m ight have b een  ex p e c te d  from  his general 
character. A m on g the P rotestants o f  th e  U n ited  P rovinces, 
as am ong the  P rotestants o f  our is la n d , there w ere two great 
relig iou s parties w hich a lm ost exactly  coin cid ed  with two
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great po litical parties. T h e  ch iefs o f  the m unicipal oligarchy  
w ere A rm inians, and w ere com m only regard ed  b y  the  m ulti
tude as litt le  b etter  than P ap ists . T h e  prin ces o f  O range had  
gen erally  been  the patrons o f  th eC alv in istic  d ivin ity, and ow ed  
no sm all part o f  their popularity to the ir  zea l for the doctrines  
o f  e lection  and final p ersev era n ce , a zea l n o t alw ays en
ligh ten ed  b y  k n ow led ge or tem p ered  b y  hum anity. W illiam  
had b een  carefu lly  in structed  from  a ch ild  in th e  th eo log ica l 
system  to  w hich h is fam ily w as a tta ch ed , and regard ed  that 
system  with even  m ore than th e  partiality  w hich m en  gen era lly  
feel for a hereditary faith . H e  had rum inated on th e  great 
enigm as w hich had  b een  d iscussed  in th e  S ynod  o f  D o r t , and 
h ad  found in the austere and in flex ib le lo g ic  o f  th e  G en evese  
Bchool som eth ing w hich su ited  his in te llec t and his tem per. 
T h a t exam ple o f  in tolerance in d eed  w hich  som e o f  his p red e
cessors had se t  he  n ever im itated . F o r  all persecution  he felt 
a fixed  aversion , w hich h e  avow ed, n o t on ly  w here the avow al 
w as obviously  p o litic , but on occasions w here it seem ed  that 
his in terest w ould  have b een  prom oted  by d issim ulation  or by  
silen ce . H is theo log ica l o p in io n s, how ever, w ere  even  m ore  
d ecid ed  than th o se  o f  h is an cestors. T h e  ten e t o f  predestina
tion  was the k eyston e o f  h is re lig ion . H e  often  declared  that, 
i f  h e  w ere to abandon that te n e t, h e  m ust abandon w ith  it all 
b e lie f  in a superin tend ing P ro v id e n c e , and m ust b ecom e a  
m ere E picurean . E x c ep t in this s in g le  instance, all the  sap o f  
his v igorou s m ind was early drawn aw ay from  the speculative  
to the  p ractical. T h e  facu lties w hich  are n ecessary for the  
conduct o f  im portant business ripened  in  him  at a  tim e o f  life  
w hen  they have scarcely  b egu n  to b lossom  in ordinary m en. 
S in ce  O ctavius the  w orld had seen  no such instance o f  p reco 
cious statesm anship . Sk ilfu l d iplom atists w ere  surprised to 
hear the  w eighty  observations w hich  at sev en teen  the P rince  
m ade on public affa irs, and  still m ore surprised  to  se e  a lad, 
in  situations in  which h e  m ight have b een  exp ected  to betray  
strong p assion , p reserve a com posure a3 im perturbable as 
their ow n. A t  e ig h teen  h e  sate am ong the fathers "of the com 
m onw ealth, grave, d iscreet, and jud icious as th e  o ld est am ong  
them . A t  tw en ty -on e, in  a day o f  g loom  and terror , h e  was
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p laced  at the head  o f  the adm inistration. A t tw enty-three he  
was renow ned throughout E urope as a so ld ier  and a politician . —
H e had put dom estic  factions under his fee t:  he was the  soul 
o f  a  m ighty coalition ; and he had  con ten d ed  w ith honour in 
the field  against som e o f  th e  g rea test gen era ls o f  the age.

H is personal tastes w ere those rather o f  a warrior than o f  “ ¡JJ" 
a statesm an: but h e , lik e  h is greatgran d fath er, the silen t imcj-  
prince w ho foun d ed  the B atavian com m onw ealth , occup ies a ' u'DI' 
far h igher place am ong statesm en than am ong warriors. T h e  
event o f  battles, in d eed , is n o t an u nfailing test o f  the abilities  
o f  a com m ander; and it  w ou ld  b e  peculiarly unjust to apply 
this test to W illiam : for it was h is fortune to b e  alm ost always 
opp osed  to captains w ho w ere consum m ate m asters o f  their  
art, and  to troops far superior in  d iscip line to his ow n. Y et  
there is reason  to b e liev e  that h e  w as b y  no m eans eq u al, as a 
general in  the  fie ld , to som e w ho ranked far below  him  in  in 
tellectu a l pow ers. T o  th o se  w hom  h e trusted  h e  spoke on  
this su b ject w ith  the m agnanim ous frankness o f  a man w ho had  
d one great th in gs , and w ho cou ld  w ell afford to  acknow ledge  
som e defic ien cies. H e  had  n ev er , h e  sa id , served  an ap
prenticesh ip  to  the m ilitary profession . H e  had  b een  p laced , 
w hile still a b o y , at the h ead  o f  an arm y. A m on g his officers 
there had b een  none com p etent to instruct h im . H is own 
blunders and their con sequ en ces had b een  h is on ly  lesson s.
“ I  w ould  g iv e ,”  h e  on ce  ex c la im ed , ‘‘a g o o d  part o f  my 
estates to have served  a few  cam paigns under th e  P rin ce  o f  
Condd b efore  I had to  com m and against h im .”  I t  is n o t im
probable that th e  circum stance w hich preven ted  W illiam  from  
attaining any em inent d exterity  in  strategy  m ay h ave been  
favourable to  the  gen era l v igour o f  his in te llec t. I f  h is battles 
w ere not those  o f  a great tactic ian , th ey  en titled  him  to b e  
called  a great m an. N o  d isaster cou ld  for  one m om ent d e
prive him o f  his firm ness or o f  the entire p o ssess ion  o f  all his 
facu lties. H is d efea ts w ere rep aired  w ith  such  m arvellous 
celerity th a t, b efore  h is enem ies had  su n g  th e  T e  D eu m , he  
w as again ready for conflict; nor did h is adverse fortune ever  
deprive him o f  the resp ect and con fidence o f  h is soldiers.
That respect and confidence he owed in no small measure to
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his personal courage. C ourage, in the  d egree  w hich is n e 
cessary to carry a so ld ier w ithout d isgrace through a cam
p a ig n , is p o ssessed , or m ight, under proper tra in in g , b e ac
qu ired , b y  th e  great m ajority o f  m en. B u t cou rage lik e  that 
o f  W illiam  is rare in d eed . H e  was proved  b y  every  test; by  
w ar, by w ou n d s, b y  painful and dep ressin g  m alad ies, b y  
rag in g  se a s , b y  th e  im m inent and constant risk  o f  assassina
tion , a risk  w hich has shaken very strong  n erv es , a risk w hich  
severely  tried  even  the adam antine fortitude o f  C rom w ell. 
Y et n on e cou ld  ever  d iscover  w hat that thing w as w hich the  
P rince  o f  O range feared . H is advisers cou ld  w ith  d ifficulty  
induce him  to take any precaution against the p isto ls and  
daggers o f  conspirators.*  O ld sailors w ere am azed  at the  
com posuro w hich h e  p reserved  am idst roaring breakers on a 
perilous coast. In battle  h is bravery m ade him  conspicuous  
even  am ong tens o f  thousands o f  brave w arriors, drew  forth  
th e  gen erou s applause o f  h ostile  arm ies, and was never q u es
tioned  even  b y  th e  injustice o f  h ostile  factions. D uring  h '13 
first cam paigns h e  exp osed  h im se lf lik e a man w ho sou gh t for 
d eath , w as always forem ost in the  charge and last in th e  re
trea t, fought, sw ord in hand, in the th ickest press, and, w ith  
a m usket ball in his arm and the b lood  stream ing over his 
cuirass, still stood  h is ground and w aved  his hat under the  
h ottest fire. H is friends adjured  him  to take m ore care o f  a  
life invaluable to h is country; and h is  m ost illustrious an
tagonist, the great C ondd, rem ark ed , after the  b lo o d y  day o f  
SeneflT, that the  P rince  o f  O range had in all th ings borne 
h im self like an o ld  g en era l, excep t in exp o sin g  h im se lf  lik e  a 
you n g sold ier. W illiam  d en ied  that h e  w as gu ilty  o f  tem erity . 
I t  w a s , he sa id , from  a sen se  o f  duty and on a co o l calculation

* William was earnestly  in trra ted  by his friends, after the peace of 
Ityswick, to speak seriously to the F rench am bassador abou t Ihe schemes 
of assassination which the Jacobites of St. Germ ains were constantly 
contriving. The cold m agnanim ity with which these intimations of 
danger were received is singularly  characteristic . To B entinck, who 
bad sent from Paris very alarm ing  intelligence, W illiam m erely replied, 
a t the end of a long le tter of b u sin ess , — “  Pour les assasins je  ne luy en 
ay pas voulu p a rlo r, crolant quc c ’dtolt au desous dc m oy." Slay 
1698, I keep the original orthography , if it is to be so called-
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o f  what th e  public in terest required that he  was alw ays a t th e  cJi*p. 
post o f  danger. T h e  troops w hich h e  com m anded had b een  l687 
little  u sed  to w a r , and shrank from  a c lo se  encounter w ith the  
veteran so ld iery  o f  F ran ce. I t  was necessary that their leader  
should show  them  how  battles w ere to b e  w on . A n d  in truth  
m ore than on e day w hich  had  seem ed  h op elessly  lost was 
retrieved  by the hardihood w ith w hich he rallied  his broken  
battalions and cut dow n w ith h is own hand the cow ards w ho  
se t the exam ple o f  fligh t. S o m etim es, h ow ev er , it seem ed  
that he had a stran ge p leasure in ven tur ing  his p erson. It was 
rem arked that his spirits w ere never  so  high and his manners 
never so gracious and  easy  as am idst the  tum ult and carnage  
o f  a b a ttle . E ven  in  his pastim es h e  lik ed  the excitem en t o f  
danger. C ards, ch e ss , and  billiards gave him  no p leasure.
T h e  chase w as his favourite recreation; and h e loved  it m ost 
w hen it was m ost hazardous. H is leaps w ere som etim es such  
that h is b o ld est com panions d id  n ot lik e  to fo llow  him . H e  
seem s even  to h ave thought the  m ost hardy field  sports o f  
E ngland  effem in ate , and  to  have pined  in th e  G reat Park o f  
W in d sor for th e  gam e w hich lie  had b een  u sed  to drive to  bay  
in th e  forests o f  G u eld ers, w o lv es , and  wild b o ars, and huge  
stags w ith six teen  antlers.*

T h e  audacity o f  h is sp irit was th e  m ore rem arkable b e- hi» tor« 
cause his physical organization  w as unusually d elicate. F rom  ameer, 
a ch ild  h e  had b een  w eak  and sick ly . In  th e  prim e o f  m an- 
h ood  his com plaints had b een  aggravated  by%a severe attack  
o f  sm all p o x . H e  w as asthm atic and consum ptive. H is slender  
frame was shaken by a constant hoarse cou gh . H o cou ld  not 
sleep  unless h is head  was propped  b y  several p illo w s, and  
cou ld  scarcely  draw his breath in any bu t the purest air.
Cruel headaches frequently  tortured h im . E xertion  soon  fa-

’ From W indsor he wrote to Ilcn tinck , then am bassador at Paris.
“ J ’ay pris avanl h ier un cerf dans la forest avec les chains du P r. de 
Denm. e t ay fait un asse t jo lie  cbasse , au tan t quo ce vilain paiis le 
perm est.” iC98. The spelling is b a d , bu t not worse than
Napoleon’s. M iliiam  wrote in be tte r hum our from Loo. “ N ousavons 
pris deux gros cerfs , le prem ier dans D orew aert, qui cst un des plus 
gros que je  sache avoir jam ais p ris. II porte seize." j jjjy j-  1C8L
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C\ u ' '  t!Su ed  T h e  physicians constantly k ep t up the hopes o f
' ~ c¿i7~ h ‘s enem ies by fix ing som e date b ey o n d  w h ich , i f  there w ere  

anything certain in  m ed ica l sc ie n c e , it w as im possib le that his 
broken constitution  cou ld  h o ld  out. Y et, through a life  which  
w as on e lon g  d isea se , tho force  o f  h is m ind never  fa ile d , on  
any great o cca sio n , to bear up h is suffering and languid b od y . 

C oldness H e was born with v io len t passions and quick  sensib ilities: 
manners h u t th e  strength  o f  h is em otions w as not su sp ected  by the  
strength 'world. From  the m ultitude his jo y  and his gr ief, h is affection  
o f his and h is resen tm en t, w ere h idden  b y  a ph legm atic serenity, 

o tons. wj1;cjl  m aj e ijjjn p asg for t jje m os(; co ld -b lo o d ed  o f  m ankind. 
T h o se  w ho brought him  g o o d  new s cou ld  se ldom  d etec t  any  
sign  o f  p leasure. T h o se  w ho saw him after a d efeat lo o k ed  in 
vain for any trace o f  vexation . H e  praised and reprim anded, 
rew arded  and p u n ish ed , w ith th e  stern  tranquillity o f  a  M o
haw k ch ie f: but those  w ho knew  him  w ell and  saw  him  near  
w ere aware that under all th is ice  a fierce fire w as constantly  
burn ing. I t  w as se ldom  that anger d eprived  him o f  pow er  
over h im self. B u t w hen h e w as really  enraged  th e  first out
break  o f  his passion w as terrib le . I t  w as in d eed  scarcely  safe  
to  approach h im . On these  rare occasion s, h ow ever, as soon  
as h e  rega in ed  his s e lf  com m and, h e  m ade such am ple repara
tion to those w hom  h e  had w ron ged  as tem pted  them  to wish  
that h e  w ould g o  into a fury again . H is affection w as as im 
p etuous as h is wrath. W here h e  lo v e d , he lo v ed  with tho  
w h ole  en ergy  o f  his strong m ind. W hen  death separated  him  
from  w hat he lo v e d , th e  few  w ho w itnessed  h is agon ies trem 
b led  for h is reason  and his life . T o  a very  sm all circle  o f  in 
tim ate fr ien d s, on  w h ose fidelity  and  secrecy  h e  could  ab
so lu tely  d epend , he was a d ifferent m an from  the reserved  and  
sto ica l W illiam  w hom  the m ultitude supposed  to b e  destitute  
o f  human fee lin g s. H e  w as k in d , cord ia l, o p en , ev en  con 
vivial and jo c o se , w ould  s it  at table m any h ou rs, and w ould  

nu b ear his full share in festive  conversation . H ig h est in his 
•hii°for l"avour stood  a gentlem an o f  h is h ou seh o ld  nam ed B entinck , 
Benunck. sprung from  a n ob le B atavian  r a c e , and  d estin ed  to  b e  the  

foun d er o f  one o f  the great patrician h ou ses o f  E nglan d . T h o  
fidelity  o f  B entin ck  had  been  tried  b y  no com m on test. It
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was w hile th e  U n ite d  P rov in ces w ere struggling for ex isten ce  
against the  F rench  pow er that th e  you n g  P rince  on w hom  all - 
their h op es w ere fixed  was se ized  b y  th e  sm all p o x . T h a t  
d isease had  b een  fatal to m any m em bers o f  h is fam ily , and at 
first w o re , in  h is c a se , a peculiarly m alignant asp ect. T h e  
public consternation  was great. T h e  streets o f  th e  H ague  
w ere crow ded from  daybreak to sunset by p ersons anxiously  
asking how  his H igh n ess was. A t len gth  h is com plaint took  
a favourable turn. H is escape w as attributed  partly to his 
own singular equan im ity , and partly to the  intrepid  and inde- 
la tigab le  friendship o f  B entin ck . From  the hands o f  B entinck  
alone W illiam  to o k  fo o d  and m ed ic in e . B y  B entin ck  
alone W illiam  w as lifted  from  his b ed  and laid dow n in it. 
“ W h ether B e n tin ck  sle p t or n o t w hile I w as ill,”  said  W illiam  
to T e m p le , w ith  great ten d e rn ess , “ I  know  n o t. B u t  this 
I  k n o w , th a t, through  six teen  days and n ig h ts , I  n ever  on ce  
called  for anything but that B en tin ck  w as instantly  a t my 
s id e .”  B e fo re  the  faithful servant had entirely perform ed his 
ta sk , h e  had  h im se lf caught the contagion . S till, how ever, 
h e  b ore up against drow siness and fev er  till his m aster w as 
pron ou n ced  con valescen t. T h e n , a t le n g th , B en tin ck  asked  
lea v e  to g o  h om e. I t  w as tim e: for his lim bs w ould  no longer  
support him . H e  w as in  g rea t d an ger, bu t reco v e red , and, 
as soon  as h e  le ft  his b e d , hasten ed  to  the arm y, w here, 
during many sharp cam p aigns, h e  w as ever fou n d , as h e  had  
b een  in p eril o f  a different k in d , c lo se  to W illiam ’s sid e .

Such  w as the origin  o f  a friendship  as warm and  pure as 
any that ancient or m odern  h istory  records. T h e  descendants  
o f  B en tin ck  still p reserve  m any letters w ritten b y  W illiam  to 
their an cestor: an d  it  is n o t too  m uch to say that no person  
w ho has n ot stud ied  those  letters can form  a correct notion  o f  
th e P r in c e ’s character. H e  whom  ev en  his adm irers gen erally  
accou n ted  the  m ost d istant and frigid  o f  m en here forgets all 
distinctions o f  ran k , and pours out all h is thoughts w ith  
the ingenuousness o f  a scho o lb o y . H e  im parts w ithout reserve  
secrets o f  the h ig h est m om ent. H e exp lains w ith  perfect 
sim plicity vast designs affecting all the governm ents o f  E u
rope. M ingled  w ith his com m unications on such  subjects are

c ru p .
VII.
1687.
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other com m unications o f  a very  d ifferent, but perhaps not o f  
a less in terestin g  k ind . A ll h is ad ven tu res, all his personal 
fe e lin g s , his lo n g  runs after enorm ous s ta g s , h is carousals on  
S t. H ubert’s d a y , the grow th o f  his p lan tation s, the failuro  
o f  his m elo n s, the state o f  his s tu d , his w ish to procure an 
easy pad nag for his w ife , h is v exation  at learn ing that one o f  
his h o u seh o ld , after ru in ing a g irl o f  g o o d  fam ily , refused  to 
marry h er , his fits o f  sea-sick ness, h is cou gh s, h is headaches, 
his d evotional m o o d s, his gratitude for the d iv ine p rotection  
after a groat esca p e , h is stru ggles to subm it h im se lf to the  
divine w ill after a d isaster , arc describ ed  w ith an am iable  
garrulity hardly to have b een  exp ected  from  th e m o st d iscreet 
and sedate  statesm an o f  the a g e . S till m ore rem arkable is 
th e  careless effusion o f  his ten d e rn ess , and th e  brotherly  
in terest w hich h e takes in his friend’s dom estic felicity . 
W hen an h eir is born to B en tin ck , “ h e  w ill l iv e , I h o p e ,” 
says W illiam , “ to b e  as goo d  a fellow  as y o u  are; a n d , i f  I 
should have a so n , our ch ildren  w ill love each  o th er , I h op e, 
as w e have d o n e .”  * T hrou gh  life  h e  continues to  regard  the  
litt le  B entin ck s with paternal k in dn ess. H o calls them  b y  
endearing d im inutives: h e takes charge o f  them  in their 
father’s ab sen ce , and, though  v ex ed  at b ein g  forced  to refuse  
them  any p leasu re , will n ot suffor them  to go  on a hunting  
p arty , w here there w ould b e  risk o f  a  push from  a stag ’s horn, 
or to  s it  up late at a riotous supper.** W h en  the ir  m other is 
taken  ill during h er  husband’s a b sen ce , W ilia m , in th e  m idst 
o f  business o f  the  h igh est m om en t, finds tim e to  send  off 
several exp resses in one day w ith  short n o tes containing  
in te lligen ce  o f  her sta te .’ ** O n o n e  o cca sio n , w hen she is 
pronounced  out o f  danger after a severe  a ttack , th e  P rince  
breaks forth  into fervent exp ression s o f  gratitude to G od . 
“ I w r ite ,” he says, “ with tears o f  jo y  in  m y e y e s .”  f  T hero  

* March 3. 1679.
’* “ Voilà en peu de mot le  detail de nostre St. H ubert. E t j ’ay eu 

soin que M. W oodstoc” (Bentinck's eldest son) “ n 'a  point esté à la 
chasse , bien moin au so u p é , auoyqu’ii fut icy. Vous pouye^pourtant 
c ro ire  que de n'avoir pas chasse l 'a  un peu m ortifié , m ais je  ne l’a y pas 
ausé prendre su r moy, puisque vous m’aviez dit que vous ne le souhai
tiez pas." From boo, Nov. 4. 1691.

••• ü n  the U lh  ol Juuc, 16SS. f  Sept. 6. 1679.
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is a singular charm  in such le tter s , p enned  by a man w h ose c"*r'- 
irresistib le energy and in flex ib le  firm ness ex torted  the resp ect | 687- 
o f  h is en em ies, w hoso co ld  and ungracious dem eanour  
repelled  the attachm ent o f  alm ost all his partisans, and w hose  
m ind w as occu p ied  by g igantic schem es w hich have changed  
the face  o f  th e  w orld .

H is k indness w as n ot m isplaced. B entinck  was early  
pronounced  b y  T em p le  to  b e  th e  b est and truest servant that 
ever prince had th e  g o o d  fortune to p o ssess , and continued  
through life  to m erit that honourable character. T h e  friends 
w ere in d eed  m ade for each other. W illiam  w anted  neither a 
g u id e nor a flatterer. H avin g  a firm and ju st  reliance on his 
ow n ju d g m en t, h e  w as n ot partial to counsellors w ho dealt 
m uch in su ggestion s and ob jection s. A t the samo tim e he had  
too m uch discernm ent, and too m uch elevation  o f  m ind, to be  
gratified  b y  sycoph an cy . T h e  confidant o f  such a prince 
ought to b e  a m a n , n o t o f  inventive genius or com m anding  
sp irit, but brave and fa ith fu l, capable o f  execu tin g  orders 
p un ctu ally , o f  k eep in g  secrets in v io lab ly , o f  observing facts 
v ig ilan tly , and o f  reporting them  tru ly; and such a  man was 
B entinck .

W illiam  w as not less  fortunate in  m arriage than in friend- praT ’tM 
sh ip . Y e t  h is m arriage had not at first prom ised m uch of 
d om estic  happiness. H is ch o ice  had b een  determ ined  chiefly  
by p olitical considerations: nor d id  it  seem  lik ely  that any  
strong affection  w ould  grow  up betw een  a handsom e g irl o f  
s ix te e n , w ell d isposed  in d e e d , and naturally in te llig en t, but 
ignorant and sim p le, and a bridegroom  w h o , though  h e had 
n o t com p leted  h is tw en ty-e igh th  y e a r , was in  constitution  
old er  than her fa th er , w h ose  m anner was ch illin g , and w hose  
h ead  w as constantly  occup ied  b y  p ub lic  bu sin ess or by field  
sports. F o r  a tim e W illiam  was a  n eg lig en t husband. H e  
was in d eed  drawn aw ay from his w ife b y  other w om en , par
ticularly b y  on e o f  her lad ies, E lizabeth  V illiers, w ho, though  
d estitute o f  personal attractions, and disfigured b y  a hideous 
squ in t, p o ssessed  ta len ts w hich w ell fitted  her to partake his 
cares.*  H e  was in d eed  asham ed o f  h is errors, and spared no 

* See Swift’s account of her in the Journal to Stella.
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pains to concea l them : b u t, in  sp ite  o f  all his precautions, 
M ary w ell knew  that lie  was n o t strictly  faithful to her. Sp ies  
and ta le-b earers, encouraged  by h er  fa th er , d id  their  b est to 
inflam e her resentm ent. A  m an o f  a  very  d ifferent character, 
th e  ex ce llen t K en , w ho was h er  chaplain at the H agu e during  
som e m onth s, w as so  m uch in cen sed  by h er  w rongs that he, 
w ith m ore zeal than d iscretion , threatened  to  reprim and her 
husband severe ly .*  S h e , h o w ev er , bore h er injuries w ith  a 
m eekness and  p atience w hich d ese rv ed , and gradually  ob 
ta in ed , W illiam ’s esteem  and gratitude. Y e t  there still 
rem ained one cause o f  estrangem ent. A  tim e w ould  probab ly  
com e w hen  the  P rin cess , w ho had b een  ed u ca ted  on ly  to  
w ork em broidery, to play on the sp inet, and  to read  th e  B ib le  
and the W h ole  D u ty  o f  M an , w ould b e  the  c h ie f  o f  a great 
m onarchy, and w ould  h o ld  the balance o f  E u ro p e , w liilo her  
lo rd , am bitious, versed  in affairs, and  b en t on great en ter 
prises , w ou ld  find in  the  B ritish  govern m en t no p lace  m arked  
ou t for h im , and w ould h o ld  pow er on ly  from  h er b ounty  and 
during her p leasure. It is n ot strange tha t a  man so fond  o f  
authority as W illiam , and so conscious o f  a g en iu s for com 
m and , shou ld  have strongly  fe lt  that jea lo u sy  w h ich , during  
a  few  hours o f  roya lty , put d issension  b etw een  G uildford  
D u d ley  and the L ady .Jane, and w hich prod u ced  a rupture 
still m ore tragical betw een  D arn ley  and th e  Q ueen  o f  S co ts . 
T h e  P rincess o f  O range had  n ot the  fa in test susp icion  o f  her  
husband’s fee lin g s. H er precep tor , B ish op  C om p ton , had  
instructed  her carefully  in  re lig io n , and  had  especia lly  
guarded  h er  m ind against the arts o f  R om an C atholic d ivines, 
but had le ft  her profoundly  ignorant o f  th e  E n g lish  constitu
tion  and o f  h er ow n p osition . S h e knew  that h er m arriage  
vow  bound h er  to  ob ey  h er  h u sb an d ; and it had n ev er  o c 
curred to  h er that the  relation  in  w hich  they  stood  to each  
other m ight one day b e  in verted . S h e had b een  n ine years 
m arried before she d iscovered  the cause o f  W illiam ’s d iscon
ten t; nor w ould she ev er  have learned  it  from  h im self. In  
general his tem per in clin ed  him  rather to b rood  over  his griefs

* Henry Sidney’s Journal of March 31. 1CS0 , in Mr. Illencowe’s 
interesting collection.
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tlian to g iv e  utterance to them ; and  in  this particular case his ™ 
lips w ere sea led  b y  a very  natural d elicacy . A t  len gth  a  163I-~ 
com plete explanation  and reconciliation  w ere brought about 
by the agen cy  o f  G ilbert Burnet.

T h e  fam e o f  B u rn et has been  attacked  w ith singular m alice  
and p ertinacity . T h e  attack b egan  early in his l ife , and  is 
still carried on  with undim inished  v ig o u r , though  h e has now  
been  m ore than  a century and a quarter in  his grave. H e  is 
in d eed  as fair a mark as factious an im osity and petulant wit 
could  desire . T h e  faults o f  his understand ing and tem per lie  
on the  su rface, and  cannot b e  m issed . T h e y  w ere not the  
faults w hich are ordinarily con sid ered  as b elon g in g  to his 
country. A lo n e  am ong the m any Scotchm en  w h o have raised  
them selves to  d istinction  and prosperity in E n g lan d , h e  had  
that character w hich satirists, n o v e lists , and dram atists have  
agreed  to ascribe to Irish adventurers. H is h igh  animal 
sp irits, his b oastfu ln ess, his und issem bled  v an ity , his p ro 
pensity  to b lu n d er , h is provoking in d iscretion , his unabashed  
audacity , afforded inexhaustib le subjects o f  rid icule to the  
T o r ies. N o r  d id  h is enem ies om it to com plim ent h im , som e
tim es with m ore pleasantry than d e lica cy , on the breadth o f  
his sh ou ld ers, the th ickness o f  his ca lv es , and his success in 
m atrim onial projects on am orous and opu lent w idow s. Y et  
B u rn et, though  op en  in m any resp ects to r id icu le , and even  
to serious cen sure, w as no contem ptib le  m an. H is parts wero  
q u ick , h is industry un w earied , h is  read ing various and  m ost 
ex ten siv e . H e  w as a t on ce  a h istorian , an antiquary, a 
th eo lo g ia n , a p rea ch er , a pam phleteer, a d eb ater , and an 
active p o litica l lead er; and in  every on e o f  th ese  characters 
m ade h im se lf conspicuous am ong ab le com petitors. T h e  
m any sp irited  tracts w hich  h e  w rote on passing events are now  
known only to the  curious: but h is H istory  o f  his own T im es, 
his H istory o f  the  R eform ation , h is E xp osition  o f  the A rticles, 
his D iscourse o f  P astora l C are, his L ife  o f  H a le , his L ife  o f  
W ilm ot, are still rep rin ted , nor is any g o o d  private library 
w ithout them . A gain st such a fact as this all the efforts o f  d e
tractors are vain . A  w riter , w h ose volum inous w orks, in 
several branches o f  litera tu re , find num erous readers a
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hundred and thirty years after his d ea th , may have had great 
fau lts, but m ust also have had great m erits: and B u rn et had  
great m erits , a fertile  and vigorous m ind , and a s ty le , far 
in d eed  rem oved  from  faultless p u rity , but alw ays c lea r , o ften  
l iv e ly , and  som etim es rising to so lem n and fervid  e loq u en ce. 
In  the pulpit th e  effect o f  h is d iscourses, w hich w ere d elivered  
w ithout any n o te , was h eigh ten ed  by a n ob le  figure and by  
p athetic action . H o w as o ften  in terrupted  by the deep  hum 
o f  his a u d ien ce ; and w hen, a fter preach ing out th e  hour glass, 
w hich in those days was part o f  the furniture o f  the p u lp it, h e  
h eld  it up in  h is h a n d , the congregation  clam orously en 
couraged  him to g o  on till the  sand had  run o ff on ce  m ore.*  
In h is m oral character, as in  h is in te lle c t , great b lem ishes 
w ere m ore than com pensated  b y  great e x ce llen ce . T h ou gh  
often  m isled  b y  p rejudice and p ass io n , h e w as em phatically  
an h on est m an. T h ou gh  h e  w as n o t secu re from  th e seduc
tions o f  van ity , his spirit was raised  h igh  a b ove th e  in fluence  
either o f  cupid ity or o f  fear. H is nature w as k in d , generous, 
grateful, forgiving.** H is relig iou s z e a l , though  6teady and  
ard en t, was in gen era l restrained  b y  hum anity, and b y  a 
resp ect for th e  rights o f  con sc ien ce . S trong ly  attached  to  
what h e  regarded  as the  spirit o f  C hristianity, h e  lo o k ed  with 
ind ifference on  rites, nam es, and form s o f  ecclesiastica l p o lity , 
and w as by no m eans d isp osed  to b e  severe  even  on  infidels

* Speaker Onslow's no tcon  B urne t, I. 506.; Johnson’s Life of S p ra t
*• No person has contradicted B urnet m ore frequently o r with m ore 

asperity than Dartm outh. Yet D artm outh w rote, “ I do not think he 
designedly published anything he believed to be false." At a la ter pe
riod D artm outh , provoked by som e rem arks on him self in the second 
volume of the Bishop's h isto ry , retracted  this p ra ise: b u t to such a re 
tractation little  im portance can be a ttached. Even Swift has the justice 
to say , “ After a l l ,  he was a man of generosity and good-natu re ." — 
Short Rem arks on Bishop B urnet’s History.

I t is usual to censnre Burnet as a singularly inaccurate historian; 
bu t I believe the charge to be  altogether un just. He appears to be sin 
gularly inaccurate only because his narrative has been subjected to a 
scrutiny singularly severe and unfriendly. If any Whig thought worth 
while to subject Ueresby’s M em oirs, N orth’s E xam en, Slulgrave’s Ac
count of the Revolution, o r the Life of Jam es the  Second, edited by 
C larke, to a s im ilar scrutiny, it would soon appear that B urnet was Tar 
indeed from being the most inexact w riter of his time.
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and h eretics -whose lives w ere p u re, and w hose errors ap 
peared  to b e  the effect rather o f  som e perversion  o f  the  under- - 
standing than o f  the depravity o f  the heart. B u t , lik e  m any  
other g o o d  m en o f  that a g e , h e  regard ed  the  case o f  the  
Church o f  R om e as an excep tion  to all ordinary rules.

B u rn et had  during som e years had an European reputation. 
H is H istory  o f  the R eform ation  had  b een  received  w ith loud  
applause b y  all P ro testa n ts, and had  b een  fe lt  by the Rom an  
C atholics as a severe  b low . T h e  g rea test D octor that the  
Church o f  R om o has p roduced  since the schism  o f  the s ix 
teen th  cen tu ry , B o s su e t , B ishop  o f  M eau x , was engaged  in 
fram ing an elaborate rep ly . B urnet had b een  honoured  by a 
v o te  o f  thanks from on e o f  the zealous Parliam ents w hich had  
sate during the  excitem en t o f  the P op ish  p lo t, and had been  
exh orted , in  the nam e o f  the  Com m ons o fE n g la n d , to continue  
his h istorical research es. H e had b een  adm itted  to familiar 
conversation  both  w ith  Charles and J a m es, had lived  on 
term s o f  c lose intim acy w ith several d istinguished  statesm en, 
particularly w ith  H a lifa x , and had been  th e  spiritual gu ide o f  
som e persons o f  th e  h igh est n o te . H e had  recla im ed from  
atheism  and  from  licen tiou sn ess ono o f  the  m ost brilliant 
libertines o f  the age , Joh n  W ilm ot, Earl o f  R o ch ester . L ord  
Stafford, th e  victim  o f  O ates, had, though  a  R om an Catholic, 
been ed ified  in his last hours by B u rn et’s exhortations 
touching those  po in ts on w hich all Christians a g ree . A  few  
years later a m ore illustrious sufferer, L ord  R u ssell, had been  
accom panied  b y  B u rn et from  the T o w er  to  th e  scaffold  in 
L in coln ’s Inn F ie ld s . T h e  court had n eg lected  no m eans o f  
gain ing so active  and ab le a d iv ine. N either royal b landish
m ents nor prom ises o f  valuab le preferm ent had  b een  Bpared. 
B u t B u rn et, though  in fected  in  early youth  b y  thoso servile  
doctrines w hich w ere com m only held  by the clergy  o f  that age, 
had b ecom e on conviction  a W hig; and h e firmly adhered  
through all v icissitu d es to his princip les. H e  h a d , how ever, 
no part in that conspiracy which brought so m uch disgrace and  
calam ity on  the  W h ig  p arty , and n ot on ly  abhorred  the  
m urderous d esign s o f  G ood en ou gh  and F erg u so n , but was 
o f  opin ion  that even  h is b e lo v ed  and honoured  friend R ussell

CHAP.
V II.
J6H7.
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had g o n e  to unjustifiable len gths aga inst the governm ent. 
A  tim e at len gth  arrived w hen in n ocen ce w as n o t a sufficient 
protection . B u rn et, though  n ot gu ilty  o f  any leg a l o ffence, 
w as pursued b y  th e  ven gea n ce  o f  the  court. H e  retired  to  the  
C ontinent, and, after p assin g  about a yea r  in  th o se  w anderings  
through Sw itzerland , Ita ly , and G erm any, o f  w hich h e  has 
le f t  us an agreeab le  narrative, reach ed  th e  H ague in  the  
sum m er o f  1680, and w as rece iv ed  there w ith  k in dn ess and  
resp ect. H e  had  m any free conversations w ith the P rincess  
on po litics and re lig io n , and so o n  becam e her spiritual 
d irector and confidential adviser . W illiam  proved  a m uch  
m ore gracious h o st than could  havo b een  ex p ected . F o r  o f  
a ll faults officiousness and in d iscretion  w ere th e  m ost offensive  
to him : and B urnet w as a llow ed  ev en  b y  friends and ad 
m irers to  b e  th e  m ost officious and ind iscreet o f  m ankind. 
B u t th e  sagacious P rin ce  perceived  that this p ush ing  ta lkative  
d iv in e , who w as alw ays b lab bin g  secre ts , ask ing im pertinent 
q u estio n s, ob trud ing unasked  a d v ic e , w as n ev erth e less  an  
u p righ t, courageous and ab le m an, w ell acquainted with the 
tem per and the v iew s o f  B ritish  sects and factions. T h e  fam e  
o f  B urnet's e loq u en ce and  erudition  w as a lso  w id ely  spread. 
W illiam  w as n ot h im self a read in g  m an. B u t he had now b een  
m any years at the h ead  o f  the D utch  adm inistration , in an ago  
w hen the  D utch  press was one o f  the m ost form idable eng ines  
b y  which the pub lic m ind o f  E urope w as m o v ed , a n d , though  
h e  had  no taste  for literary p lea su res, w as far too  w ise and too  
observant to be ignorant o f  the value o f  literary assistance. 
H e  w as aware that a popular pam phlet m ight som etim es b e  o f  
as m uch serv ice  as a  v ictory  in the  fie ld . H e  a lso  fe lt  th e  
im portance o f  h aving alw ays near him  som e person  w ell in
form ed as to the  civ il and  ecclesiastica l p o lity  o f  our island: 
and B u rn et w as em inently  qualified  to  b e  o f  use  as a liv in g  
dictionary o f  British  affairs. F o r  his k n o w led g e , though  n ot  
alw ays accu rate, w as o f  im m ense ex ten t;  and there w ere in 
E ngland and Scotland  few  em inent m en o f  any political or 
relig ious party with w hom  h e  had  n o t con versed . H e  was 
therefore adm itted to  as large a share o f  favour and confidence  
as w as granted  to  any but th o se  w ho com posed  th e  very sm all
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inm ost kn ot o f  the P rin ce’s private friends. W hen th e D o cto r  cnAP. 
took  lib ertie s , w hich was n o t seldom  the case , his p a tr o n ■ i6s,t~  
becam e m ore than usually co ld  and su llen , and som etim es  
u ttered  a  short dry sarcasm  w hich w ould have struck dumb 
any person  o f  ordinary assurance. In  sp ite o f  such occurren
c e s , h ow ever, the  am ity betw een  this singular pair continued, 
with som e tem porary in terruptions, till it w as d isso lved  by 
death. In d e e d , it  w as n o t easy  to  w ound B urnet’s feelings.
H is se lf-com placency , h is anim al sp ir its, and h is want o f  tact, 
w ere such th a t, though  h e frequently gave ofTence, he never  
took it.

A ll the peculiarities o f  h is character fitted  him  to bo the  
peacem aker betw een  W illiam  and M ary. W hen  persons who good «»- 
ought to  esteem  and lo v e  each other are kept asunder, as 
often  happens, b y  som e cause which three words o f  frank ex- 
planation w ou ld  rem o v e , th ey  are fortunate i f  they p ossess an ,„d"c' 
ind iscreet friend  w ho blurts out th e  w h ole  truth. B u r n e tI>nnceM- 
plainly to ld  the P rincess w hat the  fee lin g  w as which preyed  
upon h er  husband’s m ind. S h e  learned  for the first tim e, 
with no sm all a ston ish m en t, that, w hen she becam e Q ueen o f  
E ngland , W illiam  w ould  n ot share her throne. S h e  warmly 
declared  that there was no p r o o f  o f  conjugal subm ission and 
affection w hich sh e  was n o t ready to g iv e . B urnet, with many 
ap olog ies and w ith solem n protestations that no human being  
had put w ords into h is m outh , in form ed her that the rem edy  
was in h er ow n hands. S h e  m ight ea s ily , w hen  the crown  
d evolved  on h e r , induce her Parliam ent not only to g iv e  the  
regal title  to her h u sband , but even to transfer to him by a 
leg isla tive  act the  adm inistration o f  the  governm ent. “ B u t,”  
he a d d ed , “ your R oya l H ighness ought to consider well 
before you  announce any such reso lu tion . F o r  it is a resolu
tion w h ich , having on ce b een  an n ou nced , cannot safely  or 
easily b e  retra cted .”  “ I  w ant no tim e for consideration ,”  
answ ered M ary. “ I t  is enough that I  have an opportunity o f  
show ing m y regard  for the P rince. T e ll him  w hat I s a y ; and  
bring him to m e that he m ay hear it from  m y own lip s .”
B urnet w en t in quest o f  W illiam ; but W illiam  was many 
m iles o ff after a stag . It was not till th e  n ex t day that the  

M acaulay. I l i t to r y ■ 111. %
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c h a p . decisive interview  took  p lace . “ I  did n ot know  till yester-  
—¡¡¡¿f— d a y ,”  sa idM arj-, “ that there w as such a difference b etw een  

the laws o f  E ngland  and the law s o f  G od . B u t I now  prom ise  
you that you  shall alw ays bear ru le : and, in return, I  ask only  
th is , th a t, as I shall observe the  precept w hich enjoins w ives 
to  obey their h u sb a n d s, you  w ill ob serve that w hich enjoins 
husbands to  lo v e  their w iv es .” H er gen erou s affection  
com pletely  ga ined  the  heart o f  W illiam . F rom  that tim e till 
the sad day w hen  h e  w as carried away in  fits from  her dying  
b e d , there was entire friendship  and confidence betw een  
them . M any o f  her letters to  him  are extant; and  they con
tain abundant ev id en ce that th is m an, unam iable as h e was in 
the  eyes o f  the m u ltitu d e, had  su cceed ed  in inspiring a 
beautifu l and  virtuous w om an, bora h is superior , w ith a pas
sion fond  even  to idolatry.

T h e  serv ice w hich B urnet had ren d ered  to  his country was 
o f  h igh  m om ent. A  tim e had arrived at w hich it w as im por
tant to the  public safety that there shou ld  b e  entire concord  
betw een  the P rince and P rincess.

R«!«tions T ill  after th e  suppression  o f  th e  W estern  insurrection  
wmuin grave causes o f  d issension  had separated W illiam  both  from  
EoSiih W h'fi9 an,i  T or ies. H e  had seen  with d ispleasure the attem pts 
parti«, o f  the W higs to strip th e  execu tive  govern m en t o f  som e  

pow ers w hich h e  thought necessary to its efficiency and 
dignity. H e had  seen  w ith still deep er d ispleasure the coun
tenance g iven  by a large section  o f  that party to th e  preten 
sions o f  M onm outh. T h e  o p p osition , it  se em e d , w ished  first 
to m ake the crow n o f  E ngland  n ot w orth the  w earin g , and  
then to p lace it on th e  h ead  o f  a bastard and im postor. A t 
th e  sam e tim e th e  P rince's relig iou s system  differed w idely  
from  that w hich w as the b ad ge o f  the  T o r ie s . T h e y  w ere  
Arm inians and P rclatists. T h e y  look ed  dow n on the P ro
testan t Churches o f  the C ontinent, and  regarded  every line  
o f  their own liturgy and rubric as scarcely  less  sacred  than the  
g o sp e ls . H is opinions touchin g  the m etaphysics o f  theo logy  
w ere Calvinistic. H is op in ions resp ectin g  ecclesiastica l polity  
and m odes o f  worship w ere latitudinarian. H o ow ned that 
episcopacy was a lawful and con ven ien t form o f  church
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govern m en t; b u t he spoke with sharpness and scorn o f  the c "j'|p- 
bigotry o f  those  w ho thou gh t ep iscopal ordination essentia l to —^ i T~ 
a Christian soc iety . H e  had no scruple about the  vestm ents  
and gestures prescribed  by the B o o k  o f  Com mon Prayer.
B u t he avow ed  that h e  should  like the rites o f  the Church 
o f  E ngland  b etter  i f  they  rem inded him  less o f  the rites o f  the  
Church o f  R om e. H e  had b een  heard to utter an om inous 
grow l w hen first h e  sa w , in  his w ife’s private ch ap el, an altar 
decked  after th e  A nglican  fash ion , and had not seem ed  w ell 
pleased  at finding her w ith H o o k er’s E cclesiastica l P o lity  in 
her hands.*

H e therefore lon g  observed  tho con test b etw een  the J"1' 
E nglish  factions a tten tiv e ly , but w ithout fee lin g  a strong»»m« 
p red ilection  for cither sid e . N or in truth did he ever , to the E"s|*“(1- 
end o f  his l ife , becom e either a W hig or a T ory . H e  w anted  
that w hich is the com m on groundw ork o f  both  characters; 
for he never  becam e an E nglishm an. H e  saved E n g lan d , it 
is true; but h e  never lov ed  h e r , and h e never obtained  her  
lo v e . T o  him  she was always a land o f  e x ile , v isited  with  
reluctance and q u itted  with deligh t. E ven  w hen h e rendered  
to her those  serv ices o f  w h ich , at this d ay , w e fee l the happy  
effects , her w elfare w as not his c h ie f  ob ject. W hatever  
patriotic fee lin g  h e  had w as for H ollan d . T h ere  w as the wirdi 
stately tomb w here slep t the  great politician  w hose b lood , J¡Ü¡I,DÍ 
w hose n am e, w hose tem peram ent, and w hose genius h e  had F ran c o , 

inherited. T h er e  the very  sound o f  his title was a sp ell which  
h ad , through three  g en era tio n s, ca lled  forth the affectionate  
enthusiasm  o f  boors and artisans. T h o  D utch  language was 
the language o f  his nursery. A m on g the  D utch  gentry h e  had  
chosen h is early friends. T h e  am usem ents, the  architecture, 
the landscape o f  his native cou n try , bad taken h old  on  his 
heart. T o  h er h e  turned with constant fondness from  a 
prouder and  fairer rival. In  th e  gallery  o f  W hitehall h e p ined  
for the fam iliar H ou se  in the W ood  at the H a g u e , and never  
was so happy as w hen h e  could  quit the m agnificence o f  
W indsor for his far hum bler seat at L o o . D uring his sp lendid

■ Dr. Hooper's MS. n a rra tiv e , published In the Appendix to Lord 
Dungannon's Life of William.
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banishm ent it was h is consolation  to create round h im , by 
b u ild in g , p lan tin g , and d igg in g , a  scen e which m ight rem ind  
him o f  the  form al p iles o f  red  b rick , o f  th e  lo n g  can a ls, and  
o f  the sym m etrical flower b ed s am idst w hich his early life  had  
b een  passed . Y e t  even  his affection  fo r  th e  land  o f  his birth  
was subordinate to another fee lin g  w hich early b ecam e  
suprem e in his so u l, w hich m ixed  it se lf  w ith  all h is passions, 
w hich im pelled  him  to  m arvellous en terp rises, w hich  sup
p orted  him  when sink ing  under m ortification, p a in , sickness, 
and sorrow , w h ich , tow ards the c lo se  o f  his career, seem ed  
during a  short tim e to  la n g u ish , but w hich soon  broke forth  
again  fiercer than e v e r , and con tinu ed  to anim ate him  even  
w hile the  prayer for the departing w as read  at h is b ed sid e . 
T h a t feelin g  was enm ity to  F ra n ce , and to  th e  m agnificent 
K in g w h o , in  m ore than one se n se , rep resen ted  F ra n ce , and  
w ho to  virtues and accom plishm ents em inently  F ren ch  jo in ed  
in  large m easure that unquiet, unscrupulous, and vainglorious  
am bition w hich has rep eated ly  drawn on F rance the  resent
m ent o f  E u rop e.

It is not difficult to trace th e  progress o f  the sentim ent 
w hich gradually p o ssessed  itse lf  o f  W illiam ’s w hole sou l. 
W hen he was little  m ore than a  b oy  h is country had b een  
attacked  by L ew is in ostentatious defiance o f  ju stic e  and  
p ublic  la w , had b een  overrun , had b een  d eso la ted , had  been  
g iven  up to every e x cess  o f  rap acity , licen tio u sn ess , and  
cruelty. T h e  D utch  had in  dism ay hum bled  them selves b e 
fore the  conqueror, and had  im plored mercy'. T h e y  had been  
to ld  in rep ly that, i f  they  desired  peace , they m ust resign  their 
in d ep en dence and do annual h om age to th e  H ou se  o f  B ou r
bon . T h e  injured n ation , driven to despair, had  o p en ed  its 
dykes and had ca lled  in  the sea  as an ally against the  F rench  
tyranny. It was in  the  agony o f  that con flic t, w hen peasants 
w ere flying in terror b efore the in vad ers, w hen hundreds o f  
fair gardens and p leasu re houses w ere buried  b eneath  the  
w a v e s , w hen the d eliberations o f  the States w ere interrupted  
b y  th e  fainting and the  loud  w eep in g  o f  ancient senators w ho  
cou ld  n ot bear the thought o f  surviv ing the freedom  and glory  
o f  their native la n d , that W illiam  had b een  called  to th e  head
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o f  affairs. F or a tim e it seem ed to him that resistan ce was 
h op eless. H e  lo o k ed  round for succour, and look ed  in vain . ■ 
Spain was unnerved , G erm any distracted , E ngland  corrupted. 
N oth ing  seem ed  le ft to the young S tadtlio lder hu t to perish  
sword in h an d , or to b e  the ¿Eneas o f  a great em igration , and  
to create another H olland  in  countries b eyon d  the reach o f  the  
tyranny o f  F rance. N o  ob stacle  w ould  then rem ain to  check  
the progress o f  th e  H ou se  o f  B ou rb on . A  few  years; and  
that H ou se  m ight add to its dom inions L oraine and F landers, 
Castile and A ra g o n , N ap les and M ilan , M exico  and P eru . 
L ew is m ight wear th e  im perial crow n , m ight place a prince o f  
his fam ily on th e  throne o f  P o la n d , m ight b e so le  m aster o f  
E urope from  the Scythian deserts to the A tlantic O cean , and  
o f  A m erica from reg ion s north  o f  the T ro p ic  o f  C ancer to 
regions south  o f  the  T rop ic  o f  Capricorn. Such  was th e  pro
spect w hich lay b efore W illiam  w hen first he  en tered  on public  
life , and  w hich  never ceased  to  haunt him  till his la test day. 
T h e F rench  m onarchy w as to him  w hat th e  R om an republic  
was to H annibal, w hat the O ttom an pow er was to  Scanderbeg, 
what the southern dom ination was to W allace. R elig io n  gave  
her sanction  to  that in ten se  and unquenchable anim osity. 
H undreds o f  C alvinistic preachers proclaim ed that the same 
pow er w hich had  se t apart Sam son from  the wom b to b e  the  
scourge o f  the P h ilis tin e , and w hich had called  G ideon  from  
the thresh ing floor to sm ite the M id ian ite , had raised up W il
liam o f  O range to b e  th e  cham pion o f  all free  nations and o f  
all pure C hurches; nor was this notion  w ithout in fluence on 
his own m ind. T o  the confidence w hich the hero ic  fatalist 
placed  in h is h igh d estin y  and in his sacred cause is to be  
partly attributed  his singular ind ifference to danger. H e  had 
a great work to  d o ; and till it  was done noth ing could  harm  
him. T h erefore  it was th a t, in  sp ite o f  the prognostications 
o f  p h ysic ian s, h e  recovered  from  m aladies w hich seem ed  
h o p e le ss , that bands o f  assassins conspired  in vain against his 
life , that th e  open  sk iff to w hich he trusted h im se lf on a star
less n ig h t, on a raging o cea n , and near a treacherous shore, 
brought him safe to  lan d , and th a t, on tw enty fields o f  battle, 
the cannon balls p assed  him  by to righ t and le ft. T h e  ardour
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and perseverance with w hich h e  d evoted  h im se lf to h is m ission  
have scarcely any parallel in h istory. In com parison with his 
great ob ject he h eld  the  lives o f  other m en as cheap as his 
ow n. It w as but too m uch the h ab it, even  o f  the m ost hum ane 
and generous so ld iers o f  that a g e , to think very  ligh tly  o f  the  
b lood sh ed  and devastation inseparable from great m artial 
exp lo its; and the heart o f  W illiam  w as ste e le d , n ot on ly  by  
professional in sen sib ility , but by that sterner insensibility  
which is the  effect o f  a  sense  o f  duty . T h re e  great coalitions, 
three lo n g  and b loody  Avars in w hich all E urope from  the V is
tula to th e  W estern  O cean was in arm s, are to b e  ascribed  to  
his unconquerable energy'. W hen in 1678 the S tates G eneral, 
exh au sted  and d isheartened , w ere desirous o f  r ep o se , his 
v o ice  was still against sheath in g  the sw ord. I f  p ea ce  was 
m ade, it was m ade on ly  becau se  ho cou ld  n o t breathe into  
other m en a spirit as fierce and determ ined  as his ow n. A t  
the very  last m om en t, in the hope o f  b reak ing o ff th e  n egotia 
tion  which ho knew  to b e all but co n clu d ed , he fought one  
o f  the m ost b lo o d y  and obstinate b a ttles o f  that a g e . From  
the day on  which the tre'aty o f  N im eguen  was signed , h e  b egan  
to m ed itate a  secon d  coalition . H is con test w ith  L ew is, 
transferred from the field to the  cab in et, w as soon  exasperated  
by a private feud . In  ta len ts , tem per, m anners and opinions, 
the rivals w ere diam etrically op p osed  to each  other. L ew is, 
polite and d ign ified , profuse and vo lu p tu ou s, fond  o f  d isplay  
and averse from d an ger, a m unificent patron o f  arts and  
le tters, and a cruel persecutor o f  C alv in ists, presen ted  a 
rem arkable contrast to W illiam , sim ple in ta stes, ungracious 
in dem eanour, in defatigab le and intrepid  in  w ar, regard less  
o f  all the ornam ental branches o f  k n o w led g e , and firmly 
attached  to the th eo logy  o f  G eneva . T h e  enem ies did not 
lon g  observe those  courtesies w hich  m en o f  their  ran k , even  
when opp osed  to each other at the head  o f  arm ies, seldom  
n eg lect. W illiam , in d eed , w ent through the form o f  ten der
ing his b est services to  L ew is. B u t this civility was rated at 
its true v a lu e , and requ ited  with a dry reprim and. T h e  great 
K ing affected  contem pt for the p etty  P rin ce  who was the  ser
vant o f  a confederacy o f  trading to w n s; and to every mark
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o f  contem pt the  dauntless S tadtholder rep lied  by a fresli 
defiance. W illiam  took  his t itle , a title  which th e  events ■ 
o f  the  preced in g  century had m ade one o f  the  m ost illustrious 
in E u rop e, from  a  city which lies on the banks o f  the  R h on e  
n ot far from  A v ig n o n , and  w h ich , lik e  A v ig n o n , though  
in closed  on  every sid e  by the  F rench  territory, was properly  
a fie f n o t o f  th e  F rench  bu t o f  the Im perial Crown. L ew is, 
with that ostentatious contem pt o f  public law w hich was 
characteristic o f  h im , occu p ied  O range, d ism antled the for
tifications, and confiscated  the  reven u es. 'William d eclared  
aloud at his tab le before  m any persons that h e w ould  m ake the  
m ost Christian K in g  rep en t th e  outrage, and, w hen questioned  
about th ese  w ords b y  th e  Count o f  A v a u x , positively  refused  
either to retract them  or to explain  them  away. T h e  quarrel 
was carried so far that the F ren ch  m inister could  n ot venture  
to present h im self at the  draw ing room  o f  the P rincess for fear  
o f  rece iv in g  som e affront. *

T h e  fee lin g  with w hich W illiam  regarded  F rance explains  
the w hole o f  his p o licy  tow ards E n g lan d . H is p ub lic  spirit 
was an E uropean p ub lic  spirit. T h e  c h ie f  ob ject o f  h is care  
was n ot our islan d , n o t even  his native H o lla n d , b u t the great 
com m unity o f  nations threatened  w ith subjugation  by on e too  
pow erfu l m em ber. T h o se  w ho com m it th e  error o f  consider
in g  him as an E nglish  statesm an m ust necessarily  sec  his  
w h ole  life  in a fa lse lig h t, and w ill b e  unable to d iscover any  
p rin cip le , g o o d  or b a d , W hig or T o r y , to w hich his m ost 
im portant acts can be referred . B u t , w hen w e consider him  
as a man w hose especia l task was to  jo in  a crow d o f  feeb le , 
d iv id ed  and d isp irited  states in firm and en ergetic  union  
against a Common en em y , w hen w e consider him  as a m an in 
w hose eyes E n g lan d  was im portant chiefly  b eca u se , w ithout 
h er , th e  great coalition  w hich  h e  projected  m ust b e  incom 
p lete, w e shall b e  forced  to adm it that no lon g  career recorded  
in  h istory has b een  m ore uniform  from  th e beg in n ing  to the  
clo se  than that o f  this great Prince.**

• Avaux N egotiations, Aug. JJ. Sept 11 • i » ®ec'  A - 16S2-
** 1 cannot deny myself the pleasure of quoting M assillon’s un

friendly, yet discrim inating and nob le , character of W illiam. ,*l Uu
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cJi*p' T h e  clue o f  w hich w c are now  p o ssessed  w ill enable us 
— to track w ithout difficulty the  cou rse , in reality  consistent, 
nispoiicj though in appearance som etim es tortuous, w hich h e  pursued  
consistent tow ards our dom estic factions. H o clearly saw  what had not 
t̂ hroujh- escap e(j p erson3 far inferior to him  in sagacity , that the enter

prise on w hich h is w hole soul was in tent w ould probably  b e  
su ccessfu l i f  E ngland w ere on his s id e , w ould  b e o f  uncertain  
issue i f  E ngland  w ere neutra l, and w ou ld  b e  h op eless i f  E n g
lan d  acted  as sh e  had acted  in the days o f  the Cabal. H o saw  
n ot less clearly that betw een  the foreign  p o licy  and th e  d o 
m estic  p o licy  o f  the E n glish  governm ent there was a close  
con n ection ; that th e  sovereign  o f  this cou n try , acting in 
harm ony with the leg isla tu re , ’m ust alw ays have a great sway 
in th e  affairs o f  C hristendom , and m ust also have an obvious 
in terest in opposing the undue aggrand isem ent o f  any con
tinental p o ten ta te; th a t, on the other h a n d , the sovereign , 
distrusted  and thw arted by the leg isla tu re , could  b e  o f  little  
w eight in  European p o litic s , and that th e  w hole o f  that little  
w eight w ould bo thrown into the w rong scale. T h e  P rin ce’s 
first w ish therefore w as that there should  b e  concord  betw een  
th e  throne and the  P arliam ent. H ow  that concord  should  b e  
esta b lish ed , and on w hich sid e  concessions should  b e  m ade, 
w ere , in his v iew , questions o f  secondary im portance. H e  
w ould have b een  b est p lea se d , no d o u b t, to  see  a com plete  
reconciliation  effected  w ithout the  sacrifice o f  on e tittle  o f  the  
prerogative. F o r  in  the  in tegrity  o f  that p rerogative h e  had  
a  reversionary in terest; and h e w a s , by nature , a t least as 
covetous o f  pow er and as im patient o f  restraint as any o f  the  
Stuarts. B u t there was no flower o f  the  crow n w hich he was 
n ot prepared to sacrifice, even  after the crow n had been  
placed  on  h is ow n h ea d , i f  he cou ld  only b e  con vin ced  that

prince protond dans ses vues; habile à form er des ligues e t à réunir les 
esp rits; plus heureux à exciter les guerres qu’à com ba ttre ; plus à 
c raindre encore dans le secret du cab in e t, qu’à la tête des a rm ées; un 
ennem i que la haine du nom Français avoit rendu capable d ’im aginer de 
grandes choses et de les exécu ter; un de ces génies qui sem blent être 
nés pour mouvoir à leur gré les peuples e t les souverains; un grand 
hom m e, s’il n ’avoit Jam ais voulu être ro i.”  — Oraison funèbre de M. le 
Dauphin.
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such a sacrifice w as indispensably  necessary to bis great 
d esign . In  the days o f  the P op ish  p lo t, therefo re , though  
he d isapproved  o f  the v io len ce  w ith w hich the opposition  
attacked  the royal au th ority , h e  exh orted  the  governm ent to  
g iv e  way. T h e  conduct o f  the C om m ons, he sa id , as re
sp ec ted  dom estic  a ifa irs, was m ost unreasonable: but w hile  
th e  Com mons w ere d iscon ten ted  the liberties o f  Europe could  
never b e  safe; and to that param ount consideration  every  
other consideration  ought to y ie ld . On these principles he  
acted  w hen the  E xc lu sion  B ill had thrown the nation into con
vu lsions. T h ere  is no reason to b elieve  that he encouraged  
the opposition  to bring forward that b ill or to reject th e  offers 
o f  com prom ise w hich w ere rep eated ly  m ade from  the throne. 
B u t w hen it becam e clear th a t, un less that b ill w ere carried, 
there w ould b e a serious breach  betw een  the Com m ons and 
the co u rt, h e  in d icated  very in te llig ib ly , though  w ith d e
corous r eserv e , h is op in ion  that the  representatives o f  the  
p eop le  ought to b e  con cilia ted  at any price. W hen a v io len t  
and rapid  refiux o f  p ub lic  fee lin g  had le ft  the W hig party for  
a tim e utterly  h e lp le ss , ho attem pted  to attain his grand object  
by a  new  road perhaps m ore agreeab le  to  his tem per than  
that w hich h e  had previously  tried . In  th e  a ltered  tem per  
o f  the  nation there w as little  chance that any Parliam ent d is
p o sed  to cross the w ishes o f  the  sovereign  w ould  b e  e lected . 
Charles w as for a tim e m aster. T o  gain  C harles, therefore, 
w as th e  P rin ce’s first w ish . In  tho sum m er o f  1083, alm ost 
at th e  m om ent at w hich  th e  detection  o f  the  R y e  H ouse P lo t  
m ade th e  d iscom fiture o f  the W higs and the triumph o f  the 
K in g  co m p le te , even ts took  p lace  elsew here w hich W illiam  
could  n ot b eh old  w ithout extrem e an xiety  and alarm. T h e  
T urk ish  arm ies advan ced  to th e  suburbs o f  V ienna. T h e  
great A ustrian m onarchy, on the support o f  w hich the  P rince  
had reck o n ed , seem ed  to b e on tho point o f  destruction . 
B entin ck  was tliereforo sen t in  haste from  the H ague to L on 
d o n , w as charged  to om it n o th in g  which m ight b e necessary  
to conciliate th e  E n glish  cou rt, and was particularly in
structed  to exp ress in  the  strongest term s the  horror with  
w hich his m aster regard ed  the W hig conspiracy.

CIUI-.
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D uring  the eighteen  m onths -which fo llo w e d , there was 
som e hope that the influence o f  H alifax  w ould prevail, and  
that the court o f  W h itehall w ould  return to the p o licy  o f  the  
T rip le  A lliance. T o  that h op e W illiam  fondly  clung. H e  
spared no effort to  propitiate Charles. T h e  hospitality  w hich  
M onm outh found at the H ague is chiefly to b e  ascribed  to the  
P rince's an xiety  to gratify  the real w ishes o f  M onm outh’s 
father. A s soon  as Charles d ied, W illiam , still adhering un
changeably to his object, again  changed  his course. H e  had  
sh eltered  M onm outh to p lease  the late K in g . T h a t the pre
sen t K in g  m ight have no reason  to com plain M onm outh was 
dism issed . W e have seen  that, w hen th e  W estern  insur
rection  broke out, the  B ritish  regim ents in the D u tch  serv ice  
w ere, by the active exertion s o f  the P rince, sen t over to  their  
own country on the first requ isition . In d eed  W illiam  even  
offered  to  com m and in person against th e  reb e ls; and  that the  
offer was m ade in  p erfect sincerity  cannot b e  doubted  by 
those w ho have p erused  his confidential letters to B en tin ck . '

T h e  P rin ce  was evid en tly  at this tim e in clin ed  to h op e that 
the great plan to which in his m ind everyth in g  e lse  w as sub
ordinate m ight obtain  the approbation and support o f  his 
father-in-law . T h e  h igh  tone w hich Jam es was then  h o ld ing  
towards F rance, the read iness w ith  w hich h e con sented  to a 
d efen sive  alliance w ith  th e  U n ited  P ro v in ces, the inclination  
w hich h e  show ed to connect h im self w ith  th e  H ouse o f  A ustria, 
encouraged  this exp ectation . B u t in a short tim e the prospect 
was darkned. T h e  d isgrace o f  H alifax , the breach  betw een  
Jam es and the P arliam ent, the prorogation , the  announce
m ent d istinctly  m ade by the K in g  to  the foreign  m inisters that 
continental politics should  no lon ger  d ivert his atten tion  from  
internal m easures ten d in g  to strengthen  h is p rerogative and

• For exam ple, “ Je  crois M. Feversbam  un très brave el honcste 
hom m e. Mais je  doute s'il a assez d 'expérience à diriger une si grande 
affaire qu 'il a su r le bras. Dieu lui donne un succès prom pt cl heureux. 
Mais je  ne suis pas hors d 'inqu iétude." July f>. 16S5. Again, aRer he 
had received the news of the battle  of Scdgem oor, "D ieu  soit loué du 
bon succès que les troupes du Roy ont eu contre les rebelles. Je ne 
doute pas que cette affaire ne soit entièrem ent assoup ie , et que le règne 
du ltoy sera heureux, ce que Dieu veuille.” July 45.

n iS T O R T  OF EN G LAN D .
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to prom ote the in terest o f  his Church, put an end  to  the c "j'p‘ 
delusion . It was plain that, w hen the E uropean crisis cam e, m u  ■ 

E ngland  w ou ld , i f  Jam es w ere her m aster, either rem ain  
in active or act in conjunction with F rance. A nd  the  European  
crisis was draw ing near. T h e  H ou se  o f  A ustria h a d , by a 
su ccession  o f  v ictories, been  secured  from  danger on the  side  
o f  T u rk ey , and w as no lon ger under the necessity  o f  sub
m itting patiently to the  encroachm ents and insults o f  L ew is. 
A cco rd in g ly , in J u ly  1686, a treaty was sign ed  at A ugsburg ol 
by w hich the P rinces o f  th e  Em pire bound them selves c lose ly  burg, 
togeth er  for th e  purpose o f  m utual defen ce . T h e  K ings 
o f  Spain and S w eden  w ere parties to this com pact, the K ing  
o f  Spain as sovereign  o f  the provinces contained in the circle  
o f  B u rgu n d y , and the K in g  o f  Sw eden  as D uke o f  Pom erania.
T h e  confederates d eclared  that they  had no in tention  to 
attack and no w ish to offend any pow er, but that they w ere  
determ ined  to to lerate no infraction o f  th o se  rights which the  
G erm anic body h eld  under the  sanction  o f  public law  and  
p ublic  faith . T h e y  p led ged  them selves to stand b y  each  
other in case o f  n e e d , and fixed  the am ount o f  force w hich  
each m em ber o f  the leagu e w as to furnish i f  it should  be  
n ecessary  to repel a g g ress io n .’ T h e  nam e o f  W illiam  did  
n o t appear in this instrum ent: but all m en knew  that it was 
his work, and foresaw  that he w ould in no long tim e b e  again  
the captain o f  a coalition  against F rance. B etw een  him and  
the vassal o f  F rance there co u ld , in such circum stances, be  
no cordial g o o d  w ill. T h ere  was no open rupture, no inter
change o f  m enaces or reproaches. B u t the father-in-law  and  
the  son-in -law  w ere separated  com pletely and for ever.

A t the very  tim e at w hich the P rince  was thus estranged  winnm 
from the E nglish  court, the  causes w hich had h itherto pro- îhV 
duced  a  coo ln ess betw een  him and the  two great section s o f  “rn‘^'h 
the E nglish  p eop le  d isappeared. A  largo p o rtio n , perhaps oppoii- 
a num erical m ajority, o f  the W higs had favoured the p r e te n - lio“' 
sions o f  M onm outh: but M onm outh was now no m ore. T h e  
T o r ie s , on the  other h an d , had entertained  apprehensions  
that the  interests o f  the A nglican  Church m ight n ot b e  safe

• The treaty » ill be found In the Hecueil des Traités, iv. No. 209.
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under the rule o f  a m an bred  am ong D utch  Presbyterians, 
and w ell know n to hold  latitudinarian opinions about rob es, 
cerem on ies , and B ish op s: b u t, since that b e lo v ed  Church  
had been  threatened  by far m ore form idable dangers from  
a very different quarter, these apprehensions had lo st alm ost 
all their pow er. T h u s, at the  sam e m om ent, b oth  the great 
parties b egan  to fix their hopes and their affections on  the  
sam e lea d er . O ld  republicans cou ld  n o t refu se their  con 
fidence to on e w ho had w orth ily  filled , during m any years, 
th e  h ighest m agistracy o f  a republic . O ld  royalists con ceived  
that they  acted  accord ing to their principles in paying pro
found resp ect to a prince so near to th e  throne. A t  this 
conjuncture it  was o f  the h igh est m om ent that there should  
b e  entire union betw een  W illiam  and M ary. A  m isunder
standing betw een  the presum ptive heiress o f  the crown and  
her husband m ust have produced  a  schism  in that vast m ass 
w hich  w as from all quarters gatherin g  round one com m on  
rallying poin t. H appily  all risk  o f  such m isunderstanding  
was averted  in the critical instant b y  the  interposition o f  
B u rn et; and the P rince becam e the  u nquestioned  c h ie f  o f  the  
w hole o f  that party w hich w as opp osed  to the  governm ent, 
a party alm ost co ex ten sive  w ith the  nation.

T h er e  is n ot the least reason to b e liev e  that he at this tim e 
m editated  the great enterprise to w hich  a s te m  n ecessity  
afterw ards drove him . H e  was aware that the p ub lic  mind  
o f  E n glan d , though  h eated  by g r ievan ces , was b y  no m eans 
ripe for revolu tion. H e w ould  doubtless g lad ly  have avoided  
the scandal w hich m ust be the effect o f  a  m ortal quarrel 
betw een  persons bound to g eth er  by the c lo sest ties o f  con
sanguinity and affinity. E ven  h is am bition m ade him  un
w illing  to ow e to v io len ce  that greatn ess w hich m ight b e  his 
in the ordinary course o f  nature and o f  law . F o r  h e  w ell 
knew  that, i f  the crown d escen d ed  to h is w ife regu larly , all 
its prerogatives w ould d escen d  unim paired w ith it, and that, 
i f  it w cro obtained  b y  e lection , it  m ust b e  taken subject to 
such  conditions as th e  electors m ight think fit to im pose. H e  
m eant, therefore, as it appears, to w ait w ith patience for the  
day w hen h e m ight govern  by an undisputed  t it le , and to
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content h im self in the  m eantim e with exercising a great in- Cyfjp’ 
fluencc on  E n glish  affairs, as first P rince  o f  th e  b lood , and ,63'7~  
as head  o f  the party w hich was d ecid ed ly  preponderant in 
the nation , and w hich was certa in , w henever a Parliam ent 
should m eet, to b e  d ecid ed ly  preponderant in both H ouses.

A lready, it  is true, h e  had b een  urged  by an adviser, less M.T.imnt 
sagacious and m ore im petuous than h im self, to try a b o ld er  
course. T h is  adviser was the  you n g L ord  M ordaunt. T h a t  
age had prod u ced  no m ore in ventive gen ius, and no m ore on Enj- 
daring spirit. B u t, i f  a design  was sp lendid , M ordaunt seldom  *° 
inquired  w heth er it w ere practicable. H is life  was a wild  
rom ance m ade up o f  m ysterious intrigues, both  political and 
am orous, o f  v io len t and rapid changes o f  scen e and fortune, 
and o f  v ictories resem bling those  o f  A m adis and L auncelot 
rather than th o se  o f  L uxem burg and E u gen e. T h e  ep isodes  
in terspersed  in th is strange story w ere o f  a p iece  with the  
m ain p lot. A m ong them  w ere m idnight encounters with 
gen erou s rob b ers , and rescues o f  n ob le  and beautifu l ladies 
from  ravishers. M ordaunt, having d istinguished  h im self by 
the e loq u en ce and audacity w ith w hich, in  the H ouse o f  Lords, 
he had op p osed  the court, rep a ired , soon  after the proro
g a tio n , to  the H a g u e , and strongly  recom m ended an im
m ediate d escen t on  E nglan d . H e  had persuaded h im self that 
it w ould b e  as easy  to surprise three great k ingdom s as he 
lon g  afterw ards found  it to surprise B arcelona. 'William waiu^ 
lis ten ed , m ed ita ted , and rep lied , in  general term s, that h e  [¿/'»d- 
took a great in terest in E nglish  affairs, and w ould k eep  h i s ,lc' - 
attention  fixed  on  them . * W hatever his purpose had  b een , 
it is n ot lik ely  that h e w ould have chosen  a rash and vain
glorious knight errant for his confidant. B e tw een  the two 
m en there w as noth ing in com m on ex cep t personal courage, 
w hich rose in  both  to the h eigh t o f  fabulous heroism . 
M ordaunt w anted  m erely to enjoy the excitem en t o f  conflict, 
and to m ake m en stare. W illiam  had one great end  ever  
b efore him . T ow ards that end  ho was im pelled  by a strong  
passion w hich appeared  to him  under the gu ise  o f  a sacred  
duty. T ow ards that end h e  to iled  with a patience resem bling,

•  Burnet, i. 1*1.
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chap- as h e  on ce  sa id , the  p atience with w hich h e  had seen  a boat- 
— ma n  on a  canal strain against an adverse eddy, often  sw ept 

b a ck , but never ceasing to p u ll, and con ten t if, by the labour  
o f  hours, a few  yards cou ld  be ga in ed .*  E xp lo its which  
brought the P rince  no nearer to h is ob ject, h ow ever g loriou s  
they m ight b e  in  the  estim ation o f  the vu lgar, w ere in his 
judgm ent boyish  va n ities , and no part o f  the  real business  
o f  life .

H e  determ ined  to reject-A lordaunt’s ad vice; and there  
can b e  no doubt that the  determ ination w as w ise . H ad  
W illiam , in  1686, or even  in  1687, attem pted  to  do what he  
did  w ith  such  signal su ccess in 16S8, it is probable that m any 
W higs w ould  have risen  in arms at his call. B u t h e  w ould  
have found that th e  nation w as n ot y et prepared to  w elcom e  
an arm ed deliverer  from  a  foreign  cou n try , and that the  
Church had n ot y e t  b een  provok ed  and insu lted  into forget
fu lness o f  the ten et w hich had lo n g  b een  her p ecu liar b oast. 
T h e  o ld  Cavaliers w ould  have flocked  to  th e  royal standard. 
T h er e  w ould probably have b een  in a ll the three k ingdom s a  
civ il war as lon g  and fierce as that o f  the  p reced in g  genera
tio n . W hile  that war was raging in  the B ritish  Is le s , w hat 
m ight n ot L ew is attem pt on the C ontinent? A n d  what hope  
w ould  there b e  for H olla n d , drained o f  h er troops and  
abandoned by her Stadtholder?

D!*en- W illiam  therefore con ten ted  h im self for  the  present with  
Eoi'u’d taking m easures to u n ite  and anim ate that m ighty  opposition  
*c"r'u*e o1'  b e  had b ecom e th e  h ead . T h is  w as n ot difficult.
¡¡jits. T h e  fall o f  the H ydes had ex c ited  throughout E ngland  strange  

alarm and ind ignation . M en fe lt  that th e  q uestion  now  w as, 
not w hether P rotestantism  sh ou ld  b e  d om inant, b u t w hether  
it shou ld  b e to lerated . T h e  T reasurer had b een  su cceed ed  
by a  board, o f  w hich  a P ap ist w as the  h ead . T h e  P rivy  S ea l 
had b een  entrusted  to  a P ap ist. T h e  L ord  L ieu ten an t o f  
Ireland had b een  su cceed ed  b y  a  man w ho had abso lu tely  no  
claim  to  h igh  p lace ex cep t that he w as a P ap ist. T h e  last 
person w hom  a  governm ent having in v iew  the gen era l in
terests o f  the  em pire w ould  have sen t to D ublin  as D eputy  

* Tem ple's Memoir*.
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was T y reo n n e l. H is brutal m anners m ade him  unfit to  rcprc- c^ .p* 
sent the m ajesty o f  the crow n. T h e  feeb len ess o f  his under- —TosiT” 
standing and the v io len ce  o f  his tem per m ade him unfit to 
con d u ct grave business o f  sta te . T h e  deadly  anim osity w hich  
he fe lt  tow ards the  possessors o f  the greater part o f  the so il o f  
Ireland m ade him  especia lly  unfit to rule that k ingdom . B u t  
the intem perance o f  his b igotry was th ou gh t am ply to atone  
for the intem perance o f  all his other passions; and, in consi
deration o f  the hatred w hich lie  boro to the reform ed faith, he  
was suffered to indulge w ithout restraint his hatred o f  tho 
E nglish  nam e. T h is ,  th e n , was the real m eaning o f  his 
M ajesty’s respect for the rights o f  con sc ien ce . H e  w ished  
his P arliam ent to  rem ove all the disabilities which had been  
im posed  on P a p ists , m erely in order that h e  m ight h im self  
im pose d isab ilities equally ga llin g  on  P rotestants. I t  w as 
plain that, under such  a prince, apostasy was tho on ly  road  
to greatn ess. I t  was a roa d , how ever, which few  ventured  
to take. F or the sp irit o f  the  nation was thoroughly roused; 
and every ren egad e had to  endure such an am ount o f  public  
scorn and d etesta tio n , as cannot b e  a ltogeth er unfelt even  
by the m ost callous natures.

It  is true that several rem arkable conversions had recently  
taken p lace; but they  w ere such as d id  little  cred it to  the poperj. 
Church o f  R om e. T w o  m en o f  high rank had jo in e d  her com 
m union; H enry  M ordaunt, Earl o f  P eterborough , and Jam es £'rl” jh> 
C ecil, Earl o f  Salisbury. B u t P eterb o ro u g h , who had been  SaM,_ 
an active  so ld ier , courtier, and negotia tor , was now  broken  turr- 
dow n by years and in firm ities; and those w ho saw  him totter  
about the  ga ller ies o f  W h iteh a ll, lean ing on a  stick  and  
sw athed  up in flannels and plasters, com forted  them selves for 
his defection  by rem arking that ho had not changed  his re li
g ion  till h e  had outlived  his facu lties. * Salisbury was foolish  
to a proverb . H is figure was so  b loated  by sensual indulgence  
as to  b e a lm ost incapable o f  m oving , and this slugg ish  body  
was the  ab od e o f  an equally sluggish  m ind. H e  w as repre
sented  in popular lam poons as a man m ade to b e  d u p ed , as a 
man w ho had h itherto b een  the prey o f  gam esters, and who

* See Ihe poem s entitled The Converts and The Delusion.
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m ight as well b e  the prey o f  friars. A pasquinade, which, 
about the tim e o f  R och ester’s retirem en t, w as fix ed  on  the  
door o f  Salisbury H ou se  in the S trand , describ ed  in coarse  
term s the horror w ith which the w ise R ob ert C ecil, i f  he cou ld  
rise from his grave, w ould  see  to  what a creature h is honours 
h ad  d e sc e n d e d .’

T h e se  w ere th e  h igh est in station am ong th e  p rose ly tes o f  
Jam es. T h er e  w ere other ren egad es o f  a  very d ifferent kind, 
n eed y  m en  o f  parts w ho w ere d estitute o f  princip le and o f  all 
sen se  o f  personal d ign ity . T h ere  is reason to b e liev e  that 
am ong these  was W illiam  W y ch er ley , th e  m ost licen tiou s and 
hard-hearted writer o f  a singularly  licen tious and hard-hearted  
school.** It is certain that M atthew  T in d a l, w h o , at a  later  
period , acquired great n otoriety  by  w riting against Christiani
ty , was at this tim e rece iv ed  into th e  bosom  o f  the infallib le  
Church, a fact w hich, as m ay easily  b e  su p p o sed , the  d iv ines 
w ith w hom  he was su b seq u en tly  en gaged  in  controversy  did  
n ot suffer to sink into ob liv ion.*”  A  still m ore infam ous apos- 
tate was J osep h  H aines, w hose nam e is now  alm ost forgotten , 
but w ho w as w ell known in  his own tim e as an adventurer of 
versatile  parts, sharper, co in er , false w itn ess , sham bail, 
dancing m a ster , buffoon, poet, com edian . Som e o f  h is pro
lo gu es and ep ilogues w ere m uch adm ired b y  h is contem pora
ries; and his m erit as an actor was universally ack n ow led ged . 
T h is man professed  h im self a R om an C atholic , and w ent to  
Ita ly  in tho retinue o f  C astelm aine, but was soon  dism issed  
for m isconduct. I f  any cred it is due to a tradition w hich was 
lo n g  preserved  in the green  room , H aines had the im pudence  
to affirm that the V irgin  M ary had appeared to him  and called  
him  to repentance. A fter the R ev o lu tio n , he a ttem pted  to  
m ake his peace with the  town b y  a pen an ce m ore scandalous 
than his o ffence. O ne n ig h t, b efore  h e  acted  in a fa rce , h e  
appeared on the stage in a w hite sh ee t w ith a torch in his hand, 

* The lines are in ihc Collection of State Poems.
•• Our inform ation about W ycherley is re ry  scanty ; b u t two things are 

c erta in , that in his la ter years he called bim self a P ap is t, and that ho 
received money from dames. I have very little  doubt that he was a hired 
convert.

*'* See the article on him in the Biographia Brltannica.
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and recited  som e profane and in d ecen t d o g g re l, w hich he  
called  his recantation . * 1687.

W ith  the nam e o f  H aines was jo in e d , in m any lib e ls , theDrydeu. 
name o f  a m ore illustrious ren eg a d e , Joh n  D ryden . D ryden  
was now  approaching the declino o f  life . A fter  m any suc
cesses and m any failures, h e  had at len gth  a tta in ed , by g en e
ral co n se n t, the  first p lace am ong liv ing E nglish  p oets. H is 
claims on  the  gratitude o f  Jam es w ere superior to those o f  any  
man o f  letters in  the  k ingdom . B u t Jam es cared little  for  
verses and m uch for m oney . From  th e  day o f  his accession  
he se t  h im se lf to m ake sm all econom ical reform s, such as 
bring on a governm ent the  reproach o f  m eanness w ithout pro
ducing any p ercep tib le  r e lie f  to the finances. O no o f  the  
victim s o f  his in judicious parsim ony was the P o e t  L aureate. 
O rders w ere g iv en  th a t, in  th e  new  p atent w hich the  dem ise  
o f  the crow n m ade n ecessa ry , th e  annual butt o f  sack, origi
nally  gran ted  to J o n so n , and con tinu ed  to J o n so n ’s su cces
so r s, should  b e  om itted.** T h is  was the on ly  n o tice  which  
the K ing, during the first year o f  his reign , d eign ed  to bestow  
on th e  m ighty  satirist w h o , in  th e  very  crisis o f  th e  great 
stru ggle o f  th e  E xc lu sion  B ill, had  spread  terror through tho 
W h ig  ranks. D ryd en  was p oor and im patient o f  poverty . H e  
knew  little  and cared  little about re lig ion . I f  any sentim ent 
was d eep ly  fixed  in  h im , that sentim ent was an aversion to 
priests o f  a ll p ersuasion s, L e v ite s , A u gu rs, M uftis, Rom an  
C atholic d iv ines, P resb yterian  d iv in es, d ivines o f  the Church 
o f  E nglan d . H e was n o t naturally a man o f  high spirit; and  
his pursuits had  b een  by no m eans such  as w ere lik ely  to  g ive  
elevation  or delicacy  to h is m ind. H e  h ad , during m any 
y ears , earned  his daily  bread by pandaring to  th e  vicious  
taste o f  the p it, and by grossly  flattering rich and n ob le pa
trons. S elf-resp ect and a fine sense  o f  the b ecom ing w ere n ot 
to b e  exp ected  from  o n e  who had led  a life o f  m endicancy and

• See Jam es Quin's account of Halncs In Davies's M iscellanies;
Tom Drown's W orks; Lives of Sharpers; D rjden’s Epilogue to the 
Secular Masque.

*• This fact, which escaped the m inute researches of M alone, appears 
from the Treasury L etter Book of 168S.

i la c a u la y , H iu o r y . III. 3
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adulation. F in d in g  th a t, i f  h e  continued  to call h im se lf a 
P ro testa n t, his serv ices w ould b e  o v er lo o k ed , h e  declared  
h im self a P a p ist. T h e  K in g ’s parsim ony instantly  re laxed . 
D ryd en  was gratified  w ith a pension  o f  a hundred pounds a 
year, and w as em ployed  to d efen d  his new  relig ion  both in 
prose and  verse .

T w o  em inent m en , Sam uel Joh n so n  and W alter S co tt, 
h ave done their b e st  to persuade them selves and others that 
this m em orable con version  was sin cere. It was natural that 
they shou ld  b e  desirous to rem ove a d isgracefu l stain from  th e  
m em ory o f  on e w hoso gen ius they ju stly  adm ired , and with  
w hose po litica l fee lin g s they  stron gly  sym pathized; but the  
impartial h istorian m ust w ith regret pronounce a very  different 
judgm ent. T h er e  w ill alw ays be a strong presum ption against 
the sincerity o f  a con version  by w hich  the  convert is d irectly  
a gainer. In  the  case o f  D ryden  there is noth in g  to  counter
vail this presum ption . H is theo log ica l w ritings abundantly  
prove that h e  had n ever sought w ith d iligen ce  and anxiety  to 
learn the  tru th , and  that his k n ow led ge both o f  the Church 
w hich h e  q u itted  and o f  th e  Church w hich h e  en tered  was o f  
the  m ost superficial k ind . N or w as his su bsequent conduct 
that o f  a man w hom  a strong sen se  o f  duty had  constrained  to 
take a step  o f  aw ful im portance. H ad  h e b een  su ch a  m an, 
the  sam e conviction  w hich had le d  him  to  jo in  the  Church o f  
R om e w ould  surely  have p reven ted  him  from  v io la tin g  grossly  
and habitually  rules w hich that Church, in com m on with every  
other Christian soc iety , recog n ises as b in din g . T h ere  w ould  
have b een  a m arked d istin ction  b etw een  his earlier and his 
later com positions, H e  w ou ld  have lo o k ed  back with rem orse  
on a literary life  o f  near thirty y ea rs , during w hich  his rare 
pow ers o f  d iction  and  versification had b een  system atically  
em ployed  in spreading m oral corruption. N o t  a lin e  tonding  
to m ake virtue con tem p tib le , or to inflam e licen tiou s desire, 
w ould  thenceforw ard h ave p ro ceed ed  from  h is p en . T h e  
truth unhappily is that the  dramas w hich h e  w rote a fter his 
p reten d ed  conversion are in  n o  resp ect less  im pure or profano  
than those  o f  his youth . E ven  w hen h e  p rofessed  to translate  
b e constantly w andered  from  his originals in  search o f  im ages
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which, i f  h e  had found them  in  his originals, h e  ou gh t to  have Ĉ P- 
shunned. W hat w as bad becam e w orse in his version s. W hat 
was in n ocen t contracted  a taint from  passing through his m ind.
H e m ade the g rossest satires o f  Juvenal m ore g ro ss, inter
p olated  lo o se  descrip tions in the ta les o f  B occaccio , and p o l
lu ted  the sw eet and lim pid poetry  o f  the G eorgies with filth 
w hich w ou ld  have m oved  the loathing o f  V irgil.

T h e  h elp  o f  D ryden  w as w elcom e to  those R om an Catholic 
divines w ho w ere painfully sustaining a conflict against all that 
was m ost illustrious in the E stab lished  Church. T h e y  could  
not d isgu ise  from them selves the fact that their s ty le , dis
figured w ith foreign  idiom s w hich had been  p icked  up at R om e  
and D ouay , appeared  to little  ad vantage when com pared with 
the e loq u en ce o f  T illo tso n  and S h erlock . It seem ed  that it 
w as no lig h t thing to have secu red  th e  cooperation  o f  the  
g reatest liv ing m aster o f  the E nglish  language. T h e  first ser
v ice  w hich h e  was req u ired  to perform  in return for h is p en 
sio n  was to  d efen d  h is Church in p ro se  against StillingfleeU  
B u t the art o f  saying th ings w ell is u seless to a man who has 
n oth in g  to  say; and this w a sD ry d en ’s case. H e  soon  found  
h im se lf  unequally  paired with an antagonist w hose w hole life  
had b een  ono lo n g  training for con troversy . T h e  veteran  
gladiator disarm ed the n o v ic e , in flicted  a few  contem ptuous  
scratches, and turned aw ay to encounter m ore form idable  
com batants. D ryden  then b etook  h im self to a w eapon at The nind 
w hich h e  was n o t lik ely  to find his m atch. H e retired  for a r“Biher. 
tim e from  the bustle o f  co flee-liou ses and theatres to a qu iet 
retreat in H u n tin gd on sh ire, and there com p osed , with un
w onted  care and labour, his celeb rated  poem  on  the  points in 
dispute betw een  th e  C hurches o fR o m e  and E ngland . T h e  
Church o f  R om e h e rep resen ted  under the sim ilitude o f  a 
m ilk-w hite h ind, ever  in  peril o f  death, y et fated  not to d ie.
T h e  beasts o f  th e  field  w ere bent on her destruction . T h o  
quaking h a r e , in d eed , ob served  a tim orous neutrality: but 
the Socin ian  fo x , the  Presbyterian  w o lf, the  Independent 
b ear, the A nabaptist b o a r , g lared  fiercely at th e  spotless 
creature. Y e t  sh e  cou ld  venture to drink with them  at the 
com m on w atering p lace under the protection  o f  her friend,

3*



36 IIIST O R Y  O F ENGLAND.

CHAP.
V il.
1687.

tlic k ingly  lion . T h e  Church o f  E ngland  was typified by the  
panther, sp o tted  in d eed , but beautifu l, too  beautifu l for a beast 
o f  prey. T h e  h ind  and the panther, equally hated  by th e  fe 
rocious population o f  the forest, conferred  apart on their com 
m on danger. T h e y  then  p roceed ed  to discuss the points on  
which they differed, and, w h ile  w agging the ir  tails and lick ing  
their ja w s , hold  a lo n g  d ia logu e touch in g  the real p resence, 
the authority o i P o p es and C ou n cils, th e  penal laws, the T e st  
A c t , O ates’s p erju ries, B u tler’s unrequ ited  services to the  
Cavalier p arty , S tillin g ileet’s p am p h lets, and B u rn et’s broad  
shou lders and fortunate m atrim onial speculations.

T h e  absurdity o f  this plan is obvious. In  truth the a llegory  
could  n ot be p reserved  unbroken  through ten  lin es togeth er . 
N o art o f  execu tion  cou ld  redeem  the faults o f  such a  d esign . 
Y et the F a b le  o f  tho H in d  and P anther is und oub ted ly  the  
m ost valuable addition  which was m ade to E n glish  literaturo  
during the short and troubled  reign  o f  Jam es th e  S eco n d . In  
none o f  D ryd en ’s works can bo found passages m ore pathetio  
and m agnificent, greater d uctility  and en ergy  o f  lan gu a g e , or 
a  m ore p leasin g  and various m usic.

T h e  poem  appeared  with every advantage w hich  royal 
patronage cou ld  g iv e . A  superb ed ition  was prin ted  for  
Scotland  at the  R om an C atholic press estab lished  in H olyrood  
H ou se. B u t m en w ere in no hum our to b e  charm ed by tho  
transparent sty le and m elod ious num bers o f  th e  apostate. T h o  
d isgust ex c ited  by his venality , the alarm  ex c ited  by the policy  
o f  w hich he was the e u lo g ist , w ere n ot to  b e  sung to sleep . 
T h e  ju st indignation  o f  th e  public was inflam ed by m any w ho  
w ere sm arting from  his r id icu le , and by m any w ho w ere en 
vious o f  h is renow n. In sp ite o f  all the restraints under which  
the  press la y , attacks on  his life  and w ritings appeared  daily . 
Som etim es lie was B a y e s , som etim es P o e t  S q u ab . H e w as 
rem inded that in h is youth  h e  had  paid to the H ou se  o f  Crom
w ell the sam e serv ile  court w hich he w as now  paying to the  
H on se o f  Stuart. O ne se t o f  his assailants m aliciously reprint
ed  the sarcastic verses w hich h e had w ritten against P op ery  
in days when h e could have g o t noth in g  by b ein g  a P apist. O f  
th e  m any satirical p ieces w hich appeared on this o cca sio n , the
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m ost successfu l was the jo in t work o f  two you n g m en w ho had chap. 
lately com p leted  their studies at C am bridge, and  had been  1 
w elcom ed  as prom ising n ovices in the literary co ffee-h ou ses o f  
L on d o n , Charles M ontague and M atthew  P rior. M ontague  
was o f  n ob le d escen t: the origin  o f  Prior was so obscure that 
no b iographer has b een  ab le  to trace it:  but both the adven
turers w ere poor and aspiring; both had keen  and vigorous  
m inds; b oth  afterw ards clim bed  h igh; both  united in a re
m arkable d egree  the lo v e  o f  letters w ith skill in those depart
m ents o f  business for which m en o f  letters generally  have a 
strong  d istaste . O f the  fifty poets w h ose lives Johnson  has 
w ritten , M ontague and Prior w ere the on ly  two who w ere d is
tingu ished  by an intim ate k n ow led ge o f  trade and finance.
S oon  their paths d iverged  w id ely . T h eir  early friendship was 
d isso lved . O ne o f  them  becam e the c h ie f  o f  the W h ig  party, 
and w as im peached  b y  the  T o r ie s . T h e  other was entrusted  
w ith all th e  m ysteries o f  Tory’ d ip lom acy, and was lo n g  kept 
clo se  prisoner by the  W higs. A t le n g th , after m any eventful 
y ea rs , the assoc ia tes, so lo n g  parted , w ere reun ited  in W est
m inster A b b ey .

W hoever has read th e  ta le o f  the  H ind  and P anther with Ounje in 
attention  m ust have perceived  th a t, w hile that work was in 0r the 
progress, a great alteration  took  p lace  in the v iew s o f  those  
w ho used D ryd en  as their  interpreter. A t first the  Church o f  Parium. 
E ngland  is m entioned  with tenderness and respect, and is ex 
horted  to a lly  h erse lf  with the  R om an C atholics against the 
P uritan sects: but at the  c lose o f  the poem , and in the preface, 
w hich w as w ritten  after the  p oem  had been  fin ish ed , the  P ro 
testant D issen ters are in v ited  to m ake com m on cause with the  
R om an C atholics against the Church o f  E ngland.

T h is  change in the lnnguage o f  the  court p oet was indica
tive  o f  a great change in the  p o licy  o f  the court. T h e  original 
purpose o f  Jam es had b een  to obtain for the Church o f  which  
h e was a m em b er, n ot on ly  com plete im munity from  all p enal
ties and from  all civil d isab ilities , but also an am ple share o f  
ecclesiastica l and academ ical en d ow m en ts, and at the sam e  
tim e to  en force with rigour the  laws against the Puritan  sects .
A ll the sp ec ia l d ispensations w hich he had  granted  had been
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granted  to  R om an C atholics. A ll the laws w hich b ore hardest 
on the P resb yterian s, In d ep en d en ts, and B ap tists , had  b een  
for a  tim e severely  ex ecu ted  by h im . W hile  H a les com m anded  
a reg im en t, w hile P ow is sate at the Council b o a rd , w hile  
M assey h eld  a deanery', w hile breviaries and m ass b ooks w ere  
printed at O xford  under a royal lic e n se , w hile the host was 
publicly  ex p o se d  in L ondon  under the protection  o f  the pikes  
and m uskets o f  th e  foot-guards, w hile friars and  m onks w alked  
the streets o f  L on d on  in their robes, B axter  was in g a o l; H ow e  
was in  ex ile ; the  F iv e  M ile A ct and the C onventicle A ct w ere  
in full v ig o u r; Puritan writers w ere com p elled  to resort to 
foreign  or to secret p resses; Puritan  congregations could  m eet  
only by n igh t or in w aste p la ces , and Puritan m inisters were  
forced  to preach  in th e  garb o f  co lliers or o f  sa ilors. In  S co t
land the  K in g , w h ile  h e spared no exertion  to extort from  
th e  E states full re lie f  for R om an C atholics, had dem anded and  
obtained  new  statutes o f  un p reced en ted  severity  aga inst the  
Presbyterians. H is conduct to the  ex iled  H u gu en ots had n ot  
less clearly indicated  his fee lin gs. W e have seen  th a t, when  
the public m unificence had p laced  in his hands a large sum for 
the r e lie f  o f  those  unhappy m en , h e ,  in v io lation  o f  every law  
o f  hospitality  and g o o d  fa ith , required  them  to ren ou n ce the  
C alvinistic ritual to w hich they’ w ere stron gly  a ttach ed , and to  
conform  to the Church o f  E n g la n d , before h e  w ould  d o le out 
to them  any portion  o f  the alm s w hich had  b een  entrusted  to 
his care.

Such  had b een  his p o licy  as lon g  as h e  could  cherish  any 
hope that the Church o f  E ngland  w ould  con sen t to share as
cendency w ith the  Church o f  R o m e. T h a t h op e at one tim e  
am ounted to con fidence. T h e  enthusiasm  with w hich the  
T ories had hailed  his a c c e ss io n , the  e le c t io n s , the dutiful lan
gu age and am ple grants o f  his P arliam en t, the suppression  o f  
the W estern  insurrection, the com plete prostration o f  the party  
w hich had attem pted  to exclu d e him  from  the crow n, elated  
him beyond  the bounds o f  reason . H e  felt an assurance that 
every obstacle w ould g iv e  w ay before his pow er and his re
solu tion . H is P arliam ent w ithstood  him . H e  tried the effects  
o f  frowns and m enaces. Frow ns and m enaces fa iled . H e tried
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the effect o f  prorogation . From  th e day o f  the prorogation  
the opposition to his designs had been grow ing stronger and  
stronger. It seem ed  clear th a t, i f  he effected  his purpose, ho  
m ust effect it in defiance o f  that great party w hich had g iven  
such signal proofs o f  fidelity  to  his o ffice , to his fam ily , and  
to his person . T h e  w hole A nglican  p riesth ood , the  w hole  
Cavalier g en try , w ere against him. In vain had h e , by virtue 
o f  his ecclesiastica l suprem acy, en joined  the c lergy  to abstain  
from  d iscu ssin g  con troverted  points. E very parish in the  
nation was w arned every  Sunday against the errors o f  R om e;  
and these w arnings w ere only the m ore effective, becau se they  
w ere accom panied  b y  professions o f  reverence for the S ove
r e ig n , and o f  a determ ination to endure w ith patience w hat
ever  it m ight b e  his p leasure to inflict. T h e  royalist knights 
and esquires w ho, through forty-five years o f  w ar and faction, 
had stood  so  m anfully by the th ro n e , now exp ressed  in no  
m easured p h rase , their resolu tion  to stand as m anfully by tho 
Church. D u ll as was th e  in te llec t  o f  J a m e s, desp otic  as was 
his tem per, he fe lt  that h e  m ust change his course. H e could  
n o t safe ly  venture to outrage all his P rotestant subjects at 
on ce. I f  h e  cou ld  bring h im self to m ake concessions to the  
party w hich predom inated  in both  H o u se s , i f  h e  could  bring 
h im self to lea v e  to the  estab lish ed  religion  all its d ign ities, 
em olum ents, and priv ileges unim paired , he m ight still break  
up P resbyterian  m eetin g s , and fill the  gao ls with B aptist  
p reachers. B u t if  he was determ ined  to p lunder th e  hierarchy, 
h e m ust m ake up his m ind to forego  the luxury o f  persecuting  
the D issen ters. I f  he was henceforw ard to be at feu d  with his 
o ld  fr ien d s, he m ust take a truce with his o ld  enem ies. H e  
cou ld  overpow er the A nglican  Church only by form ing against 
her an ex ten sive  coalition , including sects w hich, though they  
differed in doctrin e and  governm ent far m ore w idely  from  
each other than from  her, m ight y e t  b e  induced , by their com 
m on jea lou sy  o f  her grea tn ess , and by their com m on dread ol 
her in to lerance, to suspend their anim osities till she was no 
lon ger ab le to oppress them .

T h is plan seem ed  to him to have on e strong recom m enda
tion. I f  h e could  only su cceed  in  conciliating the P rotestant
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N onconform ists h e  m ight flatter h im se lf that h e  was securo  
against all chance o f  reb ellion . A ccord in g  to th e  A nglican  
d iv in es, no su b ject cou ld  by any provocation  b e  justified  in  
w ithstanding th e  L ord ’s anoin ted  by force. T h e  theory o f  
th e  Puritan  sectaries w as very  d ifferent. T h o se  sectaries had  
no scruple about sm iting tyrants w ith th e  sw ord o f  G ideon . 
M any o f  them  d id  not shrink from  u sin g  the  dagger o f  E liud . 
T h e y  w ere probably  even  now  m editating another W estern  
in su rrection , or another R y e  H o u se  P lo t . J a m es, therefore, 
con ceived  that h e  m ight safely  p ersecu te  the Church i f  he  
cou ld  on ly  gain  the D issen ters. T h e  party w h ose principles  
afforded him  no guarantee w ould  b e  a ttached  to him  by in
terest. T h e  party w h ose  interests he attacked  w ould bo 
restrained  from  insurrection  by princip le.

In flu en ced  b y  such  considerations as th e se , J a m es, from  
th e  tim e at w hich h e parted  in  anger w ith his P arliam ent, 
b egan  to  m editate a general leagu e o f  all N onconform ists, 
C atholic and P ro testa n t, against the estab lish ed  re lig ion . So  
early as Christm as 1685, the agents o f  the  U n ite d  P rovinces  
inform ed the  States G eneral that the plan o f  a  genera l to lera
tion  had b een  arranged  and w ould soon  b e  d isclosed .*  T h e  
reports w hich had reached  th e  D u tch  em bassy proved  to b e  
prem ature. T h e  separatists ap p ear, h ow ev er , to  have been  
treated w ith m ore len ity during the year 1086 than during the  
year 1G85. B u t it was only b y  slow  d eg rees and  after m any  
stru ggles that th e  K ing cou ld  prevail on  h im se lf to form  an  
alliance w ith all that h e  m ost abhorred . H e  had to overcom e  
an an im osity , not sligh t or capricious, n ot o f  recen t origin or 
hasty gro w th , but hereditary' in  his lin e , stren gth en ed  by  
great w rongs in flicted  and  suffered through a hundred  and  
tw enty  eventfu l y ea rs , and intertw ined  with all his fee lin gs, 
relig io u s, p o litica l, d o m e stic , and personal. F our g en era
tions o f  Stuarts had w aged a war to the death with four g en e
rations o f  P uritans; a n d , through that lon g  w ar, there  had  
b een  no Stuart who had hated  th e  Puritans so m uch, or w ho  
had been  so  m uch h ated  b y  th e m , as h im self. T h ey  had

• L ceuncn , j ”  V  16SL
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tried to b last his honour and to exclu d e him  from his birth- chap' 
right; th ey  had  called  him incendiary, cu t-throat, po ison er; ~pg,7~  
they  had driven him  from the A dm iralty and the P rivy  
C ouncil; they  had repeated ly  chased  him into banishm ent; 
they had p lo tted  his assassination; they had risen against him  
in arms by thousands. H e  had aven ged  h im self on them  by  
havoc such as E ngland had never before seen . T h eir  heads 
and quarters w ere still rotting on p o les in all the  m arket 
places o f  Som ersetsh ire and D orsetsh ire. A ged  wom en held  
in high honour am ong the sectaries for p iety  and charity had, 
for offences w hich no goo d  prince w ould  have thought d e
serv ing  even  o f  a severe  reprim and, b een  beh ead ed  and  
burned alive. Such  had b e e n , even  in E n g lan d , the relations 
betw een  the K in g  and the  P uritans; and in Scotland  the ty 
ranny o f  the  K in g  and the fury o f  the P uritans had been  such  
as E nglishm en cou ld  hardly con ce iv e . T o  forget an enm ity  
so lon g  and so d ead ly  was no ligh t task for a nature singularly  
harsh and im placable.

T h e  con ilict in the royal m ind d id  n ot escape the eye o f  
B arillon . A t the end  o f  Jan u ary , 1687, h e  sent a rem arkable 
le tter  to V ersa illes. T h e  K in g , —  such w as the substance o f  
this d ocu m en t, —  had alm ost con vin ced  h im se lf that h e  could  
n o t obtain entire liberty  for R om an C atholics and y e t  maintain  
the laws aga inst P ro testan t D issen ters. H e  le a n e d , there
fo r e , to  the plan o f  a  gen era l in d u lgence; but at heart he  
w ould  b e  far better  p leased  i f  he c o u ld , even n o w , d iv ide his 
protection  and favour betw een  the Church o f  R om e and the  
Church o f  E n g lan d , to the exclusion  o f  all other relig iou s  
persuasions.*

A  very few  days after this despatch had been  w ritten, f0" 1rl*11|nn 
Jam es m ade his first h esitating and  ungracious ad van ces to- sr«nie.i >0 

wards the  Puritans. H e  had determ ined  to begin  with S cot- ScutlJIld- 
lan d , w h ere h is pow er to d ispense with acts o f  parliam ent 
had been  adm itted  by th e  obsequ ious E states. On the tw elfth

* B arillon , 16S}. “ Je  crois q u e , dans le fond, si on ne
pouvoit la isser quo la religion Anglicane ct la Calholique ilab lie s  par 
les lo ir , le Roy d’Angleterro cn seroil bicn plus content.”
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o f  F ebruary, a ccord in g ly , was published  at E dinburgh a 
proclam ation granting r e lie f  to scrupulous consciences.*  
T h is  proclam ation fully  proves the  correctness o f  B arillon ’s 
jud gm en t. E ven  in the very act o f  m aking con cession s to the  
P resbyterians, Jam es could  n ot conceal the loath ing with 
which he regarded  them . T h e  to leration  g iven  to the  Ca
tholics w as com p lete. T h e  Q uakers had little  reason  to 
com plain. B u t the in d u lgence vou ch safed  to the P resb y
ter ian s, w ho constituted  the great body o f  the S cottish  p eop le , 
w as c lo g g ed  b y  conditions w hich m ade it a lm ost w orth less. 
F or the  o ld  t e s t ,  w hich exclu d ed  C atholics and P resbyterians  
a like from  o ffice , w as substitu ted  a new  te s t ,  which adm itted  
the C ath olics, but exclu d ed  m ost o f  the P resb yterian s. T h e  
C atholics w ere a llow ed  to build  ch a p els , and even  to carry 
the  h o st in procession  anyw here excep t in the high streets o f  
royal b u rg h s: the Q uakers w ere suffered to assem ble in pub lic  
ed ifices: but the P resbyterians w ere in terd icted  from  w or
sh ipp ing G od anyw here but in private d w ellin gs: th ey  w ere  
n ot to presum e to build m eetin g  h o u se s : they w ere n ot even  
to u se  a barn or an ou th ou se for relig iou s ex erc ises: and it 
was d istinctly  notified  to  them  that, i f  they dared to h o ld  con
ven tic les in the open  a ir , the la w , w hich  d en ou n ced  death  
against both preachers and h earers, shou ld  b e  en forced  
w ithout m ercy. A ny C atholic p riest m ight say m ass: any  
Q uaker m ight harangue his brethren: but the  P rivy  C ouncil 
w as d irected  to see  that no P resbyterian  m inister presum ed  
to preach w ithout a specia l licen se  from th e  governm ent. 
E very line o f  this instrum ent, and o f  the letters by w hich  it 
was accom p an ied , show s how  m uch it co st th e  K in g  to re lax  
in the sm allest d egree  the  rigour w ith w hich h e  had ever  
treated  the o ld  enem ies o f  h is house.**

T h er e  is rea so n , in d e e d , to b elieve  th a t, w hen h e  pub
lish ed  this proclam ation , he had by no m eans fully m ade up 
his m ind to a coalition  with th e  P uritan s, and that his ob ject  
was to  grant ju st so m uch favour to them  as m ight suffice to  
frighten the  Churchm en in to  subm ission. H o therefore

* II will he Tound in Wodrow, Appendix, vol. ii. No. 129.
•• Wodrow, Appendix, vol. il. Nos. 12S, 129, 132.
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waited a m o n th , in order to  se e  w hat effect the ed ict put forth cjJjy- 
at E dinburgh w ou ld  produce in E n glan d . T h a t m onth be lcg1-  
em ployed  assid u ou sly , by P e tre ’s a d v ice , in what was called  
closetin g . L on d on  was very full. I t  w as exp ected  that the cio«tini. 
P arliam ent w ould  shortly m eet for the dispatch o f  business; 
and m any m em bers w ere in tow n. T h e  K in g  se t h im self to  
canvass them  m an by m an. H e flattered h im self that zealous 
T o r ie s , —  and o f  su c h , w ith few  ex cep tio n s, the H ouse o f  
Com m ons c o n sis te d , —  w ould  find it difficult to resist his 
earnest req u est, ad d ressed  to them , not co llec tiv e ly , but 
separately , n ot from the throne , but in th e  familiarity o f  con
versation . T h e  m em b ers, therefo re , w ho cam e to pay their  
duty at W h itehall w ere taken  a s id e , and honoured  with long  
private in terview s. T h e  K in g  p ressed  them , as they  w ere  
loya l g en tlem en , to gratify him  in the one thing on w hich his 
heart w as fixed . T h e  q u estion , h e  sa id , touched  his personal 
honour. T h e  law s enacted  in the late reign  by factious P ar
liam ents against th e  R om an C atholics had really  been  aimed  
at h im self. T h o se  law s had put a stigm a on h im , had driven  
him from  the A dm iralty , had driven him from  the Council 
B oard. H e  had a right to  exp ect that in the repeal o f  those  
laws all w ho loved  and reveren ced  him  w ould concur. W hen  
h e found his hearers obdurate to exhortation , he resorted  to  
intim idation and corruption. T h o se  w ho refu sed  to pleasure  
him in th is m atter w ere plain ly to ld  that they m ust not exp ect  
any mark o f  his favour. P enurious as he w a s, h e  opened  
and d istributed his hoards. Several o f  those  who had been  
invited  to confer w ith  him le ft his bed-cham ber carrying with  
them  m oney rece ived  from  the royal hand. T h e  J u d g e s , w ho  
were at this tim e on their spring circu its, w ere d irected  by tho  
K ing to se e  those  m em bers w ho rem ained  in the country, and  
to ascertain  the in tentions o f  each . T h e  resu lt o f  this i n - n u n n -  
vestigation  w a s, that a great m ajority o f  the H ou se  o f  Com- 
m ons seem ed  fu lly  determ ined  to oppose the m easures o f  the  
court.* A m ong those  w hose firm ness excited  general ad-

* D arillon, 0 ^ — 77 163!; C itters, Feb. U-> R crcsby's M emoirs;M arch lu .

Bonrepaux. 1687.
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miration was A rthur H erb ert, brother o f  the C hief J u stice , 
m em ber for D o v e r , M aster o f  th e  R o b e s , and R ear Adm iral 
o f  E ngland . A rthur H erbert w as m uch loved  by the sailors, 
and was reputed  on e o f  th e  b est o f  th e  aristocratical class 
o f  naval officers. I t  had b een  gen era lly  supposed  that ho  
w ould  read ily  com ply with the  royal w ish es: for  he was h eed 
less o f  re lig io n ; h e  w as fond  o f  p leasure and exp en se; h e had  
no private esta te; h is p laces brought him in  four thousand  
pounds a year; and h e had lo n g  b een  reck on ed  am ong tho 
m ost d ev o ted  personal adherents o f  Jam es. W hen , how ever, 
the R ear Adm iral was c lo se te d , and requ ired  to  prom ise that 
h e  w ould  vo te  for the repeal o f  the  T e s t  A c t , his answ er was, 
that his honour and con sc ien ce  w ould  n o t perm it him to g ive  
any such p led g e . “ N o b o d y  doubts your h o n o u r ,”  said  tho  
K in g; “ but a man w ho lives as you  do ought n o t to  talk  about 
his co n sc ien ce .”  T o  this rep roach , a reproach  w hich cam e  
with a bad grace from  the lo v er  o f  C atharine S e d le y , H erbert 
m anfully rep lied , “ I have m y fau lts, Sir: but I  cou ld  nam e 
peop le  w ho talk m uch m ore about con sc ien ce than I am in the  
habit o f  d o in g , and y e t  lead  lives as lo o se  as m in e .”  H e  was 
dism issed  from  all his p la c e s ; and the account o f  what he had  
disbursed  and rece ived  as M aster o f  th e  R o b es w as scrutin ised  
w ith great a n d , as h e com p la in ed , with unjust severity.*

It was now ev id en t that all h op e o f  an alliance betw een  tho 
C hurches o f  E ngland and  o f  R o m e , for the purpose o f  sharing  
offices and em olu m en ts, and o f  crushing the Puritan sects, 
must b e  abandoned. N oth in g  rem ain ed  but to try a coalition  
betw een  the Church o f  R om e and th e  Puritan sects  aga inst the  
Church o f  E ngland .

O n th e  e igh teen th  o f  M arch the K ing inform ed the  P rivy  
C ouncil that he had d eterm ined  to prorogue the Parliam ent 
till the end  o f  N o v e m b e r , and to gran t, by his ow n authority, 
entire liberty  o f  con sc ien ce  to all his subjects.** On the fourth  
o f  April appeared the m em orable D eclaration  o f  In d u lgen ce.

• Bnrillon, March 1J. (687; Lady Russell lo Dr. Fltzwilliam, April 1.; 
B urnet, i. 671. 702. The com ersali'on is som ewhat differently related in 
Clarke's Life of Jam es , ii. IM. But that passage is not part or the King's 
own m emoirs.

** London Gazette, March 21, 163;.
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In  this D eclaration  the K in g  avow ed that It was h is earnest 
wish to  see  h is p eop le  m em bers o f  that Church to  w hich he 
h im self b e lo n g ed . B u t , since that could  n ot b e , ho an
nounced  his in tention  to protect them  in the free exerc ise  o f  
their re lig ion . H e  rep eated  all those phrases w hich , eigh t  
years b e fo re , w hen h e was h im self an oppressed  m an, had  
been  fam iliar to his lip s , but w hich h e  had ceased  to use from  
the day on which a turn o f  fortune had put it into his pow er to  
b e an oppressor. H e had lo n g  been  c o n v in ced , h e  sa id , that 
con sc ien ce  was not to  be fo rced , that persecution  was un
favourable to  population and to trad e, and that it never at
tained the ends w hich persecutors had in view . H e repeated  
his prom ise, already often  rep eated  and often  v io la ted , that 
he w ould  p rotect th e  E stab lished  Church in the enjoym ent o f  
her leg a l r igh ts. H e  then p roceed ed  to annu l, by h is own  
so le  au th ority , a lon g  ser ies o f  statu tes. H e  suspended all 
penal laws against all c la sses o f  N onconform ists. H e  autho
r ised  both  R om an C atholics and P rotestant D issenters to per
form  their w orship p u b lic ly . H e  forbade his su b jects , on  
pain o f  his h igh est d isp leasure, to m olest any religious as
sem bly . H e  also  abrogated  all those acts which im posed  any 
relig ious test as a qualification for any civil or m ilitary office."

T h a t the D eclaration  o f  Indu lgence w as unconstitutional 
is a p o in t on w hich  both the great E nglish  parties have always 
been  entirely agreed . E very person capable o f  reasoning on  
a p olitical question  m ust perceive  that a m onarch w ho is com 
p eten t to issu e such a declaration is noth ing less than an ab
solu te m onarch. N or is it p oss ib le  to urge in d efen ce  o f  this 
act o f  Jam es those pleas by which m any arbitrary acts o f  tho 
Stuarts have b een  vind icated  or excu sed . It cannot b e  said  
that h e  m istook  the bounds o f  his prerogative because they  
had n o t b een  accurately ascertained . F or the truth is that ho 
trespassed  with a  recent landmark full in his v iew . F ifteen  
years b efore that tim e, a D eclaration  o f  In d u lgen ce had been  
put forth  by his brother with the advice o f  the Cabal. T hat 
D eclara tion , w hen  com pared with the D eclaration  o f  Jam es, 
m ight b e  called  m odest and cautious. T h e  D eclaration  o f  

• London Gazette, April 7. 1687.
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Charles d ispensed  on ly  w ith penal law s. T h e  D eclaration  o f  
Jam es d ispensed  also with all relig iou s tests. T h e  D eclaration  
o f  Charles perm itted  the R om an C atholics to celeb rate their  
worship in private d w ellings on ly . U n d er the D eclaration  of  
Jam es they m ight bu ild  and decorate tem p les, and even  walk  
in p rocession  a lon g  F le e t  S treet w ith cro sses , im ages, and  
cen sers. Y et the D elaration  o f  Charles had been  pronounced  
illegal in  the  m ost form al m anner. T h e  Com m ons had re
so lv ed  that the  K in g  had no pow er to d ispense w ith statutes in 
m atters ecclesiastica l. Charles had ordered  the ob noxious  
instrum ent to b e  can celled  in his p resen ce , had torn o ff the  
sea l w ith h is own h an d , and h a d , both  by m essage under his 
sign  m anual, and with h is ow n lips from his throne in full P ar
liam ent, d istinctly  prom ised  the  two H ou ses that th e  step  
w hich had g iven  so m uch offen ce shou ld  never  b e  drawn into  
p reced en t. T h e  two H o u ses had t h e n , w ithout one d is
sentien t v o ic e , jo in e d  in thanking him for this com pliance  
w ith  their w ishes. N o  constitutional q u estion  had ever been  
d ec id ed  m ore d elib era te ly , m ore clearly , o rw ith  m ore har
m onious consent.

T h e  d efen ders o f  Jam es have freq u en tly  p lead ed  in his 
excu se  th e  ju d g m en t o f  the Court o f  K in g ’s B e n c h , on  the in
form ation co llu sively  laid against S ir E dw ard  H ales: but the  
p lea  is o f  no va lu e . T h a t jud gm en t Jam es had notoriously  
obtained  by so lic ita tio n , by threats, b y  dism issing scrupulous  
m agistra tes, and by p lacing on  the bench  other m agistrates  
m ore courtly. A nd  y e t  tha t ju d g m en t, though gen era lly  re
garded  by the bar and by the nation as uncon stitu tion al, w ent 
on ly  to this e x te n t, that the  S overeign  m ig h t, for specia l 
reasons o f  s ta te , grant to ind ividuals by nam e exem ptions  
from  disabling statu tes. T h a t h e could  by one sw eep ing  ed ict  
authorise all h is subjects to d isob ey  w hole volum es o f  la w s, no  
tribunal had ven tured , in the face o f  the solem n parliam entary  
d ecision  o f  1673, to affirm.

S u ch , h ow ever, was th e  p osition  o f  parties that J a m es’s 
D eclaration  o f  In d u lg en ce , though  th e  m ost audacious o f  all 

• the  attacks m ade by the Stuarts on pub lic freed om , was w ell 
ca lcu lated  to  p lease that very  portion o f  the  com m unity by
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w hich all the other attacks o f  the Stuarts on public freedom  
had b een  m ost strenuously resisted . It cou ld  scarcely be  
h op ed  that the P rotestant N on con form ist, separated from his 
countrym en by a harsh cod e harshly en forced , w ould b e  in
c lin ed  to dispute the valid ity o f  a decreo w hich re lieved  him  
from  intolerable grievan ces. A  cool and philosophical ob 
server w ou ld  undoubted ly  have pronounced  that all the evil 
arising from  all the in to lerant laws which Parliam ents had  
fram ed was n ot to b e com pared to the evil which would be  
prod u ced  by a transfer o f  the leg isla tive  pow er from the P ar
liam ent to the  S overeign . B u t such  coo ln ess and philosophy  
are n o t to b e  ex p ected  from  m en who are sm arting under pre
sen t pain , and who arc tem pted  b y  the offer o f  im m ediate  
ease. A  Puritan  divine could  n ot indeed  deny that the d is
pen sin g  pow er now  claim ed by the crown was inconsisten t 
with the fundam ental princip les o f  the constitution . B ut he  
m ight perhaps b e excu sed  i f  he a sk ed , W hat was the consti
tution to him ? T h e  A ct o f  U niform ity had ejected  h im , in 
sp ite  o f  royal p rom ises, from  a b enefice w hich was his free
h o ld , and had reduced  him to beggary  and dep en d en ce. T h e  
F iv e  M ile A ct had banished him from  his d w ellin g , from his 
rela tion s, from his fr ien d s, from  alm ost all p laces o f  public  
resort. U n d er th e  C onventicle A ct his g o o d s had b een  dis
trained; and he had b een  flung into one noisom e ga o l after 
another am ong highw aym en and housebreakers. O ut of 
prison h e  had  constantly  had the officers o f  ju stice  on his 
track ; h e  had b een  forced  to pay hush-m oney to inform ers; h e  
had sto le n , in ignom inious d isgu ises, through w indow s and  
trap -d oors, to  m eet his flock , and h a d , w hile pouring the 
baptism al w ater , or distributing the eucharistie bread , been  
anxiously  listen ing for th e  signal that the tipstaves w ere ap
proaching. W as it  n o t m ockery to call on a man thus p lun
dered  and op p ressed  to suffer m artyrdom  for the property  
and liberty  o f  his p lunderers and oppressors ? T h e  D ec la 
ration, despotic as it m ight seem  to his prosperous neighbours, 
brought d eliveran ce to him. H e was called  upon to m ake his 
ch o ic e , not betw een  freedom  and slavery , but b etw een  two

c h a p .
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y o k e s ; and h e m ight not unnaturally think the yok e  o f  the 
K in g  ligh ter  than that o f  the Church.

W hile  thoughts lik e  th ese  w ere w orking in  the m inds o f  
many D issen ters, the  A nglican  party was in am azem ent and  
terror. T h is  new  turn in affairs was in d eed  alarm ing. T h e  
H ou se o f  Stuart leagu ed  with republican and reg ic id e  sects  
against the old  Cavaliers o f  E n g la n d ; P opery  leagu ed  with  
Puritanism  against an ecclesiastica l system  with which the  
P uritans had no quarrel, ex cep t that it had reta in ed  too  m uch  
that was P op ish ; th ese  w ere portents w hich con foun d ed  all 
the calcu lations o f  sta tesm en . T h e  Church was then to be  
attack ed  at on ce  on every' sid e; and the attack was to b e under  
the  d irection  o f  him w h o , by her constitution , was her h ead . 
S h e m ight w ell b e  struck w ith surprise and dism ay. A n d  
m ingled  with surprise and dism ay cam e other b itter feelin gs;  
resentm ent against the perjured  P rince  whom  sh e had served  
too  w e ll, and rem orse for th e  cruelties in which h e  had b een  
h er a ccom p lice , and for w hich he was n o w , as it seem ed, 
about to be her punisher. H er chastisem ent was ju s t . S h e  
reaped  that w hich sh e  had sow n. A fter  the R esto ra tio n , w hen  
her pow er was at the h e ig h t, sh e  had b reathed  noth ing but 
v en g ean ce. S h e had en cou raged , u rg ed , a lm ost com p elled  
the  Stuarts to  requ ite  w ith perfid ious ingratitude th e  recent 
services o f  th e  P resbyterians. H ad  sh e , in that season  o f  her  
prosp er ity , p lea d ed , as becam e h e r , for her en em ies, she  
m ight n o w , in her d istress, have foun d  them  her friends. 
P erhaps it  w as n ot y e t  too  la te . P erhaps she m ight still be 
a b le  to turn the tactics o f  her faith less oppressor against him 
se lf. T h ere  w as am ong the A nglican  c lergy  a m oderate party 
which had alw ays fe lt  k indly  tow ards th e  P rotestant D is
senters. T h a t party was n ot la r g e ; but the  a b ilitie s , acquire
m en ts , and virtues o f  those  w ho b elon ged  to it m ade it re
sp ectab le . It had b een  regarded  with little  favour by the  
h igh est ecclesiastica l d ign itaries, and had b een  m ercilessly  
rev iled  b y  b igo ts o f  th e  sch oo l o f  L aud: b u t, from  the  
day on w hich the  D eclaration  o f  In d u lgen ce appeared to  
the  day on w hich  th e  pow er o f  Jam es ceased  to insp ire
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terror, the  w hole Church seem ed  to b e  anim ated b y  the  
sp irit, and gu id ed  b y  the  cou n se ls , o f  the calum niated L a t i - " ,631'_ " 
tudinarians.

T h en  fo llow ed  an au ction , the strangest that h istory has 
record ed . On one side the  K in g , on th e  other the Church, church, 
b egan  to  b id  eagerly  against each  other for th e  favour o f  those  
w hom  up to  that tim e K in g  and Church had com bined  to op
p ress. T h e  P rotestant D issen ters , w h o , a few  m onths b e 
fo re , had  b een  a d esp ised  and proscribed  c la ss, now  held  tho  
balance o f  pow er. T h e  harshness w ith w hich they had been  
treated  w as universally  condem ned. T h o  court tried to throw  
all the  blam e on  th e  hierarchy. T h e  hierarchy flung it back  
on the  court. T h e  K in g  declared  that he  had unw illingly per
secu ted  the  separatists on ly  becau se h is  affairs had b een  in 
such a state that h e  could  n ot venture to  d isob lige  the  estab
lished  clergy . T h e  estab lished  c lergy  protested  that they  
had borne a  part in  severity  uncongen ial to  their feelin gs only  
from  d eferen ce to th e  authority o f  the  K in g . T h e  K in g  g o t  
togeth er a  co llection  o f  stories about rectors and  vicars who 
had b y  threats o f  prosecution  w rung m oney out o f  P rotestant 
D issen ters. H e  ta lk ed  on  this subject m uch and publicly, 
threatened  to  institute an inquiry w hich  w ould exh ib it the par
sons in their  true character to  the  w hole w orld , and actually  
issued  several com m issions em pow ering agen ts on w hom  he  
thought that h e  could  d epend  to  ascertain  the  am ount o f  the  
sum s extorted  in different parts o f  the  country b y  professors o f  
the dom inant relig ion  from  sectaries. T h e  advocates o f  the  
C hurch , on  th e  other h a n d , cited  instances o f  hon est parish  
priests w ho had b een  reprim anded and m enaced b y  the  court 
for recom m ending to leration  in  the p u lp it, and for refusing to 
spy out and hunt dow n little  congregations ofN on con form ists.
T h e  K in g  asserted  that som e o f  th e  Churchm en whom  h e  had  
c loseted  had offered  to m ake large concessions to  tho Catho
lic s , on  cond ition  that th e  persecution  o f  th e  Puritans m ight 
go on . T h e  accused  Churchm en vehem ently  d en ied  the truth 
o f  this charge; and a lleg ed  that, i f  they  w ould  have com plied  
with w hat he dem anded for h is ow n re lig io n , h e  w ould  m ost 

Macaulay, History. Ill- i
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g lad ly  have suffered them  to indem nify them selves by harass
in g  and  p illag in g  P rotestant D issenters.*

T h e  court had  changed  its fa ce . T h e  scarf and cassock  
could  hardly appear there w ithout ca llin g  forth sneers and  
m alicious w h isp ers. M aids o f  honour forbore to  g ig g le , and  
L ords o f  the B edcham ber bow ed lo w , w hen the  Puritanical 
visage and th e  Puritanical g a rb , so lo n g  the favourite subjects  
o f  m ockery in  fash ionable c irc les, w ere seen  in  tho ga lleries. 
T a u n to n , w hich had  boen  during two generations tho strong
h old  o f  th e  R oundhead  party in the W e st, w hich had  tw ice  
reso lu te ly  rep e lled  th e  arm ies o f  Charles the F ir st, w hich had  
risen  as on e man to support M onm outh , and w hich  had  b een  
turned into a sham bles by K irke and J effr ey s, seem ed  to have  
sudden ly  su cceed ed  to the  p lace  w hich  O xford  had once  
occup ied  in  the royal favour.** T h e  K in g  constrained  h im self  
to show  even  faw ning courtesy to  em inent D issen ters. T o  
som o h e offered m o n ey , to som e m unicipal h on ou rs, to som e  
pardons for their relations and friends w h o , having b een  
im plicated in the R y e  H ou se  P lo t ,  or h aving jo in e d  the  
standard o f  M onm outh , w ere now  w andering on the Con
tin en t, or to iling  am ong the sugar canes o f  B arbad oes. H e  
affected  even  to  sym pathize w ith the  k indness w hich  tho E n g 
lish  Puritans fe lt  for their foreign brethren. A  secon d  and a 
third proclam ation w ere published  at E d in b u rgh , which  
greatly  ex ten d ed  the nugatory toleration  granted  to the P res
byterians b y  th e  ed ict o f  February.*** T h o  b an ish ed  H u gu e
n o ts , on w hom  th e K ing h ad  frow ned during m any m onths, 
and whom  he had defrauded o f  the alm s contributed b y  the  
n ation , w ere now  relieved  and caressed . A n O rder in Council 
w as issu ed , appealing again  in their b eh a lf  to the public  

* W arrant Book of tbe Treasury. See particularly  the instructions 
dated March S. 1GSJ; B urnet, i. 115.; Reflections on his M ajesty’s 
P roclam ation for a Toleration in Scotland; Letters containing some 
Reflections on his M ajesty's Declaration for Liberty of Conscience; 
Apology for the Church of England with relation to the spirit of Perse
cution for which she is accused, 168J. But it is impossible for me to 
cite all the pam phlets from which 1 have formed my notion of the stale 
of parlies a t this time.

•* L e tte r  to  a D issen ter.
*•* Wodrow, Appendi*, vol. ii. Nos. 132.134.
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liberality . T h e  ru le -which required  them  to qualify  them 
selves for the  receip t o f  charity, by conform ing to the A nglican  
w orsh ip , seem s to have b een  at this tim e silen tly  a b ro g a ted ; 
and the d efen ders o f  the K in g’s policy had the effrontery to  
affirm that th is rule, w hich, as w e know  from  the b est ev id en ce, 
w as really  d ev ised  b y  h im se lf in  con cert w ith B ar illo n , had  
b een  ad op ted  at the  instance o f  the prelates o f  the E stablished  
Church. *

W hile  the K in g  was thus courting his old adversaries, the  
friends o f  th e  Church w ere n ot less  active. O f the acrim ony 
and scorn  w ith  w hich prelates and priests h ad , since the 
R estoration , b een  in th e  habit o l treating the  sectaries scarcely  
a trace w as d iscern ib le . T h o se  w ho had la te ly  been  d e
signated  as schism atics and fanatics w ere now  dear fellow  
P ro testa n ts, w eak brethren it m ight b e , but still brethren, 
w hose scruples w ere en titled  to tender regard . I f  they w ould  
but be true at this crisis to  the cause o f  th e  E nglish  constitu 
tion  and o f  the reform ed relig ion , their gen erosity  should  bo 
speedily  and largely  rew arded. T h e y  should h a v e , instead  
o f  an in d u lgence w hich was o f  no lega l valid ity , a real in 
d u lg en ce , secured  b y  A ct o f  P arliam ent. N ay, m any Church
m en , w ho had  h itherto b een  d istinguished  by their in flexib le  
attachm ent to every gesturo and every word prescribed in the  
B o o k  o f  Com m on P rayer, now  declared  them selves favour
a b le , n ot only to to lera tio n , but even  to  com prehension. 
T h e  d isp u te , they  sa id , about surplices and attitu des, had 
too lo n g  d iv id ed  those  who w ere agreed  as to  the essentials 
o f  relig ion . W hen the stru ggle for life  and death against the 
com m on enem y w as o v er , it w ould b e  found that the A nglican  
clergy  w ould  b e  ready to m ake every fair con cession . I f  
the D issen ters w ould  dem and on ly  what was reason ab le , not 
on ly  civil but ecclesiastica l d ign ities w ould  b e  open  to  th e m ; 
and B axter  and H ow e w ould b e  a b le , w ithout any stain 
on their honour or their  co n sc ien ce , to sit on the episcopal 
bench.

'  London Gazelle, April 21. 1687; Animadversions on a late paper 
enliluled A Loiter to a D issenter, by II. C. (Henry Care), 1687.
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Le tte r U 
a D is 
senter.

Conduct 
o f the 
D issen
ters.

O f the num erous pam phlets in  which the cause o f  the  Court 
and th e  cause o f  the  Church w ere at this tim e eagerly  and  
anxiously  p lead ed  b efore  th e  P uritan , n o w , b y  a strange  
turn o f  fortune, th e  arbiter o f  th e  fate o f  his persecutors, one  
on ly  is still rem em b ered , th e  L etter  to  a D issen ter . In  this 
m asterly litt le  tra ct, all the  argum ents w hich could  convince  
a  N onconform ist that it  was his duty and his in terest to prefer  
an alliance w ith the Church to  an a lliance with th e  Court, 
w ere con d en sed  into the  sm allest com p ass, arranged in  the  
m ost persp icuous ord er, illu strated  w ith  live ly  w it ,  and en 
forced  b y  an e loq u en ce earnest indeed , y e t  n ever  in its utm ost 
v eh em en ce transgressing the lim its o f  exa ct g o o d  sense  and  
g o o d  b reed in g . T h e  effect o f  th is paper w as im m ense; for, 
as it w as on ly  a  sin g le  sh e e t ,  m ore than tw enty thousand  
cop ies w ere  circu lated  b y  the p o st; and there was no corner  
o f  the  k ingdom  in  w hich  the effect w as not fe lt. T w enty-fou r  
answers w ere p u b lish ed , but the town pronounced  that they  
w ere all b a d , and that L estran ge’s w as the w orst o f  the  
tw enty-four.*  T h e  governm ent w as greatly  irritated , and  
spared  n o  pains to d iscover the author o f  th e  L etter: but it 
w as foun d  im possib le  to procure leg a l ev id en ce against him . 
Som e im agined  that they  reco g n ised  th e  sentim ents and d ic
tion  o f  T em ple.** B u t in  truth that am plitude and acuteness  
o f  in te lle c t, that v ivacity  o f  fancy , that terse  and en ergetic  
s ty le , that p lacid  d ig n ity , h a lf  courtly h a lf  ph ilosophical, 
w hich the utm ost excitem en t o f  conflict cou ld  n ot for a m o
m ent d era n g e , b e lo n g ed  to H a lifa x , and to H alifax  alone.

T h e  D issen ters w avered; nor is it any reproach  to them  
that they did so . T h ey  w ere suffering, and th e  K in g  had  
g iven  them  relief. Som e em inent pastors had em erged  from  
confinem ent; others had ventured  to return from  ex ile . Con
g reg a tio n s, w hich had h itherto m et on ly  b y  stealth  and  in  
d ark n ess, now  assem b led  at n o o n d a y , and sang psalm s aloud

* Lestrange’s Answer to a L etter to a D issenter; Care's Animadver
sions on A L etter to a D issenter; Dialogue between H arry and R oger; 
that is to say, H arry Care and Roger Lcstrangc.

•’ The le tter was signed T. W. Caro says, in his Animadversions, 
“  This Sir Politic  T. W ., or W. T .; for som e critics think that the tru e r 
reading.”
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in the hearing o f  m agistrates, churchw ardens, and constables. 
M odest bu ildings for th e  worship o f  G od after the Puritan  
fashion b egan  to rise all over E ngland . A n observant traveller  
will still rem ark the  date o f  1687 on som e o f  the o ld est m eeting  
h ou ses. N ev er th e less  the offers o f  the Church w ere , to a 
prudent D issen ter , far m ore attractive than those o f  the K ing. 
T h e  D eclaration  w a s, in  the ey e  o f  the law , a nullity . It 
susp en d ed  th e  penal statutes against nonconform ity only for  
so lo n g  a tim e as the fundam ental principles o f  the  constitution  
and the rightfu l authority o f  the  legislature should  remain  
suspended . W hat was the  value o f  priv ileges w hich m ust bo 
h eld  by a tenure at on ce  so  ignom inious and so insecure?  
T h er e  m ight soon  b e  a dem ise o f  the crow n. A  sovereign  
attached  to the estab lish ed  relig ion  m ight sit on th e  throne. 
A  P arliam ent com posed  o f  Churchm en m ight b e  assem bled. 
H ow  dep lorab le w ou ld  then  b e  th e  situation o f  D issenters who 
had b een  in leagu e with Jesu its against the constitution! T h e  
Church offered  an in d u lgen ce very different from that granted  
by J a m es, an in d u lgence as valid  and as sacred as the G reat 
Charter. B o th  the con ten d in g  parties prom ised religious 
liberty  to th e  separatist: bu t on e party required  him  to  
purchase it b y  sacrificing civ il lib erty; th e  other party invited  
him  to  en joy civ il and relig iou s liberty  togeth er .

F o r  th ese  rea so n s, even  i f  it  cou ld  bo b e liev ed  that the  
Court w as sin cere , a D issen ter  m ight reasonably have deter
m ined to cast in his lo t  with the Church. B u t w hat guarantee  
was there for  th e  sincerity  o f  the Court? A ll m en knew  what 
th e  con d u ct o f  Jam es had b een  up to th a t very  tim e. I t  was 
n ot im p ossib le , in d e e d , that a persecutor m ight b e  convinced  
by argum ent and b y  exp erien ce  o f  the  advantages o f  tolera
tion . B u t Jam es did n ot preten d  to have b een  recently  con
v in ced . On th e  contrary, h e om itted  no opportunity o f  pro
testin g  that h e  h a d , during m any years , b e e n , on principle, 
ad verse to all in tolerance. Y e t , w ithin a few  m on th s, h e had 
p ersecu ted  m en , w om en , y ou n g  g ir ls , to  the  death for their  
relig ion . H ad  h e b een  acting against ligh t and against the  
convictions o f  his con scien ce then?  Or was h e  uttering a  
deliberate fa lsehood now? From  this dilem m a there was no

C H A P .
VII.
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esca p e; and either o f  th e  tw o suppositions was fatal to the  
K in g ’s character for h o n esty . I t  was notorious a lso  that he  
had b een  com p letely  subjugated  by th e  Jesu its. O nly a few  
days b efore th e  publication  o f  th e  In d u lg en ce , that O rder had  
b een  h on ou red , in  sp ite  o f  the  w ell know n w ishes o f  the  H oly  
S e o , w ith  a  new  mark o f  his confidence and approbation. 
H is con fesso r , F ather M a n su ete , a F ran ciscan , w hose m ild  
tem per and irreproachable l ife  com m anded genera l resp ect, 
but w ho had  lo n g  b een  hated  b y  T yrcon n el and P e tr e , had 
b een  d iscarded . T h e  vacant p lace had  b een  filled  by an 
E nglishm an nam ed W arn er, w ho had apostatized  from  the  
relig ion  o f  his country and had turned J esu it . T o  th e  m o
derate R om an C atholics and  to  the  N uncio  this change was 
far from  agreeab le . B y  every P rotestant it w as regarded  as a 
p ro o f that th e  dom inion o f  the Jesu its over the royal m ind was 
abso lu te. * W h atever praises those fathers m ight ju stly  claim , 
flattery it se lf  cou ld  n ot ascribe to them  either w ide liberality  
or strict veracity . T h a t they had  never  sc ru p le d , w hen the  
in terest o f  their  faith or o f  the ir  O rder was at stak e, to call in 
the  aid  o f  the  civil sw ord , or to v io la te  th e  law s o f  truth and  
o f  g o o d  fa ith , h ad  b een  proclaim ed to the w o r ld , n o t on ly  by  
P rotestant a ccu sers, but by m en w hoso virtue and gen ius  
w ere the  g lory  o f  the Church o f  R om o. I t  was in cred ib le  that 
a d evoted  d isc ip le  o f  the  Jesu its should  b e  on  princip le  
zealous for freedom  o f  co n sc ien ce: but it w as neither in
cred ib le  nor im probable that he m ight think h im se lf justified  
in d isgu isin g  h is real sen tim en ts, in order to render a service  
to his relig ion . I t  was certain  that the K in g  at h ea i t preferred  
the  Churchm en to the  P uritans. I t  was certain  th a t, w hile  
h e  had any h op e o f  gain ing th e  C hurchm en, h e had  never  
show n the  sm allest k indness to  the P uritans. Could it then  
be dou b ted  th a t, i f  the  Churchm en w ould  even  now  com ply  
w ith his w ish es , h e  w ould w illing ly  sacrifice the Puritans?  
H is w o rd , rep eated ly  p le d g e d , had  n ot restrain.ed him  from

* E llis  C o rre sp o n d en ce , M arch 15. Ju ly  21. 1GS6; B a rillo n ,
March March A - 14S1; R onqulllo , March A - 16871 '»  the Mackintosh 
Collection.
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in vad ing  tlio le g a l rights o f  that clergy -which had g iven  such C"]A[P- 
signal proofs o f  affection and fidelity to his h o u se . W hat )68| 
security then cou ld  his w ord afford to sects d iv ided  from  him  
by the reco llection  o f  a thousand inexp iab le w ounds in llic ted  
and endured?

W hen the  first agitation produced  b y  the publication  o f  the some 
In d u lgen ce had su b sid ed , it  appeared  that a breach had  „ iUl ttl0 
taken p lace in  the Puritan party. T h e  m inority , h ead ed  by c““rl- 
a few  busy m en w h ose  judgm ent was defective or was b iassed  
by in terest, supported  the  K ing. H enry C are, who had lo n g  c»re. 
b een  the b itterest and m ost active pam phleteer am ong tho  
N on con form ists , and w ho h ad , in th e  days o f  the Popish plot, 
assailed  Jam es w ith tho utm ost fury in a  w eek ly  journal en
titled  the P a ck et o f  A d v ice  from  R o m e , was now as loud  in  
adulation , as h e  had form erly b een  in calum ny and insu lt.*
T h e  c h ie f  agen t w ho w as em ployed  b y  th e  govern m en t to  
m anage the P resbyterians was V in cen t A lso p , a d iv ine o f  Als0P- 
som e n ote  b otli as a preacher and as a writer. H is so n , who  
had incurred the penalties o f  treason , rece ived  a pardon; and  
tho w hole in fluence o f  the father was thus engaged  on the side  
o f  tho Court.** W ith A lsop  was jo in e d  T hom as R osew ell. IU’’ewcI1- 
R osew ell had, during that persecution  o f  the D issenters which  
fo llow ed  the  d etection  o f  the  R yo  H ou se  P lo t ,  b een  falsely  
accu sed  o f  preaching against the govern m en t, had b een  tried  
for his life  b y  J e ffr ey s , and h a d , in  defiance o f  the clearest 
ev id en ce , b een  con victed  by a p ack ed  jury. T h o  injustice  
o f  the verd ict was so gross that the  very courtiers cried  sham e.
O ne T o r y  gentlem an who had  heard the trial w ent instantly to 
C harles, and declared  that th e  neck  o f  th e  m ost loyal subject 
in E n glan d  w ould n ot be safe i f  R osew ell suffered. T h e  jury
m en them selves w ere stung b y  rem orse w hen they  thought 
over what they  had  d on o , and exerted  them selves to  save the 
life  o f  the  prisoner. A t len gth  a pardon was granted; but

* Wood’s A thens O xonicnscs; ObservaLor; H eraclitus Itidens, 
putstm. But Care’s own writings furnish the b est m aterials for an esti
mate of bis character.

*’ Calamy’s Account of the Ministers ejected o r silenced after the 
Restoration, N ortham ptonshire; Wood’s Atben® Oxonienses; Biographia 
Britannica.
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R osew ell rem ained bound under heavy recogn isances to goo d  
- behaviour during l ife , and to periodical appearance in  the 

Court o f  K ing’s B en ch . H is recogn isances w ere now  d is
charged  b y  the royal com m and; and in  this w ay h is  services  
w ere secured . *

T h e  business, o f  gain ing the  Independents was principally  
in trusted  to  on e o f  their m inisters nam ed Stephen  L ob b . 
L obb was a weak, v io len t, and am bitious m an. H e  had gon e  
such len gths in  opposition  to the govern m en t, that h e  had  
been  b y  nam e proscribed  in several proclam ations. H e  now  
m ade his peace , and w ent as far in servility  as h e had  over 
d on e in  faction . H e jo in e d  the  Jesu itica l cabal, and eagerly  
recom m ended m easures from  w hich the w isest and m ost 
h on est R om an Catholics reco iled . I t  w as rem arked that he  
was constantly at the pa lace and frequently  in the c lo se t, that 
ho lived  w ith a sp lendour to  w hich the Puritan divines w ere  
little  accu stom ed , and that he was p erpetually  surrounded  
b y  suitors im ploring his in terest to  procure them  offices or 
pardons.**

W ith  L ob b  w as c lo se ly  con n ected  W illiam  P en n . P enn  
had never b een  a stron g-h ead ed  m an: the life  w hich h e  had  
been  lead ing  during two years had n ot a little  im paired his 
m oral sensib ility ; an d , i f  his con scien ce ever  reproached  
h im , h e  com forted  h im self by repeating that h e had  a goo d  
and n ob le end  in v iew , and that he was n ot paid  for  his ser
v ices in m oney .

B y  the  influence o f  these  m en , and o f  others less  con 
sp icu ou s, addresses o f  thanks to the K in g  w ere procured  
from  severa l b od ies o f  D issen ters. T o ry  writers have w ith  
ju stice  rem arked that the language o f  these  com positions was 
as fulsom ely  servile  as anything that could  bo found in  tho 
m ost florid eu log ies pronounced  b y  B ish ops on the Stuarts. 
B u t, on  c lo se  inquiry, it w ill appear that the  d isgrace b elon gs  
to  but a sm all part o f  the Puritan party . T h ere  was scarcely

• S ta te  T r ia ls ;  S am ue l R ose w ell's  L ife o f  T hom as R o sew ell, 1118; 
C a la m j’s  A ccount.

■* London G azette, March 15. 16SJ; Nichols’s Defence of the Church 
of England ; P ierce 's Vindication of the Dissenters.



JAMES TUE SECOND. 57

a m arket town in E ngland  w ithout at least a knot o f  sepa- C!J*P- 
ratists. N o  exertion  was spared to induce them  to express 1681-~  
their gratitude for the In d u lgen ce. Circular letters, im ploring  
them  to sign , w ere sent to every corner o f  the  k ingdom  in  
such num bers that the  m ail bags, it  was sportively sa id , w ere  
too  heavy  for the p ost-horses. Y et all the addresses w hich  
cou ld  b e  obtained from  all the Presbyterians, Independents, 
and B aptists scattered  over E ngland  d id  n ot in six  m onths 
am ount to six ty; nor is there any reason  to b elieve  that these  
ad d resses w ere num erously s ign ed . *

T h e  grea t b od y  o f  P rotestant N onconform ists, firmly at^itie msj 
taehed  to civil liberty , and distrusting the prom ises o f  the ruri- 
K in g and o f  th e  Jesu its, stead ily  refused  to return thanks for 
a favour w hich, it  m ight w ell b e  suspected , con cea led  a snare. iheCoutu 
T h is  was the tem per o f  all th e  m ost illustrious ch iefs o f  the  
party . O ne o f  these  w as B axter . H e  had, as wo have seen , Enter, 
b een  brought to trial soon  after the accession  o f  Jam es, had  
b een  brutally insu lted  b y  Jeffreys, and had been  convicted  
b y a ju r y , such as the  courtly Sheriffs o f  those tim es w ere in  
the  habit o f  se lec tin g . B axter  had b een  about a year and a 
h a lf  in prison w hen the court b egan  to  think seriously  o f  gain
in g  th e  N onconform ists. H e  was n o t on ly  se t at liberty, but 
was inform ed that, i f  he ch ose  to reside in L ondon , h e might 
do so w ithou t fearing that the F iv e M ile  A ct w ould b e  enforced  
against liim . T h e  governm ent probably hoped  that the re
co llection  o f  past sufferings and th e  sen se  o f  present ease  
w ould  produce the sam e effect on  him as on R oscw ell and  
L o b b . T h e  hope was disappointed . B axter  was neither to 
be corrupted nor to bo d eceived . H e  refused  to jo in  in any 
address o f  thanks for the In d u lgen ce, and exerted  all his 
in fluence to  prom ote goo d  fee lin g  betw een  th e  Church and  
th e  P resbyterians. **

I f  any m an stood  h igher than B axter  in th e  estim ation »owe. 
o f  the P rotestant D issen ters, that man was Joh n  H ow e. H ow e  
h a d , lik e B a x ter , been  personally a gainer by the recent 
change o f  policy . T h e  sam e tyranny which had flung B axter

* Tbc Addresses will be found in Ihe London G aieties.
** C alam y’s L ife  o f B ax ter.
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into gao l had driven H ow e into banishm ent; and, soon  after  
B axter  had b een  le t out o f  th e  K in g’s B en ch  prison , IIow o  
returned from  U trech t to E nglan d . It was exp ected  at W h ite
h all that H ow e w ould  exert in  favour o f  the Court all the  
authority w hich h e  p o ssessed  over his brethren . T h e  K ing  
h im self co n d escen d ed  to ask  the  help  o f  the subject whom  he  
had op p ressed . H ow e appears to  have hesita ted: but the  
in fluence o f  the H am pdens, w ith whom  ho was on terms o f  
clo se  in tim acy, k ep t him steady to the  cause o f  the con 
stitution . A  m eetin g  o f  P resbyterian  m inisters was h eld  at 
his h o u se , to con sid er the  sta te o f  affairs, and to determ ine  
on the course to b e  adopted . T h ere  was great anxiety  at the  
palace to  know  th e  resu lt. T w o  royal m essen gers w ere in 
attendance during the d iscussion . T h ey  carried back the  
unw elcom e new s th a t H ow e had d eclared  h im se lf  decid ed ly  
ad verse to tho d ispensing power, and that h e had, after lo n g  
debate , carried with him  the m ajority o f  the assem bly.*

T o  the nam es o f  B a x ter  and H ow e m ust b e  added  the  
nam e o f  a  man far below  them  in  station  and in  acquired  
k n o w led g e , but in  virtue their eq u al, and in gen ius their  
superior , Joh n  B unyan. B unyan had been  b red  a  tinker, 
and had served  as a private so ld ier in the parliam entary army. 
E arly in his life  h e  had  b een  fearfully tortured  by rem orse  
for his youthfu l s in s , the w orst o f  w hich se em , h ow ever, to  
have b een  such  as the w orld  thinks ven ial. H is k een  sen
sib ility  and his pow erful im agination m ade h is in ternal con 
flicts singularly terrib le . H e  fanc ied  that ho was under sen 
ten ce  o f  rep ro b a tio n , that h e  had com m itted blasphem y  
against the H o ly  G h ost, that h e  had so ld  C hrist, that h e  was 
actually  p ossessed  b y  a d em on . Som etim es loud v o ices from  
heaven  cried  out to warn him . Som etim es fiends w hispered  
im pious su ggestion s in his ear. H e saw  visions o f  distant 
m ountain to p s , on w hich the  sun shone b righ tly , but from  
w hich h e  w as separated  b y  a w aste o f  snow . H e felt the D ev il

* Calamy’s Life of Howe. The share  which the Hampden family had 
in the m atter I learned from a letter of Johnstone of W aristoun, dated 
June 13. 1688.
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behind liim  pulling his clo thes. H e thought that the  brand  
o f  Cam had been  se t upon him . H e  feared that h e  w as about 
to  burst asunder lik e Judas. H is m ental agon y  disordered  
his h ealth . O ne day lie shook  like a  man in the palsy . On 
another day he fe lt  a fire w ithin his breast. I t  is d ifficult to 
understand how  h e survived sufferings so in ten se , and so  
lo n g  continued . A t length  th e  clouds broke. From  the  
depths o f  despair, the p en iten t passed  to a state o f  serene  
fe lic ity . A n  irresistib le im pulse now  urged  him to impart 
to  others the  b lessing  o f  which lie w as h im self possessed .*  
H e jo in e d  the B a p tists , and becam e a preacher and writer. 
H is education had  b een  that o f  a m echanic. H o knew  no 
language but the  E n g lish , as it w as spoken  by the com m on  
p eo p le . H e  had studied  no great m odel o f  com p osition , w ith  
the e x cep tio n , an im portant excep tion  u n d oub ted ly , o f  our 
n oble translation o f  the B ib le . H is spellin g  was bad. H e  
freq u en tly  transgressed  the ru les o f  grammar. Y et his 
native force o f  g en iu s , and his experim ental kn ow led ge of 
all tho relig ious p ass io n s, from  despair to ecstasy , amply 
supplied  in him  the want o f  learning. H is rude oratory 
roused  and m elted  hearers who listen ed  w ithout in terest to 
the laboured discourses o f  great logicians and H ebraists. H is 
works w ere w idely  circulated am ong tho hum bler classes. 
O ne o f  them , the P ilgrim ’s P rogress, was, in his own lifetim e, 
translated into several foreign  languages. It was, how ever, 
scarcely  know n to the learned and p o lite , and had been, 
during near a cen tu ry , tho delight o f  pious cottagers and  
artisans before it  was pub licly  com m ended by any man o f  h igh  
literary em inence. A t len gth  critics con d escen ded  to inquire 
w here the  secret o f  so w ide and so durable a popularity lay. 
T h ey  w ere com pelled  to own that tho ignorant m ultitude had  
ju d ged  m ore correctly than the  learned, and that the desp ised  
little b ook  was really  a m asterpiece. Bunyan is in d eed  as 
d ecid ed ly  the first o f  allegorists, as D em osthenes is the first 
o f  orators, or  Shakspeare the first o f  dram atists. O ther  
allegorists have show n equal ingenuity; but no other alle-

cnAp.
V II.
1681.

* Banyan's Grace Abounding.
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Cyi*- gorist has ever  b een  ab le to touch  the heart, and to m ake  
" isai. abstractions objects o f  terror, o f  pity, and o f  lo v e .*

It  m ay b e  d ou b ted  w hether any E nglish  D issen ter  had  
suffered  m ore severely  under the  p enal law s than Joh n  
B unyan. O f the tw en ty-seven  years which had  elapsed  since  
the R estoration , h e  had passed  tw elve in  confinem ent. H e  
still p ersisted  in  preach in g; b u t, that h e  m ight p reach , he  
w as under the necessity  o f  d isgu isin g  h im self like a carter. 
H e  w as often  in troduced  into m eetin gs through back doors, 
w ith a  sm ock frock  on his b a ck , and a whip in  h is hand. I f  
he had  thought only o f  his own ease and safety , he w ould  
have hailed  the In d u lgen ce w ith deligh t. H e  w as n o w , at 
len g th , free  to  pray and exhort in open  day. H is congrega
tion  rapid ly increased: thousands hung upon h is w ords; and  
at B ed fo rd , w here h e  ordinarily resided , m oney was p len ti
fully contributed  to build  a m eetin g  h o u se  for  him. H is in
fluence am ong the  com m on p eop le  was such that the govern
m ent w ould  w illingly have b estow ed  on him  som e m unicipal 
office: b u t h is v igorou s understanding and h is stout E nglish  
h eart w ere  p ro o f against all delusion  and all tem ptation . H e  
fe lt  assured  that the  proffered  to leration  was m erely  a bait 
in ten d ed  to lure the  Puritan  party to d estruction; nor w ould  
he, b y  accep tin g  a p lace for  which he w as n o t leg a lly  quali
fied , recogn ise  the  valid ity o f  the  d ispensing pow er. O ne  
o f  the  last acts o f  his virtuous life  w as to d eclin e  an interview  
to  w hich h e  w as inv ited  by an agent o f  the  governm ent.**

KMn. G reat as w as the authority o f  Bunyan w ith  the Baptists, 
that o f  W illiam  Kiffin w as still greater. Kiffin was th e  first 
m an am ong them  in w ealth  and  station. H e w as in  the  habit 
o f  exerc isin g  his spiritual g ifts at the ir  m eetin gs: but ho did

* Young classes Bunyan’s prose with Durfey’s poetry. The people 
of fashion in the Spiritual Quixote rank the Pilgrim ’s Progress with Jack 
the Giantkiller. Late in the eighteenth century Cowper did not venture 
to do m ore than allude to the great allegorist:

“  I nam e thee n o t, lest so despis’d a name 
Should move a sneer a t thy deserved fam e.”

* The continuation of Bunyan's L ife appended to his Grace Abound
ing.
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not live by preaching. H e traded largely; his cred it on the  
E xchange o f  L ondon  stood  h ig h ; and he had accum ulated an —¡g;;;- 
am ple fortune. Perhaps no man cou ld , at that conjuncture, 
have ren d ered  m ore valuable services to the Court. B u t 
betw een  him  and the  Court was interposed  the rem em brance  
o f  one terrib le even t. l i e  was th e  grandfather o f  the two 
H ew lin gs, those  gallan t youths w h o , o f  all the victim s o f  the  
B lood y  A ssiz e s , had b een  the m ost gen erally  lam ented . F or  
the sad fate o f  one o f  them  Jam es was in a peculiar m anner 
resp onsib le . Jeffreys had  resp ited  the  you n ger brother.
T h e  poor la d ’s sister had b een  ushered  b y  Churchill into the  
royal p resen ce , and had b eg g ed  for m ercy; b u t the K ing’s 
heart had b een  obdurate. T h e  m isery o f  the w hole family 
had been  great: but Kiffin w as m ost to b e  p itied . H e was 
seven ty  years o ld  w hen ho w as le ft d eso la te , the survivor 
o f  those  w ho Bhould have survived him . T h e  heartless and  
ven al sycophants o f  W h iteh a ll, ju d g in g  by them selves, 
thought that th e  o ld  man w ould  be easily  prop itiated  by an 
A lderm an’s g o w n , and b y  som e com pensation in m oney for 
the property w hich his grandsons had forfe ited . P enn  was 
em ployed  in the work o f  se d u ctio n , b u t to no purpose. T h e  
K in g  determ ined  to try w hat effect his ow n civ ilities w ould  
p roduce. Kiffin was ordered  to attend at the palace. H o  
found a brilliant circle o f  noblem en and gentlem en  assem bled.
Jam es im m ediately cam e to him, spoke to him very graciously, 
and con clu d ed  by say in g , “ I have put you  dow n, Mr. Kiffin, 
for an A lderm an o f  L on d o n .’’ T h e  old man look ed  fixedly  
at the K in g , burst into tears, and m ade answ er, “ S ir , I  am  
worn o u t, I  am unfit to serve your ¡Majesty or the City. A nd,
S ir, the death o f  m y poor b oys broke my heart. T h a t w ound  
is as fresh  as ever. I  shall carry it to m y g ra v e .” T h e  K ing  
stood  silen t for a m inute in som o con fusion , and then said,
“ M r. K iffin , I  w ill find a balsam  for that soro .” A ssuredly  
Jam es d id  n ot m ean to say  anything cruel or inso len t: on the  
contrary, h e  seem s to have been  in an unusually g en tle  m ood.
Y e t  no sp eech  that is recorded  o f  him  g ives so  unfavourable 
a notion  o f  his character as these  few  w ords. T h ey  are the 
words o f  a  hard-hearted and low -m inded  m an, u n a b ie to c o n -
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ce iv e  any laceration  o f  th e  affections for w hich a place or a 
pension  w ould not be a full com pensation.*

T h a t section  o f  th e  d issen tin g  b od y  which was favourable  
to  the K ing's new  p olicy  had from  the first b een  a m inority, 
and soon  began to dim inish. F o r  th e  N onconform ists per
ceived  in  no lo n g  tim e that their spiritual p riv ileges had been  
abridged  rather than ex ten d ed  by the In d u lgen ce. T h e  ch ie f  
characteristic o f  the Puritan  w as abhorrence o f  th e  peculiari
ties o f  the Church o f  R om e. H e  had q u itted  the  Church o f  
E ngland  on ly  becau se he con ceived  that sh e  too m uch re
sem b led  her superb and voluptuous sis te r , the sorceress o f  
the go ld en  cup and o f  tho scarlet rob e . H o now  found that 
on e o f  th e  im plied  conditions o f  that alliance w hich som e  
o f  h is pastors had  form ed with tho Court was that tho re lig ion  
o f  the Court should  bo resp ectfu lly  and tenderly  treated . H e  
soon  b egan  to regret the days o f  p ersecution . W h ile  tho  
penal laws w ere en fo rced , h e  had  heard  tho w ords o f  life  in 
secret and at h is peril: but still he had heard them . W hen  
the brethren w ere assem bled  in th e  inner cham ber, w hen th e  
sentinels had  b een  p o ste d , w hen the  doors had  b een  locked , 
w hen th e  preach er, in  the  garb o f  a  b utcher or a draym an, 
had com e in over  th e  t i le s , then at least G od  was truly 
w orshipped. N o  portion  o f  d iv ine truth w as suppressed  or 
Boftcned dow n for any w orld ly  ob ject. A ll the distinctive  
doctrines o f  the Puritan th eo lo g y  w ere fu lly , and even  
coarsely , se t  forth . T o  the Church o f  R om e no quarter was 
g iv en . T h e  B e a st , the  A n tichr ist, the  M an o f  S in , tho  
m ystical J e z e b e l, the m ystical B a b y lo n , w ere th e  phrases 
ordinarily em ployed  to  describe that august and fascinating  
superstition . Such  had  b een  on ce  the  sty le  o f  A lso p , o f  
L ob b , o f  R o sew e ll, and  o f  other m inisters w ho had o f  late  
been  w ell rece iv e d  at the pa lace: b u t such w as now  their sty le  
no lon ger. D iv in es w ho aspired to a high p lace in  tho K in g ’s 
favour and confidence cou ld  n ot venture to speak with 
asperity o f  the  K in g ’s re lig ion . C ongregations therefore  
com plained  lou d ly  th a t , sin ce  the appearance o f  the D cclara-

* Kiffin’s M em oirs; Luson’s L e tte r to Brooke, M aj 11. 1113, In tho 
Hughes Correspondence.
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tion  w hich purported to g iv e  them  entire freedom  o f  con
sc ien ce , they had nover once heard th e  G ospel b o ld ly  and 
faithfully preached . Form erly they  had b een  forced  to  snatch 
their  spiritual nutrim ent by stealth ; b u t, w hen  they had 
snatch ed  i t ,  they had found it season ed  exactly  to their taste . 
T h e y  w ere now  at liberty  to feed : but their food  had lo st all 
its savour. T h e y  m et by dayligh t, and in com m odious 
ed if ic e s : b u t they  heard discourses far less to their taste than 
th ey  w ou ld  have heard from the rector. A t the parish church  
th e  w ill w orship and idolatry o f  R om o w ere every Sunday  
attacked  with energy: b u t, at the m e e t in g h o u se , the  pastor, 
w ho had a few  m onths b efore rev iled  the established clergy  
as little  b etter  than P a p is ts , now  carefully abstained from  
censuring P o p e r y , or con veyed  his censures in language too  
d elicate to shock  even  the ears o f  F ath er  P etre . N or was it 
p ossib le  to  assign  any cred itab le reason  for this change. T h e  
R om an C atholic doctrines had undergone no alteration. 
W ithin  liv in g  m em ory never had R om an Catholic priests been  
so active in the  work o f  m aking p rose lytes: never had so  
m any R om an C atholic publications issued  from the press; 
n ever had th e  attention  o f  all w ho cared  about relig ion  been  
so  c losely  fixed  on the dispute betw een  the R om an Catholics 
and th e  P rotestants. W hat cou ld  be thought o f  th e  sincerity  
o f  th eo log ian s w ho had never b een  w eary o f  railing at P opery  
w hen  P o p ery  was com paratively harm less and h e lp less , and  
w ho n o w , w hen a  tim e o f  real danger to the  reform ed faith  
had arrived , studiously  avo ided  uttering one word w hich  
could  g iv e  offence to a Jesu it?  T h eir  conduct was indeed  
easily  exp la in ed . It was know n that som o o f  them  had ob
tained  pardons. It w as su sp ected  that others had obtained  
m oney. T h eir  prototypo m ight be  found in that weak apostlo  
w ho from  fear d en ied  the M aster to whom  he had boastfully  
p rofessed  the firm est a ttachm ent, or in that baser apostle who 
so ld  his L ord  for a  handful o f  silver.*

T h u s th e  d issen ting m inisters w ho had been  ga ined  by the  
Court w ere rapid ly losin g  the influence which they had once

* S ee , among oilier contem porary pam phlets, one entitled a Repre
sentation of the threatening Dangers impending oyer Protestants.
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p ossessed  over their brethren. On the other h an d , the  
sectaries found them selves attracted  by a strong relig ious  
sym pathy tow ards those prelates and priests o f  the  Church  
o f  E ngland w h o , in sp ite o f  royal m andates, o f  threats , and  
o f  p rom ises, w ere w aging v igorous war w ith the  Church  
o f  R om e. T h e  A nglican  b od y  and th e  Puritan b o d y , so lo n g  
separated b y  a  m ortal en m ity , w ere daily draw ing nearer to 
each o th e r , and every step w hich they  m ade tow ards union  
increased  the  influence o f  him  w ho w as their com m on head . 
W illiam  w as in  all th ings fitted  to b e  a m ediator betw een  th ese  
tw o great section s o f  the E nglish  nation. H e  could  n ot be  
said  to  b e  a  m em ber o f  either. Y e t  n e ith er , w hen  in  a  
reasonable m o o d , cou ld  refu se to regard  him  as a friend . H is 
system  o f  th eo lo g y  agreed  w ith  that o f  the P uritans. A t the  
sam e tim e , h e  regarded  ep iscopacy , n ot in d eed  as a d iv ine  
in stitu tion , but as a  p erfectly  lawful and an em inently useful 
form  o f  church governm ent. Q uestions resp ectin g  postures, 
r o b e s , festivals and litu rg ies , he con sid ered  as o f  no vital 
im portance. A  sim ple w orsh ip , such  as that to w hich  ho had  
b een  early a ccu stom ed , w ould  have b een  m ost to  his personal 
taste . B u t h e  w as prepared to conform  to  any ritual w hich  
m ight be acceptab le to  the n ation , and in sisted  on ly  that h e  
should  n ot b e  required  to p ersecu te h is brother P rotestants  
w hose con sc ien ces d id  n o t perm it them  to fo llow  his exam ple. 
T w o  years earlier h e  w ould  have been  pronounced  b y  nu
m erous b igo ts on b oth  sid es a m ere L aod icean , n either cold  
nor h o t , and fit on ly  to b e  spew ed out. B u t the  zea l w hich  
bad inflam ed Churchm en against D issen ters and D issenters  
against Churchm en had b een  so  tem pered  by com m on ad 
versity  and danger that the lukew arm ness w hich had  once  
b een  im puted  to him  as a crim e was now  reck o n ed  am ong his 
c h ie f  virtues.

A ll m en w ere anxious to know  what h e  thought o f  the  D e 
claration o f  In d u lg en ce . F o r  a tim e hopes w ere entertained  
at W hitehall that his know n resp ect for the rights o f  con- 

‘ sc ien ce w ou ld  at least prevent him  from  publicly  exp ressin g  
disapprobation  o f  a p o licy  w hich had a specious show  o f  lib e
rality . P en n  sen t copious disquisitions to the H a g u e , and
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even  w en t thither, in the hope that his eloq u en ce, o f  w hich he  
had a h igh  op in io n , w ou ld  prove irresistib le . B u t , though  
he harangued on h is favourite them e w ith  a cop iousness which  
tired his hearers out, and though he assured them  that the ap
proach o f  a go ld en  age  o f  relig ious liberty  had b een  revea led  
to him  b y  a m an w ho was perm itted  to converse with angels, 
no im pression  w as m ade on the P r in ce .*  “ Y ou ask m e,” 
said  W illiam  to  one o f  th e  K in g’s a g en ts , “ to countenance an 
attack on m y own relig ion . I  cannot with a safe conscience  
d o i t ,  and I w ill n o t, n o ,  n ot for the crown o f  E n glan d , nor  
for the  em pire o f  the w o rld .” T h e se  words w ere reported  to 
the K in g  and disturbed him greatly.** H e w rote urgent letters  
with his own hand. Som etim es h e  took  the tone o f  an injured  
m an. H o was the h ead  o f  the  royal fam ily; h e  was as such  
entitled  to exp ect th e  ob ed ien ce  o f  the you n ger branches ; and  
it was very hard that lie  w as to b e  crossed  in a m atter on which  
his heart w as se t. A t  other tim es a bait which was thought 
irresistib le w as offered . I f  W illiam  w ould but g iv e  w ay on 
th is on e point, the  E n glish  govern m en t w ou ld , in  return, co
operate w ith him  strenuously  against F ran ce. H e  was n ot to  
b e so d elu d ed . H e  knew  that Jam es, w ithout the support o f  a 
P arliam ent, w ould , even i f  not unw illing, b e  unable to render  
effectual serv ice  to  the  com m on cause o fE u r o p e ;  and there  
could  b e  no doubt th a t, i f  a P arliam ent w ere a ssem b led , the  
first dem and o f  both  H o u ses w ould  b e  that the D eclaration  
should  b e  can celled .

T h e  P rincess a ssen ted  to all that was su ggested  by her 
husband. T h e ir  jo in t  opinion w as con veyed  to the K ing in 
firm but tem perate term s. T h e y  declared  that they  deep ly  
regretted  the  course which H is M ajesty had adop ted . T h ey  
were convinced  that ho had usurped a p rerogative which did

• Durnet, i. 693, 694.
•• “ Lc Prince d’O rangc, qui «volt éludé jusqu 'a lo rs  de faire une

réponse positive, d i t  qu'il ne consenlira Jamais i  la suppression
de ces io ii qui avoient été établies pour le maintien et la sûreté  de la 
religion P ro tes tan te , et que sa conscience ne le lui perm elloit point, 
non seulem ent pour la succession du royaum e d’A ngleterre, mais même 
pour l’em pire du m onde; en sorte que le roi d'Angleterre est plus aigri 
contre lui qu'il n'a Jamais é té .” — D onrepaui, June JJ. 1687.

Macaulay, Hi'tory. ¡11. 5
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c h a p .  n ot by  law b elon g  to him . A gain st that usurpation they pro- 
~ issf~~  tested , n ot only as friends to c iv il liberty , but as m em bers o f  

the royal h ou se, w ho had a d eep  in terest in m aintaining the  
rights o f  that crown which they m ight on e day w ear. F o r  e x 
perien ce  had  show n that in E ngland  arbitrary governm ent 
cou ld  n o t fail to p rod u ce a reaction  even  m ore pern icious than  
itse lf;  and it m ight reasonably  b e  feared  that th e  nation , 
alarm ed and in cen sed  by the  p rosp ect o f  d esp otism , m ight 
co n ce iv e  a d isgust even  for constitutional m onarchy. T h e  
a d v ice , th e r e fo r e , w hich th ey  ten dered  to the K in g  was that 
h e  w ould in  all th ings govern  accord ing to law . T h e y  readily  
adm itted  that the  law  m ight with advantage b e  a ltered  by  
com p etent au th ority , and that som e part o f  his D eclaration  
w ell deserved  to b e  em bodied  in an A ct o f  Parliam ent. T h ey  
w ere n o t persecutors. T h e y  should w ith p leasure se e  R om an  
C atholics as w ell as P rotestant D issen ters re liev ed  in a proper  
m anner from  all penal sta tu tes. T h e y  shou ld  with pleasure  
see  P ro testan t D issen ters adm itted  in  a proper m anner to civil 
office. A t that p o in t their H ig h n esses m ust stop . T h ey  
cou ld  n o t but entertain  grave apprehensions that, i f  R om an  
C atholics w ere m ade capable o f  public tru st, great ev il w ould  
en su e; and it was intim ated  n o t obscurely  that these  appre
hensions arose chiefly  from  the conduct o f  Jam es. *

ThCir T h e  opin ion  exp ressed  by th e  P r in ce  and P rincess re-
’p'cttag" sPect'ng  the d isab ilities to w hich  the R om an C atholics w ere  
the subject was that o f  alm ost all the  statesm en and ph ilosophers
nom«n w ho w ere then  zea lou s for  po litica l and relig iou s freedom . In 
?i*nd°UC" our aS e > on  tb e  contrary, en ligh ten ed  m en have often  p ro
ceed. n ou n ced , w ith reg re t, th a t, on th is o n e  point, W illiam  ap

pears to d isadvantage w hen com pared w ith h is father-in-law . 
T h e  truth is that som e considerations w hich are n ecessary  to 
the form ing o f  a correct ju d g m en t seem  to  have escaped  the  
n otice  o f  m any w riters o f  the  n in eteen th  century.

T h ere  are two op p osite  errors into w hich those w ho study  
the  annals o f  our country are in constant danger o f  fa lling , the  
error o f  ju d g in g  the present by the  p ast, and the error o f

• B urnet, i. 110. Bonrepaux, 1687.
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ju d g in g  the past by the present. T h e  form er is the error o f  c i j a p .  

m inds prone to reveren ce -whatever is o ld , the latter o f  m inds —jjgj—  
read ily  attracted  b y  w hatever is new . T h e  form er error may 
perpetually  bo observed  in the reasonings o f  conservative p o li
ticians on th e  q u estion s o f  their ow n day. T h e  latter error  
perpetually  in fects th e  speculations o f  w riters o f  the liberal 
sch oo l w hen they discuss the transactions o f  an earlier a g e .
T h e  form er error is the m ore pernicious in a statesm an, and  
the  la tter  in a historian.

It is n ot easy for any person  w h o , in our tim e, undertakes 
to  treat o f  the revolu tion  w hich overthrew  the S tuarts, to pre
serve w ith stead in ess the  happy m ean betw een  these two ex 
trem es. T h e  question  w hether m em bers o f  the R om an Ca
tho lic  Church cou ld  b e  safely  adm itted  to P arliam ent and to 
oflice  convu lsed  our country during th e  reign  o f  Jam es tho  
S e c o n d , w as se t  at rest by his dow n fa ll, and, having slept 
during m ore than a century, w as rev ived  by that great stirring  
o f  the human m ind w hich fo llow ed  th e  m eetin g  o f  the N atio 
nal A ssem b ly  o f  F ran ce. D uring thirty years tho contest  
w ent on  in both H ou ses o f  P a r lia m en t, in every constituent 
b o d y , in every socia l c irc le . I t  destroyed  adm inistrations, 
broke up p arties, m ade all govern m en t in on e part o f  the  
em pire im p ossib le , and at len gth  brought us to  the verge o f  
civil war. E ven  w hen the struggle had term inated, tho pas
sions to w hich it had g iven  birth still continued  to rage. It 
was scarcely  possib le  for any man w hose m ind was under the  
in fluence o f  those  passions to  se e  tho events o f  the years 1687 
and 1688 in a perfectly  correct ligh t.

O ne class o f  po litic ian s, starting from the true proposition  
that the R evo lu tion  had  b een  a great b lessing  to our country, 
arrived at the fa lse  con clu sion  that no test which the states
m en o f  the R evolu tion  had thought necessary for the  pro
tection  o f  our relig ion  and  our freedom  cou ld  be safely  
abolish ed . A n other class, starting from  the true proposition  
that the d isab ilities im posed  on  the Rom an C atholics had long  
b een  productive o f  noth in g  but m isch ief, arrived at the false  
conclusion  that there never could  have b een  a tim e w hen  
those  d isab ilities cou ld  have been  useful and necessary . T he

5*



G8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

CH AP.
V II .
1691.

form er fallacy pervaded  the sp eech es o f  the acute and learned  
E ld on . T h e  latter was n ot a ltogeth er  w ithout in fluence even  
on an in te llec t so calm and philosophical as that o f  M ackintosh.

P erh a p s, h o w ev er , it w ill b e  found on exam ination  that 
w e m ay v in d icate  the course w hich w as unanim ously approved  
b y all the g rea tE n g lish  statesm en  o f  the seven teenth  century, 
w ithout qu estion ing  the w isdom  o f  the course w hich was as 
unanim ously approved  by all the  great E nglish  statesm en of  
our own tim e.

U n d ou b ted ly  it is an evil that any citizen  should  be exc lu 
d ed  from  civ il em ploym ent on account o f  his relig iou s op in ions:  
bu t a choice betw een  evils is som etim es all that is le ft  to  hu
man w isdom . A  nation m ay b e p laced  in such a situation that 
the m ajority m ust either im pose d isabilities or subm it to them , 
and that what w ould , under ordinary circum stances, b e  ju stly  
condem ned  as persecution , m ay fall w ithin the  bounds o f  le g i
tim ate se lf-d efen ce: and  such  was in the year 1687 th e  situation  
o f  E ngland .

A cco rd in g  to the constitution  o f  the realm , Jam es p o ssess
ed  the  right o f  nam ingalm ost a llp u b lic  functionaries, political, 
ju d ic ia l, ecc les ia stica l, m ilitary, and naval. In  the exercise  
o f  this r igh t h e w as n o t , as our sovereign s now  are, under the  
n ecessity  o f  actin g  in conform ity w ith  the  advice o f  m inisters 
approved  by th e  H o u se  o f  Com m ons. I t  was ev id en t therefore  
th a t, un less ho w ere strictly  bound b y  law to bestow  office on  
none but P ro testa n ts, it w ould  b e  in his pow er to bestow  
office  on n on e bu t R om an C atholics. T h e  R om an C atholics 
w ere few  in num ber; and am ong them  w as n ot a sin g le  man 
w hose serv ices cou ld  b e  seriou sly  m issed  b y  the com m on
w ealth . T h e  proportion which they  b ore  to the population  o f  
E nglan d  was very m uch sm aller than at presen t. F or at present 
a constant stream  o f  em igration runs from  Ireland to our great 
tow ns: but in the seven teenth  century there was n o t even in 
L on d on  an Irish co lon y . F orty-n in e fiftieths o f  the inhabitants 
o f  th e  k ingdom , forty-n ine fiftieths o f  the  property o f  the k in g
d o m , alm ost all the p o litica l, le g a l, and m ilitary ability  and  
know led ge to  b e  found in the k in g d o m , w ere P rotestant. 
N everth eless the K in g , under a stron g  infatuation , had de
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term ined to use liis vast patronage as a m eans o f  m aking p rose
ly tes. T o  be o f  his Church w as, in  his v ie w , the first o f  all 
qualifications for office. T o  bo o f  the national Church w as a 
p ositive  disqualification. H e  reprobated, it is true, in languago  
w hich has been  applauded by som e credulous friends o f  re 
lig ious lib erty , the m onstrous injustice o f  that test w hich e x 
clu d ed  a sm all m inority o f  the nation from public trust: but he  
was at the  sam e tim e instituting a test w hich exclu d ed  the  
m ajority. H o thought it hard that a man w ho was a goo d  
financier and a loyal su b ject should  b e  exclu d ed  from the post 
o f  L ord  T reasurer m erely  for b e in g  a P apist. B u t h e  had  
h im self turned out a L ord  T reasurer whom  h e adm itted to be  
a g o o d  financier and a loyal subject m erely for b eing a P rotes
tant. H e  had rep eated ly  and d istinctly  declared  his resolution  
n ever to put th e  w hite staff in th e  hands o f  any heretic . W ith  
m any other great offices o f  state h e had d ealt in the sam e way. 
A lready  the L ord  P resid en t, th e  L ord  Privy S e a l, th e  Lord  
C ham berlain, the G room  o f  the  S to le , the F irst Lord  o f  the  
T reasury, a Secretary o f  S tate, the L ord  H igh  Com m issioner  
o f  S co tla n d , the C hancellor o f  S co tla n d , the Secretary o f  
Scotland , w ere, or preten d ed  to be, R om an C atholics. M ost 
o f  th ese  functionaries had b een  b red  C hurchm en, and had  
b een  g u ilty  o f  ap o sta sy , op en  or secret, in  order to obtain or 
to k eep  their h igh  p laces. E very P rotestant w ho still h eld  an 
im portant p ost in the  govern m en t h eld  it in constant uncer
tainty and fear. I t  w ould  b e  en d less to recou n t the situations 
o f  a low er rank w hich w ere filled  by the favoured class. Rom an  
Catholics already sw arm ed in every departm ent o f  the public  
serv ice . T h e y  w ere L ords L ieutenants, D eputy  L ieutenants, 
J u d g es, J u stices o f  the P ea ce , Com m issioners o f  the Custom s, 
E nvoys to foreign  cou rts, C olonels o f  regim ents, G overnors 
o f  fortresses. T h e  share w hich in a few  m onths they  had  
obtained  o f  the  tem poral patronage o f  the  crown w as m uch  
m ore than ten tim es as great as they  w ould have had under an 
im partial system . Y et th is was n ot the w orst. T h e y  w ere  
m ade rulers o f  the Church o f  E ngland . M en w ho had assured  
the K in g  that th ey  h eld  his faith sate in the H igh  Com mission, 
and exerc ised  suprem e jurisd iction  in  spiritual th ings o v era ll
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the p relates and priests o f  the  estab lished  re lig ion . E cclesia s
tical b en efices o f  great d ign ity  had  b een  b esto w ed , som e on  
avow ed  P a p is ts , and som e on h a lf  con cea led  P apists. A nd  
all this had been  done w hile  the laws against P opery  w ere still 
u n rep ea led , and w hile Jam es had still a strong in terest in  af
fectin g  resp ect for the  rights o f  co n sc ien ce . W hat then  was 
his conduct lik ely  to b e , i f  his subjects con sen ted  to free  him , 
b y  a leg isla tive  a c t , from  even  the shadow  o f  restraint? Js it 
p ossib le  to doubt thatP rotestants w ould  have b een  as effectual
ly  exclu d ed  from  em p loym en t, by a strictly  lega l use o f  the  
royal p rerogative, as ever R om an Catholics had b een  by A ct 
o f  P arliam ent?

H ow  obstinately  Jam es was d eterm ined  to bestow  on the  
m em bers o f  h is own Church a share o f  patronage a ltogeth er  
ou t o f  proportion to their num bers and im portance is proved  
by th e  instructions w hich, in ex ile  nnd o ld  age, h e  drew up for  
the gu idance o f  his son . I t  is im possib le to rea d  w ithout 
m ingled  pity and  derision  those  efTusions o f  a m ind on which  
all the  d iscip lin e o f  exp erien ce  and ad versity  had b een  ex 
hausted  in vain. T h e  P reten d er is ad v ised , i f  ever  he should  
reign  in E n g la n d , to m ake a  partition o f  o ffices, and carefu lly  
to  reserve  for the m em bers o f  the Church o f  R om e a portion  
w hich m ight have sufficed for them  i f  they had b een  one h a lf 
in stead  o f  on e fiftieth  part o f  the nation . O ne Secretary o f  
S ta te , one Com m issioner o f  the T reasu ry , the Secretary o f  
W ar, the m ajority o f  the great d ignitaries o f  the  household , 
the  m ajority o f  the  officers o f  the arm y, are alw ays to  be Ca
tholics . Such  w ere the designs o f  Jam es after h is perverse  
b igotry  had  drawn on him  a punishm ent w hich had appalled  
th e  w hole w orld . Is it then  p ossib le  to doubt w hat h is conduct 
would have b een  if  his p eop le , d elu d ed  by the em pty nam e o f  
religious lib erty , had suffered him to proceed  w ithout any 
check  ?

E ven  P e n n , in tem perate and u n d iscem in g  as was h is zea l 
for the D eclaration , seem s to have fe lt  that the partiality with  
w hich honours and em olum ents w ere heaped  on R om an Ca
tho lics m ight n o t unnaturally excite  the jea lo u sy  o f  the nation . 
H e  ow ned that, i f  the T e s t  A ct w ere repealed , the P rotestants
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w ere en titled  to an eq u iva len t, and w en t bo far as to su ggest  
severa l equivalents. D u rin g  som e w eek s the  word equivalent, 
then la tely  im ported from  F rance, was in the m ouths o f  all the  
coffee-h ou se  orators; but at length  a few  pages o f  k een  log ic  
and p o lish ed  sarcasm  w ritten b y  H alifax  put an end to these  
id le  projects. O ne o f  P en n ’s schem es was that a law should  
b e p assed  d iv id in g  the patronage o f  the crown into three equal 
p a r ts ; and that to  o n e  on ly  o f  those  parts m em bers o f  the  
Church o f  R om e should  b e  adm itted . E ven  under such an 
arrangem ent th e  m em bers o f  the Church o f  R om e w ould have  
obtained  near tw enty tim es their fair portion  o f  official ap
poin tm ents; and y e t there is no reason  to b elieve  that even to  
such an arrangem ent the K in g  w ould  have con sented . B ut, 
had h e con sented , w hat guarantee cou ld  h e g ive that hew ould  
adhere to his bargain V T h e  dilem m a propounded by H alifax  
w as unansw erable. I f  laws are b inding on y o u , ob serve tho 
law w hich now  ex is ts . I f  laws are n o t b inding on yo u , it is 
id le  to offer us a law  as a security . *

I t  is c lea r , th erefo re , that th e  poin t at issue w as not 
w hether secular offices should  b e  thrown open  to all sects in
differently. W hile  Jam es was K in g  it was inevitab le that thero 
should b e  exclu sion ; and  the only q uestion  was who should be 
ex c lu d e d , P apists or P ro testa n ts, the  few  or th e  m any, a 
hundred  thousand E nglishm en  or five m illions.

Such are the  w eighty  argum ents b y  w hich the conduct o f  
the P rince o f  O range tow ards the E n glish  R om an Catholics 
m ay b e recon ciled  w ith  the  principles o f  religious liberty. 
T h ese  argu m en ts, it  w ill be ob served , have no reference to 
any part o f  the R om an C atholic theology'. I t  will also b e  o b 
served  that they  ceased  to have any force w hen the crown had  
b een  se ttled  on a race o f  P rotestant so vereign s, and w hen the  
pow er o f  the H ou se  o f  Commons in the state had becom e so  
d ecid ed ly  p reponderant that no so v ere ig n , w hatever m ight 
have b een  his op in ions or his inclinations, cou ld  have im itated  
the exam ple o f  Jam es. T h e  n ation , h ow ever, a fter its ter
rors , its s tru g g les , its narrow esca p e , was in a  suspicious and 
v in d ictive  m ood. M eans o f  defence therefore which necessity  

• Johnstone, Jan . 13. 1GS8; Halifax's Anatomy of an Equivalent.
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c h a p .  h a i l  on ce ju stified , and  -which n ecessity  a lon e could  ju stify , 
• ~ isal— w ere obstinately  u sed  lon g  after the n ecessity  had ceased  to  

ex ist, and  w ere n ot abandoned  till vu lgar prejudice had  m ain
tained  a contest o f  m any years aga inst reason . B u t in the  
tim e o f  Jam es reason  and vulgar prejudice w ere on the sam e  
sid e . T h e  fanatical and ignorant w ished  to exclu d e the  R o 
m an C atholic from  office becau se  h e  w orshipped stocks and  
sto n es , because h e  had  the mark o f  the B east, because h e had  
burned  dow n L o n d o n , becau se  h e  had strangled  S ir E d -  
m ondsbury G o d fr e y ; and the m ost jud icious and tolerant 
statesm an , w h ile  sm iling at the d elusions w hich im posed  on  
the p o p u la ce , w as le d , by a very different ro a d , to the sam e 
con clu sion .

T h e  great o b ject o f  W illiam  now  was to unite in on e body  
th e  num erous section s o f  the com m unity w hich regarded  him  
as their com m on head . In  this w ork lie  had severa l ab le and 
trusty coadjutors, am ong w hom  two w ere preem inently useful, 
B u rn et and D yk velt.

Enmity of T h e  serv ices o f  B urnet in d eed  it was necessary to em ploy  
iurniu° wlt,k som e caution. T h e  k in dn ess w ith w hich h e had  b een  

w elcom ed  at th e  H ague had  excited  the rage o f  Jam es. M ary 
rece iv ed  from h er father two letters filled  w ith  in vectives  
against the inso len t and  sed itiou s d iv ine w hom  sh e p ro tected . 
B u t these  accusations had so  little  effect on  her that she sen t  
back answ ers d ictated  by B u rn et h im self. A t len g th , in J a 
nuary 1687, the  K in g  had recou rse to stronger m easures. 
S k e lto n , w ho had represented  the  E nglish  governm ent in the 
U n ited  P ro v in c es , w as rem oved  to P a r is , and was su cceed ed  
b y  A lb e v ille , the w eakest and basest o f  all th e  m em bers o f  the  
J esu itica l cabal. M oney w as A lb ev ille ’s one o b ject; and he  
took  it from  a ll w ho offered  it . H e  was paid at on ce  b y  F rance  
and  b y  H ollan d . N a y , he stoop ed  b elow  even  th e  m iserable  
dign ity  o f  corruption , and accep ted  bribes so sm all that they  
seem ed  better su ited  to a porter or a lacq u ey  than to an E n voy  
w ho had b een  honoured  w ith  an E n glish  baronetcy  and a 
foreign  m arquisate. On on e occasion  he p ock eted  very  com 
p lacen tly  a gratu ity o f  fifty  p isto les as th e  price o f  a  service  
w hich h e  had  ren d ered  to th e  S tates G eneral. T h is m an had
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it in charge to dem and that B u rn et should no lo n ger  bo coun
tenanced  at the H agu e. W illiam , w ho w as n ot inclined  to  
part w ith a valuable fr ien d , answ ered at first w ith h is usual 
co ldness; “ I am  n ot aw are; S ir , th a t, since th e  D o cto r  has 
b een  h ere , he has d on e or said anything o f  which H is M ajesty  
can ju stly  com plain .” B u t Jam es w as perem ptory; the tim e 
for an open  rupture had not a rr iv ed ; and it was necessary to 
g iv e  w ay. D u rin g  m ore than e igh teen  m onths B urnet never  
cam e into the presen ce  o f  either the P rince or the P rin cess:  
but he resid ed  near th e m ; h e  w as fully inform ed o f  all that  
was passing; his ad vice was constantly asked; his pen was 
em ployed  on all im portant occasions; and m any o f  thesharpest 
and m ost effective tracts w hich about that tim e appeared in 
L ondon  w ere ju stly  attributed  to him .

T h e  rage o f  Jam es flam ed h igh . H e  had always been  more 
than  sufficiently prone to the angry passions. B u t none o f  his 
en em ies, n ot even  those  w ho had conspired  against his life , 
not even  those w ho had attem pted  by perjury to  load  him  with  
the gu ilt  o f  treason and assassination , had ever been  regarded  
by him w ith  such  anim osity as ho now  fe lt for B urnet. H is  
M ajesty railed  daily  at the D octor  in  unkingly language, and  
m editated  plans o f  unlaw ful rev en g e . E ven  b lood  w ould  not  
slake that frantic hatred . T h e  in so len t divine m ust b e  tor
tured before he was perm itted  to d ie . F ortunately  ho was by  
birth a S co t; and in S co tla n d , before h e  was g ib b eted  in  the  
Gra8sm arket, his leg s m ight be d islocated  in th e  b oot. P ro 
ceed in gs w ere accord ingly  institu ted  against him  at E d in 
burgh : but he had been  naturalised in  H olland : ho had  
m arried a  wom an o f  fortune who w as a native o f  that province: 
and it w as certain that his ad op ted  country w ould  n ot d eliver  
him up. It was therefore determ ined to kidnap him . Ruffians 
were h ired  w ith great sum s o f  m oney for this perilous and in
fam ous serv ice . A n order for three thousand pounds on this 
account was actually  drawn up for signature in the office o f  
the Secretary  o f  S ta te . L ew is was apprised o f  the design , 
and took a warm in terest in  it. H e  w ould le n d , h e sa id , his 
best assistance to con vey  the  villain to E n g lan d , and w ould  
undertake that the  m inisters o f  the vcngoance o f  Jam es should
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c h a p .  find a secu re  asylum  in  F ra n ce . B u rn et was w ell aware o f  his 
■■■ |6aT'; -  danger: bu t tim idity was not am ong his faults. H e  published  

a  courageous answ er to  the  charges which had b een  brought 
against him  at E d inburgh . H e k n ew , l ie s a id , th a t i tw a s in -  
ten ded  to ex ecu te  him  w ithout a trial: but his trust was in the  
K in g  o f  K in g s, to w hom  innocent b lo o d  w ould  n ot cry in vain, 
even  against the  m ightiest princes o f  the earth. H e  gave a 
farew ell d inner to som e fr ien d s, a n d , after th e  m ea l, took  
solem n lea v e  o f  th em , as a m an w ho was doom ed  to  death, 
and  w ith  w hom  they  could  n o t longer safely con verse. N e 
verth eless h e  continued  to show  h im se lf in all the pub lic  p laces  
o f  th e H a g u e  so  b o ld ly  that his friends reproached  him  b itterly  
w ith his fool-hardiness.*

Mission o f W h ile  B urnet, was W illiam ’s secretary for  E n g lish  affairs 
eiihnd'0 in H olla n d , D y k v elt had b een  n o t less u sefu lly  em p loyed  in  

L on d o n . D yk velt w as on e o f  a rem arkable class o f  pub lic  
m en w h o , h aving b een  bred  to po litics in  the  n ob le  sch oo l o f  
J o h n  D e  W itt , h a d , after the fall o f  that great m inister, 
thou gh t that they  should  b est d ischarge their duty to  the  com 
m onw ealth  by rally ing round the  P rince  o f  O range. O f  the  
diplom atists in  the  serv ice  o f  the U n ited  P rov in ces n on e  was, 
in d ex ter ity , tem per, and m ann ers, superior to  D yk velt. In

* B urnet, i. 126—131.; Answer to the Crim inal Letters issued out 
against Dr. B urnet; Avaux Neg., July }}., *i>‘ 1681, Jan . ){. 16S8;

Lewis to Barillon, Johnstone of W aristoun , Feb. 21. 1688;
Lady Itussell to Dr. Fitzw illiam , Oct. 5.1681. As It has been suspected 
that B urnet, who certainly was not in the habit of underrating his own 
im portance, exaggerated the danger to which he was exposed, I will 
give the words of Lewis and of Johnstone. “ Qui que ce s o it,"  says 
Lewis, “ qui entreprenne de l'enlever en Hollande trouvera non seule
m ent une re tra ite  assurée et une entière protection dans mes é ta ts , mais 
aussi toute l’assistance qu 'il pourra désirer pour faire conduire 
sûrem ent ce scélérat eu A ngleterre." “ The business of Bamfield 
(Burnet) is certainly tru e ,"  says Johnstone. “ No man doubts of it here, 
and som e concerned do not deny it. llis  friends say they hear he takes 
no care of h im self, bu t out of vanity, to show his courage, shows his 
folly; so th a t, if 111 happen on i t ,  all people will laugh at it. Fray tell 
him so much from Jones (Johnstone). If some could be catched 
making their coup d'essai on h im , it will do much to frighten them  from 
m aking any attem pt on Ogle (the l’rince).”
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know led ge o f  E nglish  affairs none seem s to have b een  h is t ”*p- 
equal. A  p reten ce  w as found for despatching h im , early in  168j 
the year 1G87, to E ngland  on a specia l m ission  with credentials  
from  th e S tates G eneral. B u t in truth his em bassy w as n o t to  
th e  g o v ern m en t, but to the  opposition; and his conduct was 
gu id ed  b y  private instructions w hich had been  drawn by  
B u rn et, and approved  by W illiam .*

D yk velt rep orted  that Jam es w as bitterly m ortified by the  
conduct o f  the P rin ce  and P rin cess. “ M y nephew ’s d u ty ,’’ DvkTdt 
said  the K in g , “  is to  strengthen  my hands. B u t h e  has alw ays English 
taken  a  p leasure in  crossin g  m e .” D yk velt answ ered  that i n sUlt*- 
m atters o f  private concern  I lis  H igh n ess had show n, and was 
ready to  sh o w , the grea test deferen ce to the K in g’s w ishes; 
but that it w as scarcely  reasonable to ex p ect the aid o f  a P ro 
testant prince against th e  P rotestant religion.** T h e  K ing was 
sile n c e d , bu t not ap p eased . H e  saw , w ith  ill humour w hich  
h e cou ld  n o t d isg u ise , that D yk velt was m ustering and drilling  
all the  various d iv isions o f  the opposition  w ith a skill which  
w ould  have b een  cred itab le to  the  ab lest E nglish  statesm an, 
and w hich  w as m arvellous in  a foreigner. T h e  clergy  w ere  
to ld  that they w ou ld  find the  P rin ce  a friend  to ep iscopacy and  
to the  B o o k  o f  Com m on P rayer. T h e  N onconform ists were  
en cou raged  to ex p ect from  h im , n ot only to leration , but also  
com prehension . E ven  the  R om an C atholics w ere con cilia ted;  
and som e o f  the  m ost respectable am ong them  d ecla red , to 
th e  K in g’s fa c e , that they  w ere satisfied  with w hat D yk velt  
p ro p o sed , and that they  w ould  rather have a  to leration , se
cured by statu te,than  an illega l and precarious ascendency.***
T h e  ch iefs o f  all the im portant section s o f  the  nation had fre
q u en t con feren ces in the presen ce o f  the d exterou s E nvoy.
A t these  m eetin gs th e  sense  o f  th e  T o r y  party w as chiefly ruaij. 
spoken  by th e  E arls o f  D anby and N ottingham . T h ou gh  m ore

• B urnet, i. 70S.; A vaui Neg., J a n . F e b .  tC87; Van Kampen, 
K araklcrkundc dcr Vaderlandsche Geschiedenis.

•* B urnet, i. T il. Dykvelt's despatches to the Slates General contain, 
as far as 1 have seen o r can lea rn , not a word about the real object of 
his mission. His correspondence with the P rince of Orange was strictly 
private.

” * Bonrcpaux, Sept. R . 1687.
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than e ig h t years had elapsed  sin ce  D anby h ad  fa llen  from  
p ow er, his nam e w as still great am ong the o ld  Cavaliers o f  
E ngland; and m any even  o f  those  W higs w ho had form erly  
persecu ted  him w ere now  d isp osed  to adm it that he had  suf
fered  for faults n ot his ow n , and  that his zea l for th e  prero
g a t iv e , though  it h ad  often  m isled  h im , had b een  tem pered , 
by two feelings w hich d id  him  honour, zeal for the estab lish ed  
re lig io n , and  zea l for the  d ign ity  and in d ep en d en ce o f  his 
country. H e  was also h igh ly esteem ed  at the H a g u e , w h ere  
it was never  forgotten  that he was the  person  w h o , in sp ite  o f  
the in fluence o f  F rance and  o f  the P a p is ts , had  induced  
C harles to  bestow  the  hand o f  the  L ad y M ary on  her cousin .

D an ie l F in ch , E arl o f  N ottin gh am , a noblem an w hose  
nam e w ill frequently  recur in the h istory o f  three  eventfu l 
reigns, sprang from  a  fam ily o f  unrivalled  foren sic  em inence. 
O ne o f  his k insm en had borne the sea l o f  Charles the First, had  
prostituted  em inent parts and  learn in g  to evil p u rp oses, and  
had  b een  pursued by the ven gean ce o f  the  Com m ons o f  E n g 
land w ith F alk land  at their h ead . A  m ore honourable renow n  
had in  th e  su cceed in g  gen eration  b een  obtained  by H en ea g e  
F in ch . H e had im m ediately  after the  R estoration  b een  ap
p o in ted  S o lic itor  G eneral. H e  had  su b seq u en tly  risen  to bo 
A ttorn ey  G en eral, L o rd  K e e p e r , L ord  C hancellor, B aron  
F in c h , and E arl o f  N ottin gh am . T h rou gh  this prosperous 
career lie  had  alw ays h eld  the  prerogative as h igh  as h e  h o
n estly  or d ecen tly  cou ld ; but h e  had never b een  con cern ed  
in  any m achinations against the  fundam ental law s o f  the realm . 
In  th e  m idst o f  a corrupt court h e  had  k ep t his personal in te
grity  u nsu llied . H e  had en joyed  h igh  fam e as an orator, 
though h is d iction , form ed  on m odels anterior to the  civ il 
w ars, w as, tow ards the  c lo se  o f  his l ife , pron ou n ced  stiff and  
p ed an tic  b y  the w its o f  the rising  gen eration . In  W estm inster  
H a ll h e  is still m entioned  w ith resp ect as the  m an w ho first 
ed u ced  out o f  the  chaos an cien tly  ca lled  by th e  nam e o f  equ ity  
a new  system  o f  ju r isp ru d en ce, as regular and com p lete as 
that w hich is adm inistered  b y  the J u d g es  o f  the  Com mon  
L aw .* A  considerable part o f  the moral and in te llectual 

* Sec Lord Campbell’s Lite of him.
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character o f  this great m agistrate had descen ded  with the title  c”JA,r’- 
o f  N ottingham  to Iiis e ld est son . T b is s o n , E a r lD a n ie t , was 16aT' 
an honourable and virtuous m an. T hough  enslaved  b y  som e 
absurd prejudices, and though liab le to  strange fits o f  caprice, 
h e  cannot b e  accu sed  o f  having d eviated  from  th e path o f  
right in search either o f  unlawful gain or o f  unlawful p leasure.
L ik e h is father h e  w as a d istinguished  speaker, im pressive, 
hut prolix , and too m onoton ou sly  so lem n. T h e  person  o f  the  
orator was in p erfect harm ony with h is oratory. I iis  attitude  
was rig id ly  erec t; his com plexion  so dark that h e  m ight have  
passed  for a native o f  a warm er clim ate than ours; and his 
harsh features w ere com p osed  to  an expression  resem bling  
that o f  a c h ie f  m ourner at a funeral. I t  was com m only said  
tha t he lo o k ed  rather lik e  a Spanish  grandee than lik e  an E n g 
lish gen tlem an . T h e  nicknam es o f  D ism al, D on  D ism allo, 
and D on  D ie g o , w ere fa sten ed  on him b y  je s te r s , and are not 
y e t  forgotten . H e  had paid m uch attention  to the  sc ien ce  by  
w hich his fam ily had been  raised to g r e a tn e ss , and w as, fo r a  
man b o m  to  rank and w ealth , w onderfu lly  w ell read in the  
law s o f  h is country. H e  was a d evoted  son o f  the Church, 
and show ed  his resp ect for her in two w ays n ot usual am ong  
those  L ords w ho in h is tim e boasted  that they  w ere her esp e
cial friends, b y  w riting tracts in defen ce  o f  her dogm as, and by  
shap ing  his private life  according to  her precepts. L ike other  
zealous ch u rch m en , h e  h ad , till recen tly , been  a strenuous  
supporter o f  m onarchical authority. B u t to th e  policy  which  
had been  pursued  since th e  suppression o f  the W estern  insur
rection  lie  w as b itterly  h o stile , and n ot the less so because his 
you n ger b rother H en ea g e  had been  turned out o f  th e  office o f  
S olic itor  G eneral for refusing to  d efen d  the K ing's d ispensing  
pow er.*

W ith  th ese  two great T ory  Earls was now  united H alifax, i i i i i f n .  

the accom plished  c h ie f  o f  the T rim m ers. O ver th e  m ind of  
N ottingham  in d eed  H alifax  appears to have had at this time a 
great a scen d en cy . B etw een  H alifax and D an b y there was an

* Johnstone's Correspondence; Mackay’s M em oirs; A rbulhnot’s 
John B ull; Swift's writings from 1710 to 1714, p n tr im i  W inston's Letter 
to the Karl of Nottingham , and the E arl’s answer.
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enm ity w hich began  in the court o f  C harles, and w hich , at a 
later p er io d , d isturbed the court o f  W illiam , but w h ich , lik e  
m any other en m ities, rem ained su sp en d ed  during the tyranny  
o f  J am es. T h e  fo es frequently  m et in the  councils h e ld  by  
D yk velt, and  a g reed  in  exp ressin g  dislike o f  the  p o licy  o f  the  
governm ent and reveren ce for th e  P rince  o f  O range. T h e  
different characters o f  the two statesm en appeared strongly  in  
their dealings w ith th e  D u tch  en voy . H alifax  show ed an ad
m irable ta len t for d isq u isition , but shrank from  com ing to  
any b o ld  and irrevocab le d ec is io n . D a n b y , far less subtle  
and eloq u en t, d isp layed  m ore e n erg y , reso lu tion , and practi
cal sagacity.

Severa l em inent W higs w ere in constant com m unication  
w ith D y k v e lt:  but th e  heads o f  the great h ou ses o f  C avendish  
a n d itu sse l could  n ot take quite so active and prom inent a part 
as m ight have b een  exp ected  from  th e ir  station and their op i
n ions. T h e  fam e and fortunes o f  D evon sh ire w ere at that m o
m ent under a c lou d . H e  had an unfortunate quarrel w ith the  
court, arising, n o t from a public and honourable cause, but from  
a p rivate brawl inw hich  even  his warm est friends co u ld n o tp ro -  
n ounce him a ltogeth er b lam eless. H e  had g o n e  to W hitehall to  
pay his duty, and  had there  b een  insu lted  by a m an nam ed Co- 
lep ep p er, on e o f  a se t o f  bravoes w ho in fested  the purlieus o f  
th e  court, and w ho attem pted  to  curry favour w ith  the govern
m ent by affronting m em bers o f  the opposition . T h e  K in g  him 
s e lf  exp ressed  grea t indignation at the m anner in w hich on e o f  
his m ost d istinguished  peers had b een  treated  under the royal 
roof; and D evon sh ire was pacified by an intim ation that the  
offender should  never again b e  adm itted  in to  the  pa lace. T h e  
in terd ict, how ever, w as soon  taken off. T h e  E arl’s resen t
m ent rev ived . H is servants took  up h is cause . H ostilities  
such as seem ed  to b e lo n g  to a  ruder a g e  disturbed  the  streets  
o f  W estm in ster . T h e  tim e o f  the P rivy  C ouncil w as occup ied  
b y the  crim inations and  recrim inations o f  the adverse parties. 
C olepepper’s w ife declared  that she and her hushand w en t in 
danger o f  their liv es, and that their house had b een  assaulted  
by ruffians in  the C avendish livery . D evonshire rep lied  that 
h e  had b een  fired at from  C olepepper’s w indow s. T h is  was
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vehem ently  d en ied . A  p isto l, it  was o w n ed , loaded  with C,,AI'- 
gu n p ow d er, had b een  d ischarged. B u t this had  b een  done — j ■ 
in a m om ent o f  terror m erely for  the purpose o f  alarm ing the  
G uards. W hile  this feu d  was at the h eigh t the Earl m et C ole- 
pepper in  the draw ing-room  at W hitehall, and fancied  that he  
saw triumph and defiance in  the b u lly’s countenance. N oth in g  
unseem ly p assed  in the royal sigh t; b u t, as soon as the  
enem ies had le ft  th e  presen ce  cham ber, D evonshire proposed  
that th ey  should  instantly d ecid e  their dispute w ith their  
sw ords. T h is  challen ge was refu sed . T h en  the  high spirited  
peer forgot the resp ect w hich he ow ed  to th e  p lace where he  
stood  and to his ow n character, and struck C olepepper in the  
faco with a  cane. A ll classes a g reed  in condem ning this act 
as m ost ind iscreet and in d ecen t;  nor could D evon sh ire him 
self, w hen h e had co o led , think o f  it w ithout vexation  and  
sham e. T h e  g o v ern m en t, h ow ever, w ith its usual folly , 
treated  him  so sev ere ly  that in  a short tim e the public sym 
pathy was all on  his sid e . A  crim inal inform ation w as filed in 
the  K in g 's  B e n c h . T h e  defen dan t took his stand on the pri
v ileg es o f  th e  p eerage; but on  this poin t a d ecision  was 
prom ptly g iv e n  aga inst h im ; nor is it possib le to deny that the  
d ec is io n , w hether it w ere or w ere n o t accord ing to  the tech 
n ical rules o f  E n g lish  la w , w as in strict conform ity with the  
great prin cip les on  w hich all laws ought to be fram ed. N o 
thing was then  le ft  to him  but to p lead  gu ilty . T h e  tribunal 
h a d , by su ccess ive  d ism issions, b een  red u ced  to such com - 
p leto  su b jectio n , that th e  governm ent w hich had instituted  
th e  prosecution  w as a llow ed  to prescribe the punishm ent.
T h e  J u d g es  w aited  in a body on J e ffr ey s , who insisted  that 
they shou ld  im pose a fine o f  n ot less  than thirty thousand  
pounds. T h irty  thousand p ou n d s, w hen com pared w ith the  
revenues o f  the E nglish  grandees o f  that a g e , m ay b e con
sidered  as eq u ivalen t to a  hundred and fifty thousand pounds 
in the  n in eteen th  century. In th e  presen ce  o f  th e  Chancellor 
n ot a w ord o f  disapprobation was u ttered: b u t, when the  
J u d g es had r e tired , Sir Joh n  P o w ell, in whom  all the little  
h on esty  o f  the bench  w as concentrated , m uttered  that the pro
p osed  penalty  was enorm ous, and that one ten th  part w ould
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b e  am ply sufficient. H is brethren did n ot agree  w ith  him ; 
nor d id  l ie , on this o cca sio n , show  the  courage b y  w h ich , on  
a m em orable day som e m onths la ter , be signally  retrieved  bis 
fam e. T h e  Earl was accord ingly  condem ned  to a  fine o f  
thirty thousand p o u n d s, and to im prisonm ent till paym ent 
should  b e  m ade. Such  a sum could  n ot then  b e  raised at a 
day’s n otice even by the  greatest o f  the nob ility . T h e  sen 
ten ce  o f  im prisonm ent, how ever, w as m ore easily  pronounced  
than ex ecu ted . D evon sh ire  had retired  to  C hatsw orth, w here  
he w as em ployed  in turning the old  G othic m ansion o f  his 
fam ily into an ed ifice w orthy o f  P a llad io . T h e  P eak  was in 
th o se  days alm ost as rude a district as Connem ara now  is ,  and  
the  S h eriff found, or pretended , that it was d ifficult to arrest 
the lord o f  so w ild  a reg ion  in the  m idst o f  a d evoted  h o u se
h old  and tenantry. S om e days w ere thus ga in ed : but at last  
both  the E arl and th e  SlierifT w ere lo d g ed  in prison . M ean
w hile a crow d o f  in tercessors exerted  their in lluence. T h e  
story ran that the C ountess D ow ager o f  D evon sh ire had ob
tained adm ittance to  the royal c lo se t , that she had rem inded  
Jam es how  her brother-in-law , the gallant Charles C avendish, 
had fallen  at G ainsborough fighting for the crow n, and that 
sh e  had prod u ced  n o te s , w ritten by Charles the F irst and  
Charles the S econ d , in ack n ow led gm ent o f  great sum s len t by  
her Lord during the civil trou bles. T h o se  loans bad never  
b een  rep a id , a n d , w ith  the  in terest, am ounted , it  was said , 
to  m ore even  than the im m ense fine w hich the Court o f  K in g ’s 
B ench  bad im posed . T h ere  w as another consideration  w hich  
seem s to have had m ore w eigh t w ith  the  K ing than the  m e
m ory o f  form er serv ices. I t  m ight b e  necessary to call a P ar
liam ent. W h en ever that even t took  place it was b elieved  that 
D evon sh ire w ould bring a writ o f  error. T h e  poin t on which  
ho m eant to appeal from the jud gm en t o f  the  K in g ’s B ench  
related  to the priv ileges o f  p eerage. T h e  tribunal before  
w hich the appeal m ust com e was th e  H ouse o f  P eers . On 
b u c I i  an occasion  th e  Court could n ot b e  certain o f  the support 
even o f  the m ost courtly n ob les. T h er e  was little doubt that 
the  sen ten ce  w ould b e  an n u lled , and th a t, by grasping at too  
m uch, the governm ent w ould lo se  all. Jam es w as therefore
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d isposed  to a  com prom ise. D evon sh ire was inform ed th a t, i f  c h a p . 

he w ou ld  g iv e  a bond  for the w hole fine , and thus preclu d e •• l68,' 
h im self from  the advantage w hich h e  m ight derive from  a writ 
o f  error , h e  should  be se t at liberty . W hether th e  bond  
should  b e  en forced  or n o t w ould depend  on his subsequent 
conduct. I f  h e w ou ld  support the  d ispensing pow er noth ing  
w ould  be ex a cted  from  him . I f  he was b en t on popularity he  
m ust pay thirty thousand pou n ds for it. H e  refu sed , during  
som e tim e, to  con sen t to  these  term s; but confinem ent was 
insupportable to h im . H e  sign ed  the  b o n d , and w as le t  out 
o f  prison: b u t, though h e  con sented  to lay th is heavy burden  
on his esta te , n o th in g  cou ld  induce him to prom ise that h e  
w ould abandon his principles and his party. I le  was still 
entrusted  w ith all the secrets o f  the  op p osition: but during 
som e m onths his p o litica l friends thought it b est for him 
s e lf  and for the  cause that h e  should  rem ain in the back
ground.*

T h e  Earl o f  B ed fo rd  had  never  recovered  from the effects 
o f  the great calam ity w h ich , four years b e fo re , had alm ost 
broken h is heart. From  private as w ell as from  p ublic  feelings  
h e was adverse to  th e  C ourt: b u t h e  w as n o t active  in con 
certing m easures against it. H is p lace  in the  m eetings o f  the  
m alecontents was supplied  b y  his nep h ew . T h is  w as the  
celeb rated  Edw ard R u sse ll , a man o f  und oub ted  courage and Edward 
capacity , but o f  lo o se  princip les and turbulent tem per. H o  
was a sa ilor , had d istinguished  h im se lf  in h is p ro fess ion , and  
had in the late reign  h eld  an office in the pa lace. B u t all the  
ties w hich bound him  to the  royal fam ily had b een  sundered  
by the death  o f  his cousin  W illiam . T h e  daring , unquiet, 
and vindictive seam an now  sate in the councils ca lled  b y  the  
D utch  envoy as the  rep resentative o f  the b o ld est  and m ost

* Kennel's funeral serm on on the Duke of Devonshire, and Memoirs 
of the family o f C avendish; Stale T ria ls ; Privy Council B ook, March 5,
1SSJ; B arillon, 168T; Johnstone , Dec. 1681; Lords’ Journals,
May 0. 1689. “ Ses amis e t ses p ro ch es,"  says B arillon, “ lui conseillent 
de prendre le bon p a rti, m ais il persiste Jusqu’à présent à ne se point 
soum ettre. S’il vouloit se bien conduire et renoncer à être populaire, 
il ne payeroit pas l'am ende , mais s’il op in iâ tre , il lui en coûtera trente 
m ille pièces, e t il dem eurera prisonnier ju squ 'à  l'ac tuel payem ent.” 

ilacaulay , History. III. 6
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c h a p . eager section  o f  th e  o p p osition , of those m en-w ho, under the 
nam es o f  R ou n d h ea d s, E x c lu sio n ists , and W h ig s , had main
tained  with various fortune a co n test o f  five and forty years 
against three su ccessive  K in gs. T h is party , la tely  prostrate  
and alm ost ex tin c t, but now  again full o f  life  and rapidly  
rising  to a sc en d e n c y , w as troubled b y  none o f  th e  scruples 
w hich still im peded  the m ovem ents o f  T or ie s and T rim m ers, 
and w as prepared  to draw the sw ord against th e  tyrant on the  
first day on w hich the sw ord could  b e  drawn with reasonable  
hope o f  su ccess.

T h re e  m en are y e t  to be m en tion ed  with whom  D yk velt  
was in confidential com m unication , and by w hose help  lie  
hoped to secure the g o o d  w ill o f  three great professions. 

Com pion. B ish op  Com pton w as th e  agen t em ployed  to m anage the  
H e rb e r t, c lergy: Adm iral H erbert undertook  to ex er t  all his influence  

over the n a v y ; and an in terest was estab lish ed  in the army by  
the instrum entality o f  Churchill.

T h e  con d u ct o f  C om pton and H erbert requires no exp la
nation . H a v in g , in all th ings secu lar , served  th e  crown with 
zea l and fid e lity , they  had incurred the  royal d ispleasure by  
refusing to b e  em ployed  as too ls for the destruction  o f  their 
own relig ion . B o th  o f  them  had learned  b y  exp erien ce  how  
soon  Jam es forgot o b lig a tio n s , and how  b itterly  he rem em 
bered  w hat it  p leased  him to  consider as w rongs. T h e  B ishop  
had b y  an illegal sen ten ce  b een  suspended  from  his episcopal 
functions. T h e  Adm iral had  in on e hour b een  red u ced  from  

Chorchiu.opulence to penury. T h e  situation o f  Churchill was w idely  
different. H e  had b een  raised  b y  the royal bounty from  
obscurity to em in en ce, and from poverty  to w ealth . H aving  
started  in life  a n eed y  en sig n , h e  w as n o w , in his thirty- 
seven th  yea r , a M ajor G en era l, a peer  o f  S co tla n d , a  peer  
o f  E ngland: he com m anded a troop o f  L ife  G uards: he had 
b een  appointed  to severa l honourable and lucrative offices; 
and as y e t  there was no sign  that he had  lo st any part o f  the  
favour to w hich he ow ed so m uch. H e  w as bound to Jam es, 
n ot on ly  by the  com m on ob ligations o f  a lleg ia n ce , but by  
m ilitary honour, by personal g ra titu d e, a n d , as appeared to  
superficial observers, by the stron gest ties of in terest. B u t
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Churchill h im se lf w as no superficial observer. H e  knew ciup. 
exactly w hat his in terest really  was. I f  his m aster w ere once ■ [•¿,8~T:~  
at full liberty to em ploy P a p is ts , n ot a sin g le  P rotestant w ould  
be em p loyed . F or a tim e a few  h igh ly  favoured servants 
o f  the crown m ight possib ly  b e exem pted  from the general 
proscription in the hope that they  w ould b e  induced  to change  
their relig ion . B u t even  th e se  w ou ld , after a short resp ite, 
fall one by o n e , as R och ester  had already fa llen . Churchill 
might in d eed  secure h im se lf from  this d an ger, and m ight raise 
him self still h igher in the royal favour, by conform ing to the  
Church o f  R o m e ; and it m ight seem  that one w ho was not less  
distinguished  by avarice and b asen ess than by capacity and 
valour was n ot lik ely  to b e  sh ock ed  at the  thou gh t o f  hearing  
a m ass. B u t so  inconsisten t is human nature that there are 
tender spots even  in seared  con sc ien ces. A nd  thus this man, 
who had ow ed  h is rise to h is sis ter’s d ish on ou r, w ho had been  
kep t by th e  m ost p ro fu se , im perious, and sham eless o f  
h arlots, and w hose public life , to  those  w ho can look  steadily  
through the d azzling blaze o f  gen ius and glory , w ill appear a 
prod igy  o f  turpitu d e, b elieved  im plicitly in the relig ion  which  
h e had learned  as a b o y , and shuddered  at the thou gh t o f  
form ally abjuring it. A  terrib le a lternative was before him.
T h e  earthly evil which h e m ost dread ed  was poverty . T h e  
on e crim e from  which his heart reco iled  w as apostasy . A nd, 
i f  the designs o f  the Court su cc eed ed , h e cou ld  n ot doubt 
that betw een  poverty and apostasy h e  m ust soon  m ake his 
ch oice . H e therefore determ ined  to  cross those  d esign s; and  
it soon appeared that there was no gu ilt and no disgrace which  
he was n ot ready to incur, in order to  escap e from  the  
necessity  o f  parting either w ith his p laces or w ith his re
ligion.*

• The motive which determ ined the conduct of the Churchills is 
shortly and plainly set forth in the Duchess of M arlborough’s Vindi
cation. “ It w as," she says , “ evident to all the world th a t, as things 
were carried on by King Jam es , everybody sooner o r la ter m ust be 
ru ined , who would not becom e a Roman Catholic. This consideration 
made me very well pleased a t the Prince of Orange’s undertaking to 
rescue us from such slavery."

0*



84 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

c h a p . It  w as n ot on ly  as a m ilitary com m ander, h igh  in rank , and  
""i687~  d istinguished  by sk ill and cou ra g e , that Churchill was ab le to 
udj render services to the  opposition . I t  w as, i f  not abso lu tely  
lid'Tho"1 essen tia l, y e t  m ost im portant, to th e  su ccess o f  W illiam ’s 
princes, plans that h is sister-in-law , w ho, in  th e  order o f  su ccession  to 

n“ ‘ the E nglish  th r o n e , s to o d  betw een  his w ife and him self, 
shou ld  act in cordial union w ith  him . A ll h is d ifficulties 
w ould  have b een  greatly  augm ented  if  A n n e had d eclared  
h erse lf  favourable to the In d u lgen ce. W hich  sid e  she m ight 
take d ep en d ed  on  the w ill o f  o thers. F or h er  understanding  
w as slu ggish ; an d , though  there was latent in her character  
a  hereditary w ilfulness and stubbornness w h ich , m any years 
la ter, great pow er and great provocations d ev e lo p ed , sho 
w as as y e t  a w illing slave to a nature far m ore v ivacious and  
im perious than her ow n. T h e  person  b y  whom  she w as ab
solu tely  g overn ed  was the w ife o f  C hurchill, a w om an who  
afterw ards exerc ised  a great in fluence on the fate o f  E ngland  
and o f  E urope.

T h e  nam e o f  this ce leb rated  favourite was Sarah Jen n in gs. 
H er eld er  sis ter , F ran ces, had b een  d istinguished  by beauty  
and levity  even  am ong the  crow d o f  beautifu l faces and  ligh t  
characters w hich adorned  and d isgraced  W hitehall during the  
w ild  carnival o f  th e  R estoration . On one occasion  F ran ces  
d ressed  h erse lf  lik e  an orange g irl and cried  fruit about the  
streets.*  S o b er p eop le  pred icted  that a g irl o f  so little  d is
cretion and delicacy  w ou ld  n ot easily  find a husband. Sho  
was how ever tw ice m arried , and w as now  the w ife o f  T yr-  
con n el. S arah , le ss  regularly  b eau tifu l, w as perhaps m ore  
attractive. H er  face was ex p ressiv e: her form  w anted  no  
fem inine charm ; and the profusion  o f  her fine h a ir , n ot y e t  
d isgu ised  by pow der accord ing to that barbarous fashion  
w hich she liv ed  to se e  in trodu ced , w as th e  d eligh t o f  nu
m erous adm irers. A m ong the  gallants w ho su ed  for her  
favour, C olonel C hurchill, y o u n g , h a n d som e, gra cefu l, in
sinuating, e loq u en t and  brave, obtained  the preferen ce. H e  
m ust have b een  enam oured in d eed . F o r  h e  had  little  pro
perty ex cep t the  annuity w hich h e  had b ou gh t w ith the in- 

* Gram m ont’i  M em oirs; Pcpys’s Diary, Feb. 21. 168}.
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fam ous w ages b estow ed  on him b y  the  D u ch ess o f  C lev e la n d : 
ho was insatiab le o f  riches: Sarah was p oor; and a  plain girl 
with a  large fortune was proposed  to him . H is lo v e , after a 
struggle, prevailed  over his avarice' m arriage only stren gth en 
ed  his passion; a n d , to  the last hour o f  his life , Sarah 
en joyed  the  p leasure and distinction o f  b eing th e  one human 
b ein g  w ho was ab le to m islead that far -sighted and sure-footed  
ju d g m en t, who w as fervently  loved  by that cold  heart, and 
who was serv ilely  feared  by that in trep id  spirit.

In  a w orldly sense  th e  fidelity  o f  Churchill’s lo v e  was 
am ply rew arded. H is b r id e , though slenderly  portioned, 
brought with her a  dowry w h ich , jud iciou sly  em p lo y ed , m ade 
him at len gth  a D u k e o f  E n g lan d , a P rince o f  the E m pire, the 
captain general o f  a great coa lition , the arbiter betw een  
m ighty p r in ces , a n d , what h e  valued  m o re , the w ealthiest 
subject in  E urope. S h e  had been  brought up from  childhood  
w ith the P rin cess A n n e ; and a c lo se  friendship had arisen  
betw een  th e  g ir ls. In  character they  resem bled  each other  
very litt le . A n n e w as slow  and taciturn. T o  those whom  
she lov ed  she was m eek . T h e  form w hich her anger assum ed  
w as su llen n ess. S h e  had a strong sense  o f  re lig io n , and was 
attached  even  w ith b igotry  to th e  rites and governm ent o f  the 
Church o f  E ngland . Sarah w as liv e ly  and v o lu b le , dom i
n eered  over those  w hom  she regarded  w ith m ost k indness, 
an d , w hen sh e was o ffen d ed , vented  her rage in tears and  
tem pestuous reproaches. T o  sanctity she m ade no pretence, 
an d , in d e e d , narrowly escap ed  the im putation o f  irreligion. 
S h e w as n o t y e t  w hat sh e  becam e w hen one class o f  v ices had  
b een  fully d ev e lo p ed  in her by prosperity , and another by  
ad versity , w hen her brain had b een  turned by success and  
fla ttery , w hen  h er  heart had b een  ulcerated by disasters and 
m ortifications. S h e  lived  to be that m ost od ious and m iser
ab le o f  hum an b e in g s , an ancient crone at war w ith her w hole  
k in d , a t war w ith her own children and grandch ildren , great 
in d eed  and r ich , but valu ing greatness and riches chiefly 
becau se they  enab led  her to brave p ub lic  opinion and to in
d u lge  w ithout restraint her hatred to the liv ing and  the  dead .

CHAP.
V II.
1 6 8 7 .
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In the reign  o f  Jam es sh e  was regarded  as noth in g  w orse than  
a fine h igh-sp ir ited  young w om an, w ho cou ld  now  and then  
bo cross and  arbitrary, bu t w hose flaws o f  tem per m ight w ell 
b e  pardoned in  consideration  o f  her charm s.

I t  is a com m on observation  that d ifferences o f  taste, under
stan d in g , and  d isp o sitio n , are no im pedim ents to friendship , 
and that the c lo se st  in tim acies o ften  ex ist betw een  m inds each  
o f  w hich supplies w hat is w anting to the other. Lady Churchill 
was lov ed  and  even  w orshipped  b y  A n n e. T h e  P rincess could  
not liv e  apart from  th e o b ject o f  her rom antic fon d n ess. S h e  
m arried , and w as a faithful and even  an affectionate w ife. 
B ut P rince  G e o r g e , a dull man w hose c h ie f  p leasures wero  
d erived  from  his dinner and  his b o ttle , acqu ired  over  her no 
in fluence com parable to that exerc ised  by h er  fem ale friend , 
and soon  g a v e  h im self up w ith  stupid p atience  to the dom inion  
o f  that veh em en t and com m anding spirit by w hich  his w ife  
was govern ed . Children w ere born to the royal pair: and  
A n n e w as b y  no m eans w ithout the feelings o f  a m other. B ut 
the  ten dern ess w hich sh e  fe lt  for her offspring w as languid  
w hen com pared  w ith her devotion  to th e  com panion o f  her  
early years. A t len g th  the P rin cess becam e im patient o f  the  
restraint w hich e tiq u ette  im posed  on her. S h e  cou ld  n ot bear  
to hear th e  w ords M adam and R oya l H igh n ess from  the lips 
o f  on e w ho was m oro to h er  than a sister. Such  w ords wero  
in d eed  necessary  in  the ga llery  or the d raw in g-room ; b u t they  
w ere d isused  in the c lo set. A nne w as M rs. M orley: L ady  
Churchill was M rs. F reem an; and under th ese  child ish  nam es 
was carried on during tw enty  years a corresp on d en ce on  
which at last the  fate o f  adm inistrations and d ynasties d e
p en d ed . B u t as y e t  A n n e had no p olitical pow er and little  
patronage. H er friend  a tten d ed  her as first L ady o f  the  B e d 
ch am ber, with a salary o f  on ly  four hundred  pounds a year. 
T h er e  is reason , h ow ever, to  b elieve  th a t, even  at th is tim e, 
C hurchill was ab le to gratify his ru ling passion  by m eans of 
his w ife’s in fluence. T h e  P r in cess , thou gh  her incom o was 
large and her tastes sim ple, contracted  d ebts which her father, 
not w ithout som e m urm urs, d isch arged: and it was rum oured
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that her em barrassm ents had b een  caused by her prodigal chap. 
bounty to her favourite. * —TsiTi

A t len gth  th e  tim e bad arrived w hen this singular friend
ship w as to ex erc ise  a great in fluence on  p ub lic  affairs. W hat  
part A n n e w ould  take in the con test which distracted  England  
was m atter o f  d eep  a n x iety . F ilial duty w as on  one sid e . T h e  
interests o f  the relig ion  to w hich she was sincerely  attached  
w ere on th e  other. A  less  inert nature m ight w ell have re
m ained lo n g  in  suspense w hen drawn in opposite directions b y  
m otives so stron g  and so resp ectab le . B u t the influence o f  
the Churchills d ecid ed  the  question; and their patroness  
becam e an im portant m em ber o f  that exten sive league o f  
which the P rin ce  o f  O range w as the head .

In  Ju n e  1087 D y k v e lt  returned  to the  H agu e. H e  pro- Dji-r.it 
sented  to  the S tates G eneral a royal ep istle  filled  with eu logies to the 
o f  his con d u ct during h is resid en ce in L on d on . T h ese  
eu log ies h ow ever w ere m erely  form al. J a m es, in  private t e r .  t« “ 
com m unications w ritten w ith his own hand , b itterly  com - e m in en t 

plained  that th e  E n voy  had  liv ed  in c lose intim acy with the £”' h>h" 
m ost factious m en in th e  rea lm , and had encouraged  them  in  
all their ev il purposes. D y k v e lt  carried w ith  him also a packet 
o f  letters from  the m ost em inent o f  those w ith whom  he had  
conferred  during his stay in E n g lan d . T h e  w riters generally  
exp ressed  unbounded  reveren ce and affection for W illiam, 
and referred  him to  the bearer for fuller inform ation as to 
their v iew s. H alifax  d iscu ssed  th e  state and prospects o f  the 
country w ith his usual subtlety  and v ivacity , but took  care 
n o t to p led g e  h im self to any perilous line o f  conduct. D anby  
w rote in a b o ld er  and  m ore determ ined  to n e , and cou ld  not 
refrain from  slily  sn eerin g  at the  fears and scruples o f  his 
accom plished  rival. B u t the  m o st rem arkable letter  was from  
Churchill. I t  was w ritten  w ith that natural e lo q u en ce  w hich, 
illiterate as h e  w as, h e  never w anted  on  great occasio n s, and  
with an air o f  m agnanim ity w hich , perfidious as he w as, he

* It would be endless to recount all the books from which I have 
formed my estim ate of the duchess’s character. Her own le tte rs , her 
own vindication, and the replies which it called fo rth , have been my 
chief m aterials.
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Zn le -
ste in ’s
m ission.

cou ld  w ith  singular dex terity  assum e. T h e  P rincess A nne, 
h e  sa id , had com m anded him  to  assure h er illustrious relatives  
at the H ague that she w as fully  reso lv ed  by G od’s h elp  rather  
to  lo se  her life  than to b e  gu ilty  o f  apostasy . A s for him self, 
his p laces and th e  royal favour w ere as noth in g  to him  in  com 
parison with his relig ion . H e  concluded  by declaring in lofty  
language th a t, though  ho cou ld  not pretend  to have lived  the  
life  o f  a sa in t, h e  shou ld  bo found rea d y , on o ccasion , to  d ie  
the  death o f  a m artyr. *

D y k v clt’s m ission had su cceed ed  so w ell that a preten ce  
w as soon  found for send in g  another a gen t to continue the  
w ork w hich h ad  b een  so ausp iciously  com m enced . T h e  new  
E n voy , afterw ards the founder o f  a  n ob le E nglish  house which  
becam e ex tin ct in  our ow n tim e , was an illeg itim ate cousin  
germ an o f  W illiam ; and bore a title  taken  from  the lordship  
o f  Z u leste in . Z u leste in ’s relationship  to the  H ou se  o f  O rango  
gave him  im portance in the public ey e . H is bearing  was that 
o f  a ga llan t so ld ier . H e was in d eed  in diplom atic talents and  
k n o w led ge far inferior to D yk velt: b u t even this inferiority  
had its advantages. A  m ilitary m an, w ho had never appeared  
to trouble h im se lf about political affairs, co u ld , w ithout ex 
c iting  any su sp ic ion , h o ld  with the  E n glish  aristocracy an 
in tercourse w h ich , i f  h e  had  b een  a  noted  m aster o f  state  
craft, w ou ld  h ave b een  jea lo u sly  w atch ed . Z u leste in , after  
a short a b sen ce , returned  to  h is country charged  w ith letters  
and verbal m essages n ot less im portant than th o se  w hich had  
b een  entrusted  to  his p red ecessor . A  regular correspondence  
w as from  this tim e estab lished  betw een  the  P rin ce  and the  
op p osition . A g en ts o f  various ranks passed  and rep assed  
b etw een  the T h am es and th e  H agu e. A m ong th ese  a S co tch 
m a n , o f  som e parts and  grea t activ ity , nam ed Joh n ston e, 
was the m ost usefu l. H e w as cousin  o f  B u rn et, and son  o f  an 
em inent covenanter w ho h a d , soon  after the R estoration , 
b een  pu t to  death for treason , and w ho was h onoured  by his 
party as a  martyr.

• The form al epistle which Dykvelt carried back to the States is In 
the Archives a t the Hague. The other le tters mentioned in this para
graph are  given by Dalrymplc. App. to Book V.
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T h e  estrangem ent betw een  the  K in g  o f  E ngland  and th e  chap. 
P rince  o f  O range becam e daily m ore com plete. A  serious ■— 
dispute had arisen eoneern ing the six  B ritish  regim ents which Growing 
w ere in the pay o f  th e  U n ited  P rovinces. T h e  K ing w ished  to 
pu t these  regim ents under th e  com m and o f  R om an C atholic Jam« 
officers. T h e  P rin ce  reso lu tely  opposed  this design . T h e  wim«m. 
K in g had  recourse to h is favourite com m onplaces about to 
leration . T h e  P rin ce  rep lied  that he on ly  fo llow ed  his 
M ajesty’s exam p le. I t  w as notorious that loya l and ab le m en  
had b een  turned out o f  office in E ngland  m erely for b ein g  
P rotestan ts. It w as then  surely com petent to the Stadtholder  
and the States G eneral to  w ithhold  high p ub lic  trusts from  
P a p ists . T h is  answ er provok ed  Jam es to  such a d egree  that, 
in his ra g e , he lo st sigh t o f  veracity  and com m on sen se . It 
was fa lse , he veh em en tly  sa id , that h e  had ever turned out 
any b od y on relig iou s grounds. A n d  i f  he h a d , what was 
that to  the P r in ce  or to  the  S tates?  W ere they  h is m asters?
W ere they to sit in jud g m en t on the conduct o f  foreign  so v e
reigns?  F rom  that tim e h e  becam e desirous to  reca ll his 
subjects w ho w ere in th e  D utch  serv ice . B y  bringing them  
over to E ngland  h e sh o u ld , ho co n ce iv ed , at on ce  strengthen  
h im self, and w eaken  his w orst enem ies. B ut there w ere  
financial d ifficu lties w hich it was im possib le for him  to over
look . T h e  num ber o f  troops a lready in his serv ice  was as 
great as his rev en u e , though  large b eyon d  all preced en t and  
though  parsim oniously adm in istered , w ould support. I f  the  
battalions now  in H olland w ere added  to the ex istin g  establish
m en t, the  T reasury w ou ld  b e  bankrupt. Perhaps L ew is  
m ight b e  in d uced  to take them  into his serv ice. T h ey  w ould  
in that case b e  rem oved  from a country w here th ey  w ere ex 
posed  to the  corrupting influence o f  a republican governm ent 
and a C alvin istic w orsh ip , and w ould  be p laced  in  a country  
w here none ventured  to dispute the  m andates o f  the  sovereign  
or the doctrines o f  the true Church. T h e  sold iers w ould soon  
unlearn every political and religious heresy . T h e ir  native  
princo m ight a lw ays, at short, n o tic e , com m and their  help , 
and w o u ld , on  any em ergen cy , b e  ab le to re ly  on their  
fidelity .
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c h a p . A  negotiation  on th is subject w as opened  betw een  W hite-  
- 16-aj~ -  hall and V ersailles. L ew is had as m any so ld iers as h e w anted; 

and , had it b een  otherw ise, h e  w ould  n ot have b een  d isposed  
to take E nglishm en in to  his serv ice; for the pay o f  E ngland, 
low  as it m ust seem  to our generation , was m uch h igher than  
the pay o f  F rance. A t the sam e tim e , it was a  great o b ject  
to deprive W illiam  o f  so fine a brigade. A fter  som e w eeks  
o f  corresp on d en ce, B arillon  was authorised to prom ise that, 
i f  Jam es w ould  reca ll the B ritish  troops from H ollan d, L ew is 
w ould  bear the  charge o f  supporting two thousand o f  them  in 
E nglan d . T h is  offer was accep ted  b y  Jam es w ith warm ex 
pressions o f  gratitude. H avin g  raado th ese  arrangem ents, 
h e req u ested  the  S tates G eneral to send  back the  six  regi
m ents. T h e  S ta tes G eneral, com p letely  govern ed  by W illiam , 
answ ered  that such  a dem and, in such circum stances, was not 
authorised by the ex istin g  trea tie s , and positively  refused  
to  com ply. I t  is  rem arkable that A m sterdam , w hich had voted  
for k eep in g  these  troops in H olland  w hen Jam es n eed ed  their  
help against the W estern  in su rgen ts, now  con ten d ed  v eh e
m ently that his req u est ought to b e  gran ted . On both oc
casions, the so le  ob ject o f  those  w ho ru led  that great c ity  
was to cross the P rin ce  o f  O range. *

Influence T h e  D utch  arm s, h ow ever, w ere scarcely so form idable 
much 10 J am es RS the D u tch  presses. E nglish  b ooks and pam phlets 
pro«,, against his govern m en t w ere daily  printed  at the H agu e; nor  

cou ld  any v ig ilan ce  prevent cop ies from  b ein g  sm u ggled , by  
tens o f  thousands, into the counties b ordering 011 th e  G er
man O cean . A m ong th ese  publications, one was distinguished  
by its im portance, and by th e  im m ense effect w hich it pro
d u ced . T h e  opin ion  w hich the P rin ce  and  P rincess o f  
O range h e ld  resp ectin g  th e  In d u lgen ce was w ell know n to 
all w ho w ere conversant with p ub lic  affairs. B u t, as no oflfi-

• Sunderland 10 W illiam , Aug. 24. 1GS6; William to Sunderland, 
S e p t . 1686; B arillon , May A - Oct. A  1681; Lewis to
B arillon, Oct. 1681;  M emorial o fA lbev ille , Dec. i f .  1687; Jam es to 
W illiam, Jan . 11. Feb. 16 March 2. 13. 1688; Avaux Ncg., March A- A- A .
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cial announcem ent o f  that opin ion  had app eared , m any per- c“*p- 
sons w ho had n o t access to g o o d  private sources o f  inform a- 168I, ' 
tion  w ere d ece iv ed  or p erp lex ed  by th e  confidence with which  
the  partisans o f  th e  Court asserted  that their H igh n esses  
approved  o f  the K in g ’s late acts. T o  contradict those  as
sertions pub lic ly  w ould have b een  a sim ple and obvious course, 
i f  th e  so le  ob ject o f  W illiam  had b een  to  strengthen  his 
in terest in E ngland . B u t he considered  E ngland chiefly  as 
an instrum ent necessary to the execu tion  o f  his great Euro
pean d esign . T ow ards that design  ho h op ed  to obtain the  
cooperation  o f  both branches o f  the  H ou se  o f  A u stria , o f  
the Italian princes, and  even  o f  the  S overeign  P ontiff. T h ere  
was reason  to fear that any declaration  w hich was satisfactory  
to B ritish  P rotestants w ou ld  exc ite  alarm and d isgust at 
M ad rid , V ien n a , T u r in , and R om e. F or this reason the 
P rince lon g  abstained  from  form ally exp ressin g  his sen ti
m ents. A t len gth  it w as rep resen ted  to him  that his con 
tinued  s ilen ce  had ex c ited  m uch uneasiness and distrust 
am ong his w ellw ishers, and  that it was tim e to speak  ofit. H e  
therefore d eterm ined  to explain  him self.

A  S co tch  W hig, nam ed Jam es S tew art, had fled , somecorrc- 
years b efo re , to H o lla n d , in order to avoid  the b oot and the  
gallow s, and had b ecom e intim ate w ith the Grand Pensionary  
F agel, w ho en joyed  a  large share o f  th e  S tad th old er’s co n - f 1s«i. 
fidenco and favour. B y  S tew art had b een  drawn up the 
v io len t and acrim onious m anifesto o f  A rgy le . W hen the In
d u lgen ce ap p eared , Stew art con ceived  that h e  had an op
portunity o f  ob ta in in g , n ot on ly  p ard on , but reward. H e  
offered  h is services to the governm ent o f  which h e  had been  
th e  enem y: they w ere a ccep ted ; and ho ad d ressed  to F agel 
a  letter , purporting to have b een  w ritten b y  the direction  
o f  Jam es. In  that le tter  the  Pensionary was exh orted  to use  
all his in fluence w ith th e  P rin ce  and P rin cess , for the pur
p ose  o f  inducing them  to support their father’s p o licy . A fter  
som e delay F agel transm itted a  rep ly , d eep ly  m editated, 
and drawn up w ith exq u isite  art. N o  person who studies that 
rem arkable docum ent can fail to perceive  th a t, though it is 
fram ed in a m anner w ell calcu lated  to reassure and delight



9 2 H IST O RY  OF ENGLAND.

c h a p .  E nglish  P rotestan ts, it  contains n o t a w ord which could  g ive  
—1~a7' o ffence, even  at the  V atican . I t  w as announced  that W illiam  

and M ary w ou ld , with p lea su re , assist in ab olish ing every  
law  w hich m ade any Englishm an liab le to punishm ent for his 
relig ious op in ions. B u t betw een  punishm ents and d isabilities 
a  d istin ction  was taken. T o  adm it R om an C atholics to office  
w o u ld , in  the  jud g m en t o f  their H ig h n esses , b e  neither for  
th e  gen era l in terest o f  E n glan d  nor even  for the in terest o f  
the R om an C atholics th em selves. T h is m anifesto was trans
la ted  into severa l la n gu ages, and circulated w id ely  on the  
C ontinent. O f  the  E nglish  v ers io n , carefully  prepared by  
B u rn et, near fifty thousand cop ies w ere in troduced  in to  the  
eastern sh ires, and rapid ly d istributed  over the  w h ole  k in g 
dom . N o  state paper w as ever  m ore com pletely  successfu l. 
T h e  P rotestants o f  our island applauded the m anly firm ness 
w ith w hich W illiam  d eclared  that h e  cou ld  n o t con sent to  
entrust P apists w ith any share in the governm ent. T h e  
R om an C atholic princes, on the other hand, w ere p leased  by  
th e  m ild  and  tem perate sty le  in which h is resolu tion  w as ex 
p ressed , and b y  the h op e w hich h e  h e ld  ou t th a t, under his 
adm inistration, no m em ber o f  their Church w ould  b e  m olested  
on account o f  relig ion , 

ca'tei- I t  is  probab le that th e  P o p e  h im se lf was am ong those w ho  
emfciu/ read  this celeb rated  letter  with p leasure. H e  had som e  
to uomo. m onths before dism issed  Castelm aine in a m anner w hich  

show ed  little  regard  for the fee lin gs o f  C astelm aine’s m aster. 
Inn ocen t thorough ly  d islik ed  the  w hole dom estic and foreign  
p o licy  o f  the  E nglish  govern m en t. H e  saw that the unjust 
and im politic m easures o f  the  Jesu itica l cabal w ere far m ore  
lik ely  to  m ake the  penal laws perpetual than to bring about 
an abolition  o f  th e  te s t . H is quarrel w ith the court o f  V er
sa illes was every day b ecom in g  m ore and m ore se r io u s; nor  
cou ld  he, either in  his character o f  tem poral prince or in his 
character o f  S overeign  P ontiff, fee l cordial friendship for  
a vassal o f  that court. Castelm aine was ill qualified  to rem ove  
these  d isgusts. H e  was in d eed  w ell acquainted  with R om e, and  
w as, for a laym an , d eep ly  read  in theo log ica l controversy.*  

•  Adda, N o t. 16SS.
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B u t h e  had  n on e o f  the address w hich h is p ost req u ired ;  
a n d , ev en  had  h e b een  a  diplom atist o f  the  greatest ability, 
there was a circum stance w hich w ould have disqualified  
him  for  th e  particular m ission on w hich h e  had been  sent. 
H e w as know n all ov er  E urope as the  husband o f  the  
m ost sham eless o f  w om en; and h e w as know n in no other  
w ay. I t  was im possib le to speak  to him or o f  him  w ithout 
rem em bering in w hat m anner the  very title  by w hich he was 
ca lled  had  b een  acq u ired . T h is  circum stance w ould have  
m attered  little  i f  h e  had b een  accredited  to som e d issolute  
court, such as tha t in  w hich  th e  D u ch ess o f  M ontespan had  
la tely  b een  dom inant. B u t there w as an obvious im propriety  
in sen d in g  him  on  an em bassy rather o f  a spiritual than o f  a 
secular nature to a  p o n tiff o f  prim itive austerity. T h e  P ro 
testants all over E urope sn eered ; and In n ocen t, already un
favourably d isp osed  to the E n g lish  g o v ern m en t, considered  
the com plim ent w hich had b een  paid him , at so m uch risk  and  
at so heavy  a cost, as little  b etter  than an affront. T h e  salary 
o f  the  A m bassador w as fixed  at a  hundred  pounds a  w eek . 
Castelm aino com plained  that this w as too  little . T h rice  the  
sum , h e  said , w ould  hardly suffice. F o r  a tR o in e  the m inis
ters o f  all the grea t continental pow ers exerted  them selves  
to surpass one another in sp len d ou r, under the  ey es o f  a 
p eop le  w hom  th e  hab it o f  see in g  m agnificent b u ild ings, d eco 
ration s, and cerem onies had m ade fastid ious. H e always 
d eclared  that he had b een  a  lo ser  b y  h is m ission. H o was 
accom panied  by several y ou n g  gentlem en  o f  the  b est Rom an  
C atholic fam ilies in E ngland, R atcliffes, A rundclls a n d T ic h -  
b orn es. A t R o m e h e was lo d g ed  in the palace o f  the  house  
o f  Pam fili on  the  south  o f  the stately  P la ce  o f  N avona. H o  
w as early adm itted  to  a  private in terview  with In n ocen t: but  
the public au d ien ce  was lo n g  d elayed . In d eed  C astelm aine’s 
preparations for  that great occasion  w ere so sum ptuous that, 
though  com m enced  at E aster  1686, they w ere n ot com plete  
till the  fo llow in g  N ovem b er; and in  N ovem b er the  P o p e  had, 
or preten d ed  to  have, an attack o f  g ou t which caused  another  
p ostp on em ent. In  January 1687, at len g th , the so lem n in
troduction and  hom age w ere perform ed with unusual pomp.

cn.ip.
V I I .

I6S7.
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T h e  state coach es, w hich had b een  b u ilt a t R om e for the  
pageant, w ere so superb that they  w ere thou gh t w orthy to  b e  
transm itted  to  p osterity  in fine engravings and to b e  c e le 
brated by p oets in several lan gu ages. * T h e  front o f  the A m 
bassador’s palace was decorated  on this great day w ith ab
surd allegorical paintings o f  g igan tic  size. T h er e  was Saint 
G eorge w ith his foot on  the  neck  o f  T itu s O ates, and H ercu les  
with h is club crushing C o lleg e , the  P rotestant jo in e r , who  
in vain attem pted  to  d efen d  h im se lf  w ith his flail. A fter this 
p ublic  appearance C astelm aine invited  all the persons o f  n o te  
then  assem bled  at R om e to  a banquet in that gay  and sp len d id  
gallery  w hich is adorned  with paintings o f  subjects from  the  
¿Eneid by P e ter  o f  Cortona. T h e  w h ole  city  crow ded  to the  
show ; and it  was w ith d ifficu lty that a com pany o f  Sw iss  
guards cou ld  k eep  order am ong th e  sp ectators. T h e  nob les  
o f  the  Pontifical state in  return gave costly  entertainm ents 
to the A m bassador; and  p oets and w its w ere em ployed  to  
lavish  on him  and on h is m aster insip id  and hyperbolical 
adulation such as flourishes m ost when gen ius and taste  are in 
the  d eep est d ecay . F orem ost am ong the  flatterers was a 
crow ned h ead . M ore than thirty years had  elapsed  since  
C hristina, th e  daughter o f  the great G ustavus, had vo lu n 
tarily d escen d ed  from  the Sw ed ish  throne. A fter  lon g  
w an d erin gs, in the course o f  w hich she had com m itted  m any 
fo llies and crim es, sh e  had finally taken  up  her abode at 
R om e, w here she busied  h e rse lf  w ith astrological calculations 
and with the  intrigues o f  the  c o n c la v e , and am used h erse lf

• The Professor of Greek in the College De Propaganda Fide ex
pressed his adm iration in som e detestable hexam eters and pentam eters, 
of which the following specimen may suffice: —

Poiytqiov it] anext O fiiro t XannQoZo Oiilattfiov, 
u lxn  ftdX' ¡jiaaty  xai &lev uyj.Oi a/ra<; •

Q a v /id to v a a  i i t r j Y  n o n T itjv , n a y y ^ v a id  r  aurof 
“A p p a r a ,  rov; 0-' Xnnnvs, r o i a i i ’Poifitj i f t j .

The Latin verses a re  a little be tte r. Nahum Tate responded in 
English:

“ His glorious train and passing pomp to view,
A pomp that even to Home itself was new.
Each age, each sex, the Lalian tu rrets filled,
Each age and sex in tears of joy distilled.”
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with p ictures, g e m s, m anuscripts, and m edals. S h e  now  
com posed  som e Italian stanzas in honour o f  th e  E nglish  
prince w ho, sp ru n g, lik e  h erse lf, from  a  race o f  K ings h ere
tofore regard ed  as the cham pions o f  the R eform ation , had, 
lik e  h erse lf, been  recon ciled  to th e  ancient Church. A  
sp lend id  assem bly m et in  her pa lace. H er v erses, se t  to 
m u sic , w ere sung with universal applause: and on e o f  her  
literary d ep en d en ts pronounced  an oration on the sam e sub
j e c t  in  a  sty le  so florid  that it seem s to  have offended the taste  
o f  the  E n glish  hearers. T h e  J e su its , hostile  to the P op e , 
d evoted  to th e  in terests o f  F rance and  d isposed  to pay every  
h onour to J a m es, rece iv ed  the E nglish  em bassy w ith the  
utm ost pom p in  that prin cely  h ou se  w here the rem ains o f  
Ignatius L oyo la  lie  enshrined  in lazu lite  and g o ld . Sculpture, 
p a in tin g , p o e try , and e loq u en ce w ere em ployed  to com 
plim ent the strangers: but all these  arts had sunk in to  deep  
d egen eracy . T h ere  w as a great d isp lay o f  turgid  and im
pure L atin ity unworthy o f  so erudite an order; and som e  
o f  the inscriptions w hich adorned  th e  walls had  a fault m ore 
serious than  even  a  bad  sty le . I t  w as said  in  o n e  p lace that 
Jam es had  sent his brother as his m essen ger to heaven , and  
in another that Jam es had furnished the w ings with which  
h is brother had soared  to a h igh er  region . T h ero  w as a still 
m ore unfortunate d istich , w hich  at the  timo attracted  littlo  
n otice , but which, a few  m onths la ter , was rem em bered and  
m alignantly in terpreted. “ O K in g ,” said  the p oet, “ cease  
to  sigh for a son . T h ou gh  nature m ay refuse your wish, the  
stars will find a w ay to grant it .”

In  the  m idst o f  these  festiv ities Castelm aine had to suffer 
cruel m ortifications and hum iliations. T h e  P o p e  treated  him  
w ith extrem e co ld n ess and reserve. A s often  as the  A m bas
sador p ressed  for an answ er to th e  request w hich he had b een  
in structed  to m ake in favour o f  P ctre , In n ocen t w as taken  
with a v io len t fit o f  cou gh in g , w hich put an end to the  conver
sation . T h e  fam e o f  these  singular aud iences spread over  
R om e. P asqu in  w as n ot silen t. A ll the  curious and tattling  
population o f  the  id lest o f  c it ie s , the Jesu its and the prelates 
o f  the F rench  faction  only ex cep ted , laughed  at C astelm aine’s

C H A P .
VII.

1637.
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discom fiture. H is tem per, naturally unam iab le, -was soon  
exasperated  to  v io len ce; and h e circu lated  a  m em orial re
flecting  on the P o p e . H e  had now  p u t h im se lf in the w rong. 
T h e  sagacious Italian had g o t  the  ad van tage, and  took  care 
to keep  it. H e  p ositive ly  d eclared  that th e  rule w hich ex
cluded  J esu its  from  ecclesiastica l preferm ent should n ot b e  
re la x ed  in favour orf F ather P e tre . C astelm aine, m uch pro
v o k e d , threatened  to lea v e  R om e. In n ocen t rep lied , w ith a 
m eek  im pertinence w hich was the  m ore provoking becau se it  
cou ld  scarcely  b e  d istinguished  from  sim plicity , that his E x 
ce llen cy  m ight go  i f  h e lik ed . “ B u t i f  w e m ust lo se  h im ,”  
a d d ed  the  ven erab le P o n tif f , “ I  hope that h e  w ill take care o f  
his health  on the road . E nglish  p eop le  do n ot know  how  
dangerous it is in  this country to travel in the heat o f  th e  day. 
T h e  b est w ay is to  start b efore daw n, and to take som e rest at 
n o o n .”  W ith  this salutary advice and with a string  o f  beads, 
tlio unfortunate A m bassador was d ism issed . In  a few  m onths  
ap p eared , b oth  in the Italian and in the E nglish  to n g u e , a  
pom pous h istory  o f  the  m issio n , m agnificently printed  in fo lio , 
and  illustrated  w ith p la tes. T h e  fron tisp iece , to the great 
scandal o f  all P ro testa n ts, rep resen ted  C astelm aine in  th e  
robes o f  a P e e r , w ith  h is coronet in  h is h an d , k issing  th e  toe  
o f  Innocent.*

* Correspondence of Jam es and Innocent, in the British M useum ; 
B urnet, i. 103—105.; Welwood’s M em oirs; Commons' Jo u rn a ls , Oct. 28. 
1089; An Account of his Excellency Roger E arl of Castelm aine's Em 
bassy , by Michael W right, chief steward of his Excellency's house a t 
Rome, 1688.



CHAPTER VIII.
T i ie  m arked d iscourtesy  o f  the P o p e  m ight w ell have irri- C'iap. 

tated  the  m eek est o f  princes. B u t the  only effect w hich it  - ¡-¡¡¡'r 

produced  on Jam es w as to m ake him  m ore lavish o f  caresses CoMe_ 
and com plim ents. W hile  C astelm aine, h is w hole sou l festered  craiiou 
with angry p assion s, w as on his road  back to E n g lan d , the  n„„ci0 at 
N uncio  w as load ed  with honours w hich h is own ju d gm en t 1^ ™ *’* 
w ould have led  him  to  reject. H e h a d , b y  a fiction o ften  used  
in the Church o fR o m e , b een  lately' raised  to the ep iscopal 
dign ity  w ithout having the charge o f  any se e . H e  w as called  
A rchbishop  o f  A m asia , a city  o f P o n t u s ,  th e  b irthp lace o f  
Strabo and M itlir idates. Jam es in sisted  that the cerem ony o f  
consecration  sh ou ld  b e  perform ed in th e  chapel o f  Saint 
Jam es’s P a la ce . T h e  V icar A p o sto lic  L eyburn  and two Irish  
prelates officiated. T h e  doors w ere thrown open  to the  
p u b lic ; and it  w as rem arked that som e o f  those  Puritans who  
had recently  turned courtiers w ere am ong th e  spectators. In  
th e  even ing  A d d a , w earing th e  robes o f  his now o ffice , jo in ed  
the  circle in the Q ueen’s apartm ents. Jam es fell on his knees  
in  the presen ce o f  the w hole Court and im plored a b lessing .
In sp ite  o f  the restraint im posed  by etiq uette , the astonishm ent  
and d isgust o f  the bystanders cou ld  not b e concealed .*  I t  was 
lo n g  indeed  sin ce  an E nglish  sovereign  had k n elt to m ortal 
m a n ; and those  w ho saw  the strange sig h t cou ld  n ot b u t think  
o f  that day o f  sham e w hen Joh n  did hom age for h is crown 
betw een  th e  hands o fP a n d o lp h .

In a short tim e a  still m ore ostentatious pageant was per- nupob- 
form ed in  honour o f  the H o ly  S ee . I t  w as determ ined  th a t1“  
the N uncio  should  go  to Court in solem n p rocession . Som e  
persons on w h ose ob ed ien ce  the  K in g  had counted  show ed, 
on this occa sio n , for the first t im e , signs o f  a m utinous spirit.

* Barillon, May 16S1.
Macaulay, Mstory. ¡II. 7
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A m ong th ese  the m ost conspicuous w as the  secon d  tem poral 
p eer  o f  the rea lm , Charles S eym ou r, com m only ca lled  th e  
proud D u k e o f  S om erset. H e was in  truth a man in whom  the  
pride o f  b irth and rank am ounted alm ost to  a d isease. T h e  
fortune which h e had inherited  w as n ot adequate to the high  
placo w hich h e  h eld  am ong tho E nglish  aristocracy: but ho 
had b ecom e p o ssessed  o f  the  greatest estate in E ngland  b y  h is  
m arriage with th e  daughter and heiress o f  the last P ercy  who 
w ore the an cien t coron et o f  N orthum berland. S om erset was 
only in his tw enty-fifth  yea r , and was very little  know n to the  
p u b lic . H e  w as a L ord  o f  tho K in g ’s B edcham b er, and co
lo n e l o f  on e o f  the regim ents w hich had b een  raised  at the  
tim e o f  th e  W estern  insurrection . H e had n o t scrupled  to  
carry th e  sw ord ■ o f  stato into the royal chapel on  days o f  
festiva l: but h e  now  reso lu te ly  refu sed  to sw ell th e  pom p o f  
the  N u n cio . S om e m em bers o f  h is fam ily im plored  him  not 
to draw on h im self the royal d isp leasu re: b u t their intreaties 
p rod u ced  no effect. T h e  K in g  h im se lf exp ostu la ted . “ I 
thou gh t, m y L o r d ,”  said  h e , “ that I w as d o in g  you a great 
h onour in  appointing you  to escort tho m inister o f  the  first o f  
all crow ned h ea d s.”  “ S ir ,”  said th e  D u k e , “ I  am advised  
that I  cannot ob ey  your M ajesty w ithout breaking the  la w .” 
“ I  w ill m ake you  fear m e as w ell as th e  la w ,”  answ ered  the  
K in g , in so len tly . “ D o  you  not know  that I  am  ab ove the  
la w ? ”  “ Y our M ajesty m ay be above the  la w ,”  rep lied  S o 
m erset; “ but I am  n ot; a n d , w hile I  ob ey  th e  law , I  fear  
n oth in g .”  T h e  K in g  turned away in h igh  d isp leasure , and  
S om erset was instantly dism issed from  his posts in  the  h o u se
h o ld  and  in the army.*

On on e p o in t, h ow ever, Jam es show ed  som e pru d en ce. 
H e  did  not venture to parade tho P apal E nvoy  in state beforo  
th e  vast population o f  the capital. T h o  cerem ony was per
form ed , on  th e  third o f  Ju ly  1687, at W indsor. G reat m ul
titudes flocked  to the little  town. T h e  visitors w ere so num e
rous that there w as neither food  nor lod gin g  for them ; and

* Memoirs of the Duke of Som erset; C ilters, J u l y , y 1081; E achard ’s 
History of the Hevolutiou; C larke’s Life of Jam es the Second, ii. 116, 
117,118.; Lord Lonsdale's Memoirs.
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m any persons o f  quality  sate the  w hole day in their carriages C“,A]1,’- 
w aiting for the exh ib ition . A t len g th , la te  in  the afternoon, ,6B7] • 
the K n igh t M arshal's m en appeared  on  horseback . T h en  
cam e a  lon g  train o f  running footm en ; and th e n , in a  royal 
co a ch , appeared  A d d a , robed  in  purp le, w ith a  brilliant 
cross on  his breast. H e  w as fo llow ed  by the equ ipages o f  the  
principal courtiers and  m inisters o f  state. In  his train the  
crow d recogn ised  w ith  d isgust the arms and liveries o f  Crewe,
B ishop  o f  D urham , and o f  C artw right, B ishop o f  Chester.*

O n the  fo llow ing day appeared in th e  G azette a pro- ¡I’” “1“" 
clam ation d isso lv ing  that Parliam ent w hich o f  all the fifteen the p»r- 
Parliam ents hold  b y  th e  Stuarts had  b een  the  m ost ob- 
sequious.**

M eanw hile new  difficu lties had  arisen in W estm inster H all.
O nly a few  m onths had elapsed  sin ce  som e J u d g es had been  
turned ou t and  others put in  for the purpose o f  obtain ing a 
d ecision  favourable to  the crow n in th e  case o f  Sir E dw ard  
H a le s ; and already fresh  changes w ere n ecessary .

T h e  K in g  had scarcely  form ed that army on  w hich h e  Military 
chiefly  d ep en d ed  for  the  accom plish ing o f  h is designs w hen h e nit*".»/ 
found  that he cou ld  not h im se lf contro l it. W hen war was 
actually  rag in g  in the k ingdom  a m utineer or a deserter m ight 
b e  tried  by a m ilitary tribunal and execu ted  by the P rovost  
M arshal. B u t there w as now  profound peace . T h e  com m on  
law o f  E n g la n d , having sprung up in an age  w hen all m en bore  
arms occasionally  and none con stan tly , recogn ised  no d istinc
t io n , in tim e o f  p ea ce , b etw een  a so ld ier  and any other sub
j e c t ;  nor w as thero any A ct resem blin g  that by w hich the  
authority necessary for the  governm ent o f  regular troops is 
now annually confided  to the  S overe ig n . Som e old  statutes 
in d eed  m ade desertion  felon y  in certain specified  cases. B u t  
those  statutes w ere app licab le on ly  to sold iers serv in g  the  
K in g in actual w ar, and  could  n ot w ithout the g rossest d is
in gen u ousn ess be so  strained  as to include th e  case o f  a  man 
w h o , in a tim e o f  profound tranquillity at hom e and abroad,

• London G a ie lle , July 1. ICS1; CiUcrs, July -f,. Account or the 
cerem ony reprinted am ong the Somers Tracts.

'•  London G aielle , July A. 16S1,
7*



100 IIIS T O E Y  O F EN G L A N D .

C HAP.
v ii  r.
1687.

should  becom e tired  o f  the camp at H ounslow  and should  go  
back to  his native v illage . T h e  governm ent appears to have  
had no h o ld  on such  a m an, ex cep t the h o ld  w hich m aster  
bakers and m aster tailors have on their journeym en . H e  and  
his officers w ere , in the  ey e  o f  th e  la w , on a  le v e l. I f  h e  
sw ore a t  them  h e  m ight b e  fined for an oath. I f  he struck  
them  h e  m ight b e  p rosecu ted  for assault and battery . In  truth  
th e  regular army w as under less restraint than the m ilitia . F or  
the m ilitia w as a b o d y  estab lish ed  b y  an A ct o f  Parliam ent, 
and it had b een  p rov id ed  by that A ct that sligh t punishm ents  
m ight b e  sum m arily in flicted  for breaches o f  d iscip line.

I t  d o es n ot appear th a t, during the  re ign  o f  Charles the  
S e c o n d , the practical in con ven ien ce arising from  th is state  
o f  the law  had been.m uch fe lt. T h e  explanation  m ay perhaps 
b e that, till the last year o f  his r e ig n , the force w hich h e  m ain
tained  in E n glan d  con sisted  chiefly o f  h ousehold  troops, w hoso  
pay w as so h igh  that d ism ission from  the serv ice w ou ld  have  
b een  fe lt  by m ost o f  them  as a great calam ity. T h e  stipend  
o f  a  private in  the  L ife  G uards was a provision  for the you n ger  
son  o f  a gen tlem an . E ven  th e  F o o t Guards w ere paid  about 
as h igh  as m anufacturers in a prosperous se a so n , and w ere  
therefore in  a situation w hich the  great b od y  o f  the labouring  
population  m ight regard  with envy. T h e  return o f  the gar
rison o f  T a n g ier  and th e  raising o f  the new  regim ents had  
m ade a great ch an ge. T h ere  w ere now  in E ngland  m any  
thousands o f  so ld iers , each o f  whom  rece ived  only e igh tpence  
a day. T h e  dread o f  d ism ission w as n ot sufficient to  k eep  
them  to  their d uty: and corporal punishm ent the ir  officers  
could  n ot leg a lly  inflict. Jam es had therefore on e plain choice  
beforo h im , to le t  his army d isso lvo  itse lf , or to induce the  
J u d g es  to pronounce that the  law  was w hat every barrister in  
the T em p le  knew  that it was not.

It w as peculiarly  im portant to secure th e  cooperation  o f  
two courts; the court o f  K in g ’s B e n c h , w hich  w as the  first 
crim inal tribunal in  th e  rea lm , and  th e  court o f  ga o l d elivery  
w hich sate a t the O ld B a iley , and  w hich had jurisd iction  over  
offences com m itted  in  th e  capital. In  both  th ese  courts there  
w ere great d ifficulties. H erb ert, C h ief J u stice  o f  the K in g ’s
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B e n c h , servile  as he had h itherto b e e n , w ould  g o  no further. 
R esistance still m ore sturdy w as to b e  exp ected  from  Sir John  
H o lt, w h o , as R eco rd er  o f  the City o f  L o n d o n , occu p ied  the  
bench at the  O ld B a iley . H o lt  w as an em inently  learned  and  
clear-headed  la w y er : h e  was an upright and courageous m an; 
a n d , though  he had never  b een  factiou s, his political opinions 
had a tin g e  o f  W higgism . A ll ob sta c les , how ever, d isap
peared  before th e  royal w ill. I lo lt  w as turned out o f  the  re-  
cordership . H erb ert and another J u d g e  w ere rem oved  from  
the K in g ’s B en ch ; and th e  vacant p laces w ere filled  by p er
sons in whom  the governm ent could  confide. It was indeed  
necessary to  go  very low  dow n in  the leg a l profession  before  
m en cou ld  b e  foun d  w illin g  to ren d er such  serv ices as w ere  
now  required . T h e  n ew  C h ief J u st ic e , S ir R o b ert W right, 
was ignorant to  a p ro v erb ; y e t  ign oran ce was not his w orst 
fault. H is v ices had ru ined  him . H e had resorted  to in 
fam ous ways o f  raising m o n e y , and h a d , on on e occasion, 
m ade a fa lse affidavit in  order to  obtain  p ossession  o f  five 
hundred p ounds. P o o r , d isso lu te , and sh am eless, h e  had  
b ecom e on e o f  the  parasites o f  J e ffr e y s , w ho prom oted  him  
and insu lted  him . Such  w as th e  man w ho was now se lected  
by Jam es to be L ord  C h ief J u stice  o f  E n glan d . O ne R ichard  
A llib o n e , w ho w as even  m ore ignorant o f  the law than W right, 
and w h o , as a R om an C atholic , was incapable o f  hold ing  
o ffice , w as appointed  a  pu isne J u d g e  o f  th e  K in g ’s B en ch . 
Sir B artholom ew  S h ow er, equally  notorious as a servile  T ory  
and a ted ious ora tor , becam e R ecord er o f  L on d on . W hen  
th ese  changes had b een  m ad e , severa l deserters w ere brought 
to trial. T h e y  w ere con victed  in the  face o f  the letter  and o f  
the  sp irit o f  the lav/. Som e rece iv e d  sen ten ce  o f  death at the  

•bar o f  the K in g ’s B e n c h , som e at the O ld B a iley . T h ey  w ere  
h anged  in sigh t o f  the regim ents to w hich they had b elon g ed ;  
and care was taken that the execu tion s should b e  announced  in  
th e  L ondon  G azette , w hich very  seldom  n oticed  such events.*

* See ¡he statu tes 18 Henry 6. c- 19.; 2 <Si 3 Ed. 6 . C. 2 .; K achard’s 
History of the R evolution; K ennet, iii. 46S.; N orth 's Life of Guildford, 
241.; London Gazette, April IS. May 23.1681; Vindication of the E . of R. 
(Earl of Rochester).
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\ i i i '  It may w ell b e  b e lie v e d , that the la w , b o  grossly  insu lted  
■ 1687| by courts w hich  derived  from it all their authority , and w hich  
Proceed- w ere ’n the habit o f  lo o k in g  to it as their g u id e , w ould  be  
iog> of little  resp ected  by a  tribunal w hich had  orig inated  in tyran- 
Commis- n ical caprice. T h e  new  H igh  C om m ission h a d , during the  
s io n . first m onths o f  its ex is te n c e , m erely  inhibited  clergym en  

from  exerc isin g  spiritual functions. T h e  rights o f  property  
had rem ained  un tou ch ed . B u t , early in the  year 1687, it 
was determ ined  to strike at freeh old  in terests, and to im press  
on every  A nglican  p riest and prelate the conviction  th a t , i f  he  
refu sed  to len d  his a id  for the purpose o f  destroy in g  the  
Church o f  w hich h e  was a  m in ister, he w ould  in  an hour be  
red u ced  to beggary.

Th» Uni- It w ould have b een  prudent to try th e  first experim ent on 
' som e obscure individual. B u t the governm ent w as under an 

infatuation such a s , in a m ore sim ple a g e ,  w ould have been  
called  jud icia l. W ar w as therefore  at on ce  declared  against 
the  two m ost ven erab le corporations o f  the  rea lm , the  U n i
versities o f  O xford  and C am bridge.

T h e  pow er o f  those  bod ies has during m any a g es b een  
great; but it was at the h eigh t during th e  latter part o f  the  
seven teen th  century. N o n e  o f  th e  neigh b ouring  countries  
cou ld  b oast o f  such sp lend id  and o p u len t seats o f  learning. 
T h e  schoo ls o f  E dinburgh and G la sg o w , o f  L eyd en  and  
U trech t, o f  L ouvain  and L e ip s ic , o f  P adu a and  B o logn a , 
seem ed  m ean to scholars w ho had been  ed u cated  in the  
m agnificent foundations o f  W ykeham  a n d W o lse y , o f  H enry  
the S ixth  and H enry the  E igh th . L iterature and sc ien ce  
w ere , in th e  academ ical system  o f  E n g la n d , surrounded with  
p om p , arm ed with m agistracy, and c lo se ly  allied  with all the  
m ost august in stitu tions o f  th e  sta te . T o  b e  the C hancellor  
o f  an U n iversity  w as a  d istin ction  eagerly  sou gh t by the  
m agnates o f  the  realm . T o  represent an U n iversity  in P ar
liam ent w as a favourite o b ject o f  the am bition o f  statesm en. 
N o b les and even  princes w ere proud to  rece ive  from  an U n i
versity  the  priv ilege o f  w earing th e  d octoral scarlet. T h e  
curious w ere a ttracted  to  the  U niversities b y  ancient buildings  
rich with the tracery o f  th e  m iddle a g e s , by m od em  buildings
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which exh ib ited  the  h igh est skill o f  J o n es and W r e n , by nob le  
halls and ch a p els , b y  m useum s, b y  botanical gard en s, and ■ 
by th e  on ly  great public libraries w hich tlio k ingdom  then  
contained. T h e  sta te  w hich O xford  especia lly  d isp layed  on  
solem n occasion s rivalled  that o f  sovereign  princes. W hen  
her C h an cellor, the ven erab le D u k e o f  O rm on d, sate in his 
em broidered  m antle on  h is throne under the painted  ceiling  
o f  the Sheldonian  th ea tre , surrounded by hundreds o f  gra
duates ro b ed  accord ing to their ran k , w hile the  n ob lest  
youths o f  E ngland  w ere solem nly p resen ted  to him as can
d idates for  academ ical h on ou rs, h e  m ade an appearance  
scarcely  less rega l than that w hich his m aster m ade in tho  
B anqueting H ou se  o f  W hitehall. A t  the U n iversities had been  
form ed the m inds o f  a lm ost all the  em inent clergym en, 
law yers, p h ysic ian s, w its , p o e ts , and orators o f  tho land, 
and o f  a  large proportion o f  the nob ility  and o f  the  opulent 
gentry . I t  is a lso  to  b e  o b served  that th e  connection  betw een  
the scholar and the schoo l d id  n o t term inate w ith  his resi
d en ce. H e  often  continued  to b e  through life  a  m em ber o f  
th e  academ ical b o d y , and  to vo te  as such at all im portant 
election s. H e  th erefore regarded  his o ld  haunts by the Cam  
and the Isis w ith  oven  m ore than  the affection  w hich educated  
m en ordinarily fee l for th e  p lace o f  their education. T h ere  
was no corner o f  E n glan d  in  w hich both  U n iversities had not 
gratefu l and zea lou s son s . A n y  attack on the  honour or 
in terests o f  either Cam bridge or O xford  w as certain  to exc ite  
th e  resen tm en t o f  a  pow erfu l, active, and in te lligen t class scat
tered  over every  county from  N orthum berland to Cornwall.

T h o  resid en t g rad u ates, as a b o d y , w ere perhaps not 
superior p ositive ly  to th e  resident graduates o f  our tim e: but 
they  occu p ied  a far h igher position  as com pared with the  rest  
o f  th e  com m unity. F o r  Cam bridge and O xford  w ere then  the  
on ly  two provincial tow ns in  the kingdom  in w hich cou ld  be  
found  a large num ber o f  m en w hose understandings had  b een  
h igh ly  cu ltivated . E ven  th e  capital felt grea t resp ect for tho 
authority  o f  th e  U n iv ers itie s , n o t only on  qu estion s o f  d iv i
n ity , o f  natural p h ilo sop h y , and o f  classical a n tiq u ity , but  
also  on po in ts on  w hich capitals gen era lly  claim th e  right o f

C tU P .
yin.__
1687.
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d ecid in g  in tlie  last resort. F rom  W ill’s co ffee-h o u se , and  
from  the p it o f  tho theatre royal in D rury L a n e , an appeal lay  
to  the tw o great national seats o f  taste  and learn ing. P lays  
w hich had b een  enthusiastically  applauded in  L on d on  w ere  
not thou gh t out o f  danger till they had undergone th e  m ore  
severe ju d gm en t o f  aud iences fam iliar with S op h ocles and  
T eren ce.*

T h e  great m oral and in te llectual influence o f  th e  E nglish  
U n iversities had b een  strenuously  exerted  on  the side o f  tho  
crow n. T h e  head  quarters o f  Charles the F irst had  b een  at 
O xford; and th e  silver tankards and salvers o f  all the co lleges  
had b een  m elted  dow n to  supply his m ilitary ch est. Cam
b ridge w as n ot less loya lly  d isposed . S h e had sen t a  large  
part o f  her p late to the  royal cam p ; and the rest w ould  have  
fo llow ed  had n ot the  tow n b een  se ized  b y  the  troops o f  the  
P arliam ent. B o th  U n iversities had b een  treated  w ith extrem e  
severity- b y  th e  victorious P uritans. B o th  had  hailed  the  
R estoration  with deligh t. B o th  had stead ily  op p osed  the  
E xclu sion  B ill. B o th  had expressed  the  d eep est horror a t the  
R y e  H ou se  P lo t . C am bridge had not on ly  d ep o sed  her  
C hancellor M onm onth , but had m arked her abhorrence o f  his 
treason  in a m anner unw orthy o f  a  sea t o f  lea rn in g , b y  com 
m itting to the flam es the canvass on w hich  his p leasin g  face  
and figure had b een  portrayed by the utm ost skill o f  Knellcr.** 
O x fo rd , w hich lay nearer to th e  W estern  in su rgen ts, had  
g iv en  still stronger proofs o f  lo y a lty . T h e  stu d en ts , under  
th e  sanction  o f  their  p recep tors , had taken  arms by hundreds  
in d efen ce  o f  hered itary right. Such  w ere th e  bod ies w hich  
Jam es now  determ ined  to  insu lt and plunder in d irect defiance  
o f  the  laws and  o f  his p ligh ted  faith.

Severa l A cts o f  P arliam en t, as clear as any that w ere to  
b e  found  in the  statute b o o k , had provid ed  that no person  
sh ou ld  b e  adm itted  to any d egree  in either U n iv ersity  w ithout

* Dryden’s Prologues and Cibber'sM cm oIrs contain abundant proofs 
of the estimation in which the taste of the Oxonians was held by the 
m ost adm ired poets and actors.

"  See the poem called Advice to Ihe Pain ter upon the Defeat o f the 
Uebels in the W est. See also another poem , a most detestable one , on 
the sam e subject, by Stepney, who was then studying a t Trinity College.
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taking th e  oath o f  suprem acy, and another oath o f  sim ilar 
character ca lled  the  oath o f  ob ed ien ce . N ev er th e le ss , in 
February 1687, a royal le tter  was sen t to Cam bridge d irecting  
that a  B en ed ic tin e  m on k , nam ed A lban F ran cis, shou ld  be  
adm itted a  M aster o f  A rts.

T h e  academ ical fun ction aries, d iv ided  betw een  reveren ce  
for the K in g  and reveren ce for the law , w ere in great d istress. 
M essengers w ere desp atch ed  in all haste to th e  D u k e o f  A lb e
m arle, w ho had  su cceed ed  M onm outh as Chancellor o f  the  
U niversity . H e  w as req u ested  to represent th e  m atter pro
perly  to the  K in g . M eanw hile the  R egistrar and B ed e lls  
w aited on  F ran cis, and inform ed him  th a t, i f  he w ould take  
the  oaths accord in g  to la w , he should  instantly b e  adm itted. 
H e refu sed  to b e  sw orn , rem onstrated  w ith the officers o f  the  
U n iversity  on  their d isregard  o f  th e  royal m andate, and, 
finding them  reso lu te , took  h o rse , and hasten ed  to  relate his 
grievan ces a t W hitehall.

T h e  heads o f  the co lleg es now  assem b led  in council. T h e  
b est leg a l opinions w ere ta k e n , and  w ere d ecid ed ly  in favour  
o f  the course w hich had b een  pursued . B u t a second letter  
from  S u n d erlan d , in h igh and m enacing term s, was already  
on the road . A lbem arle in form ed the  U n iversity , w ith  m any  
expressions o f  co n cern , that h e  had  d on e his b e st , but that 
h e had b een  co ld ly  and u ngraciously  rece ived  by th e  K ing. 
T h e  academ ical b o d y , alarm ed by the royal d isp leasure, and  
conscien tiously  desirous to  m eet the royal w ish es , but deter
m ined n ot to v io la te  the  clear law  o f  the  la n d , subm itted  the  
hum blest and m ost resp ectfu l explanations, but to  no purpose. 
In a  short tim e cam e dow n a sum m ons c iting  the  V icech an 
cellor  and th e  S en ate  to appear before the new  H igh  Com 
m ission at W estm inster on the  tw enty-first o f  A pril. T h e  
V icech an cellor  w as to  a ttend  in person; the S e n a te , w hich  
consists o f  all the D octors and M asters o f  the U n iv ers ity , was 
to  send  deputies.

W hen  the appointed  day arrived , a great concourse filled  
the C ouncil cham ber. Jeffreys sa te  at the  head  o f  the  board. 
R o ch ester , since the w hite staff had b een  taken from  him,

CHAP.
VIII.
i s s i .
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chap. wag no longer n m em ber. In bis stead  appeared tbe Lord
mar C ham berlain , Joh n  S h effie ld , Earl o f  M ulgrave. T h e  fate

Tin, Karl t 1̂*3 n °b lem an  *,as , in on e resp ect, resem bled  th e  fate  
or siui- o f  his co lleagu e Sprat. M ulgrave w rote verses which scarcely  

ever  ro se  ab ove abso lu te m ed iocrity; b u t, as he w as a man  
o f  h igh  n o te  in  the  p o litica l and fash ionab le w orld , these  
verses found adm irers. T im e d isso lved  the charm , b u t , un
fortunately for h im , n o t until h is lines had  acquired a pre
scrip tive right to a p lace  in  all co llection s o f  the  works o f
E n glish  p o e ts . T o  this day accord in gly  his insipid  essays in
rhym e and h is paltry songs to A m oretta and G loriana are 
reprinted  in com pany with Com us and A lex a n d er’s F ea st. 
T h e  con seq u en ce is that our generation  know s M ulgrave  
chiefly  as a p oeta ster , and d esp ises him  as such . In  truth  
h ow ever h e  w as, b y  the  ack n ow led gm ent o f  th ose  w ho neither  
loved  nor esteem ed  h im , a man d istinguished  b y  fino parts, 
and in parliam entary e loq u en ce inferior to  scarcely  any orator 
t>f his tim e. H is moral character was en titled  to no resp ect. 
H e was a libertine w ithout that op en n ess o f  heart and hand  
w hich som etim es m akes libertinism  am iable, and a haughty  
aristocrat w ithout that elevation  o f  sentim ent w hich som e
tim es m akes aristocratical haughtiness resp ectab le. T h e  
satirists o f  th e  age  n icknam ed him  L ord  A llp rid e. Y et w as 
his pride com patib le w ith a ll ign ob le v ices . M any w ondered  
that a  man w ho had so exa lted  a sense  o f  h is d ign ity  cou ld  b e  
so  hard and n iggard ly  in all pecuniary dea lin gs. H o had  
g iven  d eep  offen ce to  the royal fam ily b y  venturing to  en ter
tain the  hope that h e  m ight win th e  heart and hand o f  the  
P rin cess A nne. D isap p oin ted  in this a ttem p t, h e  had exerted  
h im self to regain  by m eanness the favour w hich  h e  had for
fe ited  by presum ption. H is ep ita p h , w ritten  by him self, 
still inform s all w ho pass through W estm inster A b b ey  that ho 
lived  and d ied  a scep tic  in relig ion; and w e learn from  the  
m em oirs w hich h e w rote that one o f  h is favourite subjects o f  
m irth w as the  R om ish  superstition . Y et h e  b eg a n , as soon  
as Jam es was on  the th ro n e , to exp ress a  strong inclination  
towards P o p e ry , and at len gth  in private affected  to  b e  a con-
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vert. T h is  a b ject hypocrisy had been  rew arded  by a place in 
the E cclesiastica l Commission.*

B efore  that form idab le tribunal now  appeared the V ice-  
chancellor o f  the  U n iversity  o f  C am bridge, D octor  Joh n  
P ech e li. H e  w as a  m an o f  no great ab ility  or v ig o u r ; but he  
was accom panied  b y  eight d istinguished  academ icians, e lected  
b y  th e  S en ate . O ne o f  these  was Isaac N ew to n , F ello w  o f  
T rin ity  C o lleg e , and P rofessor  o f  m athem atics. H is gen ius  
was then in the fu llest v igour. T h e  great work, which entitles  
him to  the h ig h est p lace am ong th e  geom etricians and natural 
p hilosophers o f  all ages and o f  all n a tion s, had been  som e  
tim e printing under the sanction  o f  th e  R oyal S o c ie ty , and  
w as alm ost ready for pub lication . H e  was the  steady friend  
o f  civ il liberty  and  o f  the P rotestan t re lig ion : but his habits 
by no m eans fitted  him  for the conflicts o f  active life . H e  
therefore sto o d  m odestly  silen t am ong the d e le g a te s , and left  
to  m en m ore versed  in practical business the task o f  p lead ing  
th e  cause o f  his b e lo v ed  U n iversity .

N ev er  was there a clearer case. T h e  law w as exp ress. 
T h e  p ractice had b een  alm ost invariably in  conform ity with  
the  law . I t  m ight perhaps have h ap p en ed  that, on  a  day  
o f  great so lem n ity , w hen  m any honorary d egrees w ere con
ferred , a person  w ho had n ot taken th e  oaths m ight have  
passed  in th e  crow d. B u t such an irregularity, the effect o f  
m ere haste and in ad verten ce , could  n o t b e  c ited  as a  pre
ced en t. F oreign  am bassadors o f  various re lig io n s , and  in  
particular on e M ussulm an, had b een  adm itted w ithout the  
oaths. B u t it m ight w ell b e  dou b ted  w hether such cases fell 
w ithin the reason  and sp irit o f  the A cts o f  P arliam ent. It was 
not even  p reten d ed  that any person  to whom  the oaths had  
b een  ten dered  and w ho had refused  them  had ever  taken  a 
d egree; and this was th e  situation in w hich F rancis stood . 
T h e  d elegates offered to prove th a t, in the late r e ig n , several

* M ackay's character of Sheffield, with Swift's no te ; theS atire  on the 
Deponents, 1688; Life of John, Duke of Buckinghamshire, 1729; Uarillon, 
Aug. 30. 1081. I have a m anuscript lampoon on M ulgrave, dated 1690. 
It is not destitute of sp irit. The most rem arkable lines a re  these : — 

“ Peters (Pelre) to-day and Burnet to-m orrow ,
Knaves of all sides and religions h e ’ll woo.”

c n A P .
V I I I .
t e a ; .
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Cv n i ’ r0)’a  ̂ m undates had b een  treated  as nullities because the per- 
16S7 ■ sons recom m en d ed  had n o t chosen  to qualify accord ing to  

la w , and th a t, on such o cca sio n s, the govern m en t had  
alw ays acq u iesced  in the propriety o f  the course taken b y  the  
U n iversity . B u t Jeffreys w ould  hear noth ing. H e  soon  
found out that the V icech an cellor w as w eak , ignorant, and  
tim id , and thereforo g a v e  a lo o se  to all that in so len ce  w hich  
h ad  lo n g  b een  the  terror o f  the O ld B a iley . T h e  unfortunate  
D o c to r , unaccustom ed to  such a presen ce  and to such  treat
m en t, w as soon  harassed  and scared  into h elp less agitation . 
W h en  other academ icians w ho w ere m ore capable o f  d efen d 
in g  their  cause attem pted  to  speak  they  w ere rudely  silen ced . 
“ Y o u  are n o t V icech an cellor . W hen you are , you  m ay talk. 
T ill then  it  w ill b ecom e you  to  h o ld  your p ea ce ."  T h e  d e
fen dan ts w ere  thrust ou t o f  th e  court w ithout a hearin g . In  a 
short tim e they  w ere called  in aga in , and  inform ed that the  
C om m issioners had  d eterm ined  to d eprive P ech e ll o f  the  
V icech an cellorsh ip , and  to suspend him  from  all the  em olu
m ents to w hich  h e  was en titled  as M aster o f  a  c o lle g e , em olu
m ents w hich  w ere strictly  o f  the nature o f  freehold  property. 
“ A s for y o u ,”  said  Jeffreys to th e  d e le g a te s , “ m ost o f  you  
are d iv ines. I  w ill therefore send  you hom e w ith a te x t  o f  
scrip tu re , ‘ G o your w ay and sin  no m o re , le s t  a w orse th ing  
happen to y o u .’ ”  * 

state of T h e se  p roceed in gs m ight seem  sufficiently unjust and  
Oxford, v io len t. B u t th e  K in g  had already  b egun  to treat O xford  

w ith such rigour that th e  rigour show n tow ards Cam bridge  
m igh t, by com parison , b e  called  len ity . A lready U niversity  
C ollege  had b een  turned by O badiali W alker into a R om an  
C atholic sem inary. A lread y  Christ Church was g overn ed  by  
a R om an C atholic D ean . M ass was already said daily in both  
th o se  co lleg es . T h e  tranquil and m ajestic c ity , so lon g  the  
stron gh old  o f  m onarchical p rin cip les, w as agitated  by pas
sions w hich it had never before know n. T h e  undergraduates, 
w ith the  conn ivance o f  those w ho w ere in  authority over  them , 
h o o ted  the  m em bers o f  W alker’s con gregation , and chanted

• Sec th e  p roceed in g s  ag a in s t th e  U niversity  o f  C am bridge  in the 
co llec tion  o f  S ta le  T ria ls .
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satirical d itties under his w indow s. Som e fragm ents o f  the  
serenades w hich then  disturbed  the  H igh  S treet have b een  
preserved . T h e  burden o f  on e ballad w as this:

“ Old Obadiah 
Sings Avc M aria."

W hen the actors cam e dow n to O xford , the public fee lin g  
was exp ressed  still m ore stron gly . H ow ard ’s C om m ittee was 
perform ed. T h is  p lay , w ritten  soon  after the R estoration , 
exh ib ited  the Puritans in an od ious and contem ptib le ligh t, 
and had therefore b e e n , during a quarter o f  a cen tu ry , a 
favourite w ith O xonian au d ien ces. I t  w as now  a greater  
favourite than ever; fo r , by a  lucky co in c id en ce , one o f  the  
m ost consp icuous characters w as an o ld  hypocrite nam ed  
O badiah. T h e  aud ien ce shouted  with d eligh t w h e n , in the  
la st sc e n e , O badiah was dragged  in w ith a halter round his 
n eck ; and th e  acclam ations red ou b led  w hen  one o f  the  
p layers, departing from  th e  written te x t  o f  the com edy, pro
cla im ed  that O badiah should b e  h anged  becau se h e  had  
changed  h is relig ion . T h e  K in g  w as m uch provoked by this 
in su lt. S o  m utinous indeed  was th e  tem per o f  the  U n iversity  
that on e o f  the new ly raised  reg im en ts, th e  sam e w hich is now  
called  th e  S econ d  D ragoon  G uards, w as quartered at O xford  
for the  purpose o f  preven tin g  an outbreak. *

T h e se  events ought to have con vin ced  Jam es that he had  
en tered  on  a course w hich m ust lead  him  to his ruin. T o  the  
clam ours o f  L ondon  h e  had b een  lo n g  accustom ed . T h ey  
had b een  raised  against h im , som etim es u n ju stly , and som e
tim es vain ly. H e  had rep eated ly  braved them , and  m ight 
brave them  still. B u t that O xfo rd , th e  seat o f  loyalty', the  
head  quarters o f  the C avalier army, the place w here his father  
and brother had h eld  the ir  court w hen they thought them 
se lves in secure in  their storm y cap ita l, the  p lace w here the  
w ritings o f  the great republican teachers had recently  b een  
com m itted to  th e  flam es, should  now  b e in  a ferm ent o f  d is
co n ten t, that those  h igh-sp ir ited  youths w ho a few  m onths

* Wood's Athen® O ion icnses; Apology for the Life of Colley C ibber; 
Cillers, March 16S6.
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before had eagerly vo lu n teered  to m arch against the  W estern  
insurgents should  now b e w ith d ifficulty k ep t dow n by sw ord  
and carb ine, these  w ere signs full o f  ev il om en to the  H ouse  
o f  Stuart. T h e  w arning, h o w ev er , w as lo st on  th e  dull, 
stu b b orn , se lf-w illed  tyrant. H e  w as reso lved  to transfer to  
his ow n Church all th e  w ealth iest and m ost sp lend id  founda
tions o f  E nglan d . I t  w as to no purpose that the  b est and  
w isest o f  his R om an C atholic counsellors rem onstrated . T h e y  
rep resen ted  to him that h e  had  it  in h is pow er to ren d er a  
great serv ice to the cause o f  h is re lig ion  w ithout v io la tin g  the  
rights o f  property . A  grant o f  tw o thousand pounds a year  
from  his privy purse w ould  support a J esu it co lleg e  a t O xford . 
Such a sum h e m ight easily  spare. Such  a c o llc g o , p rovided  
w ith a b le , lea rn ed , and zea lou s teach ers , w ould  b e  a  form i
dable rival to the o ld  academ ical institu tions, w hich exh ib ited  
but too m any sym ptom s o f  the  languor a lm ost inseparable  
from  op u len ce  and security . K in g  J a m es’s C o llege  w ould  
soon  b e , by the con fession  even  o f  P rotestan ts, the  first p lace  
o f  education  in the  islan d , as resp ected  both  sc ien ce  and  
m oral d iscip line. T h is  w ou ld  b e  the m ost effectual and the  
least invid ious m eth od  by w hich th e  Church o f  E ngland  cou ld  
b e hum bled  and the  Church o f  R om e exa lted . T h e  E arl 
o f  A ilesb u ry , on e o f  th e  m ost d evoted  servants o f  the royal 
fam ily , declared  th a t, though a P rotestan t, and  by no m eans 
rich , h e  w ou ld  h im self contribute a  thousand pounds tow ards 
this d es ig n , rather than that his m aster shou ld  v io la te  the  
rights o f  p rop erty , and break faith  w ith  the  E stab lished  
C hurch .* T h e  sc h e m e, h o w ev er , found n o  favour in  the  
sig h t o f  the K in g . It was in d eed  ill su ited , in  m ore w ays than  
o n e , to h is un gen tle  nature. F o r  to  b en d  and break the  
spirits o f  m en gave him p leasure; and to part w ith  h is m oney  
g a v e  him  pain . W hat h e  had  n o t the  g en erosity  to  do at his 
own ex p en se  h e  determ ined  to do at th e  ex p en se  o f  o thers. 
W hen on ce h e  was e n g a g e d , pride and  obstinacy prevented  
him from  reced in g ; and h e was at len g th  le d ,  step by step , 
to  acts o f  T urkish  tyranny, to  acts w hich im pressed  the

• B urnet, i. 091.; L etter of Lord A ilesbury printed in the European 
Magazine for April 1195.
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nation w ith a  conviction  that th e  estate o f  a P rotestant E nglish  chap. 
freeholder under a R om an C atholic K in g  m ust b e  as insecure ~ ¡sijl-  
as that o f  a G reek under M oslem  dom ination.

M agdalene C ollege  at O xford , foun d ed  in the  fifteenth Majda- 
eentury by W illiam  o f  W a y n ile te , B ishop  o f  W in ch ester and ¡eg”,<o>i- 
L ord H igh  C h an cellor, was one o f  th e  m ost rem arkable o f iori1. 
our academ ical Institutions. A  gracefu l tow er, on the sum m it 
o f  w hich a L atin  hym n w as annually chanted by choristers at 
the dawn o f  M ay d a y , caught far o ff the ey e  o f  the traveller  
who cam e from  L on d on . A s he approached  h e found that 
this tow er rose  from  an em battled  p ile , low  and irregular, y et  
singularly v en era b le , w h ich , em bow ered  in verduro, over
hung the slu ggish  w aters o f  the C herw ell. H o p assed  through  
a gatew ay overhung by  a n ob le  oriel, * and found h im self in a  
spacious clo ister  adorned  with em blem s o f  virtues and v ices, 
rudely  carved in grey  ston e b y  the  m asons o f  the fifteenth cen
tury. T h e  table o f  the soc iety  was p len tifu lly  spread in a 
stately  refectory  hung w ith paintings and rich w ith fantastic  
carving. T h e  serv ice o f  th e  Church was perform ed m orning  
and even in g  in a chapel w hich had suffered m uch v io len ce  
from  the R efo rm ers, and m uch from  th e  P uritans, but which  
was, under every d isadvantage, a  building o f  em inent beauty, 
and w hich h as, in  our own tim e, b een  restored  with rare tasto 
and sk ill. T h e  spacious gardens a lon g  the river sid e  w ere re
m arkable for the size o f  the tr e e s , am ong w hich tow ered  con
spicuous one o f  the  vegeta b le  w onders o f  the island, a g igantic  
o a k , o ld er  by a cen tu ry , m en sa id , than the  o ld est co lleg e  in 
the U niversity .

T h e  statutes o f  the soc iety  ordained that the  K ings o f  E n g 
land and P rinces o f  W ales shou ld  by lo d g ed  in their  house. 
E dw ard th e  F ourth  had inhabited  the building w hile it was 
still unfinished. R ich ard  th e  T h ird  had held  his court there, 
had heard disputations in th e  h a ll , had feasted  there royally , 
and had m ended  the ch eer  o f  his hosts by a  present o f  fat bucks 
from  his forests. T w o  heirs apparent o f  the crown who had  
b een  prem aturely snatched  aw ay , A rthur the elder brother o f  
H enry  the E igh th , and H enry th e  elder b rother o f  Charles the  

* This gateway is now closed.
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F ir st , bad  b een  m em bers o f  tbe c o lleg e . A n other prince o f  
th e  b lo o d , th e  la st and b est o f  th e  R om an C atholic A rch 
b ishops o f  C anterbury, th e  g en tle  R eg in a ld  P o le , had studied  
there . In  the  tim e o f  tbe  civil w ar M agdalene bad b een  truo 
to the cause o f  the crow n. T h e r e  R u p ert had fixed  his quar
ters; an d , b efore som e o f  h is m ost daring en terp rises, his 
trum pets had b een  heard  sounding to horse through th o se  
quiet c lo isters. M ost o f  the F e llo w s w ere d iv in es , and cou ld  
aid  the K in g  only b y  their  prayers and their pecuniary contri
butions. B u t one m em ber o f  the  b o d y , a  D o cto r  o f  Civil 
L a w , ra ised  a troop o f  undergraduates, and fe ll fighting  
bravely  at their h ead  against the  so ld iers o f  E ssex . W hen  
h ostilities had  term in ated , and the  R oundheads w ere m asters 
o f  E n g la n d , six  seven th s o f  the  m em bers o f  the  foundation  
refu sed  to m ake any subm ission to usurped authority. 
T h e y  w ere con sequ en tly  e jec ted  from  their d w ellings and  
dep rived  o f  their  reven u es. A fter  the R estoration  the 
survivors returned  to their p leasant ab od e. T h e y  had now  
b een  su cceed ed  b y  a now  generation  w hich inherited  their  
opinions and their  spirit. D u rin g  the W estern  reb ellion  such  
M agdalene m en as w ere n ot d isqualified  by their a g e  or pro
fession  for th e  use o f  arms had eagerly  vo lu n teered  to fight for 
the  crow n. I t  w ou ld  b e  d ifficult to nam e any corporation in  
the k in gdom  w hich had h igher claim s to the gratitude o f  the  
H o u se o f  S tuart*.

T h e  soc iety  consisted  o f  a P resid en t, o f  forty F e llo w s, o f  
thirty scholars ca lled  D e m ie s , and o f  a  train o f  chaplains, 
c lerk s, and  choristers. A t  th e  tim e o f  the genera l visitation  
in the reign  o f  H enry the  E ighth  th e  reven u es w ere far greater  
than those  o f  any sim ilar institution  in  the  rea lm , greater by  
nearly one h a lf  than those  o f  the  m agnificent foundation o f  
H enry the  S ix th  at C am bridge, and  considerably  m ore than  
d ou b le those w hich W illiam  o f  W ykeham  had se ttled  on his 
c o lleg e  a t O xford . In  the days o f  Jam es th e  S econ d  the riches  
o f  M agdalene w ere im m ense, and w ere exaggera ted  by report. 
T h e  co lleg e  w as popularly said to b e  w ealth ier than the w ea l-

n iS T O R Y  O P EK G LAN D .

* W ood’s A llienæ  O x o n lcn ses ; W a lk e r 's  Sufferings of th e  Clergy.
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thicst abbeys o f  th e  C ontinent. W hen the  leases fe ll in , —  so 
ran the vu lgar rum our, —  th e rents w ou ld  b e  raised  to the-  
prodigious sum o f  forty thousand pounds a  year. *

T h e  F ellow s w ere , b y  the statutes w hich their founder had  
drawn u p , em pow ered to  se lec t their own P resid en t from  
am ong persons w ho w ere, or had been , F ellow s either o f  their  
society  or o f  N ew  C ollege . T h is  pow er had generally' been  
exerc ised  w ith  freed om . B u t in som e instances royal letters 
had b een  rece ived  recom m ending to the ch o ice  o f  the corpo
ration qualified  persons w ho w ere in  favour at Court; and on  
such occasions it had b een  th e  practice to show  respect to the  
w ishes o f  the sovereign .

In  M arch 1087, the  P resid en t o f  the co lleg e  d ied . O ne o f  
the F e llo w s , D octor  T h om as S m ith , popularly nicknam ed  
R abbi S m ith , a  d istinguished  traveller , b ook -co llec to r , an
tiquary, and orientalist, w ho had b een  chaplain to the em bassy  
at C onstantinop le, and had b een  em ployed  to collate  the  
A lexandrian  m anuscript, asp ired  to th e  vacant p ost. H e  con
ce ived  that h e had  som e claim s on th e  favour o f  the govern
m ent as a man o f  learn ing and as a zealous T ory . H is loyalty  
was in  truth as fervent and as stead fast as w as to  b e  found in 
the w holo Church o f  E nglan d . H e  had  lon g  b een  intim ately  
acquainted  with P ark er, B ish op  o f  O xford , and  h op ed  to  
obtain b y  the  in terest o f  that prelate a royal le tter  to the co l
leg e . P arker prom ised  to do h is b e s t , but soon reported that 
h e had  found  difficulties. “ T h e  K in g ,”  h e  sa id , “ w ill re
com m end no person  w ho is not a  friend to H is M ajesly ’s re li
g ion . W hat can you  do to  p leasure him  as to that m atter?” 
Sm ith answ ered  that, i f  h e  b ecam e P resid en t, h e  w ould  exert  
h im self to  prom ote lea rn in g , true Christianity, and loyalty . 
“ T h a t w ill n o t d o ,”  said  the B ish op . “ I f  s o , ”  said Smith  
m anfully, “ le t  who w ill b e  P resid en t: I  can prom ise nothing  
m o r e .”

* B urne t, i. 687.; Tanner's Notilia M onastics. At the visitation In 
the twenty-sixth year of Henry the Eighth it appeared that the annual 
revenue of K ing'sCoilege was 751/.; of New College, 4S7/.; of M agdalene, 
1076/.

Jfncau/oy, l l l t ta ry .  III. 8
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A nthony 
P a rm e r 
re co m 
m ended 
by th e  
King fo r 
P re s i
d e n t.

T h e  e lection  had b een  fixed  for  the  thirteenth  o f  A pril, 
and th e  F ellow s w ere sum m oned to a ttend . It was rum oured  
that a royal le tter  w ou ld  com e dow n recom m ending one A n 
thony Farm er to th e  vacant p lace. T h is  m an’s life  had been  
a  series o f  sham eful acts. H e  had b een  a  m em ber o f  the U n i
versity  o f  C am bridge, and had escaped  expulsion  on ly  by a 
tim ely  retreat. H e  had then jo in e d  the  D issen ters. T h en  he  
had gono to O x fo rd , had en tered  h im se lf at M agd alen e, and  
had soon  b ecom e notorious there for  every k ind  o f  v ice . H e  
gen era lly  reeled  into his co lleg e  at n ight sp eech less w ith  
liquor. H e  w as celebrated  for having h ead ed  a d isgracefu l 
riot a t A b in gd on . H e  had been  a constant freq u en ter o f  noted  
haunts o f  libertines. A t length  h e  had  turned  p an d ar, had  
ex ceed ed  even  the  ordinary v ilen ess o f  his v ile  ca llin g , and  
had rece iv ed  m oney from  d isso lute young gen tlem en  com 
m oners for serv ices such  as it  is  n ot goo d  that h istory should  
record . T h is w retch , how ever, had  p reten d ed  to turn P a 
p ist. H is apostasy a toned  for all h is v ic e s ; a n d , though  still a 
y o u th , h e was se lec te d  to  rule a grave and relig ious so 
ciety  in w hich the  scandal g iven  b y  his depravity was still 
fresh .

A s a  R om an C atholic h e  was disqualified  for academ ical 
office by the  gen era l law o f  tho land. N ever  having b een  a 
F ello w  o f  M agdalene C ollege  or o f  N ew  C o lleg e , h e  was d is
qualified  for th e  vacant p residency by a specia l ordinance o f  
W illiam  o f  W ayn fle te . W illiam  o fW a y n f le te  had  also  en 
jo in e d  those  w ho partook  o f  his bounty to have a  particular  
regard  to m oral character in  ch oosin g  their head; an d , even  
i f  h e  had  le ft no such  in ju n ction , a b od y  ch iefly  com posed  o f  
divines cou ld  n ot w ith d ecen cy  entrust such a man as Farm er  
with the governm ent o f  a p lace  o f  education.

T h e  F ellow s respectfu lly  rep resen ted  to the K in g  th e  diffi
culty in w hich they  should b e  p laced , if, as was rum oured, 
Farmer shou ld  bo recom m ended  to them , and b eg g ed  that, i f  
it  w ere H is M ajesty’s p leasure to  in terfere in th e  election , 
som e person  for whom  they  could  lega lly  and conscien tiously  
vote  m ight b e  proposed . O f this dutiful request no n otice was 
taken. T h e  royal le tter  arrived. It was brought dow n b y
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one o f  the  fellow s who had lately turned P a p ist, R ob ert crap. 
Charnock, a  m an o f  parts and spirit, but o f  a v io len t and rest- ,¿ ¡¡^ 7  

less tem p er, w hich  im pelled  him  a few  years later to an  
atrocious crim e and to a terrible fate . On th e  thirteenth  o f  
April the soc iety  m et in  th e  chapel. Som e hope was still 
entertained that the K ing m ight b e  m oved by the rem on
strance w hich had b een  ad d ressed  to him . T h e  assem bly  
therefore adjourned  till tho fifteen th , which was the last day 
on w h ich , b y  the  constitution  o f  the c o lle g e , the election  
could  take p lace.

T h e  fifteenth  o f  A pril cam e. A gain  the F ellow s repaired  
to their  chapel. N o  answ er had  arrived from  W hitehall, pm- 
T w o or three o f  the S en io rs, am ong whom  was Smith, w ere"  ’ 
inclined  to  postpone the e lection  on ce m ore rather than take a 
step w hich m ight g iv e  offence to the K in g . B u t tho language  
o f  the statutes was clear. T h o se  statutes tho m em bers o f  the  
foundation  had  sw orn to ob serve. T h e  general opinion was 
that there ou gh t to  b e  no further delay . A  hot deb ate fo l
low ed . T h e  electors w ere too m uch ex c ited  to take their  
sea ts; and th e  w hole choir was in  a tum ult. T h o se  w ho w ere  
for proceed ing appealed  to their oaths and to the rules laid  
dow n by th e  foun d er w h ose bread  they had eaten . T h e  K ing, 
they tru ly said, had no right to force on them  even  a qualified  
candidate. Som e expressions unpleasing to T ory  cars were  
dropped in the course o f  the d isp u te ; and Sm ith was provoked  
into excla im ing that the 6pirit o f  F ergu son  had p ossessed  his 
b rethren . It was a t len gth  reso lved  by a great m ajority that 
it was necessary to  proceed  im m ediately to the election . 
Charnock le ft th e  chapel. T h e  other F e llo w s, having first 
rece ived  the  sacram ent, p ro ceed ed  to g ive  their vo ices . T h e  
choice fe ll on  Joh n  H o u g h , a  man o f  em inent virtue and pru
d en ce , w h o , having borne persecution  w ith  fortitude and  
prosperity w ith  m eek n ess , having risen to high honours and  
having m odestly  d eclin ed  honours h igher s t ill, d ied  in e x 
trem e o ld  a g e , y e t  in fu ll vigour o f  m ind , m ore than fifty -six  
years after this eventfu l day.

T h e  so c ie ty  hasten ed  to  acquaint the  K in g  with tho cir
cum stances w hich had m ade it necessary to  e lec t a P resident

8*
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c h a p . w ithout further delay, and req u ested  the D uke o f  O rm ond, as 
-  I™'  - patron o f  the w h ole  U niversity , and the  B ish op  o f  W inchester, 

as visitor o f  M agdalene C ollege, to undertake th e  office o f  in
tercessors: b u t the K in g  was far too  angry and too dull to 
listen  to  explanations.

The Fei- E arly in Ju n e  tho F e llo w s w ere cited  to appear b efore the  
Hwdi- H igh  Com m ission at W hitehall. F iv e  o f  th em , d ep u ted  by  
icneciied tho r e s t, o b ey ed  the  sum m ons. Jeffreys treated  them  after  
tho nigh his usual fash ion . W hen on e o f  them , a grave D o cto r  nam ed  

F airfax, h in ted  som e doubt as to tho va lid ity  o f  the  Com mis
sion , th e  C hancellor b egan  to  roar lik e  a  w ild  b east. “ W ho  
is  this m an? W h at com m ission has he to b e  im pudent here?  
S e iz e  h im . P u t  him  into a dark room . W h at doe3 ho do  
w ithou t a  k eep er?  H e is  under m y care as a lunatic. I  
w onder that n ob od y has applied  to  m e for th e  custod y  o f  
h im .”  B u t w hen this storm  had sp en t its fo r c e , and th e  d e
p osition s con cern in g  the m oral character o f  the  K in g ’s nom i
n ee had  b een  read, n on e o f  the C om m issioners had  the front 
to pronounce that such a man cou ld  properly b e  m ade the  
head o f  a groat co lleg e . O badiah W alker and the other  
O xonian  P apists w ho w ere in  a ttendance to support the ir  pro
se ly te w ere u tterly con foun d ed . T h e  Com m ission pronounced  
H ou gh ’s e lection  v o id , and suspended  F airfax from  his fe l
low sh ip : b u t about Farm er no m ore was sa id ; an d , in  tho  
m onth o f  A ugust, arrived a royal le tter  recom m ending Parker, 
B ishop  o f  O xford , to the  F ellow s.

Tarter P arker w as n ot an avow ed  P apist. S till there was an
mended objection  to him  w h ich , even  i f  tho presidency had been  
\Ynt" vacanti w ould  have b een  d ecisive: for ho had never  b een  a 
'  c° ’ F ellow  o f  either N ew  C ollege  or M agdalene. B u t the p resi

dency was n ot vacant: H ough  had b een  duly e lec ted ; and all 
th e  m em bers o f  the  co lleg e  w ere  bound b y  oath to support 
him  in h is office. T h e y  th erefo re , w ith  m any expressions o f  
loya lty  and  con cern , excu sed  them selves from  com plying  
with the K in g ’s m andate.

The W h ile  O xford  w as thus op p osin g  a firm resistan ce to
house"” tyranny, a stand not less reso lu te  w as m ade in another quarter. 

Jam es h ad , som e tim e b e fo re , com m anded the  trustees o f
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the Charterhouse, m en o f  the first rank and consideration  in 
the k ingdom , to  admit a Rom an Catholic nam ed P opham  into  
the hospital w hich w as under their care. T h e  M aster o f  the  
house, T h om as B urnet, a clergym an o f  d istinguished  gen ius, 
learning, and virtue, had the courage to represent to them, 
though the  ferociou s Jeffreys sate at the board, that w hat was 
required o f  them  w as contrary both  to the w ill o f  the founder  
and to an A ct o f  Parliam ent. “ W hat is that to the p u rp o se? ”  
Baid a  courtier w ho w as one o f  the governors. “ I t  is very  
m uch to th e  p u rp ose , I  th in k ,”  answ ered  a v o ic e , feeb le  
with age and sorrow , y e t  n ot to b e  heard w ithout respect by  
any assem bly, the  v o ic e  o f  the  venerab le O rm ond. “ A n A ct 
o f  P arliam en t,” continued  the patriarch o f  the Cavalier party, 
“ is, in  m y ju d gm en t, no ligh t th in g .”  T h e  question  was put 
w hether P opham  should  b e  ad m itted , and it w as determ ined  
to reject h im . T h e  C hancellor, w ho cou ld  n ot w ell ease him 
se lf  by cursing and sw earing at O rm ond, flung away in a rago. 
and w as fo llo w ed  by som e oi  th e  m inority . T h e  consequence  
w as that there was n o t a quorum  le ft, and that no formal rep ly  
could  b e  m ade to  the royal m andate.

T h e  n ex t m eetin g  took  p lace only two days after the  H igh  
Com mission had pronounced  senten ce  o f  deprivation against 
H o u g h , and o f  su sp en sion  against Fairfax. A  second  man
date under the  G reat S ea l was la id  before the trustees: but 
the tyrannical m anner in  w hich M agdalene C ollege had been  
treated  had roused  instead  o f  subduing their spirit. T h ey  
drew  up a  letter  to Sunderland in which they requested  him  
to inform  th e K ing that they  could  n o t, in this m atter, obey  
H is M ajesty w ithout breaking th e  law and  betraying their trust.

T h ere  can bo little  doubt that, had ordinary signatures 
been  appended  to this d ocu m ent, the  K ing w ould have taken  
som e v io len t course. B u t even  h e  was daunted by the  great 
nam es o f  O rm ond, H a lifa x , D an b y , and N ottin gh am , the  
chiefs o f  all the section s o f  that great party to w hich h e  ow ed  
his crow n. H e  therefore con ten ted  h im self w ith d irecting  
Jeffreys to consider w hat course ought to b e  taken. It was 
announced  at on e tim e that a p roceed in g  w ould b e  instituted  
in  the K in g’s B ench , a t another that the  E cclesiastica l Com-

C H A P .
vm .
1687.



118 H IST O RY  O F EN G LAN D .

chap. m ission would take up th e  case: bu t tliese th reats gradually  
d ied  away.*

lb« rojai -^ ie  sum m er was now far advanced; and the K in g  se t out
progreii. on a p rogress, the lo n g est  and th e  m ost sp lend id  that had  

been  know n for m any years. From  W indsor h e w ent on the  
six teen th  o f  A ugust to P ortsm outh , w alked  round the fortifi
cations, touched  som e scrofu lous p eo p le , and then p roceed ed  
in  on e o f  h is yachts to  Southam pton. From  Southam pton he  
travelled  to B ath , w here h e rem ained a few  d ay s, and w here  
h e  le ft the Q ueen . W hen h e d ep arted , h e  w as a tten d ed  b y  
th e  H igh  S h eriff o f  Som ersetsh ire and by a large b od y  o f  g en 
tlem en  to  the  frontier o f  th e  cou n ty , w here the  H igh  Sheriff 
o f  G lou cestersh ire , w ith  a n ot less sp lendid  retin u e, w as in 
atten d an ce. T h e  D u k e o f  Beaufort soon  m et the royal 
coach es, and con d u cted  them  toB adm inton , w here a banquet  
w orthy o f  the fam e w hich h is sp lend id  h ou sek eep in g  had won  
for him  w as prepared . In  th e  afternoon th e  cavalcade pro
c eed ed  to G lou cester. I t  was g reeted  two m iles from  the  
city  by the B ishop  and clergy . A t the South  G ate the M ayor  
w aited  w ith the k ey s. T h e  b ells rang and the conduits flow ed  
with w ine a3 the  K in g  passed  through the streets to the c lo se  
w hich encircles the venerab le C athedral. H e  lay that n ight 
at th e  dean ery , and on  the fo llow in g  m orning se t  out for 
W orcester . From  W orcester he w ent to L u d lo w , Shrew s
bury, and C hester, and w as everyw here rece iv ed  w ith out
ward signs o f  jo y  and resp ect, w hich h e  w as weak enough  to  
consider as proofs that the d iscon ten t ex c ited  by h is m easures 
bad  su b s id e d , and that an easy victory  was before him . 
B arillon , m ore sagacious, in form ed LewiB that the  K in g  o f  
E ngland  was under a d elu sion , that the progress had done  
no real g o o d , and that those  very gen tlem en  o f  W orcester
shire and Shropshire w ho had thought it  their duty to rece ive  
their Sovereign  and their gu est w ith every mark o f  honour  
w ould bo found as refractory as ever w hen the question  o f  the 
test shou ld  com e on .* '

• A Relation of the Proceedings at the Charterhouse, 1689.
•• See the London Gazette, from August is . to Septem ber i. I6S1; 

Barillon, Septem ber 1 |.
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On the road  the royal train w as jo in e d  by two courtiers 
who in  tem per and opinions differed w idely  from  each other. 
P enn  w as at C hester on a pastoral tour. H is popularity and  
authority am ong h is  brethren had greatly' d eclin ed  sin ce  he  
had b ecom e a  to o l o f  th e  K ing and o f  the J esu its . * H e  was, 
how ever, m ost graciously  rece iv ed  by J a m es, a n d , on the  
Sunday , w as perm itted  to harangue in the tennis cou rt, w hile  
Cartwright p reached  in the C athedral, and w hile the  K ing  
heard m ass at an altar w hich had b een  d eck ed  in the Shire  
H all. I t  is sa id , in d e e d , that H is M ajesty d eign ed  to  look  
into the  tennis court and to listen  w ith d ecen cy  to h is friend’s  
m elodious e loq u en ce.**

T h e  furious T yrcon nel had crossed  the  sea  from  D ublin  
to g iv e  an  account o f  his adm inistration. A ll the  m ost re
spectab le E nglish  C atholics lo o k ed  co ld ly  on him  as on  an 
enem y o f  their race and  a scandal to their re lig ion . B u t he  
was cordially  w elcom ed  b y  his m aster, and  dism issed  with  
assurances o f  undim inished confidence and steady support. 
Jam es exp ressed  h is d eligh t at learning that in a short tim e 
the w hole govern m en t o f  Ireland w ould  be in  R om an Catholic 
hands. T h e  E nglish  co lon ists had already been  stripped  o f  all 
p olitical pow er. N o th in g  rem ained  but to strip them  o f  
their property; and this last outrage w as deferred  on ly  till 
the cooperation  o f  an Irish Parliam ent should have been  
secured.***

* “ P e n n , chet des Q uakers, qu’on sail être dans les Intérêts du Hoi 
d 'A ngleterre, est si fort décrié parm i ceux de son parti qu ’ils n’ont plus 
aucune confiance en lu i.” — Bonrepaux to Seignelay, Sept. R . 16S1. 
The evidence of Gerard Croese is to the sam e effect. “ Etiam Quaker! 
Pennum  non am pliu s, u t an te , ila am abant ac m agnifaclebant, quidam  
avcrsabanlur ac fugiebant.” — Ilistoria Quakeriana, lib. ii. 1695.

** Cartwright's D iary , August SO. 1681. Clarkson’s Life of William 
Penn.

*”  London G axette, Sept. 5 .; Sheridan M S.; B arillon, Sept. ,*t . 1681. 
“ Le [toi son m a ître ,” says B arillon, “ a témoigné une grande satisfaction 
des m esures qu’il a p rises, et a autorisé ce qu’il a fait en faveur des 
Catholiques. Il les é tab lit dans les emplois et les charges , en sorte que 
l'au torité  se trouvera b ien tô t entre leurs m ains. Il reste encore beau
coup de choses à faire en ce pays là  pour re tirer les biens Injustement 
étés aux Catholiques. Mais cela ne peut s ’exécuter qu’avec le tems et 
dans l’assem blée d’un parlem ent en Irlande.”

cnAP.
vui.
1687.
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vru '  From  C heshire the K ing turned southw ard , an d , in the
fu ll b e lie f  that the  F e llo w s o f  M agdalene C o lleg e , how ever  
m utinous th ey  m ight be, w ou ld  n o t dare to  d isob ey  a com 
m and uttered  by h is ow n lips, d irected  his course tow ards 
O xford . B y  the  way he m ade som e little  excursions to p laces  
w hich peculiarly in terested  h im , as a K in g , a brother, and a 
son . H e  v isited  tho h osp itab le ro o f  o f  B o sco b e l and tho  
rem ains o f  the  oak so  conspicuous in  the history o f  his h ou se . 
H e rod e over  the field  o fE d g e h il l , w here the  Cavaliers first 
crossed  sw ords w ith  th e  so ld iers o f  tho Parliam ent. On the  
third o f  S ep tem b er h e  d in ed  in  great state a t the  palace of 
W oo d sto ck , an  ancien t and renow ned m ansion, o f  w hich n ot  
a sto n e  is now  to  b e  seen , bu t o f  w hich the site  is still m arked  
on the tu r f o f  B len h eim  P ark  b y  tw o sycam ores w hich  grow  

t ic  King near the sta te ly  b rid ge. In  the  even in g  h e reach ed  O xford . 
* * °r ' H e  w as rece ived  there w ith tho w o n ted  hon ou rs. T h o  stu 

dents in their academ ical garb  w ere ranged  to  w clcom o him  
on th e  righ t hand and on th e  le ft, from  tho entrance o f  the 
city  to the great g a te  o f  Christ Church. H e  lo d g ed  at tho  
dean ery , w h ere , am ong other accom m odations, ho found a 

Sand/ibo c^aPe  ̂fitted  UP  f ° r  th e  celebration  o f  the M ass. * On tho day 
i-diowso! after h is arrival, the  F ellow s o f  M agdalene C o llege  w ere  
line?1" ordered  to  a ttend  him . W hen  they  appeared  b efore  him  h e  

treated  them  w ith  an in so len ce  such as had never  been  shown  
to their predecessors by the  Puritan visitors. “ Y o u  have not 
dealt w ith  m e lik e g en tlem en ,” h e  excla im ed . “ Y ou have  
b een  unm annerly as w ell as u n d u tifu l.”  T h ey  fe ll on their  
kn ees and ten dered  a petition . H e  w ou ld  n o t lo o k  at it . “ Is  
this you r Church o f  E n g lan d  loya lty?  I cou ld  n o t have  
b eliev ed  that so m any clergym en  o f  tho Church o f  E ngland  
w ould  have b een  con cern ed  in such  a  bu sin ess. Go hom e. 
G et you  g o n e . I  am K in g . I  w ill b e  o b ey ed . Go to  your  
chapel th is instant; and  adm it the B ishop  o f  O xford . L et  
th o se  who refuse look  to it. T h ey  shall fe e l the w hole w eigh t  
o f  m y hand. T h e y  shall know  w hat it  is to incur the  d is
p leasure o f  their  S o v ere ig n .”  T h e  F e llo w s, still k n eelin g  
before h im , again offered  him  the ir  petition . H e  angrily  

• London G aze tte  of S ep t. 5. and S ep t. 8. 1687.
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flung it dow n. “ G et y o u  g o n e , I  te ll yo u . 1 w ill rece ive  c^ ' >- 
noth ing from  you  till you  h ave adm itted  the B ish o p .”  I83I; •

T h ey  retired  and  instantly assem bled  in their chapel. T h e  
question was p ropounded  w hether they  w ould com ply with  
H is M ajesty’s com m and. Sm ith w as absent. Charnock alone  
answ ered in  the affirm ative. T h e  other F ellow s who w ere at 
the m eetin g  declared  that in  all th in gs lawful they w ere ready  
to ob ey  the K in g , but that they  w ou ld  n ot v io la te the ir  sta
tutes and their oaths.

T h e  K in g , greatly  in cen sed  and m ortified b y  his defeat, 
quitted  O xford  and  rejo in ed  the Q ueen  at B ath . H is ob 
stinacy and v io len ce  had brought him  in to  an em barrassing  
position . H e  had trusted  too m uch to  th e  effect o f  his frowns 
and angry tones, and had rashly staked , n ot m erely the credit 
o f  h is adm inistration , but his personal d ig n ity , on the issue  
o f  th e  co n test. C ould ho y ie ld  to subjects w hom  h e had 
m enaced  w ith  raised  vo ice  and furious gestures?  Y e t  could  
h e  ven ture to  eject in  on e day a  crow d o f  resp ectab le cler
gym en from  their  h om es, becau se they had  discharged what 
th e  w hole nation regard ed  as a sacred duty? Perhaps there  
m ight b e  an escape from  this d ilem m a. P erhaps the co llege  
m ight still b e  terrified , caressed, or bribed  into subm ission.
T h e  agen cy  o f  P en n  w as em ployed . H e  had too m uch goo d  
fee lin g  to approve o f  the  v io len t and unjust p roceed in gs o f  medutr. 
the g o v ern m en t, and even  ventured  to exp ress part o f  what 
h e thou gh t. Jam es w as, as u su al, obstinate in  the  w rong.
T h e  courtly Q uaker, therefo re , did his b est to sedu ce the  
co lleg e  from  the path o f  righ t. H e  first tried  intim idation.
R uin , he said , im pended  over  the  soc iety . T h e  K in g  was 
h igh ly  in cen sed . T h e  case m ight be a hard on e. M o stp eo p le  
thought it  so . B u t every ch ild  knew  that H is M ajesty loved  
to have h is ow n way and cou ld  not b ear to b e  thw arted . P en n , 
therefore, exh orted  th e  F ellow s not to rely  on the  good n ess  
o f  their cause, but to subm it, or at least to tem porise. Such  
counsel cam e strangely  from  one w ho had h im se lf been  e x 
p elled  from  the U niversity  for raising a  riot about th e  surplice, 
who had run the  risk o f  b ein g  d isinherited  rather than take 
off h is h at to the princes o f  the b lo o d , and w ho had  been
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m ore than on ce  sen t to  prison for haranguing in  con ven tic les. 
H e  d id  not su cceed  in frigh ten in g  th e  M agdalene m en. In  
answ er to h is alarm ing h ints h e  w as rem inded  that in  the  last 
generation  thirty-four out o f  the forty F ellow s had cheerfu lly  
le ft  the ir  b e lo v ed  clo isters and  g ard en s, their hall and their 
ch ap el, and had  g o n e  forth n ot know ing w here they should  
find a m eal or a b ed , rather than v io la te  the oath o f  alleg iance. 
T h e  K in g  now  w ished  them  to v io la te  another oath. H e  
shou ld  find that the  o ld  spirit w as n o t extin ct.

T h en  P en n  tried  a  gen tler  to n e . H e  had an interview  
w ith H ou gh  and w ith som e o f  the  F e llo w s, a n d , after m any  
professions o f  sym pathy and friendsh ip , b egan  to h int at a 
com prom ise. T h e  K in g  cou ld  n o t bear to  b e crossed . T h e  
c o lleg e  m ust g iv e  w ay. P arker m ust be adm itted . B u t ho 
w as in  very b ad  h ea lth . A ll h is preferm ents w ould soon  bo 
vacant. “ D o cto r  H o u g h ,”  said P en n , “ m ay then b e B ishop  
o f  O xford . H ow  shou ld  you  like that, g e n tle m e n ? ” P en n  
had p assed  h is life  in decla im ing against a h ireling m inistry. 
H o h eld  that h e  was b ound  to refuse the  paym ent o f  tithes, 
and this even  w hen  he had b ought land chargeab le w ith tithes, 
and had b een  allow ed  the  value o f  the tithes in the purchase  
m oney. A cco rd in g  to h is own p rin cip les, h e w ou ld  have  
com m itted a  great sin i f  h e  had  interfered  for the  purpose  
o f  obtain ing a ben efice on  the  m ost honourable term s for the  
m ost pious d iv ine. Y et to such a degree had his m anners 
b een  corrupted  by evil com m unications, and his understand
in g  ob scu red  b y  inordinate zea l for a single ob ject, that he  
did  n o t scruple to  b ecom e a broker in sim ony o f  a peculiarly  
d iscred itab le k in d , and to use a bishopric as a  bait to tem pt 
a  d ivine to perjury. H ou gh  rep lied  w ith  c iv il contem pt that 
h e w anted  noth ing  from  the crown but com m on ju stic e . “ W e  
stan d ,” h e  said, “ on  our statu tes and our oaths: but, even  
se ttin g  asid e  our statu tes and oaths, w e fee l that w e have our 
relig ion  to  d efen d . T h e  P apists have robbed  us o f  U n iversity  
C ollege . T h e y  have robbed  us o f  Christ Church. T h e  fight 
is now  for M agdalene. T h e y  w ill soon  have all the r e s t .”

P en n  was foo lish  enough to answ er that he really  b elieved  
that the P apists w ould  now  be con ten t. “ U n iv ers ity ,”  he
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«aid, “ is a p leasant co lleg e . Christ Church is a nob le p lace, 
M agdalene is a fine bu ild in g . T h e  situation is con ven ien t. ~ l6a:~  
T h e  w alks b y  the river are d elightfu l. I f  th e  R om an C atholics 
are reason ab le  they  w ill b e  satisfied  w ith th e se .” T h is  ab
surd avow al w ou ld  alone have m ade it im possib le for H ough  
and his brethren  to y ie ld . T h e  n egotiation  w as broken  oil-; 
and the K in g  hasten ed  to m ake the d isob ed ien t k n ow , as he 
had th r e a te n e d , w hat it was to incur his d isp leasure.

A  specia l com m ission  was d irected  to C artw right, B ishop  
o f  C h ester, to W rig h t, C h ief J u stice  o f  the  K in g’s B ench , si«ticai 
and to  S ir  T h om as J en n er , a B aron o f  the E x c h eq u er , ap-Jj'"^*" 
poin tin g  them  to ex erc ise  v isita toria l jurisd iction  over the  •*»» 10 
co lleg e . On th e  tw entieth  o f  O ctober they arrived at O xford , 1 Jr' ' 
escorted  by three  troops o f  cavalry with drawn sw ords. On 
the fo llow in g  m orning the C om m issioners took  their seats in 
the hall o f  M agdalene. Cartwright pronounced  a loya l ora
tion w h ich , a few  years b e fo r e , w ould have ca lled  forth  tlio  
acclam ations o f  an O xonian  a u d ien ce , b u t w hich w as now  
heard  w ith  su llen  ind ignation . A  lo n g  d ispute fo llow ed .
T h e  P resid en t d efen d ed  his righ ts w ith sk ill, tem p er , and  
resolu tion . H e  professed  great resp ect for th e  royal authority.
B u t he  steadily  m aintained that h e  had b y  the  laws o f  E ngland  
a freeh old  in terest in  th e  houso and reven u es an n exed  to the  
p residency . O f that in terest h e  could n ot b e  d eprived  b y  an 
arbitrary m andate o f  th e  S overeign . “ W ill you  subm it,” 
said  the B ish o p , “ to  our v is ita tio n ? ”  “ I subm it to i t ,” said  
H ou gh  with grea t d ex ter ity , “ so far as it is  consistent w ith  
the  la w s, and no farther .”  “ W ill you deliver up th e  k ey  
o f  your lo d g in g s? ”  said  C artw right. H ou gh  rem ained silent.
T h e  q u estion  was rep ea ted ; and H ou gh  returned  a m ild but 
resolu te refusal. T h e  C om m issioners pronounced  him  an 
in trud er, and charged  the F ellow s no lon ger  to recog n ise  his 
au th ority , and  to  assist at the adm ission o f  the  B ish op  o f  
O xford . C h am ock  eagerly  prom ised  o b ed ien ce; Sm ith  re 
turned an evasive answ er: b u t the great bod y  o f  the m em bers 
o f  the co lleg e  firmly d eclared  that they still regarded  H ough  
as their rightful head .



c h a p .  A n d  now  H ou gh  h im se lf  craved  perm ission to address a 
■ '1637' few  w ords to  the  C om m issioners. T h e y  con sen ted  with m uch  
protest of c iv ility , perhaps exp ectin g  from  the calm ness and suavity o f  
Hough, h is m anner that h e  w ould  m ake som e con cession . “ M y  

L o r d s ,”  said  h o , “ you have this day d eprived  m o o f  m y free
h old : I  h ereb y  protest against all your p roceed in gs as illegal, 
u n ju st, and  n u ll;  and I appeal from  you to our sovereign  
L ord  th e  K in g  in  h is courts o f  ju s t ic e .” A  loud murmur o f  
applause arose from  th e gow nsm en w ho filled  the hall. T h e  
C om m issioners w ere furious. Search  w as m ade for the o f
fen d e rs , but in  vain . T h en  the rage o f  the  w h ole  board was 
turned against H ou gh . “ D o  not think to huff u s , S ir ,”  cried  
J e n n e r , punning on  the P resid en t’s nam e. “ I  w ill uphold  
H is M ajesty’s authority ,”  said  W rig h t, “ w hile I have breath  
in m y b o d y . A ll this com es o f  your popular protest. Y ou  
h ave broken  the p ea ce . Y ou  shall answ er it in the K in g ’s 
B e n c h . I  b ind you  over in  on e thousand  pounds to  appear  
there n e x t  term . I  w ill see  w hether th e  civil pow er cannot 
m anage y o u . I f  that is n o t en o u g h , you  shall have the  m ili
tary to o .”  In  truth O xford  was in a state w hich  m ade the  
C om m issioners n o t a little  uneasy. T h e  sold iers w ere ordered  
to h ave their carbines load ed . I t  w as said  that an express  
w as sen t to  L on d on  for the  purpose o f  hasten in g  th e  arrival 
o f  m ore troops. N o  disturbance h ow ever took  p lace . T h e  

uo’i!*o* B ish op  o f  O xford  w as qu ietly  installed  b y  proxy: bu t on ly  
tarter, two m em bers o f  M agdalene C ollege  a tten d ed  the cerem ony. 

M any sign s sh ow ed  that the spirit o f  resistan ce had spread to 
the  com m on p eop le . T h e  porter o f  the  co lleg e  threw  dow n  
liis k ey s. T h e  butler refu sed  to  scratch H o u g h ’s nam e out 
o f  the buttery b o o k , and w as instantly  d ism issed . N o  b lack
sm ith cou ld  b e  foun d  in  the  w hole city  w ho w ould  force  the  
lo ck  o f  th e  P resid en t’s lod g in g s. I t  w as necessary for the  
C om m issioners to em ploy their ow n servants, w ho b rok e open  
the  door w ith  iron bars. T h e  serm ons w hich on the fo llow ing  
Sunday w ere preach ed  in  th e  U n iversity  church w ere full o f  
reflections such  as stu n g  Cartwright to the  q u ick , though  
such  as b e  cou ld  n ot d iscreetly  resen t.
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A nd h e r e , i f  Jam es had n ot b een  in fa tu ated , the  m atter 
m ight h ave stop p ed . T h e  F ellow s in gen era l w ere n ot in - - 
clincd  to carry their resistance further. T h e y  w ere o f  opinion  
that, b y  refu sin g  to assist in the adm ission o f  th e  intruder, 
they had  sufficiently p roved  their resp ect for their statu tes  
and o a th s , and  th a t, sin ce  ho w as now  in  actual possession , 
they m ight justifiab ly  subm it to him  as the ir  h ea d , till he  
should  b e rem oved  by sen ten ce  o f  a com petent court. Only- 
on e F e llo w , D o cto r  F a ir fax , refu sed  to y ie ld  even  to  this  
ex ten t. T h e  C om m issioners w ou ld  g lad ly  have com prom ised  
the d ispute on th ese  term s; and during a few  hours there was 
a truce w hich m any thou gh t likely- to  en d  in  an am icable  
arrangem ent: but soon  all w as again  in confusion . T h e  F e l
low s found  that the  popular vo ice  loud ly  accused  them  o f  
pusillanim ity. T h e  tow nsm en already ta lked  iron ically  o f  a 
M agdalene co n sc ien ce , and excla im ed  that the brave H ou gh  
and the h on est F airfax  had b een  b etrayed  and  abandoned. 
S till m ore annoying w ere th e  sneers o f  O badiali W alker and  
his brother ren eg a d es . T h is  th e n , said  those a p o sta tes, was 
the  end  o f  all the big w ords in w hich the soc iety  had  declared  
itse lf  reso lved  to  stand b y  its lawful P resid en t and b y  its P ro 
testant faith. W hile the  F e llo w s , b itterly  annoyed  by the  
p u b lic  censure, w ere regrettin g  th e  m odified  subm ission which  
they  had  con sented  to m a k e , they learned  that this subm ission  
w as by no m eans satisfactory to  th e  K in g . I t  was n o t enough, 
h e  sa id , that they offered  to  ob ey  th e  B ish op  o f  O xford  as 
P resid en t in fact. T h e y  m ust d istinctly  adm it th e  Com m is
sion and all that had b een  done under it to b e  leg a l. T h ey  
m ust ack n ow led ge that they  had acted  u n d utifu lly ; th ey  m ust 
d eclare them selves p en iten t; they- m ust prom ise to behave  
b etter  in  future, m ust im plore H is M ajesty’s p ard on , and lay  
them selves a t  h is fee t . T w o  F ellow s o f  whom  the K in g  had  
no com plaint to m ake , Charuock and S m ith , w ere excused  
from  the ob ligation  o f  m aking th ese  degrading a p o log ies.

E ven  Jam es never  com m itted  a grosser  error. T h e  F e l
lo w s, already angry with them selves for  having con ced ed  so  
m uch, and g a lled  by th e  censure o f  the w o r ld , eagerly  caught 
at the  opportunity w hich w as now offered them  o f  regain ing

CHAP.
VIII.
1637.
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th e  p ub lic  esteem . W ith one v o ice  th ey  declared  that they  
w ould never  ask pardon for b eing in th e  r ig h t, or adm it that 
the visitation o f  their co lleg e  and the deprivation o f  their P r e 
sident had been  lega l.

T h en  the K in g , as h e  had  th rea ten ed , laid on them  the  
w hole w eigh t o f  h is hand . T h e y  w ere b y  on e sw eep in g  ed ic t  
condem ned to exp u lsion . Y e t  this punishm ent was n ot  
deem ed  sufficient. I t  w as know n that m any nob lem en  and  
gen tlem en  w ho p o ssessed  church p atronage w ould  b e  d is
posed  to provide for m en w ho had suffered  ao m uch for the  
laws o f  E ngland  and for the P rotestant re lig ion . T h e  H igh  
Com m ission therefore pron ou n ced  the ejected  F ollow s in
capable o f  ever h o ld ing  any church p referm ent. Such  o f  
them  as w ere n ot v e t  in h o ly  orders w ere p ronounced  in
capable o f  rece iv in g  the clerical character. Jam es m ight 
enjoy th e  thou gh t that ho had red u ced  m any o f  them  from  a 
situation in  w hich they  w ere surrounded b y  com forts, and had  
b efore  them  the fairest professional p rosp ects , to  h op eless  
ind igen ce.

B u t a ll th ese  severities prod u ced  an effect d irectly  the  
opp osite  o f  that w hich  h e  had antic ipated . T h e  spirit o f  E n g
lish m en , that sturdy spirit w hich no K ing o f  th e  H o u se  o f  
Stuart could  ever  b e  taught by exp erien ce  to  understand, 
sw elled  up h igh  and strong against in justice . O xford , the  
qu iet sea t o f  learning and lo y a lty , w as in a state resem bling  
that o f  the  City o f  L on d on  on the m orning after th e  attem pt 
o f  Charles the F irst to se ize  the  fivo m em bers. T h e  V ice-  
chancellor had  been  asked  to dine with the C om m issioners on  
the day o f  th e  exp u lsion . H e  refu sed . “ M y ta s te ,”  h e  said, 
“ differs from  tha't o f  C olonel K irke. I  cannot eat m y m eals 
with ap p etite  under a ga llo w s.”  T h e  scholars refused  to  pull 
off their caps to the new  rulers o f  M agdalene C o llege . Sm ith  
was nicknam ed D octor  R o g u e r y , and was publicly in su lted  in 
a coffee-h ou se . W hen  Charnock sum m oned the D em ies to  
perform  their academ ical exerc ises before him, they  answ ered  
that th ey  w ere dep rived  o f  their lawful governors and w ould  
subm it to no usurped authority. T h ey  assem bled  apart both  
for study and  for  divine serv ice . A ttem pts w ere m ade to



JA M ES T H E  SECO N D . 127

corrupt them  by offers o f  the  lucrative fellow sh ips w hich had  
just b een  declared  va ca n t: but on e undergraduate a fter  —j6S7;'— 
another m anfully answ ered  that his con sc ien ce  w ould  n ot  
suffer him  to profit b y  injustice. O ne lad  w ho was in d uced  to  
take a  fellow ship  w as turned ou t o f  the  hall by the rest. Y ouths  
w ere in v ited  from  other co lle g e s , but w ith sm all su ccess.
T h e  r ich est foundation in the  k ingdom  seem ed  to  have lo st all 
attractions for  n eed y  students. M eanw hile , in  L ondon  and  
all over  the cou n try , m oney  w as co llected  for the support 
o f  the e jec ted  F e llo w s. T h e  P rincess o f  O range, to the great 
joy  o f  all P ro testan ts, subscribed  two hundred  pounds. Still, 
h ow ever, the  K ing h eld  on h is course. T h e  expu lsion  o f  the  
F ellow s w as soon  fo llow ed  by the expulsion  o f  a crowd o f  
D em ies. A ll th is tim e the new  P resid en t w as fast sinking  
under bod ily  and m ental d isease. H e  had m ade a last feeb le  
effort to serve the govern m en t by p u b lish in g , at the very tim e  
when th e  co lleg e  was in a state o f  op en  reb ellion  aga inst his 
auth ority , a d efen ce  o f  the D eclaration  o f  In d u lg en ce , or 
rather a d efen ce  o f  the  d octrine o f  transubstantiation. T h is  
piece  ca lled  forth  m any an sw ers, and particularly on e from  
B u rn et, written w ith extraordinary v igou r and acrimony'.
A few  w eeks after the expulsion  o f  the D e m ie s , P arker died  
in  the house o f  w hich he had v io len tly  taken p ossession . M en  
said  that his heart w as broken  by rem orse and sham e. H o  
lies in the beautiful nntecliapel o f  the c o lle g e :  but no m onu
m ent m arks his grave.

T h en  the K in g ’s w hole plan w as carried into full effect. “ *g6d1' 
T h e  co lleg e  was turned into a P opish  sem inary. B onaventure Colics» 
G iffard, th e  R om an C atholic B ishop  o f  M adura, w as a p - i“™,

, p o in ted  P resid en t. T h e  R om an C atholic service w as per- 
form ed in th e  chapel. In one day tw elve R om an C atholics w ere  
adm itted  F e llo w s. S om e serv ile  P rotestants applied  for fe llow 
sh ip s, but m et with refusals. Sm ith , an enthusiast in loyalty', 
but still a  sincere m em ber o f  the A nglican  C hurch, cou ld  n ot  
b ear to  see  the a ltered  asp ect o f  the h o u se . H e  absented  him 
se lf; h e  w as ordered  to  return into resid en ce: h e  d isob eyed :  
he was ex p e lled ; and  the  work o f  spoliation  was com plete.*

* P ro ceed in g s  aga in st M agdalene C o llege , in O xon. fo r  n o t electing
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T h e  nature o f  th e  academ ical system  o f  E nglan d  is such  
■ that no even t w hich seriou sly  affects the in terests and  honour  
o f  either U n iversity  can fail to  ex c ite  a strong  fee lin g  through
out the country. E very su ccessive  b lo w , th erefo re , w hich  
fe ll on  M agd alen e C ollege  , w as fe lt  to the  extrem ities o f  the  
kin gdom . In  th e  coffee-h ou ses o f  L o n d o n , in the Inns o f  
C ourt, in th e  c loses o f  all th e  C athedral tow n s, in parsonages 
and m anor hou ses scattered  over  the  rem otest sh ir e s , p ity  for  
the sufferers and ind ignation  against th e  govern m en t w ent on  
grow ing. T h e  p ro test o f  H ough  w as everyw here app lauded: 
the forcing  o f  h is d oor was everyw here m en tion ed  w ith  ab 
horren ce: and at len gth  the sen ten ce  o f  deprivation  fulm i
n ated  aga inst the F ellow s d isso lved  those  ties on ce  so c lose  
and  dear w hich  had b ound  th e  Church o f  E ngland  to  the  
H ouse o f  Stuart. B itter  resen tm en t and cruel apprehension  
took  the  p lace o f  lo v e  and  con fidence. T h er e  was no pre
b en d ary , no recto r , no v ica r , w h ose m ind was n o t haunted  
by th e  thou gh t th a t , h ow ever q u iet his tem p er , h ow ever  
obscure his s itu a tion , h e  m igh t, in a  few  m onth s, b e  driven  
from  h is dw ellin g  b y  an arbitrary ed ic t to b eg  in a ra gged  
cassock  with h is w ife and ch ild ren , w hile  h is fr e e h o ld , secured  
to him  b y  law s o f  im m em orial antiquity and b y  th e  royal w ord, 
w as occu p ied  b y  som e apostate. T h is  then w as the  rew ard  
o f  that hero ic  loya lty  n ever on ce  found  w anting through the  
vicissitu d es o f  fifty tem pestuous years. I t  w as for th is that 
the c lergy  had endured  spoliation  and p ersecu tion  in th e  cause  
o f  Charles th e  F irst. I t  w as for this that th ey  had  supported  
Charles the S eco n d  in  h is hard  con test w ith  th e  W h ig  opposi
tio n . I t  was for th is that they  had  stood  in the  front o f  the  
b attle  against those  w ho sou gh t to d esp oil Jam es o f  h is b irth
r igh t. T o  their  fidelity a lon e the ir  oppressor ow ed  the pow er  
w hich h e  was now  em p loyin g  to  th e ir  ruin. T h e y  had lon g

Anthony F arm er president of the said College, in the Collection of State 
T ria ls , Howell's ed ition; Luttrell's  D iary , June IS. 17., Oct. 24., Dec. 10. 
1687; Sm ith's N arra tive; L etter of Dr. ltichard flawlinson, dated Oct. 31. 
1687; lleresby’s M em oirs; B urnet, i. 699.; Cartwright’s D iary; Cillers, 
Opt.es. Oci.es. _ , .. , ,  ,
nUTT.’ Nov.,*,, Nov. » .1687.



JA M ES T H E  SECOHD. 129

b een  in  the h ab it o f  recounting in acrim onious language all 
that th ey  h ad  suffered at the hand o f  tho Puritan in th e  day ■ 
o f  his pow er. Y e t  for  the  Puritan there  was som e ex cu se , 
l i e  was an avow ed  enem y: h e had w rongs to av en g e; and  
even h e ,  w hile rem od elling  th e  ecclesiastica l constitution  
o f  the cou n try , and  ejectin g  all w ho w ould  n ot subscribe h is  
C ovenant, had  n o t b een  a ltogeth er  w ithout com passion . H e  
had at least granted  to  those  w hose b en efices h e  se ized  a 
pittance sufficient to support life . B u t the hatred fe lt  b y  the  
K ing tow ards that Church w hich had saved  him from  ex ile  
and p laced  him  on  a throne was n ot to b e  so easily  satiated. 
N oth in g  b u t th e  utter ruin o f  h is v ictim s w ould  content him . 
I t  was n ot enough that th ey  w ere ex p e lled  from  their hom es 
and stripped o f  their reven u es. T h e y  found every walk o f  
life  tow ards w hich m en o f  their habits cou ld  look  for a sub
sistence c losed  against them  w ith  m alignant care , and noth ing  
le ft to them  but the  precarious and d egrad ing resource  
o f  alm s.

T h e  A nglican  clergy  therefo re , and that portion  o f  the  
laity w hich w as strongly  attach ed  to  P rotestant ep iscopacy, 
now  regard ed  the K in g  with those  fee lin g s w hich injustice  
aggravated  b y  ingratitude naturally ex c ite s . Y e t  had  the  
Churchman still m any scruples o f  con sc ien ce and honour to 
surm ount before h e  cou ld  bring h im se lf  to  oppose tho g o 
vernm ent b y  force . H e  had b een  taught that passive  
ob ed ien ce  w as enjoined  w ithout restr iction  or excep tion  by 
th e  d iv ine law . H o had  professed  this opin ion  ostentatiously . 
H e had  treated  w ith  contem pt th e  su ggestion  that an extrem e  
case m ight p ossib ly  arise w hich w ould ju stify  a  p eop le  in  
draw ing the sw ord against regal tyranny. B o th  principle and 
sham e therefore restrained  him  from  im itating th e  exam ple  
o f  the reb elliou s R ou n d h ea d s, w hile any h op e o f  a p eacefu l 
and leg a l deliverance rem ained; and such a h op e m ight rea
sonably bo ch erished  as lo n g  as the  P rincess o f  O range stood  
n ex t in  su ccession  to the  crow n. I f  ho w ould bu t endure with  
patience th is trial o f  h is fa ith , the  law s o f  nature w ould soon  
do for him  w hat h e could  n o t, w ithout sin and d ish on ou r, do  
for h im self. T h e  w rongs o f  the  Church w ould b e  red ressed;

M acaulay, H is to ry . UL 9
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o u r ,  ]ier property and  d ign ity  w ou ld  b e fen ced  b y  new  guarantees ; 
• 16s6' -  and those  w icked  m inisters w ho had  injured  and insu lted  her  

in  the day o f  her adversity  w ould  b e  signally  punished , 
o n b f °! I h e  even t to w hich the Church o f  E ngland  lo o k ed  forward  
Jo-suiticm as to an honourab le and p eacefu l term ination o f  her troubles  
•Seeling* was one o f  w hich  even  th e  m ost reck less m em bers o f  the  
cession" J esu itica l cabal cou ld  n ot think w ithout painful apprehensions. 

I f  their m aster should  d ie , leav in g  them  no b etter  secu rity  
against the penal laws than a D eclaration  w hich the genera l 
vo ice  o f  the nation pronounced  to b e  a  nu llity , i f  a Parliam ent, 
anim ated  by th e  sam e spirit which had prevailed  in th e  P arlia 
m ent o f  Charles the  S e c o n d , shou ld  assem ble round the  
throne o f  a P rotestant so v e re ig n , w as it  not probable that a 
terrib le retribution w ould  b e  ex a c te d , that th e  o ld  laws 
against P o p ery  w ould  b e rig id ly  en fo rced , and that new  laws 
still m ore severe  w ould  b e  a d d ed  to the  sta tu te b ook? T h e  
ev il counsellors had lon g  b een  torm ented  b y  these  gloom y  
a p p reh en sion s, and som e o f  them  had contem plated  strange  
and desperate rem ed ies. Jam es had  scarcely  m ounted  tho 
throne w hen  it b egan  to be w hispered  about W hitehall that, 
i f  the  L a d y  A nne w ou ld  turn R om an C ath olic , it  m ight not be 
im p ossib le , w ith the help  o f  L e w is , to transfer to  her the  
birthright o f  h er e ld er  sister. A t the F ren ch  em bassy this 
schem e was warm ly approved; and B onrepaux gave it as his 
opin ion  that th e  assent o f  Jam es w ould b e  easily  obtained.*  
S o o n , h ow ev er , it  becam e m anifest that A nne w as unalterably  
attached  to th e  E stab lished  Church. A ll thought o f  m aking  
her Q ueen  w as therefore relin q u ish ed . N ev er th e less, a sm all 
k n ot o f  fanatics still continued  to cherish a w ild  h op e that they  
m ight be ab le to change the  order o f  su ccession . T h e  plan  
form ed by these  m en w as se t forth  in a m inute o f  w hich a rude  
F rench  translation has b een  p reserved . I t  was to be h op ed , 
th ey  sa id , that tho K in g  m ight b e  ab le to establish  th e  true 
faitb w ithout resortin g  to  extrem ities; but, in the w orst event,

* “ Quand on connoit le dedans de celle cour aussi Intimement que 
je  la connois, on peut croire que sa M ajesté B ritannique donnera vo
lontiers dans ces sortes de pro jets.” —■ Bonrepaux toSeigneiay, March j{. 
168B,
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h e m ight lea v e  h is crown at th e  disposal o f  L ew is. I t  was 
better for E nglishm en to  b e  the vassals o f  F rance than the  
slaves o f  th e  D evil.*  T h is  extraordinary docum ent was 
handed about from  J e su it  to J e su it , and from  courtier to  
courtier, till som e em inent R om an C atholics, in whom  bigotry  
had n ot extin gu ish ed  patr iotism , furnished  the D utch  A m bas
sador w ith a cop y . H e  put th e  paper in to  the hands o f  Jam es. 
J a m es, greatly  ag ita ted , pronounced  it a v ile  forgery con
trived by som e pam phleteer in H ollan d. T h e  D utch  m inister  
resolutely  answ ered that h e  cou ld  prove the contrary by the  
testim ony o f  several d istinguished  m em bers o f  H is M ajesty’s 
own Church, n a y , that there w ould  b e  no difficulty in poin ting  
out th e  w riter, w h o , after a ll, had w ritten only what m any  
priests and m any busy politicians said every  day in the gal
leries o f  the pa lace. T h e  K ing d id  n ot think it exp ed ien t to  
ask w ho the  w riter w a s , b u t, abandoning the charge o f  for
gery , p ro tested , w ith  great veh em en ce and so lem n ity , that 
no thou gh t o f  d isinheriting his e ld est daughter had ever  
crossed his m ind. “ N o b o d y ,” h e  sa id , “ ever dared to h int 
such a th in g  to m e. I  never  w ould  listen  to it. G od  d oes n ot  
com mand us to propagate the true relig ion  b y  in justice; and  
this w ould  b e  the  fo u le st , the m ost unnatural in justice .” ** 
N otw ithstanding all those p rofessions, B ar illo n , a few  days 
la ter , reported  to  his court that Jam es had begun to  listen  to 
su ggestions resp ectin g  a change in the order o f  su ccession, 
that th e  question  was doubtless a d elicate  o n e , but that thero  
was reason to h op e  th a t, w ith  tim e and m anagem ent, a way  
m ight b e  found to se ttle  the  crown on som e R om an Catholic 
to the exclusion  o f  the  tw o Princesses.*** D uring m any m onths

* “ Quo, quand pour é tab lir la religion Catholique et pour la con
firmer icy, il (Jam es) devroit se rendre en quelque façon dépendant 
do la F ran ce , et m ettre la décision de la succession à la couronne entre 
les mains de ce m onarque là ,  qu 'il scro it obligé de le fa ire , pareequ 'il 
vaudroit mieux pour ses sujets qu’ils devinssent vassaux du ltoy de 
France, étant Catholiques, que de dem eurer comme esclaves du D iable.” 
This paper is in the archives of both France and Holland.

*' Cillers, Aug. A . J |.  iGSfi; ltarillon, Aug. j j .
*•* B arillon , Sept. j j .  1686. “ La succession est une m atière fort 

délicate à tra iter. Je  sais pourtant qu’on en parle au Roy d’Angleterre.
9*

CH A P .
v in .
J6S7.



132 H IST O R Y  O F EN G LAN D .

C H A P .
V I I I .

1687.

S c h e m e  
o f  J a m e s  
a n d  T j r -  
c o n n e l  
fo r  p r e 
v e n t in g  
Ih e  P r i n 
c e s s  o f  
O ra n g e  
f ro m  
s u c c e e d 
in g  to  Ih e  
k in g d o m  
o f  I r e 
la n d .

this subject continued  to bo d iscussed  by the  fiercest and m ost 
extravagant P apists about th e  Court; and candidates for the 
regal office w ere actually nam ed.*

It  is n ot probable how ever that Jam es ever m eant to take  
a course so insane. H e  m ust have know n that E ngland  w ould  
never bear for a sin g le  day the  yok e  o f  an usurper who was 
also a P apist, and that any attem pt to se t aside the L ady M ary  
w ould  have b een  w ithstood  to the death, both  by all those  who  
had supported  th e  E xclusion  B ill, and b y  all th o se  w ho had  
op p osed  it. T h er e  is h ow ever no d oubt that the K in g  was an  
accom plice in  a  p lo t less absurd , but not less unjustifiable, 
against the  rights o f  his children. T yrcon n el h a d , w ith his 
m aster’s approbation , m ade arrangem ents for  separating Ire
land from  the em pire, and for p lacing her under th e  protection  
o f  Lew is, as soon as the crown should d evo lve  on a P rotestant 
sovereign . B onrepaux had b een  con su lted , had im parted  
the design  to h is court, and had b een  instructed  to assure  
T yrcon nel that F rance w ould len d  effectual aid to  the  accom 
p lishm ent o f  this great project.** T h e se  transactions, w hich, 
though perhaps n ot in all parts accurately know n at th e lla g u c , 
w ere strongly  su sp ected  th e re , m ust n o t b e  le ft out o f  the  
account i f  w e w ou ld  pass a ju s t  ju d gm en t on the course taken  
a few  m onths later by the P rincess o f  O range. T h o se  w ho  
pronounce her guilty  o f  a breach  o f  filial duty m ust adm it that 
h er fault was at least grea tly  extenuated  by her w rongs. I f ,  
to  serve the  cause o f  her re lig io n , sh e  broke through the  m ost

et qu ’on ne désespère pas avec le temps de trouver des moyens pour 
faire passer la couronne su r la tête d’un bérilier Catholique.”

* Bonrepaux, July H-
** Bonrepaux toSeignelay, -y  I will quote a few words from 

this m ost rem arkable  despatch: “ Je  sçay bien certainem ent que 
l ’intention du ltoy d’Angleterre est de faire perdre ce royaum e (Ireland) 
à son successeur, e t de le fortifier en sorte que tous ses sujets Catho
liques y puissent avoir un asile assuré. Son projet est de m ettre les 
choses en cet estai dans le  cours de cinq années.” In the S cc re tConsults 
o f the Romish Party  in Ireland, printed in 1600, there is a passage which 
shows that this negotiation had not been kept strictly secret. “ Though 
the King kept it private from most of his council, yet certain  it is that 
he bad promised the French King the disposal of that governm ent and 
kingdom when things had attained to that growth as to be fit to b ea r it-"
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sacred tics o f  consangu in ity , sh e  on ly  fo llo w ed  h er  father's Cy,jj' 
exam ple. S h e  d id  n ot assist to  d ep ose  him till he had con- 
spired to  d isinherit her.

S carcely  had B onrepaux been  inform ed that L ew is had re- The 
solved  to assist th e  enterprise o f  T yrcon n el w hen all thoughts pr“' Pn"nl. 
o f  that enterprise w ere ab an d oned . Jam es had caught the  
first g lim pse o f  a  h op e w hich d eligh ted  and elated  him . T h e  
Q ueen w as w ith ch ild .

B efo re  th e  en d  o f  O ctob er 1G87 the great new s began  to  General 
be w h isp ered . It w as ob served  that H er M ajesty had absent- [°(j”  
ed h erse lf  from  som e p ub lic  cerem on ies , on the p lea  o f  indis
position . I t  w as sa id  that m any r e lic s , supposed  to p ossess  
extraordinary v ir tu e , had  b een  hung about her. S oon  the  
story m ade its w ay from  the palace to the  co ffee-h ou ses o f  the  
cap ita l, and spread fast over th e  country. B y  a  very sm all 
m inority th e  rum our was w elcom ed  w ith jo y . T h e  great body  
o f  the nation listen ed  with m ingled  derision  and fear. T h ere  
was in d eed  noth ing  very extraordinary in  w hat had  happened .
T h e  K in g  h ad  but ju s t  com p leted  h is fifty-fourth year. T h e  
Q ueen w as in the sum m er o f  life . S h e  had already' borne  
four children w ho had d ied  you n g; and lon g  afterwards she  
was d elivered  o f  another ch ild  w hom  nobody' had any in terest 
in treating as su p p osititiou s, and w ho w as therefore never said  
to  b e  so . Ab, h o w ev er , five years had elapsed  since her last  
p regnancy, the p eo p le , under th e  in fluence o f  tha t delusion  
w hich lead s m en to b e liev e  w hat they  w ish , had  ceased  to  
entertain  any apprehension  that she w ould  g ive  an h eir to the  
throne. On the other hand, noth ing  seem ed  m ore natural and  
probable than that th e  J esu its  sh ou ld  have contrived  a  pious 
fraud. I t  w as certain  that th ey  m ust consider the accession  of 
the P rin cess o f  O range as one o f  the greatest calam ities which  
could b efa ll their Church. I t  was equally certain  that they  
w ould n o t b e  very  scrupulous about d oing w h atever m ight be  
necessary to save their Church from  a grea t calam ity. In  
books w rittenb y  em inentm em bers o f  th e  S o c ie ty , and licen sed  
by its  ru lers , it  w as d istinctly  la id  dow n that m eans even  
m ore sh ock in g  to all notion s o f  ju stice  and hum anity than the  
introduction o f  a  spurious h eir into a fam ily m ight law fully be
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em p loyed  for ends less  im portant than the  conversion  o f  a 
h eretical k in gdom . It  had g o t abroad that som e o f  the K in g ’s 
ad v isers, and even  th e  K in g  h im self, had m ed itated  schem es  
for defrauding the  L ad y M ary, e ith er  w h olly  or in p art, o f  
her rightfu l inheritance. A  susp icion, not in d eed  w ell foun d ed  
but by no m eans so  absurd as is com m only su p p osed , took  
possession  o f  the public m ind. T h e  fo lly  o f  som e R om an Ca
tholic* confirm ed the vulgar prejudice. T h ey  sp ok e o f  the  
auspicious even t as stra n g e , as m iracu lous, as an exertion  o f  
the sam e D iv in e  pow er w hich had m ade Sarah proud and  
happy in Isa a c , and had g iven  Sam uel to the prayers o f  
H annah. M ary’s m oth er, the D u ch ess o f  M od en a , had lately  
d ied . A  short tim e before  her d ea th , slio h ad , it  w as said, 
im plored  the V irgin  o f  L o r e tto , w ith ferven t vow s and  rich  
offer in gs, to bestow  a son on Jam es. T h e  K in g  h im se lf had, 
in  the p reced in g  A u g u st, turned asid e  from  his progress to  
visit th e  H o ly  W e ll, and had there  b esou gh t S a in t W in ifred  
to obtain for him that boon  w ithout w hich his great designs for  
the propagation  o f  the  true faith cou ld  be but im perfectly  
execu ted . T h e  im prudent zea lots w ho d w elt on th ese  ta les  
foreto ld  w ith con fidence that th e  unborn infant w ou ld  b e  a 
b oy , and offered  to back their opinion b y  laying tw enty  
guineas to  on e . H e a v e n , they  affirm ed, w ould  n ot have in
terfered  but for a great end . O ne fanatic an n ou nced  that the  
Q ueen  w ould g iv e  birth to tw in s , o f  whom  the eld er  w ould  
bo K ing o f  E n glan d , and the  you n ger P o p e  o f  R om e. M ary 
could  n o t con cea l th e  d e lig h t whith w hich sh e  heard  this pro
p h ecy; and her lad ies found that they  cou ld  not gratify her  
m ore than by ta lking o f  it. T h e  R om an C atholics w ou ld  have  
acted  m ore w ise ly  i f  they had spoken  o f  th e  pregnancy as o f  a 
natural event, and i f  they had  borne w ith  m oderation their un
exp ected  g o o d  fortune. T h eir  in so len t trium ph excited  the  
popular ind ignation . T h e ir  pred ictions stren gth en ed  th e  
popular su sp icions. From  the P rince  and P r in cess o f  D en 
mark down to porters and laundresses n ob od y  alluded  to the  
prom ised  birth w ithout a sn eer . T h e  w its o f  L on d on  d escribed  
the  new  m iracle in rhym es w h ich , it m ay w ell be supposed , 
were n o t the m ost d e lica te . T h e  rough country squires roared
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JA M ES T H E  SECOND. 135

with laughter i f  they  m et w ith any person  sim ple enough to 
believe that th e  Q ueen  w as really  likely  to b e  again  a m other. 
A  royal proclam ation appeared  com m anding th e  clergy  to  
read a form  o f  prayer and thanksgiving w hich had b een  pre
pared for this jo y fu l occasion  by Crewe and Sprat. T h e  clergy  
ob eyed : b u t it was ob served  that the congregations m ade no  
responses and show ed  no signs o f  reveren ce . S oon  in a ll the  
coffee-houses was h anded  about a brutal lam poon on the  
courtly prelates w hose pens tho K ing had em ployed . M other  
East had also  h er  full share o f  abuse. Into that hom ely  m o
nosyllab le our ancestors had d egrad ed  the  nam e o f  the great 
house o f  E ste  w hich  re ign ed  at M odena."

T h e  new  h op e w hich e la ted  tho K in g’s spirits was m ingled  
with m any fears. S om eth in g  m ore than th e  b irth  o f  a P rince  
o f  W ales w as n ecessary  to the su ccess o f  the  plans form ed by  
the J esu itica l party. I t  was n o t very lik ely  that Jam es w ould  
live till his son shou ld  b e  o f  a g e  to exerc ise  the rega l functions. 
T h e law had m ade no p rovision  for the case o f  a m inority. 
T h e  reign in g  sovereign  was not com p etent to m ake provision  
for such a  case by w ill. T h e  legislature on ly  could  supply the  
d efect. I f  Jam es should  d ie before the  d efect had b een  sup
p lied , leav in g  a su ccessor o f  ten der y e a r s , th e  suprem e pow er  
w ould u n doubted ly  d ev o lv e  on P rotestants. T h o se  T or ie s  
w ho h eld  m ost firmly the d octrine that noth in g  cou ld  justify  
them  in  resisting  their lie g e  lord w ould  have no scruple about 
drawing their sw ords aga inst a P op ish  wom an w ho should  
dare to usurp the guardianship o f  the realm  and o f  the  infant 
sovereign . T h e  resu lt o f  a con test could  scarcely  b e  m atter  
o f  doubt. T h e  P r in ce  o f  O ran ge, or his w ife , w ou ld  b e  R e 
gen t. T h e  y ou n g  K ing w ou ld  b e  p laced  in  the hands o f  h ere
tical in structors, w h ose  arts m ight sp eed ily  efface from his 
m ind the  im pressions w hich m ight have b een  m ade on  it in the  
nursery. H e m ight prove another E dw ard the S ix th ; and  
the b lessin g  granted  to the  in tercession  o f  the V irgin  M other

* C ilters, - - - - -t-' , '! ” • 1687; the Princess Anne to the Princess of’ N o v . ».* D ee . « . 7
O range, M arch 14. and 20. 16SJ; B arillon , Dec. ^ . 1637; Revolution 
P olitics; the song “ Two Toms and a N a t;"  Johnstone, April 4. 1G88;
Secret Consults of the Koinish Party In Ireland, IC90.
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and o f  St. W in ifred  m ight b e turned  into a curse. * T h is  was 
a  danger against w hich n oth in g  but an A ct o f  P arliam ent cou ld  
b e  a secu rity ; and to obtain such an A ct was n o t easy . E very 
thing seem ed  to  ind icate th a t, i f  the  H ou ses w ere con vok ed , 
they w ould  com e up to  W estm inster anim ated b y  the spirit o f  
1040. T h e  even t o f  the  cou n ty  election s could  hardly bo 
dou b ted . T h e  w hole b od y  o f  freeh o ld ers, h igh and low , 
clerica l and la y , was strongly  ex c ited  against the governm ent. 
In  the  great m ajority o f  th o se  tow ns w here the  righ t o f  v o tin g  
d ep en d ed  on  tho paym ent o f  loca l t a x e s , or  on the occupation  
o f  a ten em en t, no courtly candidate could  dare to show  his 
face . A  v ery  large  part o f  the  H o u se  o f  C om m ons w as re
turned b y  m em bers o f  m unicipal corporations. T h e se  cor
porations had recently  b een  rem od elled  for th e  purpose o f  
d estroy in g  the  in fluence o f  the  W higs and D issen ters. M ore  
than a hundred constituent b od ies had b een  d eprived  o f  their  
charters b y  tribunals d evoted  to  the crow n , or had  b een  in 
duced  to avert com pulsory d isfranchisem ent by voluntary sur
ren d er. E very M ayor, every A ld erm an , every  T ow n  Clerk, 
from  B erw ick  to  H e lsto n e , w as a T o r y  and a C hurchm an: but 
T o r ie s  and C hurchm en w ere now  no lon ger  d evoted  to  the  
sovereign . T h e  new  m unicipalities w ere m ore unm anageable  
than th e  o ld  m unicipalities had ever  b e e n , and w ould  un
d ou b ted ly  return representatives w h ose first act w ould b e  to  
im peach all the P op ish  P rivy  C ouncillors, and all the  m em 
bers o f  the H ig h  C om m ission.

In  the  L ords the prospect was scarcely  less  g loom y than in 
th e  C om m ons. A m ong the  tem poral peers it was certain that 
an im m ense m ajority w ou ld  be aga inst th e  K ing's m easures:  
and  on  that ep iscopal b e n c h , w hich  seven  years b efore  had  
unanim ously supported  him against those  w ho had attem pted  
to  deprive him  o f  his b irthright, he cou ld  now  lo o k  fo r su p -

• The king’s uneasiness on this sub ject Is strongly described by 
R onquillo, Dec. 11- 168S. “ Un Principe de Vales y un Duque de York 
y otro di Lochaostcrna (L ancaster, I suppose,) no bastan á reducir la 
gente; porque el Rey tiene 54 años, y vendrá á m o rir, dejando los hijos 
pequeños, y que entonces el reyno se apoderará dellos, y los nom brará 
tu to r , y los educará en la religion p ro testan te, contra la disposición que 
dejare el Rey, y la  autoridad do la  Reyna.”
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port on ly  to four or five sycophants d esp ised  b y  their pro- cv,jJIp- 
fession  and their country.* ~lesiT-

T o  all m en n ot utterly  b linded  by passion  these difficulties 
appeared insuperab le. T h e  m ost unscrupulous slaves o f  
pow er show ed  signs o f  uneasiness. D ryd en  m uttered  that the  
K ing w ould  on ly  m ake m atters w orse by trying to m end them , 
and s ig h ed  for the  g o ld en  days o f  the  careless and g o o d -  
natured Charles.** E ven  Jeffreys w avered . A s lo n g  as h e  
was p o o r , h e  w as perfectly  ready to face ob loq uy and p ub lic  
hatred for lucre. B u t he had n o w , b y  corruption and ex 
tortion , accum ulated  great riches; and h e was m ore anxious  
to  secure them  than to increase them . H is slackness drew on  
him a  sharp reprim and from the royal lip s. In  dread o f  being  
deprived  o f  the  G reat S e a l, h e  prom ised  w hatever was re
quired  o f  h im : b u tB a r illo n , in rep ortin g  this circum stance to  
L ew is, rem arked that the  K in g  o f  E ngland  cou ld  p lace little  
reliance on any m an w ho had any thing to  lo se . ***

N everth eless Jam es d eterm ined  to persevere . T h e  James dc-n t *  1» i  • m i  te r r o in e s
sanction o f  a rarliam en t w as n ecessary  to  his system , lh e t o  pack a
sanction o f  a free and law ful Parliam ent it w as evid en tly  im- 
possib le  to obtain: but it m ight n ot b e a ltogeth er  im possib le  
to bring to geth er  b y  corru p tion , by in tim idation , b y  v io len t  
exertions o f  p rerogative , by'fraudulent distortions o f  law , an  
assem bly w hich m ight call it s e lf  a  P arliam en t, and  m ight be  
w illing to reg ister  any ed ic t o f  the S overe ig n . R eturning  
officers m ust b e appointed  w ho w ould  avail them selves o f  the

* Three lists fram ed at this tim e are e ila n l;  one in the French a r
chives, the o ther two in the archives of the Portland family. In these 
lists every peer is entered under one of three h ead s , For the Repeal of 
the T est, Against the R epeal, and D oubtful. According to one list 
tho num bers w ere , 31 fo r, 86 again st, and 20 doubtfu l; according to an
o ther, 33 fo r, 81 again st, and 19 doub tfu l; according to the third , 35 for,
92 against, and 10 doubtful. Copies of the three lists a re  in the Mackin
tosh MSS.

"* There is in the British M useum a le tte r of Dryden to Elberege, 
dated Feb. 1683. 1 do not rem em ber to have seen it in print. “ Ob," 
says D ryden, “ that our m onarch would encourage noble idleness by bis 
own exam ple, as he of blessed mem ory did before him. For my mind 
misgives me that he will not much advance his affairs by stirring .”

B arillon , A g S  1681.
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sligh test p reten ce  to declare the  K in g ’s friends duly e lec ted . 
E very p lacem an , from th e  h igh est to the  lo w est, m ust be  
m ade to understand that, i f  ho w ished  to retain  h is o ffice , he  
m ust, at this con jun ctu re , support the throne by h is vo te  and  
in terest. T h e  H igh  C om m ission m eanw hile w ou ld  k eep  its 
eye on the c lergy . T h e  b orou g h s, w hich had ju s t  b een  re
m o d e lled  to serve on e tu r n , m ight b e rem od elled  again  to 
serve  another. B y  such m eans th e  K in g  h op ed  to obtain  a  
m ajority in th e  H o u se  o f  C om m ons. T h e  U pper H o u se  w ould  
then  b e  at h is m ercy. H e  had und oub ted ly  by law the  pow er  
o f  creating peers w ithout lim it: and this pow er h e  w as fully  
d eterm ined  to u se . H e  did not w ish , and in d eed  no sovereign  
can w ish , to  m ake th e  h igh est honour w hich is in the  g ift  o f  
the  crow n w orth less. H e  cherished  th e  hope th a t, b y  calling  
up som e heirs apparent to the assem bly  in  w hich  they  m ust 
ultim ately s it , and  by conferring E nglish  titles  on  som e S co tch  
and Irish L o rd s, he m ight b e  ab le to secure a m ajority w ithou t  
en n ob ling  new  m en in  such num bers as to bring rid icu le on  
the coron et and the erm ine B u t there was no extrem ity  to  
w hich h e  was n o t prepared  to go  in case o f  n ecessity . W hen  
in  a  larg e  com pany an opinion was exp ressed  that th e  peers 
w ould  prove in tractab le, “ O h , s i l ly ,”  cried  Sunderland, 
turning to C h u rch ill; “ your troop  o f  guards shall b e  ca lled  up 
to th e  H ou se  o f  L o r d s .”  *

H av in g  determ ined  to  pack  a P arliam en t, Jam es se t him 
s e lf  en ergetica lly  and m eth od ica lly  to  the  w ork. A  procla
m ation appeared  in the G azette , announcing  that th e  K ing  
had  d eterm ined  to revise the Com m issions o f  P e a c e  and o f  
L ieu ten an cy , and to retain  in  public em ploym ent on ly  such  
g en tlem en  as shou ld  b e  d isp osed  to support h is policy.** A  
com m ittee o f  seven  P rivy  C ouncillors sa te  at W h itehall, for 
th e  purpose o f  regu lating —  such w as the  phrase —  th e m uni
cipal corporations. In this com m ittee Jeffreys a lon e re
p resen ted  the  P rotestan t in terest. P ow is a lone rep resen ted  
th e  m oderate R om an C atholics. A ll th e  other m em bers b e 

* Told by Lord B radford , who was p resen t, to D artm outh ; note oh 
Burnet, i. 155.

*• L ondon  G a re lte , D ec. 12. 1GS1.
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lon ged  to the  J esu itica l faction . A m ong them  was P e tre , ciiap. 
who had ju st  b een  sw orn o f  tho C ouncil. T ill he took  h is seat 
at tho b oard , h is e levation  had b een  k ep t a profound secret  
from everyb od y but Sunderland. T h e  p ub lic  ind ignation  at 
this new  v io lation  o f  th e  law  was clam orously exp ressed ; and  
it was rem arked that th e  R om an Catholics w ere even  louder  
in censure than th e  P rotestan ts. T ho vain and am bitious 
J esu it was now  ch arged  with the  business o f  destroy in g  and 
reconstructing  h a lf th e  con stitu en t b od ies in the  k ingdom .
U n d er the com m ittee o f  P rivy C ouncillors a subcom m ittee  
consisting o f  bustling agents less em inent in  rank was en
trusted with th e  m anagem ent o f  details L ocal subcom m ittees The Board 
o f  regulators a ll over the country corresponded w ith th e  cen - °/1o4!u" 
tral board  at W estm inster.*

T h e  persons on w hom  Jam es ch ielly  re lied  for assistance  
in his new  and arduous en terprise w ere the L ords L ieutenants.
E very L ord  L ieu ten an t rece iv ed  w ritten  orders d irecting him  
to go  dow n im m ediately into h is cou n ty . T h ere  ho w as to 
sum m on before him all his deputies, and all the  Ju stices o f  the  
P eace, and to put to  them  a series o f  in terrogatories fram ed  
for the  purpose o f  ascertain ing how  they w ould  act a t a g e n e 
ral e lection . H e  was to take dow n the  answ ers in w riting, and  
to transm it them  to th e  govern m en t. H e  was to furnish a list 
o f  such R om an C ath olics, and such P rotestant D issen ters, as 
m ight b e  b est qualified  for the bench and for com m ands in tho 
m ilitia. H e  w as also to exam ine into th e  state o f  all the  
boroughs in his county, and to m ake such reports as m ight be  
n ecessary  to gu id e  tho operations o f  the  board o f  regulators.
I t  was intim ated to  him  that h e  m ust h im self perform  these  
duties, and  that h e  cou ld  n ot b e perm itted  to d elega te  them  to 
any other person.**

T h e  first effect p roduced  by th ese  orders w ould  have at M'”r 
once sob ered  a prince less infatuated than Jam es. H a lf  the ueme- 
L ords L ieutenants o f  E ngland  perem ptorily  refu sed  to stoop

* Bonrepatix to Selgnelaf, Nov. I f ;  C iders, Nov. )} .; Lords 
Journals, Dec. 20. IC89.

** Cillers, 16ST.
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v i n '  to  t*ie  od ious serv ice  w hich  w as req u ired  o f  them . T h ey  w ere  
“ issT-  im m ediately  d ism issed . A ll those  w ho incurred this glorious  

disgrace w ere peers o f  h igh  con sid eration ; and all had  
hitherto b een  regard ed  as firm supporters o f  m onarchy. Som e  
nam es in the list deserve esp ecia l n otice .

Th» T h e  n o b lest subject in  E n glan d , and in d e e d , as E n glisli-
ford.I_ m en lo v ed  to say, the n o b lest subject in E u rop e, w as A ubrey  

de V ere , tw entieth  and last o f  th e  o ld  E arls o f  O xford . H e  
d erived  his title  through an uninterrupted  m ale d escen t from a 
tim e w hen  the fam ilies o f  H ow ard  and S eym our w ere still 
ob scu re , w hen the  N ev illes  and P ercies en joyed  on ly  a pro
v incia l ce leb rity , and w hen even  the  great nam e o f  P lan- 
tagen et had  n o t  y e t  b een  heard  in E n glan d . O ne c h ie f  o f  the  
h ou se  o f  D e  V ere  had h e ld  h igh  com m and at H astings: 
another had m arch ed , w ith G od frey  and T a n cr ed , over  
heaps o f  slaughtered  M oslem , to  the sepu lchre o f  Christ. 
T h e  first Earl o f  O xford  had b een  m inister o f  H enry  B eau- 
clerc . T h e  third Earl had b een  consp icuous am ong the  
L o rd s w ho ex torted  the G reat Charter from  J o h n . T h e  
seven th  Earl had fought bravely  at C ressy and P o ic tiers. T h e  
th irteenth  Earl h a d , through m any v ic issitu d es o f  fortune, 
b een  the c h ie f  o f  the  party o f  th e  R e d  R o se , and had led  the  
van on the decisive  day o f  B osw orth . T h e  seven teen th  Earl 
had  Bhone at the  court o f  E lizabeth , and had w on  for h im self 
an honourab le p lace  am ong the early m asters o f  E nglish  
p oetry . T h e  n in eteen th  E arl had fallen  in  arms for th e  P ro 
testan t re lig io n  and for th e  liberties o f  E urope under th e  walls 
ofM aestr ieh t. H is son  A u b rey , in whom  c lo sed  the lo n g est  
and m ost illustrious lin e  o f  n ob les that E ngland  has seen , a 
m an o f  lo o se  m orals, but o f  inoffensive tem per and o f  courtly  
m anners, w as L ord  L ieutenant o f  E s se x , and C olonel o f  tho  
B lu es . H is nature was n ot fa c tio u s; and  his in terest inclined  
him  to  avo id  a  rupture w ith  the  Court; for his estate was 
encum bered , and h is m ilitary com m and lucrative. H e  was 
sum m oned to the royal c lo se t;  and an exp lic it declaration o f  
his in tentions was dem anded from  him . “ S ir,”  answ ered  
O xford , “ I  w ill stand  by your M ajesty against all enem ies to 
th e  last drop o f  m y b lo o d . B u t th is is m atter o f  con sc ien ce ,
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and I cannot com p ly .”  H e w as instantly deprived  o f  his chap. 
lieu tenancy  and o f  his regim ent.*  - ^ '7~

Inferior in antiquity  and  sp lendour to  the  h ou se  o f  D e  The eji-i 
V ere, but to th e  house o f  D c  V ere  a lo n e , w as the h ou se  o f  
T alb ot. E v er  sin ce  the  reign  o f  E dw ard the T h ird , the Tal-burr, 
b ots had  sate am ong the peers o f  tho realm . T h e  earldom  o f  
Shrew sbury had b een  b esto w ed , in the fifteenth cen tu ry , on  
Joh n  T a lb o t, the antagonist o f  th e  M aid  o f  O rleans. H e  had  
b een  lo n g  rem em bered  b y  h is countrym en w ith tenderness  
and reveren ce as on e o f  the  m o st illustrious o f  those  warriors 
who had  striven  to erec t a great E nglish  em pire on  tho Conti
nent o f  E u rop e. T h e  stubborn  courage w hich ho had shown  
in th e  m idst o f  d isasters had m ade him  an o b ject o f  in terest 
greater than m ore fortunate captains had  in sp ired , and his 
death had  furnished a singularly touchin g  scen e  to our early  
stage. H is posterity  had , during two cen tu ries, flourished in 
great honour. T h e  head  o f  th e  fam ily at tho tim e o f  the  
R estoration  was F ra n cis , the  e leven th  E a r l, a  R om an Ca
tho lic . H is death had b een  atten d ed  by circum stances such  
as, even  in those  licentious tim es w hich im m ediately fo llow ed  
th e  dow nfall o f  the Puritan tyranny, had  m oved  m en to horror 
and p ity . T h e  D u k e o f  B uckingham  in tho course o f  his 
vagrant am ours w as for a  m om ent attracted  by the  C ountess o f  
Shrew sbury. S h e was easily  w on . H er lord ch a llen ged  the  
gallan t, and fe ll. Som e said  that the abandoned woman  
w itnessed  the com bat in m an’s a ttire , and others that she  
clasped  her victorious lover  to  her b osom  w hile h is shirt was 
still dripping w ith the b lood  o f  her husband. T h e  honours o f  
the m urdered m an d escen d ed  to  his infant son  C harles. A s 
the orphan grew  up to m an’s estate, it was gen era lly  acknow 
led g ed  that o f  th e  y ou n g  nob ility  o f  E ngland none had been  
so rich ly g ifted  by nature. H is person was p lea sin g , his 
tem per singularly sw eet, his parts such a s , i f  h e  had been

* Halstead’s Succinct Genealogy of the Family o fV e re , 16B5; Col
lins’s H istorical Collections. See in the Lords’ Jo u rn a ls , and in Jones’s 
ltep o rts , the proceedings respecting the earldom of O xford, in March 
and April 162J. The exordium of the speech of Lord Chief Justice 
Crew is am ong the finest specim ens of the ancient English eloquence.
Cillers, Feb. A- 1M8.
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b o m  in a hum blo ran k , m ight w ell have raised him  to  the  
h eigh t o f  civil grea tn ess . A ll these  advantages h e  had so im 
proved  that, before h e  w as o f  ago, he was a llow ed  to b e  on e o f  
the  finest gen tlem en  and finest scholars o f  h is tim e. H is 
learning is proved  b y  n otes w hich are still extant in  his hand
w riting on b ooks in alm ost every departm ent o f  literature. l i e  
spoke F rench  lik e  a gentlem an  o f  L ew is’s bedcham ber, and  
Italian lik e a  citizen  o fF lo ren ce . I t  w as im possib le that a  youth  
o f  such parts should  n ot b e  anxious to understand th e  grounds  
on w hich h is family had refu sed  to  conform  to the  relig ion  o f  
the  Btato. H e stu d ied  th e  disputed points c lo se ly , subm itted  
his doubts to priests o f  his own faith , la id  their answ ers beforo  
T illo tso n , w eigh ed  the argum ents on  both sid es lo n g  and  
a tten tively , a n d , after an investigation  w hich occu p ied  two  
y ea rs , declared  h im self a P rotestant. T h e  Church o f  E n g
land w elcom ed th e  illustrious convert w ith d e lig h t. H is p o 
pularity w as great, and becam e greater w hen it  w as know n  
that royal so lic ita tions and prom ises had  b een  vain ly  em 
p lo y ed  to  sed u ce him  back  to  th e  superstition w hich he had  
abjured. T h e  character o f  the y ou n g  Earl d id  not how ever  
d ev e lo p e  itse lf  in  a m anner quite satisfactory to th o se  w ho  
had borne the  c h ie f  part in his conversion . H is m orals b y  no  
m eans escaped the  contagion  o f  fash ionab le libertin ism . In  
truth th e  shock which had overturned  his early prejudices had  
at the  sam e tim e unfixed  all his o p in io n s , and  le ft  him  to the  
unch eck ed  guidance o f  his fee lin gs. B ut, though  h is princip les 
w ere u n stea d y , his im pulses w ere so g en ero u s , h is tem per 
so bland, his m anners so gracious and easy, that it w as im pos
sib le  n o t to lo v e  him . H e  w as early called  the K in g  o f  H earts, 
and never, through a  lon g , eventfu l, and chequered  life , lo st  
his right to that name.*

Shrew sbury was L ord  L ieutenant o f  Staffordshire and  
C olonel o f  one o f  th e  reg im en ts o f  horse w hich had b een

• C ore's Shrewsbury Correspondence; Mackay’s M em oirs; Life of 
Charles Duke of Shrew sbury, 1718; B urnet, i. 762.; B irch's Life of 
T illotson, where the reader will Ond a le tter from Tillotson to Shrews
bury , which seems to me a model of serious, friendly, and gentlem anlike 
Teproof.
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raised in co n seq u en ce o f  the  W estern  insurrection . H e  now C“,A1P- 
refused  to act under the  board o f  regu lators, and  w as d e - ~ w  
prived o f  both  his com m issions.

N o n e  o f  the E nglish  nob les en joyed  a larger m easure ts« e«u 
o f  p ub lic  favour than Charles Sack ville  Earl o f  D o rset. j j e °rDor“ t. 
was in d eed  a rem arkable m an. In  his youth  h e  had been  
one o f  the m ost notorious libertines o f  the  wild tim e which  
fo llow ed  the R estora tion . H e  had  b een  the terror o f  the City 
w atch , had passed  m any n ights in  th e  round house, and had  
at least on ce  occu p ied  a  ce ll in  N ew gate . H is passion  for  
B etty  M orrice, and for N ell G w ynn , who called  him  her 
Charles the F irst, had  g iv en  no sm all am usem ent and scandal 
to the tow n .*  Y e t , in the  m idst o f  fo llies and v ic e s , his 
courageous sp irit, his fine u n d erstan d ing , and his natural 
good n ess o f  h eart, had b een  consp icuous. M en  said  that 
the ex cesse s in w hich h e  in d u lged  w ere com m on betw een  him 
and the w hole race o f  gay y ou n g  C avaliers, but that h is sym 
pathy w ith human suffering and the gen erosity  with which  
he m ade reparation to those  w hom  his freaks had injured were  
all his ow n. H is associates w ere aston ish ed  by the distinction  
w hich the  pub lic m ade betw een  him  and them . “ H e m ay do 
what h e  ch o o ses,”  said  W ilm ot; “ h e is never  in the w ron g .”
T h e  ju d g m en t o f  th e  w orld  becam e still m ore favourable to 
D orset w hen he had b een  sob ered  by tim e and m arriage. H is 
graceful m anners, his brilliant con versa tion , his so ft heart, 
his open  hand, w ere un iversally  praised . N o day passed , it 
was said, in which som e d istressed  fam ily had not reason  to  
bless h is nam e. A n d  y et, w ith all his good-nature, such  was 
th e  k een n ess o f  h is w it that scoffers w h ose  sarcasm  all the  
town feared  stood  in  craven fear o f  the sarcasm  o f  D orset.
A ll po litica l parties esteem ed  and caressed him : but p o litics  
w ere n ot m uch to his taste . H ad h e  b een  driven by necessity  
to exert h im self, h e  w ould probably  have risen  to the  h ighest

* The King was only Nell's Charles II I . W hether Dorset o r Major 
Hart had the honour of being her Charles 1. is a point open to dispute.
But the evidence in favour of Dorset’s claim  seems to me to prepon
derate. See the suppressed passage of B urnet, i. 203.; and I’epys’s 
Diary, Oct. 16. 166T.
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posts in the  sta te; but h e  w as born  to rank so  h igh  and w ealth  
so am ple that m any o f  th e  m otives w hich im pel m en to  engage  
in p ub lic  affairs w ere w anting to  h im . H e  took  ju st  so m uch  
part in parliam entary and dip lom atic business as sufficed to 
show  that h e  w an ted  noth in g  but inclination  to rival D anby  
and S u n derland , and turned away to pursuits w hich p leased  
him  better . L ik e  m any other m en w ho, w ith  g rea t natural 
ab ilities , are constitutionally  and habitually  in d o len t, ho  
becam e an in te llec tu a l vo luptuary, and a m aster o f  all those  
p leasin g  branches o f  k n ow led ge w hich can b e  acq u ired  w ith
out se vere  application . H e  w as a llow ed  to b e  th e  b est ju d g e  
o f  p a in tin g , o f  scu lp tu re, o f  arch itecture, o f  a ctin g , that 
th e  Court could  show . On questions o f  po lite  learn ing his 
decision s w ere regarded  nt all the co ffee-h ou ses as w ithout  
appeal. M ore than ono clever play w hich had  fa iled  on  the  
first representation  was supported  b y  h is s in g le  authority  
against th e  w h o le  clam our o f  th e  pit, and  cam e forth  su ccess
ful from  the secon d  trial. T h e  d elicacy  o f  his taste  in  F rench  
com position  was ex to lled  by S a in tE vrem ond  and L a F o n ta in e . 
S u ch  a  patron o f  le tters E ngland had never  seen . H is bounty  
was b estow ed  with equal ju d gm en t and  lib era lity , and  was 
confined to no se c t  or faction . M en o f  g en iu s , estranged  
from  each  other by literary jea lo u sy  or by d ifference o f  p o li
tical opinion, jo in e d  in  acknow ledging  his im partial k indness. 
D ryden  ow ned that he had b een  saved  from  ruin by D o rse t’s 
prin cely  g en erosity . Y et M ontague and  P r io r , w ho had  
k een ly  satirised  D ry d en , w ere in troduced  b y  D o rse t  into  
p ublic life ;  and the  b est  com edy o f  D ry d en ’B m ortal enem y, 
Shadw ell, w as w ritten  at D o rset’s country seat. T h e  m uni
ficent E arl m ight, i f  such had b een  h is w ish , h ave b een  the  
rival o f  th o se  o f  w hom  ho w as content to  b e  the  benefactor . 
F or th e  verses w hich  h e  occasionally  co m p osed , unstudied  
as they are, exh ib it the traces o f  a genius w hich, assiduously  
cu ltiva ted , w ould  have prod u ced  som eth ing  great. In  th e  
sm all vo lum e o f  his w orks m ay b e  found  songs w hich have  
th e  easy  v igou r o f  S uck ling, and litt le  satires which sparkle  
w ith w it as sp len d id  as that o f  B u tler . *

• P cp y s ’s  D ia ry ; P r io r 's  d ed ica tion  of bis poem s to th e  D uke of
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D o rset was L ord  L ieu ten an t o f  S u ssex : and to S u ssex  the  
board o f  regulators lo o k ed  with great a n x ie ty : for in  no other  
county, Cornwall and W iltsh ire excep ted , w ere there so m any  
small borou gh s. H e  was ord ered  to repair to  his p ost. N o  
person w ho knew  him  exp ected  that he  w ou ld  ob ey . H e gave  
such an answ er as becam e him , and w as in form ed that his 
services w ere n o  lon ger  n eed ed . T h e  in terest w hich h is  
m any n ob le  and am iable qualities insp ired  w as h eigh tened  
w hen it  w as know n that h e  had rece ived  by the  p o st an ano
nymous b ille t te llin g  him that, i f  h e  d id  n o t prom ptly com ply  
with th e  K in g ’s w ish es , all his w it and popularity should  n ot  
save him from  assassination . A  sim ilar w arning was sen t to 
Shrew sbury. T h reaten in g  letters w ere then m uch m ore rare 
than th ey  afterw ards b ecam e. I t  is  therefore n ot strange  
that the  p e o p le , ex c ited  as they  w e r e , should  have been  
disposed  to b e liev e  that the  b est  and n ob lest E nglishm en  
were rea lly  m arked out for P op ish  d aggers.*  J u st  w hen  
these letters w ere th e  ta lk  o f  all L o n d o n , th e  m utilated  
oorpse o f  a  n o ted  P uritan  w as found in the streets . I t  was 
soon d iscovered  that the  m urderer had acted  from no reli
g ious or po litica l m otive . B u t th e  first susp icions o f  the  
populace fe ll on  the  P apists. T h e  m angled  rem ains w ere  
carried in  p rocession  to  the  h ou se  o f  the  Jesu its in th e  S avoy; 
and during a few  hours the fear and rage o f  the popu lace  
were scarcely  le ss  v io len t than on  th e  day w hen G odfrey was 
borne to h is grave.**

D orset; Johnson’s Life of D orset; Dryden’s Essay on Sa tire , and De
dication of the Essay on D ram atic Poesy. The affection of D orset for 
his wife and his s tric t fidelity to her are mentioned with great contem pt 
by that profligate coxcom b Sir George E lhercgc in his letters from 
Ratisbon, Dec. f f . 1681, and Jan . if .  1688; Shadwell’s Dedication of the 
Squire of A lsatia ; B urne t, i. 264.; Mackay's Characters. Some parts of 
Dorset’s character a re  well touched in his epitaph, written by Pope: 

“ Yet soft bis nature , though severe his la y ; ”
and again:

“ B lest c o u r t ie r ,  who could  k in g  and co u n try  p le a s e ,
Y et s a c re d  keep  his friendsh ip s  and  his e a se .”

• B a r i llo n , J a n . 1CSS; C itters ,
••  Adda, Feb. A . 4J. 1688.

M acaulay, H is to ry . III. 10

CHAP.
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Yin*' T h o  other d ism issions m ust b e  m ore con cisely  rela ted .
1687] T h o  D u k e o f  S om erset, w h ose regim ent had b een  taken  from  

him  som e m onths b efore , w as now  turned  out o f  th e  L ord  
L ieu ten an cy  o f  the E ast R id in g  o f  Y orkshire. T h o  N orth  
R id in g  w as taken  from  V iscou n t F a u co n b erg , Shropshire  
from  V iscou n t N ew ark , and L ancash ire from  the E arl o f  
D erb y , grandson  o f  that gallan t Cavalier w ho had faced  
death  so  bravely , b oth  on the field o f  battle and on  the  
scaffo ld , for th e  H ou se  o f  Stuart. T h e  E arl o f  P em b rok e, 
w ho had  recen tly  served  the  crown with fidelity  and spirit 
against M onm outh , was disp laced  in W iltsh ire , th e  Earl o f  
R utland  in  L e ice istersh ire , the Earl o f  B ridgew ater in B u ck 
ingham shire, th e  E arl o f  T h an et in  C um berland, the  Earl 
o f  N ortham pton in  W arw ickshire, the E arl o f  A bingdon  in 
O xford sh ire, and the Earl o f  Scarsdale in  D erb ysh ire. Scars- 
dalo was a lso  dep rived  o f  a  regim ent o f  cavalry, and o f  an 
office in  the h ou seh o ld  o f  the P rincess o f  D enm ark. S h e  
m ade a stru ggle  to retain  h is se rv ices , and y ie ld ed  on ly  to  a 
perem ptory com m and o f  h er  father. T h e  Earl o f  G ains
borough  w as ejected , n ot on ly  from the L ieu ten an cy  o f  H am p
sh ire , but a lso  from  the governm ent o f  Portsm outh  and the  
rangership  o f  the N ew  F orest, two p laces for w hich h e  had, 
on ly  a  few  m onths b efore, g iven  five thousand p ounds. *

T h e  K ing cou ld  n o t find L ords o f  great n o te , or indeed  
P rotestan t L ords o f  any sort, w ho w ould  accep t the  vacant 
offices. I t  was n ecessary  to assign  tw o shires to J e ffr ey s, a 
new  m an w h ose  landed  property was sm all, and two to P reston  
w ho w as n o t even  an E n glish  p eer . T h e  other counties w hich  
had b een  le ft  w ithout governors w ere en tru sted , w ith scarcely  
an ex cep tio n , to  know n R om an C ath olics, or to  courtiers 
w ho had secretly  prom ised  the K in g  to d eclare them selves  
R om an C atholics as soon  as they  cou ld  do so w ith pru d en ce. 

Q u e s t io n s  A t len gth  the  new  m achinery was put in action ; and soon  
K 1. 1' '  from  every  co m er  o f  the realm  arrived the new s o f  com plete
traic«, and h op eless failure. T h e  catechism  by w hich  th e  Lords

L ieutenants h ad  b een  d irected  to test the  sentim ents o f  the

• B a rillo n , D ec. A - A - H - 1687 i C ille rs , D ec. A -
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country gen tlem en  con sisted  o f  three question s. E very chap. 
m agistrate and  D ep u ty  L ieutenant was to  b e a sk ed , first, - 18a!y  
w hether, i f  h e  shou ld  b e  chosen  to  servo in P arliam en t, ho 
would vo te  for  a b ill fram ed on the princip les o f  tne D eclara 
tion o f  In d u lgen ce; se co n d ly , w h eth er , as an e le c to r , ho 
would support candidates w ho w ou ld  en gage to vote for such  
a b ill; a n d , th ird ly , w h eth er , in his private cap acity , h e  
would aid  the K in g ’s b en ev o len t design s by liv in g  in  friend
ship w ith p eop le  o f  all relig ious persuasions.*

A s soon  as the questions g o t abroad, a  form  o f  answer, J°jwltbr' lr 
drawn up w ith adm irable sk ill, w as circulated all over the  
k in gdom , and was gen era lly  adop ted . I t  w as to  the fo llow ing  
effect: “ A s a m em ber o f  the  H o u se  o f  C om m ons, should  I 
have the  honour o f  a  seat th e re , I  shall think it m y duty care
fully to w eigh  such reasons as m ay be ad d u ced  in deb ate for  
and against a  B ill o f  In d u lg en ce , and then to vo te  accord ing  
to my conscientious conviction . A s an e lec to r , I  shall g iv e  
my support to  candidates w h ose  notions o f  the duty o f  a re
presentative agree w ith m y ow n. A s a private m an, it is  m y  
wish to live in  p ea ce  and charity w ith  every b o d y .”  T h is Failure 
answ er, far m oro p rovok ing than a d irect refu sa l, b ecau se King’, 
slightly tinged  w ith a sober and decorous irony w hich cou ld  F1>”3• 
not w ell bo r e se n te d , was all that the em issaries o f  the Court 
could extract from m ost o f  the country g en tlem en . A rgu
m ents, p rom ises, threats , w ere tried  in  vain . T h e  D uke  
o f  N o rfo lk , though  a P ro testa n t, and though  dissatisfied  with 
the p roceed in gs o f  the govern m en t, had consented  to becom o  
its agen t in two cou n ties. H e  w en t first to S u rrey , w here h e  
soon found that noth ing  cou ld  b e  done.** H o then repaired  
to N orfo lk , and returned  to inform  the K in g  that, o f  seven ty  
gentlem en o f  n o te  w ho bore office in  that great province, on ly  
six  had h e ld  out h op es that they  should  support the policy  
o f  the Court.*** T h e  D u k e o f  B eau fort, w h ose authority

* C itte rs , 1687; L o n sd a le ’* M emoirs-

"  C itte rs , l68T- Ib id . 1681.1 Doe. 2 . J a n .6 . *
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c i m p .  ex ten d ed  over four E n g lish  sh ires and over the w h o le  princi- 
i637 '- p a l i t y  o f  W a le s , cam e up to W h itehall with an account not 

less d iscouraging.* R o ch ester  was L ord  L ieutenant o f  H ert
fordshire. A ll his little  stock  o f  virtue had  b een  exp en d ed  in 
his struggle against the  strong tem ptation  to se ll h is relig ion  
for lu cre . H e  w as still bound  to  the  Court b y  a p en sion  o f  four  
thousand pou n ds a year; and  in return for this p en sion  h e  was 
w illin g  to  perform  any se rv ice , h ow ever illega l or degrading, 
provid ed  on ly  that h e  w ere n o t required  to g o  through the  
form s o f  a  recon cilia tion  w ith  R om e. H e  had  read ily  under
taken  to  m anage h is county; and h e  ex erted  h im self, as 
u su al, w ith in d iscreet h eat and v io len ce . B u t h is anger was 
throw n aw ay on  the  sturdy squires to  whom  h e  ad d ressed  
h im self. T h e y  to ld  him w ith on e v o ice  that th ey  w ou ld  send  
up no man to  P arliam ent w ho w ould  v o te  for  tak ing  away tho  
safeguards o f  the P rotestant religion .** T h e  sam e answ er w as 
g iv en  to the C hancellor in Buckingham shire.*** T h e  gentry  
o f  S h rop sh ire , assem bled  at L u d low , unanim ously refused  
to  fetter  them selves b y  th e  p led g e  w hich the K in g  dem anded  
o f  them , f T h e  Earl o f  Y arm outh rep orted  from  W iltshire  
that, o f  sLxty m agistrates and D ep u ty  L ieutenants w ith  whom  
h e  had  con ferred , on ly  seven  had  g iv en  favourable answers, 
and  that even  th o se  seven  could  n ot b e  tru sted .ff  T h e  ren e
g ad e P eterborough  m ade no progress in N orth am p ton sh ire .fft  
H is brother ren egad e D o v er  was equally unsuccessfu l in 
C am bridgeshire. § P reston  brought cold  new s from  Cum ber
land  and W estm oreland . D orsetsh ire  and H untingdonshire  
w ere anim ated b y  the sam e spirit. T h e  Earl o f  B a th , after a

** R ochester’s offensive warmth on this occasion is twice noticed by 
Johnstone, Nov. 25. and Dec. 8. 1687. His failuro is mentioned by 
C illers, Dec. f t .

* '• Citters, Dec. f t .  16ST. + Ib id . Dec. J 3 -1681.

{ Ibid. Nov. } |. 1GS7.
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loner canvass, returned  from  the W est w ith g loom y tid in gs. 
H e nad b een  authorised  to m ake the m ost tem pting  offers to  
the inhabitants o f  that reg ion . In  particular h e  had prom ised  
that, i f  proper resp ect w ere show n to  the royal w ish es , the  
trade in tin shou ld  b e freed  from  th e oppressive restrictions  
under w hich  it  lay . B u t this lu re , w hich at another tim e  
would h ave proved  irresistib le , w as now  slig h ted . A ll th e  
Justices and D ep u ty  L ieutenants o f  D evon sh ire  and Cornwall, 
without a sing le  d issen ting v o ic e , d eclared  that they  w ould  
put life  and property in jeo p a rd y  for  the K in g , but that the  
P rotestant re lig ion  was dearer to  them  than either life  or  
property. “ A n d , S ir ,”  sa id  B a th , “ i f  you r M ajesty Bhould 
dism iss a ll th ese  g e n tle m e n , their  successors w ou ld  g ive  
exactly the sam e answ er.”  * I f  there w as any d istrict in which  
the governm ent m ight have h op ed  for  su cc ess , that d istrict 
was L ancashire. C onsiderable doubts had  b een  fe lt  as to the  
result o f  w hat was p assin g  there . In  no part o f  the  realm  had  
so many op u len t and h onourab le fam ilies adhered  to  the  o ld  
religion. T h e  heads o f  m any o f  those  fam ilies had already, 
by virtue o f  the  d isp en sin g  pow er, b een  m ade J u stices o f  the  
P eace and entrusted  w ith  com m ands in  th e  m ilitia. Y et from  
Lancashire th e  new  L ord  L ieu ten an t, h im self a  R om an Ca
tho lic , rep orted  that two thirds o f  h is deputies and o f  the  
m agistrates w ere opp osed  to  the Court.** B u t the proceed ings  
in H am pshire w ou n d ed  th e  K in g ’s pride still m ore d eep ly . 
A rabella Churchill h a d , m ore than tw en ty  years b e fo r e , borne  
him a so n , w id ely  ren o w n ed , a t a later p er io d , as one o f  the  
m ost skilful captains o f  E u rop e. T h e  y o u th , nam ed Jam es  
F itzjam es, had  as y e t  g iven  no prom ise o f  the  em inence w hich  
he afterw ards atta in ed : but h is m anners w ere so g en tle  and  
inoffensive that ho h ad  no enem y ex cep t M ary o f  M odena, 
who had lo n g  h ated  th e  child o f  th e  concub ine w ith th e  bitter  
hatred o f  a ch ild less w ife. A  sm all part o f  the  J esu itica l 
faction h a d , b efore  the pregnancy o f  the Q ueen  was an-

* C illers, April R .  1688.
** T he an iie ty  abou t Lancashire is m entioned b r  C illers, in a des-

Latch d a ted  Noy. R .  168T; th e  re s u l t  in  a d e sp a tcn  d ated  Tour days 
iter.

C H A P .
V I I I .

16SS.
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n o u n ced , seriou sly  thou gh t o f  se ttin g  him  up as a com potitor  
o f  the P rincess o f  O ran ge.*  W hen  it  is rem em bered  how  
signally  M on m outh , thou gh  b e liev ed  b y  the  populace to  bo 
leg itim a te , and  though  tho cham pion o f  the national religion , 
had  fa iled  in a sim ilar com p etition , it m ust seem  extraordi
nary that any m an shou ld  have b een  so  m uch b lin ded  b y  fana- j
tic ism  as to th ink  o f  p lacing on  tho throne one w ho was 
u niversally  know n to b e  a P op ish  bastard. I t  does n ot appear  
tha t this absurd d esign  w as ever  countenanced  b y  tho K ing. 
T h o  b o y , h o w ev er , w as ack n ow led ged ; and w h atever d is
tinctions a su b ject, n ot o f  tho royal b lo o d , cou ld  h op e to  
attain  w ere b esto w ed  on him . H e  had b een  created  D uke  
o f  B erw ick ; and  h e w as now  load ed  with honourab le and 
lucrative em p lo y m en ts, taken  from  th o se  n ob lem en  w ho had  
refu sed  to com ply w ith the  royal com m ands. H e  su cceed ed  
the E arl o f  O xford  as C olonel o f  tho B lu e s , and th e  Earl o f  
G ainsborough as L ord  L ieu ten an t o f  H am pshiro, R an ger  
o f  th e  N ew  F o r e st , and G overnor o f  P ortsm outh . On tho  
frontier o f  H am pshiro B erw ick  exp ected  to  have b een  m et, 
accord ing to  custom , by a lon g  cavalcade o f  baronets, k n ights, 
and sq u ires: but n o t a s in g le  person  o f  n o te  appeared  to  
w elcom e him . H e  sen t out letters com m anding the attendance  
o f  tho gentry: bu t on ly  five or s ix  paid  the  sm allest attention  
to  h is sum m ons. T h e  rest d id n o t w ait to  b e  dism issed . 
T h e y  declared  that they  w ould  tako no part in the  civil or 
m ilitary govern m en t o f  their county w hile th e  K in g  w as re
p resen ted  there by a P a p is t, and voluntarily  laid dow n their  
com m ission s.”

S u n derland , w ho had  b een  nam ed L ord  L ieu ten an t ot 
W arw ickshire in the  room  o f  the E arl o f  N orth am p ton , found  
som e ex cu se  for  n o t g o in g  down to  face tho ind ignation  and 
contem pt o f  the  gen try  o f  that sh ir e ; and h is p lea  w as the  
m ore read ily  adm itted  b ecau se  the  K in g  h a d , b y  that tim e, 
b egu n  to  fe e l that the spirit o f  th e  ru stic  gen try  w as n o t to  be 
bent.

* Bonrepaux, July j p  1GS1. •• Cillers, Feb. A- ,6SS-
C illers, April A-
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It  is to  b e  ob served  that th o se  w ho d isp layed  this spirit c^ p- 
w ere n o t th e  o ld  enem ies o f  the  H ou se  o f  Stuart. T h e  Com- 
m issions o f  P ea ce  and L ieu ten an cy  had  lo n g  b een  carefully  
purged o f  all republican  nam es. T h e  persons from w hom  the  
court had in  vain  attem p ted  to extract any prom ise o f  support 
w ere , with scarcely  an ex cep tio n , T o r ie s . T h e  eld er  am ong  
them cou ld  still show  scars g iven  b y  the  sw ords o f  R ou n d 
heads , and receip ts for p late sen t to Charles the F irst in  h is  
distress. T h e  y ou n ger had adhered  firmly to Jam es against 
Shaftesbury and M onm outh. Such  w ere th e  m en w ho were  
now turned  out o f  office in a m ass b y  the very  prince to w hom  
they had  g iven  such  signal p roofs o f  fidelity . D ism ission  h ow 
ever on ly  m ade them  m ore reso lu te . It had  b ecom e a sacred  
poin t o f  honour am ong them  to stand stou tly  b y  one another  
in this crisis. T h ere  cou ld  b e  no doubt that, i f  th e  suffrage 
o f  th e  freeholders w ere fairly tak en , n o t a sin g le  k n ight o f  
the sh ire favourable to the policy  o f  the govern m en t w ou ld  be  
returned. M en therefore ask ed  on e another , w ith  no sm all 
a n x iety , w hether the suffrages w ere lik ely  to b e  fairly taken.
T h e  list o f  the Sheriffs for th e  new  year was im patiently ex- 
p ected . I t  appeared  w hile the L ords L ieutenants w ere still 
engaged  in  their can vass, and was rece iv ed  w ith a genera l cry 
o f  alarm and ind ignation . M ost o f  the  functionaries w ho w ere  
to p reside at the  county  e lection s w ere eith er  R om an Ca
tholics or P rotestan t D issen ters w ho had exp ressed  their ap
probation o f  th e  In d u lg en ce .*  F o r  a tim e the  m ost gloom y  
apprehensions p revailed : but soon  they  began  to subside.
T h ere  was g o o d  reason  to  b e liev e  that there  was a point 
b eyon d  w hich  the K in g  cou ld  n o t reckon on  th e  support even  
o f  those  Sheriffs w ho w ere m em bers o f  his own Church. 
B etw een  th e  R om an C atholic courtier and theR om an  C atholic Character 
country gentlem an  there w as very little sym pathy. T h a t cabal 
w hich dom ineered  at W hitehall con sisted  partly o f  fanatics, 
who w ere ready to break through all ru les o f  m orality and  to gemie- 
throw the w orld  into confusion  for the purpose o f  propagating  
their re lig io n , and partly o f  hypocrites Who, fo r  lu cre , had  
apostatized from  th e faith in  w hich they had b een  brought up,

* L ondon Gazette, Deo. S. 16S1; Cillers, Dec. f t .
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and w ho now  overacted  the zea l characteristic o f  neophytes. 
B o th  the  fanatical and the  hypocritical courtiers w ere g e 
nerally  d estitu te  o f  all E nglish  fee lin g . In  som e o f  them  d e
votion  to  their Church had  ex tin gu ish ed  every national sen ti
m ent. S om e w ere Ir ish m en , w h ose patriotism  con sisted  in 
m ortal hatred  o f  th e  S axon  conquerors o f  Irelan d. Som e, 
a g a in , w ere tra itors, w ho rece iv ed  regular hire from  a  foreign  
pow er. Som e had  p assed  a  great part o f  their lives abroad, 
and either w ere m ere cosm op olites, or fe lt  a  positive d istaste  
for the m anners and institutions o f  th e  country w hich w as now  
su b jected  to  their ru le. B etw een  such m en and the lord  o f  a 
C heshire or  Staffordshire m anor w ho adh ered  to the o ld  
Church there w as scarcely anyth ing in com m on. H e  w as n e i
ther a  fanatic nor a  h ypocrite. H e  was a  R om an C atholic b e
cause his father and grand-father h ad  b een  so ; and h e held  
his hereditary fa ith , as m en gen era lly  h o ld  a hereditary faith , 
s in ce re ly , but with litt le  enthusiasm . In  all o ther  points  
h e  w as a m ere E n glish  sq u ire , an d , i f  h e  d iffered from  the  
neigh b ouring  sq u ires , d iffered from  them  b y  b e in g  som ew hat 
m ore sim ple and clow nish  than th e y . T h e  d isabilities under  
w hich h e  lay  h ad  p reven ted  h is m ind from  exp an d ing  to  the  
standard , m oderate as that standard w as, w hich the m inds o f  
JProtestant country gen tlem en  then  ordinarily atta ined . E x 
c lu d ed , w hen a  b o y , from  E ton  and W estm in ster , w hen  a 
y o u th , from  O xford  and C am bridge, w hen  a  m an , from  P ar
liam ent and from  the b en ch  o f  ju s t ic e , h e  gen era lly  vegeta ted  
as qu ietly  as the  elm s o f  the  avenue w hich led  to his ancestral 
gran ge. H is corn field s, h is dairy and h is cider p ress , his 
grey h o u n d s, h is fishing rod  and his g u n , his a le and  his to 
b a c c o , occu p ied  alm ost all h is thou gh ts. W ith  h is n eigh 
bours , in sp ite o f  his re lig io n , h e  was gen era lly  on g o o d  term s. 
T h ey  knew  him  to  b e  unam bitious and inoffensive. H e  was 
alm ost alw ays o f  a g o o d  o ld  fam ily. H e was always a Cavalier. 
H is peculiar notion s w ere n o t ob trud ed , and caused  no an
n oyance. H e  d id  n o t , lik e  a Puritan , torm ent h im se lf  and  
others w ith  scruples about everyth ing that was p leasant. On  
th e  contrary, h e was as k een  a sportsm an, and as jo lly  a boon  
com panion , as any m an w ho had  taken the oath o f  suprem acy
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and the declaration against transubstantiation. H e  m et his 
brother squires a t the co v er , was in  w ith  them  at the  death, - ¡¿gg' 
a n d , w hen  the sport was o v er , took  them  hom e w ith him to a 
ven ison  p asty  and to  O ctober four years in b ottle . T h e  op 
pressions w hich  h e  had undergone had not b een  such as to  
im pel him  to  any d esperate reso lu tion . E ven  w hen his Church  
was barbarously p ersecu ted , his life  and property w ere in  
little danger. T h e  m ost im pudent fa lse w itnesses could  hardly  
venture to shock  the com m on 6ense o f  m ankind b y  accusing  
him o f  b ein g  a conspirator. T h e  P ap ists whom  O ates se lec ted  
for attack  w ere p e e r s , p re la tes, J e s u its , B e n e d ic tin e s , a  
busy po litica l a g e n t, a law yer in h igh  p ra c tice , a court phy
sician. T h e  R om an C atholic country g en tlem an , protected  
by his ob scu r ity , b y  h is p eaceab le  d em eanour, and by the  
g o o d  w ill o f  those  am ong w hom  h e liv e d , carted his hay or 
filled  his b ag  with gam e unm olested , w hile Colem an and  L ang- 
h o rn e , W hitbread  and P ic k e r in g , A rchb ishop  P lu n k ett and 
L ord S tafford , d ied  b y  the  halter or the  a x e . A n  attem pt 
was in d eed  m ade b y  a knot o f  villains to bring hom e a charge  
o f  treason to S ir  T hom as G asco ign e, an ag ed  R om an Ca
tholic baronet o f  Y orkshire: bu t tw elve  o f  the b est gentlem en  
o f  the  W est R id in g , w ho knew  his w ay o f  l ife , cou ld  n ot be  
convinced  that the ir  h o n est o ld  acquaintance had hired  cut
throats to  m urder the K in g , a n d , in 6pite o f  charges w hich  
did v ery  little  honour to  th e  b e n c h , found a verd ict o f  N o t  
G uilty. S om etim es, in d e e d , the  head o f  an old  and re
spectab le provincial fam ily m ight reflect w ith b itterness that 
h e w as ex c lu d ed , on account o f  h is re lig io n , from  p laces o f  
honour and authority w hich  m en o f  hum bler d escen t and  less  
am ple estate w ere thou gh t com p etent to fill; but h e  was little  
disposed  to risk  land and life  in a stru ggle against overw helm 
ing od d s; and  h is h on est E nglish  sp irit w ou ld  have shrunk  
with horror from  m eans such as w ere contem plated  b y  th e  
P etres and T yrco n n e ls . In d eed  he w ould have b een  as ready  
as any o f  his P rotestant neighbours to g ird  on h is sw ord , and  
to put p isto ls in his h o lsters , for the  d efen ce  o f  his native land  
against an invasion  o f  F ren ch  or Irish P ap ists . Such  was the  
general character o f  the m en to w hom  Jam es now  lo o k ed  as to
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his m ost trustw orthy instrum ents for the  con d u ct o f  county  
election s. H e  soon  foun d  that they  w ere n o t inclined  to  
throw  aw ay the  esteem  o f  their n eigh b ou rs, and to endanger  
their heads and  their  e s ta te s , b y  ren d erin g  him  an infam ous 
and crim inal serv ice . S evera l o f  them  refu sed  to b e  Sheriffs. 
O f th o se  who accep ted  th e  shrievalty  m any declared  that they  
w ould  d ischarge their duty  as fairly as i f  they  w ere m em bers 
o f  th e  E stab lished  C hurch , and w ould  return no candidate  
w ho had n ot a real m ajority. •

I f  the K in g  could  p lace little  confidence even  in his R om an  
C atholic S heriffs, still le ss  cou ld  h e  re ly  on th e  Puritans. 
S in ce  th e  p ub lication  o f  the  D eclaration  severa l m onths had  
elap sed , m onths crow ded  w ith im portant ev en ts , m onths o f  
uninterm itted  controversy . D iscussion  had op en ed  the ey es  
o f  m any D issen ters: b u t tho acts o f  th e  g o v ern m en t, and  
especia lly  the  severity  w ith w hich M agdalene C o llege  had  
b een  trea ted , had d on e m ore than oven the  pen  o f  H alifax  to  
alarm and to unito all c lasses o f  P rotestan ts. M ost o f  those  
sectaries w ho had b een  induced  to exp ress gratitude for the 
In d u lgen ce w ere now  asham ed o f  their error , and w ere d c-

• About twenty years before this tim e a Jesu it had noticed the re 
tiring character of the Roman Catholic country gentlem en of England. 
“ La nobilth Ing lese, senon se legata in servigio di C orte, 6 in opera di 
m aestra to , vive, e godc il plii dell' anno alia  cam pagna, ne’ suoi palagi 
e p o d c ri, dove son liberi e pad ro n i; e cib tanto piii sollecilam ente i Cal- 
tolici quanto piu u tilm cntc, si come meno osservati c o li.” — L ’ln g h il- 
terra descrilta dal P . Daniello Rartoli. R om a, 1661.

“ M any o f the  P o p ish  S h e r i f f s J o h n s t o n e  w ro te , “  have es ta te s , and  
d ec la re  th a t w hoever expects  fa lse  re tu rn s  from  th em  w ill bo d isap 
p o in ted . T h e  P o p ish  g en try  th a t live a t  th e ir  houses  in the  co u n try  
a re  m u c h  d iffe ren t from  those  th a t live h e re  in tow n. S evera l o f  them  
have refused  to  b e  S heriffs  o r D epu ty  L ieu te n a n ts ."  D ec. 8. 1681.

Ronquillo says the sam e. “ Algunos Catolicos que fueron nom - 
brados por sherifes se ban cxcusado,” Jan . ,*,• I®88- He som e months 
la te r assured his court that the Catholic country gentlem en would 
willingly consent to a com prom ise of which the term s should be that 
the penal laws should be abolished and the test retained. “ Esloy in- 
fo rm ado ,” he says , “ que los Catolicos de las provincias no lo rep rue - 
b a n , pues no pretendiendo oficios, y siendo solo algunos de la C one los 
provechosos, les parece que m ejoran su estado , quedando seguros ellos 
y sus descendientes en la re lig ion , cn la q u ie tu d , y en la seguridad de 
sus haciendas.” 'I“1— 1688.A u g .  X.
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eirous o f  m aking atonem ent b y  casting  in  their lo t -with the  chap. 
great b od y  o f  their countrym en. , cs'8" -

In  con sequ en ce o f  th is change in the fee lin g  o f  the N on - Reguia- 
con form ists, the govern m en t found alm ost as great d ifficulty '‘0°r“0°'_ 
in the  tow ns as in  th e  cou n ties. W h en  th e  regu lators b egan  Uom 
their w o rk , th ey  had taken it  for granted  that every D issen ter  
w ho had  availed  h im se lf o f  the  In d u lgen ce w ould  b e  favour
ab le to  th e  K in g ’s p o licy . T h e y  w ere therefore confident 
that they  should  b e  ab le to fill all the m unicipal offices in  the  
kingdom  w ith  staunch friends. In  the  new  charters a pow er  
had b een  reserved  to th e  crow n o f  d ism issing m agistrates at 
pleasure . T h is  pow er w as now  exerc ised  w ithout lim it. It  
was by n o  m eans equally  clear that Jam es had the  pow er o f  
appointing new  m agistrates: b u t, w heth er it b elo n g ed  to  him  
or n o t, h e  determ ined  to assum e it. E veryw h ere, from  the  
T w eed  to the  L a n d ’s E n d , T o r y  functionaries w ere ejected , 
and the vacant p laces w ere filled  with P resb yterian s, In d e
p en d en ts, and B ap tists. In  th e  new  charter o f  the City o f  
L ondon  the  crown had reserved  the  pow er o f  d isp lacing the  
M asters, W a rd en s, and A ssistants o f  all the  com panies. 
A ccord in g ly  m ore than e ig h t hundred  citizens o f  th e  first 
con sid eration , all o f  them  m em bers o f  that party w hich had  
o p p osed  th e  E xc lu sion  B il l ,  w ere turned  out o f  office b y  a 
s in g le  ed ict. In  a short tim e appeared  a  supplem ent to this 
long lis t .*  B u t scarcely  had the  new  office-bearers been  
sworn in w h en  it was d iscovered  that th ey  w ere as unm anage
ab le as their p red ecesso rs. A t N ew castle  on  T y n e  th e  regu 
lators appointed  a R om an C atholic M ayor and Puritan A ld er
m en . N o  doubt w as en tertained  that th e  m unicipal body, 
thus rem o d e lled , w ou ld  v o te  an address prom ising to support 
the K in g’s m easures. T h e  ad d ress , h ow ever, was negatived .
T h e  M ayor w ent up to L on d on  in a fury, and to ld  th e  K ing  
that th e  D issen ters w ere all knaves and r e b e ls , and that in  
the w h o le  corporation  th e  governm ent cou ld  not reckon  on  
m ore than four votes.** A t R ead in g  tw enty-four T o r y  A lder-

• Privy Council B oo t, Sept. 23. 1SS1; Feb. 21. ICS}.
•* R ecords o f  th e  C o rp o ra tio n , q u o te d  in  B ran d ’s  H isto ry  o f New

c a s t le ;  Jo h n s to n e , F e b . 21. ICS}.
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m en w ere d ism issed . T w en ty -fou r new  A lderm en w ere ap
p oin ted . T w en ty -th ree  o f  th ese  im m ediately declared  against 
the  In d u lg en ce , and  w ere d ism issed  in  their turn.* In  the  
course o f  a few  days the  borough  o f  Y arm outh w as govern ed  
b y three different se ts o f  m agistrates, all equally  h ostile  to  
the  Court.** T h e se  are m ere exam ples o f  w hat w as passing all 
over th e  k ingdom . T h e  D u tch  A m bassador inform ed the  
S tates that in m any tow ns the  p u b lic  functionaries h ad , w ithin  
o n e  m o n th , b een  changed  tw ice , and even  th r ice , and  y e t  
changed  in  vain.*** F rom  the records o f  the  P rivy  C ouncil it 
appears that th e  num ber o f  regu lations, as th ey  w ere ca lled , 
e x cee d e d  tw o hundred , f  T h e  regulators in d eed  found that, 
in  n ot a  few  p la ces , the  change had b een  for the  w orse . T h e  
d iscon ten ted  T o r ie s, ev en  w hile m urm uring against th e K in g ’s 
p o lic y , had constantly exp ressed  resp ect for his person  and  
his o ffice , and  had  disclaim ed all thought o f  resistan ce. V ery  
different w as the  language o f  som e o f  the  new  m em bers o f  
corporations. I t  w as sa id  that o ld  so ld iers o f  the  C om m on
w ealth , w ho, to their ow n astonishm ent and that o f  the  public, 
had b een  m ade A lderm en , ga v e  tho agents o f  the Court very  
distinctly  to  understand that b lood  should  flow b efore P o p ery  
and arbitrary pow er w ere estab lish ed  in  E n g la n d .ff

T h e  regulators found  that little  or n oth in g  had  been  
g ain ed  b y  w hat had as y e t  b een  d on e. T h er e  was on e w ay, 
and on e w ay o n ly , in  w hich they  cou ld  h op e to  effect their  
ob ject. T h e  charters o f  the boroughs m ust b e  resu m ed ;  
and other charters m ust b e  granted  confining th e  e lective  
franchise to very sm all constituent b o d ies appointed  by the  
sovereign .f+ f

B u t how  was th is plan to b e  carried into effect?  In  a few  
o f  the new  charters, in d eed , a  righ t o f  revocation  had  been  
reserved  to tho crow n: but the  rest Jam es could g e t  into his

'  Johnstone, Feb . 2 1 .1G8J.
** C itters, Feb. j{ . 1688.

—  Ibid. May A - 1683.
+ In the m argin of the Privy Council Book may be observed the 

words “ Second regu la tion ,1’ and “ Third regu la tion ,” when a corpo
ration had been remodelled m ore than once.

t +  Johnstone, May 2 8 .16SS. •J-J-f Ib id . Feb. 21. 1688.
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hands on ly  b y  voluntary surrender on the  part o f  corpora
tio n s , or b y  ju d gm en t o f  the K in g ’s B en ch . F ew  corporations 
were now  d isposed  to surrender their charters voluntarily; 
and such ju d gm en ts as w ou ld  su it the purposes o f  th e  g o v ern 
m ent w ere hardly to  b e  exp ected  even from  such a slave  as 
W right. T h e  w rits o f  Q uo W arranto w hich had b een  brought 
a  few  years before for  the purpose o f  crushing the W h ig  party 
had b een  con d em ned  by every  im partial m an. Y et those  
writs had at least the  sem blance o f  ju stice ; for they  w ere  
brought aga in st ancient m unicipal b o d ies;  and there w ere  
few  ancient m unicipal b od ies in  w hich som e a b u se , sufficient 
to afTord a p retex t for a penal p ro ceed in g , had n o t grow n up 
in the  course o f  a g es . B u t the  corporations now  to b e attacked  
w ere still in  the  in n ocen ce  o f  in fancy. T h e  o ld est am ong  
them  had n ot com p leted  its fifth year. I t  w as im possib le that 
m any o f  them  shou ld  have com m itted o ffen ces m eriting d is
franchisem ent. T h e  J u d g es  them selves w ere uneasy. T h e y  
represented  tha t w hat th ey  w ere req u ired  to do w as in  direct 
opposition  to the  p la inest princip les o f  law  and ju s t ic e :  but 
a ll rem onstrance w as vain . T h e  boroughs w ere com m anded  
to  surrender the ir  charters. F ew  com plied; and the  course  
w hich th e  K in g  took  with th o se  few  did n o t encourage others 
to trust h im . In  severa l tow ns th e  r igh t o f  vo ting  was taken  
away from  the com m onalty, and  g iven  to  a very  sm all num ber 
o f  p erso n s, w ho w ere required  to b ind  them selves b y  oath to 
support the cand idates recom m ended  b y  th e  governm ent. A t  
T ew k esb u ry , for exa m p le , th e  franchise was confined  to  
thirteen  p ersons. Y e t  even  this num ber was to o  large. H atred  
and fear had spread so w id ely  through the com m unity that it 
was scarcely  p ossib le  to b rin g  togeth er  in  any tow n , b y  any 
process o f  p ack in g , th irteen  m en on w hom  th e  Court cou ld  
abso lu tely  d ep en d . I t  was rum oured that the  m ajority o f  the  
new  con stituent b od y  o f  T ew kesbury was anim ated b y  the  
sam e sentim ent w hich  w as gen era l throughout the n ation , and  
w ou ld , w hen  the decisive  day should  arrive, send  true P ro 
testants to P arliam ent. T h e  regulators in great wrath  
threatened  to red u ce the num ber o f  electors to th ree . * M ean- 

* Johnstone, Feb. 21.1688.
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w hile the great m ajority o f  th e  boroughs firmly refu sed  to g ive  
up their  p riv ileges. B a rn sta p le , W in ch ester , and B u ck in g
ham , d istin guish ed  them selves b y  the  b o ld ness o f  their op 
position . A t  O xford  the  m otion  that the city  shou ld  resign  
its franchises to  the  K in g  was n egatived  b y  e igh ty  vo tes to  
tw o .*  T h e  T em p le  and W estm inster H all w ere in a ferm ent 
with the sudden  rush o f  business from  all corners o f  the  k in g
dom . E very  law yer in  high practice was overw helm ed with  
tho b riefs from  corporations. O rdinary litigants com plained  
that their bu sin ess w as n eg lec ted . ** I t  was ev ident that a con 
sid erab le tim e m ust e lap se  before jud g m en t could  b e  g iv en  in 
so  great a  num ber o f  im portant cases. T yrann y could  ill 
b rook this d elay . N oth in g  w as om itted  w hich could  terrify  
th e  refractory boroughs in to  subm ission. A t  B uckingham  
som e o f  the  m unicipal officers had  spoken  o f  Jeffreys in lan
g u a g e  w hich  was n ot laudatory. T h e y  w ere p ro se cu ted , and  
w ere g iv en  to understand that no m ercy  sh ou ld  b e show n to  
them  un less th ey  w ould ransom  them selves b y  surrendering  
their  charter.*** A t W in ch ester  still m ore v io len t m easures 
w ere ad op ted . A  large  b od y  o f  troops w as m arched in to  the  
tow n  for th e  so le  purpose o f  burdening and harassing the  in
habitants. f  T h e  tow n continued  reso lu te; and  the public  
v o ic e  lou d ly  accu sed  th e  K in g  o f  im itating th e  w orst crim es 
o f  h is brother o f  F ran ce. T h e  d ragon ad es, it w as sa id , had  
b egu n . T h ere  was in d eed  reason for alarm. It  had occurred  
to Jam es that h e  could  n ot m oro effectually  break  th e  spirit 
o f  an ob stin ate tow n than b y  quartering so ld iers on  th e  in
h abitants. H e  m ust have know n that this practice had sixty  
years before  ex c ited  form idable d isco n ten ts , and  had  b een  
solem nly pronounced  illeg a l by th e  P etition  o f  R ig h t, a  statu te  
scarcely  less ven erated  by E nglishm en than the G reat Charter. 
B u t h e  hoped  to obtain  from  th e courts o f  law  a declaration  
that even  the  P etitio n  o f  R ig h t cou ld  n o t contro l th e  prero
g ative . H e  actually  con su lted  th e  C h ief J u stice  o f  th e  K in g’s

• C iuers, M arch | | .  I6 8 S .

Ibid. 16SS.Ju a #  1.

*• Ib id . M ay A - »688. 

t  Ib id . M ay A- 168*.
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B ench  on this su b ject:*  but the resu lt o f  th e  consultation  cj j ^  
rem ained secret; and in a very  few  w eeks the asp ect o f  affairs - ^ 8a’ ■ 
becam e such  that a fear stronger than even  the fear o f  the  
royal d isp leasure b egan  to im pose som e restraint even on a 
man so serv ile  as W right.

W h ile  the  L ords L ieutenants w ere q uestion ing the Ju stices  
o f  the P e a c e , w h ile  th e  regu lators w ere rem odelling  th e  b o- tin, puttie 
roughs, all the p u b lic  departm ents w ere subjected  to a strict ¡¡¡!(!p*£" 
inquisition. T h e  palace was first purified . E very battered  
old C avalier, w h o , in return for b lood  and lands lost in the  
royal cau se , had obtained  som e sm all p lace under the K eep er  
o f  th e  W ardrobe or th e  M aster o f  the  H arriers, was called  
upon to ch oose  betw een  th e  K in g  and th e  Church. T h e  Com
m issioners o f  Custom s and E x c ise  w ere  ordered  to a ttend  H is  
M ajesty at the  T reasu ry . T h er e  h e  dem anded  from  them  a  
prom ise to support his p o lic y , and  d irected  them  to  require  
a sim iliar p rom ise from  all their  subordinates.** O ne C ustom 
house officer notified  h is subm ission to  the  royal w ill in a way 
which ex c ited  both  m errim ent and com passion . “ I  h a v e ,”  
he sa id , “ fourteen  reasons for  ob ey in g  H is M ajesty’s com 
mands , a w ife and th irteen  you n g ch ild ren .”  *** Such  reasons 
w ere in d eed  cogen t; y e t  there w ere  n ot a few  instances in 
which, even  against such  re a so n s, relig iou s and patriotic fee l
ings prevailed .

T h er e  is reason to b e liev e  that the  governm ent at this tim e  
seriously m ed itated  a b low  w hich w ould bavo red u ced  m any  
thousands o f  fam ilies to  b eg g a ry , and w ould have disturbed  
the w hole socia l system  o f  every  part o f  th e  country. N o  
w in e , b e e r , or coffee cou ld  b e so ld  w ithout a  licen se . It  
was rum oured that every  person  h o ld in g  such a  licen se  
w ould shortly be requ ired  to en ter into the sam e en gagem ents  
which had b een  im posed  on  p ub lic  functionaries, or to re
linquish h is trad e.f I t  seem s certain  th a t, i f  such a step  had

* C iu c rs , M ay j j .  168S
** Ib id .  A p r i l 1688.; T reasury Letter Book, M arch 14. 168J; R on- 

q u illo , A p ril« .
C itle rs , May IJ . 1688. +  Ibid.
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been  ta k e n , the hou ses o f  entertainm ent and o f  public resort 
all over the k ingdom  w ould  have b een  at on ce  shut up b y  hun
dreds. W h at effect such  an in terferen ce with th e  com fort o f  
all ranks w ould  have prod u ced  m ust b e  le ft  to  conjecture. T h e  
resentm ent p roduced  by grievances is not alw ays proportion
ed  to  their d ign ity ; and it is  b y  no m eans im probable that the  
resum ption  o f  licen se s m ight have done what the  resum ption  
o f  charters h ad  fa iled  to  d o . M en o f  fash ion  w ould, have  
m issed  th e  ch oco late  h ou se  in  Sain t J am es’s S tr ee t , and  m en  
o f  business the  coffee p o t , round w hich they w ere accustom ed  
to  sm oke and talk  p o litics , in  C hange A lley . H a lf  the  clubs  
w ould  have b een  w andering in  search  o f  sh elter . T h e  travel
ler  at n ightfa ll w ould  have found  th e  inn  w here he had ex
p ected  to sup and lo d g e  d eserted . T h e  clow n w ould  have  
regretted  the h ed g e  a leh ou se , Where h e had  b een  accu stom ed  
to  take his p o t on the  bench  b efore  the  door in  sum m er, and  
at th e  chim ney co m er  in w inter. T h e  nation  m ig h t, perhaps, 
under such  p ro v o ca tio n , have risen  in  gen era l reb ellion  w ith
out w aiting for th e  help  o f  foreign  allies.

I t  w as n ot to  b e  ex p ected  that a prince w ho requ ired  all 
the  hum blest servants o f  the governm ent to support his policy  
on pain o f  d ism ission  w ou ld  continue to  em ploy an A ttorney  
G eneral w h ose  aversion  to that p o licy  was no secret. Saw yer  
had  b een  suffered  to retain h is situation m ore than a year and  
a  h a lf  a fter h e  had declared  against the  d isp en sin g  pow er. 
T h is  extraordinary in d u lgen ce h e  ow ed  to  th e  extrem e  
difficulty w hich the govern m en t found  in supp lying his 
p lace . It was n ecessa ry , for th e  protection  o f  th e  p ecu 
niar}' in terests o f  th e  crow n, that at least one o f  the  two  
c h ie f  law officers should  b e  a man o f  ab ility  and k n ow led ge;  
and it  w as b y  no m eans easy to induce any barrister o f  
ability  and  k n o w led ge to  p u t h im se lf in peril by com m itting  
every day acts w hich the n ex t P arliam ent w ould  probably  
treat as h igh  crim es and m isdem eanours. It had b een  im pos
sib le  to procure a b etter  So licitor G eneral than P o w is , a man 
who in d eed  stuck  at n o th in g , but w ho w as incom petent to  
perform  the ordinary duties o f  his p ost. In these  circum stances  
it was thought desirable that there should  b e  a d ivision  o f
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labour. A n A tto rn ey , the value o f  w hose p rofessional talents ciia 
was m uch dim inished b y  his conscientious scruples , was — 
coupled  w ith  a S o lic itor  w hose w ant o f  scruples m ade Borne 
am ends for h is w ant o f  ta len ts. W h en  the governm ent w ished  
to enforco the law , recourse w as had  to Saw yer. W hen the  
governm ent w ished  to break the  law , recourse was had  to 
P ow is. T h is  arrangem ent lasted  till the K in g  obtained  the  
services o f  an advocate w ho w as at on ce  baser than P ow is and  
abler than Saw yer.

N o barrister liv ing had opp osed  the  Court w ith m ore viru- 
lenee than W illiam  W illiam s. H e  had distinguished  h im self G ener» i. 

in the late re ig n  as a  W hig and an E xclu sion ist. W hen  faction  
was at the  h e ig h t, h e  had been  chosen  Speaker o f  the  H ouse  
o f C om m ons. A fter  the  prorogation  o f  the  O xford Parlia
ment h e  had  com m only b een  counsel for the m ost noisy  d e 
m agogues w ho had b een  accused  o f  sed ition . H e  was a llow ed  
to p ossess considerable qu ickness and k n ow led ge. H is ch ief  
faults w ere supposed  to  b e  rashness and party spirit. I t  was 
not yet su sp ected  that he  had  faults com pared w ith which rash
ness and party spirit m ight w ell pass for virtues. T h e  govern 
m ent sought occasion  against h im , and easily  found it . H e  
had p u b lish ed , b y  order o f  the  H ou se  o f  C om m ons, a narra
tive w hich D angerfield  had w ritten. T h is  narrative, i f  pub
lished  by a private m an , w ould  undoubtedly  have b een  a sed i
tious lib e l. A  crim inal inform ation w as filed  in  th e  K in g’s 
B ench against W illia m s: h e  p lead ed  th e  priv ileges o f  P arlia 
m ent in  va in : h e  was con victed  and  sen ten ced  to a fine o f  ten  
thousand p ounds. A  large part o f  this sum  h e actually  p a id :  
for the rest he gave a  bond . T h e  Earl o f  P eterb o ro u g h , who  
had b een  injuriously m entioned  in D angerfield ’s narrative, 
was encouraged , b y  the  su ccess o f  the criminal inform ation, to  
bring a civ il a c tio n , and to dem and large dam ages. W illiam s 
was driven to extrem ity . A t  this juncture a w ay o f  escape  
presented  itse lf . I t  w as in d eed  a  w ay w hich, to  a  man o f  
strong princip les or h igh  sp ir it, w ould  have b een  m ore dread
ful than b eggary , im prisonm ent, or death. H e  m ight se ll 
h im self to that governm ent o f  which h e  had b een  the enem y  
and the v ictim . H e  m ight offer to  g o  on the forlorn hope in  

iliuanlay, History. III. 11
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every assault on  those  lib erties and on that re lig ion  for w hich  
h e had p ro fessed  an inord inate zea l. H e m ight exp iate his 
W higgism  by perform ing services from  w hich b ig o ted  T o r ie s, 
sta ined  w ith  the b lood  of R u sse ll and S idney, shrank in horror. 
T h e  bargain w as struck . T h e  d eb t still due to the  crown was 
rem itted . P eterborough  w as in d u ced , by royal m ediation, 
to com prom ise his action . Saw yer was dism issed . P ow is  
becam e A ttorn ey  G eneral. W illiam s was m ade S o lic ito r , re
ce ived  the honour o f  k n ighth ood , and was soon  a  favourite. 
T h o u g h  in  rank he was only th e  secon d  law officer o f  the  
crow n, h is a b ilities , learn ing , and en ergy  w ere such that he  
com p letely  threw  h is superior into the shade.*

WilliamB had not b een  lo n g  in  office w hen he w as required  
to bear a c h ie f  part in the  m ost m em orable state trial recorded  
in the  B ritish  annals.

O n the  tw enty-seventh  o f  A pril 1688, the  K in g  put forth  
. a secon d  D eclaration  o f  In d u lgen ce. In this paper h e  recited  
■ at len gth  th e  D eclaration  o f  th e  p reced in g  A pril. H is past 
l ife , h e  sa id , ou gh t to have con vin ced  h is p eop le  that h e  was 
n o t a  person  w ho cou ld  easily  b e induced  to depart from  any 
reso lu tion  w hich h e  had form ed. B u t , as d esign in g  m en had  
attem pted  to persuade the  w orld  that h e  m ight b e  prevailed  on  
to  g iv e  w ay in this m atter , h e thought it necessary to proclaim  
that h is purpose was im m utably f ix ed , that he w as reso lv ed  to 
em ploy those  on ly  w ho wore prepared to  concur in  his design , 
and  that h e  h a d , in pursuance o f  that reso lu tion , dism issed  
m any o f  his d isob ed ien t servants from  civil and  m ilitary 
em ploym ents. H e  announced that h e  m eant to h o ld  a Parlia
m ent in N ovem b er at the la test; and he exh orted  h is subjects 
to ch oose  representatives w ho w ould  assist him  in th e  great 
w ork w hich h e  had  undertaken.**

• London G azette, Dec. 15. 1681. See the proceedings against Wil
liam s in the Collection of State Trials. “ Ha hecho ,”  says Ronqulllo, 
“ grande susto cl baber nom brado el abogado W illiam s, que fue el 
orador y el mas arrabiado de toda la casa des commies en los ultimos 
lerribles parlam entos del Rey difunlo.” y - 1681.

*-*• London Gazette, April 30.1688; Rarillon,
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T h is D eclaration  at first produced  little  sensation . I to o n -  CBAI>, 
tained noth ing new ; and m en w ondered  that the  K ing should  ~ l688' 
think it w orth w hile to  publish a  solem n m anifesto m erely  for The 
the purpose o f  te llin g  them  that ho had n ot changed  h is ciergj 
mind." Perhaps Jam es was n ettled  b y  the indifference with °0rdr"'ddu. 
which the announcem ent o f  his fixed  resolution  was rece ived  
by the p u b lic , and thought that h is d ignity and authority  
would suffer un less h e  w ithout delay d id  som eth ing n ovel and  
striking. O n the fourth o f  M ay, accord in gly , h e  m ade an 
Order in Council that his D eclaration  o f  the preceding w eek  
should b e  rea d , on two su ccessive  Sundays a t  the tim e o f  
divine serv ice, by the officiating m inisters o f  all the churches  
and chapels o f  the k ingdom . In  L ondon  and  in  the suburbs 
the reading w as to take p lace on the  tw entieth  and tw enty-  
seventh o f  M ay, in other parts o f  E ngland  on  the third and  
tenth o f  J u n e. T h e  B ish ops w ere d irected  to distribute  
copies o f  the D eclaration  through their resp ective  d ioceses.**

W hen it is con sid ered  that the  clergy o f  the E stablished  
Church, w ith scarcely  an ex cep tio n , regarded  the  Indu l
gence as a v io lation  o f  the laws o f  the realm , as a breach o f  
the p ligh ted  faith o f  th e  K ing, and  as a fatal blow  lev e lled  at 
the in terest and d ign ity  o f  their ow n p rofession, it will scarce
ly adm it o f  doubt that the O rder in Council w as in tend ed  to  
be felt by them  as a cruel affront. I t  w as popularly b elieved  
that P etre  had avow ed th is in tention  in a coarse m etaphor  
borrowed from the rhetoric o f  the  E ast. H e  w ou ld , h e  said, 
make them  eat dirt, the  v ilest and m ost loathsom e o f  all dirt.
But, tyrannical and m alignant as the m andate w as, w ould  the  
A nglican priesthood  refuse to ob ey?  T h e  K in g’s tem per was 
arbitrary and severe . T h e  p roceed in gs o f  the E cclesia tica l 
Commission w ere as sum m ary as those  o f  a court m artial. 
W hoever ventured  to resist m ight in  a  w eek  be e jected  from  
his parsonage, deprived  o f  his w hole in com e, pronounced  in
capable o f  ho ld ing  any other spiritual preferm ent, and le ft  to 
b eg from door to door. I f ,  in d eed , the w hole body offered  
an united opposition  to th e  royal w ill, it was probab le that

* Ciuers, May A- 1688. "  London Gazette, May î .  16SS. 
11 *
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even  Jam es w ould  scarcely  venture to  punish ten  thousand  
d elinquents at on ce . B u t there -was not tim e to  form  an e x 
ten sive  com bination . T h e  O rder in  C ouncil w as g azetted  on 
the seven th  o f  M ay. On the  tw entieth  the D eclaration  was to 
b e read  in all th e  pulpits o f  L on d on  and the neighbourhood . 
B y  no exertion  w as it  p ossib le  in that age to ascertain  within  
a  fortn ight the in tentions o f  on e ten th  part o f  th e  parochial 
m inisters w ho w ere scattered  over the k ingdom . It  was n ot 
easy  to co llec t  in so short a tim e th e  sen se  even  o f  the  ep isco
pal order. I t  m ight a lso  w ell b e  apprehended  th a t, i f  the 
c lergy  refused  to  read the  D eclaration , the  P rotestant D is
senters w ou ld  m isinterpret the  refu sa l, w ould  despair o f  ob 
ta in ing  any to leration  from  the m em bers o f  the Church of 
E ngland, and w ould  throw  their w hole w eight into th e  scale  o f  
the Court.

T h e  clergy  therefore h esita ted ; and this h esitation  may 
w ell b e ex cu sed : for som e em inent laym en, w ho p o ssessed  a 
large share o f  the  public confidence, w ere d isp osed  to recom 
m end subm ission. T h ey  thought that a  gen era l opposition  
could  hardly b e exp ected , and that a partial opposition  w ould  
be j-uinous to individuals, and o f  little  advantage to  the 
Church and to the nation. Such was the opinion given  at this 
tim e b y  H alifax  and N ottingham . T h e  day drew near; and  
still there was no concert and no form ed resolution .*

A t this conjuncture the P rotestant D issenters o f  L ondon  
won for  them selves a  title  to th e  lasting  gratitude o f  their 
country. T h e y  had hitherto been  reck on ed  by the  govern
m ent as part o f  its strength . A  few  o f  their m ost active and  
noisy p reach ers, corrupted  b y  the favours o f  the C ourt, had  
g o t  up addresses in  favour o f  the  K in g ’s p o licy . O thers, 
estranged  by the reco llection  o f  m any cruel w rongs both from  
the Church o f  E ngland  and from  th e H ou se  o f  Stuart, had 
seen  w ith  resentfu l p leasure the tyrannical prince and the 
tyrannical hierarchy separated  by a b itter enm ity , and b id 
d in g  against each other for the help  o f  sects la tely  persecuted  
and d esp ised . B u t this fee lin g , h ow ever natural, h ad  been  
indulged  lo n g  enough . T h e  tim e had  com e w hen it was 

• Johnstone, Stay 27. 1G88.
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necessary to m ake a ch o ice: and th e  N onconform ists o f  the  
City, w ith a  n ob le spirit, arrayed them selves side by sid e  with 16t8] 
the m em bers o f  the Church in d efen ce  o f  the fundam ental laws 
of the realm . B a x te r , B a te s , and H ow e d istinguished  them 
selves by the ir  efforts to bring about th is coalition ; but the  
generous enthusiasm  w hich pervad ed  the  w hole Puritan b od y  
made the task easy . T h e  zeal o f  the flocks outran that o f  the  
pastors. T h o se  P resbyterian  and In d ep en d en t teachers who  
show ed an inclination  to take part w ith the K ing against 
the ecclesiastica l estab lishm ent rece ived  d istinct n otice that, 
unless they  changed  their  con d u ct, their  congregations w ould  
neither hear them  nor pay them . A lso p , w ho had flattered  
him self that h e  should  b e  ab le to  b ring over a great body o f  
his d iscip les to th e  royal s id e , found h im self on a sudden an 
object o f  contem pt and abhorrence to those  w ho had lately  
revered him  as their spiritual g u id e , sank into a deep  m elan
choly, and  h id  h im se lf  from  th e p u b lic  ey e . D eputations  
waited on severa l o f  th e  L ondon  c lergy  im ploring them  n o t to  
judge o f  the  d issen tin g  b od y  from  the serv ile  adulation which  
had lately  filled  th e  L ondon  G azette , and exhorting  them , 
placed as th ey  w ere in  the  van  o f  this great fight, to play the  
men for the  liberties o f  E ngland  and for  the faith d elivered  to 
the Saints. T h eso  assurances w ere rece ived  with jo y  and  
gratitude. Y e t  there was still m uch an xiety  and m uch dif
ference o f  opin ion  am ong those  w ho had to d ecid e  w hether, 
on Sunday the  tw en tie th , they w ould or w ould  n ot obey the  
King’s com m and. T h e  L on d on  c lergy , then universally C o m u ita -  

acknow ledged  to  b e  th e  flower o f  their profession , held  a London 

m eeting. F ifteen  D octors o f  D iv in ity  w ere present. T illo t-  dtr!7' 
son, D ean  o f  C anterbury, the  m ost celebrated  preacher o f  
the age, cam e thither from  a sick  b ed . S h er lo ck , M aster o f  
the T e m p le , P a tr ick , D ean  o f  P eterborough  and R ecto r  o f  
the im portant parish o f  S t. P a u l’s ,  C ovent G arden , a n d S til-  
lingfleet, A rchdeacon  o f  L on d on  and D ean  o f  S t. P a u l’s Ca
thedral, a tten d ed . T h e  general fee lin g  o f  th e  assem bly  
seem ed to b e  that it w as, on  the w hole, advisable to  obey the  
Order in C ouncil. T h e  d ispute began  to w ax w arm , and  
might have p rod u ced  fatal con sequ en ces, i f  it had  n ot been
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brought to a  c lo se  by the  firm ness and w isdom  o f  D octor  
Edw ard F o w le r , V icar o f  S t. G iles’s ,  C ripp legate, on e o f  a 
sm all b u t rem arkable class o f  d iv ines who united  that lo v e  o f  
civ il liberty  which b e lo n g ed  to the school o f  Calvin w ith the 
th eo lo g y  o f  th e  schoo l o f  Arm inius.* S tand ing up, F ow ler  
sp o k e th u s: “ I  m ust b e  p lain . T h e  question  is so sim ple that 
argum ent can throw  no new  ligh t on it , and can only beget 
h eat. L e t  every m an say Y es or N o . B u t I cannot consent 
to  b e  b ound  b y  the vote o f  th e  m ajority. I shall b e sorry' to 
cause a  breach  o f  unity. B u t th is D eclaration  I  cannot in 
co n sc ien ce  rea d .”  T iU otson , P a tr ick , S h er lo ck , and Stil- 
lin g fleet declared  that they w ere o f  the sam e m ind. T h e  ma
jo r ity  y ie ld ed  to the  authority o f  a m inority so resp ectab le . A 
reso lu tion  b y  w hich all presen t p led g ed  them selves to  one 
another n ot to read  the  D eclaration  was then  drawn up. 
P atrick  w as the first w ho se t h is hand to it; F ow ler  was the  
secon d . T h e  paper was sen t round the city, and was speedily  
subscribed b y  eighty-five incum bents.**

M eanw hile several o f  the  B ishops w ere anxiously  d elib e
rating as to th e  course w hich they  shou ld  take. On the 
tw elfth  o f  M ay a grave and learned  com pany was assem bled  
round the  tab le o f  the Prim ate at L am beth. Com pton, B ishop  
o fL o n d o n , T u rn er , B ishop  o f  E ly , W h ite , B ish op  o f  P eter
b o ro u g h , and T e n iso n , R ecto r  o f  S t. M artin’s p arish , were 
am ong the  g u ests . T h e  Earl o f  C larendon , a zea lou s and 
uncom prom ising- friend  o f  the C hurch, had b een  invited . 
C artw right, B ish op  o f  C hester, in truded h im self on  the m eet- 
in g , probably as a spy. W hile  h e  rem ain ed , no confidential 
com m unication could  take p lace; b u t, after h is departure, 
the great q u estion  o f  w hich  all m inds w ere full w as pro

* That very rem arkable  m an , Ihe late Alexander Knox, whose elo
quent conversation and elaborate  letters had a great inQuence on the 
minds of his contem poraries, learned, I suspect, much of his theological 
system from Fowler’s writings. Fowler’s book on the Design of 
Christianity was assailed by John Bunyan with a ferocity which nothing 
can ju s tify , b u t which the b irth  and breeding of th e  h o n es t Linker in 
som e degree excuse.

** Johnstone , May 23. 168S. There is a satirical poem on this 
meeting entitled the Clerical Cabal.
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pounded and d iscu ssed . T h e  genera l opinion w as that the  c h a p . 

D eclaration ought n ot to bo read . L etters w ere forthw ith lw8‘ 
written to several o f  th e  m ost respectable prelates o f  the pro
vince o f  Canterbury, en treating them  to com e up w ithout 
delay to L o n d o n , and to strengthen  the hands o f  their m etro 
politan at this conjuncture.* A s there was little doubt th a t  
these letters w ould  b e  op en ed  i f  they  passed  through th e  
office in  L om bard S tr ee t , they  w ere sen t b y  horsem en to the  
nearest country p o st tow ns on  the different roads. T h e  
Bishop o f  W in ch ester , w h ose  loya lty  had b een  so signally  
proved at S ed g em o o r , though suffering from  indisposition, 
resolved  to  se t  ou t in ob ed ien ce  to the sum m ons, but found  
him self unable to bear the m otion  o f  a coach . T h e  letter  
addressed to W illiam  L lo y d , B ishop  o f  N orw ich , w as, in 
spite o f  all precautions, deta ined  by a postm aster; and that 
p relate, in ferior to  n on e o f  his brethren  in courage and in 
zeal for the com m on cause o f  his o rd er , did not reach L ondon  
in time.** H is nam esake, W illiam  L loyd , B ishop  o f  S t. Asaph, 
a p ious, h o n est , and learned  m an, but o f  slend er judgm ent, 
and h a lf  crazed by his persevering endeavours to extract from  
D aniel and  the R evela tion s som e inform ation about the  P o p e  
and the K in g  o f  F ra n ce , hasten ed  to the  capital and arrived  
on the s ix teen th .’ ** On the  fo llow in g  day cam e the excellen t  
K en , B ish op  o f  B ath  and W e lls , L a k e , B ishop  o f  Chichester, 
and Sir Joh n  T relaw n ey , B ish op  o f  B r is to l, a  baronet o f  an 
old and honourable Cornish fam ily.

On the  e igh teen th  a m eetin g  o f  prelates and o f  other ¡j*”5”1,1*" 
em inent d iv ines w as h eld  at L am beth. T illo tso n , T en ison , LamboUi 
S tillin gfleet, P a tr ick , and S herlock  w ere p resent. Prayers p*1*” ’ 
were solem nly read before th e  consultation began. A fter  
lon g  d elib eration , a petition  em bodying the genera l sense  
w as w ritten by the  A rchbishop with his own hand. I t  was not 
drawn up w ith  m uch fe lic ity  o f  sty le . In d eed , th e  cum brous 
and in e leg a n t structure o f  the senten ces brought on Sancroft

* Clarendon’s Diary, May 22. lfiSS.
*“ Extracts from T anner MS. in ITowell’s State T ria ls; Life of 

Prideaux; C larendon’s Diary, Mey 16. 16S8.
*** Clarendon’s Diary, May 16 add I t .  16S8.
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c h a p . gome raillery, w hich ho b ore  with less  patience than h e  show ed  
■ 16g8~  under m uch h eavier trials. B u t in  substance noth in g  could  

b e  m ore sk ilfu lly  fram ed than this m em orable docum ent. 
A ll d isloyalty, all in to lerance, was earnestly  d iscla im ed . T h e  
K in g  w as assured that the Church still w a s, as she had  ever  
b e e n , faithful to  the throne. H e  w as assured also  that the  
B ish ops w ou ld , in  proper p lace  and tim e, as L ords o f  P ar
liam ent and m em bers o f  tho U p p er H ou se  o f  Convocation, 
show  that they  b y  no m eans w anted  ten dern ess for the  con 
scientious scruples o f  D issen ters. B u t Parliam ent h a d , both  
in  th e  late and in the  p resen t re ig n , pronounced  that the  
sovereign  was n o t constitutionally  com p etent to d ispense with  
statutes in  m atters ecclesiastica l. T h e  D eclaration  w as there
fore illegal*, and  the p etition ers cou ld  n o t ,  in prudence, 
h on ou r, or co n sc ien ce , b e parties to th e  so lem n publication  
o f  an illega l D eclaration  in  th e  house o f  G o d , and during the 
tim e o f  divine serv ice.

T h is  paper w as s ig n ed  b y  the  A rchb ishop  and b y  six  o f  
his suffragans, L loyd  o f  S t. A sap h , T urner o f  E ly , Lako  
o f  C h ich ester , K en  o f  B ath  and W e lls , W hite o f  P eter
b o ro u g h , and T relaw n ey  o f  B r isto l. T h e  B ishop  o f  I/ondon , 
b ein g  under su sp en sion , did n ot sign .

Pe tit io n  I t  was now  la te  on F riday even in g: and on Sunday m orning  
«Ten D eclaration  w as to  b e  read  in  the  churches o f  L on d on .
Bufcop» It w as n ecessary  to put the  paper into the K in g ’s hands 
eS'toth« w ithout delay. T h e  six  B ish ops se t o ff for W hitehall. T h e  
K'wf- A rch b ish op , w ho had  lo n g  b een  forbidden the  C ourt, d id  not 

accom pany them . L lo y d , leav in g  his five brethren at tho 
h ou se  o f  L ord  D artm outh in th e  v ic in ity  o f  the p a la ce , w ent 
to S u n derland , and b eg g ed  that m inister to read the  petition , 
and to ascertain  w hen  the  K ing w ou ld  b e  w illing  to rece iv e  it. 
S u n derland , afraid o f  com prom ising h im se lf, refu sed  to look  
at the paper, but w ent im m ediately to th e  royal c lo set. Jam es  
directed  that the  B ish ops shou ld  b e  adm itted . H e  had  heard  
from  his to o l Cartwright that they  w ere  d isposed  to ob ey  the 
royal m and ate , but that they  w ished  for som e little  m odifica
tions in  form , and that they m eant to presen t a hum ble 
req u est to that effect. H is M ajesty w as therefore in very
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good  hum our. W hen they  knelt before h im , h e  graciously  
to ld  them  to r ise , took  the paper from  L lo y d , and said, 
“ T h is is m y L ord  o f  Canterbury’s hand.”  “ Y e s ,S ir , his own  
h an d ,”  w as the answ er. Jam es read  the p etition ; he fo lded  
it up; and his countenance grew  dark. “ T h is ,” h e  said, 
“ is a great surprise to m e. I  did not ex p ect this from your  
Church, especia lly  from  som e o f  you . T h is is a standard  
o f  reb ellio n .”  T h e  B ish ops broke out into passionate pro
fessions o f  loya lty: b u t the K in g , as u su al, rep eated  the sam e  
words over and over. “ I  te ll y o u , this is a standard o f  rebel
lion .” “ R e b e llio n !”  cried  T relaw n ey , fa lling  on his kn ees. 
“ F or G o d ’s sa k e , S ir , do n ot say so hard a thing o f  us. N o  
T relaw ney can be a reb e l. R em em ber that m y fam ily has 
fought for the crow n. R em em ber how  I  served  your M ajesty  
when M onm outh was in  the W est.”  “ W e put dow n the last 
reb e llio n ,”  said  L ake: “ w e shall n ot raise another ,”  “ W e  
rebel I”  excla im ed  T urner; “ wo are ready to d ie at your  
M ajesty’s f e e t .”  “ S ir ,” sa id  K e n , in a  m ore m anly tone, 
“ I h op e that you  w ill grant to  us that liberty  o f  conscience  
which you  grant to  all m ank in d .” S till Jam es w ent on. 
“ T h is is reb ellion . T h is  is a standard o f  reb ellion . D id  
ever a  g o o d  Churchman question  th e  d ispensing pow er b e
fore? H ave n ot som e o f  you preached  for it and written for  
it? It is a standard o f  reb e llio n . I w ill have my D eclaration  
pub lish ed .” “ W e have tw o duties to perform ,”  answ ered  
K en , “ our duty to G o d , and our duty to your M ajesty. W e  
honour y ou : but w e fear G o d .”  “ H ave I  deserved  th is? ”  
said the K in g , m ore and m ore an gry , “ I  who have b een  such  
a friend to your Church I I d id n ot exp ect this from  som e  
o f  you . I  w ill b e  o b eyed . M y D eclaration  shall be published . 
Y ou are trum peters o f  sed ition . W hat do you  do here?  Go 
to your d ioceses and see  that I  am ob ey ed . I  w ill k eep  this 
paper. I  w ill n ot part w ith  it. I  w ill rem em ber you that have  
signed i t .”  “ G od ’s w ill b e  d o n e ,”  said  K en . “ G od  has 
given  m e the  d ispensing p ow er,”  said  the K in g , “ and I w ill 
maintain it. I  te ll you  that there are still seven  thousand  
o f  your Church w ho have n o t bow ed  the k n ee  to B a a l.”  T h e

CIUP.
V I I I .

1638.
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B ish ops resp ectfu lly  retired .*  T h a t very  even in g  the docu
m ent w hich they  had pu t into the hands o f  the K ing appeared  
word for w ord in p rin t, was la id  on th e  tables o f  all the coffee
h o u ses , and was cried  a b ou t th e  streets . E veryw here the  
p eop le  roso  from  their b e d s , and cam e out to stop  the  
haw kers. I t  was sa id  that the  prin ter cleared  a  thousand  
pounds in a few  hours by this penny broad -sid e. T h is  is 
probably  an exaggera tion ; but it is an exaggeration  which  
proves that the  sa le was enorm ous. H ow  th e  petition  g o t  
abroad is still a m ystery. Sancroft declared  that h e had taken  
every precaution  against p ub lication , and  that h e  khew  o f  no 
copy ex cep t that w hich he had h im se lf w ritten , and which  
Jam es had taken out o f  L lo y d ’s hand. T h e  veracity  o f  the 
A rchbishop  is b eyon d  all susp icion. I t  is ,  h o w ev er , b y  no 
m eans im probable that som e o f  the  d iv ines w ho assisted  in 
fram ing the  p etition  m ay have rem em bered  so short a  com po
sition accu rately , and m ay have se n t it to the press. T h e  
prevailing op in ion , h o w ev er , w as that som e person  about 
the K in g  had b een  ind iscreet or treacherous.”  Scarcely  less  
sensation  w as prod u ced  by a short le tter  w hich  w as w ritten  
w ith great pow er o f  argum ent and lan gu a g e , prin ted  secretly , 
and largely  circu lated  on th e  sam e day b y  th e  p o st  and by the  
com m on carriers. A  copy w as sen t to every  clergym an in  the  
k in gdom . T h e  w riter d id  n ot attem pt to d isgu ise  th e  danger  
w hich th o se  w ho d isob ey ed  th e  royal m andate w ou ld  incur: 
b u t ho set forth  in  a  live ly  m anner th e  still greater  danger  
o f  subm ission. “ I f  w e read  the D ec la ra tio n ,”  sa id  h e , “ we 
fall to rise no m ore. W e  fall unpitied  and d esp ised . W e fall 
am idst th e  curses o f  a  nation w hom  our com pliance w ill have 
ru in ed .”  Som e th ou gh t that th is paper cam e from  H ollan d . 
O thers attributed  it to S h erlock . B u t P r id e a u x , D ean  ol 
N orw ich , w ho w as a principal a gen t in distributing it; b elieved  
it to b e  the work o f  H alifax .

T h e  con d u ct o f  th e  prelates w as rapturously ex to lled  by 
the  gen era l v o ice :  but som e murmurs w ere heard . I t  was

• Bancroft's Narrative printed from the T anner M S.; Cillers,
1688.

”  B u rn e t , i .  H t . ;  R evo lu tion  P o lit ic s ;  H igg ins 's  S h o rt View.
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said tbat such grave m en , i f  they  thought them selves bound ^j*IP- 
in con sc ien ce to rem onstrate with the K in g , ought to have~~|6S8'~  
rem onstrated earlier. W as it  fair to him to leave him  in the  
dark till w ithin th irty-six  hours o f  the tim e fixed  for  the  
reading o f  the D eclaration? E ven  i f  he w ished  to revoke the  
O rder in  C ouncil, it was too  late to do so . T h e  inference  
seem ed to b e  that th e  petition  was in ten d ed , n ot to  m ove the  
royal m ind , but m erely  to inflam e the d iscontents o f  th e  
p eop le.*  T h e se  com plaints w ere utterly  groundless. T h e  
K ing had laid  on the B ish ops a  com m and n ew , surprising, 
and em barrassing. I t  w as their  duty to com m unicate w ith  
each o th er , and to ascertain  as far as p ossib le  th e  sense o f  
the profession  o f  w hich  they  w ere the heads before  they took  
any step . T h e y  w ere d ispersed  over the w h ole  k ingdom .
Some of them were distant from others a full week’s journey.
Jam es a llow ed  them  only a fortn ight to  inform  them selves, 
to m eet, to d elib era te , and to d ec id e ; and  he surely had no 
right to think h im se lf a ggrieved  b ecause that fortn ight was 
drawing to a c lo se  before h e  learned  their decision . N or is 
it true that they d id  n ot leave  him  tim e to  revok e his order  
if  he had been  w ise enough to do so . H e  m ight have called  
together his C ouncil on  Saturday m orn ing , and before  night 
it m ight have b een  know n throughout L ondon  and the suburbs 
that he had  y ie ld ed  to the intreaties o f  the  fathers o f  the  
C hurch. T h e  Saturday, h ow ev er , passed  over  w ithout any 
sign o f  re len tin g  on the part o f  the governm ent; and the 
Sunday arrived , a day lo n g  rem em bered

In the City and L iberties o f  L ondon  w ere about a hundred  
parish churches. In on ly  four o f  th ese  w as the O rder in ci«rgr 
Council o b eyed . A t S a in t G regory’s the D eclaration  was the%'/ai 
read by a  d iv ine o f  the nam e o f  M artin. A s soon  as he °rder- 
uttered  th e  first w ords, the w hole congregation  rose  and w ith
drew. A t  Saint M atthew ’s, in  F riday Street, a w retch  nam ed  
T im othy H a ll, w ho had d isgraced  his gow n by acting as 
broker for the  D u ch ess o f  P ortsm outh  in the sale o f  pardons, 
and w ho now  had hopc3 o f  obtain ing the vacant bishopric  
o f  O xford , w as in like m anner left alone in h is church. A t 

• C larke's Life of Jam es the Second, ii. 15J.
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Serjeant’s Inn, in C hancery L an e, the  clerk  preten d ed  that  
h e  had forgotten  to  b ring a cop y; and the C hief Ju stice  o f  the  
K in g ’s B e n c h , w ho had atten d ed  in order to see  that the  
royal m andate was ob eyed , was forced  to content h im self w ith  
this ex cu se . S am u el W esley , th e  father o f  J oh n  and Charles 
W esley , a curate in  L o n d o n , took  for h is te x t  that day the  
n ob le  answ er o f  th e  th ree  Jew s to the Chaldean tyrant. “ B e  
it know n unto thee , O K in g , that w e w ill n ot serve thy god s, 
nor worship the  g o ld en  im age w hich thou hast se t  u p .” E ven  
in th e  chapel o f  Sain t J a m es’s P a lace  the officiating m inister  
had the courage to  d isobey  the  order. T h e  W estm inster  
boys lo n g  rem em bered  w hat took  place that day in the A b b ey . 
S p rat, B ish op  o f  R o ch ester , officiated  there as D ean . A s  
soon  as h e  b egan  to read the  D eclara tion , murmurs and the  
n oise  o f  p eop le  crow ding out o f  the choir drow ned his v o ice . 
H e trem bled  so  v io len tly  that m en saw  the  paper shake in his 
hand. L o n g  before he had  fin ished , the p lace was d eserted  
by all but th o se  w hose situation  m ade it necessary for them  to  
rem ain.*

N ever had the  Church b een  so d ear to the nation as on the  
afternoon o f  that day. T h e  spirit o f  d issen t seem ed  to be  
ex tin ct. B axter  from  h is pu lp it pronounced  an eu logium  on  
the B ish ops and parochial c lergy . T h e  D u tch  m inister, a 
few  hours la ter , w rote to inform  the S tates G eneral that the  
A nglican  priesth ood  had risen  in th e  estim ation o f  the public  
to an in cred ib le  d eg ree . T h e  universal cry o f  th e  N o n co n 
form ists, h e  said, was that they  w ould  rather continue to  lie  
under the penal statutes than separate their cause from  that 
o f  th e  prelates.**

A n other w eek  o f  anxiety  and agitation passed  away. 
Sunday cam e again . A gain  the  churches o f  the capital w ere  
thronged  by hundreds o f  thousands. T h e  D eclaration  was 
read  now here ex cep t at the  very few  p laces w h ere it  had b een

* Citters, I6&S; B urnet, 1.740.; and Lord D artm outh 's note;7 J u n e » ,  ’  *
S ou they 's  L ife o f W esley.

** C itte rs , -,'‘ r  ' 1683.7 JlLDftl,
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read th e  w eek  b efore . T h e  m inister w ho had officiated at 
the chapel in Sain t Jam es’s P a lace  had b een  turned out o f  his 1888i'" 
situation , and a m ore obsequ ious d ivine appeared w ith the  
paper in  his hand: but his agitation was so great that h e  could  
not articu late. In  truth th e  fee lin g  o f  the w hole nation had  
now b ecom e such as none but the very b est  and n o b lest, or 
the very w orst and  basest, o f  m ankind could  w ithout m uch  
discom posure en cou n ter.*

E ven  the  K in g  stood  aghast for a m om ent at the v io len ce  Hejita- 
o f  the tem p est w hich h e  had raised . W hat step  was he n ex t ¡b°°go
to take? H e  m ust either advance or rece d e : and it w as im - ^im
possib le to advance w ithout peril, or to reced e  w ithout humi
liation . A t  on e m om ent h e d eterm ined  to put forth  a second  
order enjoining the clergy in h igh  and angry term s to  publish  
his D eclara tion , and m enacing every one w ho shou ld  be re
fractory w ith instant su sp en sion . T h is order w as drawn up 
and sent to the press, then reca lled , then a secon d  tim e sent 
to the press, then  reca lled  a secon d  time.** A  different plan 
was su ggested  b y  som e o f  those  w ho w ere for rigorous 
m easures. T h e  prelates w ho had sign ed  the petition  m ight 
be c ited  b efore  the E cclesiastica l Com m ission and deprived  
o f  their sees. B u t to this course strong  objections w ere urged  
in C ouncil. I t  had b een  announced  that the H ouses w ould  
be con vok ed  before  th e  end  o f  the year. T h e  L ords would  
assuredly treat the sen ten ce  o f  deprivation as a nullity, would  
insist that Sancroft and his fellow  petitioners should  be sum 
m oned to  P arliam en t, and w ould refuse to  acknow ledge a 
new A rchbishop  o f  Canterbury or a new  B ishop  o f  Bath  and 
W ells . T h u s the  se ss io n , w hich  at b est w as lik ely  to be  
sufficiently storm y, w ould  com m ence with a deadly quarrel 
betw een th e  crown and the peers. I f  therefore it  w ere thought 
neeessary to punish the B ish ops, the punishm ent ou gh t to  be  
inflicted accord in g  to the  known course o f  E nglish  law . 
Sunderland had from  th e beg in n ing  ob jected , as far as he 
dared, to the  O rder in C ouncil. H e  now  su ggested  a course

* Cillers- 3= t! lm- ” lbid- S hT. 1G88-
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w hich, though  n ot free  from  inconven iences, was the m ost 
prudent and th e  m ost d ignified  that a series o f  errors had le ft  
open  to the  governm ent. T h e  K in g  m ight with grace and  
m ajesty announce to the w orld  that h e was d eep ly  hurt by the 
undutiful con d u ct o f  th e  Church o f  E ngland; but that he  
cou ld  n ot forget all the  serv ices ren d ered  b y  that C hurch , in  
trying tim es, to h is fa th er , to his brother, and to h im self; 
that, as a friend  to th e  lib erty  o f  co n sc ien ce , h e  was unw illing  
to  deal sev ere ly  by m en w hom  co n sc ien ce , ill inform ed  
in d e e d , and unreasonably scrupulous, m ight have preven ted  
from  ob ey in g  h is com m ands; and that h e w ould  therefore  
lea v e  the offenders to that punishm ent w hich their  own re 
flections w ou ld  inflict w h en ever they should  calm ly com pare  
their recent acts w ith th e  loya l doctrines o f  w hich they had  
so  lou d ly  b oasted . N o t  on ly  P ow is and B e lla sy se , w ho had  
alw ays b een  for m oderate co u n se ls , but even  D o v er  and  
A ru n d ell, lean ed  tow ards th is proposition . Jeffreys, on the  
other h an d , m aintained that the governm ent w ou ld  b e  d is
graced  i f  such  transgressors as th e  seven  B ish op s w ere  
suffered to escape with a m ere reprim and. H e  d id  not, 
how ever, w ish them  to b e c ited  before the  E cclesiastica l Com
m ission , in  w hich  h e sate as c h ie f  or rather as so le  J u d g e . 
F or th e  load  o f  p ub lic  hatred under which h e  already lay was 
too  m uch even  for his sham eless foreh ead  and obdurate heart; 
and h e shrank from  th e  responsib ility  w hich h e w ould have  
incurred by pronouncing an illega l sen ten ce  on the rulers 
o f  th e  Church and  th e  favourites o f  th e  nation . H e  there
fore recom m ended  a criminal inform ation. I t  was accordingly  
reso lved  that th e  A rchbishop  and the six  other petitioners 
should  b e  brought b efore th e  Court o f  K in g ’s B en ch  on a 
charge o f  sed itiou s lib e l. T h a t they  w ould  b e  con victed  it 
w as scarcely  p ossib le  to d ou b t. T h e  J u d g es and their officers 
w ere too ls o f  the C ourt. S in ce the  o ld  charter o f  the  City 
o f  L on d on  had  b een  fo rfe ited , scarcely  on e prisoner whom  
th e  governm ent was b en t on bringing to punishm ent had  
b een  ab so lved  b y  a  jury . T h e  refractory prelates w ould  
probably  b e  con d em ned  to ruinous lines and to  lon g  im
p risonm ent, and  w ould  b e  g lad  to  ransom  them selves by
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serving, both in and out o f  P arliam ent, the design s o f  the chap 
S overeign .*  “ isssT

On the  tw enty-seventh  o f  M ay it was notified  to th e  B i
shops tha t on the  eighth  o f  Juno they  m ust appear b efore  the  
K ing in C ouncil. W h y so lo n g  an interval was a llow ed  we 
are not in form ed . P erhaps Jam es h op ed  that som e o f  the 
offenders, terrified by his displeasure, m ight subm it before  
the day fixed  for th e  read in g  o f  th e  D eclaration  in their d io 
c e se s , and m ight, in order to m ake their peace  with him, 
persuade their c lergy  to obey his order. I f  such was his hope  
it was signally  d isappoin ted . Sunday the third o f  Ju n e ca m e; 
and all parts o f  E ngland  fo llow ed  the exam plo o f  the capital. 
A lready th e  B ish ops o f  N orw ich , G lou cester , Salisbury, 
W inchester, and E xeter , had sign ed  copies o f  the petition  in  
token o f  their approbation . T h e  B ish op  o f  W orcester  had  
refused to  distribute th e  D eclaration  am ong his c lergy . T h e  
B ishop o f  H ereford  had d istributed it: b u t it was gen erally  
understood that h e was overw helm ed b y  rem orse and shame 
for having d on e so . N o t one parish p riest in fifty com plied  
with th e  O rder in C ouncil. In  the great d iocese o f  Chester, 
including the  county  o f  L a n ca ste r , on ly  three clergym en  
could b e prevailed  on  b y  Cartwright to  ob ey  th e  K ing. In  
the d iocese o f  N orw ich  are m any hundreds o f  parishes. In  
only four o f  th ese  w as th e  D eclaration  read . T h e  courtly  
Bishop o f  R o ch ester  cou ld  n ot overcom e the scruples o f  the 
minister o f  the  ordinary o f  C hatham , w ho d ep en d ed  on the  
governm ent for bread. T h ere  is still extant a pathetic letter  
which this h on est priest sen t to  the Secretary o f  the A d 
miralty. “ I ca n n o t,”  h e  w ro te , “ reasonably ex p ect your  
H onour’s protection . G od ’s w ill be done. I  m ust choose  
suffering rather than s in .” **

On th e  even in g  o f  the eighth  o f  Ju n e the seven  prelates, T h e y  » ro  

furnished b y  the ab lest law yers in  E ngland w ith full a d v ic e ,eI>mineil

• B arillon , i s i l i  168S; CiUers, July Adda
7 J u n e  J .  J u n e  I lf . ’  7 * * ’  J u n e 4 .

Miy 30.
X n8y June -|*j.; Clarke's Life ol Jam es the Second, ii. 158.

"  llu rn e t, i. 710.; Life of P r id ea u i; C itters, June {]. R . 1688;
Tanner SIS.; Life and Correspondence of Pcpys.
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repaired  to the p a la ce , and w ere ca lled  in to  the Council 
cham ber. T h e ir  petition  w as ly in g  on the tab le . T h e  Chan
cellor  took  th e  paper u p , sh ow ed  it  to th e  A rch b ish op , and  
sa id , “ Is this the  paper w hich  your G race w rote, and which  
the six  B ish ops present d elivered  to  h is M a jesty ? ”  Sancroft 
look ed  at the p ap er, turned to the K in g , and sp ok e thus: 
“ S ir , I  stand here  a culprit. I  n ever  w as so b efo re . O nce 
I  little  thought that I  ever  Bhould b e  so . L east o f  all could  I  
th ink  that I should  b e  charged  w ith any offence against m y  
K in g : b u t , sin ce  I  am so unhappy as to  b e  in this situation, 
your M ajesty w ill n o t b e  offen d ed  i f  I  avail m y se lf  o f  m y  
law ful r igh t to  d eclin e  say ing  anyth ing w hich m ay crim inate  
m e .”  “ T h is  is m ere ch ican ery ,”  said  th e  K in g . “ I hope  
that your G race w ill n o t do so ill a th ing as to  d en y  your own  
h an d .”  “ S ir ,”  said  L lo y d , w h ose  stud ies had b een  m uch  
am ong the  casuists, “ all d ivines agree  that a person  situated  
as w e are m ay refuse to answ er such a q u estio n .”  T h e  K ing, 
as slow  o f  understanding as quick  o f  tem per, cou ld  n o t com 
preh en d  w hat the  p relates m eant. H e  p ersisted , and was 
evid en tly  becom in g  very  angry. “ S ir ,”  said  the A rchbishop,
“ I  am n o t b ound  to  accuse m yself. N ev er th e le ss , i f  your  
M ajesty p ositive ly  com m ands m e to an sw er, I  w ill do so in 
the confidence that a  ju s t  and gen erou s prince w ill n o t suffer 
w hat I  say  in ob ed ien ce  to h is orders to b e  brought in evi
den ce against m e .”  “ Y ou  m ust n o t capitulate w ith  your  
S o v ere ig n ,”  sa id  the C hancellor. “ N o ,”  sa id  the  K in g; “ I 
w ill n ot g iv e  any such com m and. I f  you  ch oose  to deny your  
ow n hands, I  have n oth in g  m ore to say to  y o u .”

T h e  B ish op s w ere rep eated ly  sen t ou t into the  ante
cham ber, and repeated ly  called  back  into the Council room .
A t len gth  Jam es positively  com m anded them  to answ er the 
question . H e  d id  n ot exp ressly  engage that their confession  
shou ld  n ot b e  used  against them . B u t they, n o t unnaturally, 
supposed  that, after w hat had  passed , such an engagem ent  
was im plied in  his com m and. Sancroft ack n ow led ged  his 
handw riting; and h is brethren fo llow ed  his exam ple. T h ey  
w ere then  interrogated  about the  m eaning o f  som e w ords in 
the  p etitio n , and about th e  letter  w hich  had b een  circulated
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with so m uch effect all over the k in g d o m : b u t their language cnAP. 
was so guarded  that n oth in g  was ga in ed  b y  the  exam ination . ^¿8; -  
T he C hancellor then to ld  them  that a crim inal inform ation  
would be exh ib ited  against them  in the Court o f  K in g’sB cn ch , 
and called  upon them  to enter into recogn isan ces. T h e y  
refused. T h e y  w ere peers o f  the rea lm , they said . T h e y  
were advised  b y  the  b est law yers in W estm inster B a ll that no  
peer cou ld  b e  requ ired  to  enter in to  a recogn isance in a case 
of lib el; and they  should  n ot think them selves justified  in 
relinquishing the  p riv ilege  o f  their order. T h e  K ing w as so  
absurd as to think h im se lf  personally  affronted  because they  
chose , on a leg a l q u estio n , to  b e  gu id ed  b y  leg a l advice.
“ You b e liev e  ev eryb od y ,”  h e  said, “ rather than m e.”  H e  
was in d eed  m ortified and alarm ed. F o r  h e  had g o n e  so far 
that, i f  they  p ersisted , h e  had  no choice le ft but to send  
them to p rison ; and, though  h e  b y  no m eans foresaw  all the  
consequences o f  such a s te p , lie  foresaw  probably  enough to  
disturb him . T h e y  w ere reso lu te . A  warrant was therefore Th«r «re 
made out d irecting  the  L ieu ten an t o f  the  T ow er to keep  them  '¡¡ito'tbe 
in safe cu sto d y , and a  barge was m anned to convey  them *°*cr> 
down th e  river .*

I t  w as know n a ll over L on d on  that the B ishops w ere before  
the C ouncil. T h e  p ub lic  an xiety  was in tense. A  great m ul
titude filled  the courts o f  W hitehall and all the  neighbouring  
streets. M any p eop le  w ere in the  habit o f  refresh ing them 
selves a t the c lo se  o f  a  sum m er day w ith  th e  cool air o f  the  
T ham es. B u t on  this even in g  the w hole river was a live with  
w herries. W hen  the  S even  cam e forth under a guard , the  
em otions o f  the p eop le  broke through all restraint. T h o u 
sands fe ll on their knees and prayed  aloud for the  m en who  
had, with the Christian courage o f  R id ley  and L atim er, con 
fronted a tyrant inflam ed by all the b igotry o f  M ary. Many 
dashed into the  stream , a n d , up to their waists in oo ze  and  
w ater, cried  to the holy  fathers to b less them . A ll dow n the  
river, from  W hitehall to L ondon  B r id g e , the royal barge  
passed betw een  lines o f  b oats , from  which arose a shout o f  
“ G od b less your L ord sh ip s.” T h e  K in g , in great alarm , gave  

* Sancrofl's N arrative, printed from the Tanner MS.
M acau lay , H is to ry . III. 12
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orders that th e  garrison  o f  the T ow er sh ou ld  b e  d o u b le d , that 
the G uards sh ou ld  be h e ld  ready  for a ctio n , and  that tw o com 
panies shou ld  b e  d etach ed  from  every  reg im en t in the  king
d om , and  sen t up instantly  to L on d on . B u t the  force on 
w hicli h e relied  as the  m eans o f  coercin g  the p eop le  shared all 
the feelings o f  the p eo p le . T h e  very sentin els w ho w ere under  
arms at the T raitors’ G ate reveren tly  asked  for a b lessing  
from  the m artyrs w hom  they w ere to  guard. S ir Edw ard  
H ales was L ieu ten an t o f  the T ow er. H e  w as litt le  inclined  to 
treat h is prisoners w ith  k in dn ess. F o r  h e  w as an apostate  
from  that Church for w hich they su ffered; and h e h e ld  several 
lucrative p osts b y  v irtue o f  that d ispensing pow er against 
w hich  they had p rotested . H e  learn ed  with ind ignation  that 
his so ld iers w ere drinking the health  o f  th e  B ish o p s. H e 
ordered  h is officers to se e  that it w as done no m ore. B u t the  
officers cam e back  w ith  a report that th e  th ing  cou ld  n o t be 
preven ted , and that no other health  was drunk in  the garrison. 
N or was it on ly  b y  carousing that th e  troops sh ow ed  their re
veren ce for the fathers o f  the  Church. T h ere  was such  a 
show  o f  devotion  throughout th e  T ow er that p iou s divines 
thanked  G od  for bringing g o o d  ou t o f  e v il , and  for m aking  
the  p ersecu tion  o f  H is faithful servants the m eans o f  saving  
m any sou ls . A ll day the coach es and liveries o f  th e  first 
n ob les o f  E ngland  w ere se en  round  the prison g a tes. T h o u 
sands o f  hum bler spectators constantly  covered  T o w er  H ill.*  
B u t am ong the  m arks o f  p ub lic  resp ect and sym pathy which  
the  p relates rece iv e d  there w as one w hich m ore than all the  
rest enraged  and alarm ed the K in g . H e  learned  that a d e
putation o f  ten  N onconform ist m inisters had v isited  the  
T o w er . H e  sen t for four o f  th ese  p erson s, and h im se lf up
bra ided  them . T h e y  courageously  answ ered  that they  
thought it the ir  duty to fo rg et past q uarrels, and to stand  b y  
the  m en w ho stood  by the P ro testa n t re lig ion .'*

Scarcely  had the gates o f  the  T o w er  b een  c lo sed  on the 
prisoners w hen an ev en t took  p lace  w hich  in creased  the  public

• B urnet, i. H I . ;  C illers, June A - 11 -168s; L ullre ll’s Diary, Ju n e» .; 
Evelyn’s D iarv; Letter or Dr. Nalson to his w ife, dated June 14., ana 
printed bom  ihe T anner M S.; B eresby’s M emoirs,

*• Keresby’s M emoirs.
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excitem ent. I t  had  been  announced that the Q ueen  d id  not 
expect to b e  d elivered  till Ju ly . B u t, on the day after the l683 
Bishops had appeared before the  C ou n cil, it was observed  
that th e  K in g  seem ed  to  b e  anxious about her state. In the  
evening, h ow ev er , she sa te  p laying cards at W hitehall till 
near m idnight. T h en  sh e w as carried in a sedan to Saint 
Jam es’s P a la c e , w here apartm ents had b een  very hastily  
fitted up for her recep tion . Soon  m essen gers w ere running  
about in all d irections to sum m on physicians and priests,
Lords o f  the C ouncil, and L ad ies o f  th e  B edcham ber. In  a 
few hours m any pub lic functionaries and w om en o f  rank w ere  
assem bled in th e  Q u een ’s room . T h e r e , on the m orning o f  
Sunday, the tenth o f  J u n e , a day lo n g  kept sacred  b y  the too  
faithful adherents o f  a  bad  cau se , w as born the  m ost unfor
tunate o f  p r in ces , d estin ed  to seven ty -seven  years o f  ex ile  
and w an d erin g , o f  vain p ro jec ts , o f  honours m ore ga llin g  
than in su lts, and o f  hopes such as m ake th e  heart sick.

T h e  calam ities o f  th e  poor ch ild  had begun before his n« Is 
birth. T h e  nation  over  w h ich , accord in g  to the ordinary ""¡e”  a 
course o f  su cc ess io n , h e  w ould have re ig n e d , was fully  per- 
suaded that his m other was n ot really  pregnant. B y w hatever com. 
evidence the  fact o f  h is birth had been  p ro v ed , a considerable  
number o f  p eop le  w ould  probably have p ersisted  in m aintain
ing that the Jesu its had p ractised  som e sk ilfu l sle igh t o f  hand: 
and the ev id en ce , partly from  a cc id en t, partly from  gross 
m ism anagem ent, w as open to som e objections. M any per
sons o f  both  se x es w ere in the royal bedcham ber w hen the  
child first saw the  ligh t; but none o f  them  enjoyed  any large  
measure o f  p u b lic  con fidence. O f  the Privy Councillors pre
sent h a lf  w ere R om an C atholics; and those  who ca lled  them 
selves P rotestants w ere gen era lly  regarded  as traitors to their 
country and th e ir  G od . M any o f  the w om en in attendance  
were F ren ch , Ita lian , and P o rtu gu ese . O f  the E nglish  lad ies  
som e w ere P a p is ts , and som e w ere the w ives o f  P ap ists . Som e  
persons w ho w ere peculiarly  en titled  to b e p resen t, and w hose  
testim ony w ould  have satisfied all m inds a ccessib le  to  reason, 
were absent; and for their absence the  K in g  w as held  re
sponsible. T h e  P rin cess A n n e w as, o f  all th e  inhabitants o f

12*
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the islan d , the m ost d eep ly  in terested  in  the  event. H er sex  
and her exp erien ce  qualified  her to act a s  the  guardian o f  her 
sister’s birthright and her ow n. S h e had con ceived  strong  
susp icions w hich w ere daily  confirm ed b y  circum stances 
trilling or im aginary. S h e  fancied  that the  Q u een  carefully  
shunned  her scru tin y , and ascribed  to gu ilt a reserve which  
was perhaps the eiTect o f  delicacy.* In this tem per A n n e had 
determ ined  to b e  p resent and v ig ilan t w hen the critical day 
shou ld  arrive. B u t she had n ot thought it n ecessary to b e  at 
her post a m onth b efore  that d a y , and h a d , in com p lian ce , it 
was sa id , with her father’s a d v ice , go n e  to drink th e  Bath  
w aters. S an cro ft, w hoso great p lace  m ade it  h is duty to 
a tten d , and  on  w hose prob ity  the nation p laced  entire re
lia n ce , had a few  hours before b een  sen t to the T ow er by 
Jam es. T h e  H y d es w ere the proper protectors o f  th e  rights  
o f  the  tw o P r in cesses. T h e  D utch  A m bassador m ight b e  r e 
garded  as the  rep resentative o f  W illiam , w h o , as first prince  
o f  the b lo o d  and con sort o f  the K in g ’s e ld est dau gh ter, had a 
deep  in terest in  w hat w as passing. Jam es n ev er  thought o f  
sum m oning any m em b er , m ale or fem ale , o f  the  fam ily o f  
H y d e; nor w as the  D utch  A m bassador inv ited  to b e  present.

P oster ity  has fu lly  acq u itted  the K in g  o f  th e  fraud which  
his p eo p le  im puted to  him . B u t it is  im possib le to  acquit him 
o f  fo lly  and perverseness such as explain  and excu se  th e  error 
o f  his contem poraries. H e  was perfectly  aware o f  th e  suspi
cions w hich w ere abroad.** H e  ought to  have know n that 
those  suspicions w ould n ot b e d isp elled  by th e  ev id en ce  o f  
m em bers o f  th e  Church o f  R o m e, or o f  persons w h o , though  
they  m ight call them selves m em bers o f  the Church o f  E ngland, 
had  show n them selves ready to  sacrifice the in terests o f  the  
Church o f  E ngland  in order to obtain h is favour. T h a t he 
w as taken  by surprise is tru e. B u t h e  had tw elve hours to 
m ake his arrangem ents. H o found no d ifficulty in crowding  
S t. J a m es’s P a lace  w ith b igo ts and sycophants on w hose word  
the nation  p laced  no reliance. I t  w ould  have b een  qu ite  as

* Correspondence between Anne and M ary, in D alryinple; Cla
rendon's Diary, Oct. SI. 1688.

•* This is clear from Clarendon's Diary, Oct. 31. 1688,
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easy to procure the attendance o f  som e em inent persons w hose  
attachm ent to the P rin cesses and to th e  established religion  
was unquestionab le.

A t a later p er io d , w hen h e had paid dearly for his fo o l
hardy contem pt o f  p ub lic  o p in ion , it was the  fashion at Saint 
Germains to excu se  him  by throw ing the  blam e on others. 
Some J a co b ites charged  A nne with having purposely  kept out 
o f the w ay. N a y , th ey  w ere n ot asham ed to say that Sancroft 
had provok ed  th e  K in g  to send  him  to the  T o w e r , in order  
that th e  ev id en ce  w hich w as to confound th e  calum nies o f  the  
m alccontents m ight b e  defective .*  T h e  absurdity o f  these  
im putations is pa lpable . C ould A nne or Sancroft possibly  
have foreseen  that th e  Q u een ’s calcu lations w ould turn out to 
be erroneous b y  a w h ole  m onth? H ad  those  calculations been  
correct, A n n e w ou ld  have b een  back from  B a th , and Sancroft 
would have b een  out o f  the  T o w e r , in am ple tim e for the 
birth. A t  all events the  m aternal uncles o f  the K in g’s 
daughters w ere n eith er  at a distance n or in a prison. T h e  
same m essen ger w ho sum m oned the w hole b evy  o f  renegades, 
D ov er , P eter b o r o u g h , M urray, S u n derland , andM ulgrave, 
could ju s t  as easily  have sum m oned C larendon. I f  they w ere  
Privy C ouncillors, so w as h e . H is house w as in Jcrm yn  
Street, n o t two hundred yards from  the cham ber o f  tlieQ u ccn . 
Y et he w as le ft  to  learn at S t. J am es’s  C hurch, from the ag i
tation and w hispers o f  the con gregation , that his n iece  had  
ceased to b e  h eiress p resum ptive o f  the crown.** W as it a  
disqualification that h e was the  near kinsm an o f  the  P rincesses  
o f Orange and D enm ark? Or w as it  a disqualification that he  
was unalterably a ttached  to th e  Church o f  England?

T h e  cry o f  the  w hole nation was that an im posture had  
been practised . P ap ists h ad , during som e m onths, b een  
pred icting, from  the pulpit and through th e  p ress, in prose  
and v erse , in English  and L atin , that a P rince  o f  W ales 
would b e  g iven  to the  prayers o f  the C hurch; and they  had  
now accom plished  their ow n prophecy. E very  w itness who 
could n o t b e  corrupted or d eceived  had b een  stu d iou sly  cx-

• C larke’s Life of Jam es the Second, ii. 159, ICO.
** Clarendon's Diary, June 10 .1683.

CHAP.
vm .
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c h a p . elu d ed . A n n e had b een  tricked  into v isitin g  B ath . The 
1 Prim ate h a d , on  the  very  day preced in g  that w hich h ad  been  

fixed  for th e  v illa n y , b een  sen t to prison in defiance o f  the 
rules o f  law and o f  the  p riv ileges o f  p eerage. N o t a  single  
man or wom an w ho had the  sm allest in terest in d etectin g  the 
fraud had b een  suffered  to b e  p resen t. T h e  Q ueen  had been  
rem oved  su d d en ly  and at the  dead  o f  n igh t to  S t. Jam es’s 
P a la c e , b ecau se  that b u ild in g , less com m odious for honest 
purposes than W h iteh a ll, had  som e room s and passages well 
su ited  for the p urpose o f  the J esu its . T h e r e , am idst a circle 
o f  zea lo ts w ho thought noth in g  a crim e that ten d ed  to prom ote 
the in terests o f  ih e ir  C hurch , and o f  courtiers w ho thought 
n oth in g  a  crim e that ten d ed  to enrich and aggrand ise them 
se lv e s , a new  born  ch ild  had  b een  in troduced  into the  royal 
b e d , and then h anded  round in trium ph, as heir o f  th e  three  
kingdom s. H eated  by such su sp ic ion s, susp icions unjust, it 
is tru e , but not a ltogeth er  unnatural, m en thronged  more 
eagerly  than ever to pay their h om age to th e  saintly victim s of 
th e  tyrant w h o , h aving lo n g  foully  injured h is p eo p le , had 
now  filled  up th e  m easure o f  his in iquities b y  m ore fou lly  in
ju r in g  his ch ild ren .’

T h e  P rin ce  o f  O ra n g e , not h im se lf  suspecting any trick, 
and n o t nware o f  th e  sta te  o f  p ub lic  fee lin g  in  England, 
ordered  prayers to b e  said u n d er h is own ro o f  for h is little 
b rother-in -law , and sen t Z u leste in  to L on d on  with a formal 
m essage o f  congratu lation . Z u leste in , to his am azem ent, 
found  all the p eop le  whom  he m et op en  m outhed  about the 
infam ous fraud ju st  com m itted b y  the J e su its , and saw  every  
hour som e fresh  pasquinade on the  pregnancy and the  deli
very . H e  soon  w rote to the H ague that n ot on e person  in ten 
b eliev ed  the  ch ild  to have b een  born  o f  the Q u een .”

* Johnstone gives in a very few words ail excellent sum m ary of the 
case against the King. “ The generality of people conclude a lP is  a 
tr ick ; because they say the reckoning is changed, the l'rinccss sent 
aw ay , none of the Clarendon family nor the Dutch Am bassador sent for, 
the suddenness of the th ing , the serm o n s, the confidence of the priests, 
the hurry .” June 13.1688.

* Ronquillo , ^  Ronquillo adds, that what Zulestein said of the 
state  of public opinion was strictly true.
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T h e dem eanour o f  the seven  prelates m eanw hile cvi!,'J{’- 
strengthened the in terest w hich their situation excited . O n — 
the even in g  o f  th e  B lack  F riday , as it w as ca lled , on  w hich  
they w ere com m itted , they reached  their prison ju st  at the  
hour o f  d iv ine serv ice . T h e y  instantly h asten ed  to the  chapel.
It chanced  that in  the secon d  lesson  w ere th ese  w ords: “ In  
all th ings approving ourselves as the  m inisters o f  G o d , in 
much p a tie n c e , in a fflic tion s, in d istresses, in stripes, in im 
prisonm ents.”  A ll zealous C hurchm en w ere deligh ted  by this 
co in cid en ce, and rem em bered  how  m uch com fort a similar 
coincidence had g iv e n , near forty years b efo re , to Charles 
the F irst a t the  tim e o f  h is death.

On the  even in g  o f  the n ext d a y , Saturday the  n in th , a 
letter cam e from  Sunderland en join ing the  chaplain o f  the 
T ow er to read  th e  D eclaration  during d ivine serv ice on the  
follow ing m orning. A s the  tim e fixed  by th e  O rder in Council 
for the read in g  in L ondon  had lon g  exp ired , this proceed ing  
o f the govern m en t cou ld  b e  con sid ered  only as a personal 
insult o f  the  m ean est and m ost ch ild ish  kind to the venerable  
prisoners. T h e  chaplain refused  to  co m p ly : he was dism issed  
from his situation; and the chapel was shut u p .'

T h e  B ish ops edified  all w ho approached them  by the firm- 
ness and ch eerfu lness w ith w hich they endured confinem ent, brought 
by the m odesty  and m eek n ess w ith w hich they rece ived  the King's lh° 
applauses and b lessin gs o f  th e  w h ole  n a tion , and by the loyal Bench 
attachm ent w hich they  professed  for the  persecutor who bsiied. 
Bought their d estru ction . T h e y  rem ained on ly  a w eek  in 
custody. On F riday  the  fifteenth o f  J u n e , the first day o f  
term , they  w ere brought b efore the K in g’s B en ch . A n im 
m ense throng  aw aited their  com ing. From  th e landing-place  
to the Court o f  R eq u ests  they  passed  through a lane o f  sp ec
tators w ho b lessed  and applauded them . “ F r ien d s ,”  said  
the prisoners as they  p assed , “ h on ou r th e  K in g; and re 
m em ber us in your prayers.”  T h ese  hum ble and p io u s  e x 
pressions m oved the  hearers, even  to tears. W hen  at length  
the procession had m ade its w ay through the crow d into the  
presence o f  th e  J u d g e s , th e  A ttorney G eneral exh ib ited  the  

Cillers June Ji- 16SS; Lutlrell’s Diary, June 18.
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inform ation w hich h e had  b een  com m anded to prep are, and 
m oved that th e  defendants m ight b e  ordered  to  p lead . Tho  
counsel on  the o th e rsid e  o b je c te d  that the B ishops had been  
unlaw fully com m itted, and w ere therefore n ot regularly  beforo  
the Court. T h e  question  w hether a p eer  cou ld  be required  
to  en ter into recogn isan ces on a charge o f  lib e l w as argued at 
g rea t le n g th , and d ec id ed  b y  a m ajority o f  the J u d g es  in 
favour o f  the crow n. T h e  prisoners then p lead ed  N o t G uilty. 
T h a t day fortn igh t, tho tw enty-ninth o f  J u n e , w as fixed  for 
their  trial. In  th e  m eantim e th ey  w ere a llow ed  to b e a t largo 
on their own recogn isan ces. T h e  crown law yers acted  pru
dently  in  n ot requiring su reties. F o r  H alifax  had arranged  
that tw enty-one tem poral peers o f  th e  h igh est consideration  
should  b e  ready to p u t in b a il, three for each  d efen dan t; and 
such a m anifestation o f  the fee lin g  o f  th e  nob ility  w ou ld  have 
b een  no sligh t b low  to th e  governm ent. I t  w as a lso  know n  
that on e o f  th e  m ost opu lent D issen ters o f  the  C ity had  
b eg g ed  that h e  m ight have tho honour o f  g iv in g  security  for 
K en.

T h e  B ish ops w ere now  perm itted  to depart to their own 
hom es. T h e  com m on p e o p le , w ho did n o t understand the 
nature o f  the  leg a l p roceed in gs w hich h ad  taken  p lace  in the 
K in g’s B e n c h , and  w ho saw  that their favourites had been  
brought to  W estm inster H all in custody and w ere suffered  to  
g o  aw ay in  freed o m , im agined  that the  g o o d  cause w as pro
sp ering . L oud  acclam ations w ere raised . T h o  steep les o f  
the churches sen t forth  jo y o u s peals. Sprat w as am azed  to 
hear th e  b e lls  o f  bis ow n A b b ey  r in g in g  m errily . H e  prom ptly  
silen ced  them : but his in terference caused  m uch angry m ut
tering. T h e  B ish ops found it d ifficult to escape from  the  
im portunate crow d o f  their w ell-w ishers. L lo y d  w as detained  
in  P a lace  Y ard  b y  adm irers w ho stru ggled  to touch  h is hands 
and to k iss the sk irt o f  his r o b e , till C laren d on , w ith som e  
difficu lty , rescu ed  him  and con veyed  him hom e by a b ye path. 
Cartw right, it is sa id , w as so unw ise as to m ingle w ith the  
crow d. Som e person  w ho saw  his ep iscopal habit asked  and 
rece ived  h is b lessin g . A  bystan d er cried  o u t, “ D o  you  know  
w ho b lessed  y o u ? ”  “ S u r e ly ,” sa id  h e  w ho had ju st  b een
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honoured by th e  b en ed iction , “ it was on e o f  the S e v e n .”  
“ N o ,”  sa id  the other; “ it is the P op ish  B ish op  o f  C hester.”  
“ P opish  d o g ,” cried  the enraged  P rotestant; “ take you r  
blessing back  a g a in .”

Such  w as the  con cou rse , and such  the a g ita tion , that the  
D utch A m bassador w as surprised to see the day clo se  w ithout 
an insurrection . T h e  K ing had b een  b y  no m eans at ease. 
In order that h e  m ight be ready to suppress any disturbance, 
lie had p assed  th e  m orning in  review ing several battalions o f  
infantry in  H yd e P ark . It is , h ow ever, by no m eans certain  
that his troops w ould  have stood  by him  i f  h e  had n eed ed  their  
services. W h en  Sancroft reach ed  L am b eth , in the after
noon , h e  found  the grenad ier gu ard s, w ho w ere quartered  
in that suburb, assem bled  b efore the gate o f  his palace. T h ey  
formed in two lines on  his r ight and le f t , and asked  his b en e
diction as ho w ent through them . H e with difficulty prevented  
them from  ligh tin g  a bonfire in honour o f  his return to his 
dw elling. T h ere  w ere , h ow ev er , m any bonfires that even ing  
in the City. T w o  R om an Catholics w ho w ere so indiscreet as 
to beat som e b oys for  jo in in g  in th ese  rejoicings w ere se ized  
by the m ob, stripped n a k e d , and  ignom iniously branded. *

Sir E dw ard H ales now  cam e to dem and fees from  those  
who had la te ly  b een  his prisoners. T h e y  refused  to pay any
thing for  a d eten tion  w hich they regarded  as illega l to an 
officer w hose com m ission w a s , on  their prin cip les, a nullity. 
T h e L ieutenant h in ted  very in te llig ib ly  that, i f  they cam e 
into h is hands aga in , they should  b e  put into heavy irons and 
should lie  on  bare ston es. “ W e are under our K in g ’s d is
p leasu re ,"  was the answ er; “ and m ost d eep ly  do w e fee l it:  
but a fe llow  subject w ho threatens us does bu t lo se  his 
breath .”  I t  i3 easy to im agine w ith w hat indignation the  
p eo p le , ex c ited  as they  w ere , m ust have learned that a re
negade from  the P rotestant fa ith , w ho held  a com m and in 
defiance o f  the  fundam ental laws o f  E n g lan d , had dared to

‘ For the events of this day see the State T ria ls; C larendon’s D iary; 
Lultrell’s D ia ry ; C ltters, June R . ; Johnstone, June IS ,; Revolution 
Politics,
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m enace divines o f  v en erab le  age  and d ign ity  w ith  all th e  bar
barities o f  L ollard ’s T o w er . *

B efo re  th e  day o f  trial th e  agitation  had spread to the  
farth est corners o f  the  island. From  Scotland  the  B ishops  
rece ived  letters assuring them  o f  the sym pathy o f  th e  P resb y 
terians o f  that country, so lon g  and so b itterly  h ostile  to p re
lacy.** T h e  p eo p le  o f  C ornw all, a fierce , b o ld , and ath letic  
ra ce , am ong w hom  there w as a  stronger provincia l feelin g  
than in  any other part o f  the  rea lm , w ere greatly  m oved  by 
the  danger o f  T r e la w n ey , w hom  th e y  reveren ced  less as a 
ruler o f  the Church than as the  head  o f  an honourable house, 
and th e  heir through tw en ty  descen ts o f  ancestors w ho had 
b een  o f  great n o te  before the N orm ans had se t fo o t on  E nglish  
ground . A ll over  th e  county th e  peasants chanted  a ballad of 
w hich th e  burden is still rem em bered:

“ And shall Trelawney die, and shall Trelawney die?
Then thirty thousand Cornish boys will know the reason why."

T h e  m iners from  their caverns reech o ed  the  so n g  with a varia
tion:

“ Then twenty thousand under ground will know the reason why.” *'* 

T h e  rustics in m any parts o f  the country lou d ly  expressed  
a strange h op e w hich had  n ever ceased  to liv e  in the ir  hearts. 
T h eir  P rotestant D u k e, their b e lo v ed  M onm outh, w ould  sud
d en ly  appear, w ould  lead  them  to victor)', and w ould tread  
dow n the K in g  and the Jesu its under his f e e t .f

T h e  m inisters w ere appalled . E ven  J eflrey s w ould  gladly  
have retraced  h is step s. H e  charged  C larendon with friendly  
m essages to the B ish o p s , and threw  on  others th e  blam e o f  
the prosecution  w hich h e  had h im self recom m ended . Sunder
land again  ventured  to recom m end con cession . T h e  late  
auspicious b ir th , h e  sa id , had furnished  the K in g  with an 
e x ce llen t opportunity o f  w ithdraw ing from  a position  full o f  
danger and in con ven ien ce  w ithout incurring the reproach o f  

* Johnstone, June IS. 16S8; Evelyn’s Diary, June 29.
*• T anner MS.

*** This fact was com m unicated to me in the m ost obliging m anner 
by the Reverend It. S. Hawker of-Morwcnslow in Cornwall.

+ Johnstone, June 18. 168S.
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tim idity or o f  caprice. On such happy occasions it had  b een  c h a p . 

usual for sovere ig n s to m ake the  hearts o f  subjects g lad  by — ¡68d’~  
acts o f.c lem e n c y ; and noth ing cou ld  be m ore advantageous 
to the  P r in ce  o f  W ales than that h e  sh ou ld , w hile still in his 
cradle, b e  the p eacem aker betw een  his father and the ag ita ted  
nation. B u t  th e  K in g ’s resolu tion  was fixed . “ I will g o  on ,” 
h e said . “ I  have b een  on ly  too  in d ulgent. In d u lgen ce  
ruined m y fa th er .” * T h e  artful m in ister found that h is ad- 
vice had b een  form erly taken only because it had been  stiaped sumtcr- 
to su it th e  royal tem p er , and th a t, from  the m om ent at w hich ljnli' 
he b egan  to counsel w e ll, he began to cou n sel in vain. H e  
had show n som e sign s o f  slackn ess in the p roceed in g  against 
M agdalene C o llege . H e  had  recen tly  attem pted  to  convince  
the K ing tb a tT y r co n n e l’s schem e o f  confiscating the property  
o f  the E n glish  co lon ists in Ireland  w as full o f  danger, and had, 
w ith the  help  o f  P ow is and B e lla sy se , so far su cceed ed  that 
the execu tio n  o f  the design  had been  p o stp on ed  for another 
year. B u t this tim idity and scrupulosity  had ex c ited  d isgust 
and susp icion  in  the roya l m ind .*’ T h e  day o f  retribution  had  
arrived. Sunderland  was in  the sam e situation in which his 
rival R och ester  had b een  som e m onths b efore . E ach  o f  the  
two statesm en in turn ex p erien ced  the m isery o f  clutching, 
with an agon iz in g  g rasp , pow er w hich was perceptib ly  slip 
p ing aw ay. Each in turn saw h is su ggestion s scornfu lly  
rejected . B oth  endured  the  pain o f  read ing d isp leasure and 
distrust in the cou n tenan ce and dem eanour o f  their m aster; 
yet both  w ere by their country held  responsib le  for those  
crim es and errors from  which they had vainly endeavoured  to  
dissuade him . W hile  he su sp ected  them  o f  trying to  win  
popularity a t the ex p en se  o f  h is authority and d ig n ity , the 
public v o ic e  lou d ly  accu sed  them  o f  trying to win h is favour  
at the  ex p en se  o f  their  ow n honour and o f  the g en era l w eal.
Y et, in  sp ite  o f  m ortifications and h u m ilia tions, they  both  
clung to office w ith the  gripe o f  drow ning m en . B o th  at-

' Adda- “  16ss'
Sunderland 's own narrative is , of c ou rse , not to be implicitly 

trusted, b u t he vouched Godolphiu as a witness of what tooh place 
respecting the Irish  Act of Settlem ent.
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tem pted  to propitiate the  K in g  b y  affecting a w illingness to be 
recon ciled  to h is Church. B u t there w as p o in t at which 
R och ester  w as determ ined  to  stop . H e  w ent to the verg e  o f  
apostasy: but there h e  reco iled : and the w orld , in  considera
tion o f  th e  firm ness w ith w hich h e  refu sed  to take the  final 
ste p , granted  him  a  liberal am nesty  for all form er com 
p liances. S u n d erlan d , less  scrupulous and less  sensib le  o f  
sh am e, reso lv ed  to  a tone for h is la te  m oderation , and to  
recover  the royal con fid en ce, by an act w h ich , to  a m ind im 
p ressed  w ith  the  im portance o f  relig iou s tru th , m ust have  
appeared  to b e  o n e  o f  the  m ost flagitious o f  crim es, and which  
even  m en o f  the w orld  regard  as th e  la st ex cess o f  b a sen ess. 
A b ou t a w eek  b efore the day fixed  for  the great tria l, it was 
public ly  announced  that h e w as a P apist. T h e  K in g  talked  
w ith d eligh t o f  this trium ph o f  d iv ine grace . C ourtiers and  
en voys k ep t their countenances as w ell as they  could  w hile the  
ren egad e p rotested  that h e  had b een  lo n g  con vin ced  o f  the  
im possib ility  o f  find ing salvation  ou t o f  the com m union of  
R om e, and that h is con sc ien ce  w ould  n ot le t  him  rest till he 
h e had ren ou n ced  the heresies in  w hich h e  had b een  brought 
up. T h e  new s spread fast. A t all the  co flee-h ou ses it was 
to ld  how  the  prim e m inister o f  E n g la n d , h is  fe e t  b are , and a 
taper in his h an d , had rep aired  to  the  royal chapel and  
k n o ck ed  hum bly for adm ittance: how  a priestly  v o ic e  from  
w ithin  had dem anded  w ho w as there; how  Sunderland had  
m ade answ er that a p oor sinner w ho hail lon g  w andered  from  
th e  true Church im plored her to rece iv e  and to  ab so lve  h im ; 
how  th e doors w ere op en ed ; and how  th e  n eop h yte  partook  
o f  th e  h o ly  m ysteries.*

T h is scandalous apostasy  cou ld  n o t but h eigh ten  the  in
terest w ith w hich the nation  lo o k ed  forw ard to the  day when  
the  fate o f  the  seven  brave confessors o f  the E nglish  Church  
w as to b e  d ec id ed . T o  pack a  jury  w as now  the great ob ject 
o f  th e  K in g . T h e  crow n law yers w ere ord ered  to m ake strict 
inquiry as to th e  sentim ents o f  the  persons w ho w ere re-

„ „  J u n e  21 .  J u n e 2 8 .  ,  J u n e 2 9 .  J u n e  2 6 .  _ ,
* Barillon, , , , , , „  1 6 S 8 ; Adda, -- -- -  - e n te rs , -7-.—■ - ;  John-’ J u l y  1. J u l y  8 .  * ’ J u ty i » .  ’ J u l y G .  *

slone, July 2 . (688; The Converts, a poem .
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gistered in the freeh old ers’ b ook . S ir Sam uel A stry , Clerk 
o f  the Crown, w hose duty it  w as, in cases o f  this description, 
to se lec t  the  n am es, was sum m oned to the  palace, and had  
an interview  w ith  Jam es in the  presen ce o f  the Chancellor.*  
Sir Sam uel seem s to have done h is b est. F or, am ong the  
forty-eigh t persons whom  h e n om in ated , w ere said  to  be  
several servants o f  the  K in g , and severa l Bom an Catholics.** 
B ut as th e  counsel for  the  B ish ops had a right to strike off  
tw elv e , these  p ersons w ere rem oved . T h e  crown lawyers 
also struck o ff  tw elve. T h o  list was thus reduced  to tw enty- 
four. T h e  first tw elve w ho answ ered  to their names w ere to  
try the issue.

On the  tw enty-n in th  o f  J u n e , W estm inster H a ll, O ld and  
N ew  P a la ce  Y ard, and  all the neighbouring streets to a great 
distance w ere thronged  w ith p eo p le . Such  an auditory had  
never before and  has never sin ce  b een  assem bled  in the Court 
o f K in g’s B e n c h . T h irty-five tem poral peers o f  the realm  
were counted  in th e  crowd.***

A ll the four J u d g es  o f  th e  Court w ere on the  bench . 
W right, w ho p resided , had b een  raised  to his h igh p lace over  
the heads o f  m any abler and m ore learned  m en so le ly  on 
account o f  h is unscrupulous serv ility . A llib o n e  was a P a
p ist, and ow ed h is situation to that d ispensing p ow er, the 
legality  o f  w hich w as now  in question . H ollow ay had hitherto  
been  a serv iceab le to o l o f  the governm ent. E ven  P ow ell, 
w hose character for honesty  stood  h ig h , had borne a part in 
som e p roceed in gs w hich  it is im possible to d efen d . H e had, 
in the great case o f  S ir E dw ard H a le s , w ith som e hesitation, 
it is tru e , and a fter  som e d e la y , concurred w ith the m ajo
rity o f  th e  b en ch , and  had thus brought on his character  
a stain w hich h is honourable conduct on this day com pletely  
effaced.

T h e  cou n sel w ere by no m eans fairly m atched . T h e  
governm ent had  requ ired  from  its law officers serv ices so  
odious and d isgracefu l that all the ab lest jurists and advocates

Cha p .
Vlll.
166S.

* Clarendon’s D iary , June 2 1 .1688.
’* C ille rs , 1688. *•' Johnstone, July 2. 1688.
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o f  th e  T ory parly h ad , one after an oth er , refused  to com ply, 
and  h ad  been  d ism issed  from  their em ploym ents. S ir T hom as  
Pow is, the A ttorn ey  G en eral, was scarcely  o f  the  third rank 
in his pro fession . S ir W illiam  W illiam s, the S o lic itor  G e
neral, had  quick parts and dauntless courage: b u t h e  w anted  
discretion ; h e  loved  w rangling; ho had  no com m and over his 
tem per; and he w as hated  and d esp ised  b y  all p o litica l parties. 
T h e  m ost consp icuous assistants o f  the A ttorney and S olicitor  
w ere S erjeant T r in d er , a R om an C a th o lic , and S ir B artho
lom ew  S h o w er , R eco rd er  o f  L o n d o n , w ho had som e legal 
learning, but w h ose  fulsom e ap o log ies and en d less repetitions  
w ere the  je s t  o f  W estm inster H all. T h e  govern m en t had  
w ished  to secure th e  serv ices o f  M aynard: but h e  had plainly  
d eclared  that h e  cou ld  n o t in co n sc ien ce  do w hat was asked  
o f  him.*

On the other sid e  w ere arrayed alm ost all the em inent 
forensic  ta len ts o f  the age . Saw yer and F in c h , w h o , at the  
tim e o f  the accession  o f  Jam es, had  b een  A ttorney and S o li
c itor G en eral, and w h o , during the persecution  o f  the  W higs  
in the la tere ig n , had served  the  crown w ith but too  m uch v e h e 
m ence and su ccess, w ere o f  counsel for the defen dan ts. W ith  
them  w ere jo in e d  two persons w h o , since age had dim inished  
the activ ity  o f  M aynard , w ere reputed  the tw o b est law yers 
that cou ld  b e  found  in  the  Inns o f  C ourt: P em b erto n , who 
h a d , in th e  tim e o f  Charles the  S e c o n d , b een  C h ief Ju stice  o f  
the K in g ’s B ench , w ho had b een  rem oved  from h is h igh place  
on account o f  h is hum anity and m oderation , and w ho had re
sum ed his p ractice at th e  bar; and  P o llex fen , w ho had long  
b een  at the head  o f th e  W estern  c ircu it, and w h o , though he 
had  incurred m uch unpopularity b y  h o ld in g  briefs for the 
crow n at th e  B lo o d y  A ss iz e s , and particularly b y  appearing  
against A lice  L is le , was know n to  b e  at heart a W h ig , i f  not a 
republican. S ir C resw ell L ev inz was also th ere , a man o f  
great k n ow led ge and e x p er ien ce , but o f  singularly tim id na
ture. H e  had b een  rem oved  from  the bench som e years be
fo re , b ecau se h e  w as afraid to serve  the purposes o f  the 
govern m en t. H e  w as now  afraid to appear as the advocate o f 

* Johnslonc, July 2. iO S 8.
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the B ish o p s , and had at first refused  to  rece iv e  their retainer: 
but it had  b een  intim ated  to him b y  th e  w hole b od y  o f  at
torneys who em p loyed  him  th a t, i f  be d eclined  this b r ie f, be 
should never  have another.*

Sir G eorge T r eb y , an ab le and zea lou s W h ig , who had  
been R eco rd er  o f  L on d on  under the o ld  charter, w as on the  
6amc sid e . S ir  Joh n  H o lt , a  still m ore em inent W h ig  lawyer, 
was not retained  for the  d e fen ce , in c o n se q u e n c e , it should  
seem , o f  som e preju dice con ceived  against him by Sancroft, 
but w as privately con su lted  on the  case b y  the B ishop  o f  L o n 
don.** T h e  ju n io r  cou n sel for the B ish ops was a young bar
rister nam ed J o h n  Som ers. H e  had no advantages o f  birth  
or fortune; nor had he y e t  had any opportun ity  o f  d istinguish- 

; in g h im se lf  b efore th e  eyes o f  th e  public: bu t his g en iu s , his 
industry, h is great and various accom plishm ents, w ere w ell 
known to  a sm all c irc le  o f  friends; an d , in sp ite o f  his W h ig  
op in ions, h is p ertin en t and lu cid  m ode o f  argu ing and the  
constant propriety  o f  his dem eanour had  already secu red  to 
him the ear o f  the Court o f  K in g’s B en ch . T h e  im portance o f  
obtaining h is serv ices had b een  stron gly  rep resen ted  to the  
Bishops by J o h n sto n e; and P o llex fen , it is said, had d eclared  
that no m an in W estm inster H all was so w ell qualified to treat 
a h istorical and  constitutional question  as Som ers.

T h e  jury  w as sw orn; it  con sisted  o f  persons o f  h igh ly  re
spectable station. T h e  forem an w as S ir R o g er  L an gley , a 
baronet o f  o ld  and honourab le fam ily. W ith him  w ere jo in e d  
a knight and ten  e sq u ir e s , several of whom  are known to have 
been m en o f  large p o ssess io n s. T h ere  w ere som e N on con 
formists in th e  n um ber; for the B ishops had w isely  reso lved  
not to show  any d istrust o f  the  P rotestan t D issen ters. One 
name ex c ited  considerable alarm, that o f  M ichael A rn old . H e  
was b rew er to the p a lace; and it was apprehended  that th e  
governm ent cou n ted  on  his v o ice . T h e  story  g o es  that he

‘ Jo h n s to n e , Ju ly  2. 1688. T h e  e d ito r o f  L ev in z 's  rep o rts  exp resses  
g rea t w onder t h a t ,  a f te r  th e  R ev o lu tio n , Levinz was n o t rep laced  on the 
bench . T h e  fac ts  re la te d  by  Jo h n sto n e  m ay p e rh ap s  exp la in  the  
seem ing  in justice .

"  1 draw  th is  in fe ren ce  from  a le t te r  o f C om pton to S a n c ro f t , d ated  
the 12th o f J u n e .

CHAP.
VIII.
1S88.
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com plained  b itter ly  o f  the  position  in  w hich h e  found h im self. 
“ W hatever I  d o ,”  h e sa id , “ la m  sure to b e  h a lf  ru ined . I f  
I  say N o t  G uilty, I  sh a ll brew  no m ore for the  K in g; and if 
I  say G u ilty , I  shall brew  no m ore for anybody e ls e .” *

T h e  trial then com m enced , a trial w h ich , even  w hen cooly  
peru sed  after th e  lap se  o f  m ore than a  cen tu ry  and a h a lf, has 
all th e  in terest o f  a drama. T h e  ad vocates co n ten d ed  on both  
sides w ith  farm ore than professional k een n ess and veh em en ce: 
the  aud ien ce listen ed  w ith  as m uch an xiety  as i f  the  fa te  o f  
every  one o f  them  w as to  b e  d ecid ed  by the v erd ict ; and the 
turns o f  fortune w ere so  sudden  and am azing that th e  m ulti
tu d e  rep ea ted ly  passed  in  a  sin g le  m inute from an xiety  to ex u l
ta tion  and back  again  from  exu lta tio n  to  still deeper anxiety .

T h e  in form ation  ch arged  the  B ish o p s w ith  h avin g  written  
or p u b lish ed , in  the  county o f  M id d lesex , a fa lse , m alicious, 
and sed itio u s lib e l. T h e  A ttorn ey  and S o lic ito r  first tr ied  to  
p rove the  w riting. F o r  th is pu rp ose severa l p ersons were  
ca lled  to  speak  to the  hands o f  the  B ish op s. B u t the w itnesses  
were so unw illin g  that hardly a sin g le  plain  answ er cou ld  be 
ex tra cted  from  any o f  them . P em p erto n , P o lle x fe n , and  
L ev in z  co n ten d ed  that there was no ev id en ce to g o  to  th e  jury. 
T w o  o f  the J u d g es , H o llo w a y  and P o w ell, declared  them selves  
o f  the  sam e op in ion; and the  h op es o f  the  sp ectators rose  
high . A ll at on ce  th e  crown law yers ann ou nced  their in ten 
tion to  take another lin e . P o w is , w ith  sham e and reluctance  
w hich  h e  cou ld  n o t d issem b le , p u t in to  th e  w itness b o x  B lath- 
w a y t, a C lerk o f  th e  P rivy  C ou n cil, w ho had b een  present 
w hen the  K in g  in terrogated  th e  B ish op s. B lathw ayt swore 
that he had  heard  them  ow n their  sign atu res. H is  testim ony  
was d ecisive . “ W h y,”  sa id  J u d g e  H ollow ay to  the A ttorney, 
“ when you  had such e v id e n c e , d id  you  n ot prod u ce it  at first, 
w ithou t a ll th is w aste o f  t im e ? ”  I t  soon  appeared  w hy the 
cou n sel for  the  crown had b een  u n w illin g , w ithou t absolute  
n ecessity , to  resort to this m ode o f  p roof. P em b erton  stopped  
B lath w ayt, su b jected  him  to  a search in g  cross exam ination, 
and insisted  upon having all that had p assed  betw een  the 
K in g and the d efendants fu lly  re la ted . “ T h at is  a p retty  thing 

* R evo lu tion  P o litic s .
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indeed ,”  cried  W illiam s. “ D o you  think ,”  sa id P o w is, “ that 
you are a t lib erty  to ask our w itnesses any im pertinent 
question that com es into your heads? ”  T h e  advocates o f  the  
B ishops w ere  n ot m en to  b e  so put dow n. “ H e is sw o rn ,”  
said P o llex fen , “ to te ll the  truth and the w hole truth: and an  
answer w e m ust and w ill h a v e .”  T h e  w itness shu ffled , equ i
vocated, preten d ed  to m isunderstand the questions, im plored  
the p rotection  o f  the Court. B u t he was in hands from w hich  
it was n ot easy to  escap e. A t  len gth  the A ttorney again inter
posed. “ If, ”  he said, “ you  persist in ask ing such a question, 
tell us, a t least, what use you  m ean to m ake o f  i t .” P em b er
ton, w h o , through the  w hole tria l, did his duty m anfully and  
ably, rep lied  w ithou t hesitation; “ M y L ord s, I w ill answer 
Mr. A ttorn ey . I  w ill deal p lainly w ith the Court. I f  the  
Bishops ow ned  this paper under a prom ise from  H is M ajesty  
that their con fession  should  n ot be u sed  against th e m , I  hope  
that no unfair advantage w ill b e  taken o f  th em .”  “ Y ou  put 
on H is M ajesty w hat I  dare hardly n a m e ,”  said  W illiam s: 
“ since you w ill b e so  p ressin g , I  dem and , for the  K in g , that 
the question  m ay b e  reco rd ed .”  “ W hat do you  m ean , Mr. 
S o lic ito r? ”  said  Saw yer, in terp osin g . “ I know  what I  m ean,”  
said the apostate: “ I desire that the  question m ay be recorded  
in C ourt.” “ R ecord  w hat you  w ill, I  am not afraid o f  you, 
Mr. S o lic ito r ,”  sa id  P em b erton . T h en  cam e a lou d  and 
fierce a ltercation , w hich the  C h ief Ju stice  could  with difficulty  
quiet. In  o ther  circum stances, h e  w ould probably have or
dered the  q u estion  to  b e  recorded  and P em berton  to b e com 
m itted. B u t on th is great day h e  w as overaw ed. H e  often  
cast a side g lan ce  tow ards the  thick  row s o f  Earls and B arons 
by whom  h e  w as w atch ed , and w ho in the n ex t Parliam ent 
might be h is ju d g es . H e  look ed , a  bystander sa id , as i f  all the  
peers p resen t had halters in their pockets.* A t length B lath - 
wayt was forced  to g iv e  a full account o f  what had p assed . It 
appeared that th e  K in g  had en tered  into no express covenant 
with the B ish op s. B u t it  appeared also that the B ish ops m ight 
aot unreasonably think that there was an im plied  engagem ent.

* T his is th e  exp ress ion  o f an  eye w itness- I t  is in  a n ew sle tte r  in  tbe 
M ackintosh C ollection.

MacatUay, History. III. 13
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Indeed , from  the unw illingness o f  tho crown law yers to put 
the Clerk o f  tho C ouncil into the  w itness b o x ,  and from  the 
v eh em en ce w ith w hich they  o b jected  to P em b erton 's cross 
exam ination , it is plain that they  w ere them selves o f  this 
opinion.

H o w ev er , the handw riting was now  proved . B u t a new  
and  serious ob jection  was raised . I t  was n ot sufficient to prove 
that the B ish ops had written the a lleg ed  lib el. I t  w as necessary  
to prove a lso  that they had w ritten it  in the county o f  M id
d lese x . A n d  n o t on ly  was it  out o f  the pow er o f  the A ttorney  
and So licitor to p rove t h is ; but it was in  the pow er o f  the 
defendants to prove the contrary. F o r  it so happened that 
Sancroft had never on ce  le ft th e  palace at L am beth  from  the 
tim e w hen tho O rder in Council appeared  till after th e  petition  
was in  the K in g ’s hands. T h e  w hole case for the prosecution  
had  therefore com p letely  broken  d ow n; and th e  audience, 
with great g le e , exp ected  a sp eed y  acquittal.

T h e  crow n lawyers then chan ged  their ground again, aban
d on ed  a ltogeth er tho charge o f  w riting a libel, and undertook  
to prove that the B ish ops had p ub lished  a lib e l in th e  county 
o f  M id d lesex . T h e  difficu lties w ere great. T h e  delivery' of 
th e  p etition  to th e  K in g  was und oub ted ly , in  the eye  o f  the  law, 
a  pub lication . B u t h ow  w as this delivery  to  b e  p roved ?  No 
person  had b een  present at the  aud ien ce in th e  royal closet, 
ex cep t th e  K in g  and the d efendants. T h e  K in g  cou ld  not 
w ell b e  sw orn. I t  was therefore on ly  b y  the adm issions of the 
defendants that the fact o f  publication cou ld  b e  established. 
B lathw ayt was again exam in ed , but in vain . H e  w ell rem em 
b e r e d , h e sa id , that th e  B ish ops ow ned  their  hands; but he 
d id  n ot rem em ber that they ow ned the paper w hich lay on the 
tab le o f  th e  P rivy  C ouncil to  b e  the sam e paper w hich they 
had d elivered  to the K in g , or that they  w ere even  interroga
ted  on  that p o in t. Severa l other official m en w ho had  been  in 
attendance on  the  C ouncil w ere c a lle d , and am ong them 
Sam uel P ep y s, S ecretary  o f  th e  A dm iralty; but none o f  them  
could  rem em ber that anyth ing was said  about the  delivery. 
It  w as to no purpose that W illiam s put lead in g  qu estion s till 
the counsel on  the  other sid e  d eclared  that such  tw isting, such
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w iredrawing, was never seen  in a court o f  ju s t ic e , and till 
W right h im self was forced  to adm it that the So licitor’s m ode  
o f exam ination w as contrary to all ru le. A s w itness after  
witness answ ered  in the  n egative , roars o f  lau gh ter and  
shouts o f  trium ph, w hich the J u d ges did not even  attem pt to 
silence, shook  the hall.

I t  seem ed  that at length  this hard fight had b een  w on. 
T he case for the  crown w as c lo sed . H ad the counsel for the  
Bishops rem ained s ilen t, an acquittal was certain; for noth ing  
which th e  m ost corrupt and  sham eless J u d ge could  venture  
to call lega l ev id en ce  o f  publication  had  b een  given.' T h e  
C hief Ju stice  was beg in n ing  to charge the  jury , and would  
undoubtedly have d irected  them  to  acquit the  defendants; 
b u tP in e h , too anxious to  b e  p erfectly  d iscreet, interfered, 
and b eg g ed  to  b e  heard. “ I f  you w ill b e  h ea rd ,”  said  W right, 
“you shall b e  h e a r d ; but you  do n ot understand your own  
in terests.”  T h e  other counsel for the d efen ce m ade F inch  
sit d ow n, and b eg g ed  the  C hief J u stice  to  proceed . H e was 
about to do so  w hen a  m essen ger cam e to the S olicitor G e
neral w ith new s that Lord  Sunderland could  prove the publi
cation, and w ould  com e dow n to the court im m ediately. 
W right m aliciously to ld  the cou n sel for the defen ce  that they  
had only them selves to thank for th e  turn which things had  
taken. T h e  countenances o f  the  great m ultitude fe ll. F inch  
was, during som e h ou rs, the m ost unpopular man in the  
country. W hy cou ld  h e  not sit still as his b etters, Sawyer, 
P em berton , and P o llex fen  had d one? H is lo v e  o f  m eddling, 
his am bition to m ake a fine sp ee ch , had ruined everyth ing.

M eanw hile the L ord P resid en t was brought in a sedan  
chair through the  hall. N o t a hat m oved as he p assed ; and  
many v o ices cried out “ P op ish  d o g .” H e  cam e into Court 
pale and trem blin g , w ith  e y e s  f i x e d  on th e  grou n d , and gave  
his ev id en ce in  a fa ltering v o ice . H e sw ore that the B ish ops  
had inform ed him  o f  their in tention  to present a petition  to  
the K in g , and that th ey  had  b een  adm itted into the  royal 
closet for that purpose. T h is circum stance, coup led  with 
the circum stance th a t, after they  le ft th e  c lo se t, there was 
to the K in g’s hands a petition  signed  by th e m , was such

13*
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p ro o f as m ight reasonably satisfy a jury  o f  the fact o f  the 
p ublication .

P ub lication  in M id d lesex  was then  proved . B u t w as the 
paper thus p ub lished  a fa lse , m alic iou s, and sed itiou s libel?  
H itherto th e  m atter in  dispute had b een  w hether a fact which 
everybody w ell knew  to be true cou ld  b e  proved  according  
to techn ical ru les o f  ev id en ce; but now  the  co n test becam e  
one o f  deep er in terest. I t  w as n ecessary  to inquire into the 
lim its o f  p rerogative and liberty , into th e  right o f  the K in g  to 
d isp en se w ith sta tu tes, into the right o f  the su b ject to  petition  
for the redress o f  g r ievan ces. D uring three hours the  counsel 
for the petitioners argued w ith great force  in d efen ce  o f  the 
fundam ental princip les o f  the con stitu tion , and proved  from 
the  journals o f  the  H ou se  o f  Com m ons that the B ish o p s had 
affirm ed no m ore than the truth w hen they  rep resen ted  to the 
K in g that the d isp en sin g  pow er w hich  h e  claim ed had been  
repeated ly  d eclared  illega l by P arliam ent. Som ers rose last. 
H e sp ok e little m ore than five m inutes ; but every  w ord was 
full o f  w eigh ty  m atter; and w hen h e sate dow n his reputation 
as an orator and a  constitutional law yer w as estab lish ed . He 
w ent through the  expressions w hich w ere used  in  the informa
tion to describ e  the offen ce im puted to the B ish o p s, and 
show ed that every w ord , w hether ad jective  or substantive, 
w as a ltogeth er inappropriate. T h e  offence im puted was a 
fa lse , a  m alic iou s, a sed itiou s lib el. F a lse  the  paper was 
not; for every fact w hich it se t forth had b een  proved  from 
the  journals o f  P arliam ent to b e  true. M alicious the paper 
w as not; for th e  d efendants had n o t sou gh t an occasion  of  
str ife , but had b een  p laced  by the govern m en t in such a situa
tion  that th ey  m ust either oppose them selves to the royal will, 
or v io la te th e  m ost sacred  ob ligations o f  con sc ien ce  and 
honour. Sed itiou s the  paper was n o t; for it had n o t been  
scattered  by the w riters am ong the  ra b b le , but delivered  
privately in to  the hands o f  the  K in g  a lon e: and a lib el it was 
n o t, but a  d ecen t petition  such a s , by the  laws o f  England, 
n ay, by the  law s o f  im perial B orn e , b y  th e  laws o f  all civilised  
s ta te s , a su b ject w ho thinks h im se lf  a ggrieved  m ay with 
propriety p resen t to the  sovereign .
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T h e  A ttorney rep lied  shortly and feeb ly . T h e  Solicitor  
spoke at great len gth  and with great acrim ony, and w as often  
interrupted b y  th e  clam ours and h isses o f  the  aud ience. H e  
■went so far as to lay it dow n that no subject or b od y  o f  sub
jects , ex cep t the  b louses o f  P arliam ent, had a right to petition  
the K ing. T h e  ga lleries w ere furious; and the C hief Ju stice  
him self stood  aghast at the effrontery o f  this venal turncoat.

A t length  W right proceed ed  to sum  up the ev id en ce. H is  
language show ed that the aw e in w hich h e  stood  o f  the g o 
vernm ent w as tem pered  by the aw e with w hich the audience, 
so num erous, so sp len d id , and so strongly ex c ited , had 
im pressed him . H e  said that he w ould g iv e  no opinion on the  
question o f  th e  d ispensing p ow er, that it was n ot necessary  
for him to  do s o ,  that h e could  not agree with m uch o f  the  
Solicitor’s sp ee ch , that it was the right o f  the subject to p eti
tion, but that the  particular petition  before the  Court was 
im properly w ord ed , and w as, in the contem plation o f  law, 
a libel. A llib on e w as o f  the sam e m ind, b u t, in g iv in g  his 
opinion, show ed such gross ignorance o f  law and history as 
brought on  him  the contem pt o f  all w ho heard him . H ollow ay  
evaded the  q uestion  o f  the d ispensing p ow er, but said that 
the petition seem ed  to him  to b e  such as subjects who think  
them selves aggrieved  are en titled  to p resen t, and therefore  
no libel. P o w ell took  a b o ld er  course. H e  avow ed that, in 
his ju d gm en t, the D eclaration  o f  In d u lgen ce was a nullity, 
and that the d ispensing p ow er, as lately  ex erc ised , was 
utterly inconsisten t w ith all law . I f  these  encroachm ents 
o f prerogative w ere a llow ed , there was an end o f  Parliam ents. 
The w hole leg isla tive authority w ould be in the K ing. “ T hat  
issue, g en tlem en ,”  h e  sa id , “ I lea v e  to G od  and to your 
consciences.”  *

Tt was dark before the jury  retired  to consider o f  their  
verdict. T h e  night w as a n ight o f  in tense anxiety . Som e  
letters are extant w hich w ere despatched  during that period  
o f su sp en se , and w hich have therefore an in terest o f  a p e
culiar k ind. “ I t  is very la t e ,”  w rote the  Papal N uncio;

See the proceedings in ihc Collection of State Trials. 1 have taken 
some touches from Johnstone, and some from Cilters.

C H A P .
V I I) .
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“ and the  decision  is n ot y e t  know n. T h e  J u d g es and the 
culprits have g o n e  to their  own hom es. T h e  jury remain 
togeth er . T o-m orrow  w e shall learn the  even t o f  this great 
stru g g le .”

T h e  so lic itor  for the  B ish ops sate up all n igh t w ith a body 
o f  servants on the  stairs lead in g  to the room  w h ere th e  jury 
was con su ltin g . I t  was ab solu tely  necessary to  w atch  the 
officers w ho w atched  the doors; for those officers w ere sup
p o sed  to b e  in th e  in terest o f  the crow n, and m ight, i f  not 
carefu lly  ob serv ed , have furnished a courtly  jurym an with 
fo o d , w hich  w ould  have enab led  him  to starve ou t the other 
e leven . S tr ict guard w as therefore kept. N o t  even  a candle 
to  ligh t a p ipe was perm itted  to enter. S om e basins o f  water 
for w ashing w ere suffered to pass at about four in the m orning. 
T h e  ju ry m en , rag ing  w ith th ir st, soon  lapped  up the whole. 
G reat num bers o f  p eo p le  w alked the  neighbouring  streets till 
dawn. E very  hour a m essen ger cam e from W hitehall to 
know  w hat w as passing. V o ic e s , high in a ltercation , were 
rep eated ly  heard  within the r o o m : but n oth in g  certain was 
known.*

A t first n ine w ere for acqu itting and three for convicting. 
T w o  o f  the  m inority soon  gave w ay; but A rnold  was 
obstinate. T hom as A u stin , a country gentlem an  o f  great 
esta te , w ho had paid  c lo se  attention  to the ev id en ce and 
sp ee ch es , and had taken  full n o te s , w ished  to argue the 
q u estion . A rnold  d eclin ed . H o was n o t u se d , he doggedly  
sa id , to  reason ing and deb atin g . H is con sc ien ce  w as not 
satisfied ; and h e shou ld  not acqu it the  B ish op s. “ I f  you 
com e to th a t,”  sa id  A u stin , “ lo o k  at m e. I am the largest 
and strongest o f  th e  tw e lv e ; and before  I find such a petition | 
as this a lib e l, here I  w ill stay till I  am no b igger than a to
b acco  p ip e .”  I t  w as six  in th e  m orning b efore A rnold  yielded.
I t  w as soon  know n that the jury  w ere a greed : but w hat the 
verd ict w ou ld  b e  w as still a se cre t.”

A t ten  the Court again  m et. T h e  crow d was greater than

• Johnstone, July I. 1088; L etter from Mr. Ince to the Archbishop, 
dated a t six o'clock in the m orning; Tanner M S.; Revolution Politics.

*• Johnstone, J u l j  2. 1688.
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ever. T h e  jury  appeared in their b o x ; and there  was a chap. 
breathless stilln ess. “ Tsss.-

Sir Sam uel A stry  sp ok e. “ D o  you  find th e  defendants, T)|(J 
or any o f  th em , gu ilty  o f  the  m isdem eanour w h ereo f they are « r d i c t .  

im peached, or n o t g u ilty ? ”  S ir R o g er  L an g ley  answ ered,
“ N ot g u ilty .”  A s the w ords passed  his lip s , H alifax  sprang Jo.ronho 
up and w aved h is hat. A t that s ig n a l, b en ch es and ga lleries pe°i> 
raised a  shout. In  a m om ent ten  thousand p erso n s, w ho  
crowded th e  great h a ll, rep lied  w ith a still louder shout, 
which m ade th e  o ld  oaken  ro o f  crack; and in  another m om ent 
the innum erable throng w ithout se t up a third h u zza , w hich  
was heard at T em p le  B ar. T h e  boats w hich co v ered  the  
T ham es gave an answ ering ch eer. A  peal o f  gun-pow der  
was heard on the w ater , and an oth er , and another; and so, 
in a few  m o m en ts, the  glad tid in gs w en t fly ing past the S avoy  
and th e  Friars to L on d on  B r id g e , and to th e  forest o f  m asts 
below . A s the  new s sp rea d , streets and sq u ares, m arket 
places and c o f fe e -h o u se s , broke forth into acclam ations.
Y et w ere the acclam ations less  strange than the w eep ing.
F or th e  fee lin gs o f  m en had b een  w ound up to  such  a  point 
that at length  th e  stern E nglish  n atu re , so little  used  to  out
ward sign s o f  em otion , gave w a y , and thousands sobbed  
aloud for very jo y . M eanw hile , from  the outsk irts o f  the  
m ultitude, horsem en w ere spurring o ff to bear a lon g  all the  
great roads in te lligen ce  o f  the v ictory o f  our Church and  
nation. Y e t  n o t even  that astound ing exp lo sio n  cou ld  awe  
the  b itter  and in trep id  spirit o f  the S o lic itor . S tr iv ing to  
m ake h im self heard  above the d in , h e  ca lled  on th e  Ju d ges  
to com m it those  w ho had v io la te d , by clam our, the  dignity  
o f  a court o f  ju stice . O ne o f  the rejo icin g  populace was 
se ized . B u t the  tribunal felt that it  w ould  b e absurd to punish  
a single  ind ividual for an offence com m on to hundreds o f  
thousands, and d ism issed  him  with a g en tle  reprim and.*

It  was vain  to think o f  passing at that m om ent to  any other  
business. In d eed  the  roar o f  the m ultitude was such that,

* S ta te  T ria ls; O ldm ixon, 159.; C la ren d o n 's  D iary , Ju n e  25. 1G8S; 
Jo h n s to n e , July 2 .; C illers, J u ly , ' , . ;  A dda, July 1\ . ; L ullrell’s D iary; 
Barillon, July A-



for h a lf an h ou r, scarcely  a -word cou ld  b e  heard in  court. 
i6aa'.~  W illiam s g o t to his coach am idst a tem pest o f  h isses and  

curses. C artw right, w h ose  curiosity was u n govern ab le , had  
b een  gu ilty  o f  th e  fo lly  and in d ecen cy  o f  com ing to W est
m inster in  order to hear the decision . H e  was recogn ised  by  
his sacerdotal garb and by his corpulent figure, and was 
h ooted  through the  h a ll. “ T a k e  ca r e ,”  said  o n e , “ o f  the  
w o lf  in  sh ee p ’s .c lo th in g .”  “ M ake r o o m ,” cried  another, 
“  for the man w ith th e  P o p e  in  his b e lly .”  *

T h e  acqu itted  prelates took  refuge from  the crow d which  
im plored their  b lessin g  in th e  nearest chapel w here divine  
serv ice was perform ing. M any churches w ere open  on that 
m orning throughout the c a p ita l; and m any p ious persons 
repaired  thither. T h e  b ells o f  all the parishes o f  the  City and 
liberties w ere r in g in g . T h e  jury  m eanw hile could  scarcely  
m ake their w ay out o f  the  hall. T h ey  w ere forced  to shake  
hands with hundreds. “ G o d  b less y o u ,”  cried  the p eop le;  
“ G od  prosper your fam ilies; you have done like h onest good -  
natured g en tlem en ; you  have saved  us all to -d a y .”  A s the  
noblem en  w ho had  appeared  to  support th e  g o o d  cause dr.ove 
off, they  flung from  their carriage w indow s handfuls o f  m oney, 
and bade the crow d drink to th e  health  o f  the K in g , the  
B ish o p s, and the  ju r y .’ *

* C itters, July,«,. The gravity with which he tells the story has a 
comic effect. “ Den Bisschop van C hester, wie seer de parlie van het 
hof houd t, om te voldoen aan syne gcwoone n ieusgierigheyt, hem op 
dien tyl in W estm inslerH all m ede hebbende lalen vinden, in het uytgaan 
doorgaans was uytgekreten voor een grypende wolf in scbaaps k lcederen; 
en by synde een heer van hooge statu re  en vollyvig, spolsgewyse alomme 
gcroepen was da t men voor hem plaats m oesle m akcn , om te laten 
passen , gelyck ook geschiede, om dat soo sy uytschreeuwden en hem 
in het aansigt seyden, by den Paus in syn buyck hadde.”

*• L u tlre ll; C itters, July 1688. “ Soo syn in legendeel gedagle 
jurys m et de uyterste acclam alie en alle teyckenen van genegenheyt en 
danckbaarheyt in het door passeren van de gem eente onlvangcn. 
Honderden vielen haar om den hals m et alle  bedenckelycke wewensch 
van segen en geluck over hare  persoonen en fam ilien , om dal sy haar so 
heuscb en eerlyck buyten verwaglinge als bet ware in desen gedragen 
hadden. Veelo van de grooten en kleynen adel wierpen in het wegryden 
handen vol gelt onder de arm en luyden, om op de gesontheyt van den 
Coning, der llee ren  P rela len , en de Jurys te drincken.”
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T h e  A ttorney w ent-w ith  the tid ings to  Sunderland , who  
happened to b e  con versin g  with the N u n cio . “ N e v e r ,”  said  
P o w is, “ w ithin m an’s m em ory , have there  b een  such  shouts 
and such tears o f  jo y  as to -d a y .” * T h e K in g  had that m orning  
visited  the  camp on H ounslow  H eath . Sunderland instantly  
sent a courier thither with the new s. Jam es w as in  L ord  
Feversham ’s ten t w hen the exp ress arrived . H e  w as greatly  
disturbed , and excla im ed  in F ren ch , “ S o  m uch th e  w orse for  
them .”  H e  soon  se t out for L on d on . W hile h e  was present, 
respect p reven ted  the so ld iers from  g iv in g  a lo o se  to their  
fe e lin g s ; b u t h e  had scarcely  q u itted  the camp w hen he heard  
a great shouting  behind  him . H e  w as surprised , and asked  
what that uproar m eant. “ N o th in g ,”  w as the  answer: “ the  
sold iers are g lad  that the  B ish op s are acq u itted .”  “ D o you  
call that n o th in g ? ”  said  J am es. A n d  then  h e  rep ea ted , “ So  
much the w orse for th em .” ’ *

H e m ight w ell b e  out o f  tem per. H is d efeat had been  
com plete and  m ost hum iliating. H ad  th e  p relates escaped  
on accou n t o f  som e techn ical d efect in the case for the crown, 
had th ey  escaped  b ecau se  they had  n ot written  th e  petition  in 
M id d lesex , or becau se  it was im possib le to  p rove, accord ing  
to th e  strict ru les o f  la w , tha t they had delivered  to the K ing  
the paper for  w hich th ey  w ere called  in q u estio n , the  p re
rogative w ou ld  have su ffered  no sh ock . H appily for the  
country, the fact o f  pub lication  had b een  fully  estab lished . 
T h e counsel for th e  d efen ce  had therefore b een  forced  to  
attack th e  d ispensing pow er. T h ey  had attacked  it with great 
learn ing, e lo q u en ce , and b o ld n ess. T h e  advocates o f  the  
governm ent had b een  by universal acknow ledgm ent over
m atched in th e  con test. N o t a sing le  J u d g e  had  ventured  to  
declare that the D eclaration  o f  In d u lgen ce w as leg a l. O ne  
Ju d ge had in the  stron gest term s pronounced  it illega l. T h e  
language o f  the  w hole tow n was that the  d ispensing pow er had

* “ Mi trovava con Milord Sunderland la stcssa m atlina , quando 
»enne l’Avvocalo Generate a rendergli conlo d c lsu ccesso , e d is s e , cbe 
mai piii a m cmoria d ’huom ini si era sentilo un app lauso , m escolaiodi 
voci e lagrim e di giubilo , egual a quello che vcniva eglt di vedere in 
quest’ occasione." — Adda, July 1688.

** Burnet, i. 711.; Citlers, Ju ly  A - 1GSS.
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chap. rece ived  a fatal b low . F in c h , w ho had th e  day before  been  
- I6a3r— universally rev iled , w as now  universally  app lauded . H e had 

b een  unw illin g , it w as sa id , to le t  the case be d ecid ed  in a 
w ay w hich w ould  have le ft  the  great constitutional question  
still doubtfu l. H e  had felt that a  verd ict w hich should  acquit 
his c lien ts , w ithou t condem ning the D eclaration  o f  Indu l
g e n c e , w ou ld  b e  b u t h a lf  a  v ictory . I t  is  certain  that F inch  
deserved  n either th e  reproaches which had b een  cast on him  
w hile the even t w as d oubtfu l, nor the praises w hich h e  re
ce ived  w hen it had proved  happy. I t  w as absurd to  b lam e  
him b eca u se , during the sh ort delay w hich he o cca sio n ed , the 
crown law yers u n exp ected ly  d iscovered  new  ev id en ce. I t  was 
equally  absurd to suppose that h e  d elib erate ly  ex p o se d  his 
clien ts to  r isk , in  order to establish  a genera l p rincip le: and 
still m ore absurd w as it to  praise him  forw h at w ould h ave been  
a gross v io lation  o f  professional duty.

T h a t jo y fu l day was fo llow ed  by a n ot less joy fu l night. 
T h e  B ish o p s , and som e o f  their  m ost resp ectab le fr ien d s, in 
vain  ex er ted  them selves to p reven t tum ultuous dem onstra
tions o f  jo y . N ev er  w ithin the m em ory o f  the o ld e st , not 
even  on that even in g  on w hich  it w as know n through L ondon  
that the  arm y o f  S cotland  had  d eclared  for a free  Parliam ent, 
had the  stree ts  b een  in  such  a g lare w ith bonfires. B ou n d  
every  bonfire crow ds w ere drinking g o o d  health  to the  
B ish ops and confusion  to th e  P ap ists . T h e  w indow s wero 
ligh ted  w ith row s o f  cand les. E ach  row  consisted  o f  seven; 
and th e  taper in  the cen tre , which w as taller than the rest, 
rep resen ted  th e  P rim ate. T h e  n o ise  o f  ro ck ets, sq u ib s, and 
firearm s, was in cessan t. O ne h u ge p ile  o f  faggots b lazed  
righ t in front o f  the great gate o f  W h itehall. O thers were  
ligh ted  before  th e  doors o f  R om an C atholic p eers . Lord  
A rundel! o f  W ardour w ise ly  q u ieted  the m ob with a little  
m oney: b u t a t Salisbury H ou se  in the Strand an attem pt at 
resistan ce was m ade. Lord Salisb u ry’s servants sa llied  out 
and fired: but they  k illed  on ly  th e  unfortunate b ead le  o i the 
p arish , w ho had com e thither to put out the fire; and they  
w ere soon  rou ted  and driven back  into the  h ou se . N o n e  o f  
th e  sp ectacles o f  that n ight in terested  the com m on p eop le  so
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m uch as one with w hich th ey  h ad , a few  years b e fo r e , b een  
fam iliar, and w hich they n ow , after a  lon g  in terval, en joyed  
on ce m ore, the  burning o f  the P o p e . T h is on ce  familiar 
pageant is know n to  our generation  only by descriptions and  
engravings. A  figure, by no m eans resem bling those  rude  
representations o f  G uy F aux w hich are still paraded on  the  
fifth o f  N o v em b er, but m ade o f  w ax with som e sk ill, and  
adorned  at no sm all ex p en se  w ith robes and a tiara , was 
m ounted on a chair resem blin g  that in w hich the  B ishops  
o f  R om e are s t ill, on som e great festiv a ls , borne through  
Saint P e te r ’s Church to the  high altar. H is H olin ess was 
g en era lly  accom panied  b y  a  train o f  Cardinals and Jesu its. 
A t his car stood  a  buffoon d isgu ised  as a devil w ith horns and  
ta il. N o  rich and zea lou s P rotestant gru d ged  his gu inea on 
such an occa sio n , an d , i f  rum our cou ld  b e  tru sted , the cost 
o f  the p rocession  w as som etim es n ot less than a thousand  
pounds. A fter  the P o p e  had b een  borne som e tim e in state  
over the heads o f  th e  m u ltitu d e , h e was com m itted to the  
flam es w ith loud  acclam ations. In  th e  tim e o f  the  popularity  
o f  O ates and  Shaftesbury this show  w as exh ib ited  annually in 
F le e t  S treet before the w indow s o f  the W hig Club on  the  
anniversary o f  the  birth o f  Q ueen  E lizab eth . Such  was the  
celebrity  o f  these  grotesq u e r ite s , that B arillon  on ce  risked  
his life  in order to p eep  at them  from  a h id ing  p lace.*  B ut, 
from th e day w hen the R y e  H ou se P lo t  was d iscovered , till 
the day o f  the acquitta l o f  the  B ish o p s, the  cerem ony had  
b een  d isused . N o w , h ow ever, several P opes m ade their ap
pearance in d ifferent parts o f  L on d on . T h e  N uncio  w as m uch  
sh ock ed ; and the  K in g  w as m ore hurt by this insult to his 
Church than b y  all the  other affronts w hich h e  had rece ived . 
T h e  m agistrates, h ow ev er , could  do noth ing. T h e  Sunday  
had d aw n ed , and the b ells o f  th e  parish churches w ere ring ing  
for  early prayers, b efore the fires began to  languish and  the  
crow ds to  d isp erse. A  proclam ation w as sp eed ily  put forth  

* See a very curious narrative published am ong o ther papers, in 
t l l o ,  b y D a n b y , then Duke of Leeds. There is an am using account of 
the cerem ony of burning a I’ope In N orth 's E x am cn , 570. See also the 
note on the Epilogue to the Tragedy of OEdipus in Scott's edition of 
Dryden.
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against the rioters. M any o f  th e m , m ostly  y o u n g  apprentices,
■ u s* ." w ere  apprehended; b u t the b ills  w ere thrown out a t the  

M id d lesex  session s. T h e  m agistrates, m any o f  w hom  were  
R om an C atholics, exp ostu lated  with the grand jury and sent  
them  three or four tim es b a ck , but to no purpose. * 

peculiar M eanw hile th e  g lad  tid ings w ere flying to every part o f  the  
publicf k in gd om , and w ere everyw here rece ived  w ith  rapture. 
i"<um*1 G lou cester , B e d fo r d , and L ich field , w ere am ong the p laces  

‘ w hich  w ere d istinguished  by peculiar z e a l: but B r isto l and  
N o rw ich , w hich stood  nearest to  L ondon  in population  and  
w ealth , approached nearest to L ondon  in  enthusiasm  on this 
jo y fu l occasion .

T h e  prosecution  o f  the B ishops is an even t w hich stands 
by  it se lf  in our h istory. It was the first and the last occasion  
on  w hich tw o feelin gs o f  trem endous p o te n c y , tw o feelings  
w hich  have gen era lly  b een  op p osed  to each o th e r , and either  
o f  w hich , w hen strongly  e x c ite d , has sufficed  to convu lse the  
sta te , w ere united in perfect harm ony. T h o se  feelings were  
lo v e  o f  theC hurch  and lo v e  o f  freedom . D uring m any gen era
tions every  v io len t outbreak o f  H igh  Church fe e lin g , w ith  
on e ex cep tio n , has b een  unfavourable to civil lib erty ; every  
v io len t outbreak o f  zea l for lib erty , w ith  one ex cep tio n , has 
b een  unfavourable to the  authority and in fluence o f  th e  pre
lacy and the priesthood . In  1688 the  cause o f  the  hierarchy  
w as for a m om ent that o f  the  popular party. M ore than nine  
thousand  c lerg y m en , w ith the Prim ate and his m ost resp ect
ab le suffragans at their  h ea d , offered them selves to enduro  
bonds and the spo ilin g  o f  their goo d s for the g rea t funda
m ental princip le o f  our free constitution . T h e  effect w as a 
coalition  w hich in clu d ed  the m ost zealous C avaliers, the m ost 
zealous R ep u b lican s, and all th e  interm ediate section s o f  the  
com m unity. T h e  spirit w hich  had supported  H am pden in the  
p reced in g  gen era tio n , the  spirit w h ich , in th e  su cceed in g  
g en eration , supported  S a ch ev ere ll, com bined  to support th e  
A rchbishop  who was H am pden and S ach everell in one. T h o se

• Rercsby’s M em oirs; C itters, J u ly f t .  16SS; Adda, Ju ly ,* ,.; Rarillon, 
July f t . ;  Luttrcll's  D iary; Newsletter of July 4 .; O ldm ixon, 13!).; Ellis 
Correspondence.
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classes o f  so c ie ty  w hich are m ost d eep ly  in terested  in  the pre
servation  o f  ord er, which in troubled  tim es are gen erally  
m ost ready to strengthen  the hands o f  govern m en t, and which  
have a natural antipathy to agitators, fo llo w ed , w ithout scru
p le , th e  gu idance o f  a ven erab le m an, the first p eer  o f  the  
rea lm , the  first m inister o f  the C hurch, a T o ry  in p o litics , 
a saint in  m ann ers, whom  tyranny had in h is own desp ite  
turned into a dem agogue. T h o s e , on the  other h an d , who  
had alw ays abhorred ep iscop acy , as a re lic  o f  P o p ery , and as 
an instrum ent o f  arbitrary p ow er, now  asked  on b en d ed  
k n ees the b less in g  o f  a prelate w ho w as ready to wear fetters  
and to lay his aged  lim bs on bare ston es rather than betray the  
in terests o f  th e  P rotestan t relig ion  and se t th e  prerogative  
above th e  law s. W ith  lo v e  o f  the Church and with lo v e  o f  
freedom  w as m in g led , at this great cr is is , a third fee lin g  
w hich is am ong the  m ost honourable peculiarities o f  our na
tional character. A n  individual oppressed  by pow er, even  
w hen destitu te  o f  all claim to p ub lic  resp ect and gratitude, 
g en era lly  finds strong  sym pathy am ong us. T h u s , in  th e  
tim e o f  our grandfathers, so c ie ty  w as thrown into confusion  
by the persecution  o f  W ilkes. W e  have ourselves seen  the  
nation rou sed  alm ost to  m adness b y  the  w rongs o f  Q ueen  
C aroline. I t  is p rob ab le , th erefore , th a t, even i f  no great 
politica l and relig ious in terests had b een  staked  on the event 
o f  the p ro ceed in g  against the  B ish o p s , E ngland  w ould  not 
have se e n , w ithout strong em otions o f  p ity  and an ger, old men 
o f  sta in less virtue pursued b y  the ven gean ce o f  a harsh and  
inexorab le prince w ho ow ed  to their fidelity the crown which  
he w ore.

A ctu ated  by th ese  sentim ents our ancestors arrayed them 
se lves against the  governm ent in one huge and com pact m ass. 
A ll ranks, all parties, all P rotestant se c ts , m ade up that vast 
phalanx. In  the  van w ere the L ords Spiritual and T em poral. 
T h en  cam e th e  lan d ed  gentry and the c lerg y , both  the  U n i
v ers itie s , all the Inns o f  C ourt, m erchants, shopkeepers, 
farm ers, the  porters w ho p lied  in the streets o f  th e  great 
tow n s, the  peasants w ho p loughed  the  fields. T h e  leagu e  
against the K in g  included  th e  very forem ast m en w ho m anned

c r a p .
VIII.
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hie ships, th e  very  sentinels w ho guarded  h is p a lace. T h e  
nam es o f  W h ig  and T o ry  w ere for a m om ent forgotten . T h e  
old  E xclu sio n ist took  th e  o ld  A bhorrer b y  th e  hand. E p is
copalians, P resb yterian s, In d ep en d en ts, B a p tists , forgot 
their lon g  feu ds, and  rem em bered  on ly  their  com m on P ro 
testantism  and their com m on danger. D iv in es bred  in  the  
BChool o f  Laud ta lked  lo u d ly , n ot on ly  o f  to leration , bu t o f  
com prehension . T h e  A rchb ishop  soon  after h is acquittal 
put forth a pastoral le tter  which is on e o f  the m ost rem arkable  
com positions o f  that age . H e  had, from  h is you th  up, been  
at war w ith the N on con form ists , and had rep eated ly  assailed  
them  w ith unjust and unchristian asperity. H is principal 
w ork w as a h ideous caricature o f  the C alvinistic th e o lo g y .*  
H e  had drawn up for  the thirtieth o f  January and for the  
tw enty-n inth  o f  M ay forms o f  prayer w hich reflected  on the  
P uritans in language so strong that the governm ent had  
thou gh t fit to  so ften  it dow n. B u t now  his heart was m elted  
and op en ed . H e  solem nly en joined  the  B ish ops and clergy  
to  have a very tender regard  to their brethren the P rotestant 
D issen ters, to  v isit them  often , to  entertain  them  hospitably, 
to  d iscourse w ith them  c iv illy , to p ersuad e them , i f  it m ight 
be, to  conform  to the  Church, but, i f  that w ere found im
p ossib le , to jo in  them  heartily and affectionately  in  exertions  
for the b lessed  cause o f  the R eform ation . **

M any p ious p ersons in sub seq u en t years rem em bered  that 
tim e w ith bitter regret. T h ey  d escribed  it as a  short glim pse  
o f  a g o ld en  age  betw een  tw o iron ages . Such  lam entation, 
though  natural w as not reason ab le . T h e  coalition  o f  168S

• The F u r Praidestinatus.
•* This docum ent wilt be found in the first of the twelve collections 

of papers relating to the affairs of E ngland, printed a t the end of I68S 
and the beginning of 1689. I t was put forth on the 26th of Ju ly , not 
quite a m onth a fte r the trial. Lloyd of Saint Asaph about the sam e time 
told llenry W harton that the Bishops purposed to adopt an entirely new 
policy towards the P ro testan t D issenters; “ Omni modo curaturos ut 
ecclesia sordibus e t corruptelis penilus exueretu r; ul seclariis re - 
form atis redilus in ecciesite slnum  cxoptati occasio ac ratio  concedere- 
tu r ,  si qui sobrii e tp i ie s s e n t ;  ut perlinacibus interim  jugum  lcvaretur, 
extinctis penitus legibus m ulctatoriis." — Excerpta cx Vita H. W harton.
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was produced , and cou ld  b e  produced , only by tyranny whicb  
approached to Insanity, and by danger which threatened  at 
once all th e  great institutions o f  the  country. I f  there has 
never since b een  sim ilar union, the reason is that there has 
never since been  sim ilar m isgovem m ent. It m ust be rem em 
bered  that, though  concord  is in  itse lf  better than discord, 
discord  may indicate a better  state o f  things than is ind icated  
by con cord . Calamity and peril o ften  force m en to com bine. 
P rosperity  and security o ften  encourage them  to separate.

ciup. 
vu i.
I6S8.
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T h e  acquittal o f  the B ish ops was n ot the only even t which  
m akes the thirtieth  o f  Ju n e  1088 a great epoch  in  h istory . On 
that day, w hile the b ells o f  a  hundred  churches w ere ringing, 
w hile m ultitudes w ere b u sied , from  H y d e  P ark  to M ile  E nd , 
in p iling  faggots and  dressin g  P o p es for the rejo icin gs o f  the  
n ig h t, w as desp atch ed  from  L on d on  to  the H agu e an instru
m ent scarcely  less im portant to the liberties o f  E ngland  than  
th e  G reat Charter.

T h e  prosecution  o f  the  B ish o p s, and the birth o f  the 
P rince  o f  W a les , had produced  a great revo lu tion  in the  
feelin gs o f  m any T o r ie s . A t the  very m om ent at w hich their  
Church w as sutfering the last ex cess o f  injury and insult, 
they  w ere  com p elled  to renounce the h op e  o f  p eacefu l d e 
liveran ce. H itherto  th ey  had  flattered  them selves that the  
trial to w hich  their loya lty  was su b jected  w o u ld , though  
severe , b e  tem porary, and that their  w rongs w ou ld  shortly  
b e red ressed  w ithout any v io lation  o f  the ordinary rule o f 
su ccession . A  very different prospect was now  before  them . 
A s far as they could  look  forward they saw  only m isgovern-  
m ent, such as that o f  the last three years, ex ten d in g  through  
ages . T h e  cradle o f  the heir apparent o f  the crow n was sur
rou n d ed  b y  J esu its . D ead ly  hatred o f  that Church o f  w hich  
h e  w ou ld  on e day bo the head  w ould  bo studiously  instilled  
in to  h is infant m ind, w ould  b e  th e  gu id ing princip le o f  his 
life , and w ou ld  b e  beq u eath ed  b y  him  to his posterity . T h is  
vista o f  calam ities had no en d . I t  stretch ed  b eyon d  th e  life  
o f  the  you n g est man liv in g , b eyon d  the  eigh teen th  century. 
N o n e could  say how  m any generations o f  P rotestant E n g 
lishm en m ight have to bear op p ression , such a s , even  w hen  
it had been  b e liev ed  to b e  short, had b een  found alm ost in
supportable. W as there then no rem ed y?  O ne rem edy  
there w a s , q u ick , sharp , and d ecisive , a rem edy w hich the



J A M E S  T I I E  S E C O N D . 2 0 0

W higs had  b een  bu t too  ready to em p loy , but w hich  had  
alw ays b een  regard ed  by the T or ie s a s , in  all case3 , un
law ful.

T h e  grea test A n glican  doctors o f  that age had  m aintained  
that no breach  o f  law  or contract, no ex cess o f  cru elty , ra
p a c ity , or licen tio u sn ess , on th e  part o f  a rightful K ing, 
could  ju stify  h is p eo p le  in w ithstanding him  b y  force. Som e  
o f  them  had d eligh ted  to exh ib it the doctrine o f  nonresistance  
in a form  so ex a ggerated  as to  shock  com m on sense  and  
hum anity. T h e y  frequently  and em phatically rem arked that 
N ero  w as a t the  head  o f  the  R om an govern m en t w hen Saint 
Paul in cu lcated  the  duty o f  ob ey in g  m agistrates. T h e  in 
feren ce w hich  th ey  drew  w as th a t, i f  an E n glish  K in g  should, 
w ithout any law  b u t his ow n p lea su re , p ersecu te his subjects 
for n o t w orshipping id o ls , should  fling them  to  the lions in 
the T o w e r , should  wrap them  up in p itched  cloth  and qet 
them  on  fire to  ligh t up Sain t J a m es’s P a r k , and should  go  on  
with th ese  m assacres till w hole tow ns and shires w ere le ft  
w ithout on e in h ab itan t, th e  survivors w ould  still be bound  
m eek ly  to  su b m it, and  to b e  to m  in  p ieces or roasted  alive  
w ithout a stru g g le . T h e  argum ents in  favour o f  this pro
position  w ere  futile  in d eed ; b u t the p lace o f  sound  argum ent 
was am ply supp lied  b y  the  om nipotent sophistry o f  in terest 
and o f  p assion . M any w riters have exp ressed  w onder that 
the high spirited  Cavaliers o f  E ngland  should  have b een  
zealous for  the  m ost slav ish  theory that has ever b een  know n  
am ong m en . T h e  truth is that this theory at first p resen ted  
itse lf  to  the  Cavalier as th e  very opp osite  o f  slavish . Its ten 
dency w as to  m ake him  n o t a slave but a  freem an and a m aster. 
I t  exa lted  him  b y  exa ltin g  one whom  h e  regarded  as his pro
tec to r , as h is fr ien d , as the  h ead  o f  h is b e lo v ed  party and  
o f  h is m ore b e lo v ed  Church. W hen R ep u b lican s w ere d o
m inant th e  R o y a list had  endured  w rongs and insults w hich  
the restoration  o f  th e  leg itim ate govern m en t h a d  en ab led  
him to reta lia te . R eb e llio n  w as therefore associated  in  his 
im agination w ith  subjection  and degradation, and m onarchical 
authority w ith  liberty and a scen dency . I t  had n ever  crossed  
his im agination that a tim e m ight com e w hen a  K in g , a Stuart, 
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w ould persecu te  th e  m ost loya l o f  th e  clergy  and gentry with 
m ore than the anim osity  o f  the  R um p or the P rotector . T h at 
tim e had  how ever arrived. I t  was now  to  b e  seen  how  the 
p atience w hich Churchm en professed  to have learned  from  
the  w ritings o f  P au l w ou ld  stand the  te st  o f  a  persecution  by  
no m eans so se vere  as that o f  N ero . T h e  even t was such as 
everyb od y  w ho knew  anyth ing o f  hum an nature w ould  have  
p red ic ted . O ppression sp eed ily  d id  w hat ph ilosop h y  and  
eloq u en ce w ou ld  have fa iled  to d o . T h e  system  o f  F ilm er  
m ight have survived  the  attacks o f  L o c k e : but it n ev er  re
covered  from  the death  blow  given  b y  Jam es.

T h a t lo g ic , w h ich , w hile it w as used  to prove that P res
byterians and In d ep en d en ts ought to b ear im prisonm ent and 
confiscation  with m eek n ess, had b een  pronounced  unansw er
ab le, seem ed  to b e  o f  very  little  force  w hen th e  q u estion  was 
w hether A n glican  B ish ops should  b e  im prison ed , and the  
reven u es o f  A n glican  co lleg es confiscated . I t  had b e e n  often  
rep eated , from  the pulpits o f  all th e  Cathedrals in the land, 
that the apostolical injunction to ob ey  th e  c iv il m agistrate  
was abso lu te an d  u n iversa l, and tha t it  was im pious pre
sum ption in  m an to lim it a  p recep t w hich had b een  prom ul
g a ted  w ithout any lim itation  in  th e  w ord o f  G od . N ow , 
h o w ev er , d iv in es, w h ose sagac ity  had  b een  sharpened  by 
the  im m inent danger in w hich th ey  stood  o f  b e in g  turned  out 
o f  their liv in gs and prebends to  m ake room  for P apists, d is
covered  flaws in the reason ing  which had  form erly seem ed  so 
convincing. T h e  eth ica l parts o f  Scripture w ere n o t to  be 
construed  like A cts o f  P arliam en t, or lik e  th e  casuistical 
treatises o f  the  sch oo lm en . W hat Christian rea lly  turned  the  
le f t  ch eek  to  the  ruffian w ho had sm itten  the  right? W hat 
Christian rea lly  gave h is cloak  to th e  th ieves w ho had  taken  
his coat aw ay? B o th  in th e  O ld  and in the  N ew  T estam en t  
gen era l ru les w ere perp etu ally  la id  dow n unaccom panied  by 
the  ex cep tio n s. T h u s there w as a gen era l com m and not to 
k ill, unaccom panied  by any reservation  in  favour o f  the 
warrior w ho k ills in  d efen ce  o f  his k in g  and country. T h ere  
w as a  gen era l com m and n ot to sw ear, unaccom panied  b y  any 
reservation  in  favour o f  th e  w itness w ho sw ears to speak  the
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truth before a  ju d g e . Y et the law fulness o f  defen sive war, c h a p . 

and o f  jud icia l oaths, w as disputed  on ly  b y  a  few  obscure —pgjj- 
secta r ie s , and  was p ositive ly  affirm ed in  the  articles o f  th e  
Church o f  E n glan d . A ll the  argum ents, w hich  show ed  that 
the Q uaker, w ho refu sed  to  bear arm s, or to kiss the G ospels, 
was unreasonable and perverse, m ight b e  turned against those  
who d en ied  to subjects th e  right o f  resisting  extrem e tyranny  
by force . I f  it  was con ten ded  that the tex ts w hich prohib ited  
h o m ic id e , and the te x ts  w hich prohibited sw earing, though  
gen erally  exp ressed , m ust b e  construed  in subordination to  
the great com m andm ent b y  which every man is en joined  to  
prom ote th e  w elfare o f  his neigh b ours, and  w ould, w hen so  
con stru ed , b e  found n ot to apply to  cases in w hich hom icide  
or sw earing m ight be ab so lu te ly  necessary to protect the  
dearest in terests o f  so c ie ty , it  was n ot easy  to  deny that the  
texts w hich prohib ited  resistance ought to  b e  construed  in the  
sam e m anner. I f  the ancient p eop le  o f  G od  had been  directed  
som etim es to destroy hum an life , and som etim es to bind them 
selves by oaths, they  had also b een  d irected  som etim es to resist 
w icked  p rin ces. I f  early fathers o f  the  Church had  occasionally  
used language w hich seem ed  to im ply that they disapproved o f  
all resistance, they  had a lso  occasionally  used  language which  
seem ed to  im ply that th ey  disapproved  o f  all war and o f  all 
oaths. In  truth the d octrine o f  passive ob ed ien ce , as taught 
at O xford in the reign  o f  Charles the S econ d , can be deduced  
from th e  B ib le  on ly  by a  m ode o f  interpretation which w ould  
irresistib ly lead  us to the  conclusions o f  B arclay and P en n .

It w as n ot m erely  b y  argum ents drawn from the letter  o f  
Scripture that the A nglican  theo log ian s h a d , during the years 
which im m ediately  fo llo w ed  th e  R esto ra tio n , laboured  to 
prove their favourite ten et. T h ey  had attem pted  to show  
that, even  i f  revelation  had b een  s ilen t, reason w ould  have  
taught w ise  m en the  fo lly  and  w ickedness o f  all resistan ce to 
established  governm ent. It was universally adm itted  that 
such resistan ce w as, ex cep t in extrem e c a se s , unjustifiable.
And w ho w ould  undertake to  draw the lin e  betw een  extrem e  
cases and ordinary cases?  W as there any governm ent in the  
w orld under w hich  there  w ere n ot to b e  found som e d iscon-

14'
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c h a p . ten ted  and factious m en w ho w ould sa y , and perhaps think , 
-J555—  that their gr ievan ces con stituted  an extrem e case? I f ,  indeed , 

it w ere p o ss ib le  to  lay  dow n a clear and accurate ru le w hich  
m ight forb id  m en to reb e l against T rajan , and y e t  leave  them  
at lib erty  to  reb el against C aligula, such  a rule m ight b e  h igh ly  
beneficia l. B u t no such  ru le had  ever b e e n , or ever  w ould  
b e , fram ed. T o  say that reb ellion  w as law ful under som e  
circum stances, w ithout accurately  defining th ose  circum 
sta n ces , was to Bay that every m an m ight reb e l w h en ever  he 
th ou gh t fit; and a so c ie ty  in  which every  m an reb e lled  w hen
ever  ho th ou gh t fit w ou ld  b e  m ore m iserable than a soc iety  
g o v ern ed  b y  th e  m ost cruel and  licen tiou s d esp ot. I t  was 
th erefore n ecessary  to  m aintain the  great princip le o f  non- 
resistan ce in  all its in tegrity . P articu lar cases m ight doubt
less b e  put in  w hich  resistance w ould  benefit a com m unity: but 
it  w a s . on the  w h o le , b etter  that th e  p e o p le  shou ld  patiently  
endure a bad  govern m en t than that they should re lieve  them 
se lv es b y  v io la tin g  a law on  w hich the security  o f  all govern 
m en t d ep en d ed .

Such  reason ing  easily  con v in ced  a dom inant and pro
sperous party, but cou ld  ill bear th e  scrutiny o f  m inds strongly  
e x c ited  b y  royal in justice and ingratitude. It is true that to 
trace th e  ex a c t boundary betw een  rightfu l and  w rongful re
sistance is im possib le: but th is im possib ility  arises from  the 
nature o f  r igh t and w ro n g , and is found in a lm ost every part 
o f  eth ical sc ien ce . A  g o o d  action  is n o t d istinguished  from  
a b ad  action  by m arks so plain as those  w hich d istinguish  a 
h exagon  from  a square. T h er e  is a frontier w here v irtue and 
v ice  fade in to  each  other. W ho has ever b een  ab le to define  
th e  ex a c t boundary betw een  courage and rash n ess, betw een  
p rudence and cow ard ice, betw een  frugality  and avarice, 
betw een  lib erality  and prod iga lity?  W ho has ever  b een  able 
to  say how  far m ercy to  offenders ought to b e  carried , and 
w here it ceases to d eserve  the  nam e o f  m ercy and b ecom es a 
pern icious w eak n ess?  W hat casu ist, w hat law giver , has ever 
b een  ab le n ice ly  to  mark the  lim its o f  the r igh t o f  se lf-d efence?  
A ll our jurists h o ld  that a certain quantity o f  risk  to life  or 
lim b justifies a m an in sh ootin g  or stabb ing an assailant: but
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they have lo n g  g iven  up in despair th e  attem pt to d escr ib e , in 
precise w ord s, that quantity o f  risk. T h e y  on ly  say that it 
m ust b e , n ot a sligh t r isk , but a risk such as w ould cause  
serious apprehension  to a man o f  firm m ind; and w ho w ill 
undertake to  say  w hat is the  precise  am ount o f  apprehension  
w hich d eserves to b e  ca lled  ser iou s, or  what is the  precise  
texture o f  m ind w hich  d eserves to b e  ca lled  firm. It  is doubt
less to b e  regre tted  that the nature o f  words and the  nature o f  
things do n o t adm it o f  m ore accurate leg isla tio n : nor can it bo  
denied  that w rong w ill o ften  b e  done w hen  m en are ju d g e s  in 
their ow n ca u se , and proceed  instantly to ex ecu te  their own  
judgm ent. Y et w ho w ou ld , on that accou n t, interdict all 
se lf-d efen ce?  T h e  r igh t w hich a p eop le  has to resist a bad  g o 
vernm ent bears a  clo se  analogy to  the  rightw hich  an individual, 
in the ab sen ce o f  lega l p ro tection , has to slay an assailant. In  
both cases th e  evil m ust be grave. In  both  cases a ll regular  
and p eaceab le  m odes o f  d efen ce  m ust b e  exh au sted  before  the  
aggrieved  party resorts to  extrem ities. In  both cases an awful 
responsibility  is incurred . In  b oth  cases the burden o f  the  
p roof lie s  on him  w ho has ven tured  on so  d esperate an ex 
ped ien t; an d , i f  h e  fails to  v in d icate h im se lf, h e  is justly  
liable to  the  severest p en a lties . B u t in neither case can we  
absolutely deny the  ex isten ce  o f  the r igh t. A  man b ese t by  
assassins is n o t b ound  to lot h im se lf b e  tortured and butchered  
w ithout u sin g  his w ea p o n s, b ecau se  n ob od y has over b een  
able precisely  to define the  am ount o f  danger w hich justifies  
hom icide. N o r  is a so c ie ty  bound to endure passively  all that 
tyranny can in flict, becau se  n ob od y  has ever  b een  ab le p re
cisely to define the am ount o f  m isgovernm ent w hich justifies  
reb ellion .

B u t cou ld  the  resistance o f  E nglishm en to such a prince as 
Jam es b e  p roperly  called  reb ellion ?  T h e  thorough-paced  d is
ciples o f  F ilm er , in d e e d , m aintained that there w as no d if
ference w h atever betw een  the  polity  o f  our country and that o f  
T u rk ey , and th a t, i f  the K in g  did n ot confiscate the  contents  
o f  all the tills  in L om bard S tr e e t , and send  m utes w ith bow 
strings to Sancroft and H a lifa x , this w as on ly  becau se  H is  
M ajesty w as too gracious to  u se  the w hole pow er w hich h e  d e-

C H A P .
ir.

1688.
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chap. r iv ed  from  heaven . B u t th e  great b od y  o f  T o r ie s , though, 
in the heat o f  con flic t, they m ight occasionally  use language  
-which eeem ed  to  in d icate that they  approved  o f  these extra
vagant d o c tr in es , heartily  abhorred  desp otism . T h e  E nglish  
govern m en t w a s , in their v ie w , a lim ited  m onarchy. Y et  
how  can a m onarchy b e  said  to  b e lim ited  i f  force is never to 
b e  em p lo y ed , even  in  th e  last reso rt, for the purpose o f  m ain
taining th e  lim itations? In  M u scovy , w h ere th e  sovereign  
w as, b y  the  constitution  o f  th e  sta te , a b so lu te , it  m ight per
haps b e , w ith som e colour o f  tru th , con ten d ed  th a t, w hatever  
ex cesse s h e  m ight com m it, h e  was still en titled  to d em and , on  
Christian prin cip les, the ob ed ien ce  o f  his su b jects. B u t h ere  
prince and p eop le  w ere alike bound by the  law s. I t  was there
fore Jam es w ho incurred th e  w oe den ou n ced  against those  
w ho insu lt the pow ers that b e . It was Jam es w ho w as resisting  
the  ordinance o f  G o d , w ho was m utinying against that leg iti
m ate authority to  w hich  h e  ou gh t to have b een  su b ject, not 
on ly  for w rath , but also for con sc ien ce  sa k e , and w ho was, 
in  the  true sen se  o f  the w ords o f  J e s u s , w ithh old in g  from  
Csesar the  things w hich w ere Ctesar’s.

M oved  b y  such  considerations as th e se , the ab lest and  
m ost en ligh ten ed  T or ie s b egan  to  adm it that th ey  had over
strained  th e  d octrine o f  passive o b ed ien ce . T h e  d ifference  
b etw een  th ese  m en and the W higs as to the  reciprocal obliga
tions o f  K ings and subjects was now  no lo n g er  a d ifference o f  
p rincip le. T h er e  still rem ain ed , it is tru e , m any historical 
controversies betw een  the party w hich had alw ays m aintained  
the law fulness o f  resistance and th e  new  con verts. T h e  m e
m ory o f  the  b lessed  M artyr was still as m uch revered  as ever 
b y  those old  C avaliers w ho w ere ready to take arm s against 
his degen erate  son . T h e y  still spoke with abhorrence o f  the  
L on g  P arliam ent, o f  th e  R y e  H ou se  P lo t ,  and o f  the  W estern  
insurrection . B u t, w hatever they m ight th in k  about the 
p a st, th e  v iew  w hich  they  took o f  the p resen t w as altogether  
W h ig g ish : for th e y  now  held  that extrem e op p ression  might 
ju stify  res ista n ce , and  they h eld  that the oppression  w hich the 
nation suffered was extrem e.*

* This change in the opinion of a section of the Tory party is well
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It m ust n o t, h o w ev er , b e  su pposed  that all the T o r ie s re- cuap. 
n o u n ced , even  at that conjuncture, a ten et w hich they  had  —resVI 
from  ch ildhood  b een  taugh t to regard  as an essential part o f  
C hristianity, w liich  they had professed  during m any years 
with ostentatious v eh em en ce , and w hich they had attem pted  
to propagate by persecu tion . M any w ere k ep t stead y  to their  
old creed  by co n sc ien ce , and m any by sham e. B u t the greater  
part, even  o f  th ose  w ho still con tinu ed  to pronounce all re
sistance to th e  sovereign  unlaw ful, w ere d isp o se d , in the  
even t o f  a  civ il con flic t, to rem ain neutral. N o  provocation  
Bhould drive them  to  r e b e l:  b u t, i f  reb ellion  broke forth , it 
did n o t appear that th ey  w ere b ound  to fight for Jam es the  
S eco n d  as th ey  w ou ld  have fought for Charles the F irst. T h e  
Christians o f  R om e had b e e n  forb idd en  b y  Saint P a u l to resist 
the govern m en t o f  N ero : but there w as no reason  to  b elieve  
that th e  A p o stle , i f  he h ad  b een  a live  w hen the  L eg ion s and 
the S en ate  rose up aga inst that w icked  E m p eror, w ould have  
com m anded the  brethren to  fly to arm s in support o f  tyranny.
T h e  d uty  o f  th e  p ersecu ted  Church w as clear: she m ust suffer 
p atiently , and com m it her cause to G od . B u t , i f  G o d , w hose  
providence p erpetually  ed u ces g o o d  out o f  ev il, should  be  
p lea se d , as o ftentim es H e had b een  p le a se d , to  redress her  
w rongs by the instrum entality  o f  m en w h ose angry passions 
her lesson s had  n ot b een  ab le to tam e, she m ight gratefully  
accep t from  H im  a deliverance w hich .her princip les did not 
perm it h er  to ach ieve for h erself. M ost o f  those  T or ies, 
therefore, w ho still sin cerely  d isclaim ed all thought o f  at
tacking the g o v ern m en t, w ere y e t  b y  no m eans inclined  to d e
fend  i t ,  and  perh ap s, w h ile  g lory ing  in their own scruples, 
secretly  rejo iced  that everyb od y  w as not so scrupulous as 
them selves.

T h e  W higs saw  that their tim e w as com e. W hether they  
should draw the sw ord against the  governm ent h ad , during  
six or seven  y ea rs , b e e n , in  their v iew , m erely  a question  o f

Illustrated by a little  tract published a t tbe beginning of 1689, and en
titled “ A Dialogue between Two F rien d s , wherein the Church of Eng
land is vindicated in Joining with the P rince of O range.”
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c h a p ,  pru d en ce; and pru d en ce it se lf  now  urged  them  to  take a bold  
" T S ir  course.
Ru.neii In M a y , b efore th e  birth o f  the P rin ce  o f  W a les , and w hile
lo'thV** w as still uncertain  w heth er th e  D eclaration  w ould  or w ould  
Prince ot n ot b e  read  in th e  ch u rch es, E dw ard R u ssell had repaired  to 
desceñí * th e  H agu e. H e  had stron gly  rep resen ted  to the  P rin ce  o f  
und °̂g* O range th e  sta te  o f  the  p ub lic  m in d , and had advised  his 

H igh n ess to  appear in  E ngland  at the  head  o f  a strong  body of 
tro o p s, and to  call the p eop le  to arm s.

W illiam  had se e n , a t a g la n c e , the w h ole  im portance o f  
th e  crisis. “ N o w  or n e v e r ,”  h e  excla im ed  in Latin to D yk -  
velt.*  T o  R u sse ll lie  h eld  m ore guard ed  la n g u a g e , adm itted  
that th e  distem pers o f  the  state w ere such as required  an e x 
traordinary rem ed y , but sp ok e with earnestness o f  th e  chance  
o f  fa ilu re , and o f  the  calam ities w hich failure m ight b ring on  
B ritain  and on E urope. H e  knew  w ell th a t m any w ho talked  
in h igh  lan gu age about sacrificing their  lives and fortunes for 
the ir  country w ou ld  hesita te w hen th e  p rosp ect o f  another  
B lo o d y  C ircuit w as brought c lo se  to them . H e  w anted  th ere
fore to h a v e , n o t vagu e p rofessions o f  g o o d  w ill, but d istinct 
invitations and prom ises o f  support subscribed  b y  pow erful 
and em inent m en . R u ssell rem arked that it  w ou ld  b e d ange
rous to  entrust th e  design  to a great num ber o f  p ersons. W il
liam  a ssen ted , and said  that a few  signatures w ould b e  suffi
c ie n t , i f  th ey  w ere th e  signatures o f  statesm en w ho repre
sen ted  grea t in terests .4*

W ith th is answ er R u sse ll returned to L on d o n , w here he 
found  the  excitem en t greatly  in creased  and daily increasing. 
T h e  im prisonm ent o f  the  B ish ops and the delivery of the 
Q ueen  m ade his task easier than h e  cou ld  have anticipated. 
H e  lo st  no tim e in co llec tin g  the v o ices o f  the  ch iefs o f  th e  op
position . H is principal coadjutor in  this work w as H enry

Htnrj S id n e y , brother o f  A lgern on . I t  is rem arkable tha t both
sidnej. £ dward R u sse ll and  H enry  S id n ey  had  b een  in the household

o f  J a m e s , that b oth  h ad , partly  on  p ub lic  and partly o n p ri-

• “ Aul nu n c , au t nunquam ." — Witsen MS. quoted b j  W agenaar, 
book 1*.

•• B urnet, I. 763.
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vato gro u n d s, b ecom e his en em ies, and that b oth  had  to c i u p .

a v en g e  th e  b lood  o f  near kinsm en w ho h a d , in the  sam e year, 1688;
fallen  victim s to  his im placable severity . H ere  the resem 
b lance en d s. R u sse ll , w ith considerable ab ilities , w as proud, 
acrim on ious, re s tle ss , and v io len t. S id n e y , w ith  a sw eet  
tem per and  w inning m anners, seem ed  to be deficient in capa
city and k n o w led g e , and to b e  sunk in voluptuousness and in 
d o len ce . H is face and  form w ere em inently handsom e. In  
his you th  h e  h ad  b een  the terror o f  h u sb an d s; and even  now, 
at n ear fifty , ho w as the favourite o f  w om en and the  envy o f  
you n ger m en . H e  had form erly resided  at the H ague in a 
public  ch aracter, and had then su cceed ed  in obtain ing a large  
share o f  W illiam ’s con fidence. M any w ondered  at th is: for it 
seem ed  that betw een  the m ost austere o f  statesm en  and the  
m ost d isso lute o f  id lers there cou ld  b e  noth in g  in  com m on.
S w ift, m any years la ter , cou ld  n o t b e  con vin ced  that one  
w hom  h e had know n on ly  as an illiterate and frivolous o ld  rake 
could  rea lly  have p layed  a great part in  a great revolution.
Y et a  less acute ob server than Sw ift m ight have b een  aware  
that th ere  is a certain ta c t, resem blin g  an in stin ct, w hich is 
often  w anting to  great orators and p h ilo so p h ers, and  w hich  
is o ften  found in persons w h o , i f  ju d g ed  b y  the ir  conversation  
or b y  their w ritin gs, w ou ld  b e  pron ou n ced  sim pletons. In 
d e e d , w hen a m an p ossesses th is ta c t , it is  in som e sense  an 
advantage to him  that h e  is destitute o f  those  m ore show y  
ta len ts w hich w ould m ake him an o b ject o f  adm iration , o f  
en v y , and o f  fear. S id ney  w as a rem arkable instance o f  this 
truth. In cap ab le , ig n o ra n t, and dissipated  as h e  seem ed  to  
b e , h e  u n d ersto o d , or rather fe lt , w ith whom  it w as necessary  
to b e  r eserv ed , and w ith w hom  he m ight safely  venture to b e  
com m unicative. T h e  con sequ en ce w as that h e  d id  w hat M or- 
daunt, w ith all his v ivacity  and in ven tio n , or B u rn et, with  
all h is m ultifarious k n ow led ge and fluent e lo cu tio n , never  
could have d one.*

W ith  the o ld  W h igs there could  b e  no d ifficu lty. In their  
opinion there  had b een  scarcely  a m om ent, during m any years

•S id n e y 's  D iary and Correspondence, edited by Mr. Blecnowe;
Mackay’s Memoirs with Swift's n o te ; B urnet, i. 163.
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at w hich the  p ub lic  w rongs w ou ld  n o t have justified  resistan ce. 
D evon sh ire , w ho m ight be regarded  as their ch ief, had privato  
as w ell as p ub lic  w rongs to r ev en g e . H e  w en t into the  schem e  
with his w h ole  heart, and answ ered  for h is party.*

R u ssell op en ed  th e  d esign  to Shrew sbury. S id n ey  sou n d ed  
H alifax . Shrew sbury took  h is part with a  courage and decision  
w hich, at a later period , seem ed  to be w anting to his character. 
H e at on ce  agreed  to  s e th is  es ta te , his h on ou rs, and  h is life , 
on the  stak e. B u t H alifax  rece iv ed  the first h int o f  the p roject  
in a  w ay w hich show ed that it w ould  b e  u se le ss , and perhaps  
h azardous, to b e  exp lic it. H e  was in d eed  n o t th e  man for 
such an en terprise. H is in te llec t was inexhaustib ly  fertile  o f  
distinctions and ob jection s; his tem per calm  and  unadven
turous. H e  w as ready to oppose the Court to the utm ost in  the  
H ou se o f  L ords and  by m eans o f  anonym ous w ritin g s: but he  
was litt le  d isp osed  to exch an ge his lord ly  rep ose  for  the  in se
cure and ag ita ted  life  o f  a co n sp ira to r , to  b e  in th e  pow er o f  
accom p lices, to live  in  constant dread  o f  warrants and  K in g's  
m essen g ers, nay, p erh a p s, to en d  h is days on a sca ffo ld , or 
to  live  on  alm s in  som e back  stree t o f  the H ague. H e  there
fore  le t  fall som e w ords w hich  plain ly ind icated  that h e  d id  
n ot w ish to b e  privy to the  in tentions o f  h is m ore daring and  
im petuous friends. S id n ey  u nderstood  him and said no more.**

T h e  n ex t application  w as m ade to D a n b y , and had far 
better su ccess. In d e e d , for h is b o ld  and active spirit the  
danger and the ex c item en t, w hich w ere insupportable to  the  
m ore d elica te ly  organ ized  m ind o f  H a lifax , had a strong fas
cination . T h e  d ifferent characters o f  th e  two statesm en w ere  
le g ib le  in the ir  faces. T h e  b ro w , th e  e y e , and the  m outh of  
H alifax  in d icated  a pow erful in te llec t and  an exq u isite  sense  
o f  the  lu d icrou s; but the  exp ression  was that o f  a sc ep tic , o f  
a  vo luptuary, o f  a man n o t lik ely  to  venture his all on  a  sing le  
hazard , or to b e  a martyr in any cause. T o  th o se  w ho are ac
quainted  w ith his countenance it w ill not seem  w onderfu l that 
thew riter  in whom  h e m o std e lig h ted w a sM o n ta ig n e .” * D anby

* B urnet, 1. 164.; Letter in cipher to William , dated June 18. 16SS, 
In D alrjm ple.

"  B u rnet, i. 164.; L e tte r  in  c ip h e r  to W illiam , da ted  J u n e  IS. 168S.
As to M ontaigne, see H alifax’s Letter to Cotton. 1 am not sure
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was a sk e le to n ; and his m eagre and w rinkled, thou gh  hand- coap. 
som e and n ob le , face stron gly  exp ressed  both  the  k een n ess o f  —  
his parts and th e  restlessn ess o f  his am bition. A lread y  h e  had  
on ce risen  from  obscurity to the h eigh t o f  pow er. H e  had then  
fallen  h ead lon g  from  his e levation . H is life  had b een  in 
danger. H e  bad passed  years in a prison . H e  w as now  free: 
b u t this d id  n ot con ten t h im : he w ished  to be again  great. 
A ttach ed  as h e  w as to th e  A nglican  C hurch , h ostile  as h e  w as 
to th e  F ren ch  a sc en d e n c y , h e  cou ld  n ot hope to b e  great in a 
court sw arm ing w ith Jesu its and obsequ ious to the H ou se  o f  
B ou rb on . B u t , i f  h e  bore a c h ie f  part in a revolu tion  which  
should  confound all the  schem es o f  the P a p is ts , w hich should  
put an end to the lo n g  vasalago o f  E n g la n d , and w hich should  
transfer th e  rega l pow er to  an illustrious pair whom  h e had  
u n ited , h e  m ight em erge from  h is ec lip se  w ith new  sp lendour.
T h e  W h ig s , w h ose  anim osity had n in e years before  driven  
him  from  o ffic e , w o u ld , on  h is auspicious reappearance, jo in  
their acclam ations to the acclam ations o f  his old  friends the  
Cavaliers. A lready  there  had  b een  a  com plete reconciliation  
b etw een  him  and on e o f  the  m ost d istinguished  o f  those  w ho  
had form erly b een  m anagers o f  h is im peachm ent, the  Earl 
o f  D evon sh ire . T h e  two n ob lem en  had m et at a v illage  in th e  
P e a k , and had exch an ged  assurances o f  g o o d  w ill. D evon 
shire had  frankly ow ned  that th e  W higs had b een  gu ilty  o f  a 
great in ju stice , and had declared  that they  w ere now  con
v in ced  o f  their  error. D anby, on h is s id e , had also recanta
tions to m ake. H e  had on ce h e ld , or pretended  to  h o ld , the  
doctrin e o f  passive ob ed ien ce  in the largest sen se . U n d er his 
adm inistration and with h is san ction , a law had been  proposed  
w h ich , i f  it had  b een  p a ssed , w ould  have exclu d ed  from  P ar
liam ent and office all w ho refu sed  to d eclare on oath that they  
th ou gh t resistan ce in every case unlaw ful. B u t h is vigorous  
u n d erstan d ing , now  thorough ly  aw akened by anxiety  for the  
public in terests and for h is own, was no lon ger to b e  duped , i f  
in d eed it  ev er  had been  duped, by such childish  fa llac ies. H e  at

th a t th e  h ea d  o f  H alifax  in W estm inste r A bbey does  n o t g ive a m ore 
lively  n o tio n  o l him  than  any  p a in ting  o r  eng rav ing  th a t 1 have seen .
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c i j a p .  o n c e g a v e in  his ow n adhesion  to  the  conspiracy. H e th e n e x e r t-  
lt8  ̂ " ed  liixnself to  obtain  the co n eu rren ceo f C om pton, the  suspended  

Bishop B ishop o f  L ondon , and  su cceed ed  w ithout d ifficu lty. N o  p re- 
comptoD. late had b een  so in so len tly  and unjustly  treated  by th e  g o vern 

m ent as C om pton; n or had any prelate so m uch to  ex p ect from  
a revolu tion: for he had d irected  the  education  o f  the P rincess  
o f  O range, and w as su pposed  to  p o ssess a large share o f  her  
con fid en ce. H e  had, lik e  his brethren , stron gly  m aintained, as 
lo n g  as h e was n o t o p p ressed , that it w as a crim e to  resist  
oppression; b u t, sin ce  h e  had  stood  b efore the  H igh  Com m is
s io n , a new  ligh t had  broken in upon h is m ind.*

Nottins- B o th  D anby and Com pton w ere desirous to secure the  
assistance o f  N ottingham . T h e  w h ole  plan was op en ed  to 
h im ; and ho approved  o f  it. B u t in  a few  days h e  b egan  to 
b e unq uiet. H is m ind was n o t sufficiently pow erfu l to  em an
cipate it se lf  from  th e prejudices o f  education . H e  w ent about 
from  divine to  d iv ine p rop osin g  in  gen era l term s h ypothetical 
cases o f  tyranny, and  inquiring w hether in su ch ca sesre s ista n ce  
w ould  b e law ful. T h e  answ ers w hich h e ob ta in ed  increased  
his d istress. H e  at len gth  to ld  h is accom p lices that he could  
go  no further w ith  them . I f  they thou gh t him  capab le o f  b e
traying them , they  m ight stab him; and h e sh ou ld  hardly blam e  
th e m ; for, b y  draw ing back  after g o in g  so far, h e  had g iven  
them  a kind o f  righ t over  his life . T h e y  had , how ever, h e  as
sured  them , noth ing  to fear from  h im : he w ould  k eep  their se 
cret; h e c o u ld n o th e lp w ish in g  them  su cc ess ,b u t his con sc ien ce  
w ould  n o t suffer him  to  take an active part in  a reb ellion . 
T h e y  heard  his con fession  w ith suspicion  and d isdain . S id ney , 
w hose notions o f  a  conscien tious scru p lew ere ex trem ely  vague, 
in form ed th e  P rin ce  that N ottingham  had taken  fright. I t  is 
due to N ottingham , how ever, to say that th e  genera l ten or o f  his 
life  justifies us in b e liev in g  his co n d u cto n  this occasion  to have  
b een  p erfectly  honest, though  m ost unw ise and irresolute.**  

T h e  agen ts o f  th e  P r in c e  h ad  m ore com plete su ccess with  
L ord  L um ley, w ho knew  h im se lf  to b e , in sp ite  o f  th e  em inent

* See D an b y ’s In lro d u c iio n  to  th e  p a p e rs  w hich he p u b lish ed  in 
1710; B u rn e t, i . 764.

••  B u rn e t ,  i. 764.; S idney  to th e  P r in c e  of O ra n g e , J u n e  30. 1688 in 
D alry m p le .
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service w hich  h e  had  perform ed at th e  tim e o f  the  W estern  c h a p . 

insurrection , abhorred  at W h ite h a ll, n ot on ly  as a  h eretic  but 
as a ren eg a d e , and w ho was therefore m ore eager than m ost 
o f  th ose  w ho had  b een  born P rotestants to  take arms in  d e
fen ce  o f  P rotestantism .*

I D u rin g  J u n e  the m eetin gs o f  those  w ho w ere in the  se cret ijitiia- 
w ere frequent. A t len g th , on the  last day o f  the  m onth , t h e ^ ”, '^  
day on  w hich  the B ish ops w ere  pron ou n ced  n o t g u ilty , th e  despatch- 

decisive  step w as taken . A  form al invitation , transcribed  by  
S id n e y , but drawn up b y  som e person  m ore sk illed  than  
S id n ey  in the  art o f  com p osition , was despatched  to the  
H agu e. In this paper W illiam  w as assured  that n in eteen  tw en
tieth s o f  the E nglish  p eo p le  w ere desirous o f  a  ch a n g e , and  
w ould  w illingly  jo in  to  effect i t ,  i f  on ly  th ey  cou ld  obtain  the  
h elp  o f  such a force from  abroad as m ight secure those  who  
shou ld  r ise  in  arms from  th e danger o f  b ein g  d isp ersed  and  
slaughtered  before  th e y  could  form  them selves into anyth ing  
lik e  m ilitary order. I f  his H igh n ess w ou ld  appear in the  island  
a t th e  head  o f  som e tro o p s, ten s o f  thousands w ould hasten  
to h is standard. H e  w ould  soon  find h im se lf at the head  o f  a 
force  greatly  superior to  the  w h ole  regu lar arm y o f  E ngland.
N o r  could  that arm y bo im plicitly  d ep en d ed  on  by the govern
m ent. T h e  officers w ere d iscon ten ted ; and the  com m on  
so ld iers shared that aversion  to P o p ery  w hich  w as g en era l in 
th e  class from w hich they w ere taken . In  th e  n avy P rotestant 
fee lin g  was still stron ger. I t  was im portant to  take som e  
d ecis ive  step  w hile  th ings w ere in  th is sta te . T h e  enterprise  
w ould b e  far m ore arduous i f  it  w ere deferred  till the K ing, 
b y  rem od elling  boroughs and reg im en ts , had procured  a 
P arliam ent and an arm y on w hich  h e  cou ld  re ly . T h e  con
spirators, therefore, im plored the  P r in ce  to  com e am ong them  
w ith as little  d elay as p ossib le . T h e y  p led g ed  their honour that 
they  w ould  jo in  him* and they  u ndertook  to se cu re  the  co 
operation  o f  as large a  num ber o f  p ersons as could  safely  b e  
trusted with so m om entous and perilous a secret. On one  
point they  thought it their duty to rem onstrato w ith his H igh
n ess. H e had  n ot taken advantage o f  the opin ion  which the  

* Burnet, i. 163.; Luinlej to William, May 81. 1088, in Dalrytnple.
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great body o f  th e  E n g lish  p eo p le  had  form ed resp ectin g  tho 
late birth. H e  h a d , on  th e  contrary, sen t congratu lations to  
W h itehall, and had thus seem ed  to  ack n ow led ge that th e  child  
who w as called  P rince  o f  W ales w as rightfu l h eir o f  the throne. 
T h is was a grave error , and had  dam ped th e  zea l o f  m any. 
N o t  o n e  person  in a  thousand d ou b ted  that th e  b o y  w as sup
p osititiou s; and th e  P rince  w ould  b e  w anting to h is ow n in ter
ests i f  th e  suspicious circum stances w hich  had  a tten d ed  the  
Q u een ’s confinem ent w ere n ot put prom inently  forw ard am ong  
his reasons for taking arms.*

T h is  paper w as sign ed  in cipher by the  seven  ch iefs o f  
the con sp iracy , Shrew sbury , D ev o n sh ire , D a n b y , L um ley, 
C om pton, R u sse ll and S id n ey . H erbert undertook  to b e  their  
m essen ger. H is errand w as on e o f  no ordinary peril. H e  
assum ed the garb o f  a com m on sa ilor , and in  th is d isgu ise  
reach ed  th e  D u tch  coast in safety , on the  F riday  after the  trial 
o fth o B ish o p s . H e  instantly h asten ed  to the  P r in ce . B entin ck  
and D yk velt w ere su m m oned , and severa l days w ere passed  
in d elib eration . T h e  first resu lt o f  th is delib eration  was that 
th e  prayer for the P rince o f  W ales ceased  to b e  read  in  the  
P rin cess’s chapel.**

From  his w ife W illiam  had no opposition  to apprehend. 
H er understand ing had b een  com p lete ly  subjugated  b y  h is;  
an d , w hat is  m ore extraordinary, h e h ad  w on  h er  entire  
affection . H e  was to h er  in  the p lace o f  the parents w hom  she  
had lo st by death and b y  estrangem ent, o f  th e  ch ildren  who  
had  b een  d en ied  to  h er p rayers, and o f  th e  country from  
w hich sh e  w as b an ish ed . H>s em pire over h er  heart was 
d iv id ed  on ly  w ith her G od . T o  h er  father sh e  had probably  
never b een  attach ed : sh e  had quitted him  y o u n g : m any years  
h ad  elapsed  since sh e  had seen  h im ; and  no part o f  his co n 
duct to her, sin ce  her m arriage, had in d icated  ten dern ess on  
his part, or had  b een  ca lcu lated  to call forth  ten d ern ess on  
hers. H e  had  done all in his pow er to disturb her dom estic  
h ap p in ess, an d  had estab lished  a system  o f  sp y in g , eav es
d rop p ing , and ta leb earin g  under her roo f. H e  had  a far

* See th e  inv ita tion  a t  leng th  in D a lrym p le .
** Sidney's L etter to W illiam, June 30. 16SS; A vaui Keg., July iJ . H-
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greater reven u e than any o f  his p red ecessors had  ever p os- CI5*P- 
se sse d , and  regularly a llow ed to h er y ou n ger sister  forty  '~16s8- 
thousand pounds a y ear:*  but the  heiress presum ptive o f  his 
throne had  n ever  rece ived  from him  the sm allest pecuniary  
assistan ce , and  w as scarcely  ab le to  m ake that appearance  
w hich becam e h er h igh  rank am ong European p rin cesses. S h e  
had ventured  to in terced e w ith  him on b eh a lf o f  h er  o ld  friend  
and precep tor  C om pton, w h o , for refusing to  com m it an act 
o f  flagitious in justice, had  beeri susp en d ed  from  h is ep iscopal 
fun ction s; but she had b een  ungraciously repulsed.** From  
the day on w hich it had  b ecom e clear that she and her hus
band w ero determ ined  n o t to  b e  parties to the subversion o f  
the  E nglish  con stitu tion , on e c h ie f  o b ject o f  th e  p o litics o f  
Jam es had b een  to injure them  b oth . H e  had reca lled  the  
British  regim ents from  H ollan d . H e  had  conspired  w ith  
T y r co n n e l and with F ran ce against M ary’s r ig h ts, and  had  
m ade arrangem ents for depriving her o f  one at least o f  the  
three crow ns to w hich, at h is d ea th , she w ould  have b een  
en titled . I t  was now  b e liev ed  by th e  great b od y  o f  his peop le, 
and by m any persons h igh  in  rank and d istinguished  by abili
t ie s , that h e h ad  in troduced  a supposititious P r in ce  o f  W ales  
in to  th e  royal fa m ily , in  order to deprive her o f  a m agnificent 
in h eritan ce; and there is no reason  to doubt that sh e  partook  
o f  th e  prevailing susp icion . T h a t sh e  should  lo v e  such  a 
father was im possib le . H er relig iou s p r in c ip les, in d eed , 
w ere so strict that sh e  w ou ld  probably h ave tried to perform  
w hat sh e  con sid ered  as her d u ty , ev en  to a father whom  she  
did n o t lo v e . On the  p resen t occasion , h ow ever, sh e  ju d g ed  
that the claim  o f  Jam es to  h er ob ed ien ce  ought to y ie ld  to a  
claim  m ore sacred . A nd  in d eed  a ll d iv ines and publicists  
agree in  th is , th a t, w hen the  daughter o f  a prince o f  one  
country is m arried to a  prince o f  another cou n try , she is 
bound to  fo rg et her ow n p eop le  and her fa th er’s b o u se , and, 
in the  even t o f  a  rupture betw een  her husband  and  her  
p aren ts, to  sid e  w ith her husband . T h is  is the  und oub ted  
rule even  w hen the husband is in the w rong; and to M ary the

* B onrepau i, July i j .  16S7.
"  B irc h 's  E x tra c ts , in th e  B ritish  M useum .
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chap. enterprise w hich W illiam  m ed itated  appeared  n ot only ju st,
" ii57~ but holy*
n ifo c u i-  B u t , thou gh  sh e carefu lly  abstained  from d oin g  or saying  
ties o f anything that cou ld  add  to  his d ifficu lties , those  difficulties 
e n te r -  w ere serious in d eed . T h e y  w ere in truth but im perfectly
Pri,e- understood  even  b y  som e o f  th o se  w ho inv ited  him o v e r , and

have b een  b u t im perfectly  describ ed  by som e o f  those  w ho  
have w ritten the h istory  o f  his exp ed ition .

T h e  o b stacles w hich  h e  m ight ex p ec t to encounter on  
E nglish  gro u n d , though  the least form idable o f  the  ob stacles  
w hich sto o d  in th e  w ay o f  his d esig n , w ere y e t  serious. H e  
fe lt  that it w ou ld  b e  m adness in him  to im itate th e  exam ple o f  
M onm outh, to cross th e  sea  w ith a few  B ritish  adventurers, 
and  to  trust to  a gen era l r ising  o f  the  popu lation . I t  was 
necessary, and it was p ronounced  n ecessary by all th o se  who  
in v ited  him  over, that h e  shou ld  carry an arm y w ith him . Y et  
w ho cou ld  answ er for the effect w hich the  appearance o f  such  
an army m ight prod u ce?  T h e  governm ent w as in d eed  ju stly  
od iou s. B u t w ould  th e  E n g lish  p e o p le , a ltogeth er  unac
custom ed  to th e  in terference o f  continental pow ers in E nglish  
d isp u tes , b e  in clin ed  to look  w ith favour on a deliverer  who 
w as surrounded by foreign  so ld iers?  I f  any part o f  th e  royal 
forces reso lu te ly  w ithstood  the in vad ers, w ou ld  n ot that part 
soon  have on its sid e  the  patriotic sym pathy o f  m illions? A  
d efeat w ould b e  fatal to  the w h ole  undertaking. A  bloody  
victor)- g a in ed  in  th e  heart o f  th e  island  by tho m ercenaries o f  
th e  S ta tes G eneral over the  C oldstream  G uards and the Buffs 
w ould  be a lm ost as grea t a calam ity as a  d efea t. Such  a 
victory  w ou ld  b e  the  m ost cruel w ound ev er  inflicted  on the 
national pride o f  one o f  the prou d est o f  nations. T h e  crown  
so w on w ould  never  b e  worn in p eace  or secu rity . T h e  hatred  
w ith w hich  the  H igh  C om m ission and the  Jesu its w ere  re
gard ed  w ould  g iv e  p lace  to  the m ore in tense  hatred w hich  
w ould  be inspired by the a lien  con q u ero rs; and m any, w ho had  
hitherto contem plated  the pow er o f  F rance w ith  dread  and  
loa th in g , w ou ld  say th a t, i f  a  foreign  y o k e  m ust b e  borne, 
there w as less  ignom iny in subm itting to F rance than in sub
m itting to H ollan d.
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T h ose considerations m ight w ell have m ade W illiam  un- c,l| ” ’' 
easy, even i f  all th e  m ilitary m eans o f  the U n ited  P rovinces ■ 
had b een  at his absolu te d isposal. B u t in truth it seem ed  
very doubtfu l w heth er h e  w ou ld  b e  ab le  to  obtain the as
sistance o f  a s in g le  batta lion . O f all th e  d ifficu lties w ith w hich  
he had to stru ggle, th e  grea test, though little  n o ticed  by' E n g 
lish  historians, arose from  the constitution  o f  th e  B atavian  
republic. N o  great so c ie ty  lias ever  ex isted  during a lo n g  
course o f  y'ears under a polity  so inconven ient. T h e  States 
G eneral cou ld  n o t m ake war or peace, cou ld  n ot con clu d e any 
alliance or lev y  any ta x , w ithou t the con sent o f  th e  States o f  
every p rovin ce . T h e  S ta tes o f  a p rov in ce  cou ld  n o t g iv e  such  
con sent w ithout th e  con sen t o f  every m unicipality  w hich  had  
a share in  th e  rep resen tation . Every' m unicipality w as, in  
som e se n se , a sovereign  s ta te , a n d , as su ch , cla im ed  the  
right o f  com m unicating d irectly  w ith  foreign  am bassadors, 
and o f  concerting w ith them  the m eans o f  defeatin g  schem es  
on w hich other m unicipalities w ere in tent. In  som e tow n  
councils the party w hich h a d , during several generations, 
regarded  th e  influence o f  the S tad th o ld ers w ith jealousy' had  
great pow er. A t  th e  h ead  o f  this party w ere th e  m agistrates 
o f  the  n ob le  city  o f  A m sterd am , w hich  w as then  at th e  h e ig h t  
o f  prosperity . T h e y  had, ever sin ce  the  p eace o f  N im eguen , 
k ep t up a frien d ly  corresp on d en ce w ith  L ew is through th e  in 
strum entality o f  liis ab le an d  active en v o y  th e  Count o f  A vaux. 
P ropositions brought forw ard b y  the  S tad th old er as ind is
pen sab le to th e  security' o f  the  com m onw ealth , san ction ed  b y  
all the provinces ex cep t H o lla n d , and san ction ed  b y  se v en 
teen  o f  the e igh teen  tow n councils o f  H ollan d , had rep eated ly  
b een  n egatived  by the sin g le  vo ice  o f  A m sterdam . T h e  on ly  
constitutional rem edy in such cases w as that d ep u ties from  
th e  cities w hich w ere agreed  shou ld  pay a v isit  to  the  city  
which d issen ted , for the purpose o f  exp ostu lation . T h e  
num ber o f  d ep u ties was unlim ited: th ey  m ight continue to  
exp ostu late as lo n g  as they  thou gh t fit; and m eanw hile all 
their exp en ses w ere d efrayed  by' the  obstinate com m unity  
which refu sed  to y ie ld  to their argum ents. T h is absurd  m ode  
o f  coercion  had on ce b een  tried  w ith su ccess on the  little  

Macaulay, History. I l l  15
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tow n o f  G orkum , but was not lik ely  to prod u ce m uch effect 
on the  m ighty  and opu lent A m sterdam , renow ned  through
out the  w orld  for its h aven  bristling w ith  innum erable masts, 
its canals bord ered  b y  stately  m a n sio n s, its gorg eo u s hall o f  
s ta te , w a lled , r o o fe d , and floored  w ith  p o lish ed  m arble, its 
w arehouses filled  w ith  the m ost costly  productions o f  Ceylon  
and S urinam , and its E x ch a n g e  resou nd in g  w ith th e  end less  
hubbub o f  a ll the lan gu ages sp ok en  b y  c iv ilised  m en.*

T h e  d isputes b etw een  the m ajority w hich supported  the 
Stad th old er and the m inority h ead ed  by the m agistrates o f  
Am sterdam  had rep eated ly  run so h igh  that b lood sh ed  had 
seem ed  to  b e  in ev itab le. O n one occasion  the P rince  had  
attem pted  to  bring th e  refractory deputies to  punishm ent as 
traitors. On another occasion  the  ga tes o f  A m sterdam  had 
b een  barred against h im , and troops had b een  raised  to de
fen d  the p riv ileges o f  the m unicipal cou n cil. T h a t the rulers 
o f  this great city  w ou ld  ever con sent to  an exp ed ition  offensive  
in  the  h ig h est d egree  to L ew is w hom  they  co u rted , and likely  
to  aggrandise the  H ou se  o f  O range w hich they  a b h o rred , was 
n o t lik e ly . Y e t , w ithou t their consent, such an expedition  
cou ld  n ot leg a lly  b e  undertaken . T o  q uell their  opposition  
by main force  was a course from  w hich, in different circum 
sta n ces , the  reso lu te  and  daring S tad th o ld er  w ou ld  not have 
shrunk. B u t at that m om ent it was m ost im portant that he 
shou ld  carefu lly  avoid  every act w hich  cou ld  b e  represented  
as tyrannical. H e  cou ld  n ot venture to v io la te  th e  fundam en
tal laws o f  H o lla n d  at the  very  m om ent at w hich  h e  was 
draw ing th e  sw ord against his father-in-law  for v io la tin g  the 
fundam ental law s o f  E n glan d . T h e  v io len t subversion  o f  one 
free  constitution  w ould have b een  a strange prelude to the v io
len t restoration  o f  another.**

T h e r e  w as y e t  another difficulty w hich has b een  too little 
n oticed  b y  E n glish  w riters, but w hich was never for a moment 
absent from  W illiam ’s m ind. In  the  exp ed ition  w hich lie 
m editated  h e  could  su cc eed  only b y  appealing to the  P ro

• Avaux Neg., ,6S3*
'•  As to the relation in which the Stadtholder and the city of Amster

dam  stood towards each other, see Avaux, p a itim .
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testant fee lin g  o f  E n g la n d , and b y  stim ulating that fee lin g  till 
it b eca m e, f o r a  t im e , the dom inant and alm ost the  exclu sive  
sentim ent o f  the nation . T h is  w ould in d eed  have b een  a very  
sim ple course, had the  en d  o f  all h is politics been  to effect a  
revolution  in our island  and to reign  there. B u t h e had in 
view  an u lterior en d  w hich could  b e  atta ined  on ly  b y  the  help  
o f  princes sin cerely  a ttached  to  th e  Church o f  R om e. H e  
was desirous to unite the E m p ire , th e  C atholic K in g , and  the  
H oly S e e , w ith  E ngland  and H ollan d , in a  league against the  
F rench ascen d en cy . It was therefore necessary that, w hile  
striking the  g rea test blow ever  struck in d efen ce  o f  P r o 
testantism , h e  should y e t  contrive n ot to  lo se  the goodw ill 
o f  governm ents w hich regarded  P rotestantism  as a deadly  
heresy .

Such w ere the com plicated  difficu lties o f  this great under
taking. C ontinental statesm en saw  a part o f  those d ifficu lties; 
British  sta tesm en  another part. O ne capacious and pow erfu l 
m ind a lon e took  them  all in a t o n e  v iew , and determ ined  to 
surm ount them  all. I t  w as no easy  th ing to subvert the  
E nglish  governm ent b y  m eans o f  a foreign  army w ithout 
ga llin g  the national pride o f  E nglishm en . I t  w as no easy  
th ing to obtain from that Batavian faction w hich regarded  
France w ith partia lity , and the H ou se  o f  O range with aver
sion , a decision  in favour o f  an exp ed ition  w hich w ould  con
found all the schem es o f  F ra n ce , and raise the  H ou se  o f  
O range to the h e ig h t o f  greatn ess. I t  w as no easy thing to 
lead enthusiastic P rotestants on a crusade against P opery  
with th e  g o o d  w ishes o f  alm ost a ll P opish  governm ents and  
o f  the P o p e  h im self. Y e t  all th ese  things W illiam  effected . 
A ll his o b je c ts , even  those w hich appeared m ost incom patib le  
with each  o th er , he atta ined  com p letely  and at on ce . T h e  
w hole h istory o f  ancien t and o f  m odern  tim es records no other  
such trium ph o f  statesm anship.

T h e  task w ould  in d eed  have b een  too arduous even  for 
such a statesm an as the P rince  o f  O ran ge, had n ot h is ch ie f  
adversaries b een  at this tim e sm itten with an infatuation such  
as by m any m en n ot prone to superstition  was ascribed  to the  
special jud g m en t o f  G od . N o t on ly  was the  K in g  o f  E ng-

15*

C H A P .
I X .

1 6 8 S .



2 2 8 n iS T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

a i\p .  lan d , as ho had  ever  b e e n , stupid  and perverse: b u t even 
~ isisT - th® cou n sel o f  the  p o litic  K in g  o f  F rance w as turned into 

foo lish n ess . W h atever  w isdom  and en ergy  cou ld  do W illiam  
did . T h o se  ob stacles w hich  no w isdom  or en ergy  could  
have overcom e h is enem ies them selves studiously  rem oved . 

Conduct On the  great day on w hich the  B ish ops w ere acquitted, 
after an,l on w hich  the  invitation  w as desp atch ed  to th e  H ague, 
live' °r J ame3 returned  from  H ou n slow  to W estm inster in a  gloom y  
uisiiopi. and ag ita ted  m ood . H e  m ade an effort tha t afternoon to 

appear c h e e r fu l: ' but the  b on fires, the  ro ck ets , and  above 
all th e  w axen  P o p e s  w ho w ere b lazin g  in every  quarter of 
L o n d o n , w ere n o t lik ely  to sooth  him . T h o se  who saw  him 
o n  th e  m orrow  cou ld  easily  read  in his face  and dem eanour  
th e  v io len t em otions w hich ag ita ted  h is m in d ."  D u rin g  somo 
days h e  appeared  so unw illing to ta lk  about th e  trial that even  
B arillon  cou ld  n o t venture to in troduce the  su b jec t .* "

S oo n  it b egan  to b e  clear that d efea t and m ortification  had 
on ly  hardened  th e  K in g ’s heart. T h e  first w ords w hich lie 
uttered  w hen h e learn ed  that the  o b jects o f  his rev en g e  had 
escaped  him  w ere , “ S o  m uch the w orse for th em .”  In a few 
days th ese  w o rd s, w hich  h e , accord in g  to h is fa sh ion , re
p eated  m any tim es , w ere fully exp la in ed . H e b lam ed  him
se lf , n o t for hav ing  p rosecu ted  th e  B ish o p s , b u t for having  
prosecu ted  them  b efore  a tribunal w h ere questions o f  fact 
w ere d ec id ed  b y  ju r ie s , and  w h ere es tab lish ed  principles 
o f  law cou ld  n o t b e  u tterly d isregarded  even  by the  most 
serv ile  J u d g e s . T h is  error h e  d eterm ined  to  repair. N ot  
on ly  the  seven  p relates w ho had  sign ed  the  p etition , but the 
w h ole  A nglican  c le r g y , should  have reason  to curse the  day 
on w hich they  had trium phed over  the ir  S overeign . W ithin  
a  fortn ight after th e  trial an order was m a d e , en join ing all 
C hancellors o f  d io ceses and all A rchdeacons to  m ake a strict 
inquisition  throughout their resp ectiv e  ju r isd ic tio n s , and to 
report to the H ig h  C om m ission , w ithin  five w eek s , the  names 
o f  all such recto rs , v ica rs , and curates as had  om itted  to

* Adda, July A- 16S8. ** Rcrcsby’s M emoirs.
•** Barillon, July A-
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read the  D eclaration .* T h e  K ing anticipated  with d e lig h t c h a p . 

the terror with w hich the offenders w ould learn that they — —  
w ere to  b e  c ited  before a  court w hich w ould g iv e  them  no  
quarter.”  T h e  num ber o f  culprits was litt le , i f  at a ll, short 
o f ten thousand: an d , after what had passed at M agdalene  
C ollege , every  one o f  them  m ight reasonably ex p ect to be  
interd icted  from  all b is spiritual fun ction s, ejected  from his 
benefice, declared  incapable o f  ho ld ing  any other preferm ent, 
and charged w ith the costs o f  the proceed ings which had  
reduced him to beggary .

Such  w as the persecution  with which J am es, sm arting Dtjmis- 
from his great d efeat in W estm inster H a ll, reso lved  to harass J'romo-'"1 
the clergy . M eanw hile h e  tried  to show  the law yers, b y  a tiol>s- 
prompt and large distribution o f  rew ards and punishm ents, 
that strenuous and unblushing serv ility , even  w hen least 
su ccessfu l, w as a sure title  to his favour , and that w hoever, 
after years o f  o b seq u iou sn ess, ventured  to dev iate but for  
one m om ent into courage and h on esty  was gu ilty  o f  an un
pardonable offence. T h e  v io len ce  and audacity w hich the  
apostate W illiam s had exh ib ited  throughout the trial o f  the  
B ishops had m ade him hatefu l to  the w hole nation.*”  H e  was 
recom pensed  with a baronetcy . H ollow ay and P ow ell had  
raised their  character by declaring th a t, in their judgm ent, 
the petition  w as no lib e l. T h e y  w ere dism issed from their 
situations-! T h e  fate o f  W right seem s to have b e e n , during 
som e tim e , in su sp en se . H e  had in d eed  sum m ed up against 
the B ish o p s: but h e  bad suffered their  counsel to question  
the d ispensing pow er. H e  had pronounced  the petition a 
libel: b u t he had  carefu lly  abstained  from  pronouncing the  
D eclaration leg a l; a n d , through the w hole p roceed in g , his

* London Gazette of July 1 6 .16S8. The order bears dale July I t .
"  Barillon’s own phrase, July T*5. 16S8.

In one of the num erous ballads of that lime are the following
lines:

“  Both o u r Britons a re  fooled,
Who the laws overru led ,
And next parliam ent each will be plaguily schooled.”

The two Britons a re  Jeffreys and W illiam s, who were both natives of 
Wales.

f  London Gazette, July 9 . 16SS.
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tone had b een  that o f  a m an w ho rem em b ered  that a day of 
reck on in g  m ight com e. H e  had in d eed  strong  claim s to in
d u lgen ce: for it w as hardly to  b e  exp ected  that any human 
im pudence w ould  h o ld  out w ithout flagg ing  through such a 
task in th e  p resen ce o f  such  a  bar and o f  such an auditory. 
T h e  m em bers o f  th e  Jesu itica l cabal, h o w ev er , b lam ed his 
w ant o f  sp irit; the C hancellor pronounced  him a b east; and  
it w as gen era lly  b e liev ed  that a nexv C h ief J u stice  w ou ld  be  
appointed .*  B u t no change xvas m ade. I t  w ou ld  indeed  
have been  no easy  m atter to supply W rig h t’s p lace. T h e  
m any law yers w ho w ere far superior to him  in parts and  
learn ing w ere , with scarcely  an ex cep tio n , h ostile  to  the 
d esign s o f  the  govern m en t; and the  very few  law yers who 
surpassed  him in turpitude and effrontery w ere , w ith scarcely  
an ex cep tio n , to b e  foun d  on ly  in th e  low est ranks o f  the  pro
fe ss io n , and w ould have b een  in com peten t to con d u ct the 
ordinary business o f  th e  Court o f  K in g ’s B e n c h . W illiams, 
it is tru e , united  all the  qualities w hich  Jam es requ ired  in a 
m agistrate. B u t the serv ices o f  W illiam s w ere n eed ed  at the 
bar; an d , had I10 b een  m oved  th e n c e , the crow n w ould  have  
b een  le ft  w ithout the  h elp  o f  any a d vocate  even  o f  the 
third  rate.

N oth in g  had am azed  or m ortified  the K in g  m ore than the 
enthusiasm  w hich  the  D issen ters had show n in  th e  cause o f  
the B ish op s. P e n n , w h o , though  ho had h im se lf sacrificed  
w ealth  and  honours to  h is con scien tiou s sc ru p les, seem s to 
have im agined  that n ob od y  but h im se lf had  a conscience, 
im puted  the d iscon ten t o f  the  P uritans to  en v y  and dissatis
fied  am bition. T h e y  h ad  n ot had the ir  share o f  the  benefits 
prom ised  b y  th e  D eclaration  o f  In d u lg en ce: n on e o f  them  
had b een  adm itted  to any h igh  and honourab le p o st;  and 
therefore it was n ot strange that they  w ere jea lo u s  o f  the 
R om an C atholics. A ccord in g ly , w ithin  a w eek  after the  great 
verd ict had b een  pronounced  in W estm inster H a ll, Silas 
T itu s , a noted  P resb yterian , a veh em en t E x c lu sio n ist, and 
a  m anager o f  S tafford's im peachm ent, w as in v ited  to occupy

* E llis  C orrespondence, July 10. I6SS; Clarendon's D iary , Aug. 3. 
1688.
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a seat in  the P rivy C ouncil. H e  was on e o f  the persons on  
whom the opposition  had  m ost confidently reck on ed . B u t~  l068_ 
the honour now  offered  to h im , and  the hope o f  obtaining  
a large sum  due to  him  from  the crow n, overcam e his virtue, 
and , to  the great d isgust o f  all c lasses o f  P rotestan ts, he  
was sw orn in.*

T h e  v in d ictive  d esign s o f  the K in g  against th e  Church  
were n o t accom plished . A lm ost all the A rchdeacons and  
diocesan C hancellors refu sed  to furnish the inform ation w hich  
was required . T h e  day on w hich  it had b een  in tend ed  that 
the w h ole  b o d y  o f  the priesth ood  should b e sum m oned to  
answer for  the  crim e o f  d isob ed ien ce  arrived. T h e  H igh  
C om m ission m et. It appeared that scarcely  one ecclesiastica l th e  n ig h  

officer had  sen t up a return. A t the sam e tim e a  paper ofJj°” mi,‘ 
grave im port was d elivered  to the board. It cam e from  Sprat, ®l’rn*tbr1L1' 
B ishop o f  R o ch ester . D u rin g  tw o y ea rs , supported by the  seat, 
hope o f  an A rch b ish op ric , h e  had b een  content to bear the  
reproach o f  persecuting that Church w hich h e was bound by  
every ob ligation  o f  con scien ce and  honour to  d efen d . B u t  
his hope had b een  d isappoin ted . H e  saw that, un less he ab
jured h is re lig io n , h e  had no chance o f  sitting on the m etro
politan throne o f  Y ork . H e  w as too  good-natured  to  find any  
pleasure in  tyran ny, and to o  d iscern in g  n ot to se e  th e  signs 
o f  the com ing retribution . H e  therefore determ ined  to resign  
his odious fu n ctio n s; and h e  com m unicated his determ ination  
to h is co lleagu es in  a letter  w ritten , lik e  all his prose com po
s itio n s, w ith grea t p ropriety  and d ign ity  o f  sty le . I t  was 
im possib le , he sa id , that h e  cou ld  lon ger  continue to be a 
m em ber o f  th e  C om m ission. H e  had h im self, in ob ed ien ce  
to the royal com m and, read  th e  D eclaration: b u t h e  could  
not presum e to condem n thousands o f  p ious and loyal d ivines  
who had taken a d ifferent v iew  o f  their duty; a n d , since it  
was reso lv ed  to punish  them  for acting according to  their  
co n sc ien ce , h e  m ust declare that h e  w ould  rather suffer with  
them  than b e accessary to their  sufferings.

T h e  Com m issioners read  and stood  aghast. T h e  very

* London G azette, July 9. 16SS; A dda, July Evelyn's Diary,
July 12. ;  Johnstone, Dec. A - 1681, Fch . ,V  16S8.
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C5'A-. faults o f  their co llea g u e , the known lax ity  o f  his princip les, 
16b5 7 _ th e  know n m eanness o f  h is sp irit, m ade his d efeotion  p e

culiarly alarm ing. A  governm ent m ust b e  in d eed  in danger  
w hen m en lik e  Sprat address it in the lan gu age o f  H am pden . 
T h e  tribunal, la tely  so  inso lent, becam e on a sudden strangely  
tam e. T h e  ecclesiastica l functionaries w ho had d elicd  its 
authority w ere  n ot even  reprim anded. I t  was not thought 
safe to h in t any susp icion  that their d isob ed ien ce  had been  
in tentional. T h e y  w ere m erely en jo ined  to have their  reports 
read y  in four m onths. T h e  Com m ission then broke up in
confusion . I t  had rece iv ed  a  death b low .’ 

tin'ouhe W hile the  H igh  Com m ission shrank from  a conflict w ith
ciergr. the C hurch, th e  C hurch, conscious o f its stren gth , and

anim ated by a  new  enthusiasm , in v ited , by a  series o f  d e
fiances, th e  attack o f  the H igh  C om m ission. S oon  after the  
acquittal o f  the B ish o p s , the ven erab le O rm ond, the  m ost 
illustrious o f  the Cavaliers o f  the  great civil w ar, sank under  

Transac- h is infirm ities. T h e  in te llig en ce  o f  his death  was con veyed  
Oxford! w ith  sp eed  to  O xford . Instantly the U n iversity , o f  w hich ho 

had lon g  b een  C hancellor, m et to  nam e a su ccessor . O ne  
party was for the eloquent and accom plished  H a lifa x , another  
for the grave and orth odox  N ottingham . S om e m entioned  
the  E arl o f  A b in g d o n , w ho resid ed  near th e m , and had  
recently  b een  turned  out o f  the lieu tenancy o f  the county for 
refu sin g  to jo in  w ith the K in g  against the estab lish ed  relig ion . 
B u t the m ajority , con sistin g  o f  a hundred  and e igh ty  
grad u ates, v o ted  for the you n g  D u k e o f  O rm ond, grandson  
o f  their la te  h ea d , and son o f  the gallant O ssory . T h e  sp eed  
with w hich they  cam e to this resolu tion  w as caused by their  
apprehension  th a t, i f  there w ere a delay even  o f  a day, the  
K in g  w ould  attem pt to force  on them  som e ch ie f  w ho w ould  
betray their righ ts. T h e  apprehension  was reason able: for, 
on ly  two hours after th ey  had separated , cam e a mandate^ 
from  W h itehall requiring them  to ch oose  Jeffreys. H appily  
th e  e lection  o f  y o u n g  O rm ond was already com p lete and

* Sprat’s L etters to the E arl of D orset; London G azette, Aug. 23. 
16SS,
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irrevocable.*  A  few  w eeks later the infam ous T im othy  H all, c“^p- 
who had d istinguished  h im se lf am ong the clergy  o f  L on d on  lc'^ — 
by read ing  the  D eclara tion , was rew arded with th e  B ish opric  
o f  O xford , w hich had b een  vacant sin ce  the death o f  the n ot  
less infam ous P arker. H all cam e dow n to his se e :  but the  
Canons o f  his C athedral refu sed  to attend  his in sta lla tion : the  
U n iversity  refu sed  to create him  a D octor: not a sin g le  ono 
o f  the academ ic youth  applied  to him  for holy  o rd ers: no cap 
was touched  to him ; a n d , in h is p a lace , he found h im self  
alone.**

S oon  afterw ards a liv in g  w hich was in the g ift  o f  M agda
lene C o lle g e , O x fo rd , b ecam e vacant. H ough  and his ejected  
brethren assem b led  and presen ted  a c le r k ; and the B ishop  
o f  G loucester, in w hose d io cese  the  liv ing lay, instituted  their  
presen tee w ithout hesitation.***

T h e  gentry w ere not less refractory than th e  clergy . T h e  
assizes o f  that sum m er w ore a ll over  the country an aspect u>« 
never before  know n. T h e  J u d g e s , before they  se t out on  
their c ircu its , had b een  sum m oned into the K ing’s p resence, 
and had b een  d irected  b y  him  to im press on the grand jurors  
and m agistrates, throughout the  k ingdom , the  duty o f  e lectin g  
such m em bers o f  Parliam ent as w ould  support his policy .
T h e y  ob eyed  his com m ands, harangued veh em en tly  against 
the c lerg y , rev iled  th e  seven  B ish o p s , called  the m em orable  
petition  a factious lib e l, criticized  with great asperity San- 
croft’s s ty le , w hich w as in d eed  open to  criticism , and pro
nounced  that his G race ou gh t to  b e  w hipped  by D octor  B usby  
for w riting bad E n glish . B u t th e  on ly  effect o f  these  indecent  
declam ations w as to increase the public d iscon ten t. A ll the  
marks o f  pub lic resp ect w hich had usually  b een  show n to the  
judicial office and to the royal com m ission w ere w ithdraw n.
T h e  old  custom  w as that m en o f  g o o d  birth and estate should  
ride in th e  train o f  the S h eriff w hen he escorted  the J u d g es to

• London G a z e tte , July 26. 1683; A dda, ; Newsletter in the
Mackintosh Collection, Ju ly 2 S .; Ellis Correspondence, July 28. 31.;
W ood's F as ti O io n ic n se s .

** Wood’s Athena) O zonlenscs; Luttrell's  Diary, Aug. 23. 1688.
*•* R onqulllo, Sept. }}. 1683, L u ttre ll’s Diary, Sept. 6.
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chap. th e  county tow n: but such a  p rocession  could  now  w ith d if-  
- ¡-¿ ¿ 7  ficulty b e form ed in any part o f  the k in gdom . T h e  successors  

o f  P o w ell and H ollo w a y , in particu lar, w ere treated  with  
m arked ind ignity . T h e  O xford  circuit had  b een  a llo tted  to  
th e m ; and they had ex p ected  to b e g reeted  in every sh ire by  
a cavalcade o f  th e  lo y a l gen try . B u t as they  approached  
W allin g ford , w here they  w ere to  op en  their com m ission for 
B e rk sh ire , th e  S h eriff a lone cam e forth  to  m eet them . A s  
th ey  approached O x fo rd , the em inently loya l capital o f  an  
em inently  loya l p ro v in ce , th ey  w ere again  w elcom ed  by the  
S h er iff a lon e. *

niMon- T h e  arm y was scarcely  less  d isaffected  than the  c lergy  or 
lso«raj ^ 'c g entry* T h e  garrison o f  the T o w er  had drunk the health  

’ o f  the im prisoned  B ish ops. T h e  footguards stationed  at 
L am beth h a d , with every  mark o f  rev eren ce , w elcom ed  the  
P rim ate b ack  to his p a lace . N ow h ere had th e  new s o f  the  
acquittal b een  rece iv ed  with m ore clam orous d e lig h t than at 
H ounslow  H eath . In  tru th , the great force w hich the K ing  
had assem b led  for th e  purpose o f  overaw ing his m utinous 
capital had b ecom e m ore m utinous than th e  capital itse lf , and  
w as m ore dreaded  b y  the  Court than b y  th e  citizen s. E arly  
in A u g u st, therefo re , th e  camp w as broken u p , and  the  
troops w ere  sen t to  quarters in  different parts o f  the  
country.**

Jam es flattered  h im se lf that it w ou ld  b e  easier to deal 
w ith separate battalions than w ith m any thousands o f  m en  
co llec ted  in on e m ass. T h e  first experim ent w as tried  on  
L ord  L ichfield ’s reg im ent o f  infantry, now called  the  T w elfth  
o f  th e  L in e . T h a t reg im en t w as probably  se lec te d  becau se it  
had  b een  ra ised , a t th e  tim e o f  the  W estern  in su rrection , in  
Staffordsh ire, a p rovince w here the  H om an C atholics w ere  
m ore num erous and pow erfu l than in a lm ost any other part 
o f  E ngland . T h e  m en w ere drawn up in th e  K in g ’s p resen ce . 
T h eir  m ajor inform ed them  that H is M ajesty w ish ed  them  to  
subscribe an en g agem en t, b inding  them  to assist in  e a r n in g

■ Ellis C orrespondence, August 1. T. 1GS8; Bishop Sprat's  relation o( 
the Conterence of Nov. 6. t688.

** L uttre ll’s Diary, Aug. 8. 1688.
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in to  effect h is in tentions concern ing the  te s t , and th a ta llw h o  CII1̂ P- 
did n o t ch oose  to  com ply m ust quit the service on the  sp ot. 16̂ _ 
T o  the  K in g’s great aston ishm ent, w hole ranks instantly laid  
dow n their p ikes and m uskets. O nly two officers and a few  
privates, all R om an C atholics, o b eyed  his com m and. H e  
rem ained  silen t for  a short tim e. T h e n  h e b ad e the m en take  
up their  arm s. “ A nother tim e,” h e  sa id , w ith a g loom y look ,
“ I shall n o t do you  the honour to  consult y o u .” *

I t  was plain that, i f  h e  determ ined  to persist in h is designs, 
he m ust rem odel his arm y. Y e t  m aterials for that purpose lie  
cou ld  not find in our island. T h e  m em bers o f  his Church, 
even  in the  districts w here they w ere m ost num erous, w ere a 
sm all m inority o f  the  p eop le . H atred  o f  P opery  had spread  
through ail c lasses o f  his P rotestant subjects, and had becom e  
the ru ling passion even  o f  p loughm en and artisans. B u t there  
was another part o f  his dom inions w here a very  different spirit 
anim ated th e  great b od y  o f  the  population . T h ere  was no  
lim it to the num ber o f  R om an C atholic so ld iers w hom  the good  
p ay  and quarters o f  E ngland w ould attract across S t . G eorge's  
C hannel. T yrcon n e l had b e e n , during som e tim e, em ployed  
in form ing out o f  the peasantry o f  his country a m ilitary force  
o n  w hich his m aster m ight d ep en d . A lread y  P a p ists , o f  
C eltic  b lood  and sp e e c h , com posed  alm ost the w hole army 
o f  Ireland. B arillon  earnestly  and repeated ly  advised  Jam es 
to  bring over that army for the purpose o f  coercing the  E n g 
lish.**

Jam es w avered. H e  w ished to b e surrounded by troops imh 
on whom  he could rely: but he dreaded the  exp losion  o f  na- bought 
tional fee lin g  w hich  the  appearance o f  a  great Irish force on 0TCr' 
E nglish  ground m ust p roduce. A t la st, as usually happens 
w hen a weak man tries to avoid  opposite in con ven ien ces, h e  
took  a course which united them  all. H e  brought over Irish
m en , n o t in d eed  enough to hold  down the sing le  city o f  L on 
d o n , or the  sin g le  county o f  Y o rk , but m ore than enough

* T h is  is to ld  us b j  th re e  w rite rs  who cou ld  w ell r e m e m b e r  tha t 
t im e , K c n n e t , E a c h a rd ,  and  O ld m iio n . See a lso  the  C aveat a g a in s t the 
W higs.

“  R a rillo n , 16SS; Se(„ .  , y  , y  , y
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to  ex c ite  the alarm and rage o f  the •whole k in gd om , from  
N orthum berland to C ornw all. B attalion  after battalion, raised  
and trained  b y  T y r c o n n e l, lan d ed  on the  w estern coast and  
m oved tow ards the  ca p ita l; and Irish recruits w ere im ported  
in considerable num bers, to fill up vacancies in the E nglish  
regim ents. *

O f  the m any errors w hich Jam es com m itted , n on e was 
m ore fatal than th is. A lread y  he had  a lien ated  th e  hearts 
o f  his p eop le  b y  v io la tin g  their  la w s , confiscating their esta tes, 
and  p ersecu tin g  their re lig ion . O f those  w ho had on ce been  
m ost zea lou s for m onarchy, h e  had already m ade m any rebels  
in heart. Y et h e  m ight s t i l l ,  w ith som e chance o f  su ccess, 
have appealed  to  the patriotic spirit o f  his su b jects against an 
invader. F or they  w ere a race insu lar in tem per as w ell as in 
geograph ica l position . T h eir  national antipath ies w ere , in 
d eed , in that age , unreasonably and unam iably strong . N ev er  
had th e  E n glish  b een  accustom ed  to the control or in ter
feren ce  o f  any stranger. T h e  appearance o f  a foreign  arm y  
on their so il m ight im pel them  to rally even round a  K ing  
w hom  they  had no reason  to lov e . W illiam  m ight perhaps 
have b een  unable to overcom e this d ifficu lty; but Jam es re
m oved  it. N o t even  th e  arrival o f  a brigade o f  L ew is’s 
m usketeers w ould  have ex c ited  such resentm ent and sham e  
as our ancestors felt w hen they  saw arm ed colum ns o f  P apists, 
ju s t  arrived from  D u b lin , m oving in m ilitary pom p a lon g  the  
high roads. N o  man o f  E nglish  b lood  then regarded  the  
aboriginal Irish as his countrym en. T h ey  d id  not b elon g  to 
our branch o f  the  great human fam ily. T h e y  w ere d is
tingu ished  from  us b y  m ore than on e m oral and in tellectual 
peculiarity , w hich the  difference o f  situation and o f  education, 
great as that d ifference w as, d id  n ot seem  a ltogeth er  to ex 
p la in . T h e y  had  an aspect o f  their ow n , a  m other tongu e  
o f  their ow n. W hen th ey  ta lked  E nglish  their pronunciation- 
was lu d icro u s; their p h raseo logy  w as g r o te sq u e , as is always 
the  phraseology o f  th o se  w ho think in  o n e  language and  
exp ress their  thou gh ts in another . T h e y  w ere therefore  
fo re ig n ers; and o f  all foreigners they w ere the m ost hated  and  

* Luttrefi’s Diary, Aug, 27. 16SS.
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d esp ised : the m ost h a ted , for they  h ad , during five centuries, cn.\r. 
alw ays b een  our en em ies; the m ost d esp ised , for they  w ere l63S 
our van q u ish ed , en slaved , and desp oiled  enem ies. T h e  
Englishm an com pared with pride h is own fields w ith the  
d eso late  b og s w hence the R apparees issu ed  forth to rob and  
m urder, and his own dw elling with the hovels w here the  
peasants and th e  h ogs o f  the Shannon w allow ed in filth to 
g eth er . H e  w as a m em ber o f  a soc iety  far in ferior , indeed , 
in w ealth and c iv ilisa tion , to th e  soc iety  in which w e liv e , but 
still on e o f  the w ealth iest and m ost h igh ly civ ilised  societies  
that the w orld  had then seen : the Irish w ere alm ost as rude  
as the savages o f  Labrador. H e  was a freem an: the Irish  
w ere the hereditary serfs o f  h is race. H e  w orshipped  G od  
after a pure and rational fash ion: the Irish w ere sunk in 
idolatry and superstition . H e  knew  that great num bers o f  
Irish had rep eated ly  fled before a sm all E nglish  fo rce , and  
that th e  w hole Irish population had b een  h eld  dow n by a  sm all 
E nglish  co lon y; and h e  very com placently  inferred that he 
was naturally a b eing o f  a  h igher order than the  Ir ish m an : for  
it  is thus that a dom inant race alw ays explains its ascendency  
and excu ses its tyranny. T h a t in v iv a c ity , hum our, and  
e lo q u en ce , the Irish stand high am ong the  nations o f  the  
w orld is now  universally  ack n ow led ged . T h a t , when w ell 
d isc ip lin ed , they  are ex ce llen t so ld iers has been  p roved  on  a 
hundred  fields o f  battle. Y e t  it is certain th a t, a century and  
a h a lf  a g o , they  w ere gen era lly  d esp ised  in our island as both  
a  stupid  and a cow ardly p eop le . A nd  these  w ere the m en who  
w ere to  h o ld  E nglan d  dow n by m ain force w hile her civil and  
ecclesiastica l constitution  was destroyed . T h e  b lood  o f  the  
w hole nation b o iled  at the thought. T o  be conquered  by 
F renchm en  or b y  Spaniards w ould have seem ed  com paratively  
a  to lerab le  fate . W ith F renchm en and Spaniards w e had  
b een  accustom ed  to treat on equal term s. W e had som etim es 
en vied  their p rosp er ity , som etim es dreaded  their pow er, 
som etim es congratu lated  ourselves on their friendship . In  
sp ite  o f  our unsocial p r id e , w e adm itted  that they  w ere great 
n a tio n s , and that they  could  b oast o f  m en em inent in the arts 
o f  war and p ea ce . B u t to b e  subjugated  b y  an inferior caste
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C'ii P‘ was a degradation  beyond  all other degradation. T h e  E nglish  
T sii'r  as the w hite inhabitants o f  C harleston and N ew  O rleans 

w ould fee l i f  those tow ns w ere occu p ied  by negro garrisons. 
T h e  real facts w ould  have b een  sufficient to excite  uneasiness  
and ind ignation: but th e  real facts w ere loBt am idst a crowd  
o f  w ild  rum ours w hich flew w ithout ceasing  from  coffee-houso  
to  coffee-h ou se  and from  ale-b en ch  to a le-b en ch , and becam e  
m ore w onderfu l and terrible at every  stage o f  the progress. 
T h e  num ber o f  the Irish  troops w ho had landed on our shores  
m ight ju stly  ex c ite  serious apprehensions as to  the  K in g ’s 
ulterior d esig n s; b u t it w as m agnified ten fo ld  b y  th e  public  
apprehensions. It.m ay w ell b e  supposed  that the rude kerne  
o f  C onnaught, p la ced , w ith  arms in  h is h an d s, am ong a 
foreign p eop le  whom  h e h a te d , and by whom  h e w as hated  in 
turn , w as gu ilty  o f  som e ex cesse s . T h ese  ex cesse s w ere ex-  
a ggerated  by report; a n d , in  add ition  to the outrages which  
the stranger had rea lly  com m itted , a ll the offen ces o f  his 
E n glish  com rades w ere se t dow n to his account. From  every 
corner o f  the  k ingdom  a cry arose aga inst the  foreign  bar
barians who forced  them selves into private h o u ses , seized  
h orses and w ag g o n s, ex torted  m oney and insu lted  w om en. 
T h e se  m en , it w as sa id , w ere th e  sons o f  those  w h o , forty- 
seven  years b e fo re , had m assacred P rotestants by ten s of 
thousands. T h e  h istory o f  the  reb e llio n  o f  1641, a h istory  
w h ich , even  w hen soberly  re la ted , m ight w ell m ove p ity  and  
horror, and w hich had b een  frightfu lly  d istorted  by national 
and relig ious an tip ath ies, was now  th e  favourite to p ic  o f  con
versa tion . H id eou s stories o f  h ou ses burned w ith all the 
in m ates, o f  w om en and y ou n g  children b u tch ered , o f  near 
relations com p elled  by torture to  b e  the  m urderers o f  each  
oth er , o f  corpses ou traged  and m u tila ted , w ere to ld  and 
heard w ith  full b e lie f  an d  in tense in terest. T h en  it  was added  
that the dastardly savages w ho had by surprise com m itted  all 
these  cru elties on an  un su spectin g  and  d efen celess colony  
h a d , as soon  as O liver cam e am ong them  on h is great m ission  
o f  v en g ea n ce , flung dow n their arms in panic terro r , and had 
sunk , w ithout trying the  ch an ces o f  a sin g le  p itch ed  field, 
in to  that slavery  w hich w as the ir  fit p ortion . M any signs
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in d icated  that another great spoliation and slaughter o f  the  
S axon  settlers was m editated  by the L ord  L ieutenant. A lready  
thousands o f  P ro testan t colonists*, flying from  the injustice  
and in so len ce  o f  T y r co n n e l, had raised the indignation o f  the  
m other country by describ ing all that th ey  had su ffered , and  
all that they  h a d , w ith too  m uch rea so n , feared . H ow  m uch  
the p ub lic  m ind had b een  ex c ited  b y  the com plaints o f  these  
fugitives had recently  been  show n in a m anner n o t to b e  m is
taken. T yrcon n e l had transm itted for the royal approbation  
the heads o f  a b ill rep ea lin g  tbc law b y  w hich h a lf  the so il 
o f  Ireland  w as h e ld , and h e had sen t to W estm inster, as h is  
a g en ts , two o f  his R om an C atholic countrym en w ho had  
la tely  b een  raised  to h igh  jud icia l o ffice ; N u g en t, C h ief 
J u stice  o f  the  Irish Court o f  K in g ’s B e n c h , a  personification  
o f  all the  v ices and w eak n esses w hich th e  E nglish  then  
im agined  to b e  characteristic o f  the  P opish  C elt, and R ice , 
a B aron  o f  the Irish  E x c h e q u er , w h o , in ab ilities and attain
m ents, w as perhaps the  forem ost m an o f  his race and relig ion . 
T h e  o b ject o f  the  m ission w as w ell know n ; and  the two  
J u d g es  cou ld  n o t venture to show  them selves in  the streets. 
I f  ever  th ey  w ere reco g n ised , th e  rabble sh o u ted , “ R oom  
for th e  Irish A m b a ssa d o rs;”  and  their coach  w as escorted  
with m ock  so lem n ity  b y  a train o f  ushers a n d  harbingers bear
ing sticks w ith potatoes stuck  on the p o in ts. *

S o  stron g  and g en era l, in d e e d , w as at that tim e the  
aversion  o f  th e  E nglish  to the  Irish  that the  m ost d istinguished  
R om an C atholics partook  o f  it. P ow is and B ella syse  e x 
p ressed , in coarse and acrim onious la n g u a g e , even  at th e  
Council board , their  antipathy to the aliens.** A m ong E nglish  
P rotestants that antipathy w as still stronger: and perhaps it  
was stron gest in the arm y. N eith er  officers n or sold iers w ere  
d isp osed  to  b ear patiently' the  preference show n by their  
m aster to a foreign  and a subject race . T h e  D uke o f  B erw ick, 
who w as C olonel o f  th e  E ighth  R eg im en t o f  the L in e , then  
quartered at P ortsm ou th , gave orders that thirty m en ju st

* K ing’s S la te  o f th e  P ro te s ta n ts  o f  I r e la n d ;  S ecre t C onsults of th e  
R om ish  P a rly  in Ire la n d .

** S ec re t C onsu lts  o f the  R om ish  P a rty  In Ire la n d .

C B A P .IX.
16S3.
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arrived from Ireland should  b e  en listed . T h e  E nglish  sold iers  
d eclared  that they  w ould  n ot serve with th ese  Intruders. John  
B eaum ont, the  Lieutenant" C olonel, In his ow n nam e and In 
th e  nam e o f  five o f  the C aptains, p ro tested  to th e  D u k e's  
face  against this insu lt to th e  E nglish  arm y and nation . “ W e  
raised  the reg im en t,”  h e  said , “ at our own charges to defend  
H is M ajesty’s crown in a  tim e o f  danger. W e had  then  no 
difficu lty In procuring hundreds o f  E nglish  recruits. W e  can  
easily  k eep  every  com pany up to its full com plem ent w ithout 
adm itting Ir ishm en. W c  therefore do n o t think  it con sistent  
w ith our honour to  h ave th ese  strangers forced  on u s ; and  
w e b eg  that w e m ay either b e  perm itted  to  com m and m en  
o f  our ow n nation  or to lay  dow n our com m ission s.”  B erw ick  
sen t to  W indsor for d irection s. T h e  K in g , grea tly  exasp e
ra ted , instantly  desp atch ed  a  troop o f  horse to Portsm outh  
with orders to bring th e  six  refractory officers b efore him . 
A  council o f  war sate on  them . T h e y  refu sed  to m ake any  
subm ission; and they  w ere sen ten ced  to b e cash iered , the  
h ig h est punishm ent w hich  a  court m artial w as then com petent  
to inflict. T h e  w h o le  nation applauded the d isgraced  officers; 
and th e  preva ilin g  sentim ent w as stim ulated b y  an unfounded  
rum our that, w hile under arrest, they  had b een  treated  with  
cruelty . *

P u b lic  fee lin g  d id  n ot then  m anifest it se lf  b y  those  signs 
w ith w hich w e are fam iliar, b y  large m eetin gs, and b y  v eh e
m ent harangues. N ever th eless it  found a ven t. T hom as  
W harton, w ho, in the last Parliam ent, had rep resen ted  B uck
in gh am sh ire, and w ho w as a lready consp icuous both  as a

• History of the D esertion , 16S9; com pare the first and second 
editions; Barillon, Sept. A-1GSR; Citters or the sam e d a te ; Clarke’s I.lfo 
of Jam es the Second, ii. 16S. The com piler of the last mentioned work 
says that Churchill moved the court to sentence the s ir  officers to death. 
This story docs not appear to have been taken from the King's p a p ers ; I 
therefore regard it as one of the thousand fictions invented a t Saint Ger
m ains for the purpose of blackening a character which was black enough 
without such daubing. T hat Churchill may have affected g reat indig
nation on this occasion, in order to hide the treason which lie m edi
ta ted , is highly probable. But it is impossible to believe that a man 
of his sense would have urged the m em bers of a council of war to in
flict a punishm ent which was notoriously beyond their com petence.
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libertine and  as a  W h ig , had w ritten a satirical ballad on the cda p , 
adm inistration o f  T y rcon n e l. In  this little  p oem  an Irishm an —~ —  
congratu lates a brother Irishm an, ’in  a barbarous jargon , on 
the approaching triumph o f  P opery  and o f  the M ilesian race.
T h e  P rotesta n t heir w ill b e  ex c lu d ed . T h e  P rotestant offi
cers w ill b e  broken . T h e  G reat Charter and the praters w ho  
appeal to  it w ill b e  h an ged  in  on e rope. T h e  goo d  T a lb o t  
w ill show er com m issions on h is countrym en, and w ill cut the  
throats o f  th e  E n g lish . T h e se  v e r se s , which w ere in no  
resp ect ab ove the  ordinary standard o f  street p oetry , had for 
burden som e gib b erish  w hich  was said to have b een  used  as a 
w atchw ord by the insurgents o f  U lster  in 1641. T h e  verses  
and the  tun e caught the  fancy o f  the nation . From  one end  
o f  E nglan d  to the other all c lasses w ere constantly  singing  
this id le  rhym e. I t  was especia lly  th e  d eligh t o f  the E nglish  
arm y. M ore than seven ty  years a fter  the R evolu tion , a great 
w riter d e lin ea ted , w ith exq u isite  sk ill, a veteran  w ho had 
fought a t the B o y n e  and at N am ur. O ne o f  th e  characteristics 
o f  the g o o d  o ld  so ld ier is h is trick o f  w histling L illibullero. *

W harton  afterw ards b oasted  that h e had sung a K ing out 
o f  three  k ingdom s. B u t in truth th e  su ccess o f  L illibullero  
was the e ffe c t, and  n o t th e  ca u se , o f  that excited  state o f  
public fee lin g  w hich prod u ced  the R evo lu tion .

W h ile  Jam es was thus raising against h im se lf all those  
national fee lin g s w hich, but for his ow n fo lly , m ight have saved  
his throne, L ew is w as in another way exertin g  h im self n ot less  
effectually  to facilitate the  enterprise w hichW illiam  m editated .

T h e  party in H olland  which w as favourable to F rance w as Poiiiiuof 
a  m inority , but a m inority strong en ou gh , accord ing to  the  “^nUi*] 
constitution  o f  the  B atavian fed eration , to prevent the S ta d t-7mccl- 
h old er  from  strik ing any great b low . T o  keep  that m inority  
steady  w as an ob ject to w hich, i f  the Court o f  V ersa illes had  
b een  w ise , every  other o b ject w ould  at that conjuncture have  
been  postp on ed . L ew is h ow ever h ad , during som o tim e, la-

* The song oT Lillibullero is among ibe Stale Poem s. In  Percy 's 
Helics the first par! will be  found, bu t not the second p a r t ,  which was 
added after W illiam 's landing. In the Exam iner and in several pam 
phlets of 1112 W harton is mentioned as the author, 

ifacanlap, Pistory. liL 16
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chap. boureil, as if o f  set p u rp o se , to  estrange his D utch  friends; 
-fgjj— and he at len g th , though  n ot w ithou t difficulty, su cceed ed  

in forcing them  to b ecom e his enem ies a t the precise  m om ent 
at which their help  w ou ld  have b een  invaluable to him .

T h er e  w ere tw o su b jects  on  w hich  the p eop le  o f  th e U n ite d  
P rov in ces w ere pecu liarly  se n s itiv e , re lig ion  and  trade; and 
b oth  their  re lig ion  and their  trade the F ren ch  K in g  had as
sa iled . T h e  persecution  o f  th e  H u g u en o ts , and the  revo
cation o f  th e  ed ic t o f  N a n tes , had everyw here m oved  the  
g r ie f  and ind ignation  o f  P ro testan ts. B u t in  H ollan d  these  
fee lin gs w ere stron ger than  in any other country ; for m any  
p ersons o f  D utch  birth, confiding in th e  rep eated  and solem n  
declarations o f  L ew is that the  to leration  granted  by his 
grandfather should  b e  m aintained , h a d , for com m ercial 
p u rp oses, se tt led  in F ra n ce , and a large proportion o f  the 
se ttlers had  b een  naturalised there. E very p o st  now  brought 
to  H olland  the  tidings that th e se  p ersons w ere treated  
with extrem e rigour on account o f  their re lig ion . D ragoons, 
it w as rep o r ted , w ere quartered  on  on e. A n other had been  
h eld  naked  b efore a fire till h e  w as h a lf roasted . A ll were  
fo rb id d en , under the  sev erest p e n a lt ie s , to celeb rate the 
rites o f  their re lig io n , or to  qu it the  country into w hich they  
h a d , under fa lse p reten ces , b een  d eco y ed . T h e  partisans 
o f  th e  H o u se  o f  O range excla im ed  aga inst the  cruelty  and 
perfidy o f  the  tyrant. T h e  opposition  was abashed  and  
disp irited . E ven  the  tow n council o f  A m sterdam , though  
stron gly  a ttach ed  to the F rench  in terest and  to the  A rm inian  
th e o lo g y , and  though little  in clin ed  to find fault w ith  Lew is 
or to  sym pathize w ith th e  C alvinists w hom  he persecuted , 
cou ld  n o t venture to oppose it se lf  to the genera l sentim en t;  
for in  that great city  there w as scarcely  on e w ealthy m erchant 
who had  n o t som e kinsm an or friend  am ong the  sufferers. 
P etition s num erously and resp ectab ly  s ig n ed  w ere presented  
to th e  B u rgom asters, im ploring them  to  m ake strong  repre
sentations to  A vaux . T h er e  w ere  even  suppliants w ho m ade 
their w ay in to  th e  S ta d th o u se , flung them selves on their 
k n e e s , describ ed  w ith tears and  sob s th e  lam entab le con
d ition  o f  th o se  w hom  th ey  m ost loved , and b esou gh t th e  in-
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terccssion  o f  the  m agistrates. T h e  pulpits resou nd ed  with Cl™p- 
in vectives and  lam entations. T h e  press poured  forth heart- l6S^ 
rend ing narratives and stirring exhortations. A vau x  saw the  
w hole danger. H e  reported  to  his court that even  th e  w ell 
in ten tio n ed — for so h e  alw ays called  the enem ies o f  th e H o u se  
o f  O range —  either partook  o f  the public fee lin g  or w ere  
overaw ed by it; and h e su ggested  the p olicy  o f  m aking som e  
concession  to  their w ishes. T h e  answ ers w hich he rece ived  
from V ersa illes w ere cold  and acrim onious. Som e D utch  
fam ilies, in d eed , w hich had  n o t b een  naturalised in France, 
were perm itted  to return to their  country. B u t to  those  
natives o f  H olland  w ho had ob ta in ed  letters o f  naturalisation  
L ew is refu sed  all in d u lgen ce. N o  pow er on earth, h e  said, 
should in terfere betw een  him  and h is subjects. T h ese  peop le  
had chosen  to b ecom e his sub jects; and how  h e treated  them  
was a m atter w ith w hich no n e igh b ouring  state had anyth ing  
to do. T h e  m agistrates o f  A m sterdam  naturally  resented  
the scornfu l ingratitude o f  the  potentate whom  they had  
strenuously and unscrupulously served  against the general 
sense o f  the ir  ow n countrym en. S oon  fo llow ed  another pro
vocation  w hich they  fe lt  even m ore k een ly . L ew is began  to 
m ake w ar on their trade. H e first p u t forth an ed ic t prohib it
in g  the im portation o f  herrings in to  his dom inions. A vaux  
hastened  to inform  his court that this step  had ex c ited  great 
alarm and in d ig n a tio n , that sixty  thousand persons in the  
U n ited  P rov in ces subsisted  by th e  herring fishery, and that 
som e strong m easure o f  retaliation  w ould probably be adopted  
by th e  S ta tes . T h e  answ er w hich h e  rece ived  was that the  
K in g w as d eterm in ed , not on ly  to p ersist, bu t also to in 
crease th e  duties on  m any o f  those articles in w hich H olland  
carried on a lu crative trade with F rance. T h e  con sequ en ce  
o f th ese  errors, errors com m itted in defiance o f  repeated  
w arnings, a n d , as it shou ld  se em , in the  m ere w antonness  
o f  se lf-w ill, was that now , w hen th e  voice o f  a sin g le  pow erful 
m em ber o f  the  B atavian federation  m ight have averted  an 
event fatal to  all the  p o litics o f  L e w is , no such v o ice  was 
raised . T h e  E n v o y , w ith all his sk ill, vain ly  endeavoured  
to rally  th e  party by the help  o f  w hich h e had, during several

16*
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years, h eld  the S tad th old er in  check . T h e  arrogance and 
obstinacy o f  th e  m aster cou n teracted  all the  efforts o f  tho 
servant. A t  len gth  A vaux was com p elled  to sen d  to V ersailles  
the alarm ing tid ings that no relian ce could  b e  p laced  on A m 
sterd am , so lo n g  d evoted  to  th e  F ren ch  ca u se , that som e  
o f  the  w ell in ten tion ed  w ere alarm ed for their r e lig io n , and 
that the few  w h ose inclinations w ere unchanged cou ld  not 
venture to u tter w hat they thou gh t. T h e  fervid  eloq u en ce  
o f  preachers w ho decla im ed  against the  horrors o f  the F rench  
p ersecu tio n , and th e  lam entations o f  bankrupts w ho ascribed  
their  ruin to the  F rench  d e c r e e s , had  w rought up tho peop le  
to  such a tem per,, that no citizen  cou ld  declare h im se lf  favour
ab le  to F rance w ithout im m inent risk  o f  b ciu g  flung into the 
nearest canal. M en  rem em b ered  th a t , on ly  fifteen  years  
b efo re , th e  m ost illustrious c h ie f  o f  th e  party adverse to tho 
H o u se o f  O range had  b een  torn to p ieces by an infuriated  
m ob in the  very  p recinct o f  the p a lace  o f  the S ta tes G eneral. 
A  sim ilar fate m ight n o t im probably b efa ll th o se  w ho should, 
at this cr is is, b e  accu sed  o f  serv in g  the purposes o f  F rance  
against their native land, and against the reform ed  relig ion . *

W h ile  L ew is w as thus forcing  h is friends in  H ollan d  to  
b e c o m e , or to pretend  to b ecom e, his en em ies, h e w as la
bouring w ith  not less  su ccess to  rem ovo all th e  scruples which  
m ight have p reven ted  the Rom an C atholic princes o f  the Con
tinent from  countenancing  W illiam 's d esign s. A  new  quarrel 
had  arisen b etw een  th e  Court o f  V ersa illes and  the  V atican, 
a quarrel in  w hich th e  in justice and in so len ce  o f  th e  French  
K in g w ere perhaps m ore offensively  d isp layed  than in any 
other transaction o f  his reign .

It had lo n g  b een  the ru le at R om e that no officer o f  justico  
or finance cou ld  en ter  th e  dw elling  inhabited  by the m inister

• See th e  N ego tia tions  o f  th e  C oun t o f A v a u i. I t  w ould  b e  a lm o s t 
Im p o ss ib le  fo r m e  to c ite  a ll th e  passages  w hich hayc fu rn ish ed  m e with 
m a te ria ls  fo r th is  p a r t  o f  m y n a rra tiv e . T h e  m o s t im p o rta n t w ill l>e 
found u n d e r  th e  follow ing d a te s :  1685, S ep t. 10., S ep t. 14., O ct. 5., 
I)cc. 1 0 .; 1680, J a n . 3. N ov. 2 2 .; «681, O ct. 2 ., N ov. 6 ., Nov. 19.; 1689, 
Ju ly  29., A ug. 20. Lord  L o n sd a le , in h is  M em o irs , Ju stly  re m a rk s  tha t, 
b u t  fo r th e  m ism an ag e m en t o f  L e w is , th e  city o f A m sterdam  w ould have 
p reven ted  th e  R evo lu tion .
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who rep resen ted  a C atholic state. In  process o f  tim e not 
only the  d w ellin g , b u t a large p recinct round i t ,  was held  
invio lab le. It w as a p o in t o f  honour with every A m bassador  
to ex ten d  as w idely  as p ossib le  the lim its o f  the  reg ion  w hich  
was under his protection . A t  length  h a lf  the city consisted  o f  
priv ileged  d istricts, w ithin w hich the Papal governm ent had no 
m ore pow er than w ithin  the L ouvre or the Bscurial. E very  
asylum  w as thronged  with contraband traders, fraudulent 
bankrupts, th ieves and assassins. In every asylum  w ere  
co llected  m agazines o f  sto len  or sm uggled  g o o d s. From  
every asylum  ruffians sa llied  forth  nightly to p lunder and  
stab. In no tow n o f  C hristendom , con seq u en tly , was law so  
im potent and  w ick ed n ess so audacious as in  the ancient ca
pital o f  re lig ion  and  civ ilisation . On th is subject Innocent 
felt as becam e a p riest and a  prince. H e  declared  that ho 
w ould rece iv e  n o  A m bassador w ho in sisted  on a r igh t so d e
structive o f  order and m orality. T h e r e  w as at first m uch  
m urm uring; but h is resolution  w as so ev id en tly  ju st  that all 
governm ents bu t one sp eed ily  acq u iesced . T h e  E m peror, 
h igh est in  rank am ong Christian m onarchs, the Spanish  court, 
d istinguished  am ong all courts b y  sensitiveness and pertina
city  on points o f  e t iq u e tte , renounced  th e  odious p riv ilege. 
L ew is a lone w as im practicable. W hat other sovereign s m ight 
ch oose  to d o , h e  sa id , was noth ing  to h im . l i e  therefore  
sent a m ission to R o m e , escorted  by a great force  o f  cavalry 
and infantry. T h e  A m bassador m arched to  h is palace as a 
general m arches in  triumph through  a  conquered  tow n. T h e  
house w as stron gly  guarded . R ou n d  the lim its o f  the pro
tected  d istrict sen tin els p aced  the rounds day and n ig h t, as 
on the w alls o f  a fortress. T h e  P o p e  w as unm oved. “ T h ey  
tru st,”  h e  cr ied , “ in  chariots and in  h orses; but w e w ill 
rem em ber the  nam e o f  th e  L ord  our G od .”  H e  b etook  him  
vigorou sly  to h is spiritual w eap on s, and la id  th e  region  gar
risoned  b y  th e  F ren ch  under an in terd ict. *

T h is  d ispute w as at the h eigh t w hen another dispute arose, 
in w hich the  G erm anic b od y  w as as d eep ly  con cern ed  as 
the  P o p e .

* P ro fe s so rV o n R a n k e ,D ie R S n jis c b e a P 5 p s te , b o o k v ii i .;  B u r n e t , i .K J ,

c i u r ,
IX.

less.
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C ologn e and the surrounding d istrict w ere govern ed  by an 
A rch b ish op , w ho w as an E lec to r  o f  th e  E m pire. T h e  right 
o f  ch oosin g  this great prelate b e lo n g e d , under certain  lim i
ta tio n s, to tho C hapter o f  the  C athedral. T h e  A rchbishop  
was also B ish op  o f  L ie g e , o f  M u n ster, and  o f  H ildeshcim . 
H is dom inions w ere e x te n s iv e , and  included  severa l strong  
fortresses, w hich in  the ev en t o f  a cam paign on  th e  R hine  
w ould  b e  o f  th e  h ig h est im portance. In  tim e o f  war h e  could  
bring tw enty  thousand  m en into the  fie ld . L ew is had spared  
no effort to  gain  so valuab le an a lly , and had su cceed ed  so 
w ell that C ologne had b een  alm ost separated  from  Germ any, 
and had b eco m e an outw ork o f  F rance. M any ecclesiastics  
d ev o ted  to  the court o f  V ersa illes had b een  brought into the 
C hapter; and  Cardinal F urstem b u rg , a m ere creature o f  that 
cou rt, had been  appointed  C oadjutor.

In the  sum m er o f  tho year  1688 the archbishopric becam e  
vacant. F urstem burg was the  candidate o f  the  H ou se  o f  
B ou rb on . T h e  enem ies o f  that house p rop osed  the you n g  
P rin ce  C lem ent o f  B avaria. Furstem burg was a lready a 
B ish o p , and  therefore  cou ld  n ot b e  m oved  to another d iocese  
ex cep t by a specia l d ispensation  from  the P o p e , or b y  a  postu 
la tio n , in w hich it w as necessary  that two thirds o f  tho  
C hapter o f  C ologn e shou ld  jo in . T h o  P o p e  w ould  grant no 
dispensation  to a creature o f  F ran ce. T h e  E m peror induced  
m ore than a third part o f  th e  Chapter to vo te  for the Bavarian  
prince. M ean w h ile , in  th e  Chapters o f  L ie g e , M u n ster, and  
H ild esh e im , the m ajority w as ad verse to F ran ce. L ew is saw, 
with ind ignation  and alarm , that an ex ten siv e  provin ce w hich  
h e had b egu n  to regard  as a f ie f  o f  his crow n w as about to 
b eco m e, n o t m erely  in d ep en dent o f  h im , but h ostile  to  him . 
In  a  paper w ritten  w ith grea t acrim ony h e com plained  o f  tho 
in ju stice with w hich  F ran ce w as on  all occasions treated  by  
that S e e  w hich ou gh t to ex ten d  a parental protection  to  every  
part o f  C hristendom . M any signs in d icated  his fixed  reso lu 
tion to support the pretensions o f  his candidate by arms 
against th e  P o p e  and  th e  P o p e 's  co n fed era tes.'

* B u rn e t ,  i. 158. ; L ew is's  p a p e r  b e a rs  d a te  *683. I t will be
fo u n d  iu  th e  B ecueil d e s  T ra ité s , vol. iv. no . 219.
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T h u s L e w is , by two op p osite  errors, raised against h im - c?^p- 
se lf  a t onco the  resentm ent o f  both  the relig iou s parties 1G8S--  
betw een  w hich  W estern  E urope w as d iv ided . H av in g  Skilfu| 
alienated  one great section  o f  C hristendom  by persecu tin g  “ «*«'- 
th e  H u g u en o ts , h e  a lien ated  another b y  insu lting th e  H o ly  wittum. 
S e e . T h e s e  faults h e  com m itted at a  conjuncture at which no  
fault cou ld  b e  com m itted  w ith  im pu n ity , and under the  ey e  o f  
an op p on en t seco n d  in  v ig ila n c e , sagac ity , and  en erg y , to  
no statesm an w hose m em ory history has preserved . W illiam  
saw w ith  stern  d eligh t h is adversaries to iling  to  clear away ob 
stacle  after ob stacle  from  his path . W hile  they raised  against 
them selves the  enm ity o f  all se c ts , h e  laboured  to conciliate  
all. T h e  great d esign  w hich h e  m editated  h e with exquisite  
skill p resen ted  to d ifferent governm ents in different ligh ts;  
and it  m ust be ad d ed  th a t, though  th o se  ligh ts w ere different, 
none o f  them  was fa lse . H e  ca lled  on the princes o f  N orthern  
G erm any to rally  round him  in d efen ce  o f  the com m on cause  
o f  all reform ed C hurches. H e  se t  b efore the two heads o f  the  
H o u se  o f  A ustria  the  danger with w hich they  w ere threatened  
by  F rench  a m b ition , and th e  n ecessity  o f  rescu ing E ngland  
from  vassa lage and o f  uniting  her to the European con
federacy.* H e  d isc la im ed , and  with truth , all b igotry . T h e  
real en em y, h e  sa id , o f  the B ritish  R om an C atholics w as that 
shortsighted  and head stron g  m onarch w h o , w hen h e m ight 
easily  have obtained  for them  a leg a l to lera tio n , had tram pled  
on la w , lib erty , prop erty , in order to raise them  to an odious 
and precarious ascen d en cy . I f  the m isgovernm ent o f  Jam es  
w ere suffered to con tin u e , it  m ust p rod u ce, at no rem ote tim e, 
a  popular ou tb reak , w hich m ight b e  fo llow ed  by a barbarous 
persecution  o f  th e  P apists. T h e  P rince  declared  that to  avert

* F o r  th e  co n su m m ate  dex te rity  with w hich h e  exh ib ited  two d if
fe ren t views o f his po licy  to two d iffe ren t p a rlie s  be was a fte rw ard s  
b itte rly  rev iled  by the  C o u rt o f S ain t G erm ains . “  L ice t Fcedera tis p u b -  
licu s  ille  praedo b aud  a liu d  a p e rte  p ro p o c a t n isi u t  G aliici im perii ex - 
u b e ran s  a m p u lc lu r  p o te s ta s , ve ru n tam en  s ib i ,  e t s u i s  ex haeretica f a c e  
c o m p iic ib u s , u t p ro  co m p erlo  h a b e m u s , longe a iiu d  p ro m itti t ,  n em pe 
u t ,  exciso vel en e rv a lo  F ra n c o ru m  re g n o , u b i C a th o lica ru m  p a rliu m  
sum um rn  ja m  r o b u r  s itu m  e s t ,  ba tre lica  ip so ru m  p rav itas  p e r o rb em  
C h ris tian u m  u n iv e rsu tn  pracvaica t-11 — L e tte r  o f  J a m e s  to  the  P o p e ,  evi
dently  w ritten  in 1089.
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th e  horrors o f  such a persecution  was on e o f  h is c h ie f  o b jects . 
I f  h e  su cceed ed  in h is d es ig n , h e  w ould  u se  th e  pow er w hich  
he m ust then  p o sse ss , as h ead  o f  tho P rotestan t in terest, to 
p rotect the  m em bers o f  th e  Church o f  R om e. P erhaps tho 
passionB excited  by the  tyranny o f  Jam es m ight m ake it im 
p ossib le  to efface the  penal law s from the sta tu te b o o k : but 
those  law s sh ou ld  b e  m itigated  by a len ien t adm inistration. 
N o class w ould  rea lly  gain  m ore by the p rop osed  exped ition  
than those p eaceab le  and unam bitious R om an C atholics w ho  
m erely  w ish ed  to fo llow  their callings and to w orship their 
M aker w ithout m olestation . T h e  on ly  lo sers w ould be the  
l ’y rco n n els , th e  D o v e r s , th e  A lb ev ille s , and the other p o li
tical adventurers w h o , in  return for flattery and evil counsel, 
had obta in ed  from  their credulous m aster govern m en ts , reg i
m en ts , and em bassies.

W hile W illiam  ex erted  h im se lf  to en list on h is s id e  the  
sym pathies b oth  o f  P rotestants and o f  R om an C ath olics, he  
ex erted  h im se lf  w ith n o t less  v igour and  prudence to provide  
the m ilitary m eans w hich his undertak ing req u ired . H e  could  
n o t m ake a d escen t on E n glan d  w ithou t the  sanction  o f  tho  
U n ited  P ro v in ces. I f  h e  asked  for  that sanction before his 
d esign  w as r ip e for e x ecu tio n , his in tentions m ight p ossib ly  
b e thw arted b y  tho faction  h ostile  to h is h o u se , and  w ould  
certain ly b e  d ivu lged  to th e  w hole w orld . H e  therefore  d e 
term ined to  m ake his preparations w ith all sp e e d , a n d , w hen  
they w ere com p lete , to se ize  som e favourable m om ent for re
q u estin g  the  con sent o f  th e  fed eration . It w as ob served  by  
the agents o f  F rance that he was m ore busy than they  had ever  
know n h im . N o t  a day p assed  on  w hich h e  w as not seen  
spurring from  his v illa  to  the  H a g u e . H e  was perpetually  
c lo seted  w ith  his m ost d istinguished  ad h eren ts. T w enty-fou r  
sh ips o f  w ar w ere  fitted  ou t for sea  in  add ition  to  th e  ordinary  
force w hich  the  com m onw ealth  m aintained . T h er e  w a s , as it  
ch an ced , an ex ce llen t preten ce  for  m aking this add ition  to 
the m arine: for  som e A lg er in e  corsairs had recen tly  dared to 
show  them selves in the G erm an O cean . A  cam p was form ed  
near N im egu en . M any thousands o f  troops w ere assem bled  
there. In  order to  stren gth en  this arm y the  garrisons wero
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withdraw n from  the stron gh old s in D utch  B rabant. E ven  the  c h a p . 

ren ow n ed  fortress o f  B ergopzoom  w as le ft a lm ost d efen ce less . —¡ ~ — 
F ie ld  p ie c e s , b o m b s, and tum brels from  all the m agazines o f  
the U n ited  P rov in ces w ere co llected  at the head  quarters.
A ll the bakers o f  R otterdam  to iled  day and n ight to  m ake b is
cuit. A ll the  gunm akers o f  U trech t w ere found too  few to 
ex ecu te  th e  orders for p isto ls and m uskets. A ll the saddlers 
o f  A m sterdam  w ere hard at w ork on harness and holstors. S ix  
thousand sailors w ere ad d ed  to the naval establishm ent.
S even  thousand new  sold iers w ere raised. T h e y  could  not, 
in d eed , be form ally en listed  w ithout the sanction o f  the fed e 
ration: b u t th ey  w ere w ell d r illed , and kept in such a  state o f  
discip line that they m ight w ithout d ifficu lty b e  distributed  
into regim ents w ithin tw enty-four hours after that sanction  
should b e  ob ta in ed . T h e se  preparations required  ready  
m oney: b u t W illiam  h a d , by strict econ om y, laid up against 
a great em ergen cy  a treasure am ounting to about two hundred  
and fifty thousand pounds sterlin g . W hat m ore w as w anting  
was supplied  by the zea l o f  his partisans. G reat quantities o f  
g o ld , n ot le s s , it w as sa id , than a hundred thousand guineas, 
cam e to him  from  E nglan d . T h e  H u gu en ots , who had car
r ied  with them  into ex ile  large  quantities o f  the precious m e
ta ls , w ere eager to len d  him  all that they  p o ssessed ; for they  
fond ly  h op ed  th a t, i f  h e su cc eed ed , they' should  b e  restored  
to  the country o f  their  b irth; and they  feared  th a t, i f  he 
fa iled , they  Bhould scarcely b e safe even  in the country o f  
their adoption.*

T h rou gh  the  latter part o f  Ju ly  and th e  w hole o f  A u g u s t r a 
th e  preparations w ent on rap id ly , y e t  too slow ly  for the v eh e- n u m ero u s 

m ent sp irit o f  W illiam . M eanw hile th e  in tercourse betw een  
E ngland and H olland  was a ctiv e . T h e  ordinary m odes of*upp»o 
con vey in g  in te lligen ce  and passengers w ere no lon ger  thought ,™JEne~ 
safe. A  ligh t bark o f  m arvellous sp eed  constantly ran back
ward and forw ard b etw een  S ch even in g  and the  eastern coast 
o f  our island.** By- this v esse l W illiam  received  a su ccession

• A vaui Neg., Aug. f t .  » .  » .  » .  » .  R . 1G8S.
** A v au i Neg., Sept. j*€. 16SS.
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o f  letters from  persons o f  h igh  note in tho C hurch, the state, 
and the  arm y. T w o  o f  the  sev en  p relates w ho had sign ed  the  
m em orable p e titio n , L lo y d , B ish op  o f  S t. A sa p h , and T r e -  
law n ey , B ish op  o f  B r is to l, h ad , during their res id en ce  in  the  
T o w e r , reco n sid ered  th e  doctrine o f  n o n resistan ce , and were  
ready  to  w elcom e an arm ed deliverer. A  brother o f  tho  
B ishop o f  B r is to l, C olonel Charles T relaw n ey , w ho com 
m anded  on e o f  th e  T a n g ier  reg im en ts , now  know n as the  
F ourth  o f  the L in e , sign ified  his read iness to draw his sword  
for the  P rotestan t re lig ion . Sim ilar assurances arrived from  
th e  savage K irke. C hurchill, in a letter w ritten  w ith a cer
tain e levation  o f  la n g u a g e , w hich was the sure m ark that he 
w as g o in g  to com m it a b a sen ess, declared  that h e was deter
m ined to perform  his duty to heaven  and to h is co u n tr y , and  
that h e  put his honour ab so lu te ly  into th e  hands o f  the  P rince  
o f  O range. W illiam  doubtless rend th ese  w ords w ith on e o f  
those  b itter and cyn ical sm iles w hich gave his face its least 
p leasin g  ex p ression . I t  was n ot his business to  take care o f  
the honour o f  other m en; nor had the m ost rig id  casuists 
p ronounced  it unlaw ful in  a general to  in v ite , to  u se , and  
to  rew ard the  serv ices o f  deserters w hom  h e  cou ld  n o t but 
d esp ise .*

C hurchill's le tter  w as brought b y  S id n e y , w hose situation  
in E ngland  had b ecom e hazardous, and w h o , h avin g  taken  
m any precautions to h id e h is track , had p assed  over to H o l
land ab ou t the  m idd le  o f  A ugust.** A b ou t the sam e tim e 
Shrew sbury and Edw ard R u ssell crossed  the  G erm an O cean  
in a  b oat w hich they  had  hired  with great se c r e c y , and ap
peared  at the H agu e. Shrew sbury brought with him tw elve  
thousand p o u n d s, w hich h e had  raised  by a m ortgage on his 
esta tes , and w hich h e  lo d g e d  in  th e  bank o f  A m sterdam .*’ * 
D ev o n sh ire , D a n b v , and L um lcy rem ained  in E n g la n d , w here  
they  undertook  to rise in arms as soon  as the  P rin ce  shou ld  se t  
fo o t on the island.

T h er e  is reason  to b e liev e  th a t, at th is con jun ctu re, W il-

* Burnet, i. 105.; Churchill’s le tter bears dale Aug. 4. t6S8.
** W illiam to Bentinck, Aug. {?• *088.

" •  Alemoirs of the Duke of Shrewsbury, 1118.
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liam first rece iv ed  assurances o f  support from  a very different c,j£p- 

quarter. T h e  h istory  o f  Sunderland’s in tr igu es is covered  
w ith an obscurity which it is n ot probable that any inquirer w ill Sunicr.  
ever su cceed  in  p enetrating: b u t, though  it is im possib le to nmi. 
discover the w h ole  truth , it is easy to d etect som e palpable  
fictions. T h e  J a c o b ite s , for obvious reason s, affirm ed that 
the revolu tion  o f  1C88 w as the resu lt o f  a p lo t con certed  long  
before. Sunderland they rep resen ted  as the c h ie f  conspirator, 
l i e  h a d , th ey  averred , in  pursuance o f  his great d esign , in
cited  h is to o  confid ing m aster to  d ispense with sta tu tes, to  
create an illega l trib un al, to confiscate freehold  property, 
and to send  the  fathers o f  the E stab lished  Church to a prison.
T h is rom ance rests on no e v id e n c e , an d , though  it has been  
rep eated  dow n to our own tim e, seem s hardly to deservo con
futation. N o  fa ct is m ore certain than that Sunderland o p 
p o sed  som e o f  th e  m ost im prudent step s w hich Jam es took, 
and in particular the prosecution  o f  the B ish o p s, which really  
brought on th e  d ecisive  crisis. B u t , even  i f  this fact w ere  
n ot es tab lish ed , there w ould  still rem ain one argum ent suffi
cient to d ecid e  the controversy . W hat conceivab le m otive  
had Sunderland to wish for a  revolu tion? U n d er the ex istin g  
system  h e w as at the h e ig h t o f  d ign ity  and prosperity . A s 
P resid en t o f  the  C ouncil he took  preced en ce o f  the w hole  
tem poral p eera g e . A s P rincipal Secretary o f  S tate he was 
the  m ost active  and pow erful m em ber o f  the cab inet. H e  
m ight look  forward to  a  dukedom . Pie had obtained  the garter  
la tely  w orn by the brilliant and versatile  B uck ingham , who, 
having squandered  aw ay a princely fortune and a v igorous 
in te llec t, had  sunk into th e  grave d ese rte d , con tem n ed , anil 
brok en -h earted .*  M o n ey , w hich Sunderland valued  m ore 
than h on o u rs, poured  in upon him  in such abundance that, 
with ordinary m anagem ent, ho m ight h op e to b eco m e, in a 
few  y ea rs , on e o f  th e  w ealth iest subjects in  E urope. T h e  
direct em olum ent o f  his p o sts , though  con sid erab le , was a 
very sm all part o f  what h e  rece ived . From  F rance a lone he  
drew  a regular stip en d  o f  near six  thousand pounds a year, 
besid es large occasional gratu ities. H e  had bargained with 

* London Gazette, April 25. 28.1682.
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T y rco n n e l for five thousand a  y ea r , or fifty thousand pounds  
d ow n , from  Ireland. W hat sum s h e m ade b y  se llin g  p laces, 
t it le s , and pard on s, can on ly  b e  con jectu red , b u t m ust have  
been  enorm ous. Jam es seem ed  to take a p leasu re  in load in g  
w ith w ealth  one whom  h e regard ed  as h is ow n con vert. A ll 
fin e s, all forfeitures w en t to Sunderland . On every  grant to ll 
w as paid  to h im . I f  any su itor ven tured  to  ask any favour  
d irectly  from  th e  K in g , the  answ er w a s , “ H ave you spoken  
to m y L ord  P r e sid e n t? ”  O ne b old  m an ven tured  to say that 
th e  L ord  P resid en t g o t  all the m oney o f  the Court. “ W ell,”  
rep lied  H is M ajesty; “ h e deserves it a ll.”  * W e shall scarcely  
overrate th e  am ount o f  the m inister’s g a in s , i f  wo put them  at 
thirty thousand pounds a year: and it m ust b e  rem em bered  
that fortunes o f  thirty thousand pou n ds a  year w ere in  this 
tim e rarer than fortunes o f  a hundred  thousand  pounds a year  
now  are. I t  is probable that there was then  n o t ono p eer  o f  
th e  realm  w h ose  private incom e equalled  Sunderland’s official 
in com e.

W h at chance w as there  th a t, in a new  order o f  th in g s , a 
m an so  d eep ly  im plicated  in  illega l and unpopular a c ts , a 
m em ber o f  the  H ig h  C om m ission , a ren egad e w hom  the m ul
t itu d e , in p laces o f  g en era l re so r t, pursued  w ith th e  cry o f  
P opish  d o g , w ou ld  bo greater and rich er?  W hat chance that 
he w ou ld  even  be ab le to  escape cond ign  punishm ent?

H e  had undoubted ly  b een  lo n g  in the  habit o f  lo o k in g  for
ward to  th e  tim e w hen W illiam  and M ary m ight b e ,  in the  
ordinary course o f  nature an d  law , at th e  head  o f  the  E nglish  
g o v ern m en t, and had probably a ttem p ted  to m ake for h im self  
an in terest in  their favou r , by prom ises and serv ices w h ich , i f  
d isco v e red , w ould  n ot have raised  h is cred it at W hitehall. 
P u t it  m ay w ith  confidence be affirm ed that h e had no w ish to 
se e  them  raised  to pow er by a  revo lu tio n , and that h e  d id  not  
at all foresee  such a revolu tion  w h en , tow ards the  c lo se  o f

* Secret Consults o t the Romish Party  in Ireland. This account is 
strongly confirmed by what Bonrepaux wrote to Seignelay, Sept. JJ. 1681. 
“ 11 (Sunderland) am assera beaucoup d 'a rg en t, le roi son m altro lui 
donnant la plus grande partie  de celui qui provient des confiscations ou 
des accommodemens que ceux qul out cncourrt des pcines lont pour 
o b te n irleu r grace.”
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Ju n e 1688, h e  solem nly jo in e d  th e  com m union o f  the Church  
o fR o m e .

S carcely  how ever had  h e , b y  that inexp iab le cr im e, m ade  
h im self an ob ject o f  hatred  and contem pt to th e  w h ole  nation , 
w hen  h e learned  that the  civil and ecclesiastica l p o lity  o f  E n g 
land w ould  shortly b e  v in d icated  b y  foreign  and dom estic  
arm s. F rom  that m om ent all his plans seem  to  have under
gon e  a change. F ear b ow ed  dow n h is w hole so u l, and was so 
w ritten in his face that all w ho saw  him  could  read.* I t  could  
hardly  bo dou b ted  th a t, i f  there w ere a rev o lu tio n , the  evil 
counsellors w ho surrounded th e  throne w ould  b e  ca lled  to a 
strict account: and am ong th o se  counsellors h e  stood  in  the  
forem ostran k . T h e  loss o f  h is p la ces , h is sa laries, his p en 
s io n s , was the least that ho had to dread . H is patrim onial 
m ansion and w ood s at A lthorpc m ight b e  confiscated . H e  
m ight lie  m any years in a prison . H e  m ight en d  h is days in a 
foreign  land a  pensioner on the bounty o f  F ran ce. E ven  this 
was n ot th e  w orst. V ision s o f  an innum erable crow d coverin g  
T o w e r  H ill nnd shouting  with savage jo y  at the  sigh t o f  th e  
ap osta te , o f  a scaffold  hung with b la ck , o f  B u rn et reading  
th e  prayer for the  d ep arting , and o f  K etch  lean ing  on  th e  axe  
with w iiich R u ssell and M onm outh had been  m angled  in so  
butcherly a fash ion , b egan  to  haunt the  unhappy statesm an. 
T h ere  w as y e t  one w ay in w hich h e  m ight esca p e , a w ay m ore  
terrib le  to a n ob le  spirit than a prison or a scaffo ld . H e  m ight 
still, by a w ell tim ed and useful treason , earn his pardon from  
the foes o f  the govern m en t. I t  w as in his pow er to  render to  
them  at this conjuncture serv ices b eyon d  all price: for h e  had  
the  royal ear; h e  had  great in fluence over the  Jesuitical 
cabal; and h e was b lindly  trusted  b y  the F rench  A m bassador. 
A  channel o f  com m unication w as n ot w an tin g , a channel 
w orthy o f  the purpose w hich it was to serve . T h e  C ountess 
o f  Sunderland w as an artful w om an, w h o , under a  show  o f  
devotion  w hich  im posed  on  som e grave m e n , carried on, with 
great activ ity , b oth  am orous and political intrigues.** T h e

* Adda says that Sunderland’s te rro r was visible, ■jv '  8I*' 16S8.
fcOT. 5 .

* Compare Evelyn’s account of her with what the Princess of Dcn-

crup.
IX.

1838.
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handsom e and d isso lute H en ry  S id n ey  had  lo n g  b een  h er  fa
vourite lov er . H er  husband  -was w ell p leased  to se c  her thu3 
con n ected  with the  court o f  the  H agu e. W h en ever h e  w ished  
to  transm it a secret m essage to  H o lla n d , h e  spoke to h is w if e : 
sh e w rote to S id n ey ; and S id n ey  com m unicated  her le tter  to 
W illiam . O ne o f  her com m unications was in tercep ted  and 
carried to Jam es. S h e veh em en tly  p ro tested  that it  w as a 
forgery . H er h u sb an d , w ith  characteristic in g en u ity , d e 
fen ded  h im se lf  b y  rep resen tin g  that it w as quite im possib le  for 
any man to b e  so b ase  as to do w hat h e  w as in the hab it of 
d o in g . “ E ven  i f  this is  L ady Sunderland’s h a n d ,” h e  said, 
“ that is no afTair o f  m ine. Y our M ajesty know s m y dom estic  
m isfortunes. T h e  fo o tin g  on w hich  m y w ife and M r. S id ney  
are is bu t too  p ub lic . W ho can b e liev e  that I w ou ld  m ake a 
confidant o f  th e  man w ho has injured m y honour in the tcn- 
dereet p o in t, o f  the  m an w h om , o f  all o th e rs , I  ou gh t m ost to 
h a te ? ” * T h is  d efen ce  w as thou gh t satisfactory; and secret 
in te lligen ce  w as still transm itted  from  the w itto l to  the  
a d u lteress , from  the adu lteress to  the  ga lla n t, and from  the  
gallan t to the en em ies o f  Jam es.

It is h igh ly  prob ab le that the  first d ec is iv e  assurances o f  
S underland’s support w ere con veyed  orally  by S id n ey  to  
W illiam  about th e  m iddle o f  A ugust. I t  is certain  th a t , from  
that tim e till the  exp ed ition  was ready  to sa il, a m ost sign ifi
cant corresp on d en ce w as k ep t up b etw een  th e  C ountess and  
h er lover . A  few  o f  her le tter s , partly w ritten  in  c ip h er, are 
still ex tan t. T h e y  contain  professions o f  g o o d  w ill and pro
m ises o f  serv ice m ingled  with earnest in treaties for protection . 
T h e  w riter in tim ates that h er  husband w ill do all that his 
friends at the  H agu e can w ish: sh e  su p p oses tha t it w ill be 
n ecessary  for him  to g o  into tem porary e x ile :  b u t she hopes  
that h is banishm ent w ill n o t b e  p erp etu a l, and that h is patri
m onial esta te  will be sp ared; and sh e earnestly  b eg s to be  
in form ed in w hat p lace  it w ill b e  b est  for him  to take refuge  
till th e  first fury o f  th e  storm  is ov er . **
m ark wrote about her to the H ague, and with her own le tters to Henry 
Sidney.

* Bonrepaux to Seignelay, July j j .  1G8S.
*• See her le tte rs  in  the Sidney Diary and Correspondence lately
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T h e  h elp  o f  Sunderland  w as m ost w elcom e. F o r , as the  
tim e o f  strik ing the great b low  drew  n ear, the a n x iety  o f  
W illiam  becam e in ten se . From  com m on eyes h is fee lin gs ADltetJ 
w ere con cea led  by the  icy  tranquillity o f  bis dem eanour: b u t° f  wit- 
his w h ole  heart w as open  to B en tin ck . T h e  preparations 
were n o t qu ite  com p lete . T h e  design  w as already suspected , 
and cou ld  n o t b e  lo n g  co n cea led . T h e  K ing o f  F rance or
the city o f  A m sterdam  m ight still frustrate the  w hole plan. I f
Lew is w ere to  send  a great force  into B rabant, i f  the faction  
which hated  the S tad th old er  w ere to raise its h e a d , all was 
over. “ M y su fferin gs, m y d isq u ie t ,”  the P rince  w ro te , “ are 
dreadful. I  hardly se e  m y w ay. N ever  in  m y life  did I so  
m uch fee l the n eed  o f  G o d ’s g u id a n c e .” * B en tin ck ’s wife  
was at th is tim e d an gerou sly  i l l;  and both  the friends w ere  
painfully anxious about h er. “ G od support y o u ,”  W illiam  
w ro te , “ and enab le you  to bear your part in a  work on w hich, 
as far as human b ein gs can s e e ,  th e  w elfare o f  his Church
d ep e n d s .” ** W sro ln p s

It w as in d eed  im possib le  that a  design  so vast as that 
w hich had b een  form ed against the K ing o f  E ngland  sh o u ld 10 
rem ain during m any w eeks a  secret. N o  art cou ld  preven t  
in te lligen t m en from  p erceiv in g  that W illiam  w as m aking  
great m ilitary and naval p rep aration s, and from  su sp ectin g  
th e  o b ject w ith w hich those  preparations w ere m ade. Early  
in  A u gu st h in ts that som e great even t was approaching were  
w hispered  up and dow n L on d on . T h e  w eak and corrupt 
A lb ev ille  w as then on a v isit to  E n g la n d , and w a s , or affected  
to b e , certain that the  D u tch  governm ent entertained  no d e 
sign  unfriendly to J am es. B u t , during the ab sen ce o f  A lb e 
v ille  from  his p ost, A vaux perform ed , w ith  em inent sk ill , the  
duties both  o f  F rench  and E nglish  A m bassador to the S tates, 
and supplied  B arillon  as w ell as L ew is w ith am ple in te lligen ce .
A vaux w as satisfied  that a d escen t on JEngland was in co n 
tem plation , and su cceed ed  in convincing his m aster o f  the

published. Mr. Fox , in his copy of Barlllon's despatches, m arked the 
30th of August N. S. 1688, as the date from which it was quite certain 
that Sunderland was playing false.

• Aug. 15- 16SS. “  S e p t.,',. 1088.
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c h a p . truth. E very cou rier w ho arrived  at W estm inster, either from  
ieg3' the  H agu e or from  V ersa illes , brought earnest w arn ings.*  

B u t Jam es w as under a d elu sion  w hich appears to have been  
artfully  en cou raged  by Sunderland. T h e  P rince  o f  O range, 
said  the  cunning m inister, w ould n ev er  dare to  en gage in an  
exp ed itio n  b eyon d  se a , leav in g  H ollan d  d e fen ce less . T h e  
S ta te s , rem em bering w hat they  had suffered  and what they  
had b een  in danger o f  suffering during th e  grea t agon y  o f  
1G72, w ould n ev er  incur th e  risk  o f  again see in g  an invad ing  
army encam ped  on  the  plain  betw een  U trech t and  Am
sterdam . T h er e  w as d ou b tless m uch d iscon ten t in  E ngland:  
b u t the  interval w as im m ense betw een  d iscon ten t and re 
b ellion . M en o f  rank and  fortu n e w ere n ot d isp osed  ligh tly  
to  hazard their hon ou rs, the ir  es ta tes , and their liv es . H ow  
m any em inent W h igs had h e ld  high lan gu age w hen M on
m outh was in the N eth erlan d s! A n d  y e t , w hen h e  se t up his 
standard , w hat em inent W h ig  h ad  jo in e d  it?  It w as easy  to  
understand w hy L ew is a ffec ted  to g iv e  cred it to th ese  id le  
rum ours. H e  d ou b tless h op ed  to frighten  the  K in g  o f  E n g 
lan d  in to  tak ing  th e  F ren ch  sid e  in  th e  d ispute about C ologn e. 
B y  such reason ing  Jam es w as easily  lu lled  in to  stupid secu 
rity.** T h e  alarm and ind ignation  o f  L ew is in creased  daily. 
T h e  sty le  o f  his letters becam e sharp and veh em en t. *** l i e  
cou ld  n o t u nderstand , h e  w ro te , th is leth argy  on th e  ev e  o f  a 
terrib le crisis. W as the K in g  b ew itch ed ?  W ere h is m i
n isters b lind? W as it p ossib le  that n ob od y  at W hitehall was 
aware o f  w hat w as p assing in E ngland  and on th e  C ontinent?  
Such  foo l-h ard y  security  could  scarcely  be the  effect o f  m ere  
im provid en ce . T h ere  m ust b e  foul play'. Jam es w as e v i
dently  in bad  hands. B arillon  w as earnestly  cautioned  not to  
repose im plicit confidence in  the  E nglish  m in isters: but lie 
w as cautioned  in  vain . O n h im , as on  Jam es, Sunderland had  
cast a  spell w hich  no exhortation  cou ld  break.

* Avaux, July I J .  x irfjH " A"* ' 1688 ’ Lewis 10 Barillon. Aug. f t .  U-

** B arillon , Aug. }J. 16S3; A dda, — Clarke’s Life of
Jam es, 11.177. Orig. Mem.

Lewis to B a r i l lon ,  Sept. f t ,  f t .  J{. 168S.
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L ew is bestirred  h im se lf  v igorou sly . B on rep au x , w ho was c h a p . 

far superior to  B arillon  in sh rew d n ess, and w ho had  alw ays 1CS8. 
disliked  and d istrusted  Sunderland, was despatched  to L ondon  E w r ilo n »  

with an offer o f  naval assistan ce. A vau x was at the sam e tim e °0r 5
ordered to declare to the S tates G eneral that F rance h a d J>mM- 
taken Jam es u n d er h er pro tection . A  large b od y  o f  troops  
was h e ld  in read in ess to  m arch tow ards the  D utch  frontier.
T h is b o ld  attem pt to save  the in fatuated  tyrant in  h is own  
desp ite  w as m ade w ith th e  fu ll concurrence o f  S k e lto n , who  
was now  E n voy  from E ngland  to th e  Court o f  V ersa illes.

A v a u x , in conform ity w ith h is in structions, dem anded  
an aud ien ce o f  the S ta tes . I t  w as read ily  granted . T h e  as
sem bly w as unusually large . T h e  gen era l b e lie f  w as that 
som e overture resp ectin g  com m erce was about to b e  m ade; 
and th e  P resid en t brought a w ritten  answ er fram ed on that 
supposition . A s soon  as A vau x b egan  to d isclose his errand, 
signs o f  u n easin ess w ere  d iscern ib le . T h o se  w ho w ere b e 
liev ed  to  enjoy the  confidence o f  th e  P rince  o f  O range cast 
dow n their eyes . T h e  ag itation  becam e great w hen the  
E n voy  announced  that his m aster w as strictly  bound by the  
ties o f  friendship and a lliance to  H is B ritannic M ajesty , and  
tha t any attack  on E ngland  w ould  b e  considered  as a decla
ration o f  w ar against F ran ce. T h e  P resid en t, com pletely  
taken  by su rp rise , stam m ered out a few  evasive p h ra ses; and  
the con feren ce term inated . I t  w as a t the sam e tim o notified  
to  the S ta tes that L ew is had taken  under b is p rotection  Car
dinal Fur8tem burg and the Chapter o f  C ologne. *

T h e  D ep u ties w ere in  great agitation . Som e recom 
m ended  caution and d elay . O thers b reathed  noth in g  bu t  
war. F a g e l sp ok e v eh em en tly  o f  the F rench  in so len ce , and  
im plored his brethren n o t to  b e  daunted  b y  threats. T h e  pro
per answ er to such a com m unication, h e  said , w as to lev y  m ore  
so ld iers , and to equip  m ore sh ips. A  courier w as instantly  
despatched  to  reca ll W illiam  from  M in d en , w here h e  w as 
hold ing a consultation  o f  h igh  m om ent w ith the  E lec to r  o f
Brandenburg.

* Avaux

M a ca u la y , H is to ry . I ll , IT
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c i u p .  j } u t  there  was no cause for  alarm . Jam es w as b en t on
~" '68̂  ruining h im self; and every  attem pt to stop  him  on ly  m ade
James him  rush m ore eagerly  to his doom . W hen  his throne was 
frustrates secure, w hen  h is p eop le  w ere su b m issive, w hen the  m ost ob- 
10 ' sequ ious o f  P arliam ents w as eager  to anticipate a ll his reason

ab le w ishes, w h en  foreign  k ingdom s and com m onw ealths paid  
■ em ulous court to  h im , w hen it d ep en d ed  on ly  on  h im se lf  

w heth er h e  w ou ld  b e  th e  arbiter o f  C hristendom , h e  had  
sto o p ed  to b e  th e  slave and the  h irelin g  o f  F ran ce. A n d  now  
w hen , b y  a series o f  crim es and fo llie s , h e  had  su cceed ed  in  
alien atin g  his neighbours, his su b jects, his so ld iers, his sailors, 
his ch ild ren , and had  le ft  h im se lf no refuge but th e  pro
tection  o f  F rance, h e  w as taken  w ith a fit o f  pride, and  deter
m ined  to  assert h is in d ep en d en ce. T h a t help  w hich , w hen  
h e  d id  n ot w ant i t ,  h e  had a ccep ted  w ith  ignom in ious tears, 
h e  n o w , w hen it  w as ind ispensab le to h im , threw  con 
tem ptuously  aw ay. H avin g  b een  a b ject w hen  h e m ight, w ith  
propriety , have b een  punctilious in  m aintain ing his d ign ity , 
h e  b ecam e ungratefu lly  haughty at a  m om ent w hen haughti
ness m ust b ring on him at on ce  derision  and ruin. H e  re 
sented  the friend ly  in tervention  w hich m ight have saved  him. 
W as ev er  K in g  so u sed ?  W as h e  a  ch ild , or an id io t , that 
others m ust th ink  for him ? W as ho a  p etty  p r in c e , a  Cardi
nal Furstem burg, w ho m ust fall i f  n o t upheld  by a pow erful 
patron? W as h e  to b e  degrad ed  in  th e  estim ation  o f  all 
E u ro p e , b y  an ostentatious p atronage w hich  h e had never  
ask ed ?  S k elto n  was reca lled  to answ er for his co n d u ct, and, 
as soon  as lie  arrived , w as com m itted  prisoner to  the  T ow er. 
Citters w as w ell rece iv ed  at W h iteh a ll, and had a lon g  
au d ien ce . H e  co u ld , w ith  m ore truth than d iplom atists on  
such  occasions th ink  at all n ecessa ry , d isc la im , on  the part 
o f  the  S tates G en era l, any hostife p roject. F o r  the States  
G eneral had, as y e t , no official k n ow led ge o f  th e  d esign  o f  
W illiam ; n or w as it b y  any m eans im possib le  that they m ight, 
even  n o w , refu se  to sanction  that d esign . Jam es d eclared  
that h e  ga v e  n o t the least cred it to  the rum ours o f  a  D utch  in
va sio n , and that the  con d u ct o f  the F ren ch  govern m en t had  
surprised an d  annoyed  him . M id d leton  w as d irected  to as-



sure all the foreign  m inisters that there  ex isted  no such 
alliance betw een  F rance and E ngland  as the Court o f  V er
sailles had , for its own ends, preten d ed . T o  the N u n cio  the  
K ing said  that the  design s o f  L ew is w ere palpable and should  
be frustrated. T h is  officious protection  was at once an insu lt 
and a snare. “ M y g o o d  b ro th er ,” said  J a m es, “ has e x c e l
len t q u a lities; but flattery and vanity  have turned his h ead ."  * 
A d d a , w ho w as m uch m ore anxious about C ologne than  
about E n g la n d , encouraged  this strange delusion . A lb ev ille , 
who had now  returned  to h is p o st , w as com m anded to  g iv e  
friendly assurances to the  S tates G en era l, and to add som e  
h igh  language, w hich m ight have b een  b ecom in g  in the m outh  
o f  E lizab eth  or O liver. “ M y m aster ,”  h e sa id , “ is raised, 
alike b y  h is pow er and b y  his sp ir it , above the  position  which  
F rance affects to assign  to h im . T h er e  is som e difference b e
tw een  a  K in g  o f  E ngland  and an A rchbishop o f  C o logn e.”  
T h e  reception  o f  B on repau x  at W h itehall was co ld . T h e  
naval succours w hich h e  offered  w ere n ot abso lu tely  d e c lin e d ; 
but h e w as forced  to  return w ithout having se ttled  anyth ing; 
and the E n v o y s, both  o f  the U n ited  P rovinces and o f  the  
H ou se o f  A ustria , w ere inform ed that his m ission had been  
disagreeab le to the K in g  and  had prod u ced  no result. A fter  
the  R evo lu tion  Sunderland  b oasted , and probably  w ith truth, 
that h e had induced  h is m aster to reject th e  proffered as
sistan ce o f  France.**

T h e  p erverse fo lly  o f  Jam es naturally excited  the  ind igna
tion  o f  his pow erful neighbour. L ew is com plained th a t, in 
return for the g rea test serv ice  w hich he cou ld  render to  the  
E nglish  governm ent, that governm ent had g iv en  him the lie  in  
the face o f  all C hristendom . H e  ju stly  rem arked that what

* “  Che 1'adulazione c la vanitA fili avevano tornalo il capo.-’— Adda, 
*688.S e p t .  10 .

** C itlers , Sept. 16S8; A vaux, Sept. "¿¿^'*7  ; B arillon , 
W agenaar, book lx . ; Sunderland’s Apology. It has been often asserted 
that Jam es declined the help of a French arm y. The truth is that no 
such arm y was ofTered. Indeed , the French troops would have served 
Jam es much m ore effectually by menacing the frontiers of Holland than 
by crossing the Channel.
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c i i a p .  A vau x had  sa id , touchin g  the  alliance b etw een  F ran ce and  
—ia88— G reat B r ita in , w as true accord in g  to the spirit, though  per

haps n ot accord in g  to  the le tter . T h ere  w as n ot in d eed  a 
treaty d igested  in to  a r tic les , s ig n ed , se a led , and ratified :  
but assurances eq u ivalen t in the estim ation o f  h onourab le men  
to  such a treaty h ad , during som e y ea rs , been  con stan tly  e x 
ch an ged  betw een  th e  two Courts. L ew is a d d ed  that, h igh  
as w as his ow n p la ce  in  E u ro p e , h e  should  never  be so ab
surdly  jea lo u s  o f  his d ign ity  as to  se e  an insu lt in  any act 
prom pted  by friendsh ip . B u t Jam es w as in a  very different 
situation , and w ou ld  soon  learn the value o f  that aid w hich he  
had so u ngraciously  rejec ted . *

Y e t ,  notw ithstand ing the  stupid ity  and ingratitude of  
Jam es, it  w ould  have b een  w ise in L ew is to persist in the  
reso lu tion  w hich had b een  notified  to th e  S ta tes G eneral. 
A vaux, w h ose  sagacity  and jud g m en t m ade him an antagonist 
w orthy o f  W illiam , w as d ec id ed ly  o f  this op in ion. T h e  first 
ob ject o f  the F rench  governm ent —  so  the sk ilfu l E n v o y  
reason ed  —  ou gh t to b e  to p reven t the in tend ed  d escen t on  
E nglan d . T h e  way to preven t that d escen t w as to invade  
the Spanish  N eth erlan d s, and to m enace the B atavian fron
tier. T h e  P rince  o f  O ran ge, in d eed , w as so bent on his 
darling en terprise that he w ould  persist, even  i f  th e  w hite flag  
were fly ing  on th e  w alls o f  B ru ssels . H e  had actually  said  
th a t, i f  the Spaniards cou ld  on ly  m anage to k eep  O stend , 
M o n s, and N am ur till the  n ex t sp rin g , he w ould  then return  
from  E n g lan d  w ith a force  w hich  w ould  soon  reco v er  all that 
had b een  lo st. B ut, though  such  was th e  P r in ce’s opinion, it 
was n o t the  opin ion  o f  the S tates. T h e y  w ould n ot read ily  
con sen t to send  their Captain G eneral and th e  flow er o f  their  
army across the Germ an O cea n , w hile  a form idable enem y  
threatened  their ow n territory.**  

irtnch L ew is adm itted  the force  o f  these  reason ings: but h e  had  
armies already reso lv ed  on a  different lin e  o f  action . P erh ap s he  
Oe'ra'ny. had b een  provok ed  by the d iscourtesy  and w rong-headcdness

* Lewis to B arlllon , Sept. ] | .  ICSS.
•• Araux, Oct. A- 16SS-
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o f  the E n glish  gov ern m en t, and indulged  h is tem per at the  
ex p en se  o f  his in terest. Perhaps he w as m isled  b y  the  coun
sels o f  h is m inister o f  w ar, L o u v o is , w h ose  in iluenee was 
great, and w ho regarded  A vaux w ith no friend ly  fee lin g . I t  
was d eterm ined  to strike in a quarter rem ote from  H olland  a 
great and u n exp ected  b low . L ew is sudden ly  w ithdrew  his 
troops from  F lan d ers, and poured them  into G erm any. O ne  
arm y, p laced  under the  nom inal com m and o f  the D auphin, 
b u t really  d irected  by th e  D u k e o f  D uras and b y  V auban, the  
father o f  th e  sc ien ce  o f  fo rtifica tion , invested  P hilipsburg. 
A nother, le d  b y  th e  M arquess o f  B o u filer s , se ized  W orm s, 
M entz, and  T r e v e s . A  third, com m anded by th e  M arquess 
H um ieres, en tered  B on n . A ll dow n th e  R h in e , from  Carls- 
rulie to C ologne, the F rench  arms w ere v ictoriou s. T h e  news 
o f  th e  fall o f  P h ilip sb u rg  reach ed  V ersa illes on A ll Saints day, 
w hile the Court w as listen in g  to a serm on in th e  chapel. T h e  
K in g m ade a  sign  to  th e  preacher to stop , announced  the good  
new s to th e  co n g reg a tio n , a n d , k n eelin g  d ow n , returned  
thanks to G od for this great su ccess . T h e  aud ien ce w ep t for 
joy .*  T h e  tid in gs w ere eagerly  w elcom ed  by the sanguine and  
su scep tib le  p eop le  o f  F ran ce. P o e ts  ce leb rated  the trium phs 
o f  their m agnificent patron. Orators ex to lled  from the pulpit 
th e  w isdom  and m agnanim ity o f  th e  e ld est son  o f  the Church. 
T h e  T e  D eum  was sung w ith unw onted  pom p; and the  solem n  
n otes o f  th e  organ w ere m ingled  w ith  the clash o f  th e  cym bal 
and the b last o f  the  trum pet. B u t there w as little  cause for  
rejo ic in g . T h e  great statesm an w ho was at the h ead  o f  the 
E uropean coalition sm iled inw ardly at the  m isd irected  energy  
o f  his fo e . L ew is had in d e e d , b y  his p rom ptitude, gained  
som e advantages on the sid e  o f  G erm any: but those  advan
tages w ould  avail little  i f  E n g la n d , in active  and in glorious  
under four su ccessive K in gs, should suddenly resum e h er  old  
rank in  E u rop e. A  few  w eek s w ould suffice for th e  enterprise  
on w hich the fate o f  the  w orld  d e p e n d e d ; and for a few  w eeks  
the  U n ited  P rovinces w ere in security .

* M adame de S iv igni, 1688,

CH A P.
IX.

mss.
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cn a p . W illiam  now urged  on his preparations with indefatigable  
lsaa -  activity and with less secrecy  than ho had h itherto  thou gh t  

witiitm necessary. A ssurances o f  support cam e pouring in daily  
ih«*«nc- from foreign  courts. O pposition  had b ecom e ex tin ct at the  
lion of the H ague. I t  was in vain  that A vaux, even at this last m om ent, 
neri"ii>'~ exerted  all his sk ill to  reanim ate th e  faction  w hich had co n 
dition1"" ten ifr^ against three generations o f  tho H o u se  o f  O range. 

T h e  ch iefs o f  that fa ctio n , in d eed , still regard ed  th e S ta d t-  
h old er  w ith  no friendly feelin g . T h e y  had reason  to fear  
th a t, i f  h e  prosp ered  in E n g lan d , h e  w ould  b ecom e absolu te  
m aster o f  H ollan d. N ev er th e less  th e  errors o f  the  Court 
o f  V ersa ille s , and th e  d exterity  with w hich  h e  had  availed  
h im se lf o f  those  errors, m ade it im possib le  to  con tinu e tho 
stru ggle  aga instjh im . H o saw  that th e  tim e had  com e for  
dem anding th e  sanction  o f  the S tates. A m sterdam  w as the  
head quarters o f  the party h ostile  to h is l in e , his o ffice , and  
his person; and  even  from A m sterdam  h e had  at this m om ent 
noth in g  to apprehend. Som e o f  th e  c h ie f  functionaries  
o f  that city  had b een  rep eated ly  c lo se ted  w ith h im , w ith  
D y k v c lt , and w ith  B en tin ck , and  had  b een  in d uced  to 
prom ise that th ey  w ou ld  p ro m o te , or at least that th ey  
w ou ld  n ot o p p o se , the great d esign : som e w ere exasperated  
b y  th e  com m ercial ed icts o f  L ew is: som e w ere in  d eep  d is
tress for k insm en and friends w ho w ere harassed  b y  th e  
F rench  d ragoon s : som e shrank from  the resp onsib ility  o f  
causing a scliism  w hich m ight be fatal to  th e  B atavian fed era 
tio n ; and som e w ere afraid o f  the com m on p e o p le , w ho, 
stim ulated by th e  exhortations o f  zea lou s preach ers, w ere  
ready to  ex ecu te  sum m ary ju stic e  on  any traitor to  the  P ro 
testant cause . T h o  m ajority, th erefore, o f  that tow n council 
w hich had lon g  b een  d ev o ted  to F rance p ronounced  in favour 
o f  W illiam ’s undertak ing. T h en ce forth  all fear o f  opposition  
in any part o f  th e  U n ited  P rovinces was a t an end; and the  
fu ll sanction o f  the  federation  to h is enterprise w a s , in secret 
sittings, form ally g iv en . *

T h o  P rince  had already fixed  upon a gen era l w ell qualified
* Wilsen MS. quoted by W agenaar; Lord Lonsdale's M em oirs; 

A vau i, Oct- St. 16SS. The form al declaration of the States General, 
d a ted  OcL |{ . ,  will b e  found in the Recueil des T raités, vol. ¡y. no . 2!iâ.
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to b e second  in  com m and., ,T h is  was in d eed  no ligh t m atter. C1IIXA'P' 
A  random sh o t or th e  dagger o f  an assassin  m ight in a m om ent lt88_ " 
leave the exp ed ition  w ithout a head . I t  w as necessary that 
a successor shou ld  b e  ready to fill the vacant p lace . Y e t  it 
was im possib le to m ake choice o f  any Englishm an w ithout 
g iv in g  offen ce either to the W h igs or to  the  T o r ie s;  nor had  
any E nglishm an then  liv in g  show n that h e  p o ssessed  th e  m ili
tary sk ill necessary for th e  conduct o f  a cam paign. On th e  
other hand it  w as n o t easy to assign  prefeminence to a  fo 
reigner w ithout w ounding the national sensib ility  o f  tho  
haughty islanders. O ne man there w a s , and on ly  one i n b' r°“ " 
E u rop e, to whom  n o  ob jection  cou ld  b e  fo u n d , F red eric ,
Count o f  S ch o m b erg , a  G erm an , sprung from  a n ob le house  
o f  the  P alatinato . H e  w as gen era lly  esteem ed  th e  greatest 
liv ing m aster o f  th e  art o f  war. H is rectitud e and p iety, 
tried  b y  stron g  tem ptations and n ev er  found  w an tin g , com 
m anded genera l resp ect and  con fid en ce. T h o u g h  a  P ro 
testa n t, h e  had b e e n , during m any y ea rs , in  the serv ice  
o f  L ew is, and  h a d , in sp ite  o f  the ill offices o f  the  Jesu its, 
ex torted  from  h is em p lo y er , b y  a series o f  great a ctio n s, the  
staff o f  a M arshal o f  F rance. W h en  persecution  began  to  
r a g e , the brave veteran  steadfastly  refu sed  to  purchase the  
royal favour by a p ostasy , re s ig n ed , w ithout on e murmur, 
all his honours and com m ands, q u itted  his ad op ted  country  
for ev er , and took  refu ge at th e  Court o f  B erlin . H e  h a d , 
p assed  his seven tieth  y ear; b u t both  his m ind and h is b od y  
w ere still in full v igour. H e  had  been  in  E n g lan d , and 
w as m uch loved  and hon ou red  there. H e  had in d eed  a re 
com m endation  o f  w hich very few  foreigners cou ld  then  b oast; 
for h e  spoke our la n g u a g e , n o t only in te llig ib ly , b u t w ith  
g râ ce  and purity. H e  w a s , w ith  the con sen t o f  th e  E lector  
o f  B randenburg, and w ith the  warm approbation o f  the chiefs 
o f  all E nglish  p arties, appointed  W illiam ’s lieu tenan t.*

A nd  now  th e  H agu e w as crow ded w ith B ritish  adventurers  
o f  all th e  varions parties w hich  the tyranny o f  Jam es had  ¡J” ”  11 

united  in a strange coalition , o ld  royalists w ho had  sh ed  their ui|i<w

* Abrégé de la Vie de Frédéric Duo de Schom berg, 1690; Sidney to 
W illiam, Juoc 3 0 .1CSS; Uurnei, i. 6T1.
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c f u p . b lood  for th e  throne, o ld  agitators o f  the arm y o f  th e  F arlia -  
-jjjj— m ent, T o r ie s w ho had  b een  p ersecu ted  in  the days o f  the E x 

clusion  B ill, W h igs w ho h ad  fled  to th e  C ontinent for their  
share in the R y e  H o u se  P lo t .

C onspicuous in this great assem blage w ere Charles G erard, 
Earl o f  M a cclesfie ld , an ancien t Cavalier w ho had fough t for  
Charles the  F irst and had shared the  e x ile  o f  Charles the  
S eco n d ; A rch ibald  C am pbell, w ho w as the e ld est son  o f  the  
unfortunate A r g y le , bu t had^ inherited  noth in g  ex cep t an  
illustrious nam e and the  inalienable affection  o f  a num erous 
clan; Charles P au let, E arl o f  W iltsh ire , heir apparent o f  the  
M arquisate o f  W in ch ester; and P ereg r in e  O sb o rn e , Lord  
D u m b la n e , heir apparent o f  the  E arldom  o f  D an b y. 
M ordaunt, ex u ltin g  in  the prospect o f  adventures irresistib ly  
attractive to h is fiery nature, was am ong the forem ost volun
teers . F le tch er  o f  Saltoun  had lea rn ed , w h ile  guard ing the  
frontier o f  C hristendom  against the  in fid els , tha t there  w as 
on ce m ore a h op e  o f  d eliverance for h is cou n try , and had  
h asten ed  to  offer th e  help  o f  his sw ord. S ir  P atrick  H um e, 
w h o h a d , sin ce  h is flight from  S co tla n d , liv ed  hum bly at 
U tr e c h t, now  em erged  from his ob scurity: but, fortunately, 
h is e loq u en ce  cou ld , o n  this o cca sio n , do litt le  m isch ief; for 
th e  P r in c e  o f  O range w as by no m eans d isp osed  to be the  
lieu tenan t o f  a d eb atin g  soc iety  su ch  as that w hich  had  ruined  
th e  en terprise o f  A rg y le . T h e  subtle and restless W ildm an, 
w ho had  som e tim e before  found  E n glan d  an unsafe resi
d en ce , and had retired  to  G erm any, now  repaired  from  G er
m any to  th e  P r in c e ’s court. T h ere  too  w as Carstairs, a pres- 
byterian m inister from  S co tla n d , w ho in  craft and courage  
h ad  n o  superior am ong the  politicians o f  h is a g e . H e  had 
b een  en tru sted  som e years b efore  b y F a g e l w ith im portant 
se c r e ts , and had reso lu te ly  k ep t them  in  sp ite o f  th e  m ost 
horrible torm ents w hich cou ld  b e  in flicted  by b oot and thum b
screw . H is rare fortitude had  earned  for him  as large a  
share o f  the  P r in c e ’s con fidence and esteem  as w as granted  
to  any m an ex cep t B cn tin ck . * F ergu son  cou ld  n o t rem ain  
q u iet w hen a revo lu tion  w as preparing. H e  secured  for him - 

• B urnet, i. SS4.; Mackay’s M emoirs.
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s e lf  a passage in th e  f le e t, and m ade h im se lf busy am ong h is Ĉ P- 
fellow em igrants: b u t h e  found  h im se lf gen era lly  d istrusted  , 6g8.~  
and desp ised . H e  had been  a great man in the  k n ot o f  ign o
rant and hot-h ead ed  outlaw s who had urged  the feeb le  M on
m outh to destruction: but there was no place for a low -m inded  
agitator, h a lf  m aniac and h a lf  knave, am ong th e  grave sta tes
m en and generals w ho partook the cares o f  the reso lu te  and 
sagacious W illiam .

T h e  d ifference b etw een  the  exp ed ition  o f  1685 and tho 
exp ed ition  o f  1688 w as sufficiently m arked b y  the d ifference  
b etw een  th e  m anifestoes w hich the lead ers o f  those  e x p e 
ditions pub lished . F o r  M onm outh F ergu son  had scribbled  
an absurd and brutal lib e l about th e  burning o f  L on d o n , the  
strangling o f  G od frey , the butchering o f  E s se x , and the  
poison ing o f  C harles. T h e  D eclaration  o f  W illiam  was drawn 
up by th e  G rand P en sion ary  F agel, who was h igh ly  renow ned  tion. 
as a pub lic ist. T h o u g h  w eighty  and lea rn ed , it was, in its 
original form , m uch too  p ro lix ; bu t it  was abrid ged  and  
translated into E nglish  b y  B u rn et, w ho w ell understood the  
art o f  popular com position. It b egan  b y  a solem n pream ble, 
se ttin g  forth that, in  every com m unity , the strict observance  
o f  law  was necessary alike to  th e  happiness o f  nations and to  
the security o f  govern m en ts. T h e  P rince  o f  O range had th ere
fore seen  w ith d eep  concern  that the fundam ental laws o f  a  
kingdom , w ith w hich h e  w as by b lood  and by m arriage closely  
co n n ec ted , h a d , b y  the ad vice o f  evil cou n sellors, been  
grossly  and system atically  v io la ted . T h e  pow er o f  d ispensing  
with A cts o f  P arliam ent had b een  strained to such a point that 
the w hole leg isla tiv e  authority had b een  transferred to  tho  
crow n. D ecis io n s at variance w ith the spirit o f  the con sti
tution had b een  obta in ed  from  the tribunals b y  turning out 
J u d g e  a fter  J u d g e , till the  bench  had  b een  filled  with m en  
ready  to ob ey  im plicitly  the directions o f  tho governm ent. 
N otw ithstand ing the K in g’s repeated  assurances that h e  w ould  
maintain the estab lished  relig ion , persons notoriously  hostile  
to that re lig ion  had b een  p rom o ted , n ot on ly  to civil offices, 
but also to ecclesiastica l benefices. T h e  governm ent o f  the  
Church h a d , in  defiance o f  express sta tu tes, b een  entrusted



2 6 6 H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

c iu p . to a  new  court o f  H igh  C om m ission; and in  that court one  
— avow ed  P ap ist had  a seat. G ood  su b jects, for refu sin g  to  

v io la te  their  duty and their o a th s , had b een  ejected  from  
their property, in  contem pt o f  the G reat C harter o f  the liber
ties o f  E n glan d . M eanw hile p ersons w ho cou ld  n ot lega lly  
se t  fo o t on th e  island had b een  p laced  at the head  o f  sem i
naries for th e  corruption of you th . L ieu ten an ts, D ep u ty  
L ieu ten a n ts , Ju stices o f  th e  P e a c e , h ad  b een  d ism issed  in  
m ultitudes for  refu sin g  to support a pern icious and uncon
stitutional p o licy . T h e  franchises o f  a lm ost every  borough  
in  the realm  had b een  invaded . T h e  courts o f  ju stic e  w ere  
in such  a state tha t their d ec is io n s, even  in civ il m atters, had  
ceased  to inspire con fid en ce ,sa n d  that their servility  in  cri
m inal cases had brought on the  k in gdom  the stain o f  in n ocen t  
b lood . A ll these  a b u ses , loathed  by th e  E nglish  nation, 
w ere to b e  d e fen d e d , it se e m e d , by an arm y o f  Irish P ap ists . 
N o r was th is a ll. T h e  m ost arbitrary princes had  never ac
counted  it an offen ce in  a  subject m odestly  and  peaceab ly  to  
rep resen t h is grievan ces and  to ask for re lief. B u t supplica
tion  was now  treated  as a  h igh  m isdem eanour in  E ngland . F or  
n o  crim e b u t tha t o f  offering to th e  S overeign  a petition  drawn  
up in the  m ost resp ectfu l term s, th e  fathers o f  the Church  
had  b een  im prisoned  and  p rosecu ted ; and every 'Ju d ge who  
g a v e  h is vo ice  in  their favour had instantly b een  turned out. 
T h e  calling o f  a free  and law ful Parliam ent m ight in d eed  b e  
an effectual rem edy for a ll th ese  ev ils: but such  a Parliam ent, 
unless th e  w h ole  sp irit o f  the adm inistration w ere changed, 
the nation cou ld  n ot h o p e  to  se e . I t  w as ev id en tly  th e  in 
ten tion  o f  the Court to b ring togeth er , b y  m eans o f  regu lated  
corporations and  o f  P op ish  returning officers, a  b od y which  
w ould  b e  a H o u se  o f  Com m ons in nam e alone. L astly , there  
w ere circum stances w hich  raised  a grave susp icion  that the  
ch ild  who w as called  P rin ce  o f  W ales w as n ot really  born  
o f  the Q ueen . F o r  th ese  reasons the P r in c e , m indful o f  his 
near relation  to  the  royal h o u se , and grateful for the affection  
w hich the E nglish  p eop le  had ever show n to h is b e lo v ed  w ife  
and to h im self, had reso lved , in  com pliance w ith the req u est  
o f  m any L ords Spiritual and T em p ora l, and  o f  m any other
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persons o f  all ranks, to go  over a t the head  o f  a  force  suffi- cj¡(A!’• 
cient to rep e l v io len ce . H e  abjured all thought o f  con q u est.
H e  protested  that, w hile his troops rem ained  in the  island, 
they shou ld  b e  k ep t under the str ictest restraints o f  d iscip line, 
and th a t, as soon  as the nation  had b een  delivered  from  
tyranny, they' should  b e  sent back . H is s in g le  o b ject was 
to have a free  and leg a l P arliam ent assem b led : and to the  
decision  o f  such a P arliam ent h e solem nly p led g ed  h im se lf  to  
lea v e  all question s b oth  pub lic and private.

A s soon  as cop ies o f  this D eclaration  w ere handed  about 
the H a g u e , sign s o f  d issen sion  began  to  appear am ong the  
E n glish . W ild m an , in d efatigab le  in m isch ief, preva iled  on 
som e o f  h is countrym en , a n d , am ong o th ers, on the  h ead 
strong and vo la tile  M ordaunt, to declare that they w ould  not 
take up arms on  such grou n d s. T h e  paper had b een  drawn  

•  up m erely to p lease  th e  Cavaliers and th e  parsons. T h e  in
juries o f  th e  Church and the trial o f  the  B ish ops had b een  put 
too  prom inently  forw ard ; and  n oth in g  had b een  said  o f  the  
tyrannical m anner in  w hich th e  T o r ie s , before their rupture  
w ith  the  C ourt, had  treated  th e  W h igs. W ildm an then  
b rou gh t forward a cou n ter-p roject, prepared by h im self, 
w h ich , i f  it  had b een  a d o p ted , w ould  have d isgu sted  all the  
A nglican  clergy’ and four fifths o f  the  lan d ed  aristocracy.
T h e  lead in g  W higs strongly  op p osed  him. K u ssell in par
ticular d eclared  th a t, i f  such an insane course w ere taken, 
there w ould  b e  an end o f  the  coalition  from  w hich alone the  
nation  could  ex p ect d eliveran ce. T h e  dispute was at length  
se ttled  b y  the authority o f  W illiam , w h o , w ith his usual goo d  
se n se , determ ined  that th e  m anifesto shou ld  stand nearly as 
F a g el and B u rn et had fram ed it. *

W hile th e se  th ings w ere p assing in H olla n d , Jam es had at 
len gth  b eco m e sensib le  o f  bis danger. In te lligen ce  w hich j0,“*'?,1“ 
could  n ot b e  d isregarded  cam e pouring in  from  various quar- 
ters. A t len gth  a  despatch  from  A lb ev ille  rem oved  all 
doubts. I t  is said  that, w hen the K ing had read  i t ,  th e  b lood  
left h is ch eek s , and h e rem ained  som e tim e sp eech less .* ’

* l iu r n e t ,  i .  175. ISO.
”  E acbard’s History of the Revolution, ii- 2.
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cb a p .  H e m ig h t, in d e e d , w e ll b e  appalled . T h e  first easter ly  w ind  
w ould  bring a  h ostile  arm am ent to the shores o f  h is realm . 
A ll E u ro p e , on e sin g le  pow er alone ex cep ted , w as im patiently  
w aiting for the new s o f  his dow nfall. T h e  help  o f  that sing le  
p ow er h e  had m adly rejected . N a y , h e  had requited  w ith  
insu lt the  friend ly  in terven tion  w hich m ight h ave saved  him. 
T h e  F rench  arm ies w h ic h ,'p u t  for h is ow n fo lly , m ight have  
b een  em ployed  in overaw ing the S ta tes G en era l, /Were b e 
s ieg in g  P h ilip sb u rg  or garrisoning M entz. In  a few  days he  
m ight have to fig h t, on  E n glish  grou n d , for his crown and 
for the  b irth-right o f  h is infant so n . H is m eans w ere  in d eed  

nis natai ¡n appearance g rea t. T h e  navy w as in a m uch m ore efficient 
sta te  than  at the  tim e o f  h is a ccession : and th e  im provem ent 
is partly to b e  attributed  to h is own exertion s. H e  had ap
p oin ted  no L ord  H ig h  A dm iral or B oard  o f  A dm iralty , but 
had  k ep t th e  c h ie f  d irection  o f  m aritim e affairs in  his ow n  
h a n d s, and  had  b een  strenuously  assisted  by P e p y s. It is a 
proverb  that the  e y e  o f  a m aster is m ore to  b e  trusted  than 
that o f  a dep u ty: a n d , in an age o f  corruption and pecu lation , 
a departm ent on  w hich a  so v ere ig n , even  o f  very  slender  
cap acity , bestow s c lo se  p ersonal atten tion  is lik e ly  to b e com 
paratively free  from  abuses. I t  w ould  have b een  easy  to  find  
an ab ler m inister o f  m arine than Jam es; but it w ould n ot have  
b een  easy  to  fin d , am ong the  p u b lic  m en o f  that a g e , any  
m inister o f  m arine, ex cep t J a m es, w ho w ou ld  n ot have em 
b ezzled  sto r e s , taken  bribes from  con tractors, and  eharged  
th e  crow n w ith  the cost o f  repairs which had never  b een  m ade. 
T h e  K ing w as, in tru th , a lm ost the on ly  person  w ho could  bo  
trusted  n o t to rob the  K in g . T h er e  had therefore b een , 
during th e  last three y ea rs , m uch less  w aste and p ilfer ing  in  
the dockyards than form erly. S h ips had b een  built w hich  
w ere fit to g o  to  sea . A n  exce llen t order had b een  issued  
in creasing  th e  a llow ances o f  C aptains, and at the  sam e tim e  
strictly  forb idd ing them  to  carry m erchandise from  port to  
p ort w ithout th e  royal p erm ission. T h e  effect o f  these  reform s 
was already p e r c e p tib le ; and Jam es found n o  difficu lty  in 
fitting o u t, a t short n o tic e , a con sid erab le fleet. T h irty  
ships o f  th e  lin e , a ll third  rates and  fourth  ra tes , w ere  co l-
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lected  in tlie T h a m es, under the com m and o f  L ord  D art- 
m outh . T h e  loya lty  o f  D artm outh w as ab ove su sp ic io n ; and  -  
h e w as thou gh t to have as m uch professional skill and know 
le d g e  as any o f  the  patrician sailors w h o , in that a g e , .rose to 
the h igh est naval com m ands w ithout a regular naval training, 
and who w ere at on ce  flag officers on the sea  and co lon els o f  
infantry on (shore. *.

T h e  regular army was the largest that any K in g  o f  E ngland  “ ill-
h ad  ever  com m anded , and was rapidly augm ented . N ew  means, 
com panies w ere in corporated  with th e  ex isting  regim ents. 
C om m issions for th e  raising o f  fresh  regim ents w ere issu ed .
P our thousand m en w ere ad d ed  to the  E nglish  estab lishm ent.
T h ree  thousand  w ere sen t for  w ith  all sp eed  from  Ireland.
A s m any m ore w ere ordered  to m arch southw ard from S cot
land . Jam es estim ated  the  force  w ith  w hich h e  should  be  
ab le to m eet th e  invaders at n ear forty  thousand troop s, e x 
clu sive o f  the  militia.**

T h e  navy and army w ere therefore far m ore than sufficient 
to repel a  D utch  invasion. B u t cou ld  the  n avy , could  the  
arm y, b e  trusted? W ou ld  n ot th e  trainbands flock  b y  thou
sands to th e  standard o f  the deliverer? T h e  party which had, 
a few  years b e fo r e , drawn the -sword for M onm outh w ould  
undoubted ly  b e  eager to w elcom e the P rince  o f  O range. A nd  
w hat had b ecom e o f  the party w hich h a d , during seven  and  
forty y ea rs , b een  the bulw ark o f  m onarchy? W h ere w ere  
now  those  ga llan t g en tlem en  w ho had ever  b een  read y  to shed  
their b lood  for the crow n? O utraged and in su lted , driven  
from  the b en ch  o f  ju stice  and dep rived  o f  all m ilitary com 
m and , they  saw  the peril o f  their ungrateful S overeign  with  
und isgu ised  d e lig h t. W here w ere those  priests and prelates 
who h ad , from  ten  thousand p u lp its, proclaim ed the  duty o f  
ob eyin g  th e  an oin ted  d eleg a te  o f  G od? Som e o f  them  had  
been  im prisoned: som e had  been  p lu n d ered : all had been

’ Pepys’s Memoirs relating to the Royal Navy, 1690; C larke's Life of 
Jam es the Second, ii. 186. Orig. M em .; A dda, ; C itters,

** Clarke's Life of Jam es the Second, II. 186. Orig. M em .; Adda,
S c p t . H ..  8 , P t . ! M.  o , ,

‘oSTiT’ Cmers- o X ir
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CI]txAI'- p laced  under the iron rule o f  the H igh  C om m ission , and had  
TbsaT’ b een  in  hourly fear le s t  som e new  freak  o f  tyranny should  

deprive them  o f  their freeh old s and lea v e  them  w ithout a 
m orsel o f  bread . T h a t Churchm en w ould  even  now  so  com 
p lete ly  fo rg et th e  d octr in e  w hich had b een  their  peculiar  
b oast as to jo in  in active  resistan ce seem ed  in cred ib le . B ut 
cou ld  their oppressor ex p e c t to  find am ong them  the spirit 
w hich  in  the  p reced in g  gen eration  had trium phed over the  
arm ies o f  E ssex  and W a ller , and had y ie ld ed  on ly  after a 
desperate struggle to  the  gen ius and v igour o f  Crom w ell?  

"rapu to ’-The tyrant was overcom e b y  fear. H e ceased  to repeat that 
con cession  had  alw ays ruined princes: and su llen ly  ow ned  

j e c t s .  that h e  m ust stoop  to 'court the  T o r ie s on ce  m ore. * T h ere  is 
reason  to b e liev e  that H alifax  w as, at th is t im e , inv ited  to  
return to o ffice , and that h e  was n o t unw illing to  do so . T h e  
part o f  m ed iator betw een  th e  throne and the nation  w a s, o f  all 
p arts, that for w hich  h e  w as b est q u alified , and o f  w hich  h e  
w as m ost am bitious. H ow  the n egotia tion  w ith him  was 
b roken o ff  is n o t k n ow n : but it is n ot im probable that th e  
q uestion  o f  the  d isp en sin g  pow er was th e  insurm ountable d if
ficu lty . H is h ostility  to  that pow er had caused  h is disgrace  
three yea rs b efo re; and noth in g  that had sin ce  happened  had  
b een  o f  a  nature to change h is v iew s. J a m e s , on th e  other  
h a n d , was fully  determ ined  to m ake n o  con cession  on that 
point.** A s to  other m atters he w as less  pertinacious. H e  
p u t forth  a proclam ation  in w hich h e so lem nly prom ised  to 
p rotect the Church o f  E nglan d  and to  m aintain th e  A ct o f  
U niform ity . H e d eclared  h im self w illing  to m ake great sacri
fices for th e  sake o f  concord . H e  w ould  no lon ger insist that 
R om an C atholics should  be adm itted  into th e  H ou se o f  Com 
m ons; and h e  trusted  that h is p eop le  w ould  ju stly  appreciate  
such a  p r o o f  o f  his d isposition  to m eet their w ishes. T h ree  
days later h e  notified  his in tention  to  rep lace all the  m a

* A dda, *688. This despatch describes strongly Jam es's
dresM of an universal defection of his subjects.

*• All the scanty light which we have respecting this negotiation Is 
derived front Reresby. His inform ant was a lady whom he does not 
nam e, and who certainly was not to be implicitly trusted.
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gistrates and D ep u ty  L ieutenants w ho had b een  d ism issed  for C,,AP- 
refusing to support his p o licy . On the day after the a p - —¡¿¿7 -  
pearance o f  this notification C om pton’s suspension  w as taken  
off.*

A t th e  sam e tim e the  K in g  gave an audience, to  all the R« (<*« 
B ish ops w ho w ere then in L on d on . T h ey  had req u ested  ad- foih«"”  
m ittance to his presen ce for the purpose o f  tendering  their  Bi3h°P 5- 

counsel in  this em ergency. T h e  P rim ate w as spokesm an.
H e resp ectfu lly  asked  that th e  adm inistration m ight be put 
into th e  hands o f  persons duly qualified , that all acts done  
under preten ce o f  th e  d isp en sin g  pow er m ight b e  revok ed , 
that the  E cclesiastica l Com m ission m ight be an n u lled , that 
the w rongs o f  M agdalene C ollege m ight b e  red ressed , and  
that the o ld  franchises o f  the  m unicipal corporations m ight be  
restored . H e  h in ted  very  in te llig ib ly  that there w as on e m ost 
desirable even t which w ould  com p letely  secure th e  throne and  
quiet the  distracted realm . I f  H is M ajesty w ould  reconsider  
th e  points in dispute betw een  the  Churches o f  R om e and E n g
land, perhaps, by the divine b less in g  on  th e  argum ents which  
the  B ish ops w ish ed  to lay b efore h im , h e  m ight b e  con vin ced  
that it was his duty to  return to the  relig ion  o f  h is father and  
o f  his grandfather. T h u s fa r , Sancroft sa id , h e had spoken  
the sense  o f  h is brethren . T h ere  rem ained a  subject on  
which h e  had n ot taken counsel w ith  th e m , but to w hich ho 
thou gh t it h is duty to  advert. H e  w as in d eed  the  only man  
o f  his profession  w ho could, advert to that subject w ithout 
b eing su sp ected  o f  an interested  m otive. T h e  m etropolitan  
s e e -o f  Y ork  had been  three years vacant. T h e  A rchbishop  
im plored the K in g  to fill it sp eed ily  w ith a  pious and learned  
d iv in e , and ad d ed  that such a divine m ight w ithout difficulty  
b e found am ong those  w ho then  stood  in th e  royal p resen ce.
T h e  K in g  com m anded h im se lf sufficiently to return thanks 
for this unpalatable cou n sel, and prom ised  to  con sid er what 
had b een  said .** O f  th e  d ispensing pow er h e w ould not y ield  
on e tittle . N o  unqualified  person  was rem oved  from  any

* I-ondon Gazette, Sep!. 21. 21., Oct. t., 1088,
** T anner M SS.; B urnet, i. 184. Burnet h a s , I th ink , confounded 

this audience with an audience -which took place a  few weeks later.
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IX.

1688.

H is con
cession*  
i l l  r e 
ce iv ed .

civil or m ilitary office. B u t som e o f  Sancroft’s suggestions  
■were ad op ted . W ithin  forty-eigh t hours the. Court o f  H igh  
C om m ission w as ab olish ed . * I t  w as determ ined  th a t the  
charter o f  the C ity o f  L o n d o n , w hich had b een  forfe ited  six  
years b e fo r e , shou ld  b e  restored ; and the  C hancellor was 
sent in state to carry back the  ven erab le  parchm ent to G uild
h a ll.* ' A  w eek  later the  public ,w as in form ed that the B ishop  
o f  W in ch ester , w ho w as b y  virtue o f  h is office V isitor  o f  
M agd alen e C o lle g e , had  it in  chargé from  the K in g  to correct 
w hatever was am iss in that so c ie ty . It wps not w ithout a lon g  
stru ggle  and a bitter pang that Jam es stoop ed  to  this last 
hum iliation. In d eed  h e  d id  n ot y ie ld  till the V icar A p osto lic  
L ey b u rn , w ho seem s to have b eh aved  on  all occasions like a 
w ise  and h on est m a n , d eclared  that in  h is ju d gm en t the  
ejected  P resid en t and F ellow s had  b een  w ro n g ed , and that, 
on relig iou s as w ell as on  po litica l grounds , restitution ought 
to  b e  m ade to th e m ." *  In  a few  days appeared a proclam ation  
restorin g  the forfe ited  franchises o f  all the  m unicipal corpora
tio n s .!

Jam es flattered h im se lf that con cession s so great m ade in 
the  short space o f  a m onth w ould  bring back to him  th e  hearts 
o f  his p eo p le . N o r  can it b e  doubted  that such con cession s, 
m ade before there  w as reason  to ex p ect an invasion  from  H o l
la n d , w ould  have done m uch to con cilia te  th e  T o r ie s . B u t 
gratitude is n o t to  b e  exp ected  by  rulers w ho g iv e  to fear what 
they have refu sed  to ju stic e . D u rin g  three  years the K in g  had  
b een  p ro o f to all argum ent and to all en treaty . E very  m inister  
w ho had dared to raise h is v o ice  in  favour o f  the civ il and  
ecclesiastica l constitution  o f  the  realm  had  b een  d isgraced .

• L ondon G a re ttc , Oct. 8. J68S. •• Ib id .
*•* Ibid. Oct. 15. 1688; A dda, Oct. IJ . The N uncio , though generally 

on enemy to violent courses, seem s to have opposed the restoration ot 
H ough, probably from regard for the interests of GifTard and the o ther 
ltom an Catholics who were quartered in Magdalene College. Leyburn 
declared him self “ nel senlim enlo che fosse stato  u n o sp o g lio , e Che il 
possesso In cui si trovano ora li Cattolici fosse violento cd illéga le , onde 
non era privar questi di un dritto  acqu isto , ma renderc agli altri quelto 
che era stato levato con vio lenia.”

!  L ondon  G a ie tte , Oct. 18.1688.
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A Parliam ent em inently loyal had ventured  to p rotest gen tly  
and resp ectfu lly  against a vio lation  o f  the fundam ental laws ~lesiT  
o f  E n g lan d , and had b een  stern ly  reprim anded , p rorogued , 
and d isso lved . J u d g e  after J u d g e  had b een  ¿tripped" o f  the  
erm ine for declin ing  to g iv e  decisions opposed  to the  w hole  
com m on and statu te law. T h e  m ost resp ectab le Cavaliers 
had b een  exclu d ed  from  a ll share in the governm ent o f  their 
counties for refu sin g  to betray the  p u b lic  lib erties. S cores o f  
clergym en had b een  d eprived  o f  their livelih ood  for observing  
their oaths. P r e la te s , to w h ose  steadfast fidelity the  K ing  
ow ed the crown w hich h e  w o r e , had on  their k n ees besou gh t 
him n ot to  com m and them  to v io la te  the  law s o f  G od and o f  
the la n d .. Th/sir m odest petition  had been  treated  as a sed i
tious libel.'"?' T h e y  had b een  b row b eaten , threatened , im pri
so n ed , p ro secu ted , and had narrowly escaped  utter ruin. ̂  
T h en  at len gth  tho n a tion , find ing that righ t was borne down  
by m ight, and that even  supplication was regarded  as a  crime, 
b egan  to think o f  trying the  chances o f  war. T h e  oppressor  
learned  that an arm ed deliverer w as at hand and would be  
eagerly  w elcom ed  b y  W higs and T o r ie s , D issen ters and  
Churcbm en. A ll was im m ediately  ch an ged . T h a t govern
m ent w hich had requ ited  constant and zealous serv ice w ith  
spoliation and persecution , that governm ent which to w eighty  
reasons and p athetic in treaties had rep lied  only by injuries and  
in su lts, becam e in a  m om ent strangely  gracious. E very  
G azette now  announced  the  rem oval o f  som e grievan ce. It 
was then ev ident that on the  equity, the hum anity, the  p ligh ted  
w ord o f  the K in g , no re lian ce  cou ld  b e p la ced , and that h e  
w ould  govern  w ell only so lon g  as h e was under the strong  
dread o f  resistance. H is subjects w ere therefore by no m eans 
d isposed  to restore, to him  a  confidence w hich h e bad justly  
fo r fe ite d , or to re lax  th e  pressure w hich had w rung from  him  
the on ly  g o o d  acts o f  his w h ole  re ign . T h e  gen era l im patience  
for the arrival o f  the D utch  becam e every  day stronger. T h e  
gales'w hich  at this tim e b lew  obstinately  from  the w est, and  
w hich at once preven ted  the  P rince’s arm am ent from  sailing  
and brought fresh  Irish regim ents from  D ublin  to C hester, 
w ere b itterly  cursed and rev iled  by the  com m on p eo p le . T h e  

M acaulay, H is to ry . III. 18
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cnAP. weather, i t  was said , w as  P o p ish . Crowds stood  in C heapside  
, ¿ ¡7-  gazin g  in tently  at th e  w eathercock  on the  gracefu l steep le  o f  

B ow  Church, and prayiijg  for a P rotestant w ind.*
T h e  genera l fee lin g  whs stren gth en ed  b y  an even t w hich, 

though m erely  a ccid en ta l, was n o t unnaturally ascribed  to the  
perfidy o f  the  K ing. T h e  B ishop o f  W in ch ester announcedthat, 
in ob ed ien ce  to th ero y a l com m an d s.he d esign ed  to restore the  
ejected  m em bers o f  M agdalene C o llege . H e  fixed  the  tw enty- 
first o f  O ctob er for this cerem o n y , and on the tw entieth  w ent 
dow n to  O x fo rd - T h e  w h ole  U n iversity  w as in exp ectation . 
T h e  ex p e lled  F ellow s bad arrived from all parts o f  the  k ing
d o m , eager  to ta lc i  possession  o f  their b e lo v ed  hom e. T lireo  
hundred  gen tlem en  on  horseback  escorted  the  V isitors to his 
lo d g in g s. A s h e  p a ssed , the  b ells rang, and the H ig h  S treet  
w as crow ded  w ith 'shouting spectators. H e  retired  to rest. 
T h e  n ex t m orning a jo y o u s crow d assem bled  at the gates o f  
M agd alen e: but th e B ish o p  did n ot m ake h is appearance; and 
soon it  w as known that h e  had b een  rou sed  from his b ed  by a  
royal m essenger, and had b een  d irected  tc/repairim m ediate ly  
to W hitehall. T h is  strange d isappointm ent caused  m uch  
w onder and n n x ic ty : but in a few  hours cam e new s w h ich , to 
m inds d isp osed , n ot w ithout reason, to think thew orst, seem ed  
com p letely  to explain  the K in g ’s chango o f  purpose. T h e  
D u tch  arm am ent had put out to sea, and had b een  driven back  
by a storm . T h e  d isaster was exaggerated  by rum our. Many 
sh ip s , it was sa id , had  b een  lo st. T h ou sand s o f  horses had  
p erished . A ll thou gh t o f  a design  on E n glan d  m ust be re 
lin q u ish ed , at least for th e  present year . H ere  was a  lesson  
for the nation . W hile  Jam es exp ected  im m ediate invasion  
and reb e llio n , h e  had g iven  orders that reparation should  bo  
m ade to th o se  w hom  he had unlaw fully d esp o iled . A s soon  
as h e  found h im se lf safe, those  orders had b een  revok ed . T h is  
im putation, though  at that tim e g en era lly b e liev ed ,a n d  though, 
since that t im e , rep eated  by w riters w ho ought to have b een

* “ Vento P a p is ts ,”  says A dda, *•* ' 1688. The expression P ro 
testant wind seem s to have been first applied to the wind which kept 
Tyrconnel, during som e tim e, from taking possession of the government 
of Ireland. See the first p a rt of Lillibullero.
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w ell in form ed , w as w ithout foundation. I t  is certain  that th e  c h a p . 

mis hap’'o f  the D u tch  flee t  cou ld  n o t, b y  any m ode o f  c o mmu — — 
nication , have b een  know n at W estm inster till som e hours 
after the B ish op  o f  W in ch ester had  rece ived  the  sum m ons 
which called  him  aw ay from  O xford . T h e  K in g , how ever, 
had little  righ t to com plain o f  th e  susp icions o f  his p eo p le . I f  
they som etim es, w ithou t severely  exam ining ev id en ce, ascribed  
to his d ish on est p o licy  what was really  the  effect o f  accid en t  
or in a d v erten ce , the fault w as his ow n. T h a t m en w ho are in 
thehab it o f  breaking faith should  b e  distrusted  w hen they m ean  
to k eep  it  is part o f  their ju s t  and natural punishm ent.*

I t  is rem arkable that Jam es, on this occasion , incurred one  
unm erited im putation so le ly  in con sequ en ce o f  h is eagerness  
to clear h im se lf from  another im putation equally unm erited.
T h e  B ish op  o f  W in ch ester  had  b een  hastily  sum m oned from  
O xford  to a tten d  an extraordinary m eetin g  o f  the P rivy Coun
c il , or rather an assem bly o f  N o ta b les, w hich  had b een  con
v o k ed  at W h itehall. W ith the  P rivy  C ouncillors w ere jo in ed , 
in this solem n sittin g , all the  P eers Spiritual and  T em poral 
who chanced  to b e  in  or near the  cap ita l, the  J u d g e s , the  
crow n la w y ers , the  L ord  M ayor and the  A lderm en  o f  th e  City 
o f  L on d on . A  hint had  b een  g iv en  to P e trc  that h e  w ould  do  
w ell to ab sen t h im self. In  truth few  o f  the  P eers w ou ld  have  
chosen  to  sit w ith h im . N ear the h ead  o f  th e  board  a chair o f  
state w as p laced  for the Q ueen  D ow ager. T h e  P rincess A nne  
had b een  req u ested  to  a tten d , but had excu sed  h erse lf  on the  
p lea  o f  d elicate  health.

Jam es in form ed this great assem bly that h e thought it 
n ecessary  to produce proofs o f  the birth o f  his son . T h e  arts *Mhe 
o f  bad  m en had p o iso n ed  the p ub lic  m ind to such an ex ten t w *i m  

that very m any b eliev ed  the P rin ce  o f  W ales to be a suppositi- JJ1,“*11"’ 
tious ch ild . B u t P rov id en ce had  graciously ordered  th in gs so row  
that scarcely  any prince had ever  com e into th e  w orld  in the <m°c l' 
presen ce o f  so m any w itnesses. T h o se  w itnesses then  ap 
peared  and ga v e  their ev id en ce . A fter  all th e  depositions  
had been  taken, Jam es with great so lem nity  d eclared  that the

* Alt the evidence on this point is collected in Howell's edition o f the 
State Trials.

18*
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less.

im putation throw n on him w as u tterly  false, and that he  
•w ou ld  rather d ie a thousand deaths than W rong any o f  his 

children. A
All w ho w ere p resent appeared  to b e  satisfied . ,T h o  

ev id en ce w as instantly p u b lish ed , and lia s  a llow ed  by ju d i
c ious and im partial persons to  b e  d ecisive .*  B u t the jud icious  
are alw ays a m inority; and scarcely  anybody w as then im
partial. T h e  w hole nation was con vin ced  that all sincere  
B apists thou gh t it a duty to  perjure them selves w h en ever they  
co u ld , b y  perjury, serv e  the in terests o f  their Church. M en  
w ho, having b een  bred  P rotestan ts, h a d  for the sake o f  lucre  
p retended  to b e  con verted  to P o p e r y , w ere , i f  p o ss ib le , le ss  
trustw orthy than sincere P ap ists . T h e  depositions o f  all w ho  
b elonged  to these  two classes w ere therefore regarded  as 
m ere nu llities. T h u s the  w eigh t o f  the testim on y on  which  
Jam es had relied  w as greatly  red u ced . W hat rem ained  was 
m alignantly scrutin ised. T o  every o n e  o f  the  few  P rotestant 
w itnesses w ho had said anything m aterial som e excep tion  was 
taken. O ne w as n otoriously  a g reed y  sycophant. A nother  
had n ot in d eed  y e t  ap osta tized , but w as nearly' re la ted  to an 
apostate. T h e  p eop le  a sk ed , as they had asked  from  the  
first, w h y , i f  all was r igh t, the  K in g , k n ow in g , as he knew , 
that m any dou b ted  th e  reality  o f  h is w ife’s pregnancy, had 
n o t taken  care that the  birth should  b e  m ore satisfactorily  
p roved . W as there n o th in g  suspicious in the  fa lse  reckoning, 
in the  su dden  change o f  abode, in the  ab sen ce o f  th e  P rin cess  
A n n e and  o f  the A rchb ishop  o f  Canterbury? W h y w as no pro
late o f  the  E stab lished  Church in a ttendance? W h y  was n ot  
th e  D utch  A m bassador sum m oned? W h y , above a ll, w ere  
not the I ly d e s , loya l servants o f  the  crow n, faithful sons o f  
the  C hurch , and  natural guardians o f  the  in terest o f  their 
n ie c e s , suffered  to m ingle w ith the  crow d o f  P apists w hich  
w as assem b led  in and near the  royal bed-cham ber? W h y , in 
sh ort, w as th e re , in the lon g  list o f  assistan ts, not a sing le  
nam e w hich com m anded public confidence and r esp ec t? X T h o  
true answ er to  th ese  questions was that the  K in g ’s undcr-

• It will be found with much illustrative m atter in Howell's edition of 
tbs State Trials.
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standing was w eak , that his tem per w as d esp o tic , and that c h a p . 

h e had w illingly  ! se ized  an opportunity o f  m anifesting his —¡15551— 
contem pt for the  opin ion  o f  h is su b jects. B u t the  m ul
titu d e, n ot con ten ted  with this exp lan ation , attributed to  
deep  laid  v illany what w as really  the effect o f  fo lly  and p er
versen ess. N or was this opinion confined  to the m ultitude.
T h e  L ady A u n o , at her to ile tte , on  th e  m orning after the  
C ouncil, sp ok e o f  the investigation  -with such scorn as em 
b o ld en ed  the very tire-w om eu  w ho w ere dressing her to  put in  
their je sts . Som e o f  th e  L ords w ho had  heard the exam ina
tio n , and had appeared  to  b e  satisfied , w ere really  uncon
v inced . L loyd , B ishop  o f  S t. A saph , w hose p iety  and learning  
com m anded general re sp e c t, con tinu ed  to  the  end o f  his life  
to b e liev e  that a fraud hfid b een  practised .

T h e  depositions taken  b efore  the  Council had n ot been  
m any hours in  the hands o f  the  p u b lic  w hen it was no ised  durimd. 
abroad that Sunderland had b een  d ism issed  from  all his places.
T h e  new s o f  his d isgrace seem s to have taken the politicians  
o f  the  coffee-houses by su rp rise, bu t d id  n ot astonish those  
who had ob served  w hat w as p assin g  in  the palace. T reason  
had n ot b een  b r o u g h th o m e  to him by le g a l, or even  by- 
tan g ib le , ev id en ce : but th ere  w as a  strong  suspicion am ong  
those w ho w atched  him  close ly  th a t, through som e channel 
or other, h e  was in com m unication with the  enem ies o f  that 
governm ent in w hich h e occu p ied  so  h igh  a p lace. H e, 
w ith unabashed forehead  im precated on  his own h ea d  all 
evil here and hereafter i f  h e  was gu ilty . H is on ly  fau lt, he  
p rotested , w as that h e  h ad  served  the  crown too  w ell. H ad  
h e  not g iv en  h ostages to th e  royal cause? H ad  he n ot broken  
dow n every  b rid ge by w hich  h e  co u ld , in case o f  a disaster, 
effect his retreat? H a d  h e  n o t gon e  all len gth s in  favour o f  
the d ispensing p ow er, satu  in th e  H igh  C om m ission, s ign ed  
the warrant for the  com m itm ent o f  the B ish op s, appeared  as 
a w itness against them , at the  hazard o f  his l ife , am idst the  
hisses and curses o f  the  thousands w ho filled  W estm inster  
H all?  H ad  ho not g iv en  th e  last p ro o f o f  fidelity by- re
nouncing his re lig io n , and pub licly  jo in in g  a  Church which  
the nation  d etested ?  W hat had h e to h op e  from  a  change?
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C iur. W liat had h e  n o t to  dread? . T h ese  argum ents, though  plau- 
— si bl e,  and though  se t o ff  by th e  m ost insinuating address, 

cou ld  n ot rem ove the im pression w hich w hispers and reports  
arriving at on ce  from  a hundred  d ifferent quarters had pro
duced . T h e  K in g  becam e daily co lder and co ld er . S under
land  attem pted  to support h im se lf by the Q u een ’s help , 
obtained  an aud ience o f  H er M ajesty , and was actually  in her  
apartm ent w hen M iddleton  en tered , a n d , by the  K in g ’s or
ders, dem anded the sea ls. T h a t even in g  the fallen  m inister 
was for the last tim e c lo seted  w ith  the P rince  whom  h e had  
flattered  a n d  h etrayed . T h e  in terview  w as a strange one. 
Sunderland a cted  calum niated virtue to  p erfection . H e  re
g retted  not, h e  sa id , the  Secretaryship  o f  S tate or  the P resi
d ency o f  the C ouncil, i f  only he retained  h is sovereign ’s 
esteem . “ D o not, Sir, do n o t m ake m e th e  m ost unhappy  
gentlem an  in  your dom in ion s, b y  refusing to d eclare that you  
acqu it in e  o f  d isloya lty .”  \  T h e  K ing hardly knew w hat to  
b eliev e . T h er e  was no p ositive p ro o f o f  gu ilt; and th e  energy  
and pathos with w hich Sunderland lied  m ight have im posed  
on a k een er understanding than that w ith w hich ho had to  
deal. A t the  F ren ch  em bassy his professions still found cre
dit. T h ere  he d eclared  that he should  rem ain a few  days in 
L on d o n , and show  h im self at Court. H e  w ould  then retire to 
his country seat a t A lthorpe, and try to repair his d ilapidated  
fortunes b y  econ om y. I f  a revolution  should  take p lace he  
m ust fly  to  F ran ce. H is ill req u ited  loya lty  had le ft  him  no  
other p lace  o f  refuge.*

T h e  seals w hich had b een  taken  from  Sunderland w ere  
delivered  to P reston . T h e  sam e G azette  w hich announced  
this change contained  th e  official in te lligen ce  o f  the disaster  
w hich had b efa llen  the D u tch  fleet.** T h a t disaster was se 
rious, though far less  serious than the  K in g  and h is few  ad
herents, m isled b y  their w ishes, w ere d isposed  to b e liev e . 

w iin « a  O n th e six teen th  o f  O ctob er, according to th e  E nglish  
ii« J  reck on in g , w as h eld  a  so lem n sitting o f  the  S tates o f  H olland.

.  „  O r t ;« .  O rt.87. O c t i« .  0=1.3«.
BariUon, Oct. 1{. JJ. ,  Kor 6 e. 168S, A dda, Not i

"  London G aielte, Oct. 2 9 .16S8.
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T h e  P rince  cam e to  b id  them  farew ell. H e thanked  them  for 
the k indness w ith w hich they had w atched over him  w hen h e -  
was le ft  an orphan ch ild , for the confidence w hich they  had „r the 
reposed in him  during his adm inistration, and for the  as- aMiand/ 
sistance w hich they had granted  to him  at this m om entous  
crisis. H e en treated  them  to b elieve  that h e  had always 
m eant and endeavoured  to prom ote the  interest o f  his country.
H e was now  qu itting  them , perhaps never to return. I f  lie  
should  fall in d efen ce  o f  the reform ed relig ion  and o f  the in
dependence o f  E u ro p e , h e  com m ended his b eloved  w ife to 
their care. T h e  Grand P ensionary answ ered in a faltering  
v o ice; and in all that gravo senate there was none w ho could  
refrain from  sh ed d in g  tears. B u t the  iron stoicism  o f  W illiam  
never gave w ay; and h e sto o d  am ong his w eep in g  friends 
calm and austere as i f  ho had b een  ab ou t to leave  them  only  
for a short v isit to his hunting grounds at L oo.*

T h e  deputies o f  th e  principal tow ns accom panied  him  to 
his yacht. E ven  th e  representatives o f  A m sterdam , so lon g  
the c h ie f  seat o f  opposition  to his adm inistration , jo in ed  in 
paying him  this com plim ent. P u b lic  prayers w ere offered for 
him on that day in all the  churches o f  the H ague.

In the  even in g  h e  arrived at H elvoetslu ys and w ent on ba'tTand 
board o f  a frigate called  the  B rill. H is flag w as im m ediately " lls- 
h oisted . I t  d isp layed  the a r m s-o f  N assau  quartered w ith  
those  o f  E ngland . T h e  m o tto , em broidered in  letters three  
feet lo n g , was happily ch osen . T h e  H ou se  o f  O range had 
lo n g  u sed  the  ellip tical d ev ice , “ I w ill m aintain .”  T h e  
ellipsis was now  filled  up with w ords o f  h igh im port, “ T h e  
liberties o f  E ngland  and th e  P rotestan t re lig io n .”  X

T h e  P rince  had n o t b een  m any hours on board w hen the “r* ** 
w ind b ecam e fair. O n the  n ineteenth  th e  arm ament put to back i>r 
sea , and traversed , b efore  a strong b reeze , about h a lf t h e '  *tl>rm- 
d istance betw een  th e  D utch  and E nglish  coasts. T h en  the  
wind ch an g ed , b lew  hard from  the w e s t, and sw elled  into a 
vio len t tem p est. T h e  sh ip s, scattered  and in great d istress, 
regained’the shore o f  H ollan d  as they  b est m ight. T h e  B rill

* R eg ister o( the P ro ceed in g s  o f  th e  Stales o f  H olland  and  W est 
F r ie s la n d ; B u rn e t, i. 182.
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C!iap. reach ed  H elvoetslu ys on  the tw enty-first. T h e  P r in c e ’s fe l-  
■ IGS8—• low  passengers had  ob served  w ith adm iration that n either  

peril nor m ortification had  for  one m om ent disturbed  his com 
posure. H e  now , though  suffering from  sea  sickn ess, refused  
to g o  on  shore; for h e  con ceived  that, by rem aining on board, 
ho shou ld  in the  m ost effectual m anner n otify  to E urope that 
the late m isfortune had on ly  delayed  for a very' short tim e the  
execu tion  o f  h is purpose. In  two or three days the fleet 
reassem bled . O ne v esse l only had b een  ea st  away. N o t a 
sin g le  so ld ier or sailor w as m issin g . Som e horses had p e
rished: but this lo ss th e  P rin ce  w ith great exp ed ition  re
paired; and, before the L on d on  G azette had spread the news 
o f  his m ishap, he w as again  ready  to sail.*

Hu Dc- H is D eclaration  p reced ed  him only b y  a few  hours. On
»rriVe°!u f irst.o fN ovem b er it began to b e  m en tion ed  in m ysterious
England, w hispers by th e  politicians o f  L o n d o n , w as passed  secretly  

from  man to  m an , and w as stippecnfitoT he b ox es o f  the  post 
office. O ne o f  the agents was arrested , and the  packets o f  
w hich h e  w as in  charge w ere carried to  W hitehall. T h e  
K in g read, and  w as greatly  troubled . H is first im pulse was 
to h ide the paper from  all human eyes . H e  threw  into the  
fire every  cop y  w hich  had b een  brought to  h im , ex cep t  
on e; and that on e he w ould  scarcely  trust out o f  his own 
hands.**

ismes T h e  paragraph in the m anifesto w hich disturbed him  m ost
questions was that in w hich it was said that som e o f  the P e e r s , Spiritual 
tneLords. antj t e m p o r a l , h a d  invited  the  P rince  o f  O range to  invade  

E n glan d . H a lifa x , C laren d on , and N ottingham  w ere then  in  
L on d on . T h ey  w ere im m ediately sum m oned to  the  palace  
and in terrogated . H a lifa x , though conscious o f  in n ocen ce, 
refu sed  at first to m ake any answ er. “ Y ou r M ajesty asks 
m e ,”  said  h e , “ w hether I  have com m itted  h igh  treason . I f  I 
am su sp ected , le t  m e b e  brought b efore m y  pcfeiS. A nd  how  
can your M ajesty p lace  ppy, d e p e n d e n c e o n  th e  answ er o f  a 
culprit'w hose life  is  at stake :  E ven  i f  I  had  inv ited  H is H igh -

* London G azette, Oct. 29. 1GS8; B urnet, i. 1S2.; Benlinck to his 
. .  04S.SZ . 0 « t . S 4 .  O c t . i i .  _

w ife, Oct. p .  - — r  v — r — r 16s8'" * 1 Nov. 1. Not. 3. Not. ♦>.

“  C itters, Nov. -ft, 1CSS; Adda, Nor. f j .
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ness o v er , I  shou ld  w ithout scruple p lead  N o t  G uilty. T h e  
K in g d eclared  that h e  did n o t at all consider H alifax  as a - 
cu lprit, and that h e had asked  th e  question as on e gentlem an  
asks another w ho has b een  calum niated w hether there be the 
least'foundation  for the  calum ny. “ In  that c a s e ,”  said H a
l ifa x , “ I have no ob jection  to aver , as a gentlem an speaking  
to  a gen tlem an , on m y honour, w hich is as sacred as m y oath, 
that 1 have not inv ited  th e  P rince  o f  O range o v e r .” * Cla
rendon and N ottingham  said  the sam e. T h e  K in g  was still 
m ore anxious to ascertain  the tem per o f  the P rela tes. I f  they  

! w ere h ostile  to  h im , h is throne w as in d eed  in danger, B u t it  
could  not b e . T h er e  w as som eth ing m onstrous in  the suppo
sition that any B ishop  o f  the Church o f  E ngland  could  rebel 
against his S overeign . Com pton w as ca lled  into the royal closet, 
and w as asked  w hether h e b elieved  that there  was the sligh test 
ground for the  P r in ce’s assertion . T h e  B ishop  w as in a 
strait ; for he w as h im self on e o f  th e  seven  w ho had  signed  the 
invitation; and h is co n sc ien ce , not a very en lig h ten ed  con
sc ien ce , w ould  n ot suffer h im , it se e m s , to  utter a d irect fa lse
h ood . “ S ir ,”  h e  sa id , “ I am quite confident that there is n ot  
one o f  m y brethren who is n ot as gu iltless as m yself in this 
m a tter .”  T h e  equivocation  was ingen iou s: but w hether the  
d ifference betw een  the  sin  o f  such an equivocation  and the sin  
o f  a lie  b e  worth any exp en se  o f  ingenu ity  m ay perhaps be  
d ou b ted . T h e  K in g  was satisfied . “ I fully  acquit you  all, ” 
h e said. “ B u t I  think it  necessary .th at you  should  publicly  
contradict the  slanderous charge brought against you  in th e  
P rin ce’s D ec la ra tio n .”  T h e  B ishop  very naturally b egged  
that h e  m ight b e  a llow ed to  read the paper w hich h e  wus re
quired to contradict; but the K in g  w ould  n ot suffer him to 
lo o k  at it.! X

On the fo llow in g  day appeared a proclam ation threatening  
with th e  severest punishm ent all w ho should circulate, or who  
shou ld  even  dare to read, W illiam ’s m anifesto.** T h e  Prim ate  
and the few  Spiritual P eers who happened to b e  then  in L on -

* R onquillo, Nov. 16SS. “ Estas re spuestas,"  says Ronquillo, 
“ son ciertas, aunque mas las cncukrian en la corle."

"  London Gazette, Nov. 5 . 16S8. The Proclam ation is dated Nov. 3.

CHA f .  
IX.
tesa
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c h a p .  , j o n  hail orders to w ait upon the  K ing. P reston  was in kften- 
dance w ith tlie P r in ce’s D eclaration  in his hand. “M yL ord s,”  
said J a m e s, “ listen  to this passage. It concerns you . ”  P res
ton then read  the sen ten ce  in which th e  Spiritual P eers w ere  
m entioned . T h e  K ing p ro ceed ed : “ I do n ot b elieve  one 
w ord o f  th is: I  am satisfied  o f  your in n ocen ce; but I  thin  a  it  ' 
fit to  le t  you know  o f  what you are accu sed . ”

T h e  P rim ate , w ith m any dutiful exp ression s, p ro tested  ‘ 
that the K ing did him  no m ore than ju stice . “ I was born in 
your M ajesty’s allegiance.'1 T  have repeated ly  confirm ed that 
alleg ian ce by m y oath. I can have but one K in g  at on e tim e.
I  have n ot inv ited  the P rin ce  over; and I do not b elieve  that a  
sin g le  on e o f  m y brethren has done s o .”  “ I am sure I  have 
n o t ,”  said  Crewe o f  Durham . “ N or I , ”  said  Cartwright o f  
C hester. Crewe and Cartwright m ight w ell b e  b e liev ed ; for  
b oth  had sate in the E cclesiastical C om m ission. W hen  Com p
to n ’s turn cam e, h e parried the q uestion  with an adroitness 
w hich a J esu it m ight have en vied . “ I  ga v e  your M ajesty m y  
answ er yesterday. ”

Jam es rep eated  again  and again  that he fu lly  acqu itted  
them  all. N ever th eless it w ou ld , in his ju d g m en t, b e  for his 
service and for their own honour that they  should  publicly  
vin d icate them selves. H o therefore req u ired  them  to draw  
up a  paper se ttin g  forth their abhorrence o f  the P r in ce’s 
design . T h e y  rem ained silen t: their  s ilen ce  was supposed  
to  im ply consent; and they  w ere suffered  to withdraw . * A" 

M eanw hile the fleet o f  W illiam was on th e  German O cean . 
It was on th e  even in g  o f  T hursday the first o f  N ovem b er that 
he put to sea  the second  tim e. T h e  w ind b lew  fresh  from  the  
east. T h e  arm am ent, during tw elve h ou rs, held  a course to 
wards the north w est. T h e  ligh t v esse ls sen t out by the  
E nglish  Adm iral for the purpose o f  obtain ing in te lligen ce  
brought back new s w hich confirm ed the prevailing  opinion  
that the  enem y w ould  try to land in Y orkshire. A ll at on ce , 
on a  signal from th e  P r in c e ’s sh ip , the w hole fleet tacked;" 
and m ade sail for the  B ritish  C hannel. T h e  sam e b reeze  
which favoured th e  v o yage o f  the invaders p revented  D art- 

* Tanner A1SS.
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mouth from co7ming out o f the Thames. His ships were forced c*j*r* 
to strikeyards and topm asts; and two o f  his frigates, which 
had gained the open sea, w creshattered by the violence o f  the ‘ 
weather and driven back.ipto,tho river. * ,v , fJ; „

The Dutch fleet ran fast before the gale, and reached the wiiium 
Straits at about ten in the morning of Saturday the third o f ” ,  a*' 
November. W illiam himself, in the Brill, led the way. More 
than six hundred vessels, with canvass spread to a favourable 
wind, followed in his train. T he transports were in the centre.
T he men o f  war, more than fifty in number, formed an outer 
rampart. Herbert, with the title o f  Lieutenant Admiral Ge
neral , commanded the whole fleet. His post was in the rear, 
and many English sailors, inflamed against Popery, and at
tracted by high pay, served under him. It was not without 
great difficulty that the Prince had prevailed on some Dutch  
officers o f high reputation to submit to the authority o f  a 
stranger. B ut the arrangement was eminently judicious.
There was, in the K ing’s fleet, much discontent and an ardent 
zeal for the Protestant faith. But within the memory o f old  
mnriners/the Dutch and English navies had thrice, with heroic 
spirit and various fortune, contended for the empipe o f  the sea.
Our sailors had not forgotten the broom with which Van 
Tromp had threatened to sweep the Channel, or the (ire which 
D e Ruyter had lighted in the dockyards o f  the Medway. Had 
the rival nations been once more broughtfaceto faceon th eele-  
ment o f which both claimed the sovereignty, all other thoughts 
might have given place to mutual animosity. A bloody and ob
stinate battle might havo been fought. Defeatwould have been 
fatal to William’s enterprise. Even victory would have deranged 
all his deeply meditated schemes o f policy. He therefore wisely 
determined that the pursuers, if  they overtook him , should be 
hailed in their own mother tongue, and adjured, by an ad
miral under whom they had served , and whom they esteemed, 
not to fight against old messmates for Popish tyranny. Such

■ B urnet, i. T87.; Itap ln ; W hittle's Exact D iary; Expedition of the 
Prince of Orange to England, 1688; Uistory of the D esertion, 1688; 
Dartm outh to Jam es, Nov. 5. 1688, in Dalrymple.
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cil\p  an appeal might possibly avert a conilict. I f  a conflict took 
place, one English commander would be opposed to another; 
uor would the pride o f  the islanders be wounded by learning 
that Dartmouth had been Üôihpelléd to strike to Herbert. mX  

lie pm » Happily W illiam’s precautions were not necessary. Soon
siraiii after midday he passed the Straits. H is fleet spread to within

uv CLbt îMï  a league o f Dover on the north and o f  Calais on the south.
T he men o f  war on the extreme right and left saluted both 

iQ'k fortresses at once. T he troops appeared under arms on the
"tS decks. T he flourish o f  trum pets, the clash o f  cymbals, and 

the rolling o f  drums were distinctly heard at once on the 
English and French shores. An innumerable company o f  
gazers blackened the white beach o f Kent. Another mighty 
multitude covered the coast o f  Picardy'. Itapin de Thoyrns, 
who, driven by persecution from his country', had taken ser
vice in the Dutch army and accompanied the Prince to Eng
land, described the spectacle, many years later, as the most 
magnificent and affecting that was ever seen by human eyes. 
A t sunset the armament was off Beachy H ead. T hen the 
lights were kindled. T he sea was in a blaze for many miles. 
But the eyes o f  all the steersmen were fixed throughout the 
night on three huge lanterns which flamed on the stem  of 
the B rill."

Meanwhile a courier had been riding post from Dover 
Castle to W hitehall with news that the Dutch had passed the 
Straits and were steering westward. It was necessary to make 
an immediate change in all the military arrangements. M es
sengers were despatched in every direction. Officers were 
roused from their beds at dead o f night. A t three on the

* A van t, July Aug. JJ. 16S8. On ibis su b jec t, Mr. Dc Jonge, »bo 
is connected by affinity with tbe descendants o f the Dutch Admiral 
E vertsen , has kindly com m unicated to m e some interesting information 
derived from family papers. In  a le tte r to B entinck, dated Sept. ,V  
1688, W illiam insists strongly on the im portance of avoiding an action, 
and begs Bentinck to represent this to Herbert- "‘ Ce n 'est pas le tems 
de faire voir sa b ravoure , ni de se ba ttre  si l’on le peut éviter. Je  
luy l’ai déjà d it: mais il sera nécessaire que vous le répétiez, et que vous 
le  !uy fassiez bien com prendre."

•* Bapin’s H istory; W hittle's Exact Diary. I bave seen a con
tem porary Dutch chart of the order In which the Beet sailed.
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Sunday morning there was a great' muster by torchlight in 
H yde Park. The King had sent several regiments northward 1C33~  
in the expectation that William would land in Yorkshire. E x
presses were despatched to recall them. All the forces ex
cept those which were necessary to keep the peace o f  the 
capital were ordered to move to the west. Salisbury was ap
pointed as the place o f  rendezvous: but, as it was thought 
possible that Portsmouth might be the first point o f attack, 
three battalions o f guards and a strong body o f cavalry set out 
for that fortress. In a few hours it was known that Portsmouth 
was safe; and these troops received orders to change their 
route and to hasten to Salisbury'.*

When Sunday the fourth o f  Novem ber dawned, the clifls 
of the Isle o f  W ight were full in view o f  the Dutch armament.
That day was the anniversary both o f  W illiam’s birth and o f  
his marriage. Sail was slackened during part o f  the m orning; 
and divine service was performed on board o f  the ships. In 
the afternoon and through the night the fleet held on its 
course. Torbay was the place where the Prince intended to 
land. But the morning o f M onday the fifth o f  November was 
hazy: T he pilot o f  the Brill could not discern the sea marks,
and carried the fleet too far to the west. T he danger was 
great. T o return in the face o f the wind was impossible. P ly
mouth was the next port. But at Plymouth a garrison had 
been posted under the command o f  Lord Bath. T he landing 
might be opposed; and a check might produce serious con
sequences. There could bo little doubt, m oreover, that by 
this time the royal fleet had got out o f  the Thames and was 
hastening full sail down the Channel. Russell saw the whole 
extent o f  the peril, and exclaimed to Burnet, “ You may go 
to prayers, Doctor. All is over.” A t that moment the wind 
changed: a soft breeze sprang up from the south: the mist 
dispersed; the sun shone forth; and, under the mild light o f  an 
autumnal noon, the fleet turned back, passed round the lofty He ’amis 
cape o f  Berry Head, and rode safe in the harbour o f  Torbay.*^ »'forbaj.

* A dda, Nov. A - 1CSS; Newsletter in the M ackintosh Collection;
C illers, Nov- A .

•* B urnet, i. 1S3.; Extracts from the Legge Papers in the M ackintosh 
Collection.
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CHAP.
II.

16SS.

Since William looked on that harbour its aspect has greatly 
changed. T he amphitheatre which surrounds the spacious 
basin now exhibits everywhere the signs o f  prosperity and ci
vilisation. A t the northeastern extremity has sprung up a 
great watering place, to which strangers are attracted from 
the most remote parts o f  our island by the Italian softness o f  
the air; for in that climate the myrtle flourishes unsheltered; 
and even the winter is milder than the Northumbrian April. 
T he inhabitants are about ten thousand in number. T he  
newly built churches and chapels, the baths and libraries, 
the hotels and public gardens, the infirmary and the museum, 
the white streets, rising terrace above terrace, the gay villas 
peeping from the midst o f  shrubberies and flower beds, pre
sent a spectacle widely different from any that in the seven
teenth century England could show. A t the opposite end of  
the bay lie s , sheltered by Berry H ead , the stirring market 
town o f Brixham , the wealthiest seat o f  our fishing trade. A 
pier and a haven were formed there at the beginning o f  the 
present century, but have been found insufficient for the in
creasing traffic. T he population is about six thousand souls. 
T he shipping amounts to more than two hundred sail. The  
tonnage exceeds many times the tonnage o f  the port o f  Liver
pool under the Kings o f  the H ouse o f  Stuart. But Torbay, 
when the Dutch fleet cast anchor there, was known only as a 
haven where ships sometimes took refuge from the tempests 
o f the Atlantic. Its quiet shores were undisturbed by the 
bustle either o f  commerce or o f pleasure; and the huts o f  
ploughmen and fishermen were thinly scattered over what is 
now the site o f  crowded marts and o f  luxurious pavilions.

T he peasantry o f  the coast o f Devonshire remembered the 
name o f  Monmouth with affection, and held Popery in de
testation. T hey therefore crowded down to the seaside with 
provisions and offers o f service. T he disembarkation in
stantly commenced. Sixty boats conveyed the troops to the 
coast. Mackay was sent on shore first with the British regi
ments. T he Prince soon followed. H e landed where the 
quay o f Brixham now stands. T he whole aspect o f the place 
has been altered. W here we now see a port crowded with
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shipping,and a market place swarming with buyers and sellers, c^ p- 
the waves then broke on a desolate beach: but a fragment o f  ,6Sx  ■ 
the rock on which the deliverer stepped from his boat has 
been carefully preserved, and is set up as an object o f  public 
veneration in the centre o f that busy wharf.

As soon as the Prince had planted his foot on dry ground 
he called for horses. Two beasts, such as the small yeomen 
o f that time were in the habit o f  riding, were procured from 
the neighbouring village. William and Schomberg mounted 
and proceeded to examine the country.

As soon as Burnet was on shore he hastened to the Prince.
An amusing dialogue took place between them. Burnet 
poured forth his congratulations with genuine delight, and 
then eagerly asked what were His H ighness’s plans. Military 
men are seldom disposed to take counsel with gownsmen on 
military matters; and William regarded the interference o f 
unprofessional advisers, in questions relating to war, with 
even more than the disgust ordinarily felt by soldiers on such 
occasions. B ut he was at that moment in an excellent humour, 
and, instead o f signifying his displeasure by a short and cut
ting reprimand, graciously extended his hand, and answered 
his chaplain’s question by another question: “ W ell, Doctor, 
what do you think o f  predestination now ?” T he reproof was 
so delicate that Burnet, whoso perceptions were not very' fine, 
did not perceive it. H e answered with great fervour that he 
should never forget the signal manner in which Providence 
had favoured their undertaking.'

During the first day the troops who had gone on shore had 
many discomforts to endure. T he earth was soaked with rain.
T he baggage was still on board o f  the ships. Officers o f  high 
rank were compelled to sleep in wet clothes on the wet ground: 
the Prince him self had no better quarters than a hut afforded.
His banner was displayed on the thatched roof; and some 
bedding brought from his ship was spread for him on the

* I think that nobody who com pares Burnet's account of this con
versation with D artm outh 's can doubt that I have correctly represented 
what passed.
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c h a p .  floor.* There was some difficulty about landing the horses; 
-y—— and it seemed probable that this operation would occupy se

veral days. B ut on the following morning the prospect cleared. 
The wind was gentle. T he water in the bay was as even as 
glass. Som e fishermen pointed out a place where the ships 
could be brought within sixty feet o f  the beach. This was 
done; and in three hours many hundreds o f  horses swam 
safely to shore.

T he disembarkation had hardly been effected when the 
wind rose again, and swelled into a fierce gale from the west. 
T he enemy coming in pursuit down the Channel had been 
stopped by the same change o f  weather which enabled William  
to land. During two days the K ing’s fleet lay on an unruffled 
sea in sight o f  Beachy Head. A t length Dartmouth was able 
to proceed. H e passed the Isle o f  W ight, and one o f  his 
ships came in sight o f the Dutch topmasts in Torbay. Just at 
this moment he was encountered by the tem pest, and com
pelled to take shelter in the harbour o f Portsmouth.** A t that 
time Jam es, who was not incompetent to form a judgm ent on 
a question o f  seamanship, declared him self perfectly satisfied 
that his Admiral had done all that man could d o , and had 
yielded only to the irresistible hostility o f  the winds and 
waves. A t a later period the unfortunate prince began, with 
little reason, to suspect Dartmouth o f  treachery, or at least 
o f slackness.***

T he weather had indeed served the Protestant cause so 
well that some men o f  more piety than judgm ent fully believed  
the ordinary laws o f nature to have been suspended for the 
preservation o f  the liberty and religion o f England. Exactly 
a hundred years before, they said, the Armada, invincible 
by man, had been scattered by the wrath o f  God. Civil free
dom and divine truth were again in jeopardy; and again the

* I have seen a contem porary Dutch print of the disem barkation. 
Some m en are  bringing the Prince 's bedding into the but on which his 
(lag is flying.

"* Burnet, i. 189.; Lcggc Papers.
On Nov. 9 . 1CS8, Jam es wrote to Dartm outh thus: “ Nobody could 

work otherwise than you did. I am sure all knowing seam en m ust be of 
the sam e m ind." B ut see Clarke’s Life of Jam es, ii. SOI. Orig. Mem.
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obedient elements had fought for the good  cause. The wind C![l̂ p- 
had blown strong from the east while the Prince wished to sail 1G83 “ 
down the Channel, had turned to the south when he wished 
to enter T orbay, had sunk to a calm during the disembarka
tion, and, as soon as the disembarkation was com pleted, had 
risen to a storm , and had met the pursuers in the face. Nor 
did men omit to remark that, by an extraordinary coincidence, 
the Prince had reached our shores on a day on which the 
Church o f  England commemorated, by prayer and thanks
giving, the wonderful escape o f  the royal H ouse and o f the 
three Estates from the blackest plot ever devised by Papists. 
Carstairs, whose suggestions were sure to m eet with attention 
from the Prince, recommended that, as soon as the landing 
had been effected, public thanks should be offered to God for 
the protection so conspicuously accorded to the great enter
prise. This advice was taken, and with excellent effect. The  
troops, taught to regard themselves as favourites o f  heaven, 
were inspired with new courage; and the English people  
formed the most favourable opinion of a general and an army 
so attentive to the duties o f  religion. /

On T uesday, the sixth o f N ovem ber, William’s army 
began to march up the country. Som e regiments advanced 
as far as Newton Abbot. A stone, set up in the midst o f that 
little town, still marks the spot where the Prince’s Declara
tion was solemnly read to the people. T he movements o f  the 
troops were slow: for the rain fell in torrents; and the roads 
of England were then in a stat e which seemed frightful to per
sons accustomed to the excellent communications o f  Holland. 
William took up his quarters, during two days, at F ord , a 
seat o f the ancient and illustrious family o f Courtenay, in the 
neighbourhood o f  Newton Abbot. He was magnificently 
lodged and feasted there; but it is remarkable that the owner 
o f  the house, though a strong W hig, did not choose to be the 
first to put life and fortune in peril, and cautiously abstained 
from doing anything which, i f  the K ing should prevail, could 
be treated as a crime.

E xeter, in the meantime, was greatly agitated. Lam- ,Je eol(r> 
plugh, the bishop, as soon as he heard that the Dutch were Eieter.

M acaulay, H is to ry . III. 19
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CHAP.
IX.

1688.
at T orbay, set off in terror for London. T he Dean fled 
from the deanery. T he magistrates were for the K ing, the 
body o f  the inhabitants for the Prince. Every thing was in 
confusion w hen, on the morning o f Thursday, the eighth 
o f  N ovem ber, a body o f  troops, under the command o f  Mor- 
daunt, appeared before the city. With Mordaunt came 
Burnet, to whom W illiam had entrusted the duty o f protecting 
the clergy o f  the Cathedral from injury and insult.* T he  
Mayor and Aldermen had ordered the gates to be c losed , but 
yielded on the first summons. T he deanery was prepared 
for the reception o f the Prince. On the following day, Friday 
the ninth, he arrived. T he magistrates had been pressed to 
receive him in state at the entrance o f  the city, but had stead
fastly refused. T he pomp o f  that day, how ever, could well 
spare them. Such a sight had never been seen in Devonshire. 
Many went forth half a day’s journey to m eet the champion 
o f their religion. AH the neighbouring villages poured forth 
their inhabitants. A great crowd, consisting chiefly o f  young 
peasants, brandishing their cudgels, had assembled on the 
top o f  Haldon H il l , whence the arm y, marching from 
Chudleigli, first descried the rich valley o f the E x e , and the 
two massive towers rising from the cloud o f  smoke which 
overhung the capital o f  the W est. T he road, all down the 
long descent, and through the plain to the banks o f  the river, 
was lined, mile after m ile , with spectators. From the W est 
Gate to the Cathedral Close, the pressing and shouting on 
each side was such as reminded Londoners o f  the crowds on 
the Lord Mayor’s day. T he houses were gaily decorated. 
D oors, windows, balconies, and roofs were thronged with 
gazers. An eye accustomed to the pomp o f  war would have 
found much to criticize in the spectacle. For several toilsome 
marches in the rain , through roads where one who travelled 
on foot sank at every step up to the ancles in clay, had not 
improved the appearance either o f  the men or o f  their ac
coutrements. B ut the people o f  Devonshire, altogether 
unused to the splendour o f  well ordered camps, were over
whelmed with delight and awe. /D escrip tion s o f  the martial 

•  Burnet, i. '90.



pageant were circulated all over the kingdom. T hey con
tained much that was well fitted ti"gratiîy the vulgar appetite 
for the marvellous. For the Dutçh.arm y, composed o f men 
who had been born in,various cliniafes, and had served under 
various standards, presented an aspect at once grotesque,- 
gorgeous, and terrible to islanders who had, in general, a 
very indistinct notion of foreign countries. First rode Mac
clesfield at the head o f two hundred gentlem en, mostly o f  
English blood , glittering in helmets and cuirasses, and 
mounted on Flemish war horses. Each was attended by a 
negro, brought from the sugar plantations on the coast o f  
Guiana. T he citizens o f  E xeter, who had never seen so 

. .many specimens o f the African race, gazed with wonder on 
those black faces set off by embroidered turbans and white 
feathers. Then with drawn broad swords came a squadron 
o f Swedish horsemen in black armour and fur cloaks. They  
were regarded with a strange interest; for it was rumoured 
that they were natives o f  a land where the ocean was frozen 
and where the night lasted through half the year, and that 
they had themselves slain thq huge bears whose skins they 
wore. N ext, surrounded by a goodly company o f gentlemen 
and pages, was borne aloft the Prince’s banner. On its 
broad folds the crowd which covered the roofs and filled the 
windows read with delight that memorable inscription, “ The 

/ i Protestant religion and the liberties o f  England.” But the 
" acclamations redoubled when, attended by forty running 

footm en, the Prince him self appeared, armed on back and 
breast, wearing a white plume and mounted on a white 

.‘charger. W ith how martial an air he curbed his horse, how 
thoughtful and commanding was the expression o f  his ample 
forehead and falcon ey e, may still be seen on the canyass_of 
K neller. Once those grave features relaxed into a smile. 
It was when an ancient woman, perhaps one o f the zealous 
Puritans who through twenty-eight years o f persecution had 
waited with firm faith for the consolation o f  Israel, perhaps 
the mother o f  some rebel who had perished in the carnage of 
Sedgcm oor, or in the more fearful carnage o f the B loody  
Circuit, broke from the crowd, rushed through the drawn

J A M E S  T H E  S E C O N D .
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cnAP.
II. sw ords and  curvetting h o r se s , touched  th e  hand o f  the d e 

liverer , and  cried  out that now  she was happy. N ear to the  
P rince  was o n e  w ho d iv ided  with him  the  gaze  o f  the m ulti
tud e. T h a t , m en sa id , was the great C ount Schom berg, 
the first so ld ier  in E u rop e, sin ce  T u renn e and C ondé w ere  
g o n e , th e  m an w hose gen ius and valour had saved  the P o r
tuguese m onarchy on the field o f  M ontes C laros, the  man who  
had earned  a still h igher glory b y  resign in g  th e  truncheon  o f  a 
M arshal o f  F rance for the sake o f  the true re lig ion . It w as t 
not forgotten  that the  tw o heroes w h o , ind issolub ly  united  by  
their com m on P rotestantism , w ere en tering E x eter  togeth er , 
had tw elve years before  b een  opposed  to each other  under the  
walls o f  M aestricht, and that the  energy  o f  the  young P rince  

’ ... had n ot then been  found a m atch for th e  co o l sc ien ce o f  the
veteran  w ho now  rod e in friendship by his sid e . T h en  cam e 
a lo n g  colum n o f  the w hiskered  infantry o f  S w itzerlan d , dis
tingu ished  in all the continental wars o f  tw o centuries by pre
em inent valour and discipline,".but never till that w eek  seen  on  
E nglish  ground . A nd  then  m arched a su ccession  o f  bands 
d esign ated , as w as the fashion o f  that age, after their leaders, 
B en tin ck , So lm es and  G in k ell, T alm ash  and M ackay. W ith  
peculiar p leasure E nglishm en m ight look  on one gallant  
regim ent w hich still bore the nam e o f  the honoured  and  
lam ented  O ssory. T h e  e ffe c to f .th e  sp ectacle  was h eigh tened  
by the reco llection  o f  the1 rfenowned events in w hich m any o f  
the  warriors now  pouring through the  W est G ate had borne a 
share. F o r  they had seen  serv ice  very d ifferent from  that o f  
the D evon sh ire m ilitia or  o f  th e  camp at H ounslow . Som e  
o f  them  had rep e lled  the  fiery on set o f  the  F rench  on the field  
o f  S en eff; and others had crossed  sw ords with the  infidels in  
the cause o f  C hristendom  on that great day w hen the sieg e  

■ o f  V ienna was ra ised . T h e  very senses o f  the m ultitude were  
fo o led  by  im agination. N ew sletters con veyed  to  every part 
of" th e 'k in gd om  fabulous accounts o f  the size and strength  
o f  th e  invaders. It was affirm ed that they w e r e , with scarcely^,,! 
an ex cep tio n , above s ix  fee t  h ig h , and that they w ield ed  such  
h u g e  p ik es , sw ord s, and m u sk ets, as had never  before b een  
seen  in E ngland , f  N o r  d id  the w onder o f  the population
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diminish w hen the artillery arrived , tw en ty-on e huge p ieces c i u p . 

o f  b r a ss ,can n on , which w ere with difficulty tu gged  a long by |S33, 1 

six teen  ca r th o r se s  to each . M uch curiosity w as excited  by a r$v». i>y 

strange structure m ounted  on w heels. I t  proved  to be a  m ove- 
ab le sm ithy, furnished with all tools and m aterials necessary •"»” >'■ 
for repairing arms and carriages. B u t noth ing raised so m uch  
adm iration as the  bridge o f  b oats , which was la id  with great 
sp eed  on  th e E x e  for th e  conveyance o f  w ag g o n s, and after
wards as sp eed ily  taken to p ieces and carried away. I t  was , : 
m ad e, i f  report said  tru e , after a pattern contrived by the 1 

Christians w ho w ere warring against th e  G reat T urk  on the  
D anube. T h e  foreigners inspired as m uch g o o d  w ill as ad
m iration. T h e ir  p o litic  leader took  care to distribute the  
quarters in  such a m anner as to cause the sm allest possib le  
inconven ience to  the inhabitants o f  E x eter  and o f  th e  neigh- 

1 bouring v illages. T h e  m ost rig id  discip line was m aintained. -' 

N o t only w ere pillage and outrage effectually  p reven ted , but -U, 
the  troops w ere required  to dem ean them selves with civility  
tow ards all classes. T h o se  w ho had form ed their notions  
o f  an army from the conduct o f  K irke and his L sm bs w ere  
am azed to se e  so ld iers w ho never  sw ore at a la n d la d y  or took  
an e g g  w ithout paying for it. In return for this m oderation  
th e  p eop le  furnished  th e  troops with provisions in great 
abundance and at reasonable prices. *

'  Sec W hittle’s D iary, the Expedition of his H ighness, and ibe Let
ter from Exon published a t the lime. I  have myself seen two m anuscript 
newsletters describing the pomp of the Prince’s entrance into Exeter.
A few months later a bad poet wrote a p lay , entitled “ The late Revo
lution.”  One scene is laid a t Exeter. “  E nter battalions of the Prince's 
a rm y , on their march into the c ity , with colours flying, drum s beating, 
and the citizens shouting.”  A noblem an named Misopapas says,

“ Can you guess, my lo rd .
How dreadful guilt and fear has represented 
Y otirarm y to the cou rt?  Your num ber and your stature 
Are both advanced; a ll  six Tool high a t least,
In bearskins clad , S'wiss, Swedes, and U randenburghers.”

In a song which appeared Just after the entrance into E xeter, the 
Irish are described as m ere dwarfs in comparison of the giants whom 
William com m anded:

“ Poor Berwick, bow will thy dear joys 
Oppose this famed viaggio?
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CHAP.
IX.

" 1688.

M uch d ep en d ed  on  the course -which, at th is great crisis, 
th e  clergy  o f  the Church o f  E ngland  m ight take; and the  
m em bers o f  th e  Chapter o f  E x e ter  w ere the first w ho were  
called  upon to d eclare their sentim ents. B urnet inform ed the  
C anons, now  le ft  w ithout a head  by the lligh t o f  th e  D ean , 
that they cou ld  n ot b e  perm itted  to u se  the  prayer for the  
Prince o f  W ales, and  that a so lem n service m ust be perform ed  
in honour o f  the safe arrival o f  the P rin ce . T h e  Canons d id  
n ot ch oo se  to appear in their sta lls; but som e o f  th e  choristers 
and prebendaries attended . W illiam  repaired  in m ilitary  
state to th e  Cathedral. A s he passed  under the  gorgeou s  
sc reen , that renow ned organ , scarcely  surpassed by any of  
those w hich are th e  boast o f  his native H o lla n d , gave out a 
peal o f  trium ph. H e m ounted the B ish o p ’s s e a t , a  stately  
throne rich w ith  the carving o f  the fifteenth century'. B urnet 
stood  b elow ; and a crow d o f  w arriors and n o b les appeared  
on the right hand and on the le ft. T h e  sin gers, robed  in 
w h ite , sang the T e  D eum . W hen  the chaunt was over, 
B urnet read the P rin ce’s D eclara tion : but as so o n  as the first 
w ords w ere u ttered , prebendaries and singers crow ded in all 
haste out o f  the choir. A t the c lo se  B urnet cried  in  a loud  
v o ic e , “ G od  save the P rince  o f  O r a n g e l”  and m any fervent 
voices a n sw ered , “ A m en .” *

On Sunday, the eleven th  o f  N o v em b er , B urnet preached  
before the P rince in the  C athedral, and d ilated  on the signal 
m ercy vouchsafed  by G od  to the E nglish  Church and nation. 
A t the  sam e tim e a singular even t happened  in a hum bler  
place o f  w orship. F erguson  reso lved  to preach at the P res
byterian m eetin g  h ou se . T h e  m inister and elders w ould not  
con sent: but the turbulent and half-w itted  k n ave, fancying  
that the  tim es o f  F leetw o o d  and  H arrison w ere com e again, 
forced the d oo r , w ent through th e  congregation  sw ord in

Tby ta lle s t sp a rk s  w ill b e  m e re  toys 
T o  B ran d e n b u rg h  and  Sw edish b o y s ,

C oragg io l C o ra g g io l”
Addison a lludes, in the F reeho lder, to the extraordinary effect which 

these rom antic stories produced.
* Expedition o t the P rince of O range; O ldm ixon, 155.; W hittle’s 

D iary; Eachard, iii. 911.; London Gazette, Nov. 1 5 .168S.
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h an d , m oun ted  th e  p u lp it, and there poured  forth a fiery 
in vective  against the K in g . T h e  tim e for such fo llies had — 
gon e b y ; a n a  this exh ib ition  ex c ited  noth ing but derision  and  
disgust. *

W hile these  things w ere passing in D evonshire the  ferm ent C!,"T' r‘f 
was great in L on d on . T h e  P r in ce’s D eclaration , in sp ite o f  uniting 
all p recau tion s, was now  in every m an’s h ands. On th e  six th  
o f  N ovem b er J a m e s, still uncertain on what part o f  the coast 
th e  invaders had  la n d e d , sum m oned the  Prim ate and three  
other B ish o p s, Com pton o f  L ondon , W hite o f  P eterborough , 
and Sprat o f  R o ch ester , to a con feren ce in the c lo set. T h e  
K ing listen ed  graciously  w hile  the prelates m ade warm p ro
fessions o f  lo y a lty , and assured  them  that h e  did n ot suspect 
them . “ B u tw h e r e ,” s a id h e ,  “ is the paper that you  w ere to 
b r in g m e ? ”  “ S ir,” answ ered  Sancroft, “ w e have brought no 
paper. W e are n ot so licitous to clear our fame to the w orld .
I t  is no new  thing to us to b e  rev iled  and fa lsely  accu sed . Our 
con scien ces acquit us: your M ajesty acqu its us: and w e are 
sa tisfied .”  “ Y e s ,”  said th e  K ing; “ but a  declaration from  
you is n ecessary  to m y se rv ice .” H e then p roduced  a copy o f  
th e  P r in ce’s m anifesto. “ S e e ,"  he sa id , “ how  you are m en
tioned  h e r e .”  “ S ir ,” answ ered  one o f  th e  B ish o p s, “ not 
one person  in  five hundred  b e liev es th is m anifesto to be  
g en u in e .”  “ N o l ”  cried  th e  K in g  fiercely; “ then those  five 
hundred  w ou ld  bring the P r in ce  o f  O range to cut m y throat.”
“ G od  fo rb id ,” excla im ed  the prelates in concert. B u t the  
K in g ’s u n d erstan d ing , n ever very  c lea r , w as now  quite b e
w ildered . O ne o f  his peculiarities was th a t, w henever his 
opinion was n ot a d o p ted , he fancied  that his veracity was 
question ed . “ T h is paper n ot gen u in e 1 ”  h e  ex cla im ed , turn- 
ning over the  leaves with h is hands. “ Am  I not w orthy to be 
b eliev ed ?  Is m y w ord n ot to  be ta k e n ? ”  “A t all events, S ir ,” 
said on e o f  the B ish o p s, “ this is not an ecclesiastica l m atter.
It lies w ithin the sphere o f  the civil pow er. G od has entrusted  
your M ajesty with the  sw ord: and it is not for us to invade  
your fun ctio n s.” T h en  the A rchbishop, w ith  that g en tle  and

* London G a ie lte , Nov. 15. 1G8S; Eipedition of the P rince of 
Orange.
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crJ*p- tem perate m alice w h ich jn flicts the d eep est w ou n d s, d eclared  
16B̂  that h e  muBt b e  excused  from  settin g  his hand to any political 

docum ent. “I and m y brethren, S ir ,”  he said, “ have already  
sm arted severely  for m ed dlin g  with affairs o f  sta te; and we  
Bhall b e very cautious how  w e do so again . W e once sub
scribed  a petition  o f  the m ost harm less k ind: w e presen ted  it 
in  the m ost respectfu l m anner; and w e found  that w e had com 
m itted  a h igh  offen ce . W e w ere saved  from  ruin on ly  by the  
m erciful protection  o f  G od . A nd, S ir, the ground then taken  
b y  your M ajesty’s A ttorney and S olic itor  was th a t , out o f  
P arliam ent, w e w ere private m e n , and that it was criminal 
presum ption in private m en to m ed d le  with p o litics . T h e y  
attacked  us so fiercely that for m y part I gave m y se lf  over for 
lo s t .”  “I  thank you for that, m y L ord o f  C anterbury,”  said  
the  K ing; “ I should  have h oped  that you  w ould n ot have  
thought yourBelf lost by falling into m y hands.”  Such  a speech  
m ight have becom e the m outh o f  a m erciful so v e re ig n , but it 
cam e with a bad  grace from a prince w ho had burned a wom an  
a live for harbouring on e o f  his lly in g  e n e m ie s , from  a prince  
round w hose k n ees his own nephew  had clung in vain agon ies  
o f  supplication. T h e  A rchbishop was n ot to b e  so silen ced . 
H e resum ed his sto ry , and recou n ted  the insults which the  
creatures o f  the Court had  offered  to the Church o f  E ngland, 
am ong w hich som e rid icu le thrown on  his own sty le  occu p ied  
a conspicuous p lace. T h e  K in g  had noth ing to say but that 
there w as no use in repeating o ld  g r ievan ces , and that he had  
h op ed  that th ese  things had b een  qu ite  forgotten . H e, w ho  
n ever forgot the sm allest injury that h e  had su ffered , could  
n o t understand how  others should  rem em ber for a few  w eeks 
the  m ost dead ly  injuries that h e had inflicted.

A t length  the conversation  cam e back  to th e 'p o in t from  
which it had w andered . T h e  K in g  insisted  on having  from  
the B ish ops a paper declaring their abhorrence o f  the P rince’s 
enterprise. T h e y , with m any professions o f  the  m ost sub
m issive lo y a lty , pertinaciously refu sed . T h e  P r in c e , they  
sa id , asserted  that h e  had  b een  invited  by tem poral as w ell as 
by spiritual peers. T h e  im putation was com m on. W hy should  
n ot the purgation b e  com m on a lso?  “ I  see  how  it i s ,”  said
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the K ing. “ Som e o f  the  tem poral peers have been  with you, a j£T' 

and have p ersuad ed  you  to cross m e in this m atter.”  T h e —¡5 5 7 -  
B ish ops solem nly  averred that it  was n ot so . B u t it w ould, 
they sa id , seem  strange th a t, on a question  in volv ing  grave  
p olitical and m ilitary con sid era tion s, the tem poral peers 
should  be entirely passed  o v er , and the prelates alone should  
b e required  to take a prom inent part. “ B u t th is ,”  said Jam es,
“ is m y m ethod . I am your K ing. It is for m e to ju d g e  what 
is b est. I  w ill g o  m y own w a y ; and I call on you  to  assist m e .”
T h e  B ish ops assured  him that they w ould  assist him in their 
p roper departm ent, as Christian m inisters w ith their prayers, 
and as peers o f  th e  realm  with their advice in h is P arliam ent.
Jam es, w ho w anted  neither the prayers o f  h eretics nor tho 
ad v ice  o f  P arliam ents, was b itterly  d isappointed . A fter a  
lo n g  a ltercation , “ I have d o n e ,”  h e sa id , “ I  w ill urge you  
no further. S in ce  you w ill n ot help  m e , I m ust trust to m yself  
and to m y own arm s.”  *

T h e  B ishops had hardly le ft  the royal p resen ce , w hen a 
courier arrived w ith th e  new s that on the p reced in g  day the  
P rince  o f  O range had landed  in D evon sh ire . D uring  the ulstorb- 
fo llow in g  w eek  L on d on  was v io len tly  ag ita ted . On Sunday, London? 
the eleven th  o f  N o v em b er, a  rum our was circu lated  that 
knives, gr id iro n s, and caldrons, in tend ed  for the torturing o f  
h eretics , w ere con cea led  in th e  m onastery w hich had b een  
estab lished  under the  K in g’s protection  at C lerkenw ell. G reat 
m ultitudes assem bled  round the b u ild in g , and w ere about to 
dem olish  it , w hen a m ilitary force arrived. T h e  crowd was 
d ispersed , and several o f  th e  rioters w ere slain . A n inquest 
sate on the b o d ie s , and cam e to a decision  w hich stron gly  in
d icated  the tem per o f  th e  p ub lic  m ind. T h e  jury found that 
certain  loyal and w ell d isposed  p erso n s, w ho had gon e  to put 
dow n the  m eetings o f  traitors and public enem ies a t a m ass 
h ou se , had been  w ilfully  m urdered by the so ld iers; and this 
strange verd ict was sign ed  by all the  jurors. T h e  ecclesiastics  
at C lerkenw ell, naturally alarm ed by th e se  sym ptom s o f  p o
pular fe e lin g , were desirous to p lace their property in safety .

* C la rk e’s L ife  o f J a m e s ,  ii. 210. O rig. M em .; S p ra l’s N a r ra ti r e ;
Cillers, N o r . 16S8.
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C H A P.
IX.

1683.

M en of 
ra n k  b e 
g in  to 
re p a ir  
to  Ihe 
P r in c e .

T h e y  su cceed ed  in rem oving m ost o f  their furniture before  
any report o f  their in tentions g o t abroad. B u t at length  the  
suspicions o f  the rabble w ere ex c ited . T h e  tw o last carts 
w ere stopped  in H o lb o rn , and all that they contained  was 
publicly burned  in the m idd le o f  th e  street. So great was the  
alarm  am ong tho C atholics that all their p laces o f  worship  
w ere c lo s e d , ex cep t those which b e lo n g ed  to  the royal fam ily  
and to foreign  A m b assadors.* /

On the w hole, how ever, th ings ns y et look ed  n ot unfavour
ably for Jam es. T h e  invaders had b een  m ore than a w eek  on  
E nglish  ground . Y e t  no m an o f  note had jo in e d  them . N o  
reb ellion  had broken out in the north or the east. N o  servant 
o f  th e  crown appeared to have betrayed  his trust. T h e  royal 
arm y w as assem bling fast a t Salisbury, and, though inferior in 
discip lin e to  that o f  W illiam , was superior in num bers.

T h e  P rince  was u ndoubted ly  surprised and m ortified by  
th e  slackness o f  those  who had invited  him  to E ngland . B y  
th e  com m on p eop le  o f  D ev o n sh ire , in d eed , h e  had been  re
ce ived  with every sign  o f  goo d  w ill: bu t no nob lem an , no 
gentlem an  o f  h igh  consideration , had y e t  repaired  to his 
quarters. T h e  explanation  o f  this singular fact is probably to 
b e  found in th e  circum stance that h e  had  landed  in a part of 
th e  island w here h e  had n ot b een  ex p ected . H is friends in 
the north had m ade their arrangem ents for a r is in g , on  the  
supposition  that he w ould  b e  am ong them  with an arm y. H is 
friends in the w est had m ade no arrangem ents at all, and were  
naturally d iscon certed  at finding them selves sudden ly  called  
upon to take tho lead  in a m ovem ent so im portant and perilous. 
T h ey  had also fresh in their reco llec tio n , and in d eed  full in 
their sigh t, the disastrous con sequ en ces o f  rebellion , gibbets, 
h ea d s, m angled  quarters, fam ilies still in d eep  m ourning for  
brave sufferers w ho had  lov ed  their country w ell but not 
w ise ly . A fter a w arning so terrib le and so re c e n t, som e h e
sitation was natural. It w as equally natu ra l, h o w ev er , that 
W illiam , w ho, trusting to prom ises from  E n g lan d , had put to 
hazard, n ot on ly  h is ow n fam e and fortu n es, but also the

* L u ilre ll 's  D ia ry ; N ew sle tter in  th e  M ackin tosh  C o llec tio n ; A daa, 
N o». IS- ‘ 688.
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prosperity and in d ep en dence o f  h is native la n d , should  feel crap. 
deep ly  m ortified . H e  w a s, in d eed , so in d ign an t, that h e  --¡¿¿j—  
ta lked  o f  fa lling  back  to T o r b a y , reem barking his troops, re
turning to H o lla n d , and leav ing  those w ho had betrayed  him  
to  the fate w hich they  d eserved . A t  len g th , on M on d ay , the  
tw elfth  o f  N o v em b er , a gentlem an nam ed B u rr in gton , w ho  
resided  in the n eighbourhood  o f  C rediton, jo in e d  the P r in c e ’s 
standard , and his exam ple was fo llow ed  by severa l o f  his  
neighbours.

M en o f  h igher con sequ en ce had already se t out from  torcnee. 
different parts o f  the country for E xe ter . T h e  first o f  these  
w as John  L ord  L o v e la c e , d istinguished  by h is ta s te , by his 
m agnificen ce, and b y  the audacious and intem perate veh e
m ence o f  his W h iggism . H e  had b een  five or six  tim es ar
rested  for  p o litical o ffen ces. T h e  last crim e laid  to his charge  
w as, that h e  had contem ptuously d en ied  th e  valid ity  o f  a 
w arrant, signed  by a R om an C atholic Ju stice  o f  the P ea ce .
H e  had been  brought before the  P rivy Council and strictly  
exam in ed , but to little purpose. H e  reso lu te ly  refused  to  
crim inate h im self; and th e  ev id en ce against him w as insuffi
cien t. H e w as d ism issed; b u t, b efore h e  retired , Jam es  
excla im ed  in great h ea t, “ M y L ord , this is not the first trick  
that you have p layed  m e .”  “ S ir,”  answ ered  L ovelace, with  
undaunted sp ir it, “ I never p layed  any trick to your M ajesty, 
or to any other p erson. W h oever has accused  m e to your  
M ajesty o f  p laying tricks is a liar.” /L o v e la c e  had subse
quently been  adm itted into the  confidence o f  those who  
planned  the R evolu tion . * H is m ansion, b u ilt b y  his an ces
tors ou t o f  th e  spoils o f  Spanish galleons from the Indies, rose  
on the ruins o f  a house o f  Our L ady in that beautiful valley' 
through w hich the T ham es, n ot y e t  defiled  by th e  precincts  
o f  a great cap ita l, nor rising and falling w ith th e  flow and ebb  
o f  th e  se a , rolls under w ood s o f  b eech  round the g en tle  hills  
o f  B erksh ire. B eneath  the  stately  sa loon , adorned by Italian  
p en cils, w as a subterraneous vault, in w hich the  bones o f  
ancient m onks had som etim es been  found . In this dark 
cham ber som e zealous and daring opponents o f  the govern- 

' Johnstone, Feb. 21. 16S8; CiUers of the same date.
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c h a p . nient had h eld  m any m idnight conferences during that anxious  
■ 1898’ tim e w hen E n glan d  was im patiently ex p ectin g  th e  P rotestant  

w ind. * T h e  season for action  had now arrived . L ove lace , 
w ith seven ty  fo llow ers, w ell arm ed and m ou n ted , quitted  
his d w ellin g , and d irected  his course w estw ard. H e reached  
G loucestersh ire w ithout difficulty. B u t B eau fort, w ho g o 
verned  that co u n ty , w as exertin g  all his great authority and  
in fluence in support o f  the  crow n. T h e  m ilitia had been  
called  out. A  strong party had been  p osted  at C irencester. 
W hen L ov e la ce  arrived there h e  was inform ed that he could  
n ot b e  suffered to pass. I t  was necessary for him  either to  
relinquish  his undertaking or to fight his w ay through. H e  
reso lved  to force a  passage; and his friends and tenants stood  
gallantly  by h im . A  sharp conflict took  p lace. T h e  m ilitia  
lo st an officer and six  or seven  m en; but at len gth  the  
fo llow ers o f  L ov e la ce  w ere overpow ered: h e  w as m ade a 
prisoner, and sen t to G lou cester Castle.**

Coi- O thers w ere m ore fortunate. On the day on w hich the
' u  skirm ish took  p lace at C irencester, R ichard S a v a g e , L ord  

C olch ester , son  and h eir o f  the Karl R ivers, and father, by  
a  law less am our, o f  that unhappy p o e t  w hose m isd eed s and 
m isfortunes form  on e o f  the darkest portions o f  literary  
history, cam e with betw een  sixty and seven ty  horse to E x e ter . 
W ith him arrived the bold  and turbulent T hom as W harton. 
A  few  hours later cam e Edward R ussell, son o f  the Earl o i 
B e d fo rd , and brother o f  the virtuous noblem an w h ose b lood  
had b een  sh ed  on the  scaffo ld . A nother arrival still m ore 
im portant was sp eed ily  announced . C o lch ester , W harton, 
and R u ssell b e lo n g ed  to that party which had  been  constantly  

Abinsio„ o p p osed  to the Court. Jam es B e r tie , Earl o f  A b in gd on, had, 
on the contrary, b een  regard ed  as a supporter o f  arbitrary 
governm ent. H e  had b een  true to  Jam es in th e  days o f  the  
E xclu sion  B ill. H e  had , as L ord  L ieu ten an t o f  O xfordshire, 
acted  w ith vigour and severity  against the adherents o f  M on
m outh, and had ligh ted  bonfires to celebrate the d efea t o f  
A rgyle. B u t dread, o f  P op ery  hail driven him  into opposition

• L ysons, M agna B ritann ia  B erksh ire .
** London G aiette, N ot. 1 5 .16S8 ; Lu Ur ell's Diary.
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and rebellion . H e  was the  first peer o f  the realm  w ho m ade crup. 
his appearance at the quarters o f  the P rince o f  O range. V /  1688~~

B u t th e  K ing had less  to fear from  those  w ho opem y ar
rayed  them selves ngainst his au thority , than from  the dark  
conspiracy which had spread its ram ifications through his 
army and his fam ily. O f that conspiracy C hurchill, un
rivalled  in sagacity  and ad d ress , endow ed  by nature w ith a 
certain coo l intrepidity w hich never failed  him  either in 
fighting or ly in g , h igh  in  m ilitary rank, and high in the favour  
o f  the P rincess A n n e , m ust be regarded  as the  sou l. It was 
n o t y e t  tim e for him to strike the  decisive  b low . B ut even  
thus early h e  in flicted , by the instrum entality o f  a subor
dinate agent, a w ou n d , serious i f  n o t d ead ly , on the ro y a l  
cause .

Edw ard V iscoun t C ornbury, e ld est son  o f  the Earl o f  De,"o'( 
C larendon , w as a you n g  man o f  slend er a b ilitie s , loo se  prin- comburj. 
c ip le s , and v io len t tem per. H e  had b een  early taught to  
consider h is relationship  to the  P rincess A nne as the ground
w ork o f  his fo r tu n es , and had been  exh orted  to pay h er as
siduous court. I t  had never  occurred  to his father that the . 
hereditary loya lty  o f  the H yd es could  run any risk o f  con 
tam ination in the hou seh old  o f  the K in g’s favourite daughter: 
but in that hou seh old  the Churchills h eld  absolu te sw a y ; and  
Cornbury becam e their too l. H e com m anded one o f  the  
regim ents o f  dragoons which had b een  sent w estw ard. Such  
dispositions had b een  m ade th a t, on the  fourteenth  o f  N o 
vem b er, h e w a s, during a few  h ou rs, the senior officer at 
Salisbury, and all the troops assem bled  there w ere subject  
to  his authority. I t  seem s extraordinary that, at such a crisis, 
the arm y on w hich every th ing  d epended  should have been  
le f t ,  even  for a m om en t, under the com m and o f  a young  
C olonel who had n either ab ilities nor exp erien ce . T h ere  
can b e little  d ou b t that so strange an arrangem ent w as the  
resu lt o f  d eep  d esig n , and as little  d oubt to what head  and to  
w hat heart the d esign  is to  b e im p u te d ^ /

S u d den ly  three o f  the regim ents o f  cavalry w hich had  
assem bled  at Salisbury w ere ordered  to  m arch w estw ard.

• B u rn e t, i. 190.; L ife  o f  W illiam, 1J0S.
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c h a p .  Cornbury put h im se lf at their h ea d , and con d u cted  them  first 
■ ' i j j i i ' "  to B landford  and thence to D orch ester. From  D orchester, 

after a halt o f  an hour or tivo, they  se t out for A xm inster. 
Som e o f  the  officers b egan  to  b e u n easy , and dem anded an 
explanation  o f  these  strange m ovem ents. Cornbury rep lied  
that he had instructions to m ake a n ight attack on som e troops 
w hich the  P rin ce  o f  O range had p osted  at H on iton . B u t  
susp icion  w as aw ake. Search in g  questions w ere put, and w ere  
evasively answ ered . A t la st Cornbury was p ressed  to pro
duce his orders. H e  p erce iv ed , n ot on ly  that it w ould  be  
im possib le for him  to  carry over all the  three reg im en ts , as 
h e bad h o p ed , bu t that he was h im se lf in a situation o f  con
siderable peril. H e  accord ingly  sto le  aw ay w ith  a few  
fo llow ers to th e  D utch quarters. M ost o f  his troops returned  
to  Salisbury: but som e who had b een  detach ed  from  the main  
b o d y , and who had no suspicion  o f  th e  designs o f  their com 
m and er , p roceed ed  to  H on iton . T h ere  they found them 
se lves in the m idst o f  a large force w hich was fu lly  prepared  
to rece iv e  them . R esistan ce  w as im possib le. T h eir  leader  
p ressed  them  to take serv ice  under W illiam . A  gratu ity o f  a 
m onth’s pay was offered to th em , and w as by m ost o f  them  
a ccep ted .*  /

T h e  new s o f  th ese  events reach ed  L ondon  on the fifteenth. 
Jam es had b een  on  the m orning o f  that day in  h igh  g o o d  
hum our. B ishop  Lam plugh had ju st  presented  h im self at 
Court on h is arrival from E x e ter , and had b een  m o st gra
c iou sly  rece ived . “ M y L o r d ,”  said the K in g , “ you  are a 
genu ine o ld  C avalier.”  T h e  archbishopric o f  Y ork , which  
had now  b een  vacant m ore than two years and a h a lf, w as 
im m ediately  b estow ed  on Lam plugh as th e  reward o f  loya lty . 
T h a t a ftern oon , ju st  as the  K in g  was sitting dow n to  dinner, 
arrived an express w ith  the  tid in gs o f  Cornbury’s d efection . 
Jam es turned away from  his untasted m ea l, sw allow ed a crust 
o f  bread  and a  g lass o f  w ine, and retired  to  his c lo set. H e  
afterw ards learn ed  th a t, as h e  was rising from ta b le , several 
o f  the L ords in whom  h e rep osed  the  g rea test confidence w ere

* Clarke's Life of J a m e s ,  ii. 215,; Orig. M em .; B urnet, i. 190; 
C larendon’s D iary , Nov. 15.168$; London G a z e tte , Nov. 11.
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shaking hands and congratu lating each other in the  adjoining  
gallery. W hen the  new s was carried to the Q u een ’s apart
m ents she and her lad ies broke out into tears and lou d  cries 
o f  sorrow . *

T h e  b low  was in d eed  a heavy on e. It was true that the  
direct lo ss to the  crown and the direct gain  to the invaders 
hardly am ounted  to two hundred m en and as m any horses. 
B u t w here could  the K in g  henceforth  exp ect to find those  
sentim ents in w hich con sists the strength  o f  states and o f  
arm ies? Cornbury w as the  h eir o f  a house conspicuous for  
its  attachm ent to  m onarchy. H is father C larendon, his uncle  
R o ch ester , w ere m en w hose loya lty  w as supposed  to b e  
p ro o f to  all tem ptation . W hat m ust b e  the  strength  o f  that 
fee lin g  against w hich the m ost deep ly  rooted  hereditary pre
jud ices w ere o f  no ava il, o f  that fee lin g  which could  recon cile  
a young officer o f  h igh  birth to d esertion , aggravated  by  
breach  o f  trust and by gross fa lseh ood ?  T h at Cornbury was 
not a man o f  brilliant parts or enterprising tem per m ade the  
even t m ore alarm ing. It w as im possib le  to doubt that he had  
in  som e quarter a pow erful and artful prom pter. W ho that 
prom pter was soon  becam e ev id en t. In  the m eantim e no man 
in the royal camp could  fee l assured  that he was n ot sur
rounded  by traitors. P o litica l ran k , m ilitary rank , the  
honour o f  a noblem an, th e  honour o f  a so ld ier , the strongest 
professions, the  purest Cavalier b lood , cou ld  no lon ger  afford  
security . E very  m an m ight reasonably  doubt w hether every  
order which he rece iv ed  from  his superior w as n ot m eant to 
serve  the purposes o f  the enem y. T h a t prom pt ob ed ien ce  
w ithout w hich an army is m erely a rabble wa3 n ecessarily  a t an  
en d . W hat d iscip line cou ld  there be am ong so ld iers w ho had  
ju st b een  saved  from  a  snare by refusing to fo llow  their com 
m anding officer on a secret ex p ed ition , and by insisting on  a 
sig h t o f  his orders? /

Cornbury w as soon  k ep t in  countenance b y  a crowd o f  
deserters superior to him  in rank and capacity: b u t during  
a few  days h e  stood  alone in his sh am e, and w as b itterly

* Clarke's Life of Jam es, 11.218.: Clarendon’s D ia ry , Nov. 15. 1083; 
C illers, Nov. I | .

C U A P . 
_  I X . _  

I68S.
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C H A P . reviled by many who afterwards imitated his example and 
-jjjg— envied his dishonourable precedence. Among these was 

his own father. T he first outbreak o f Clarendon’s rage and 
sorrow was highly pathetic. “ Oh God I” he ejaculated, 
“ that a son o f  mine should be a reb el! ” A  fortnight later he 
made up his mind To be a rebel himself. Y et it would be 
unjust to pronounce him a mere hypocrite. In revolutions 
men live fast; the experience o f  years is crowded into hours: 
old habits o f  thought and action are violently broken; novel
ties, which at first sight inspire dread and disgust, become 
in a few days familiar, endurable, attractive. Many men 
o f  far purer virtue and higher spirit than Clarendon were pre
pared, before that memorable year ended, to do what they 
would have pronounced wicked and infamous when it began.

T he unhappy father composed him self as well as he could, 
and sent to ask a private audience o f the King. It was granted. 
James said, with more than his usual graciousness, that ho 
from his heart pitied Cornbury’s relations, and should not 
hold them at all accountable for the crime o f  their unworthy 
kinsman. Clarendon went hom e, scarcely daring to look his 
friends in the face. Soon, however, he learned with surprise 
th atth eact, which had, as he at first thought, for ever dis
honoured his family, was applauded by some persons o f  high 
station. His niece, the Princess o f  Denmark, asked him why 
he shut him self up. H e answered that he had been over
whelmed with confusion by his son’s villany. Anne seemed  
not at all to understand this feeling. “ P eop le ,” she said, “ are 
very uneasy about Popery. I believe that many o f  the army 
will do the sam e.” *

And now the K ing, greatly disturbed, called together the 
principal officers who were still in London. Churchill, who was 
about this time promoted to the rank o f  Lieutenant General, 
made his appearance with that bland serenity which neither 
peril nor infamy could ever disturb. T he m eeting was at
tended by Henry Fitzroy, Duke o f  Grafton, whose audacity 
and activity made him conspicuous among the natural children 
o f  Charles the Second. Grafton was colonel o f  the first re- 

• Clarendon's Diary, Nor. 15,10, 11,20. I6S8.
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g im en tof F o o t Guards. Ho seems to have been at this time CIJ£p. 
completely under Churchill’s influence, and was prepared to 1 
desert the royal standard as soon as the favourable moment 
should arrive. Two other traitors were in the circle, Kirke 
and Trelawney, who commanded those two fierce and lawless 
bands then known as the Tangier regiments. Both o f them  
had, like the other Protestant officers o f the army, long seen  
with extreme displeasure the partiality which the King had 
shown to members o f  his own Church; and Trelawney re
membered with bitter resentment the persecution o f his 
brother the Bishop o f  Bristol. James addressed the assembly 
in terms worthy o f  a better man and o f  a better cause. It 
might be, he said, that some o f the officers had conscientious 
scruples about fighting for him. I f  so,he was willing to receive 
back their commissions. But he adjured them as gentlemen 
and soldiers not to imitate the shameful example o f  Cornbury.
All seemed moved; and none more than Churchill. H e was 
the first to vow with well feigned enthusiasm that he would 
shed the last drop o f his blood in the service o f his gracious 
master: Grafton was loud and forward in similar protesta
tions; and the example was followed by Kirke and Tre
lawney.* /

Deceived by these professions, the K ing prepared to se tp elitioa 
out for Salisbury. Before his departure he was informed that J.orn/ror 
a considerable number o f peers, temporal and spiritual, d e - » rariu- 
sired to bo admitted to an audience. T hey cam e, with “enl' 
Sancroft at their head, to present a petition, praying that a 
free and legal Parliament might be called, and that a negotia
tion might be opened with the Prince o f Orange.

The history o f  this petition is curious. T he thought seems 
to have occurred at once to two great chiefs o f  parties who 
had long been rivals and enem ies, Rochester and Halifax.
T hey both , independently o f one another, consulted the 
Bishops. The Bishops warmly approved o f  the suggestion. It 
was then proposed that a general meeting o f  peers should be  
called to deliberate on the form o f  an address to the King. It 
was term tim e; and in terra time men o f rank and fashion then

* Clarke's Life of Jam es, ii. 219. Orig. Mem. 
Hacaiitaji, Historii. 111. 20
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lounged every day in W estminster Hall as they now lounge in 
the clubs o f  Pall Mall and Saint Jam es’s Street. Nothing 
could be easier than for the Lords who assembled there to 
step aside into some adjoining room and to hold a consulta
tion. But unexpected difficulties arose. Halifax became first 
cold and then adverse. It was his nature to discover ob
jections to everything; and on this occasion his sagacity was 
quickened by rivalry. T he schem e, which he had approved 
while he regarded it as his own, began to displease him as 
soon as he found that it was also the scheme o f R ochester, by 
whom he had been long thwarted and at length supplanted, 
and whom he disliked as much as it was in his easy nature to 
dislike anybody. Nottingham was at that time much under 
the influence o f  Halifax. T hey both declared that they would 
not jo in in  the address if  Rochester signed it. Clarendon ex
postulated in vain. “ I mean no disrespect,” said Halifax, 
“ to my Lord R ochester: but he has been a member o f  the 
Ecclesiastical Commission: the proceedings o f  that court 
must soon be the subject o f  a very serious inquiry; and it is 
not fit that one who has sate there should take any part in our 
proceedings.”  Nottingham , with strong expressions o f per
sonal esteem for Rochester, avowed the same opinion. T he  
authority o f the two dissentient Lords prevented several other 
noblemen from subscribing the address; but the H ydes and 
the Bishops persisted. N ineteen signatures were procured; 
and the petitioners waited in a body on the King.*

H e received their address ungraciously. H e assured th em /  
indeed, that he passionately desired the meeting o f  a free 
Parliament; and he promised them , on the faith o f  a King, 
that he would call one as soon as the Prince o f Orange should 
have left the island. “ B ut how,” said he, “ can a Parlia
ment be free when an enemy is in the kingdom , and can re
turn near a hundred votes?” T o  the prelates he spoke with 
peculiar acrimony. “ I  could not,” ho said, “ prevail on you 
the other day to declare against this invasion: but you are 
ready enough to declare against me. Then you would not 
meddlo with politics. You have no scruple about meddling 

• C larendon’s D iary , from Nor. 8. to Nor. 17.16SS.
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now. You have excited this rebellious tefnper-among your c h a p . 
flocks, and now you foment it. You would be betterem ployed — 
in teaching them how to obey than in teaching me how to 
govern.” H e was much incensed against his nephew Graf- /*-■ * '
ton, whose signature stood next to that o f  Sancroflt, and said <■ 
to the young man, with great asperity, “ You know nothing 
about religion; you care nothing about it; and yet, forsooth, 
you must pretend to have a conscience.”  “ I tis tr u e , Sir,” 
answered Grafton, with impudent frankness, “ that I have . , i 
very little conscience; but I belong to a party which has a 
great deal.” *

Bitter as was the King’s language to the petitioners, it was 
far less bitter than that which he held after they had with
drawn. H e had done, he said, far too much already in the 
hope o f  satisfying an undutiful and ungrateful people. H e had 
always hated the thought o f  concession: but he had suf
fered him self to be talked over; and now he, like his father c-—  ■ 
before him, had found that concession only made subjects 
more encroaching. H e would yield nothing m ore, not an 
atom, and, after his fashion, he vehem ently repeated many 
tim es, “ N ot an atom .” N ot only would he make no over- , 
tures to the invaders, but he would receive none. I f  the 
Dutch sent flags o f  truce, the first messenger should be dis
missed without an answer; the second should be hanged.** In The King 
such a mood James set out for Salisbury. His last act before |°J£b'°rj, 
his departure was to appoint a Council o f fivo Lords to repre
sent him in London during his absence. O f the five, two 
were Papists, and by law incapable o f office. Joined with 
them was Jeffreys, a Protestant indeed, but more detested by 
the nation than any Papist. T o  the other two members o f  this 
board, Preston and Godolphin, no serious objection could be 
made. On the day on which the King left London the Prince 
o f W ales was sent to Portsmouth. T hat fortress was strongly

* Clarke’s Life of Jan ie s , ii. 212. Orig. M em .; Clarendon’s Diary,
Nov. 1 1 .16S8; C itters, Nov. JS.; B urnet, i. 191.; Some Deflections upon 
the most Humble Petition to the King's m ost E ice llen t M ajesty, 1688;
Modest Vindication of the P e tition ; First Collection of Papers relating to 
English Affairs, 1CSS.

"  Adda, Nov. JJ. 168S.
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citAp. garrisoned, and was under the government o f Berwick. T he  
fleet commanded by Dartmouth lay close at hand: and it was 
supposed that, if  things went ill, the royal infant would, with
out difficulty, be convoyed from Portsmouth to France.* 1

On the nineteenth James reached Salisbury, and took up 
his quarters in the episcopal palace. Evil news was now fast 
pouring in upon him from all sides. T he western counties 
had at length risen. As soon as the news o f  Cornbury’s de
sertion was know n, many wealthy landowners took heart and 
hastened to Exeter. Among them was Sir William Portman 
o f Bryanstone, one o f  the greatest men in Dorsetshire, and 
Sir Francis Warre ofH estercom be, whose interest was great 
in Somersetshire.** But the m ost important o f the new comers 

S ey m o u r, was Seym our, who had recently inherited a baronetcy which 
added little to his dignity, and who, in birth, in political in
fluence, and in parliamentary abilities, was beyond compari
son the foremost among the Tory gentlem en o f  England. At 
his first audience he is said to have exhibited his characteristic 
pride in a way which surprised and amused the Prince. “ I 
think, Sir Edward,” said W illiam, meaning to be very civil, 
“ that you are o f  the family o f  the Duke o f  Som erset.”  “ Par
don me, Sir,” said Sir Edward, who never forgot that he was 
the head o f the elder branch o f the Seymours, “ the Duke of 
Somerset is o f my family.”  *** 

wimim T he quarters o f  William now began to present the ap- 
it cieier. pearancc o f  a court. More than sixty men o f  rank and for

tune were lodged at E xeter; and the daily display o f  rich 
liveries, and o f coaches drawn by six horses, in the Cathedral 
Close, gave to that quiet precinct something o f the splendour 
and gaiety o f W hitehall. The common people were eager to 
take arms; and it would have been easy to form many bat
talions o f infantry. B ut Schom berg, who thought little o f 
soldiers fresh from the plough, maintained that, if th e ex p e -

• Clarke's Life of Jam es, 220, 221.
”  Eacbard 's History of the Revolution.

• "  Seym our's reply to W illiam is related by many •writers. I t much 
resem bles a story which is told of the M anriqucz family. T hey , it is 
s a id , took Tor their device the w ords, “ Nos no descendemos de los 
lteyes, sino los Keyes descienden de nos.”  — Carpentariana.
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dition could not succeed without such help , It would not 
succeed at all: and William, who had as much professional — 
feeling as Schom bcrg, concurred in this opinion. Commis
sions therefore for raising new regiments were very sparingly 
given; and none but picked recruits were enlisted.

It was now thought desirable that the Prince should give a 
public reception to the whole body o f  noblemen and gentle
men who had assembled at Exeter. H e addressed them in a 
short but dignified and well considered speech. H e was not, 
he said, acquainted with the faces o f  all whom he saw. But 
he had a list o f  their names, and knew how high they stood in 
the estimation o f their country. Ho gently chid their tardi
ness, but expressed a confident hope that it was not yet too 
late to save the kingdom. “ T herefore,” he said, “ gentle
m en, friends, and fellow Protestants, we bid you and 
all your followers most heartily welcom e to our court and 
camp.” *

Seymour, a keen politician, long accustomed to the tactics 
of faction, saw in a moment that the party which had begun 
to rally round the Prince stood in need o f organization. It 
was as ye t, he said, a mere rope o f  sand: no common object 
had been publicly and formally avow ed: nobody was pledged  
to anything. As soon as the assembly at the Deanery broke 
up, he sent for Burnet, and suggested that an association 
should bo form ed, and that all the English adherents o f  the 
Prince should put their hands to an instrument binding them 
to be true to their leader and to each other. Burnet carried 
the suggestion to the Prince and to Shrewsbury, by both of  
whom it was approved. A meeting was held in the Cathedral.
A short paper drawn up by Burnet was produced, approved, 
and eagerly signed. T he subscribers engaged to pursue in 
concert the objects set forth in the Prince’s Declaration; to 
stand by him and by each other; to take signal vengeance on 
all who should make any attempt on his person; and, even if  
such an attempt should unhappily succeed, to persist in their

* Fourth Collection of P ap ers , 1688; L etter from  E xon.; Burnet.
1. 792.
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chap. undertaking till the liberties and the religion o f  the nation 
168̂  should be effectually secured.*

About the same time a m essenger arrived at Exeter from 
the Earl o f  B ath , who commanded at Plymouth. Bath de
clared that he placed him self, his troops, and the fortress 
which he governed at the Prince’s disposal. The invaders 
therefore had now not a single enemy in their rear. ** 

inaurrec- W hile the W est was thus rising to confront the K ing, the 
iio». North was all in a ilame behind him. On the sixteenth Dela- 

mere took arms in Cheshire. H e convoked his tenants, called 
upon them to standby him, promised that, if  they fell in the 
cause, their leases should be renewed to their children, and 
exhorted every one who had a good horse either to take the 
field or to provide a substitute.*** H e appeared at Manchester 
with fifty men armed and m ounted, and his force had trebled  
before he reached Boadcn Downs.

T he neighbouring counties were violently agitated. It had 
been arranged that Danby should seize York, and that D e
vonshire should appear at Nottingham. A t Nottingham no 
resistance was anticipated. B ut at York there was a small 
garrison under the command o f  Sir John Reresby. Danby  
acted with rare dexterity. A  meeting o f the gentry and free
holders o f Yorkshire had been summoned for the twenty- 
second o f  Novem ber to address the K ing on the state o f  af
fairs. A ll the Deputy Lieutenants o f  the three Ridings, se
veral noblem en, and a multitude o f opulent esquires and sub
stantial yeomen had been attracted to the provincial capital. 
Four troops o f militia had been drawn out under arms to pre
serve the public peace. T he Common Hall was crowded with 
freeholders, and the discussion had begun, when a cry was 
suddenly raised that the Papists were up, and were slaying 
the Protestants. T he Papists o f  York were much more likely 
to bo employed in seeking for hiding places than in attacking 
enemies who outnumbered them in the proportion o f  a hun-

* B urnet, 1. 192.; History of the D esertion; Second Collection of 
Papers, 16SS.

'* Letter of Bath to the Prince of O range, Nov. 18.1688; Dalrympie.
M* F irst Collection of Papers, 1683; London G aictte, Nov. 22.
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dred to one. But at that time no story o f Popish atrocity c h a p . 

could be so wild and marvellous as not to find ready belief. ■ ;6Ŝ  
The meeting separated in dismay. T he whole city was in con
fusion. At this moment Danby at the head o f  about a hun
dred horsemen rode up to the militia, and raised the cry “ No  
Popery! A free Parliament! T he Protestant religion I ” The  
militia echoed the shout. T he garrison was instantly sur
prised and disarmed. T he governor was placed under arrest.
The gates were closed. Sentinels were posted everywhere.
The populace was suffered to pull down a Roman Catholic 
chapel; but no other harm appears to have been done. On 
the following morning the Guildhall was crowded with the first 
gentlemen o f  the shire, and with the principal magistrates o f  
the city. The Lord Mayor was placed in the chair. Danby 
proposed a Declaration setting forth the reasons which had 
induced the friends o f the constitution and o f the Protestant 
religion to rise in arms. This Declaration was eagerly adopt
ed, and received in a few hours the signatures o f  six peers, 
of five baronets, o f  six knights, and o f many gentlemen of 
high consideration.*

Devonshire meantime, at the head o f a great body of  
friends and dependents, quitted the palace which he was 
rearing at Chatsworth, and appeared in arms at Derby. There 
he formally delivered to the municipal authorities a paper 
setting forth the reasons which had moved him to this enter
prise. H e then proceeded to Nottingham , which soon be
came the head quarters o f the Northern insurrection. Here a 
proclamation was put forth couched in bold and severe terms.
The name o f  rebellion, it was said, was a bugbear which 
could frighten no reasonable man. Was it rebellion to defend  
those laws and that religion which every K ing o f  England  
bound him self by oath to maintain? How that oath had lately 
been observed was a question on which, it was to be hoped, 
a free Parliament would soon pronounce. In the meantime, 
the insurgents declared that they held it to be not rebellion, 
but legitimate se lf defence, to resist a tyrant who knew no law 
but his own will. T he Northern rising became every day 

’ R cresby’s M em oirs; Clarke’s Life of Jam es ii. 231. Orig. Mem.
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more formidable. Four powerful and wealthy E arls, Man- 
cliester, Stamford, Rutland, and Chesterfield, repaired to 
Nottingham, and were joined there by Lord Cholmondley 
and by Lord Grey de Ruthyn.*

A ll this time the hostile armies in the south were approach
ing each other. T he Prince o f  Orange, when he learned 
that tho King had arrived at Salisbury, thought it time to 
leave Exeter. H e placed that city and the surrounding country 
under the government o f Sir Edward Seymour, and set out 
on W ednesday the twenty-first o f  Novem ber, escorted by 
many o f  tho most considerable gentlemen o f  the western 
counties, for Axminster, where he remained several days.

T he King was eager to fight; and it was obviously his in
terest to do so. Every hour took away something from his 
own strength, and added something to the strength o f  his 
enemies. It was m ost important, too , that his troops should 
be blooded. A  great battle, however it might terminate, 
could not but injure the Prince’s popularity. A ll this William 
perfectly understood, and determined to avoid an action as 
long as possible. It is said that, when Scliomberg was told 
that the enemy were advancing and were determined to fight, 
he answered, with the composure o f a tactician confident in 
his sk ill, “ T hat will be just as we may choose.” It was, 
however, impossible to prevent all skirmishing between the 
advanced guards o f  the armies. William was desirous that in 
such skirmishing nothing might happen which could wound 
the pride or rouse the vindictive feelings o f  the nation which 
he meant to deliver. H e therefore, with admirable prudence, 
placed his British regiments in the situations where there was 
most risk o f  collision. T he outposts o f the royal army were 
Irish. T he consequence was that, in the little combats o f  
this short campaign, the invaders had on their side the hearty 
sympathy o f all Englishmen.

T he first o f  these encounters took place at Wincanton. 
Mackay’s regim ent, com posed o f  British soldiers, lay near a 
body o f  the King’s Irish troops, commanded by their country -

* Cibber’s Apology; History of the D esertion; L ultrell’s D iary; 
Second Collection of Papers, 168S.
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man, the gallant Sarsficld. Mackay sent out a small party- 
under a lieutenant named Campbell, to procure horses for 
the baggage. Campbell found what he wanted at Wincanton, 
and was just leaving that town on his return, when a strong 
detachment o f  Sarsfield’s troops approached. T he Irish were 
four to one: but Campbell resolved to fight it out to the last. 
W ith a handful o f  resolute men he took his stand in the road. 
T he rest o f  his soldiers lined the hedges which overhung the 
highway on the right and on the left. The enemy came up. 
“ Stand,”  cried Campbell: “ for whom arc yo u ? ” “ I am for 
King Jam es,” answered the leader o f  the other party. “And 
I for the Prince o f  O range,”  cried Campbell. “ W e will 
prince y o u ,”  answered the Irishman with a curse. “ F ire !” 
exclaimed Campbell; and a sharp fire was instantly poured 
in from both the hedges. T he King's troops received three 
well aimed volleys before they could make any return. At 
length they succeeded in carrying one o f  the hedges; and 
would have overpowered the little band which was opposed to 
them , had not the country- people, who mortally hated the 
Irish, given a false alarm that more o f  the Prince’s troops 
were coming up. Sarsficld recalled his men and fell back; 
and Campbell proceeded on his march unmolested with the 
baggage horses. This affair, creditable undoubtedly to the 
valour and discipline o f  the Prince’s army was magnified by 
report into a victory won against great odds by British Pro
testants over Popish barbarians who had been brought from 
Connaught to oppress our island.*

A few hours after this skirmish an event took place which 
put an end to all risk o f  a more serious struggle between tho 
armies. Churchill and some o f his principal accomplices were 
assembled at Salisbury. Two o f the conspirators, Kirke and 
Trelawney, had proceeded to Warminster, where their regi
ments were posted. All was ripe for the execution o f the long 
meditated treason.

Churchill advised the K ing to visit W arminster, and to in
spect the troops stationed there. James assented; and his

C H A r .
i i .

IMS.

• W hittle's D iary; History of the D esertion; L uttrc ll’s Diary.
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c h a p .  coach was at t h e  door o f  the episcopal palace when his nose 
~ itsi'~  began to bleed violently. H e was forced to postpone his ex

pedition and to put him self under medical treatment. Three 
days elapsed before the hemorrhage was entirely subdued; 
and during those three days alarming rumours reached his 
ears.

It was impossible that a conspiracy so widely spread as 
that o f  which Churchill was the head could be kept altogether 
secret. There was no evidence which could be laid before a 
jury or a court martial: but strange whispers wandered about 
the camp. Feversham , who held the chief command, re
ported that there was a bad spirit in the- army. It was hinted 
to the King that some who were near his person were not 
his friends, and that it would be a wise precaution to send 
Churchill and Grafton under a guard toPortsm outh. James re
jected  this counsel. A propensity to suspicion was not among 
his vices. Indeed the confidence which he reposed in profes
sions o f  fidelity and attachment was such as might rather have 
been expected from a good-hearted and inexperienced strip
ling that from a politician who was far advanced in life , who 
had seen much o f the world, who had suffered much from 
villanous arts, and whose own character was by no means a 
favourable specimen o f human nature. It would be difficult 
to mention any other man w ho, having him self so little scruple 
about breaking faith, was so slow to believo that his neigh
bours could break faith with him. Nevertheless the reports 
which he had received o f the state o f  his army disturbed him 
greatly. H e was now no longer impatient for a battle. H e  
even began to think o f retreating. On the evening o f  Satur
day, the twenty-fourth o f N ovem ber, he called a council o f 
war. T he meeting was attended by those officers against 
whom he had been most earnestly cautioned. Feversham ex
pressed an opinion that it was desirable to fall back. Churchill 
argued on the other side. T he consultation lasted till mid
night. A t length the King declared that he had decided for a 

Desertion retreat. Churchill saw or imagined that he was distrusted, 
chare hilt and, though gifted with a rare se lf command, could not con-
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ceal his uneasiness. Before the day broke he fled to the ^ ap. 
Prince’s quarters, accompanied by Grafton.* I68̂

Churchill left behind him a letter o f  explanation. It -was«"1* 
■written with that decorum which he never failed to preserve in ra ' 
the midst o f  guilt and dishonour. H e acknowledged that he 
owed everything to the royal favour. Interest, he said, and 
gratitude impelled him in the same direction. Under no other 
government could he hope to be so great and prosperous as he 
had been: but all such considerations must yield to a para
mount duty. H e was a Protestant; and he could not con
scientiously draw his sword against the Protestant cause.
As to the rest he would ever be ready to hazard life and for
tune in defence o f the sacred person and o f the lawful rights 
o f his gracious master.**

N ext morning all was confusion in the royal camp. The  
K ing’s friends were in dismay. His enemies could not conceal 
their exultation. T he consternation o f  Jam es was increased 
by news which arrived on the same day from Warminster. 
K irke, who commanded at that post, had refused to obey 
orders which he had received from Salisbury. There could 
no longer be any doubt that ho too was in league with the 
Prince o f Orange. It was rumoured that ho had actually gone  
over with all his troops to the enemy: and the rumour, though 
fa lse , was, during some hours, fully believed.*** A  new 
light flashed on the mind o f the unhappy King. H e thought 
that he understood why he had been pressed, a few days 
before, to visit Warminster. There he would have found 
him self helpless, at the mercy o f  the conspirators, and in the 
vicinity o f  the hostile outposts. T hose who might have at
tempted to defend him would have been easily overpowered.
He would have been carried a prisoner to the head quarters o f  
the invading army. Perhaps some still blacker treason might

* C la rke’s L ife o f  Jam es, ii. 121. Orig. M em .; Barillon, 1G8S;
Sheridan MS.

"  F irs t C o llec tion  o f P a p e rs , 16SS.
*•* L etter from Middleton to P res ton , dated Salisbury , Nov. 24. 

“ Villany upon v illany,” says M iddleton, “ the last still g reater than tbo 
form er.” Clarke’s Life of Jam es, ii. 22«, 22S. Orig. Mem.
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c i u p .  have been committed; for men who have once engaged in a 
~ '' wicked and perilous enterprise are no longer their own

m asters, and are often im pelled, by a fatality which is part 
o f  their just punishment, to crimes such as they would at first 
have shuddered to contemplate. Surely it was not without 
the special intervention o f som e guardian Saint that a King 
devoted to the Catholic Church had , at the very moment 
when he was blindly hastening to captivity, perhaps to death, 
been suddenly arrested by what he had then thought a disas
trous malady.

R e tre a to f  All these things confirmed James in the resolution which 
trnifron *10 taken on the preceding evening. Orders were given  
Salisbury, for an immediate retreat. Salisbury was in an uproar. T he  

camp broke up with the confusion o f a flight. N o man knew 
whom to trust or whom to obey. T he material strength o f  the 
army was little diminished: but its moral strength had been 
destroyed. Many whom shame would have restrained from 
leading the way to the Prince’s quarters were eager to imitate 
an example which they never would have set; and many, who 
would have stood by their King while he appeared to be re
solutely advancing against the invaders, felt no inclination to 
follow a receding standard. *

James went that day as far as Andover. He was attended  
by his son-in-law Prince George, and by the Duke o f Ormond. 
Both were among the conspirators, and would probably have 
accompanied Churchill, had he not, inconsequence o f what 
had passed at the council o f  war, thought it expedient to take 
his departure suddenly. The impenetrable stupidity o f  
Prince George served his turn on this occasion better than 
cunning would have done. It was his habit, when any news 
was told him , to exclaim in French, “ E st-il-possib le?” “ Is 
it possib le?” This catchword was now o f  great use to him. 
“ Est-il-possible?” he cried , when he had been made to 
understand that Churchill and Grafton were missing. And 
when the ill tidings came from W arminster, he again ejacu
lated , “ Est-il-possible ? "

• History of the D esertion; LutlreU's Diary.
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Prince George and Ormond were invited to sup with the c^ r- 
King at Andover. T he meal must have been a sad one. T he ■ 1683;~  
King was overwhelmed by his misfortunes. His son-in-law Desertion 
was the dullest o f companions. “ I have tried Prince George g ™ " *  
sober,” said Charles the Second; “ and I have tried him*nd 
drunk; and, drunk or sober, there is nothing in h im .” * rmon'“ 
Ormond, who was through life taciturn and bashful, was not 
likely to be in high spirits at such a moment. A t length the 
repast terminated. T he  King retired to rest. Horses were 
in waiting for the Prince and Ormond, who, as soon as they 
left the table, mounted and rode oft'. T hey were accompanied 
by the Earl o f  Drumlanrig, eldest son of the Duke o f Queens- 
herry. T he defection o f  this young nobleman was no in
significant event. For Queensberry was the head o f  the 
Protestant Episcopalians o f  Scotland, a class compared with 
whom the bitterest English Tories might be called W higgish; 
and Drumlanrig him self was Lieutenant Colonel o f  D undee’s 
regim ent, a band more detested by the Whigs than even 
Kirke’s lambs. This fresh calamity was announced to the  
King on the following morning. H e was less disturbed by 
the news than might have been expected. T he shock which 
he had undergone twenty-four hours before had prepared him 
for almost any disaster; and it was impossible to be seriously 
angry with Prince G eorge, who was hardly an accountable 
being , for having yielded to the arts o f  such a tempter as 
Churchill. “ W h a tl” said Jam es, “ Is Est-il-possiblo gone 
too? After a ll, a good trooper would have been a greater 
lo ss.” ** In truth the K ing’s whole anger seem s, at this time, 
to have been concentrated, and not without cause, on one 
object. H e set off for L ondon, breathing vengeance against 
Churchill, and learned, on arriving, a new crime o f  the 
arch deceiver. T he Princess Anne had been some hours 
missing.

A nne, who had no will but that o f  the Churchills, had™i£*r[°j 
been induced by them to notify under her own hand to ce«*Anae.

* D artm outh’s note on Burnet, I. 613.
"  Clarendon’s D iarjr, N or. 29.; C la rk e 's  Life of Jam e s , ii. 224.;

Prince George's le tte r to the King has often been printed.
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less.
'William, a week before, her approbation o f  his enterprise. 
She assured him that she was entirely in the hands o f  her 
friends, and that she would remain in the palace, or take 
refuge in the City, as they might determine.* On Sunday 
the twenty-fifth o f  Novem ber, sh e, and those who thought 
for her, were under the necessity o f  coming to a sudden 
resolution. T hat afternoon a courier from Salisbury brought 
tidings that Churchill had disappeared, that he had been  
accompanied by Grafton, that Kirke had proved false, and 
that the royal forces were in full retreat. There was, as 
usually happened when great new s, good or bad, arrived in 
town, an immense crowd that evening in the galleries o f  
W hitehall. Curiosity and anxiety sate on every face. Tho 
Queen broke forth into natural expressions o f  indignation 
against the ch ief traitor, and did not altogether spare his too 
partial mistress. T he sentinels were doubled round that part 
o f  the palace which Anne occupied. T he Princess was in 
dismay. In a few hours her father would be at W estminster. 
It was not likely that he would treat her personally with 
severity; but that he would permit her any longer to enjoy 
the society o f her friend was not to be hoped. It could hardly 
be doubted that Sarah would be placed under arrest and 
would be subjected to a strict examination by shrewd and 
rigorous inquisitors. Her papers would be seized. Perhaps 
evidence affecting her life might be discovered. I f  so the 
worst might well be dreaded. The vengeance o f the im
placable King knew no distinction o f  sex. For offences much 
smaller than those which might probably be brought home to 
Lady Churchill he had sent women to the scaffold and the 
stake. Strong affection braced the feeble mind o f  the Prin
cess. There was no tie which she would not break, no risk 
which she would not run, for the object o f  her idolatrous 
affection. “ I will jump out o f  the window,” she cried, “ rather 
than be found here by my father.”  T he favourite undertook 
to manage an escape. She communicated in all haste with 
some o f the chiefs o f  the conspiracy. In a few hours every 
thing was arranged. That evening Anne retired to her 

• The letter, dated Nov. 18., will be found in Dalryraple.
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chamber as usual. A t dead o f  night she rose, and, accom- chap. 
panied by her friend Sarah and two other female attendants, 168g 
stole down the back stairs in a dressing gown and slippers.
T he fugitives gained the open street unchallenged. A hack
ney coach was in waiting for them there. Two men guarded 
the humble vehicle. One o f  them was Compton, Bishop of  
London, the Princess’s old tutor: the other was the magni
ficent and accomplished D orset, whom the extremity o f  the 
public danger had roused from his luxurious repose. T he , 
coach drove instantly to Aldersgate Street, where the town 
residence o f  the Bishops o f  London then stood , within the 
shadow o f their Cathedral. There the Princess passed the 
night. On the following morning she set out for Epping 
Forest. In that wild tract D orset possessed a venerable man
sion, which has long since been destroyed. In his hospitable 
dwelling, the favourite resort, during many years, o f  wits 
and poets, the fugitives made a  short stay. T hey could not 
safely attempt to reach W illiam’s quarters; for the road 
thither lay through a country occupied by the royal forces.
It was therefore determined that Anne should take refuge 
with the northern insurgents. Compton wholly laid aside, 
for the tim e, his sacerdotal character. Danger and conflict 
had rekindled in him all the military’ ardour which he had felt 
twenty-eight years before, when he rode in the Life Guards.
H e preceded the Princess’s carriage in a buff coat and jack
boots, with a sword at his side and pistols in his holsters.
Long before she reached Nottingham , she was surrounded by 
a body guard o f  gentlemen who volunteered to escort her.
T hey invited the Bishop to act as their colonel; and he con
sented with an alacrity which gave great scandal to rigid 
Churchmen, and did not much raise his character even in the 
opinion o f  W higs. *

W hen, on the morning o f the twenty-sixth, Anne’s apart-

* Clarendon’s D iary , Nov. 25 , 2 6 .168S; C itters, ; Ellis Cor
respondence, Dec. 19.; Duchess oT M arlborough's V indication; Burnet,
i. 192.; Compton to the Prince of O range, Dec. 2. 1688, in Dalrymple.
The Bishop's m ilitary costum e is mentioned in innum erable pam phlets 
and lam poons.
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C ouncil 
o f  Lord* 
beltl h j  
James.

m eat was found empty, the consternation was great in W hite
hall. W hile the Ladies o f  her Bedchamber ran up and down 
the courts o f  the palace, screaming and wringing their hands, 
while Lord Craven, who commanded the Foot Guards, was 
questioning the sentinels in the gallery, while the Chancellor 
was sealing up the papers o f  the Churchills, the Princess’s 
nurse broke into the royal apartments crying out that the dear 
Indy had been murdered by the Papists. T he  news flew to 
Westminster Hall. There the story was that Her Highness 
had been hurried away by force to a place o f  confinement. 
W hen it could no longer be denied that her flight had been  
voluntary, numerous fictions were invented to account for it. 
She had been grossly insulted; she had been threatened; nay, 
though she was in that situation in which woman is entitled to 
peculiar tenderness, she had been beaten by her cruel step
mother. T he populace, which years o f  misrule had made 
suspicious and irritable, was so much excited by these calum
nies that the Queen was scarcely safe. Many Roman Ca
tholics, and some Protestant Tories whose loyalty was proof 
to alt trials, repaired to the palace that they might be in rea
diness to defend her in the event o f  an outbreak. In the midst 
o f this distress and terror arrived the news o f  Prince G eorge’s 
flight. T he courier who brought these evil tidings was fast 
followed by the K ing himself. T he evening was closing in 
when James arrived, and was informed that his daughter had  
disappeared. After all that he had suffered, this affliction 
forced a cry o f  misery from his lips. “ God help me, ” he 
said; “ my own children have forsaken m e .” *

T hat evening he sate in Council with his principal minis
ters till a late hour. It was determined that he should sum
mon all the Lords Spiritual and Temporal who were then in 
London to attend him on the following day, and that he should 
solemnly ask their advice. Accordingly, on the afternoon of  
Tuesday the twenty-seventh, the Lords m et in the dining 
room o f  the palace. The assembly consisted o f  nine prelates

* D artm outh 's note on liurnet, i.792 .; Citters, *688; Clarke’s
Life of Jam es , ii. 226. Orig. Stem .; Clarendon's D iary , Nov. 26.; 
devolution Politics.
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and between thirty and forty secular nob les, all Protestants, c h a p .  

T he two Secretaries o f  State, M iddleton and Preston, though ^  
not peers o f  England, were in attendance. T he King him self 
presided. T he traces o f severe bodily and mental suffering 
were discernible in his countenance and deportment. H e  
opened the proceedings by referring to the petition which had 
been put into his hands just before he set out for Salisbury.
T he prayer o f that petition was that he would convoke a free 
Parliament. Situated as he then was, he had not, he said, 
thought it right to comply. But, during liis absence from 
London, great changes had taken place. He had also ob
served that his people everywhere seemed anxious that the 
H ouses should m eet. He had therefore commanded the 

, attendance o f  his faithful P eers, in order to ask their counsel.
For a time there was silence. Then Oxford, whose pedi

gree, unrivalled in antiquity and splendour, gave him a kind 
o f primacy in the m eeting, said that in his opinion those Lords 
who had signed the petition to which His Majesty had referred 
ought now to explain their views.

T hese words called up Rochester. H e defended the pe
tition , and declared that he still saw no hope for the throne or 
the country but in a Parliament. H e would not, he said, ven
ture to affirm that, in so disastrous an extrem ity, even that 
remedy would be efficacious: but he had no other remedy to 
propose. He added that it might be advisable to open a ne
gotiation with the Prince o f  Orange. Jeffreys and Go- 
dolphin followed; and both declared that they agreed with 
Rochester.

T hen Clarendon rose, and , to the astonishment o f all who 
remembered his loud professions o f  loyalty, and the agony o f  
shame and sorrow into which he had been thrown, only a few 
days before, by the news o f  his son’s defection, broke forth 
into a vehement invective against tyranny and Popery. “Even 
n o w ,” he said, “ His M ajesty is raising in London a regiment 
into which no Protestant is adm itted.”  “ That is not true,” 
cried Jam es, in great agitation from the head o f the board. 
Clarendon persisted, and left this offensive topic only to pass 
to a topic still more offensive. He accused the unfortunate 

Macaulay, History. III. 21
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c i i a p .  K in g o f  pusillanim ity. W hy retreat from Salisbury? W hy  
1698. not tr7  ^ e  even t o f  a b attle?  Could p eop le  bo blam ed for  

subm itting to the in vad er w hen they  saw their sovereign  run 
away at the  head  o f  his army? Jam es felt these insults keen ly , 
and rem em bered  them  lon g . In d eed  even  W higs thought tho 
language o f  C larendon in d ecen t and ungenerous. H alifax  
sp ok e in a very  d ifferent to n e . D uring  several years o f  peril 
he had d efen d ed  w ith adm irable ab ility  the  civil and e c c le 
siastical constitution  o f  h is country against the p rerogative. 
B u t his seren e in te lle c t, singularly unsusceptib le o f  enthu
siasm , and singularly averse to extrem es, began  to lean  to
w ards the cause o f  royalty  at the very  m om ent at w hich  those  
noisy  R oyalists w ho had la tely  execrated  the Trim m ers as 
little  b etter  than reb els w ere everyw here r is in g  in reb ellion . 
I t  was his am bition to b e , at this conjuncture, the  peacem aker  
betw oen  tho throne and th e  nation . H is talents and cha
racter fitted him for that o f f ic e ; an d , i f  he fa ile d , the failure is 
to bo ascribed to causes against which no human skill could  
con ten d , and chiefly to the fo lly , fa ith lessn ess , and obstinacy  
o f  th e  P rince  whom  h e  tried  to save .

H alifax  now  gave utterance to m uch unpalatable tru th , but 
w ith a d elicacy w hich brought on him th e  reproach o f  flattery  
from  spirits too  ab ject to understand that w hat w ould  ju stly  be  
ca lled  flattery w hen offered to the pow erful is a  d eb t o f  hu
m anity to the fa llen . W ith m any expressions o f  sym pathy and 
d eferen ce , h e  d eclared  it to  be his opinion that the  K ing m ust 
m ake up h is m ind to great sacrifices. I t  w as n ot enough to 
convoke a Parliam ent or to open  a n egotiation  w ith the  
P rince o f  O range. S o m e at least o f  the grievances o f  
which the nation com plained  should be instantly red ress
ed  w ithout w aiting till redress w as dem anded  b y  the 
H o u ses or b y  the  captain o f  the h ostile  arm y. N ottingham , 
in language equally resp ectfu l, declared  that he agreed  with 
H alifax . T h e  ch ie f  con cession s w hich these  L ords pressed  
the K ing to  m ake w ere three. H e o u g h t , they  sa id , forthw ith  
to  dism iss all R om an C atholics from  o ffice , to separate h im self 
w holly  from  F ra n ce , and to grant an unlim ited am nesty to 
those  w ho w ere in arms against him . T h e  last o f  these propo-
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sitions, it should  se em , adm itted o f  no d ispute. F o r , though CI]JP' 
som e o f  those  w ho w ere banded  togeth er against the K ing had — —  
acted tow ards him  in a m anner which m ight not unreasonably  
excite  his b itter resen tm en t, it was m ore lik ely  that he w ould  
soon  b e  at their m ercy than that they w ould  ever  be a t h is.
I t  w ould have been  childish  to open  a  n egotiation  with W il
liam , and y e t to d enounce ven gean ce against m en whom W il
liam could  not w ithout infam y abandon. B ut the  clouded  
understanding and im placable tem per o f  Jam es held  out lon g  
against th e  argum ents o f  those who laboured to convince him  
that it w ould be w ise to pardon offences which h e  could  n ot  
punish. “ I  cannot do i t , ”  he excla im ed . “ I m ust m ake ex
am ples, Churchill above a ll; Churchill whom  I raised so  high .
H e and he alone has done all this. H e  has corrupted my 
army. H e  has corrupted my ch ild . H e w ould have put m e  
into the hands o f  the P rin ce  o f  O ran ge, but for G o d ’s specia l 
p rovidence. M y L o rd s, you  are strangely  anxious for the  
safety  o f  traitors. N o n e  o f  y o u  troubles h im self about my 
safety. ”  In  answ er to this burst o f  im potent anger, those  who  
had recom m ended  the am nesty rep resen ted  with profound  
resp ect, but w ith firm ness, that a  prince attacked  by pow erful 
enem ies can be safe only by con q u erin g  or by conciliating.
“ I f  your M ajesty , after a ll that has h ap p en ed , has still any  
hope o f  safety  in arm s, w e have d on e: but i f  n o t, you can be  
safe on ly  by regain ing the affections o f  you r p eop le . ”  A fter  
lon g  and anim ated debate the K in g  broke up th e  m eeting.
“ My L o r d s ,”  he sa id , “ you  have used  great freed om : b u t l  
do n ot take it ill o f  you . I have m ade up m y m ind on  one  
point. I shall call a  P arliam ent. T h e  o ther  su ggestions  
w hich have been  offered  are o f  grave im portance; and you  
w ill not b e  surprised that I take a night to reflect on them  
b efore I d e c id e .” *

* Clarke’s L ife o f  Jam es, ii. 236. Orig. M ero.; B urnet, 1 .194 .;
L utlreil’s D iary; C la ren d o n 's  D iary , Nov. 27. I6 8 S ;  C itters, j ?  an<*
N o v , 3 0 ,

Dec. 10,
Citters evidently had his intelligence from one of the Lords who 

were present. As the m atte r is im portan t, I will give two sho rt passages 
from his despatches. The King sa id , “ D at het by na voor hem

21 *
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1683.

l i e  a p 
po in ts 
C o m m i s 
s i o n e r s  t o  
t r e a t  w i t h  
W i l l i a m .

A t first Jam es seem ed  d isposed  to  m ake exce llen t use o f  
the  tim e which he had taken for consideration . T h e  Chan
cellor was d irected  to issue writs convoking a Parliam ent for 
the thirteenth o f  January. H alifax  was sent for to the c loset, 
had a lo n g  a u d ien ce , and spoke with m uch m ore freedom  than 
he had thought it decorous to use in the presen ce o f  a large  
assem bly. H e  was inform ed that he had b een  appointed  a 
Com m issioner to treat with the P rince o f  O range. W ith him  
were jo in ed  N ottingham  and G odolphin . T h e  K in g  declared  
that he w as prepared to m ake great sacrifices for the sake o f  
p ea ce . H alifax answ ered that great sacrifices w ould doubt
less b e  required . “ Y our M a jesty ,” he said, “ m ust n o t exp ect  
that those  w ho have the pow er in their hands will consent to  
any term s which w ould  leave the laws at the  m ercy o f  the pre
ro g a tiv e .”  W ith  this d istinct explanation  o f  his v iew s , he 
accep ted  th e  Com m ission w hich the K in g  w ished  him  to 
u ndertake.*  T h e  concessions w hich a few  hours before had  
b een  so obstinately  refused  w ere now  m ade in the m ost liberal 
m anner. A  proclam ation was put forth by w hich the K ing  
n ot on ly  granted  a  free pardon to all who w ere in reb ellion  
against h im , but d eclared  them  elig ib le  to b e  m em bers o f  the  
approaching P arliam ent. It was n ot even  required  as a 
condition  o f  e lig ib ility  that they  should lay  dow n their arm s.

unmogelyck was te panloncren persooaen wie so hoog in syn rrguarde 
schuldig slondcn, vooral seer uylvarcndc jegens den Lord Churchill, 
wien by hadde grool gem aakt, en nogtans meynde de eenigsle oorsake 
van alle dese deserlie cn van dc re lra ite  van hare  Coning ycke 
Hoogbcden te wesen.” One of ihe lo rd s , probably Halifax or hiouing- 
b am , “ seer badde geurgcert op de securiteyt van dc lords d ie n u  m et 
syn llooghcyt gecngageert slaan . Soo boor ick ,”  says C illers, “ dal 
ayn M ajesleyl onder anderen soude gcsegl hebben ; ‘Men sprcekt al 
voor dc eecuriteyl voor andere , en niet voor dc myne.' W aar op een 
der Pairs resolut dan m et grool respeci sonde geanlwoordt hebben 
d a l,  soo sype M ajesteyt's wapenen in Staat waren om hem le connen 
m ain iencren , dat dan sulk sync securilcyte koude wesen; soo n ic t, en 
soo de difficuUeyl dan nog le surm onteren w as, dat het den moesle 
geschieden door de inecste condescendancc, en hoe m ccr die w as, en 
hy genegen om aan de natic contenlem enl te geven, dat syne secu rlle jt 
ook des te grooter soude wesen."

• Letter of the bishop of St. Asaph to the Prince of O range, Dec. 17.
tess.
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T h e  sam e G azette w hich announced  that the H ou ses were c h a p . 

about to m eet contained  a notification that S ir Edw ard H ales, ■ 
w h o, as a P a p is t, as a ren eg a d e , as the forem ost cham pion o f  
the d isp en sin g  p o w er , and as the harsh gaoler o f  the B ish ops, 
was one o f  the m ost unpopular m en in the realm , had ceased  
to be L ieutenant o f  the T o w e r , and had been  su cceed ed  by  
his late prisoner, B e v il S k e lto n , w h o , though he h eld  no high  
place in the  esteem  o f  his countrym en, was at least n ot d is
qualified by law for public trust.*

B u t these  con cession s w ere m eant on ly  to blind  the  L ords Tl','
. . .  *  g o t i a t i o n

and the nation to the  K in g ’s real d esign s. H e had secretly  a fe in t, 

determ ined  that, even  in this extrem ity', h e  w ould y ie ld  no
thing. On the very day on w hich h e  issued  the proclam ation  
o f  am nesty , h e  fu lly  exp la ined  his in tentions to  B arillon .
“ T h is n eg o tia tio n ,"  said J a m es, “ is a m ere fe in t. I m ust 
send  com m issioners to m y n ep h ew , that I  m ay gain  tim e to  
ship oil' m y wife and the P rince o f  W ales. Y ou  know  the  
tem per o f  m y troops. N o n e  but the  Irish w ill stand by m e ; 
and the Irish are not in sufficient force  to resist the  enem y.
A Parliam ent w ould  im pose on m e con d ition s w hich I could  
not endure. I should  be forced  to undo all that I have done  
for the C ath olics, and to break with th e  K in g  o f  F rance. A s 
so o n , therefo re , as the  Q ueen and m y child  are sa fe , I  will 
leave E n g lan d , and take refuge in Ire lan d , in S co tla n d , or 
w ith your m a ster .” **

A lready Jam es had m ade preparations for carrying this 
schem e into effect. D o v er  had b een  sen t to  P ortsm outh  with  
instructions to take charge o f  the P rince o f  W ales; and D art
m outh , w ho com m anded the fleet th ere , had been  ordered  
to ob ey  D o ver’s d irections in all things concern ing the royal 
in fant, and to have a yacht m anned by trusty Bailors in read i
ness to sail for F rance a t a m om ent’s notice.*** T h e  K in g  now  
sent positive orders that th e  child should instantly b e  con
veyed  to th e  nearest continental p ort.f  N e x t to  th e  P rince  

* London G aielte , Nov. 29. Dec- 3- 1683; C larendon’s Diary,
Nov. 29, 30.

”  Barillon, D ecem ber , y  168*.
*" Jam es to D artm outh , Nov. 25, 1688. The letters are in Dairymple.
i  Jam e s  to D artm o u th , Dec. 1.1688,
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CUP. o f  W ales the  c h ie f  o b ject o f  anxiety  w as the G reat S ea l. T o  
-¡jjj—  that sym bol o f  k ingly  authority our jurists have alw ays 

ascribed  a peculiar and alm ost m ysterious im portance. I t  is 
h eld  that, i f  the K eep er o f  th e  Seal shou ld  affix it , w ithout 
taking the royal p leasu re , to a patent o f  peerage or to a 
pardon , though h e  may b e gu ilty  o f  a  high offence, the in
strum ent cannot b e  question ed  by any court o f  law, and can 
be annulled  only b y  an A ct o f  Parliam ent. Jam es seem s to 
have been  afraid that his enem ies m ight g e t  this organ o f  his 
w ill into their hands, and m ight thus g iv e  a lega l valid ity to  
acts w hich m ight affect him  injuriously. N or will his appre
hensions b e  thought unreasonable w hen it is rem em bered  
that, exactly  a hundred  years later, the G reat S eal o f  a K ing  
was u sed , w ith the assent o f  Lords and C om m ons, and with  
the  approbation o f  m any great statesm en and law yers, for 
the purpose o f  transferring his prerogatives to his son . L est 
th e  talism an w hich p ossessed  such form idable pow ers should  
b e  ab u sed , Jam es determ ined  that it should b e  kept within  
a few  yards o f  h is ow n closet. Jeffreys was therefore ordered  
to quit the costly  m ansion which he had la tely  bu ilt in D uke  
S tr ee t, and to take up his resid en ce in a small apartm ent at 
W hitehall. *

T h e  K in g  had m ade all his preparations for fligh t, w hen  
an u n exp ected  im pedim ent com p elled  him to postpone the  
execu tion  o f  his design . H is agents at P ortsm outh  began  to 
entertain  scruples. E ven  D o v e r , though a m em ber o f  the 
Jesuitical cab al, show ed  signs o f  h esitation. D artm outh was 
still less d isposed  to com ply w ith the  royal w ishes. H e  had  
hitherto been  faithful to the  throne, and had done all that he 
could  d o , w ith a d isaffected  flee t, and in the  face o f  an ad
verse  w in d , to  preven t the D utch  from  land ing  in E ngland: 
but he was a zealous m em ber o f  the E stab lished  Church, and  
was by no m eans friendly to  the policy  o f  that governm ent  
which he thought h im self bound in duty and honour to 
d efen d . T h e  m utinous tem per o f  the oflicers and m en under  
his com m and had caused him  m uch anxiety; and he had b een  
greatly  re lieved  by th e  new s that a free Parliam ent had b een  

* L uttrell’a Diary.
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convoked, and that Commissioners had been named to treat chap. 
with the Prince o f  Orange. The joy  was clamorous through— — 
out the fleet. An address, warmly thanking the King for 
these gracious concessions to public feeling, was drawn up 
on board o f the flag ship. T he Admiral signed first. Thirty- 
eight Captains wrote their names under his. This paper on 
its way to Whitehall crossed the messenger who brought to 
Portsmouth the order that the Prince o f W ales should in
stantly be conveyed to Prance. Dartmouth learned, with 
bitter grief and resentm ent, that the free Parliament, the 
general am nesty, the negotiation, were all parts o f  a great 
fraud on the nation, and that in this fraud he was expected to 
be an accomplice. In a pathetic and manly letter he declared 
that he had already carried his obedience to the farthest fuses i° 
point to which a Protestant and an Englishman could go. p'inceh'( 
To put the heir apparent o f  the British crown into the hands 
o f Lewis would be nothing less than treason against the mo- F ra n c e , 

narchy. T he nation, already too much alienated from the 
Sovereign, would be roused to madness. T he Prince of 
Wales would either not return at all, or would return attended 
by a French army. I f  His Royal Highness remained in the 
island, the worst that could be apprehended was that he 
would be brought up a member o f the national Church; and 
that he might be so brought up ought to be the prayer o f  every 
loyal subject. Dartmouth concluded by declaring that he 
would risk his life in defence o f  the throne, but that he would 
be no party to the transporting o f  the Prince into France.*

T his letter deranged all the projects o f  Jam es. He learned 
too that he could not on this occasion expect from his Admiral 
even passive obedience. For Dartmouth had gone so far as 
to station several sloops at the mouth o f  the harbour o f Ports
mouth with orders to suffer no vessel to pass out unexamined.

* Second Collection of P apers , 1688; D artm outh’s L e tte r, dated 
December 3 . 16S8 , will be found in D alrym ple; Clarke's Life of Jam es,
ii. 233. Orlg. Mem. Jam es accuses Dartm outh of having got up an 
address from the fleet demanding a Parliam ent. This is a m ere ca
lumny. The address is one of thanks to the King for having called 
a Parliam ent, and was framed before Dartm outh bad the least suspicion 
that His Majesty was deceiving the nation.
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CHAP.
IX. 
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A change o f plan was necessary. T he child must be brought 
back to London, and sent thence to France. An interval 
o f some days must elapse before this could be done. During 
that interval the public mind must be amused by the hope 
o f  a Parliament and the semblance o f a negotiation. Writ3 
were sent out for the elections. Trumpeters went backward 
and forward between the capital and the Dutch headquarters. 
At length passes for the King’s Commissioners arrived; and 
the three Lords set out on their embassy.

T hey left the capital in a state o f  fearful distraction. The  
passions which, during three troubled years, had been gra
dually gathering force, now, emancipated from the restraint 
o f fear, and stimulated by victory and sympathy, showed 
themselves without disguise, even in the precincts o f the royal 
dwelling. T he grand jury o f  M iddlesex found a bill against 
the Earl o f  Salisbury for turning Papist.* The Lord Mayor 
ordered the houses o f  the Roman Catholics o f  the City to be 
searched for arms. The mob broke into the house o f one 
respectable merchant who held the unpopular faith, in order 
to ascertain whether he had not run a mine from his cellars 
under the neighbouring parish church, for the purpose of 
blowing up parson and congregation.** T he hawkers bawled 
about the streets a hue and cry after Father P etre, who had 
withdrawn him self, and not before it was tim e, from his 
apartments in the palace.*** Wharton’s celebrated so n g , with 
many additional verses, was chaunted more loudly than ever 
in all the streets o f  the capital. T he very sentinels who 
guarded the palace hummed, as they paced their rounds,

“ The English confusion to Popery d rink ,
Lillibullero bullen a la .”

T he secret presses o f London worked without ceasing. Many 
papers daily came into circulation by means which the magis
tracy could not discover, or would not check. One o f these 
has been preserved from oblivion by the skilful audacity with

* Lutlrell’s Diary. ** Adda, D e c . 1688.
*** The Nuncio says, “ So lo avesse fatto prim a di ora, per il B en e

sarebbe stato mcglio.”
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which it wa3 written, and by the immense effect which it pro
duced. It purported to be a supplemental declaration under 
the hand and seal o f the Prince o f Orange: but it was written 
in a style very different from that o f his genuine manifesto. 
Vengeance alien from the usages o f  Christian and civilised 
nations was denounced against all Papists who should dare to 
espouse the royal cause. T hey should be treated, not as 
soldiers or gentlem en, but as freebooters. T he ferocity and 
licentiousness o f  the invading army, which had hitherto been 
restrained with a strong hand, should be let loose on them. 
Good Protestants, and especially those who inhabited the 
capital, were adjured, as they valued all that was dear to 
them , and commanded, on peril o f  the Prince’s highest dis
pleasure, to seize, disarm, and imprison their Homan Ca
tholic neighbours. This document, it is said, was found by 
a W hig bookseller one morning under his shop door. He 
made haste to print it. Many copies were dispersed by the 
post, and passed rapidly from hand to hand. Discerning  
men had no difficulty in pronouncing it a forgery devised  
by some unquiet and unprincipled adventurer, such as, in 
troubled times, are always busy in the foulest and darkest 
offices o f  faction. But the multitude was completely duped. 
Indeed to such a height had national and religious feeling  
been excited against the Irish Papists that most o f  those who 
believed the spurious proclamation to be genuine were in
clined to applaud it as a seasonable exhibition o f  vigour. 
When it was known that no such document had really pro
ceeded from W illiam, men asked anxiously what impostor 
had so daringly and so successfully personated his Highness. 
Some suspected Ferguson, others Johnson. At length, 
after the lapse o f twenty-seven years, Hugh Speke avowed 
the forgery, and demanded from the House o f  Brunswick 
a reward for so eminent a service rendered to the Protestant 
religion. H e asserted, in the tone o f a man who conceives 
him self to have done something eminently virtuous and 
honourable, that, when the Dutch invasion had thrown W hite
hall into consternation, he had offered his services to the 
Court, had pretended to be estranged from the W higs, and

CHAP.
IX.

16S3.
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c i u p .  had promised to Act as a spy upon them; that he had thus 
" ls a a ."  obtained admittance to the royal closet, had vowed fidelity, 

had been promised large pecuniary rewards, and had pro
cured blank passes which enabled him to travel backwards 
across the hostile lines. All these things he protested that 
he had done solely' in order that he might, unsuspected, aim 
a deadly blow at the government, and produce a violent 
outbreak of popular feeling against the Roman Catholics. 
T he forged proclamation he claimed as one o f  his contri
vances: but whether his claim were well founded may bo 
doubted. H e delayed to make it so long that we may reason
ably suspect him o f  having waited for the death o f  those who 
could confute him; and he produced no evidence but hisown.* 

Rising» in W hile these things happened in London, every post from 
paru'of cver}’ Par<; the country brought tidings o f  some new in- 
ihe surrection. Lumley had seized Newcastle. T he inhabitants 
country. jm(j wcicome j  j,im with transport. The statue o f  the King, 

which stood on a lofty pedestal o f  marble, had been pulled  
down and hurled into the Tyne. T he third o f  Decem ber was 
long remembered at Hull as the town taking day-. That place 
had a garrison commanded by Lord Langdale, a Roman Ca
tholic. T he Protestant officers concerted with the magistracy 
a plan o f revolt: Langdale and his adherents were arrested; 
and soldiers and citizens united in declaring for the Protestant 
religion and a free Parliament. **

T he Eastern counties were up. The Duke o f Norfolk, 
attended by three hundred gentlem en armed and mounted, 
appeared in the stately market-place o f Norwich. T he Mayor 
and Aldermen m et him there, and engaged to stand by him 
against Popery and arbitrary power.*** Lord Herbert o f  Cher- 
bury and Sir Edward Harley' took up arms in W orcestershire, f

See (he Secret History of the Revolution, by Hugh Speke, 1115. 
!n the London Library is a copy of this rare  work with a m anuscript note 
which seems to be in bpeke’s own hand.

"  b rand 's History of Newcastle; Tiokell's History of Hull.
*•• An account of what passed at Norwich may still be seen in several 

collections on the original broadside. See also the Fourth Collection of 
Fapcrs, 1688.

+ Clarke's Life of Jam es, ii. 235.; MS. Memoir of the Harley family 
In the Mackintosh Collection.
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Bristol, the second city o f the realm , opened its gates to CIĴ P 
Shrewsbury. Trelawney, the B ishop , who had entirely un- —TeiST 
learned in the Tower the doctrine o f nonresistance, was the 
first to welcome the P rince’s troops. Such was the temper o f  
the Inhabitants that it was thought unnecessary to leave any 
garrison among them.* T he people o f  Gloucester rose and 
delivered Lovelace from confinement. An irregular army 
soon gathered round him. Som e o f his horsemen had only 
halters for bridles. Many o f his infantry had only clubs for 
weapons. But this force, such as it was, marched unopposed 
through counties once devoted to the House o f  Stuart, and 
at length entered Oxford in triumph. T he magistrates came 
in state to welcom e the insurgents. T he University itself, 
exasperated by recent injuries, was little disposed to pass cen
sures on rebellion. Already some o f the Heads o f Houses 
had despatched one o f  their number to assure the Prince of 
Orange that they were cordially with him , and that they 
would gladly coin their plate for his service. T he W hig 
ch ief, therefore, rode through the capital o f Toryism  
amidst general acclamation. Before him the drums beat 
Lillibullero. Behind him came a long stream o f horse 
and foot. T he whole High Street was gay with orange ribands.
For already the orange riband had the double signification 
which, after the lapse o f  one hundred and sixty years, it still 
retains. Already it was the emblem o f  the Protestant English
man o f  civil and religious freedom , to the Roman Catholic 
Celt o f  subjugation and persecution.**

W hile foes were thus rising up all round the King, friends 
were fast shrinking from his side. The idea o f  resist
ance had become familiar to every mind. Many who had 
been struck with horror when they heard o f  the first defections 
now blamed themselves for having been so slow to discern the 
signs o f  tho times. There was no longer any difficulty or

* C illers, Dec. A- 168S. Letter of the Bishop of Bristol to the Prince 
of Orange, Dec. 5. 16SS, in Dalrymple.

"  Cillers, 1688; Clarendon’s D iary, Dec. 11.; Song on Lord
Lovelace's entry into O xford, 16SS; Burnet, i. 183,
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c h a p .  danger !n repairing to William. T he K ing, in calling on the 
'“ «sir' nati° n t0 elect representatives, had, by implication, authorised 

all men to repairto the places where they had votes or interest; 
and many o f those places were already occupied by invaders 
or insurgents. Clarendon eagerly caught at this opportunity 
o f  deserting the falling cause. H e knew that his speech in the 
Council o f  Peers had given deadly offence: and he was mor
tified by finding that he was not to be one o f the royal Com
missioners. H e had estates in W iltshire. H e determined that 
his so n , the son o f whom he had lately spoken with grief and 
horror, should be a candidate for that county; and, under 
pretence o f looking after the election, he set out for the W est. 
H e was speedily followed by the Earl o f  O xford, and by 
others who had hitherto disclaimed all connection with the 
Prince's enterprise.*

By this time the invaders, steadily though slowly advancing, 
were within seventy miles o f  London. Though midwinter 
was approaching, the weather was fine; the way was pleasant; 
and the turf o f  Salisbury Plain seemed luxuriously smooth to 
men who had been toiling through the miry ruts o f the Devon
shire and Somersetshire highways. The route o f the army lay 
close by Stonehenge; and regiment after regiment halted to 
examine that mysterious ruin, celebrated all over the Conti
nent as the greatest wonder o f our island. William entered 
Salisbury with the samemilitary pomp which he had displayed 
at E xeter, and was lodged there in the palace which the King 

curmdoQ 'ia‘̂  0CCUP'et' a f°w t'a)'s before.**
joio, Dio His train was now swelled by the Earls o f  Clarendon and 
saiuMtry. Oxford, and by other men o f high rank, who had, till within 

a few days, been considered as zealous Itoyalists. Citters also 
made his appearance at the Dutch head quarters. He had 
been during some weeks almost a prisoner in his h ou se , near 
W hitehall, under the constant observation o f relays o f spies. 
Y et, in spite o f  those sp ies, or perhaps by their help, he had 
succeeded in obtaining full and accurate intelligence o f all that 
passed in the palace; and now , full fraught with valuable in-

* Clarendon's Diary, Dec. i ,  3, 4, 5. 1GSS.
*• W hittle's Exact D iary; E acbard’s History of the Revolution.
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formation about men and things, he came to assist the deli- ° j£ p- 
bcrations o f  William.* ie8j -

Thus far the Prince’s enterprise had prospered beyond the D i w e n -  

anticipations o f the most sanguine. And now , according to 
the general law which governs human aflairs, prosperity began Prince'» 
to produce disunion. T he Englishmen assembled at Salis- c,rap‘ 
bury were divided into two parties. One party consisted o f  
Whigs who had always regarded the doctrines o f  passive obe
dience and o f indefeasible hereditary right as slavish supersti
tions. Many o f them had passed years in exile. All had been 
long shut out from participation in the favours o f the crown.
T hey now exulted in the near prospect o f  greatness and of  
vengeance. Burning with resentm ent, flushed with victory 
and hope, they would hear o f  no compromise. Nothing less 
than the deposition o f  their enemy would content them: nor 
can it be disputed that herein they were perfectly consistent.
They had exerted them selves, nine years earlier, to exclude 
him from the throne, because they thought it likely that he 
would be a bad King. It could therefore scarcely be expected  
that they would willingly leave him on the throne, now that he 
had turned out a far worse K ing than any reasonable man 
could have anticipated.

On the other hand, not a few o f  William's followers were 
zealous Tories, who had, till very recently, held the doctrine 
o f  nonresistance in the most absolute form, but whose faith in 
that doctrine had, for a moment, given way to the strong 
passions excited by the ingratitude o f  the K ing and by the 
peril o f  the Church. No situation could be more painful or 
perplexing than that o f the old Cavalier who found him self in 
arms against the throne. T he scruples which had not pre
vented him from repairing to the Dutch camp began to tor
ment him cruelly as soon as he was there. His mind misgave 
him that he had committed a crime. At all events he had ex
posed him self to reproach, by acting in diametrical opposition 
to the professions o f  his whole life. H e felt insurmountable 
disgust for his new allies. They were people whom, ever 
since he could remember, he had been reviling and perse- 

• C illers , Nov. J i . ,  D ec. A . ,  1688.
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ch a p. cuting, P resbyterians, In dependents, A nabaptists, o ld  soldiers 
j— o f  C rom w ell, brisk  b oys o f  S h aftesbu ry , accom plices in the  

R y e H ouse P lo t ,  captains o f  the W estern  Insurrection. H e  
naturally w ished  to find out som e salvo which m ight sooth his 
con scien ce, w hich m ight v in d icate his consistency, and  which  
m ight put a d istinction betw een  him  and the crew o f  schism a- 
tical reb els w hom  h e had always d esp ised  and abhorred , but 
with whom  he w as now  in danger o f  b ein g  con foun d ed . H e  
therefore disclaim ed with veh em en ce all thought o f  taking the  
crown from  that anointed  head w hich the ordinance o f  heaven  
and the  fundam ental laws o f  the  realm  had m ade sacred . H is 
dearest wish w as to see a recon cilia tion  effected  on  term s 
which w ould not low er th e  royal d ign ity . H e  w as no traitor. 
H e was not, in truth, resisting the  k ingly  authority. H o was in 
arms on ly  b eca u seh ew a s convinced  that the  b est serv ice w hich  
cou ld  b e  rendered  to the throne was to rescue H is M ajesty, 
by a little  gen tle  coercion , from the hands o f  w icked  counsellors.

T h e  evils w hich the  m utual anim osity o f  th ese  factions 
ten d ed  to produce w ere , to a great e x te n t, averted  b y  the  
ascendency and by the w isdom  o f  the P rince. Surrounded  
by eager disputants, officious ad visers, ab ject flatterers, 
v igilan t sp ies, m alicious ta leb earers, h e  rem ained  serene and  
inscrutable. H e  preserved  silen ce w hile silen ce  w as p ossib le . 
W hen h e was forced  to sp eak , the earnest and perem ptory  
tone in w hich h e  uttered  his w ell w eigh ed  op in ions soon  
silen ced  everyb od y e lse . W hatever som e o f  his too  zealous  
adherents m ight say, he u ttered  not a w ord ind icating any  
design  on  the E nglish  crow n. H e  w as d ou b tless w ell aware 
that betw een  him and that crown w ere still in terposed  ob 
stacles w hich no prudence m ight b e  ab le to surm ount, and  
w hich a single  fa lse  step  w ould m ake insurm ountable. H is 
on ly  chance o f  ob tain ing the sp lend id  prize was not to se ize  it 
ru d ely , but to w ait t ill ,  w ithout any appearance o f  exertion  
or stratagem  on h is p art, his secret w ish should  b e  accom 
p lished  by th e  force o f  c ircu m stan ces, b y  th e  b lunders o f  his 
opponents, and hy the free ch o ice  o f  the E sta tes o f  the  R ealm . 
T h o se  w ho ven tured  to interrogate him  learned  n o th in g , and  
y e t  cou ld  n ot accuse him o f  shuffling. H e  q u ietly  referred
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them  to  his D eclaration , and assured them  that his v iew s had  
undergone no change since that instrum ent had b een  drawn  
up. S o  sk ilfu lly  did he m anage his follow ers that their d iscord  
seem s rather to have strengthened  than to  have w eak en ed  his 
hands: b u t it broke forth with v io len ce  w hen h is control was 
w ithdraw n, interrupted th e  harm ony o f  convivial m eetings, 
and did not resp ect even  the sanctity o f  the  house o f  G od . 
Clarendon, w ho tried  to hide from others and from him self, 
by an ostentatious disp lay o f  loyal sentim en ts, the plain fact 
that he was a rebel, w as shocked  to hear som e o f  his new  
associates laughing over their w ine at the royal am nesty which  
had ju s t  b een  graciously  offered  to them . T h e y  w anted  no  
pardon, they said . T h e y  w ould  m ake the K ing ask pardon  
before th ey  had  done w ith him . S till m ore alarm ing and  
disgusting to every  g o o d  T o r y  was an in cid en t w hich hap
pened  at Salisbury C athedral. A s soon  as the  officiating  
m inister began to  read the co llec t for th e  K ing, B urnet, 
am ong w h ose m any goo d  qualities self-com m and and a fine 
sense o f  th e  b ecom in g  cannot b e  reck o n ed , rose from his 
knees, sate dow n in his stall, and u ttered  som e contem ptuous 
noises w hich d isturbed  the devotions o f  the congregation .*

In a short tim e the factions w hich d ivided  th e  P r in ce’s 
camp had an opportunity o f  m easuring their strength . T h e  
royal Com m issioners w ere on the ir  w ay to h im . Severa l days 
had elapsed  sin ce  they had b een  appointed; and it was 
thought strange that, in a  case o f  such u rg en cy , there should  
b e such d elay . B ut in  truth n either Jam es nor W illiam  was 
desirous that n egotiations shou ld  sp eed ily  com m ence; for  
Jam es w ished  only to  gain tim e sufficient for send in g  h is w ife  
and son  into P ran ce; and the  position  o f  W illiam  becam e  
every day m ore com m anding. A t length  the P rince caused  it 
to b e  notified  to the Com m issioners that he w ould m eet them  
at H ungerford . H e  probab ly  se lec ted  this p lace because , 
ly ing at an equal d istance from  Salisbury and from  O xford , it  
was w ell situated for a rendezvous o f  his m ost im portant adhe
rents. A t Salisbury w ere those  noblem en and gentlem en  
who had accom panied him from  H olland  or had jo in e d  him  in 

• Clarendon's Diary, Dec. 6 ,1. loss.
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c h a p . the W est; and at O xford  w ere m any ch iefs o f  th e  N orthern  
,68£ ''  insurrection .

T i , e  L ate  on T hursday, th e  sixth o f  D ecem ber, he reaclied H u n -
rcichea gcrford . T h e  little tow n w as soon  crow ded with m en o f  rank  
"«««■ and n ote  w ho cam e thither from opposite quarters. T h e  

P rince was escorted  by a strong b od y  o f  troops. T h e  northern  
L ords brought w ith them  hundreds o f  irregular cavalry, 
w hose accoutrem ents and horsem anship m oved  the mirth o f  
m en accustom ed  to the sp lend id  aspect and exa ct m ovem ents  
o f  regular arm ies.*

•t ™id- W hile th e  P rince  lay at H ungcrford  a sharp encounter
lnl- took  p lace  betw een  tw o hundred  and fifty o f  his troops and  

s ix  hundred  Ir ish , w ho w ere p osted  at R ea d in g . T h e  supe
rior d iscip line o f  the invaders was sign ally  proved  on this 
occasion . T h o u g h  greatly ou tnum bered , th ey , a t on e onset, 
drove the K in g’s forces in  confusion  through the  streets o f  the 
tow n into the m arket-p lace. T h er e  the  Irish attem pted  to  
rally; but, b ein g  v igorously  attacked  in front and fired upon  
at the sam e tim e b y  the  inhabitants from  the w indow s o f  the  
neighbouring  houses, they  soon  lo st h ea rt, and fled  with the  
lo ss  o f  their colours and o f  fifty m en. O f the conquerors on ly  
five fe ll. T h e  satisfaction  which this new s gave to the L ords  
and  gen tlem en  w ho had jo in e d  W illiam  w as u nm ixed . T h ere  
was noth in g  in what had happened  to gall their national fee l
ings. T h e  D utch  had not b eaten  the  E n g lish , but had as
sisted  an E nglish  town to free it se lf  from  th e insupportable  
dom inion  o f  the  Irish.*

TheEin8*j On th e  m orning o f  Satu rd ay , the eighth o f  D ecem b er, 
•¡°ner” ’ A 0 K in g ’s Com m issioners reach ed  H ungerford . T h e  P r in c e ’s 
Hunger-' b od y  guard was drawn up to rece ive  them  w ith m ilitary re
tort. spect. B en tin ck  w elcom ed  them , and p rop osed  to  conduct  

them  im m ediately to his m aster. T h e y  exp ressed  a  h op e that 
the P rin ce  w ould  favour them  w ith a private au d ien ce; but 
they  w ere inform ed that h e  had reso lved  to h ear them  and  
answ er them  in  public . T h ey  w ere ushered  into his b ed -

* Clarendon’s Diary, Dec. 1.1683.
*• History of the D esertion; C illers, Dec. A- 1688; E sact D iary; 

O ldm iion, 160.
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cham ber, w h ere they found him surrounded b y  a crow d o f  c^ p- 
noblem en and gen tlem en . H alifax , w hose rank, age, and abili- ,6ag. 
ties en titled  him  to p r e c e d e n c e , w as spokesm an. T h e  propo- Nt80lu- 
sition w hich the  C om m issioners had been  instructed to m a k e 110“- 
was that the  po in ts in d ispute should  b e  referred  to th e  Parlia
m ent, for  w hich the writs w ere already se a lin g , and that in the  
m ean tim e the P rin ce’s army w ould n o t com e within thirty or 
forty m iles o f  L on d on . H alifax, having exp lained  that this was 
the basis on w hich he and his co lleagu es w ere prepared to treat, 
put into W illiam ’s hands a letter  from the K ing, and retired . 
W illiam  op en ed  the le tter  and seem ed  unusually m oved . It 
was the first le tter  w hich h e  had  rece ived  from his father-in- 
law since they  had b ecom e avow ed  en em ies. O nce they had 
been  on goo d  term s and had w ritten  to each other familiarly; 
nor had th e y , even  w hen they  had begun  to  regard  each  
other w ith susp icion  and aversion , ban ished  from  their  cor
respondence those forms o f  k indness w hich persons nearly  
related  by b lood  and m arriage com m only use. T h e  letter  
which th e  C om m issioners had brought was drawn up b y  a  
secretary in diplom atic form  and in  the F rench  language. “ I 
have had m any letters from  th e K in g ,”  said  W illiam , “ but 
they w ere all in E n g lish , and in h is own h an d .”  H o spoke  
with a sensib ility  w hich h e  w as little  in the habit o f  displaying. 
P erhaps he thought at that m om ent how  m uch reproach his 
enterprise, ju s t , b en eficen t, and necessary as it w as, m ust 
bring on him  and on  the w ife w ho w as d evoted  to him . P er
haps he rep ined  at the  hard fate w hich had p laced  him  in such  
a situation that h e could  fulfil his public duties on ly  b y  break
ing through dom estic ties, and en vied  th e  happier condition  o f  
those w ho are n ot resp onsib le  for the  w elfare o f  nations and  
C hurches. B u t such thoughts, i f  they rose in  his m ind , w ere  
firmly suppressed . H e  req u ested  the L ords and gentlem en  
whom  h e had con vok ed  on this occasion  to  consult together , 
unrestrained by his presen ce, as to the answ er w hich ought to 
b e returned . T o  h im se lf, h ow ever, h e  reserved  the  pow er  
o f  decid ing  in  the  last resort, after hearing their op in ion. H e  
then left them , and retired  to L ittleco te  H a ll, a m anor house  
situated about tw o m iles o ff, and renow ned down to  our 

Macaulay, History, til. 22
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own tim es, n ot m ore on accou n t o f  its ven erab le architecture  
and furniture than on account o f  a horrible and m yste
rious crim e w hich was perpetrated  there in the days o f  the  
T udors.*

B efo re  h e  le ft  H u n g erfo rd , lie w as to ld  that H alifax  had  
exp ressed  a great desire to see  B urnet. In this desire there  
was noth ing strange; for H alifax  and B urnet had  lo n g  been  
on term s o f  friendship . N o  two m en , in d eed , cou ld  resem ble  
each other le ss . B urnet was utterly d estitute o f  delicacy  and 
tact. H alifax’s taste  was fa stid iou s, and his sense  o f  the  
lud icrous m orbidly quick . B u rn et v iew ed  every act and  
every character through a m edium  d istorted  and coloured  by  
party sp irit. T h e  ten d en cy  o f  H a lifax ’s m ind was always to  
se e  the faults o f  his a llies m ore strongly  than th e  faults o f  his 
opponents. B urnet w as, w ith all his in firm ities, and through  
all the v icissitu d es o f  a life  passed  in circum stances n ot very  
favourable to p ie ty , a sin cerely  p ious m an. T h e  sceptical 
and sarcastic H alifax lay under th e  im putation o f  in fidelity . 
H alifax  therefore often  incurred B u rn et’s in d ignan t censure; 
and B u rn et w as o ften  the butt o f  H alifax’s k een  and p olish ed  
pleasantry. Y et they  w ere drawn to each other b y  a mutual 
attraction , lik ed  each other’s con versation , appreciated  each  
other’s ab ilities , in terchanged  opinions fr e e ly , and in ter
changed  also goo d  offices in perilous tim es. It was n o t, how 
e v e r , m erely  from personal regard that H alifax  now  w ished  
to se e  his o ld  acquaintance. T h e  C om m issioners m ust have 
been  anxious to know  w hat was the P rin ce’s real aim . H e  
had refused  to se e  them  in private; and little  cou ld  b e  learned  
from  what h e  m ight say in a formal and p ub lic  interview . 
A lm ost all those  w ho w ere adm itted to his confidence were  
m en taciturn and im penetrable as h im self. B u rn et w as the 
only excep tion . H e  was notoriously' garrulous and in d iscreet. 
Y e t circum stances had m ade it necessary- to  trust h im ; and  
h e w ould  d o u b tless , under the dexterou s m anagem ent o f  
H a lifa x , have poured out secrets as fast as w ords. W illiam  
knew  this w e ll, a n d , w hen he was inform ed that H alifax was

• See a  very in te re s tin g  n o te  on  the  fiTth can to  of S ir  W a lle r  S co tt's  
R okeby .



J A M E S  T H E  S E C O N D . 339

asking for the D octor, could not refrain from exclaiming, 
“ If they get together there -will be fine tattling.” Burnet was 
forbidden to see the Commissioners in private; but he was 
assured in very courteous terms that his fidelity was re
garded by the Prince as above all suspicion; and, that there 
might be no ground for complaint, the prohibition was made 
general.

That afternoon the noblemen and gentlemen whose advice 
William had asked m et in the great room o f  the principal inn 
at Hungerford. Oxford was placed in the chair; and the 
King's overtures were taken into consideration. It soon 
appeared that the assembly was divided into two parties, a 
party anxious to come to terms with the K ing, and a party 
bent on his destruction. The latter party had the numerical 
superiority: but it was observed that Shrewsbury, who o f all 
the English nobles was supposed to enjoy the largest share 
of W illiam’s confidence, though a W hig, sided on this occa
sion with the Tories. A fter much altercation the question 
was put. T he majority was for rejecting ihe proposition 
which the royal Commissioners had been instructed to make. 
The resolution o f  the assembly was reported to the Prince at 
Littlecote. On no occasion during the whole course o f  his 
eventful life did he show more prudence and self-command. 
He could not wish the negotiation to succeed. But he was far 
too wise a man not to know that, i f  unreasonable demands 
made by him should cause it  to fail, public feeling would no 
longer be on his side. H e therefore overruled the opinion 
of his too eager followers, and declared his determination to 
treat on the basis proposed by the King. Many o f  the Lords 
and gentlem en assembled at Hungerford remonstrated: a 
whole day was spent in bickering: but W illiam’s purpose was 
immovable. H e declared him self willing to refer all the 
questions in dispute to the Parliament which had just been  
summoned, and not to advance within forty miles o f  London. 
On his side he made some demands which even those who 
were least disposed to commend him allowed to be moderate. 
He insisted that the existing statutes should be obeyed till 
they should be altered by competent authority, and that all

oo »
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persons who held offices without a legal qualification should 
be forthwith dismissed. T he deliberations o f  the Parliament, 
he justly conceived, could not be free if  it was to sit sur
rounded by Irish regiments while he and his army lay at a 
distance o f  several marches. H e therefore thought it reason
able that, since his troops were not to advance within forty 
miles o f  London on the w est, the K ing’s troops should fall 
back as far to the east. There would thus b e , round the spot 
where the H ouses were to m eet, a wide circle o f  neutral 
ground. Within that circle, indeed, there were two fast
nesses o f  great importance to the people o f the capital, the 
T ow er, which commanded their dwellings, and Tilbury Fort, 
which commanded their maritime trade. It was impossible to 
leave these places ungarrisoned. William therefore proposed 
that they should be temporarily entrusted to the care o f  the 
City o f London. It might possibly be convenient that, when 
the Parliament assem bled, the King should repair to W est
minster with a body guard. T he Prince announced that, in 
that case, he should claim the right o f  repairing thither also 
with an equal number o f  soldiers. It seemed to him just that, 
while military operations were suspended, both the armies 
should be considered as alike engaged in the service o f  the 
English nation, and should be alike maintained out o f  the 
English revenue. Lastly, he required some guarantee that 
the King would not take advantage o f the armistice for the 
purpose o f  introducing a French force into England. The  
point where there was most danger was Portsmouth. The  
Prince did not however insist that this important fortress 
should be delivered up to him , but proposed that it should, 
during the truce, be under the government o f an officer in 
whom both him self and James could confide.

T he propositions o f William were framed with a punctili
ous fairness, such as might have been expected rather from a 
disinterested umpire pronouncing an award than from a 
victorious prince dictating to a helpless enemy. No fault 
could be found with them by the partisans o f  the K ing. But 
among tho W higs there was much murmuring. T hey wanted 
no reconciliation with their old master. T hey thought them
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selves absolved from all allegiance to him. T hey were not c b a p .  

disposed to recognise the authority o f  a Parliament convoked ie8̂ / 
by his writ. T hey were averse to an armistice; and they 
could not conceive why, if  there was to be an armistice, it 
should be an armistice on equal terms. B y all the laws of  
war the stronger party had a right to tako advantage o f his 
strength; and what was there in the character o f  James to 
justify any extraordinary indulgence? T hose who reasoned 
thus little knew from how elevated a point o f  view , and with 
how discerning an ey e , the leader whom they censured con
templated the whole situation o f  England and Europe. They  
were eager to ruin Jam es, and would therefore either have 
refused to treat with him on any conditions, or have imposed 
on him conditions insupportably hard. T o the success o f  
William’s vast and profound scheme o f  policy it was necessary 
that James should ruin himself by rejecting conditions ostenta
tiously liberal. T he event proved the wisdom o f  the course 
which the majority o f  the Englishmen at Hungerford were 
inclined to condemn.

On Sunday, the ninth o f  Decem ber, the Prince’s demands 
were put in writing, and delivered to Halifax. T he Com
missioners dined at L ittlecote. A splendid assemblage had 
been invited to m eet them. T he old hall, hung with coats 
of mail which had seen the wars o f the R o ses, and with por
traits o f  gallants who had adorned the Court o f  Philip and 
Mary, was now crowded with P eers and Generals. In such a 
throng a short question and answer might be exchanged with
out attracting notice Halifax seized this opportunity, the 
first which had presented itse lf, o f  extracting all that Burnet 
knew or thought. “ W hat is it that you want?” said the 
dexterous diplomatist; “ do you wish to get the King into 
yourpow er?”  “ N o ta ta ll ,”  saidB urnet; “ we would not do 
the least harm to his person.”  “And i f  he were to go away ? ” 
said Halifax. “ There is noth ing,”  said Burnet, “ so much 
to be wished.”  There can be no doubt that Burnet expressed  
the general sentiment o f  the W higs in the P rince’s camp.
They were all desirous that James should fly from the country: 
but only a few o f  the wisest among them understood how
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c h a p .  important it was that his flight should be ascribed by the 
„„¿-n a t io n  to his own folly and perverseness, and not to harsh 

usage and well grounded apprehension. It seems probable 
that, even in the extremity to which he was now reduced, all 
his enemies united would have been unable to effect his com
plete overthrow had he not been his own worst enemy: but, 
while his Commissioners were labouring to save him , he was 
labouring as earnestly to make all their efforts useless.*

Th* His plans were at length ripe for execution. T he pre-
?nd' tended negotiation had answered its purpose. On the same 
o r  w a l e s  day on which the three Lords reached Hungerford the Prince
«ant 10 o f W ales arrived at W estminster. It had been intended that
rlinc'' be should come over London Bridge; and some Irish troops 

were sent to Southwark to meet him. But they were received  
by a great multitude with such hooting and execration that 
they thought it advisable to retire with all Bpeed. T he poor 
child crossed the Thames at K ingston, and was brought into 
W hitehall so privately that many believed him to be still at 
Portsmouth.**

T o send him and the Queen out o f the country without 
delay was now the first object o f  Jam es. B ut who could be 
trusted to manage the escape? Dartmouth was the most 
loyal o f  Protestant Tories ; and Dartmouth had refused. 
Dover was a creature o f the Jesuits; and even Dover had 
hesitated. It was not very easy to find an Englishman o f  rank 
and honour who would undertake to place the heir apparent 
o f  the English crown in the hands o f  the K ing o f  France. In 
these circumstances, James bethought him o f a French noblc- 

Uuwn. man who then resided in London, Antonine, Count o f  Lauzun. 
O f this man it has been said that his life was stranger than the 
dreams o f  other people. At an early age he had been the 
intimate associate o f L ew is, and had been encouraged to

* My ac co u n t o f  w ha t passed  a t  H ungerfo rd  is ta k en  from  C laren
don’s  D ia ry , D ec. 8, 9 . 16SS; B u rn e t , i. 194 .; the  P a p e r  d e livered  to  the 
P r in c e  by  th e  C o m m issio n e rs , an d  th e  P r in c e ’s A n sw er; S ir  P a trick  
H u m e 's  D ia ry ; C itters , D ec.

"  C larke's Life of Jam es , ii. 231. B urne t, strange to s ay , had not 
h eard , o r had forgotten, tha t the prince was brought back to London,
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expect the highest employments under the French crown.
Then his fortunes had undergone an eclipse. Lewis h a d ~ l688' 
driven from him the friend o f his youth with bitter reproaches, 
and had, it was said, scarcely refrained from adding blows.
The fallen favourite had been sent prisoner to a fortress: but 
he had emerged from his confinement, had again enjoyed the 
smiles o f  his master, and had gained the heart o f  one o f the 
greatest ladies in Europe, Anna Maria, daughter o f  Gaston,
Duke o f  Orleans, granddaughter o f  King Henry the Fourth, 
and heiress o f  the immense domains o f  the house o f Mont- 
pensier. T he lovers were bent on marriage. T he royal 
consent was obtained. During a few hours Lauzun was re
garded by the court as an adopted member o f the house of 
Bourbon. T he portion which the princess brought with her 
might well have been an object o f  competition to sovereigns; 
three great dukedoms, an independent principality with its 
own mint and with its own tribunals, and an income greatly 
exceeding the whole revenue o f  the kingdom o f  Scotland.
But this splendid prospect had been overcast. T he match 
had been broken off. T he aspiring suitor had been, during 
many years, shut up in an Alpine castle. A t length Lewis 
relented. Lauzun was forbidden to appear in the royal pre
sence, but was allowed to enjoy liberty at a distance from the 
court. He visited England, and was well received at the 
palace o f James and in the fashionable circles o f London; for 
in that age the gentlem en o f  France.were regarded throughout 
Europe as models o f  grace; and many Chevaliers and V is
counts, who had never been admitted to the interior circle at 
Versailles, found themselves objects o f  general curiosity and 
admiration at W hitehall. Lauzun was in every respect the 
man for the present emergency. He had courage and a sense 
o f honour, had been accustomed to eccentric adventures, 
and, with the keen observation and ironical pleasantry o f  a 
finished man o f  the world, had a strong propensity to knight 
errantry. A ll his national feelings and all his personal in
terests impelled him to undertake the adventure from which 
the most devoted subjects o f  the English crown seemed to 
Bhrink. A s the guardian, at a perilous crisis, o f the Queen
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c h a p ,  o f  Great Britain and o f  the Prince o f W ales, he might return 
'less' w‘lh honour to his native land; he might once more be ad

mitted to see Lewis dress and dine, and m ight, after so many 
vicissitudes, recom m ence, in the decline o f  life , the strangely 
fascinating chase o f royal favour.

Animated by such feelings, Lauzun eagerly accepted the 
high trust which was offered to him. The arrangements for 
the flight were promptly made: a vessel was ordered to be in 
readiness at G ravesend: but to reach Gravesend was not easy. 
T he City was in a state o f extreme agitation. T he slightest 
cause sufficed to bring a crowd together. No foreigner could 
appear in the streets without risk o f  being stopped, ques
tioned, and carried before a magistrate as a Jesuit in disguise.
It was, therefore, necessary to take the road on the south of 
the Tham es. No precaution which could quiet suspicion was 
omitted. T he K ing and Queen retired to rest as usual. When 
the palace had been some time profoundly qu iet, James rose 
and called a servant who was in attendance. “ You will find,” 
said the K ing, “ a man at the door o f the antechamber; bring 
him hither.” The servant obeyed, and Lauzun was ushered 
into the royal bedchamber. “ I confide to you,” said James, “my 
Queen and my son; everything must be risked to carry them 
into France.” Lauzun, with a truly chivalrous spirit, returned 
thanks for the dangerous honour which had been conferred on 
him , and begged permission to avail him self o f  the assistance 
o f  his friend Saint Victor, a gentleman o f  Provence, whose 
courage and faith had been often tried. The services o f  so 
valuable an assistant were readily accepted. Lauzun gave his 
hand to Mar)'; Saint V ictor wrapped up in his warm cloak the 
ill fated heir o f  so many Kings. T he party stole down the 
back stairs, and embarked in an open skiff. It was a misera
ble voyage. T he night was bleak: the rain fell: the wind 
roared: the waves were rough: at length the boat reached 
Lambeth; and the fugitives landed near an inn, where a coach 
and horses were in waiting. Some time elapsed before the . 
horses could be harnessed. Mary, afraid that her face might 
be known, would not enter the house. She remained with 
her child, cowering for shelter from the storm under the tower
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of Lambeth Church, and distracted b y  terror whenever the c h a p .  

ostler approached her with his lantern. Two o f  her women ■ ¡ ^ -  
attended her, one who gave suck to tho l ’rince, and one 
whose office was to rock his cradle ; but they could be o f little 
use to their mistress; for both were foreigners who could 
hardly speak the English language, and who shuddered at the 
rigour o f  the English climate. T he only consolatory circum
stance was that the little boy was w ell, and uttered not a single 
cry. At length the coach was ready. Saint Victor followed 
it on horseback. T he fugitives reached Gravesend safely, 
and embarked in the yacht which waited for them. T hey  
found there Lord Powis and his wife. Three Irish officers 
were also on board. T hese men had been sent thither in 
order that they might assist Lauzun in any desperate emer
gency; for it was thought not impossible that tho captain of  
the ship might prove false ; and it was fully determined that, 
on the first suspicion o f treachery, he should bo stabbed to the 
heart. There was, however, no necessity for violence. T he  
yacht proceeded down the river with a fair wind; and Saint 
Victor, having seen her under sail, spurred back with the 
good news to Whitehall.*

On the morning o f  Monday the tenth o f Decem ber, the 
King learned that his wife and son had begun their voyage 
with a fair prospect o f reaching their destination. About the 
same time a courier arrived at the palace with despatches from 
Hungerford. Had James been a little more discerning, ora  
little less obstinate, those despatches would have induced 
him to reconsider all his plans. T he Commissioners wrote 
hopefully. T he conditions proposed by the conqueror were 
strangely liberal. T he King him self could not refrain from 
exclaiming that they were more favourable than he could have 
expected. H e might indeed not unreasonably suspect that 
they had been framed with no friendly design: but this mat
tered nothing; for, whether they were ofFered in the hope

• Clarke's Life of Jam e s , ii. Î16 ; Père d'Orléans, Révolutions 
d'Angleterre, x i.; Madame de Sévlgné, Dec. 4J. 1688; Dangeau, Mé
moires, Dec. As to Lauiun, see the Memoirs of Mademoiselle aud 
of the Duke of St. Simon, and the Characters of iahrujere.
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c i i a p .  that, by closing with them , he would lay the ground for a 
—Hgj-  happy reconciliation, or , as is more likely , in the hope that, 

by rejecting them , ho would exhibit him self to the whole na
tion as utterly unreasonable and incorrigible, his course was 
equally clear. In either case his policy was to accept them  
promptly and to observe them faithfully. 

k!bi’> Hut it soon appeared that William had perfectly under- 
(irepa- stood the character with which he had to deal, and, in offer- 
iot'mjhi. ing those terms which the Whigs at Hungerford had censured 

as too indulgent, had risked nothing. T he solemn farce by 
which the public had been amused since the retreat o f the 
royal army from Salisbury was prolonged during a few hours. 
A ll the Lords who were still in the capital were invited to the 
palace that they might be informed o f  the progress o f  the ne
gotiation which had been opened by their advice. Another 
m eeting o f  Peers was appointed for the following day. The  
Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs o f  London were also summoned 
to attend the King. H e exhorted them to perform their duties 
vigorously, and owned that he had thought it expedient to 
send his wife and child out o f  the country, but assured them  
that he would him self remain at his post. W hile he uttered  
this unkingly and unmanly falsehood, his fixed purpose was 
to depart before daybreak. Already he had entrusted his 
most valuable m oveables to the care o f  several foreign Am
bassadors. His most important papers had been deposited 
with the Tuscan minister. But before the flight there was 
still something to be done. The tyrant pleased him self with 
the thought that he might avenge him self on a people who had 
been impatient o f  his despotism by inflicting on them at part
ing all the evils o f  anarchy. H e ordered the Great Seal and 
the writs for the new Parliament to be brought to his apart
ment. T he writs which could be found he threw into the fire. 
T hose which had been already sent out he annulled by an in
strument drawn up in legal form. T o Feversham he WTote a 
letter which could be understood only as a command to dis
band the army. S till, however, the King concealed his in
tention o f absconding even from his ch ief ministers. Just 
before he retired he directed Jeffreys to be in the closet early
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on the morrow; and, while stepping into bed , whispered to ciiap. 
Mulgrave that the news from Hungerford was highly satis- —̂ ¿7"  
factor)’. Everybody withdrew except the Duke o f Northum
berland. This young m an, a natural son o f Charles the S e
cond by the Duchess o f Cleveland, commanded a troop of  
Life Guards, and was a Lord o f the Bedchamber. It seems 
to have been then the custom o f the court that, in the Q ueen’s , 
absence, a Lord o f  the Bedchamber should sleep on a pallet 
in the K ing’s room ; and it was Northumberland’s turn to per
form this duty.

At three in the morning o f Tuesday the eleventh o f De- m, sight, 
cember, James rose, took the Great Seal in his hand, laid 
hi3 commands on Northumberland not to open the door o f the 
bedchamber till the usual hour, and disappeared through a 
Becret passage; the same passage probably through which 
Huddleston had been brought to the bedside o f  the late king.
Sir Edward Hales was in attendance with a hackney coach.
James was conveyed to M illbank, where he crossed the 
Thames in a small wherry. A s h e  passed Lambeth he flung the 
Great Seal into the midst o f  the stream, where, after many 
months, it was accidentally caught by a fishing net and 
dragged np.

A tV auxhall he landed. A carriage and horses had been  
stationed there for him; and he immediately took the road to
wards Shcem ess, where a hoy belonging to the Custom House 
had been ordered to await his arrival.*

• History of the Desertion; Clarke’s Life of Jam es, ii. 251. Orig.
M em .; M ulgrave’s Account of the Revolution; Burnet, i. 195,



CHAPTER X.
cĥ ap. N o rth u m berla n d  strictly  o b ey ed  the injunction w hich  

~7 ^ ; • had been  laid on h im , and did not open th e  door o f  the royal 
The flight apartm ent till it w as broad day. T h e  antecham ber w as filled  
known"1 w dh courtiers w ho cam e to  m ake their  m orning bow  and w ith  

L ords w ho had b een  sum m oned to C ouncil. T h e  new s o f  
J a m es’s flight passed  in an instant from the ga lleries to the  
streets; and th e  w hole capital was in com m otion. 

fjuon*®1" ^  was a terrib le m om ent. T h e  K in g  w as g o n e . T h e  
P rince had  n o t arrived. N o R eg en cy  had been  appointed . 
T h e  G reat S e a l, essen tia l to  the adm inistration o f  ordinary  
ju s t ic e , had d isappeared. I t  was soon  know n that F eversham  
h a d , on the rece ip t o f  th e  royal o rd er , instantly  d isbanded  
his forces. W hat respect for law or property w as likely to  be  
found am ong so ld iers, arm ed and con g reg a ted , em ancipated  
from the restraints o f  d iscip lin e, and d estitute o f  the n eces
saries o f  life?  On the other h an d , th e  populace o f  L ondon  
h ad , during som e w ee k s , show n a strong  d isposition  to 
turbulence and rapine. T h e  urgency  o f  the crisis un ited  for 
a short tim e a ll w ho had any in terest in the peace  o f  soc iety . 
R och ester  had till that day adhered  firmly to the  royal cause. 
H e  now  saw  that there w as only o n e w a y  o f  averting  general 
confusion . “ Call you r troop o f  G uards to g e th er ,” h e  said  
to N orthum berland , “ and declare for the  P rin ce  o f  O ran ge.”  
T h e  advice w as prom ptly fo llow ed . T h e  principal officers 
o f  th e  arm y w ho w ere then  in L ondon  h eld  a m eetin g  at 
W h iteh a ll, and reso lved  that they  w ould subm it to W illiam ’s 
authority , and w ou ld , till his p leasure should  b e  know n, 
k eep  their m en togeth er  and assist the civil pow er to  preserve  

meci’Vt'k 0r^er' * T h e  P eers repaired  to G uildhall, and w ere received  
Giiddbaii. there w ith all honour by the m agistracy o f  the city. In  strict*

’ History of the D esertion; M ulgrave's Account of the Revolution; 
E achard ’s History of the Revolution.
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ness o f  law they w ere no better en titled  than any other set 
o f  persons to assum e the execu tive adm inistration. B u t it 
was n ecessary  to  the public safety that there should  be a pro
visional govern m en t; and the eyes o f  m en naturally turned  
to the hereditary m agnates o f  the realm . T h e  extrem ity  
o f  the  danger drew Sancroft forth from h is palace. H e took  
the chair; a n d , under his p resid en cy , th e  new  A rchbishop  
o f  Y ork , five B ish o p s , and tw enty-tw o tem poral L o r d s, d e 
term ined to draw u p , su b scrib e, and publish a D eclaration . 
B y th is instrum ent they d eclared  that they w ere firmly at
tached to the re lig ion  and constitution  o f  their country, and 
that they had ch erished  the h op e o f  see in g  grievances re
dressed  and tranquillity restored  by the Parliam ent which the  
K ing had la tely  sum m oned, bu t that this hope had been  e x 
tinguished b y  h is flight. T h e y  had therefore determ ined  to 
jo in  w ith th e  P rince o f  O ran ge, in  order that th e  freedom  
o f  the nation m ight b e  v in d ica ted , that the rights o f  the  
Church m ight b e  se cu red , that a ju st  liberty  o f  conscience  
m ight b e  g iven  to  D issen ters, and that the P rotestant interest 
throughout th e  w orld  m ight b e  stren gth en ed . T ill H is H ig h 
ness should  arrive, they w ere prepared  to take on them selves  
the responsib ility  o f  g iv in g  such directions as m ight be ne
cessary for the  preservation o f  order. A  deputation was in
stantly se n t to lay this D eclaration  before th e  P rince, and to  
inform him  that h e was im patiently exp ected  in L on d on . *

T h e  L ords then proceed ed  to  deliberate on  the course  
w hich it  w as necessary to take for th e  prevention  o f  tum ult. 
T h ey  sen t for  th e  two Secretaries o f  S tate. M iddleton  re
fused  to subm it to w hat he regarded  as an usurped authority: 
but P resto n , astounded  by his m aster’s fligh t, and n ot know 
ing what to e x p e c t , or w hither to turn , ob eyed  the sum m ons. 
A  m essage w as sen t to S kelton , w ho was L ieutenant o f  the  
T o w er , req u estin g  hi3 attendance at G uildhall. H e  cam e, 
and was to ld  that h is serv ices w ere no lon ger  w an ted , and  
that h e  m ust instantly  deliver up his k ey s. H e  w as su cceed ed  
by L ord L ucas. A t the sam e tim e the P e ers  ordered  a letter  
to  be w ritten to D artm outh, enjoining him  to refrain from all 

* London Gazette, Dec. 13.1688.
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hostile  operations against th e  D utch  fleet, and to d isp lace all 
th e  P opish  officers w ho held  com m ands under him . *

T h e  part taken  in the p roceed in gs by S an croft, and by  
som e other persons who h a d , up to that day, b een  strictly  
faithful to  the principle o f  passive o b ed ien ce , deserves espe
cial n o tice . T o  usurp the com m and o f  th e  m ilitary and naval 
forces o f  the sta te , to rem ove tho officers w hom  the K in g  had 
se t over his castles and his sh ips, and to prohibit his Admiral 
from  g iv in g  battle to his en em ies, w as surely noth ing  less  
than reb ellion . Y e t  severa l h on est and ab le T or ie s o f  the  
schoo l o f  Filtner persuaded  them selves that they cou ld  do all 
these  things w ithout incurring the g u ilt  o f  resisting  their 
S o v ereign . T h e  d istinction  w hich they  took  w as, at least, 
ingen iou s. G overnm ent, they  said, is  the  ordinance o f  G od. 
H ereditary m onarchical governm ent is em inently  the  ordi
nance o f  G od . W hile the K ing com m ands w hat is lawful w e  
m ust oboy him actively . W h en  he com m ands w hat is un
lawful w e m ust ob ey  him  passively . In  no extrem ity  are wo 
justified in w ithstanding him  by force. B u t , i f  h e  ch ooses  
to  resign  his o ffice , his rights over us are at an end . W'hile 
h e govern s us, though h e  may govern  us il l ,  w e are bound to  
subm it: b u t, i f  h e  refuses to govern  us at a ll , w e are not 
b ound  to  rem ain for ever  w ithout a governm ent. A narchy  
is  n o t the  ordinance o f  G od ; nor w ill h e im pute it  to  us as a 
sin th a t, w hen a  p rin ce, w hom , in  sp ite  o f  extrem e p rovo
cations, w e have never  ceasod  to honour and o b e y , has 
d eparted  wo know  n ot w h ith er , leav in g  n o  v iceg ere n t, w e  
take the  on ly  course w hich can prevent the  entire d issolution  
o f  so c ie ty . H ad  our Sovereign  rem ained am ong u s , wo w ere  
read y , little  as h e  deserved  our lo v e , to d ie  a t his fee t . H ad  
h e , w hen h e  quitted  u s , appointed  a reg en cy  to g overn  us 
w ith vicarious authority during h is ab sen ce , to that regen cy  
alone shou ld  w e have lo o k ed  for  d irection . B u t h e  has 
d isap p eared , h aving m ade no provision  for the preservation  
o f  order or th e  adm inistration o f  ju stic e . Writh h im , and  
with his G reat S e a l, has van ished  the w hole m achinery by

* Clarke’s Life of Jam es, ii. 2S9.; M uigrave’s Account of the Revolu
tion ; Legge Papers in the Mackintosh Collection.
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■which a  m urderer can be pun ish ed , by w hich  the right to an 
estate can b e  d e c id e d , by which the effects o f  a  bankrupt 
can b e  distributed . H is last act has been  to free thousands 
o f  arm ed m en from  the restraints o f  military' d isc ip lin e , and 
to p lace them  in such a situation that they m ust plunder or 
starve. Y et a few  hours, and every m an’s hand will be  
against his neighbour. L ife , p rop erty , fem ale honour, will 
be at the mercy' o f  every law less spirit. YVe are at this 
m om ent actually  in that state o f  nature about which theorists 
have w ritten so m u ch ; and in that state we have been  placed, 
n ot by our fault, but b y  the voluntary defection  o f  him who 
ought to have b een  our protector. I lis  defection  may be 
justly  called  voluntary: for neither his life nor his liberty was 
in danger. H is enem ies had ju st  consented  to treat with him  
on a basis proposed  by h im self, and had offered  im m ediately  
to suspend all h ostile  operations, on con d ition s w hich he 
could  n o t deny to b e liberal. In such circum stances it is 
that h e has abandoned his trust. W e retract noth ing. W'e 
are in noth ing in con sisten t. W'e still assert our o ld  doctrines 
w ithout qualification. YVe still hold  that it is in  all cases 
sinful to  resist th e  m agistrate: b u t w e say that there is no 
lon ger any m agistrate to resist. H e who was th e  m agistrate, 
after lon g  abusing h is pow ers, has at last abdicated  them . 
T h e  abuse did not g ive  us a r ig h t to depose him : but the ab
dication g ives us a  right to consider how  w e m ay best supply  
his p lace.

It was on these  grounds that the P rince's party w as now  
sw ollen  by m any adherents w ho had previously stood  a lo o f  
from it. N ev e r , w ithin the m em ory o f  m an , had there b een  
so near an approach to entire concord  am ong all in te lligen t  
E nglishm en as at this conjuncture: and never  had concord  
b een  m ore n eed ed . L eg itim ate authority- there was none. 
A ll those evil passions which it is the office o f  governm ent to 
restrain , and w hich th e  b est  governm ents restrain but im per
fe c t ly , w ere on a sudden em ancipated from  control; avarice, 
licen tiou sn ess, reven ge, th e  hatred o f  sect to sect, the hatred  
o f  nation to nation . O n such occasions it w ill ever b e  found  
tha t the human verm in w h ich , n eg lected  b y  m inisters o f  state

CHAP.i._
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and ministers o f  religion, barbarous in the midst o f  civilisa
tion, heathen in the midst o f  Christianity, burrows among all 
physical and all moral pollution, in the cellars and garrets 
of great c ities, will at once rise into a terrible importance. So 
it was now in London. When the night, the longest night, 
as it chanced, o f  the year, approached, forth came from 
every den o f  v ice , from the bear garden at H ockley, and 
from the labyrinth o f  tippling houses and brothels in the 
Friars, thousands o f housebreakers and highwaymen, cut- 
purses and ring-droppers. W ith these were mingled thousands 
o f  idle apprentices, who wished merely for the excitem ent 
o f  a riot. Even men o f  peaceable and honest habits were 
impelled by religious animosity to join the lawless part o f the 
population. For the cry o f  No P opery , a cry which has more 
than once endangered the existence o f L on d on , was the 
signal for outrage and rapine. First the rabble fell on the 
Roman Catholic places o f  worship. T he buildings were demo
lished. B enches, pulpits, confessionals, breviaries were 
heaped up and set on fire. A great mountain o f books and 
furniture blazed on the site o f  the convent at Clerkenwell. 
Another pile was kindled before the ruins o f  the Franciscan 
house in Lincoln’s InnFields. T he chapel in Lime Street, the 
chapel in Bucklersbury, were pulled down. T he pictures, 
images and crucifixes were curried along the Btreets in 
triumph, amidst lighted tapers torn from the altars. The  
procession bristled thick with swords and staves, and on the 
point o f  every sword and o f  every staff was an orange. The  
K ing’s printing h ou se , whence had issued, during the pre
ceding three years, innumerable tracts in defence o f Papal 
supremacy, image worship, and monastic vow s, was, to use 
a coarse metaphor which then, for the first tim e, came into 
use, completely gutted. T he vast stock o f  paper, much of  
which was still unpolluted by types, furnished an immense 
bonfire. From monasteries, tem ples, and public offices, 
the fury o f the multitude turned to private dwellings. Several 
houses were pillaged and destroyed: but the smallness o f  the 
booty disappointed the plunderers; and soon a rumour was 
spread that the most valuable effects o f  the Papists had been
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placed  under the care o f  the foreign A m bassadors. T o  the CJAP> 
savage and  ignorant populace th e  law  o f  nations and the r is k -  
o f  bringing on their country the ju st  ven gean ce o f  all Europe  
w ere as n oth in g . T h e  houses o f  the  A m bassadors w ere  
b esieged . A  great crowd assem bled  b efore B ar illon ’s door  
in S t. Jam es’s Square. H e , h ow ever, fared b etter  than m ight 
have been  exp ected . F o r , though the governm ent w hich he  
represented  was h eld  in abhorrence, h is liberal house
keep ing and exact paym ents had  m ade him  personally  p o 
pular. M oreover h e  had taken the precaution o f  ask ing for  
a guard o f  so ld iers; and, as several m en o f  rank , w ho lived  
near h im , had done the sam e, a  considerable force was co l
lected  in the Square. T h e  r io ters, th erefore , w hen they  
were assured  that no arms or priests w ere con cea led  under 
his roo f, le ft him  unm olested. T h e  V enetian  E n voy  was 
protected  b y  a detachm ent o f  troops: but the m ansions oc
cupied by the  m inisters o f  the E lector  P alatin e  and o f  the  
Grand D u k e o f  T uscany  w ere d estroyed . O ne precious box  
the T uscan  m inister was ab le to save  from  the m arauders.
It contained  nine volum es o f  m em oirs, w ritten in the hand  
o f  Jam es h im self. T h e se  volum es reached  F rance in  safety , 
an d , after the  lapse o f  m ore than a  cen tu ry , perished  there  
in the h avoc o f  a revolu tion  far m ore terrib le than that from  
which they  had escap ed . B u t som e fragm ents still remain, 
an d , though grievously  m utila ted , and  im bedded in great 
m asses o f  child ish  fiction , w ell deserve to bo attentively  
stud ied .

T h e  rich p la te  o f  the Chapel R oyal had been  dep osited  at The 
W ild  H o u se , near L in co ln ’s Inn F ie ld s , the resid en ce o f  the  
Spanish am bassador R on q u illo . R o n q u illo , conscious that dor’s 
h e and his court had not deserved  ill o f  the  E nglish  nation, had «ckei. 
thou gh t it unnecessary to ask for so ld iers: but th e  m ob was 
not in a m ood to m ake nice distinctions. T h e  nam e o f  Spainhad  
lon g  b een  associated  in th e  public m ind with the Inquisition  
and th e  A rm ada, w ith the cruelties o f  M ary and the p lots  
against E lizabeth . R onq u illo  had also m ade h im se lf m any 
enem ies am ong the com m on p eop le  by availing h im self o f  his 
privilege to avoid  the necessity  o f  paying his d eb ts. H is house  

U aoautay, H istory. III. 23



chap. wag therefore sacked  w ithout m ercy; and a n ob le library,
■ 163'8 which h e  had c o lle c te d , p erished  in the flam es. H is only  

com fort was that th e  host in his chapel was rescu ed  from the  
sam e fate.*

T h e  m orning o f  the  tw elfth  o f  D ecem b er rose on a  ghastly  
sigh t. T h e  capital in m any p laces p resen ted  the  asp ect o f  a 
city taken by storm . T h eL o rd s m et at W hitehall, and exerted  
them selves to restore tranquillity . T h e  trainbands w ere or
dered  under arm s. A  b od y  o f  cavalry was kept in readiness 
to  d isperse tum ultuous assem b lages. Such  atonem ent as was 
at that m om ent p oss ib le  w as m ade for the gross insults which  
had  b een  offered  to foreign  governm ents. A  reward was pro
m ised  for the d iscovery o f  the  property taken from  W ild  
H o u se; and R o n q u illo , w ho had n ot a b ed  or an ounce o f  
plate le f t ,  was sp lend id ly  lo d g ed  in the d eserted  palace o f  the  
K in gs o f  E n glan d . A  sum ptuous table was k ep t for him ; and 
the  yeom en  o f  the guard  w ere ordered  to w ait in  his an te
cham ber w ith the sam e observance w hich they w ere in the  
habit o f  p aying to the Sovereign . T h e se  m arks o f  resp ect  
soo th ed  even  the  punctilious pride o f  the Spanish  C ourt, and  
averted  all danger o f  a rupture.**

Arreji of In  s p i t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o f  t h e  w e ll  m e a n t  e f fo r ts  o f  t h e  p ro v i 
de tfreya. 6;o n a j  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  a g i ta t io n  g re w  h o u r ly  m o re  fo rm i

d a b le .  I t  w a s  h e ig h te n e d  b y  a n  e v e n t  w h ic h , e v e n  a t  th is  d is 
ta n c e  o f  t im e ,  c a n  h a r d ly  b e  r e l a t e d  w i th o u t  a  f e e l in g  o f  v in 
d ic tiv e  p le a s u r e .  A  s c r iv e n e r  w h o  l iv e d  a t  W a p p i n g ,  a n d  
w h o se  t r a d e  w a s  to  f u r n is h  t h e  s e a fa r in g  m e n  th e r e  w ith  m o n e y  

• London G azelle, Dec. 13. 1688; R arillon, Dec. R . ;  C illers, sam e 
da le ; L ullrc ll's  D iary; Clarke's Life of Jam es , ii. 256. Orig. M em.; 
Ellis C orrespondence, Dec. 13.; Consuilalion of the Spanish Council o í 
S ta le , Jan . j j .  1GS9. Il appears lhal Ronquillo com plained bitterly lo 
his government of his losses; “ Sirviéndole solo de consuelo el haber 
tenido prevención de poder consum ir F,1 Santísim o.”

•* London G azelle, Dec. 13. 1CSS; LultreH 's D iary; Mulgravc's 
Account of Ibc R evolution; Consultation of the Spanish Council of 
S ta te , Jan . R . 16S9. Something was said abou t reprisals: but ihc 
Spanish council treated the suggestion with contem pt. “ Habiendo 
sido este hecho por un furor de pueb lo , sin consentimiento del go
b ie rn o , y antes contra su voluntad, como lo ha m ostrado la satisfacción 
que le han dado y le han prom etido , parece que no hay juicio humano 
que puede aconsejar que se pase á sem ejante rem edio."
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at high interest, had som e tim e b efore len t a sum  on bottom ry, chap. 
T h e  debtor applied  to equity for r e lie f  aga inst h is own b on d ; — 
and the case cam e before Jeffreys. T h e  counsel for the  bor
row er, having little  e lse  to sa y , said  that th e  len d er was a 
Trim m er. T h e  C hancellor instantly fired. “ A  T rim m er! 
w here is he? L et m e se e  him . I have heard o f  that kind o f  
m onster. W hat is it m ade l ik e ? ”  T h e  unfortunate creditor  
was forced  to  stand forth . T h e  C hancellor g lared  fiercely on  
him, storm ed at him, and sen t him  away h a lf dead  with fright. 
“W h ile I  l iv e ,”  the p o o r  man sa id , as h e  to ttered  out o f  the  
court, “ I shall never fo rg et that terrib le cou n tenan ce .”  A nd  
now  the day o f  retribution had arrived. T h e  T rim m er was 
w alk ing through W ap p ing , w hen h e saw a w ell known face  
look in g  out o f  th e  w indow  o f  an a leh ou se. H e  could  not be  
d ece iv ed . T h e  ey eb ro w s, in d e e d , had been  shaved  away.
T h e  dress was that o f  a com m on sailor from  N ew ca stle , and 
was b lack  with coal dust: b u t there  w as no m istaking the  
savage eye  and m outh o f  Jeffreys. T h e  alarm w as g iven . In  
a m om ent the h ou se  was surrounded b y  hundreds o f  peop le  
shaking b lu dgeons and bellow in g  curses. T h e  fug itive’s life  
was saved  by a com pany o f  the trainbands; and h e was carried  
before the L ord  M ayor. T h e  M ayor was a sim ple man who 
had passed  his w h ole  life in ob scu rity , and w as bew ildered  by  
finding h im se lf an im portant actor in a m ighty  revolu tion.
T h e  events o f  the last tw enty-four h ou rs, and the  perilous 
state o f  th e  city  w hich was under h is ch arge, had d isordered  
his m ind and his b od y . W hen the great m an, at w hose frown, 
a few  days b e fo re , the w hole kingdom  had trem b led , was 
dragged  into the ju stice  room  begrim ed  with a sh es , h a lf  dead  
with fr igh t, and fo llow ed  by a raging m ultitude, the agitation  
o f  the unfortunate M ayor rose to  the height. H e  fe ll into fits, 
and was carried to h is b e d , w hence he n ever rose . M ean
w hile the throng w ithout was constantly  b ecom in g  m ore nu
m erous and m ore savage. Jeffreys b eg g ed  to  b e  sent to  prison.
An order to that effect w as procured from  the L ords who w ere  
sitting  at W h ite h a ll; and h e was con veyed  in a carriage to the  
T ow er. T w o regim ents o f  m ilitia w ere drawn out to escort 
him , and found the duty a d ifficult on e. I t  w as repeatedly

23*
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chap. necessary for them  to form, as i f  for the purpose o f  repelling a 
"J663 charge o f  cavalry, and to present a forest o f  p ikes to the m ob. 

T h e  thousands who w ere d isappointed  o f  their reven ge pur
sued  the  co a ch , w ith how ls o f  ra g e , to the ga te  o f  th e  T ow er, 
brandishing cu d g e ls , and h o ld in g  up halters full in the pri
son er’s view . T h e  w retched  man m eantim e w as in convulsions 
o f  terror. H e  w rung h is hands; h e  lo o k ed  w ildly o u t, som e
tim es at one w in d ow , som etim es at the  o ther , and was heard  
even  ab ove the tum u lt, crying “ K eep  them  ofT, g en tlem en  1 
F o r  G o d ’s sake k eep  them  o f f l”  A t le n g t l i ,  hav ing  suffered  
far m ore than the bitterness o f  d e a th , he was safely  lo d g ed  in  
the fortress w here som e o f  h is m ost illustrious v ictim s had  
passed  their last d ay s, and w here his own life  w as d estin ed  to 
close in unspeakable ignom iny and horror.*

A ll this tim e an active search w as m aking after R om an  
C atholic priests. M any w ere arrested . T w o  B ish o p s , E llis  
a n d L ey b u rn , w ere sent to N ew g a te . T h e N u n c io , w ho had 
little reason  to  ex p ect that either his spiritual or h is po litica l 
character w ould b e resp ected  by the m ultitude, m ade his 
escape d isgu ised  as a lacq u ey  in th e  train o f  th e  m inister o f  
the D u k e o f  Savoy.**

The Irish A nother day o f  agitation and terror c lo s e d , and w as fol- 
Iilsb1- low ed  b y  a n igh t the strangest and m ost terrib le that E ngland

had  ever  se en . Early in  the ev en in g  an attack  was m ade by  
th e  rabble on a stately- house w hich  had b een  built a  few  
m onths b efore  for L ord  P o w is , w h ich  in the reign  o f  G eorge  
the  S econ d  was the resid en ce o f  the D u k e  o f  N ew ca stle , and 
which is still conspicuous at th e  northw estern  an gle  o f  L in 
c o ln ’s Inn F ie ld s . Som e troops w ere sen t thither: th e  m ob  
was d isp ersed , tranquillity seem ed  to  b e  resto red , and the  
citizens w ere retiring q u ietly  to their b ed s. J u st  at this time 
arose a w hisper w hich sw elled  fast into a  fearful clam our, 
passed in an hour from  P iccad illy  to W h itech ap el, and spread  
into every street and a lley  o f  the capital. I t  w as said  that the  

* North’s Life of G uildford, 220.; Jeffreys' Elegy; Luttrell's D iary; 
O ldm iion , 162. Oldmixon was in the crowd, and w as, 1 doubt n o t, one 
of the most furious there. He tells the story well. Ellis Correspondence j 
Burnet, i. 131. and Onslow’s note.

Adda, Dec. f , .- , C itters, Dec. 1}.
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Irish whom  F cvcrsham  had le t  lo o se  wore m arching on  L on - CH*P- 
don and m assacring every man, woman, and child on the  road , ""¡isir 
A t on e in th e  m orning th e  drums o f  the m ilitia beat to arm s. 
Everyw here terrified w om en w ere w eep in g  and w ringing their  
hands, w h ile  their fathers and husbands w ere equipping them 
se lves for fight. B e fo re  two th e  capital w ore a face o f  stern  
preparedness w hich m ight w ell have daunted  a rea l en em y, if 
such an enem y had b een  approaching. C andles wore b lazing  
at all the w indow s. T h e  public p laces w ere as bright as at 
noonday. A ll the great avenues w ere  barricaded. M ore  
than tw enty thousand p ikes and m uskets lined  the streets.
T h e  late daybreak o f  the w inter so lstice  found the w hole City 
still in arms. D uring  m any years the L ondoners retained  a 
viv id  reco llection  o f  what they  called  the Irish N ig h t. W hen  
it w as know n that there had b een  no cause o f  alarm , attem pts 
w ere m ado to d iscover the origin  o f  th e  rum our w hich had  
prod u ced  so m uch ag itation . It appeared that som e persons 
w ho had the look  and dress o f  clow ns ju st  arrived from the 
country had first spread the report in  the suburbs a little  
b efore m idn ight: but w h en ce th ese  m en cam e, and by whom  
they w ere em p lo y ed , rem ained  a m ystery. A nd  soon  news 
arrived from  m any quarters w hich bew ildered  the p ub lic  mind  
still m ore. T h e  panic had  not b een  confined to L ondon. T h e  
cry that d isbanded Irish so ld iers w ere com ing to m urder tho  
P rotestants h a d , w ith m alignant in gen u ity , b een  raised  at 
on ce in m any p laces w id ely  distant from each other. G reat 
num bers o f  le tter s , sk ilfu lly  fram ed for th e  purpose o f  
frighten ing ignorant p eo p le , had b een  sen t by sta g e  coaches, 
by w a g g o n s, and by th e  p o st , to various parts o f  E ngland .
A ll these  letters cam e to hand alm ost at the sam e tim e. In a 
hundred towns at on ce  the populace w as p ossessed  with the  
b e lie f  that arm ed barbarians w ere a t'h a n d , bent on  perpe
trating crim es as fou l as those w hich had d isgraced  the  rebel
lion o f  U lster . N o  P rotestant w ould find m ercy. Children  
w ould b e com pelled  b y  torture to m urder their parents.
B abes w ould b e  stuck  on p ik es , or flung into the blazing ruins 
o f  what had la tely  b een  happy dw ellings. G reat m ultitudes 
assem bled  with w eapons: the  p eo p le  in som e places b egan  to
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c h a p . pull down b r id g es , and to throw up b a rr ica d es: bu t soon  the 
lej3;_  excitem en t w ent dow n. In  m any districts those  w ho had been  

so fou lly  im posed  upon learned  w ith  d e lig h t, a lloyed  by 
sham e, that there  was not a sin g le  P op ish  so ld ier  w ithin a 
w eek ’s m arch. T h ere  w ere p la c e s , in d e e d , w here som e  
straggling bands o f  Irish m ade their appearanceand dem anded  
fo o d : b u t it can scarcely  b e  im puted  to them  as a crim e that 
they  d id  n ot ch oo se  to d ie o f  hunger; and there is no ev id en ce  
that they  com m itted any wanton outrage. In  truth they were  
m uch less num erous than w as com m only supposed; and their 
spirit was cow ed  b y  finding them selves le ft  on a sudden  w ith
out leaders or p rovision s, in th e  m idst o f  a m ighty population  
w hich felt towards them  as m en fee l tow ards a drove o f  
w olves. O f all the subjects o f  Jam es none had m ore reason  
to execrate him than these  unfortunate m em bers o f  h is church  
and defenders o f  his throne.*

It  is honourable to  the E nglish  character th a t , notw ith 
stand ing th e  aversion  w ith  w hich the R om an C atholic relig ion  
and the  Irish race w ere then  reg a rd ed , notw ithstanding the  
anarchy w hich w as th e  effect o f  th e  flight o f  Jam es, notw ith
standing the artful m achinations w hich w ere em p loyed  to 
scare the m ultitude into cruelty, no atrocious crim e was per
petrated  at this conjuncture. M uch property , in d eed , was d e
stroyed  and carried aw ay. T h e  houses o f  m any R om an C atholic  
gen tlem en  w ere  attack ed . Parks w ere ravaged . D eer  w ere  
slain and sto len . Som e ven era b le  specim ens o f  the  d om estic  
architecture o f  the m idd le ages b ea r  to  this day the  m arks o f  
popular v io len ce . T h e  roads w ere in  m any p laces m ade im
passable by a se lf-ap poin ted  po lice, w hich stopped  every travel
ler till he proved  that h e was n ot a P ap ist. T h e  T ham es was 
in fested  by a se t o f  p irates w ho, under preten ce  o f  searching  
for arms or d elin q u en ts, rum m aged every boat that p assed . 
O bnoxious persons w ere insu lted  and h ustled . M any persons 
w ho were n ot ob n oxious w ere g lad  to ransom  their persons and

* C itters, Dec. {]. 168S; L utlre ll's  D iary ; Ellis Correspondence; 
O ldm ixon, 161. ;  Speke’s Secret History of Ihe Revolution; C larke's Life 
of J am e s , ii. 151.; Eacharil’s History of the Revolution; History of the 
Desertion.
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effects b y  bestow ing som e guineas on the  zealous P rotestants  
who had, w ithout any leg a l authority, assum ed the  office o f  ■ 
inquisitors. B u t in all this con fusion , which lasted  several 
days and ex ten d ed  over m any cou n ties, n ot a single R om an  
Catholic lost his life . T h e  m ob show ed  n o  inclination to b lood , 
except in the case o f  Jeffreys; and the hatred w hich that bad  
man inspired had m ore affinity w ith hum anity than with  
cruelty.*

M any years later H ugh S p ek e affirm ed that th e  Irish N igh t  
was his work, that h e  had prom pted  the rustics w ho raised  
L on d on , and that he w as the author o f  the letters w hich had  
spread dism ay through th e  country. H is assertion is not in
trinsically im p rob ab le: bu t it rests on no ev id en ce ex cep t his 
own w ord. H e  w as a man qu ite  capable o f  com m itting such a 
villany, and quite capable also o f  fa lse ly  boasting that h e  had  
com m itted it.**

A t L on d on  W illiam  was im patiently exp ected : for it was 
not doubted  that h is v igour and ability  w ould  sp eed ily  restore  
order and security . T h ere  was h ow ever som e delay for which  
the P rin ce  cannot ju stly  b e  b lam ed. H is original intention  
had been  to proceed  from  H ungerford  to O xford , w here he  
was assured o f  an honourable and affectionate reception : but 
the arrival o f  the  deputation  from G uildhall induced  him  
to change his in tention  and to hasten directly  tow ards the  
capital. On the w ay h e  learned  that F evcrsham , in pur
suance o f  th e  K in g ’s ord ers, had dism issed  the royal army, 
and that thousands o f  so ld iers, freed  from  restraint and d esti
tute o f  n ecessaries, w ere scattered  over the  counties through  
w hich the road  to L ondon  lay. It w as therefore im possible  
for W illiam  to proceed  slenderly  a ttended  w ithout great 
danger, n ot on ly  to  his own person, about w hich he was n ot  
m uch in the hab it o f b ein g  solic itous, but also to  the  great in
terests w hich w ere under h is care. It w as necessary that he  
should regu late his own m ovem ents by the m ovem ents o f  his 
troops; and troops cou ld  then m ove but slow ly  over the  h igh 
w ays o f  E ngland  in m idw inter. H e was, on th is occasion , a

’ Clarke's Life of Jam es, fi- 25S.
"  Secret History of the Revolution.

C UAP.
I ,

isss.



3 6 0 H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

c iu p . little  m oved from  his ordinary com posure. “ I  a m  not to be  
■"isSST-  thus d ealt w i t h l i e  exclaim ed w ith b itterness; “ and that m y  

L ord F eversham  shall find .”  Prom pt and jud ic iou s m ea
sures w ere taken to rem edy the  evils w hich Jam es had caused. 
Churchill and G rafton w ere entrusted  w ith the task o f  reas
sembling; the d ispersed  army and bringing it  into order. T h e  
E nglish  so ld iers w ere invited  to  resum e their  military cha
racter. T h e  Irish w ere com m anded to deliver up their arms 
on pain o f  b ein g  treated  as banditti, but w ere assured that, i f  
they w ould  subm it q u ie tly , they  should  b e  supplied w ith n e
cessaries.*

T h e  P r in ce’s orders w ere carried into effect w ith scarce
ly  any op p osition , ex cep t from the Irish sold iers w ho had  
b een  in  garrison at T ilb u ry . O ne o f  these m en snapped  a 
pisto l at G rafton. I t  m issed  fire, and the  assassin  w as in
stantly  sh o t dead  b y  an E nglishm an. A b ou t tw o hundred o f  
the unfortunate strangers m ado a gallant attem pt to return to 
their own country. T h e y  se ized  a rich ly  laden  E ast India  
man w hich had ju st  arrived in the T h a m e s , and tried  to pro
cure p ilots b y  force at G ravesend . N o  p ilo t , how ever, was 
to b e  found; and they  w ere under th e  necessity  o f  trusting to  
their  own skill in navigation . T h e y  soon  ran their ship  
agrou n d , an d , a fter som e b lo o d sh ed , w ere com p elled  to lay  
down their arms.**

W illiam  had now  b een  five w eeks on E nglish  ground; and  
during th e  w hole o f  that tim e his g o o d  fortune had b een  un
interrupted. H is ow n prudence and firm ness had b een  con 
sp icuously  d isp layed , and yet had done less for him than the  
fo lly  and pusillanim ity o f  o thers. A nd  n o w , at the m om ent 
w hen it seem ed  that his plans w ere about to b e  crow ned with  
entire success, they  w ere d isconcerted  by one o f  those  strange  
incidents w hich so  often  confound  th e  m ost exq u isite  d ev ices, 
o f  human policy .

lotiincd On the m orning o f  the thirteenth  o f  D ecem b er the  p eop le  
I«« o f  L on d on , n ot y et fully recovered  from the agitation o f  the

•C larendon 's  D iary , Dec. 13. 16S3; C itlers, Dec. 1}.; Eachard's 
History of the Revolution.

"  Ciltcrs, Dec. |{ . 1688; Luttrell's  Diary.
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Irish N ig h t, w ere surprised by a rum our that the K ing had chap. 
been d eta in ed , and was still in the  island . T h e  report lcaa 
gathered  strength  during the day, and was fully  confirm ed b e
fore the even ing.

Jam es had travelled  with relays o f  coach horses a lon g  the 
southern shore o f  the  T h a m es, and on the  m orning o f  the 
tw elfth had reached  E m ley Ferry near the  island o fS h ep p ey .
T h ere  lay the hoy in w hich he was to sa il. H e  w en t on b o a r d : 
but the w ind b lew  fr e sh ; and the m aster w ould  not venture  
to put to sea  w ithout m ore ballast. A  tide was thus lost. 
M idnight was approaching before the v esse l began to float.
B y  that tim e the  new s that the K in g  had d isappeared , that the 
country w as w ithout a govern m en t, and that L ondon  was in 
confusion, had travelled  fast dow n the T h am es, and w herever  
it spread had p roduced  outrage and m isrule. T h e  rude fisher
men o f  the K entish  coast ey ed  the h oy  with suspicion and  
with cupid ity . I t  was w hispered  that som e persons in the garb  
o f  gen tlem en  had g o n e  on board o f  her in great haste. P e r 
haps they  w ere Jesu its: perhaps they w ere rich. F ifty  or  
sixty  boatm en, anim ated at on ce  by hatred o f  P opery  and by  
love o f  plunder, boarded  the h oy  ju st  as she was about to m ake 
sail. T h e  passengers w ere to ld  that they m ust go on shore  
and b e exam ined by a m agistrate. T h e  K in g ’s appearance  
excited  su sp icion . “ It is  F a th e r P e tr e ,”  cried  one ruffian;
“ Ik n o w  him b y  his lean  ja w s.”  “ Search the hatchet faced  
old J e s u it ,”  becam e the  genera l cry. H e was rudely pulled  
and pushed  about. H is m oney and watch w ere taken from  
him . H e had about him  his coronation r in g , and som e  
other trinkets o f  great va lu e: but these escaped  th e  search o f  
the  rob b ers, w ho indeed  w ere so ignorant o f  jew ellery  that 
they took  his diam ond b uck les for bits o f  g lass.

A t len gth  th e  prisoners w ere put on shore and carried to  
an inn. A  crowd had assem bled  there to see  them ; and  
J a m es, though  d isgu ised  by a w ig  o f  different shape and  
colour from  that w hich h e  usually w o re , was at on ce  re
cogn ised . F o r  a  m om ent the rabble seem ed  to b e  overaw ed:  
but the exhortations o f  their ch iefs revived  their c o u ra g e ; and  
th e  sig h t o f  H a les, w hom  they  w ell knew  and bitterly hated,
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eiup. inflam ed tlielr fury. H is park was in the  neigh b ourhood ; and  
- lw8.~~ at that very  m om ent a band  o f  rio ters w as em ployed  in  p illa 

g in g  his h ou se  and sh o o tin g  his deer . T h e  m ultitude assured  
the  K ing that they w ould n o t hurt him : but they  refused  to 
le t  him  depart. I t  chanced  that the  Earl o f  W in ch elsea , a 
P ro testa n t, but a zea lou s roya list, head  o f  the F inch  fam ily, 
and a near kinsm an o f  N ottin gh am , was then at Canterbury. 
A s soon  as he learned  w hat had  happened  ho hastened  to the  
c o a st, accom pained  b y  som e K entish  gen tlem en . B y  their 
in tervention  th e  K in g  w as rem oved  to a m ore conven ient 
lod g in g: but h e  w as still a prisoner. T h e  m ob k ep t constant 
w atch round the h ou se  to w hich he had been  carried; and som e 
o f  th e  ringleaders lay at the door o f  his bedroom . H is d e
m eanour m eantim e was t h a to fa  m an, all th e  nerves o f  w hose  
m ind had been  broken by th e  load o f  m isfortunes. S om e
tim es h e  sp ok e so h aughtily  that the rustics who had charge o f  
him  w ere p rovok ed  into m aking in so len t rep lies . T h en  he  
b etook  h im self to  supp lication . “ L e t  m e g o ,”  he cried ; “ g et  
m e a boat. T h e  P rince  o f  O range is hunting for m y life . I f  
you do n ot le t m e fly n o w , it w ill b e  too  late. M y b lood  will 
be on your heads. H e  that is n o t w ith m e is against m e .”  On  
this last text h e  preached  a serm on h a lf  an hour lon g . H o  
harangued on a strange variety  o f  su b jects , on  the  d is
ob ed ien ce  o f  the fellow s o f  M agdalene C o lleg e , on the  
m iracles w rought by Sain t W in ifred ’s w e ll, on the disloyalty  
o f  the black co a ts, and on the virtues o f  a p iece  o f  the true 
cross which he had unfortunately lost. “ W hat have I  d o n e ? ”  
h e  dem anded o f  the K entish  squires w ho a tten d ed  him . “ T e ll  
me the truth. W hat error have I com m itted ?”  T h o se  to  
whom  h e put these  questions w ere too hum ane to return the  
answ er w hich m ust have risen  to their l ip s , and  listen ed  to his  
w ild  talk in p ity in g  silen ce .*

W hen th e  new s that h e  had b een  sto p p ed , insulted, 
roughly h a n d le d , and p lu nd ered , and that he was still a pri
soner in th e  hands o f  rude churls, reach ed  th e  cap ita l, m any

• Clarke’s Life of Jam e s , ii. 2S1. Orig. M em .; Letter printed In 
T lndal’s Continuation of Rapin. This curious le tte r is in the Bar). MSS. 
eaix
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passions w ere rou sed . R ig id  C hurchm en, w ho h a d , a few  chap. 
hours b e fo re , b egu n  to think that they w ere freed  from  their —69-£-  
allegiance to  h im , now felt m isg iv in gs. H e  had n o t q u itted  
his k ingdom . H e had not consum m ated h is abd ication . I f  
h e  should  resu m e his regal o ffice , could  th e y , on their  prin
c ip les, refuse to pay him  ob ed ien ce?  E n ligh ten ed  statesm en  
foresaw  w ith concern that all the disputes w hich h is (ligh t had  
for a m om ent se t at rest w ould  b e  revived  and exasperated  by  
his return. Som e o f  th e  com m on p e o p le , though still sm art
ing from  recen t w ron gs, w ere touched  with com passion fo r a  
great prince outraged  by ruffians, and w ere w illing  to en ter
tain a h o p e , m ore honourable to their goo d  nature than to  
their d iscernm ent, that he m ight even  now  rep en t o f  the er
rors which had brought on  him  so terrib le a punishm ent.

From  the m om ent w hen it was know n that the K ing was 
still in E n g la n d , S an croft, w ho had h itherto acted  as c h ie f  o f  
the provisional governm ent, absen ted  h im se lf from the sittings 
o f  the P eers . H a lifax , w ho had ju st  returned from  the D utch  
head q u arters, was p laced  in th e  chair. H is sentim ents had  
und ergon e a great change in a  few  hours. B oth  public and  
private fee lin gs now  im pelled  him  to jo in  the W higs. T h o se  
who candid ly exam ine the ev id en ce w hich has com e dow n to 
us w ill b e  o f  opin ion  that ho accep ted  th e  office o f  royal Com
m issioner in the sincere hope o f  effecting an accom m odation  
betw een  the  K in g  and the P rince on fair term s. T h e  n eg o 
tiation had com m enced  prosperously: the P rince had offered  
term s which the K in g  could  n o t but acknow ledge to b e  fair: 
th e  e loq u en t and ingenious T rim m er m ight (latter h im self that 
he should b e  ab le to m ed iate betw een  infuriated faction s, to 
dictate a com prom ise betw een  extrem e op in ions, to secure  
the liberties and relig ion  o f  his country, w ithout exp osin g  her  
to the risks inseparable from  a change o f  dynasty and a  dis
puted su ccession . W hile h e  was p leasin g  h im se lf with  
thoughts so agreeab le to  his tem p er , h e  learned  that h e  had  
been  d ece iv ed , and had b een  used  as an instrum ent for d e 
ceiv ing  the  nation. H is m ission to H ungerford  had  b een  a 
fo o l's  errand. T h e  K in g  had never m eant to ab ide by the  
term s which he had instructed his Com m issioners to propose.
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o u r .  H o had charged  them  to d eclare that he was w illing  to subm it 
l(Mt all the questions in d ispute to the  Parliam ent w hich he had  

sum m oned; a n d , w h ile  they w ere d eliverin g  h is m essa g o , ho 
had burned  the  w rits, m ade aw ay w ith  the se a l, le t lo o se  the  
arm y, susp en d ed  th e  adm inistration o f  ju s t ic e , d issolved  the  
govern m en t, and fled  from  the capital. H alifax saw that an 
am icable arrangem ent was no lon ger  p oss ib le . H e  a lso  felt, 
it may be su sp ected , the vexation  natural to a man w idely  re
now ned for w isd om , w ho finds that he has b een  duped by an 
understanding im m easurably inferior to his ow n , and the  
v exation  natural to  a  great m aster o f  r id icu le , w ho finds him
se lf  p laced  in a rid icu lous situation . H is jud g m en t and his 
resen tm en t alike induced  him to relinquish  the schem es o f  re
conciliation  on  w hich h e had hitherto been  intent, and to p lace  
h im self at th e  head  o f  those w ho w ere b en t on raising W illiam  
to th e  throne.*

A  journal o f  w hat passed in the  Council o f  L ords w hile H a
lifax  p resided  is still extan t in his own handw riting.*' N o  
p recaution , w hich seem ed  n ecessary  for the prevention  of 
outrage and ro b b ery , was om itted . T h e  P eers took on  them 
se lves the  responsib ility  o f  g iv in g  orders th a t , i f  the rabble 
ro se  aga in , the so ld iers shou ld  fire w ith  bu llets. Jeffreys 
was brought to  W hitehall and interrogated  as to w hat had b e 
com e o f  the G reat S ea l and the w rits. A t his own earnest re
q uest he was rem anded to the T o w e r , as th e  only p lace w here  
his life  cou ld  b e safe; and h e retired  thanking and b lessin g  
those  w ho had g iven  him the p rotection  o f  a prison . A  W hig  
noblem an m oved that O ates should b e  se t at lib erty : but this 
m otion was overruled.***

• Reresby was lold, by a tody whom he does not nam e , ibal the King 
bad no intention of withdrawing till he received a le tte r from Halifax, 
who was then at llungerford. The le tte r, she sa id , informed His 
Majesty th a t, if he s ta id , his life would be in danger. This is certainly 
a mere rom ance. The King, before the Commissioners left London, 
had lold Barillon that their em bassy was a m ere fe in t, and had ex
pressed a full resolution to leave the country. I t is clear from Keresby's 
ow n narrative that Halifax thought him self sham efully used.

’* Hart. MS. 255.
•*• Halifax M S.; C itters, Dec. 1J. 1CS8.
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T h e  business o f  the day w as nearly o v er , and H alifax  was cimp. 
about to r ise , w hen  he was inform ed that a m essen ger from  — 
Sheerness was in a tten d an ce. N o  occurrence could  b e  m ore 
perp lex in g  or annoying. T o  do an yth in g , to  do noth ing, 
was to incur a grave responsib ility . H a lifax , w ish ing pro
bably to obtain tim e for com m unication w ith the P rince, 
w ould have adjourned th e  m eetin g ; but M ulgrave b eg g ed  the  
L ords to k eep  their  se a ts , and in trodu ced  the m essenger.
T h e  m an to ld  his story w ith  m any te a r s , and prod u ced  a letter  
w ritten in the K in g’s h an d , and addressed  to no particular 
p erso n , bu t im ploring the a id  o f  all g o o d  Englishm en.*

Such  an appeal it was hardly possib le to  disregard. T h e  
L ords ordered  F eversh am  to h asten  w ith a troop o f  the L ife  slm'to be 
Guards to the p lace w here the  K in g  was d e ta in e d , and to se t "be«,. 
H is M ajesty  at liberty.

A lready M iddleton  and a few  other adherents o f  the  royal 
cause had se t out to assist and com fort their unhappy m aster.
T h e y  found him  strictly  con fin ed , and w ere n o t suffered to 
en ter  h is presen ce  till th ey  had  delivered  up their sw ords.
T h e  concourse o f  p eop le  about him  was by this tim e im m ense.
S om e W hig gen tlem en  o f  the  neighbourhood  had brought a 
large b od y  o f  m ilitia to guard him . T h ey  had im agined  m ost 
erroneously that by detaining him they  w ere ingratiating  
them selves w ith his en em ies , and  w ere greatly  d isturbed  
w hen they learned  that the treatm ent w hich the K ing had un
d ergon e was disapproved by the  P rovision al G overnm ent in 
L o n d o n , and that a b od y  o f  cavalry w as on the  road to release  
him . Feversham  soon  arrived. H e had le ft  his troop at 
S ittin g b o u rn e; bu t there w as no occasion  to use force . T h e  
K in g  w as su ffered  to depart w ithout o p p osition , and was re
m oved  by his friends to R o ch ester , w here he took  som e rest, 
w hich h e  greatly  n eed ed . H e  was in a p itiab le state. N o t  
only was his understand ing, w hich  had never b een  very  clear, 
altogeth er b ew ild ered : but the personal courage w h ic h , w hen  
a y ou n g  m an, he had show n in several b a ttles , both  b y  sea  
and by la n d , had forsaken  h im . T h e  rough corporal usage  
w hich h e  had n o w , for the first tim e, u n d ergon e, seem s to  

* Jlulgrave 's Account of tbe Revolution.
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chap. have d iscom posed  him m ore than any other ev en t o f  bis
1 less chequered  life . T h e  d esertion  o f  his arm y, o l his favourites,

o f  his fam ily , a ffected  him  less  than  the  in d ign ities w hich h e  
suffered w hen his h oy  w as b oard ed . T h e  rem em brance o f  
those indignities con tinu ed  lo n g  to rankle in his heart, and on  
one occasion  show ed  it se lf  in a way w hich m oved all E urope to 
contem ptuous m irth. In  the fourth year o f  his ex ile  he at
tem pted  to lure back his subjects b y  offering them  an am nesty . 
T h e  am nesty w as accom panied  by a lo n g  list o f  ex cep tion s;

. and in  this list the poor fisherm en w ho had search ed  his 
p ock ets rudely appeared  sid e  b y  sid e  with C hurchill and  
D an b y. From  this circum stance w e m ay ju d g e  how  keen ly  
he m ust have fe lt  the outrage w hile it was still recent.*

Y e t , had h e  p o ssessed  an ordinary m easure o f  g o o d  sense , 
he w ould have seen  that those  w ho had d etained  him  had unin
tentionally  done him  a great serv ice . T h e  events w hich had  
taken p la ce  during his ab sen ce from  his capital ought to have  
con v in ced  him that, i f  h e  had su cceed ed  in esca p in g , h e  never  
w ould  have returned . In his ow n desp ite  h e  had b een  saved  
from  ruin. H e  had another ch an ce, a la st chance. G reat as 
his offences had b e e n , to  dethrone h im , w hile h e rem ained  
in  his k in gdom  and offered  to assent to such con d ition s as a 
free P arliam ent m ight im p o se , w ould havo b een  alm ost im
p ossib le .

D uring a short tim e h e  seem ed  d isp osed  to rem ain. H e  
sent Fcversham  from  R och ester  with a le tter  to W illiam . T h e  
substance o f  the  le tter  was that H is M ajesty was on  h is way  
b ack  to W h iteh a ll, that he w ished  to have a personal con 
ference w ith  the P r in c e , and that Saint Jam es's P a lace  should  
b e  fitted  up for  his H ighness.**  

william’s W illiam  w as now  at W indsor. H e  had learned  with deep  
tassment m ortification th e  events which had taken p lace on th e  coast o f  

K en t. J u st before th e  new s arrived , th o se  w ho approached  
him  observed  that h is spirits w ere unusually h igh . H e had, 
in d e e d , reason  to  rejo ice . A  vacant throne was b efore him . 
A ll p arties, it se em e d , w ou ld , w ith  one v o ic e , inv ite  him to

* See his proclam ation, dated from St. Germains, April 20.1692.
** Clarke’s Life of Jam es, ii. 261. Qrig. Mem.
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m ount it. On a su dden  his prospects w ere overcast. T h e  chap. 
ab d ication , it ap p eared , had n ot b een  com pleted . A  la r g e - -¡¿ j— 
proportion o f  his ow n fo llow ers w ould have scruples about d e 
p osin g  a K in g  w ho rem ained am ong th em , w ho invited  them  
to  represent their grievances in a parliam entary w a y , and who  
prom ised full redress. It was n ecessary  that th e  P rince should  
exam ine his new  p o sit io n , and determ ine on  a new  line o f  
action. N o  course was open to him  which was a ltogeth er free  
from  o b jection s , no course which w ould  place him in a situa
tion so advantageous as that which h e  had occup ied  a few  
hours before. Y et som eth ing  m ight b e  d on e. T h e  K in g’s 
first attem pt to  escape had fa iled . W hat was now  m ost to be  
desired  was that he should m ake a second  attem pt with better  
success. H e  m ust b e  at on ce  frightened  and en ticed . T h e  
liberality w ith w hich he had b een  treated in  the  n egotiation  at 
H u n gerford , and w hich h e had  requ ited  by a  breach  o f  faith, 
w ould now  b e  out o f  season . N o  term s o f  accom m odation  
must b e  proposed  to him . I f  h e  shou ld  propose terms he m ust 
b e cold ly answ ered . N o  v io len ce  m ust be used tow ards him , 
or even  threatened . Y et it m ight n ot be  im possib le, w ithout 
either using or  threatening v io le n c e , to  m ake so w eak a man 
uneasy about h is p ersonal safety . H e  w ould soon  b e eager to  
fly. A ll facilities for flight m ust then  b e p laced  within his 
reach; and care m ust b e  taken  that he should n ot again be  
stopped  by any officious b lunderer.

Such  was W illiam 's plan: and the ability and determi-Arrest ■>( 
nation with w hich he carried it into effect present a strange  
contrast to  the  fo lly  and cow ardice with which h e  had to deal.
H e soon  had an ex ce llen t opportunity o f  com m encing his 
system  o f  intim idation. F eversham  arrived a t W indsor with  
Jam es’s le tter . T h e  m essen ger had n ot b een  very jud ic iou sly  
se lec ted . I t  w as h e  w ho had d isbanded the  royal arm y. T o  
him  prim arily w ere to  b e  im puted the confusion  and terror o f  
the Irish N ig h t. H is con d u ct was lou d ly  blam ed by the  
public. W illiam  had b een  provoked  in to  m uttering a few  
w ords o f  m en a ce : and a few  w ords o f  m enace from  W illiam ’s 
lips gen era lly  m eant som eth ing. F eversham  was ask ed  for  
his safe con d u ct. H e  had none. B y  com ing w ithout one
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cnAp. |nto  the  m idst o f  a h ostile  cam p , h e  h a d , accord in g  to the  laws 
~ f6 s ~ ' o f  w ar, m ade h im se lf  liab le to b e  treated  w ith  the  utm ost 

severity . W illiam  refused  to  see  him , and ordered him to  bo  
put under arrest.*  Z ulestein  w as instantly despatched  to  
inform  Jam es that the  P r in ce  d eclin ed  the p roposed  con
feren ce , and desired  that H is M ajesty w ould remain at 
R och ester .

was t ° °  J am es was already in L on d on . H e
London, had hesitated  about the jo u r n e y , and h a d , at one tim e, deter

m ined to m ake another attem pt to reach the  C ontinent. B ut 
at len gth  h e  y ie ld ed  to the  urgency o f  friends w ho w ere w iser  
than h im self, and se t  out for W hitehall. H e arrived there on 
the afternoon o f  S u n d ay , the six teenth  o f  D ecem b er. H e  had  
b een  apprehensive that th e  com m on p eo p le , w h o , during his  
absence, had g iven  so m any proofs o f  their aversion  to P opery , 
w ould offer him  som e affront. B u t th e  very v io len ce  o f  the  
recen t outbreak had p roduced  a rem ission . T h e  storm  had  
spent itse lf . G ood  hum our and p ity  had su cceed ed  to  fury. 
In no quarter w as any d isposition show n to insu lt the  K ing. 
S om e cheers w ere raised as his coach  passed  through the C ity. 
T h e  b ells o f  som e churches w ere rung; and a few  bonfires 
w ere ligh ted  in honour o f  his return.** H is feeb le  m ind, which  
had ju s t  before b een  sunk in d esp o n d en cy , was extravagantly  
elated  by these  u n exp ected  signs o f  popular g ood w ill and  
com passion . H e  en tered  his dw elling in h igh  spirits. It 
sp eed ily  resum ed  its o ld  a sp ec t. R om an C atholic priests, 
w ho h ad , during the  preced in g  w eek , b een  g lad  to h ide them -

• C larendon’s Diary, Dec. 16. 16S8; B urnet, i. S00.
•• C larke's Life of Jam es , ii. 261. Grig. M em.; B urnet, I 199. In the 

History of theDcserlion(1689), it is affirmed that the shouts on this occa
sion were uttered  merely by some idle boys, and that the great bod; of 
the people looked on in silence- Oldmixon , who was in the crow d, says 
the sam e; and R alph , whose prejudices were very different from O ld- 
m iion ’s ,  tells us that the inform ation which he had received from a 
respectable eye witness was to the sam e effect. The tru th  probably is 
that the signs of joy were in themselves sligh t, bu t seemed extraordinary 
because a violent explosion of public indignation had been expected. 
Barillon mentions that there had been acclam ations and som e honGres, 
but adds, “ La peuple dans le fond esl pour le Prince d’Orange." 
Dec. R . 1688.
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selves from  the rage o f  th e  m ultitude in vaults and cok lofts, chap.
now  cam e forth from  their lurking p la c e s , and dem anded p o s -  ¡ ¿ ¿ 7

session  o f  their o ld  apartm ents in th e  pa lace. G race w as said  
at th e  royal tab le by a Jesu it. T h e  Irish b ro g u e , then the  
m ost hatefu l o f  a ll sounds to  E nglish  ears, w as heard  every
w here in the courts and ga lleries . T h e  K ing h im self had re
sum ed a ll his o ld  haughtiness. H e h e ld  a C ouncil, his last 
C ouncil, a n d , even  in that ex trem ity , sum m oned to the board  
persons n ot leg a lly  qualified  to sit there . H e  exp ressed  high  
displeasure at the  conduct o f  those  L ords w h o , during his ab
sence , had  dared to take the  adm inistration on them selves.
It was their d u ty , h e  co n ce iv ed , to  le t  soc iety  b e  d isso lv ed , to 
le t the hou ses o f  A m bassadors b e p u lled  d ow n , to le t L ondon  
be se t on fire, rather than assum e the functions w hich h e  had  
thought fit to abandon. A m on g those whom  h e  thus cen
sured w ere som e nob les and p relates w h o , in sp ite o f  all his 
errors, had b een  constantly true to h im , and w h o , even  after  
this p rovocation , never could  b e  induced  b y  hope or fear to  
transfer their allegiance from  him  to  any other sovereign . *

B u t his courage was soon  cast dow n. Scarcely  had he 
entered his palace w hen Z u leste in  was announced . W illiam ’s 
cold  and stern m essage was d elivered . T h e  K ing still pressed  
for a personal con feren ce w ith h is nephew . “ I  w ould  not 
have le ft R o c h e s te r ,”  h e sa id , “ i f  I  had know n that h e  wished  
m e n ot to do so : b u t, sin ce  I  am h e r e , I  hope that h e  will 
com e to Sain t Jam es’s . ”  “ I  m ust p la in ly te lly o u r  M ajesty ,”  
said Z u leste in , “ that H is H igh n ess w ill n ot com e to  L ondon  
while there are any troops h ere  w hich are n o t under his 
o rd ers .”  T h e  K in g , con foun d ed  by th is an sw er, rem ained  
silent. Z u leste in  retired ; and so o n  a gentlem an  entered  the  
bedcham ber with th e  new s that Feversham  had b een  put 
under arrest.** Jam es was greatly  disturbed. Y et the re 
collection  o f  th e  applause w ith which h e  had b een  g reeted  still 
buoyed  up h is spirits- A  w ild  h op e  rose in his m ind. H e

* London G azelle, Dec. 1 6 .16S8; M uigrave’s Accounl of ihe Itevolu- 
lion ; History of the D esertion: B urnet, i. 199.; Evelyn’s D iary , Dec. IS,
11. 1683.

“  Clarke's History of James, ii. 262. Orig. Mem.
M acau lay , H is to ry . I1J. 24
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c h a p .  fancied  that L o n d o n , so lo n g  the  stronghold  o f  P ro-  
• lta'a\ - testantism  and W h lgg ism , w as ready to take arms in  his 

d efen ce . H e  sen t to  ask th e  Com mon C ouncil w hether, 
i f  ho took  up his resid en ce in the  C ity , they  w ould  
engago to defend  him against tlio P rince. ]3ut the  Common  
C ouncil had n o t forgotten  the seizure o f  th e  charter 
and th e  jud icia l m urder o f  C ornish, and refu sed  to g iv e  the  
p led ge w hich was dem anded . T h en  the K in g ’s heart aga in  
Bank within him . W h ere , h e a sk ed , w as he to lo o k  for pro
tection?  H e  m ight as w ell have D u tch  troopB about him as 
his own L ife  G uards. A s to the  c it izen s, h e  now  und erstood , 
what their  huzzas and  bonfires w ere worth. N oth in g  rem ained  
but flight: and y e t ,  he sa id , h e  knew  that there w as noth ing  
w luch his enem ies so m uch desired  as that he  w ould  fly. *

W hile  h e  was in  this state o f  trep id ation , h is fate w as the  
iion’al1*" 8Ub ject o f  a grave deliberation  at W in d sor. T h e  court o f  
Windsor. W illiam  was now  crow ded to overflow ing with em inent m en o f  

all parties. M ost o f  the ch iefs o f  the N orthern  insurrection  
had jo in ed  h im . Severa l o f  th e  L o rd s, w ho h a d , during the  
anarchy o f  the preced in g  w e e k , taken upon them selves to act 
as a provisional govern m en t, h ad , as soon  as the K in g  re
turned , quitted  L ondon  for the D u tch  head  quarters. O ne o f  
these  was H alifax . W illiam  had w elcom ed  him w ith great sa
tisfaction , but had n o t been  ab le to suppress a sarcastic sm ile 
at seein g  the  ingen ious and accom plished p o litic ia n , w ho had  
aspired  to  b e  the um pire in that great co n ten tio n , forced  to 
abandon th e  m iddle course and to take a sid e . A m on g those  
w h o , at this conjuncture, repaired to W in d sor w ere som e m en  
who had purchased the favour o f  Jam es b y  ignom inious ser
v ices, and w ho w ere now  im patient to atone, by betraying their  
m aster, for the  crim e o f  having b etrayed  their country. Such  
a  man was T itu s, w ho had  sate at the Council board in defiance  
o f  la w , and w ho had laboured  to  unite the Puritans with the  
Jesu its in a  leagu e against the constitution . Such  a man was 
W illiam s, w ho had b een  converted  b y  in terest from  a dem a
gogue into a cham pion  o f  prerogative, and who was now  ready

• Barillon, Doc. !!• 1GSS; Clarke’s Life of Jam es, ii. 2T1.
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for ft secon d  apostasy. T h ese  m en the P r in c e , w ith ju st  con- chap. 
tem pt, suffered to w ait at the door o f  his apartm ent in  vain - |63'8j 
expectation  o f  an audience. *

On M onday, the  seven teenth  o f  D ece m b er , all the  P eers  
who w ere at W indsor w ere sum m oned to a  so lem n consulta
tion at th e  C astle. T h e  subject proposed  for deliberation  
was w hat should  b e  done w ith the K in g . W illiam  d id  n ot  
think it  advisab le to  b e  p resent during the  d iscussion . H e  
retired; and H alifax  was called  to the chair. On one poin t 
the L ords w ere a g reed . T h e  K in g  could not b e  suffered to 
remain w here h e w as. T h a t one prince should fortify h im self  
in W hitehall and the other in Sain t J a m es’s , that there should  
be two h ostile  garrisons within an area o f  a hundred acres, 
was universally fe lt  to be in exp ed ien t. Such  an arrangem ent 
could scarcely  fail to produce su sp ic io n s, in su lts , and b icker
ings w hich m ight end  in  b lood . T h e  assem bled  L o rd s, there
fore, thou gh t it advisab le that Jam es should be sen t out o f  
London. H am , w hich had b een  bu ilt and decorated  by  
L auderdale, on  the banks o f  the T h a m es, out o f  the plunder  
o f  Scotland  and the  bribes o f  France, and which was regarded  
as the m ost luxurious o f  v illa s, was p roposed  as a convenient 
retreat. W hen the L ords had com e to this con clu sion , they  
requested  the  P rince to  jo in  them . T h eir  opinion was then  
com m unicated to him  by H alifax . W illiam  listen ed  and ap
proved. A  short m essage to  the K ing was drawn up. 
“ W h om ,”  said  W illiam , “ shall w e send w ith i t ? ”  “ O ught 
it n o t ,”  said H a lifa x , “ to b e con v ey ed  by one o f  your H igh 
ness’s o fficer s? ”  “ N a y , m y L o r d ,”  answ ered  the P rin ce;
“ by your favour, it is sen t by the ad v ice  o f  your Lordships, 
and som e o f  you  ought to  carry it .”  T h e n , w ithout pausing  
to g iv e  tim e for rem onstrance, h e appointed H a lifa x , Shrew s
bury, and D elam cre to b e  the m essengers. **

T h e  resolution  o f  the L ords appeared to be unanim ous.
B ut there w ere in th e  assem bly those w ho b y  no m eans ap-

* M ulgrave's Account of the Revolution; Clarendon’s D iarv, Dec. 16.
168S.

•* B urnet, i. 800. ;  Clarendon’s D iary, Dec. 1 1 .1688; C itters, Dec. I I .
16S8.
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c h a p . proved  o f  the d ecision  in w hich  they  affected  to concur, and 
— who w ished  to see  the K in g  treated  w ith  a severity  w hich they  

did not venture open ly  to recom m end. I t  is a rem arkable  
fact that th e  c h ie f  o f  this party was a p eer  w ho had b een  a 
veh em en t T ory , and who afterw ards d ied  a N onjuror, Claren
don . T h e  rapidity, w ith w h ich , a t this crisis, he w ent back
ward and forward from  extrem e to ex trem e, m ight seem  
incredib le to  p eop le  liv in g  in q u iet t im e s , but w ill n o t surprise 
those w ho have had an opportunity o f  w atch ing th e  course  
o f  revo lu tions. H e  knew  that the  asp erity , w ith w hich he  
h a d , in  the  royal p resen ce , censured the w hole system  of  
govern m en t, had g iv en  m ortal ofTence to his old  m aster. On 
the  other hand h e m ig h t, as the uncle o f  the  P r in c esses , hope  
to b e  great and rich in the  new  w orld w hich was about to com 
m en ce. T h e  E nglish  co lon y  in Ireland regarded  him  as a 
friend and patron; and he fe lt  that on the  con fidence and  
attachm ent o f  that great in terest m uch o f  h is im portance d e
p en d ed . T o  such considerations as th ese  the  principles, 
which h e  h a d , during his w hole life , osten tatiously  professed , 
now gave w ay. H e repaired  to the  P r in ce’s c lo se t , and re
presented  the danger o f  leav ing  th e  K in g  at liberty . T h e  
P rotestants o f  Ireland w ere in extrem e peril. T h er e  was only  
on e w ay to secure their estates and their lives; and that was 
to k eep  H is M ajesty close  prisoner. I t  m ight n o t b e  prudent 
to shut him  up in an E nglish  castle . B u t h e  m ight b e  sent 
across the sea  and confined  in the fortress o f  B red a  till the  
affairs o f  the B ritish  Islands w ere se ttled . I f  th e  P rince  were  
in  possession  o f  such a h o sta g e , T yrcon n e l w ould  probably  
lay dow n the  sw ord o f  sta te; and the English  ascendency  
w ould  be restored  in Ireland w ithout a  b low . I f ,  on  the  other  
han d , Jam es should escape to F rance and make h is appear
ance at D u b lin , accom panied  b y  a foreign  arm y, the conse
quences m ust be disastrous. W illiam  ow ned that thero was 
great w eigh t in these  reasons: but it cou ld  not b e . H e  knew  
his w ife’s tem p er; and h e knew  that she never  w ould  consent 
to  such a step . In d eed  it w ould n ot b e  for bis ow n honour to 
treat his vanquished  kinsm an so ungraciously. N or was it 
quite  clear that gen erosity  m ight n ot b e  the  b est p o licy . W ho
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could  say what effect such  severity as C larendon recom m ended c h a p . 

m ight p roduce on the public m ind o f  E ngland? W as it im - ■ 168jy  
possib le that the loya l enthusiasm , w hich  th e  K in g ’s m iscon
duct had ex tin gu ish ed , m ight rev ive  as soon  as it was known  
that he was within the walls o f  a foreign  fortress? On these  
grounds W illiam  determ ined  n ot to  subject h is father-in-law  to 
personal restraint; and there can b e  little  doubt that the d e
term ination w as w ise . *

J a m es, w hile h is fate was under d iscu ssion , rem ained at 
W h itehall, fascin ated , as it se em e d , b y  the greatness and  
nearness o f  the  d an ger, and  unequal to the exertion  o f  either  
struggling or flying. In  the even in g  news cam e that the  
D utch had occup ied  C helsea an d  K en sin gton . T h e  K ing, 
how ever, prepared to go  to  rest as usual. T h e  C oldstream  
Guards w ere on  duty at th e  p a lace . T h e y  w ere com m anded  
by W illiam  E arl o f  C raven , an aged  m an w h o , m ore than  
fifty years b e fo re , had b een  d istinguished  in  war an d  lov e , 
who had led  th e  forlorn h op e a t C reutznach w ith  such courage  
that he  had b een  p atted  on the shoulder b y  the  great G ustavus, 
and w ho w as b elieved  to have w on from  a  thousand rivals 
the heart o f  the unfortunate Q ueen o f  B ohem ia. Craven  
was now  in h is eigh tieth  year; but tim e had n o t tam ed his 
spirit.**

It  was p ast ten  o ’clock  w hen he w as in form ed that three The 
battalions o f  th e  P r in ce’s fo o t, m ingled  w ith  som e troops ofi,"op* 
horse , w ere pouring dow n the  lo n g  avenue o f  Saint Jam es’s ^¡¡“̂  
P ark , w ith m atches lig h ted , and in  fu ll read iness for action . tail. 
Count S o lm e s, w ho com m anded the foreig n ers, said that his 
orders w ere to take m ilitary p ossession  o f  the  posts round  
W h iteh a ll, and exh orted  Craven to retire p eaceab ly . Craven  
sw ore that h e  w ou ld  rather b e  cut in  p ieces: b u t, w hen  the 
K in g , who was undressing h im self, learned  w hat was passing, 
he forbade the stout o ld  so ld ier  to attem pt a resistan ce which  
muBt have been  ineffectual. B y  e leven  the  Coldstream

* D urnel, I. 800.; Conduct of the Duchess of M arlborough; M ul- 
grave's Account of the Revolution. Clarendon says nothing of Ibis under 
the proper d a te ; b u t see his Diary, August 19.1689.

*■ ila r le ’s Life of Gustayus Adolphus.
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c iu p . Guards had w ithdraw n; and D utch  sentin els w ere pacing  the 
- |63  ̂ rounds on every sid e  o f  the  pa lace. Som e o f  the K in g ’s 

attendants asked  w hether h e  w ould venture to lie  dow n sur
rounded by en em ies. H e  answ ered that they cou ld  hardly 
use him w orse than his ow n subjects had d o n e , an d , w ith the  
apathy o f  a m an stupified  b y  d isasters, w ent to b ed  and to 
sleep .*

Message S carcely  was th e  palaco again  q u iet w hen it was again 
Prince'1* rou sed . A  little  after m idnight the three L ords arrived from  
to jarae.1 W indsor. M idd leton  was called  up to rece iv e  them . T h ey  

inform ed him  that they w ere charged with an errand w hich  did  
not adm it o f  delay. T h e  K ing was aw akened from  his first 
slum ber; and they w ere ushered  into his bedcham ber. T h ey  
d elivered  in to  his hand the letter  w ith  w hich they had b een  
entrusted , and inform ed him  that tho P rince w ould  b e  at 
W estm in ster  in a few  h o u rs, and that H is M ajesty w ould do 
w ell to se t out for H am  before ten  in the m orning. Jam es  
m ade som e d ifficulties. H e  d id  n ot like H am . It was a 
pleasant p lace in th e  sum m er, but co ld  and com fortless at 
C hristm as, and was m oreover unfurnished. H alifax answ ered  
that furniture should  be instantly sen t in . T h e  three m es
sengers retired , but w ere sp eed ily  fo llow ed  by M iddleton, 
who to ld  them  that the  K ing w ould greatly  prefer R och ester  
to H am . T h e y  answ ered  that th ey  had n o t authority to acced e  
to H is M ajesty’s  w ish , b u t that they  w ould instantly send  off 
an express to th e  P r in c e , w ho was to lo d g e  that n ight at 
Sion  H ou se . A  courier started  im m ed iately , and returned  
b efore daybreak w ith W illiam ’s consent. T h a t co n sen t, in
d e e d , w as m ost g lad ly  g iven : for there cou ld  b e  no doubt 
that R och ester  had b een  nam ed becau se it  afforded facilities 
for fligh t; and that Jam es m ight fly was th e  first w ish o f  his 
nephew .**

¡Its Vat On the  m orning o f  th e  e igh teen th  o f  D ecem b er , a rainy
t o r  r o -  and storm y m orn ing , the  royal barge was early a t W hitehall 
Chester. ,  Q arkc. ,  u f e 0f J a n l e s . ¡|. 164. mosllv from Orig. M em .; M ul-

grave's Account of the Revolution; Rapin de Thoyras. It m ust be re 
m em bered that in these events Rapin was him self an actor.

** Clarke's Life of Jam e s , ii. 265. Orig. M em .; M ulgrave's Account 
of the Revolution; Duroel, I. S O I.; Citters, Dec. 16SS,
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sta irs: and round it  w ere eight or ten boata filled  with D utch  c h a p .  

sold iers. S evera l nob lem en  and gen tlem en  atten d ed  the 166̂  
K ing to  th e  w aterside. It is sa id , and may w ell be b elieved , 
that m any tears w ere sh ed . F or even  the m ost zealous friend  
o f  liberty  cou ld  scarcely  have se e n , u n m oved , th e  sad and  
ignom inious c lo se  o f  a dynasty w hich m ight have b een  so  
great. Shrew sbury d id  all in h is pow er to  sooth  th e  fallen  
Sovereign . E ven  the  bitter and vehem ent D elam ere was 
soften ed . B u t it was observed  that H alifax, w ho was generally  
distinguished by his tenderness to th e  van q u ish ed , w as, on  
this o ccasion , less com passionate than his two colleagues.
T h e  m ock em bassy to  H ungerford  was doubtless still rankling  
in his m ind.*

W hile the  K in g’s barge was slow ly  w orking its w ay on 
rough b illow s dow n the r iv er , brigade after brigade o f  the  
P rince’s troops cam e pouring in to  L ondon  from th e w est. It  
had b een  w ise ly  determ ined  that the  duty o f  tho capital 
should be chiefly  done b y  the  B ritish  sold iers in the service  
o f  the S tates G eneral. T h e  three  E nglish  regim ents w ere  
quartered in and round th e  T ow er, the three Scotch  regim ents  
in Southw ark. **

In  defiance o f  the w eather a great m ultitude assem bled  *7 ™ » ' 
betw een  A lbem arle H ou se and Saint Jam es’s P alace to greet 5 ist. 
the P rin ce . E very h a t, every ca n e , was adorned w ith a n J,m”  *■ 
orange riband. T h e  b ells w ere ringing all over L ondon . 
Candles for an illum ination w ere d isp osed  in  th e  w indow s. 
F aggots for bonfires w ere h eaped  up in  the streets. W illiam , 
how ever, w ho had no taste for crow ds and sh ou tin g , took  the  
road through the P ark . B efo re  n ightfall h e  arrived at Saint 
Jam es's in a ligh t carriage, accom panied b y S ch o m b erg . In 
a short tim e all the room s and staircases in the  palace w ere  
thronged  b y  those  w ho cam e to pay their court. Such  was 
the p ress, that m en o f  the  h igh est rank w ere unab le to elbow  
their w ay into th e  presen ce  chamber.*** W hile  W estm inster

* C iders, Dee. 1{. 1688; Evelyn’s D iary , sam e da te ; C larke's Life of 
Jam es, ii. 256, 267. Orig. Mem.

"  C iders, Dec. IJ. 168S.
■”  Luttrell's  D iary ; Evelyn's D iary; C larendon's D iary, D ec-18. 1688; 

Revolution Politics.
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c h a p . wag ;n this state o f  ex c item en t, the Com mon Council was pre- 
- ¡ ¡ ¿ 7-  paring at G uildhall an address o f  thanks and congratulation. 

T h e  L ord  M ayor was unable to preside . H e  had never held  
up his head  sin ce  the  C hancellor had b een  dragged  into the  
ju stice  room  in the garb o f  a collier. B u t the A lderm en and 
the other officers o f  the corporation w ere in  their p laces. 
On the fo llow in g  day the m agistrates o f  the City w ent in state  
to pay their  duty to  their deliverer. T h eir  gratitude was 
e loq u en tly  exp ressed  by their R eco rd er , S ir G eorge T reb y . 
Som e princes o f  the  H ou se  o f  N assau , he sa id , had  b een  the 
ch ie f officers o f  a great republic. O thers had worn the im 
perial crow n. B u t the peculiar title o f  that illustrious line to 
the  public veneration  w as th is , that G od had se t it apart and 
consecrated  it to the h igh  office o f  defen din g  truth and free
dom  against tyrants from generation  to generation . On 
the sam e day all th e  prelates who w ere in  tow n , Sancroft 
e x c e p te d , w aited  on the P rince  in a b od y . T h en  cam e the  
c lergy  o f  L o n d o n , th e  forem ost m en o f  their profession  in 
k n ow led ge, e lo q u en ce , and in flu en ce, w ith their b ishop at 
their head . W ith  them  w ere m ingled  som e em inent d issen tin g  
m inisters, whom  C om pton , m uch to h is h on ou r, treated  
with m arked courtesy . A  few  m onths earlier , or a few  
m onths la ter , Buch courtesy w ou ld  have b een  considered  by  
m any C hurchm en as treason  to  the Church. E ven  then it 
was but too  plain to  a d iscern ing ey e  that the arm istice to  
w hich the P rotestant sects had b een  forced  w ould not lon g  
outlast the danger from which it had sprung. A b ou t a hundred  
N onconform ist d iv in es, resident in th e  cap ita l, presented  a 
separate address. T h ey  w ere in troduced  by D evon shire , 
and w ere rece ived  with every  m ark o f  respect and kindness. 
T h e  law yers paid  their hom age, h ead ed  by M aynard, w ho, 
at n inety  years o f  a g e , was as a lert and clear-headed  as when  
he stood  up in  W estm inster H all to accuse Strafford. “ M r. 
S erjea n t,”  sa id  the P r in ce , “ you m ust have survived  all the 
law yers o f  you r stan d in g .”  “ Y e s ,  S ir ,”  sa id  the  o ld  man, 
“ an d , but for your H ighness, I  should  have survived the laws 
to o .” *

'  Fourth Collection of Papers relating to the present junctu re  of
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B ut, though the addresses were numerous and full o f  ch a p . 
eulogy, though the acclamations were loud, though the illu- —̂ r89—  
minations were splendid, though Saint Jam es’s Palace was 
too small for the crowd o f courtiers, though the theatres were 
every night, from the pit to the ceiling, one blaze o f  orange 
ribands, William felt that the difficulties o f  his enterprise were 
but beginning. l i e  had pulled a government down. T he far 
harder task o f reconstruction was now to be performed. From 
the moment o f  his landing till he reached London he had 
exercised the authority which, by the laws o f war, acknow
ledged throughout the civilised world, belongs to the com
mander o f  an army in the field. It was now necessary that he 
should exchange the character o f a general for that o f a ma
gistrate ; and this was no easy task. A  single false step might 
be fatal; and it was impossible to take any’ step without 
offending prejudices and rousing angry passions.

Some o f  the Prince’s advisers pressed him to assume the H e a d -  

crown at once as his own by right o f  conquest, and then, as 
K ing, to send out, under his Great Seal, writs calling a Par- u>« 
liament. This course was strongly recommended by some "g°u“0rr 
eminent lawyers. It was, they said, the shortest way to what 
could otherwise be attained only through innumerable diffi
culties and disputes. It was in strict conformity with the 
auspicious precedent set after the battle o f  Bosworth by 
Henry the Seventh. It would also quiet the scruples which 
many respectable people felt as to the lawfulness o f  trans
ferring allegiance from one ruler to another. Neither the law 
o f  England nor the Church o f England recognised any right 
in subjects to depose a sovereign. But no jurist, no divine, 
had ever denied that a nation, overcome in war, m ight, with
out sin , submit to the decision o f the God o f  battles. Thus, 
after the Chaldean conquest the most pious and patriotic 
Jews did not think that they violated tlieir duty to their 
native King by serving with loyalty the new master whom 
Providence had set over them. T he three confessors, who 
had been marvellously preserved in the furnace, held high
a Hair., in  England, 168S; B u rn e t , 1. 802, 803.; Calamy's L ite  and  T im es 
o i B a i te r ,  ctiaji. xiv.
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CHAP,_
1688.

office la the province o f  Babylon. Daniel was minister suc
cessively o f  the Assyrian who subjugated Judah, and o f the 
Persian who subjugated Assyria. N ay, Jesus him self, who 
was, according to the flesh, a prince o f  the house o f  David, 
had, by commanding his countrymen to pay tribute to Ctesar, 
pronounced that foreign conquest annuls hereditary right and 
is a legitim ate title to dominion. It was therefore probable 
that great numbers o f T ories, though they could not, with a 
clear conscience, choose a King for them selves, would ac
cept, without hesitation, a King given to them by the event 
o f war. *

On the other side , however, there were reasons which 
greatly preponderated. T he Prince could not claim the 
crown as won by his sword without a gross violation o f  faith. 
In his Declaration he had protested that he had no design o f  
conquering England; that those who imputed to him such a 
design foully calumniated, not only him self, but the patriotic 
noblemen and gentlem en who had invited him over; that the 
force which he brought with him was evidently inadequate to 
an enterprise so arduous ; and that it was his full resolution to 
refer all the public grievances, and all his own pretensions, to 
a free Parliament. For no earthly object could it be right or 
wise that he should forfeit his word so solemnly pledged in the 
face o f  all Europe. Nor was it certain that, by calling himself 
a conqueror, he would have removed the scruples which made 
rigid Churchmen unwilling to acknowledge him as K ing. For, 
call him self what he might, all the world knew that he was not 
really a conqueror. It was notoriously a mere fiction to say 
that this great kingdom, with a mighty fleet on the sea, with a 
regular army o f  forty thousand m en, and with a militia o f  a 
hundred and thirty thousand m en, had been, without one 
siege or battle, reduced to the state o f  a province by fifteen 
thousand invaders. Such a fiction was not likely to quiet 
consciences really sensitive: but it could scarcely fail to gall 
the national pride, already sore and irritable. The English 
soldiers were in a temper which required the most delicate 
management. They were conscious that, in the late cam- 

* Burnet, i. 801.
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paign, their part had not been brilliant. Captains and pri- c h a p . 

vatcs were alike impatient to prove that they had not given waj— jjj,-  
before an inferior force from want o f  courage. Som e Dutch  
officers had been indiscreet enough to boast, at a tavern over 
their wine, that they had driven the King’s army before 
them. This insult had raised among the English troops a 
ferment which, but for the Prince’s prompt interference, 
would probably have ended in a terrible slaughter.* What, 
in such circumstances, was likely to be the effect o f  a procla
mation announcing that the commander o f the foreigners con
sidered the whole island as a lawful prize o f war?

It was also to be remembered that, by putting forth such a 
proclamation, the Prince would at once abrogate all the rights 
o f  which he had declared him self the champion. For the 
authority o f  a foreign conqueror is not circumscribed by the 
customs and statutes o f  the conquered nation, but is , by its 
own nature, despotic. E ither, therefore, it was not com
petent to William to declare him self King, or it was compe
tent to him to declare the Great Charter and the Petition of 
Right nullities, to abolish trial by jury, and to raise taxes 
without the consent o f  Parliament- H e might, indeed, reestab
lish the ancient constitution o f  the realm. But, if  he did so, 
he did so in the exercise o f an arbitrary discretion. English 
liberty would thenceforth be held by a base tenure. It would 
be, n o t, as heretofore, an immemorial inheritance, but a 
recent gift which the generous master who had bestowed it 
might, if  such had been his pleasure, have withheld.

William therefore righteously and prudently determined 
to observe the promises contained in his Declaration, and to 
leave to the legislature the office o f settling the government.
So carefully did he avoid whatever looked like usurpation that 
he would n o t, without some semblance o f parliamentary e><> Lord« 
authority, take upon him self even to convoke the Estates o f Members 
the Realm , or to direct the executive administration during S' 
the elections. Authority strictly parliamentary there was mms of 
none in the state: but it was possible to bring together, in a f,b_srle*

* G azette  de F r a n c e , 1689.r e o .  o .



3 8 0 H I S X O U T  0 1 ’ E N G L A N D .

c h a p .  few hours, an assembly which would be regarded by the 
■j6B8“  nation with a large portion o f  the respect due to a Parliament. 

One Chamber might be formed o f the numerous Lords Spiri
tual and Temporal who were then in London, and another o f  
old members o f  the House o f  Commons and o f the magistrates 
o f the City. T he scheme was ingenious, and was promptly 
executed. T he Peers were summoned to St. Jam es’s on the 
twenty-first o f  Decem ber. About seventy attended. T he  
Prince requested them to consider the state o f  the country, 
and to lay before him the result o f  their deliberations. Shortly 
after appeared a notice inviting all gentlemen who had sate in 
the House o f  Commons during the reign o f Charles the Se
cond to attend His Highness on the morning o f  the twenty- 
sixth. The Aldermen o f London were also summoned; 
and the Common Council was requested to send a deputa
tion.*

It has often been asked, in a reproachful tone, why the 
invitation was not extended to the members o f  the Parliament 
which had been dissolved in the preceding year. The answer 
is obvious. One o f the chief grievances o f which the nation 
complained was the manner in which that Parliament had been  
elected. T he majority o f  the burgesses had been returned 
by constituent bodies remodelled in a manner which was ge
nerally regarded as illegal, and which the Prince had, in his 
Declaration, condemned. James him self had, just before 
his downfall, consented to restore the old municipal fran
chises. It would surely have been the height o f  inconsistency 
in W illiam , after taking up arms for the purpose o f  vindi
cating the invaded charters o f  corporations, to recognise per
sons chosen in defiance o f  those charters as the legitimate 
representatives o f  the towns o f  England.

On Saturday the twenty-second the Lords m et in their 
own house. That day' was employed in settling the order of 
proceeding. A  clerk was appointed: and, as no confidence 
could be placed in any o f  the twelve Judges, some serjeants 
and barristers o f  great note were requested to attend, for the

■ H istory  o f  th e  D ese r tio n ; C la ren d o n 's  D iary , D ec. I I .  1683; B u rn e t, 
i. 803. and  O nslow 's n o te .
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purpose o f  giving advice on legal points. It was resolved that ciup. 
on the Monday the state o f  the kingdom should be taken into 
consideration.*

T he interval between the sitting o f  Saturday and the sit
ting o f  Monday was anxious and eventful. A strong party 
among the P eers still cherished the hope that the constitution 
and religion o f  England might be secured without the deposi
tion o f  the King. This party resolved to move a solemn ad
dress to him, imploring him to consent to such terms as might 
rem ove the discontents and apprehensions which his past con
duct had excited. Sancroft, who, since the return o f  James 
from Kent to W hitehall, had taken no part in public affairs, 
determined to come forth from his retreat on this occasion, 
and to put him self at the head o f the Royalists. Several m es
sengers were sent to Rochester with letters for the King. H e  
was assured that his interests would be strenously defended, 
i f  only he could, at this last mom ent, make up his mind to 
renounce designs abhorred by his people. Some respectable 
Roman Catholics followed him, in order to implore him, for 
the sake o f their common faith, not to carry the vain contest 
further.*'

T he advice was good; but James was in no condition to 
take it. His understanding had always been dull and feeble; 
and, such as it was, womanish tremors and childish fancies 
now disabled him from using it. H e was aware that his flight 
was the thing which his adherents most dreaded and which his 
enemies most desired. Even if there had been serious per
sonal risk in remaining, the occasion was one on which he 
ought to have thought it infamous to flinch: for the question 
was whether he and his posterity should reign on an ancestral 
throne or should be vagabonds and beggars. But in his mind 
all other feelings had given place to a craven fear for his life.
T o  the earnest entreaties and unanswerable arguments o f  the 
agents whom his friends had sent to Rochester, he had only 
one answer. His head was in danger. In vain he was assured

• C la ren d o n 's  D iary , D ec. 21. 16S8; C iU ers, sam e  dale .
"  C la ren d o n 's  D ia ry , D ec. 21, 22, 1888; C la rke 's  L ife  of J a m e s ,  ii.

268,210. O rig . M em.
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CH AP.
I

1688.

F ligh t of 
James 
from 
Roches
ter.

that there was no ground for such an apprehension, that com
mon sense, if  not principle, would restrain the Prince of 
Orange from incurring the guilt and shame o f regicide and 
parricide, and that many, who never would consent to depose 
their Sovereign while he remained on English ground, would 
think themselves absolved from their allegiance by his deser
tion. Fright overpowered every other feeling. James de
termined to depart; and it was easy for him to do so. H e was 
negligently guarded: all persons were suffered to repair to 
him: vessels ready to put to sea lay at no great distance; and 
their boats might come close to the garden o f  the house in 
which he was lodged. Had he been wise, the pains which his 
keepers took to facilitate his escape would have sufficed to 
convince him that he ought to stay where he was. In truth the 
Bnarewas so ostentatiously exhibited that it could impose on 
nothing but folly bewildered by terror.

The arrangements were expeditiously made. On the 
evening o f Saturday the twenty-second the K ing assured 
some o f  the gentlem en, who had been sent to him from Lon
don with intelligence and advice, that he would see them  
again in the morning. He went to bed, rose at dead o f  night, 
and, attended by Berwick, stole out at a back door, and 
went through the garden to the shore o f the M edway. A small 
skiff was in waiting. Soon after the dawn o f  Sunday the 
fugitives were on board o f  a smack which was running down 
the Tham es.*

That afternoon the tidings o f the flight reached London. 
T he King’s adherents were confounded. T he W higs could 
not conceal their joy . T he good news encouraged the Prince 
to take a bold and important step. H e was informed that 
communications were passing between the French embassy 
and the party hostile to him. It was well known that at that 
embassy all the arts o f  corruption were well understood; and 
there could be little doubt that, at such a conjuncture, neither 
intrigues nor pistoles would be spared. Barillon was most 
desirous to remain a few days longer in London, and for that

* C la ren d o n , D ec. 2 3 .16S8; C la rk e 's  L ife o f J a m e s ,  ¡1. 211, 213, 275. 
O rig- M em .
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end om itted no art which could  conciliate the victorious party, c i u p .

In the streets he q u ieted  the pop u lace, w ho look ed  angrily  IMy."
at his co ach , hy throw ing m oney  am ong them . A t his table  
h e pub lic ly  drank the health o f  the P rince  o f  O range. But 
W illiam  w as n ot to  b e  so cajo led . H e  had not, in d eed , taken  
on h im self to  exerc ise  rega l authority: but h e  was a  gen era l:  
an d , as such, he w as not bound to to lera te , w ithin the terri
tory o f  w hich h e had taken m ilitary occupation, the presen ce  
o f  one whom  h e regarded  as a spy. B efore  that day c lo sed  
B arillon  w as inform ed that he m ust leave  E ngland within  
tw enty-four hours. H e  b eg g ed  hard for a short delay: but 
m inutes w ere p recious; th e  order w as rep eated  in m ore p er
em ptory term s; and h e  unw illingly se t ofT for D over. T h at  
no mark o f  contem pt and  defiance m ight b e  om itted , he was 
escorted  to the coast b y  one o f  his P rotestant countrym en  
whom persecution  had driven into ex ile . S o  bitter w as the  
resentm ent ex c ited  by th e  F rench  am bition and arrogance  
that even  those  E nglishm en w ho w ere n ot gen era lly  disposed- 
to take a favourable v iew  o f  W illiam ’s conduct loud ly  ap
p lauded  him  for retorting  w ith so  m uch spirit th e  in so len ce  
with w hich  L ew is h ad , during m any y ea rs , treated  every  
court in E urope. *

On M onday the L ords m et again . H alifax  w as chosen  Debit«» 
to  preside . T h e  Prim ate was ab sen t, the R oyalists sad and '"uonVor 
g lo o m y , th e  W higs eager  and in  high spirits. I t  was know n 'bei-o”!«. 
that Jam es had le ft  a le tter  beh ind  him . Som e o f  his friends 
m oved  that it m ight b e  p ro d u ced , in the faint h op e that it 
m ight contain propositions which m ight furnish a basis for  
a happy settlem en t. On this m otion  the  previous question  
was put and carried. G od olp h in , w ho was know n n o t to  b e  
unfriendly  to his old  m aster, u ttered  a few  w ords w hich w ere  
d ecisive . “ I have seen  the p a p er ,”  h e  sa id ; “ and I  grieve  
to  say  that there is n oth in g  in it w hich  w ill g iv e  your L ord
ships any satisfaction .”  In  truth it contained  no expression  
o f  regret for past errors; it held  out no h op e  that those  errors 
w ould for  the  future b e  avo id ed ; and it threw  th e  blam e o f  
all that had happened on the m alice o f  W illiam  and on the  

• Cillers, Jan. A - 168i; Witsen MS. quoted by Wagenaar, book lx.
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blindness o f  a nation deluded  by th e  sp ecious nam es o f  re
lig ion  and property. N o n e  ventured  to propose that a n eg o 
tiation should  b e op en ed  w ith  a prince whom  the m ost rig id  
discip line o f  ad versity  seem ed  only to have m ade m ore ob 
stinate in w rong. S om eth in g  w as said  about inquiring into  
the  b irth  o f  th e  P rince o f  W aleB: but the W h ig  peers treated  
the su ggestion  with disdain. “ I  did not ex p ec t, m y L ord s,”  
excla im ed P hilip  L ord  W h arton , an o ld  K ou n dh ead , w ho  
had com m anded a reg im en t against Charles the F irst a t E d ge-  
h ill, “ I d id  n o t ex p ect to hear anybody at th is tim e o f  day  
m ention the  ch ild  w ho was called  P rince  o f  W a les; and I  
hope that w e have now heard the last o f  h im .”  A fter  lon g  
discussion  it was reso lved  that two addresses should b e  pre
sented  to W illiam . O ne address req u ested  him  to  take on  
h im self provisionally  the adm inistration o f  the  governm ent; 
the other recom m ended  that h e  sh ou ld , by circular letters  
subscribed  with his own hand, in v ite  all the constituent b od ies  
f i i  the kingdom  to send  up representatives to W estm inster. 
A t the sam e tim e the P eers took  upon them selves to issue an 
order banish ing all P a p ists , ex cep t a few  priv ileged  persons, 
from  L on d on  and the v icin ity . *

T h e  L ords p resen ted  their  addresses to the P rince  on  the  
fo llow in g  d a y , w ithout w aiting for th e  issue o f  the d elibera
tions o f  the  com m oners w hom  h e  had called  togeth er . I t  
se em s, in d eed , that the hereditary nob les w ere d isp osed  at 
this m om ent to b e  punctilious in asserting their d ign ity, and  
w ere unw illing to  recogn ise  a  coordinate authority in an as
sem bly  unknow n to the  law. T h e y  con ceived  that they w ere  
a real H o u se  o f  L ords. T h e  other Cham ber they d esp ised  
as on ly  a  m ock H ouse o f  Com m ons. W illiam , how ever, 
w isely  excu sed  h im se lf from  com ing to any decision  till he  
had ascertained  the sense  o f  the gen tlem en  who had form erly  
b een  honoured  w ith the confidence o f  the counties and towns 
o f  England.**

* Halifax’s notes; Lansdowne MS. K 5 .; Clarendon's D iary , Dec. 24. 
16SS; London Gaxette, Dec. 31.

•* Citters, i n
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T h e  com m oners who had been  sum m oned m et in Saint c h a p . 

S teph en ’s C hapel, and form ed a num erous assem bly. T h e y  | 88a-~  
placed in th e  chair H enry P o w le , w ho had represented  Ciren- »cime, 
cester in severa l P arliam ents, and had been  em inent am ong  
the supporters o f  the E xc lu sion  B ill. eom-

A d d resses w ere prop osed  and adopted  sim ilar to those  „ n o , , ,  
which the L ords had already presented . N o  d ifference o f  ̂ ¡¡¡Je<he 
opinion appeared on any serious question; and som e feeb le  
attem pts w hich w ere m ade to raise a deb ate on points o f  form  
were put dow n b y  th e  general contem pt. Sir R ob ert Sawyer  
declared  that he could  n ot con ceive  how  it was possib le for  
the P rince  to adm inister the governm ent w ithout som e dis
tinguishing title , such as R eg en t or P rotector. O ld M aynard, 
who, as a law yer, had no equal, and  who was also a politician  
versed in the tactics o f  revo lu tion s, was at no pains to con
ceal his disdain for so puerile an objection , taken  at a m om ent 
when union and prom ptitude w ere o f  the  h ighest im portance.
“ W e shall s it  here very lo n g ,’’ h e  sa id , “ i f  w e sit till Sir  
R obert can con ceive  how  such a th ing is p o ss ib le ;"  and the  
assem bly thou gh t th e  answ er as g o o d  as the cavil deserved .*

T h e  resolu tions o f  the m eetin g  w ere com m unicated to the ^ ¡¡5«  
P rin ce . H e  forthw ith announced  his determ ination to com ply  
with th e  jo in t  req u est o f  the tw o Chambers which h e  had  
called  to g e th er , to  issue letters sum m oning a Convention  
o f  the E states o f  the R ea lm , a n d , till the C onvention should  
m eet, to  take on h im self the  execu tiv e  administration.**

H e had undertaken no ligh t task . T h e  w hole m achine Exertions 
o f  governm ent was d isordered . T h e  Ju stices o f  the  P ea ce  priac« to 
had abandoned  their functions. T h e  officers o f  the  revenue  
had ceased  to co llect the  taxes. T h e  army w hich  F eversham  
had d isbanded was still in con fu sion , and ready to break out 
into m utiny. T h e  fleet was in a scarcely less alarm ing state.

* The objector w a s  designated In contem porary books and pam phlets 
only by his In itials; and these were sometimes m isinterpreted. Eachard 
a ttributes the cavil to Sir R obert Southwell. But I have no doubt that 
Oldm iion is right in putting it into the mouth or Sawyer.

•* History of the D esertion; Life of W illiam , 1703; C ilters, 2 ^2 2 .'
168}.

M acau la y , H istory. IU . 55
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L arge arrears o f  pay w ere due to the civ il and m ilitary ser
vants o f  the crow n ; and only forty thousand pounds rem ained  
in the E xch eq u er . T h e  P rince addressed  h im se lf with v igour  
to th e  work o f  restoring order. H e  published a proclam ation  
b y which all m agistrates w ere continued  in o ffice , and another  
containing orders for the co llection  o f  the reven u e.*  T h e  
new  m odellin g  o f  the  army w ent rapidly on. M any o f  the  
noblem en and  gen tlem en  w hom  Jam es had rem oved  from  
the com m and o f  the E nglish  regim ents w ere reappoin ted . 
A  way was found o f  em ploying the thousands o f  Irish sold iers  
whom  Jam es had  brought into E ngland . T h e y  cou ld  not 
safoly b e  suffered to remain in a country w here they w ere ob
je c ts  o f  relig ious and national an im osity. T h e y  cou ld  not 
safely  b e  sent hom e to reinforce the army o f  T yrcon n el. It 
was therefore determ ined  that they sh ou ld  be sent to the  Con
tin en t, w here they m ight, under the banners o f  th e  H ouse  
o f  A u stria , render indirect but effectual service to the cause 
o f  the E nglish  constitution  and o f  the  P rotestan t religion . 
D artm outh w as rem oved  from  his com m and; and the navy  
w as conciliated  by assurances that every sailor should  speedily  
r ece iv e  h is d u e . T h e  City o f  L on d on  undertook to extricate  
the P rince from  his financial d ifficu lties. T h e  Common  
C ouncil, b y  an unanim ous v o te , en gaged  to find him  two 
hundred thousand p ounds. It was thought a great proof, 
both o f  the  w ealth and o f  the p ub lic  spirit o f  tho m erchants 
o f  the  cap ita l, th a t, in forty-eigh t h ou rs, the w hole sum  

'w as raised on no security  but the  P r in ce’s w ord . A  few  w eeks  
b efo re , Jam es had b een  unable to  procure a m uch sm aller  
su m , though h e had offered to pay h igher in terest, and to 
p led g e  valuab le property.**

In  a  v ery  few  days the confusion w hich the  in vasion , the  
in surrection , the iligh t o f  J a m es, and the  suspension  o f  all 
regular governm ent had produced  w as at an en d , and the

■ London G a ie tte , Jan . 3, 7. 16SJ.
“  London G aiette , Jan . 10, 17. 16855 Luttrell'» D ia rj; Legge P apers ; 

C iltera, Jan . -fj. -f,. 1J. 1639; Ronquillo, Jan . If- ; Consultation of

th e  S pan ish  Council of S ta te ,  ¿f
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kingdom  -wore again its accustom ed  aspect. T h ere  was a c h a p . 

general sen se  o f  security . E ven  the classes which w ere m ost 16̂  ■ 
obnoxious to  public h a tred , and which had m ost reason  to  
apprehend a p ersecu tion , w ere protected  by the politic c le 
m ency o f  the  conqueror. P erson s d eep ly  im plicated in the  
illegal transactions o f  th e  late reign  not on ly  w alked the  
streets in  sa fe ty , but offered them selves as candidates for 
seats in the C onvention . M ulgrave was rece ived  not ungra
ciously at S t. J am es’s. F eversham  was released  from  arrest, 
and was perm itted  to resum e the only office for which h e  was 
qualified , that o f  k eep in g  the bank at the Q ueen  D ow ager’s 
basset tab le . B u t no b od y  o f  m en had so m uch reason to feel 
grateful to W illiam  as the R om an C atholics. It w ould n ot have  
been  safe to rescind  form ally th e  severe resolutions w hich the  
P eers had passed  against the professors o f  a relig ion  generally  
abhorred by the n a tio n : but, by the  prudence and hum anity  
o f  the  P r in c e , those resolutions w ere practically annulled.
On h is lin e  o f  m arch from  T orbay  to L on d on , h e  had given  
orders that no outrage should  b e  com m itted on the persons 
or dw ellings o f  P ap ists . H e  now  ren ew ed  those  orders, and  
d irected  B urnet to se e  that th ey  w ere strictly  o b eyed . A  
b etter choice could  n o t have b een  m ade; for B urnet w as a 
man o f  such  gen erosity  and g o o d  nature , that his heart 
alw ays warm ed towards th e  unh app y; and at the sam e tim e 
his known hatred o f  P op ery  was a sufficient guarantee to  the  
m ost zealous P rotestants that the interests o f  their relig ion  
w ould be sa fe  in  his hands. H e  listen ed  k indly  to the com 
plaints o f  the Rom an C atholics, procured passports for those  
who w ished  to go  b eyon d  se a , and w ent h im self to N ew gate  
to  v isit the  p relates w ho w ere im prisoned there. H e  ordered  
them  to be rem oved  to a m ore com m odious apartm ent and  
supplied  with every  in d ulgence. H e  solem nly assured  them  
that n ot a hair o f  their heads should be touched, and that, as 
soon  as th e  P rin ce  cou ld  venture to act as h e  w ish ed , they  
should b e  set at liberty . T h e  Spanish m inister reported to 
his govern m en t, an d , through his governm ent, to  the P ope , 
that no Catholic n eed  fee l any scruple o f  con sc ien ce  on ac
count o f  the late revolu tion  in  E n g lan d , that for the danger

•25*
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to which the members o f  the true Church were exposed James 
alone was responsible, and that William alone had saved them 
from a sanguinary persecution.*

There was, therefore, little alloy to the satisfaction with 
which the princes o f  the H ouse o f  Austria and the Sovereign  
Pontiff learned that the long vassalage o f  England was at an 
end. W hen it was known at Madrid that William was in the 
full career o f  success, a single voice in the Spanish Council o f  
State faintly expressed regret that an event which, in apoli
tical point o f  view, was most auspicious, should be prejudicial 
to the interests o f  the true Church.** But the tolerant policy 
o f the Prince soon quieted all scruples, and his elevation was 
seen with scarcely less satisfaction by the bigoted Grandees 
o f Castile than by the English W higs.

W ith very different feelings had the news o f  this great 
revolution been received in France. T he politics o f  a long , 
eventful, and glorious reign had been confounded in a day. 
England was again the England o f Elizabeth and o f Cromwell; 
and all the relations o f all the states o f  Christendom were 
completely changed by the sudden introduction o f this new 
power into the system. T he Parisians could talk o f  nothing 
but what was passing in London. National and religious 
feeling impelled them to take the part o f James. They knew 
nothing o f the English constitution. T hey abominated tho 
English Church. Our revolution appeared to them , not as

* B urnet, i. 802.; Itonquillo , Jan . Feb. 16S9. The originals 
of these despatches were entrusted to me by the kindness of the late 
Lady Holland and of the present Lord Holland. From  the la tte r despatch 
I will quote a very few words: “ La tenia de S- M. Británica á seguir 
im prudentes consejos perdió á los Católicos aquella quietud en que les 
dexó Carlos segundo. V. E. asegure á su Santidad que m as sacaré del 
Principe para los Católicos que pudiera sacar del Bey.”

"  On December | J .  1 6 3 S , the Admiral of Castile gave his opinion 
thus: “ Esta m ateria es de calidad que no puede dexar de padecer nu
estra sagrada religion ó el servicio de V. M .; po rque , sí el Principe de 
Orange tiene buenos succesos, nos asegurarem os de Franceses, pero pe
ligrara la religion.” The Council was much pleased on February ¿2- 
by a le tte r of the P rin ce , in which he promised “ que los Católicos 
que se portaren  con prudencia no sean m olestados, y gocen libertad  de 
conciencia, por ser contra su dictamen el forzar ni castigar por esta 
razón á nadie.”

H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .



T H E  I N T E R R E G N U M . 3 8 9

the triumph o f  public liberty over despotism, but as a fright- chap. 
ful domestic tragedy in which a venerable and pious Servius - l6s3~  
was hurled from his throne by a Tarquin, and crushed under 
the chariot wheels o f a Tullia. T hey cried shame on the 
traitorous captains, execrated the unnatural daughters, and 
regarded William with a mortal loathing, tempered, however, 
by the respect which valour, capacity, and success seldom  
fail to inspire. * T he Q ueen, exposed to the night wind and 
rain, with the infant heir o f  three crowns clasped to her breast, 
the King stopped, robbed, and outraged by ruffians, were 
objects o f pity and o f  romantic interest to all Prance. But 
Lewis saw with peculiar emotion the calamities o f the H ouse 
o f Stuart. A ll the selfish and all the generous parts o f  his 
nature were moved alike. After many years o f  prosperity he 
had at length met with a great check. H e had reckoned on the 
support or neutrality o f England. H e had now nothing to 
expect from her but energetic and pertinacious hostility. A  
few weeks earlier he might not unreasonably have hoped to 
subjugate Flanders and to give law to Germany. At present 
he might think him self fortunate if  he should be able to defend 
his own frontiers against a confederacy such as Europe had 
not seen during many ages. From this position, so new, so 
embarrassing, so alarming, nothing but a counterrevolution 
or a civil war in the British Islands could extricate him. H e  
was therefore impelled by ambition and by fear to espouse the 
cause o f the fallen dynasty. And it is but just to say that 
motives nobler than ambition or fear had a large share in 
determining his course. His heart was naturally compas
sionate; and this was an occasion which could not fail to call 
forth all his compassion. H is situation had prevented his 
good feelings from fully developing themselves. Sympathy 
is rarely strong where there is a great inequality o f  condition; 
ami he was raised so high above the mass o f his fellow creatures 
that their distresses excited in him only a languid p ity, such 
as that with which we regard the sufferings o f  the inferior

In the chapter of JLa R ru y ire , entitled “ Sur les Jugem ens,"  is a 
passage which deserves to be re a d , as showing in what light our revolu
tion appeared to a  Frenchm an o f distinguished abilities.
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c h a p .  animals, o f  a famished redbreast or o f an overdriven post- 
—¡S57' horse. T he devastation o f  the Palatinate and the persecution 

o f the Huguenots had therefore given him no uneasiness which 
pride and bigotry could not effectually sooth. But all the 
tenderness o f  which he was capable was called forth by the 
misery o f  a great K ing who had a few weeks ago been served 
on the knee by L ords, and who was now a destitute exile. 
With that tenderness was m ingled, in the soul o f  L ew is, a 
not ignoble vanity. H e would exhibit to the world a pattern 
o f  munificence and courtesy. H e would show mankind what 
ought to be the bearing of a perfect gentleman in the highest 
station and on the greatest occasion; and, in truth, his con
duct was marked by a chivalrous generosity and urbanity, 
such as had not embellished the annals o f  Europe since the 
Black Prince had stood behind the chair o f  K ing John at the 
Eupper on the field o f Poitiers, 

necep- As soon as the news that the Queen o f  England was on the 
th'eou'eeDPrench coast had been brought to V ersailles, a palace was 
nnd°!n prepared for her reception. Carriages and troops o f  guards 
srancc. were despatched to await her orders. Workmen were em

ployed to mend the Calais road that her journey m ightbe easy. 
Lauzun was not only assured that his past offences were for
given for her sak e , but was honoured with a friendly letter in 
the handwriting of Lewis. Mary was on the road towards the 
French court when news came that her husband had, after a 
rough voyage, landed safe at the little village o f  Ambletcuse. 
Persons o f high rank were instantly despatched from Ver
sailles to greet and escort him. Meanwhile Lewis, attended by 
his family and his nobility, went forth in state to receive the 
exiled Queen. B efore his gorgeous coach went the Swiss 
halberdiers. On each side o f  it and behind it rode the body 
guards with cymbals clashing and trumpets pealing. After the 
King, in a hundred carriages each drawn by six horses, came 
the most splendid aristocracy o f Europe, all feathers, ribands, 
jew els, and embroidery. Before the procession had gone far 
it was announced that Mary was approaching. Lewis alighted 
and advanced on foot to m eet her. She broke forth into 
passionate expressions o f gratitude. “ M adam,” said her
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Host, “ it is but a  melancholy service that I am  rendering you chap. 
to-day. I  hope that I may be able hereafter to render you 1C8'9- 
services greater and more pleasing. ’’ He embraced the little 
Prince o f  W ales, and made the Queen seat herself in the 
royal state coach on the right hand. T he cavalcade then 
turned towards Saint Germains.

At Saint G ermains, on the verge o f a forest swarming with 
beasts o f chase, and on the brow o f  a hill which looks down on 
the windings o f  the Seine, Francis the First had built a castle, 
and Henry the Fourth had constructed a noble terrace. O f 
the residences o f the French kings none stood in a more 
salubrious air or commanded a fairer prospect. T he huge 
size and venerable age o f the trees, the beauty o f the gardens, 
the abundance o f  the springB, were widely famed. Lewis the 
Fourteenth had been bom  there, had, when a young man, 
held his court there, had added several stately pavilions to 
the mansion o f Francis, and had completed the terrace o f  
Henry. Soon , however, the magnificent K ing conceived an 
inexplicable disgust for his birthplace. He quitted Saint 
Germains for Versailles, and expended sums almost fabulous 
in the Yain attempt to create a paradise on a spot singularly 
sterile and unwholesome, all sand or m ud, without wood, 
without water, and without game. Saint Germains had now 
been selected to be the abode o f  the royal family o f  England. 
Sumptuous furniture had been hastily sent in. The nursery 
o f the Prince o f  Wales had been carefully furnished with every
thing that an infant could require. One o f the attendants 
presented to the Queen the key o f a superb casket which stood 
in her apartmeut. She opened the casket, and found in it 
six thousand pistoles.

On the following day James arrived at Saint Germains. A rri»» i at 
Lewis was already there to welcome him. T he unfortunate s*,“ “  “  
exile bowed so low that it seemed as if  he was about to em- 
brace the knees o f  his protector. Lewis raised him , and em
braced him with brotherly tenderness. The two Kings then 
entered the Queen’s room. “ Here is a gentleman,” said Lewis 
to M ary, “ whom you will be glad to see .” T hen , after en
treating his guests to visit him next day at Versailles, and to
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let him have the pleasure o f showing them his buildings, 
pictures, and plantations, he took the unceremonious leave 
o f an old friend.

In a few hours the royal pair were informed that, as long 
as they would do the King o f  Franco the favour to accept of 
his hospitality, forty-five thousand pounds sterling a year 
would be paid them from his treasury. T en  thousand pounds 
sterling were sent for outfit.

T he liberality o f L ew is, however, was much less rare and 
admirable than the exquisite delicacy with which he laboured 
to sooth the feelings o f  his guests and to lighten the almost 
intolerable weight o f  the obligations which he laid upon them. 
H e who had hitherto, on all questions o f precedence, been 
sensitive, litigious, insolent, who had been more than once 
ready to plunge Europe into war rather than concede tho 
most frivolous point o f etiquette, was now punctilious indeed, 
but punctilious for his unfortunate friends against himself. Ho 
gave orders that Mary should receive all the markB o f  respect 
that had ever been paid to his own deceased wife. A  question 
was raised whether the Princes o f  the House o f Bourbon were 
entitled to be indulged with chairs in the presence o f  the 
Queen. Such trifles were serious matters at the old court of 
France. There were precedents on both sides: but Lewis 
decided the point against his own blood. Some ladies o f  
illustrious rank omitted the ceremony o f kissing the hem of 
Mary’s robe. Lewis remarked the omission, and noticed it 
in such a voice and with such a look that the whole peerage 
was ever after ready to kiss her shoe. W hen Esther, just 
written by R acine, was acted at Saint Cyr, Mary had the seat 
o f  honour. James was at her right hand- Lewis modestly 
placed him self on tho left. N a y , ho was well pleased that, in 
his own palace, an outcast living on his bounty should assume 
the title o f King o f  France, should, as King o f  France, quarter 
the lilies with the English lions, and should, as King of  
France, dress in violet on days of court mourning.

T he demeanour o f  the French nobility on public oc
casions was absolutely regulated by their sovereign: but it 
was beyond even his power to prevent them from thinking
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freely, and from expressing what they thought, in private c h a p .  

circles, with the keen and delicate wit characteristic o f  their —Jigj.— 
nation and o f  their order. Their opinion o f Mary was favour
able. T hey found her person agreeable and her deportment 
dignified. T hey respected her courage and her maternal 
affection; and they pitied her ill fortune. But James they 
regarded with extreme contempt. T hey were disgusted by 
his insensibility, by the cool way in which he talked to every 
body o f his ruin, and by the childish pleasure which he took 
in the pomp and luxury o f  Versailles. This strange apathy 
they attributed, not to philosophy or religion, but to stupidity 
and meanness o f  spirit, and remarked that nobody who had 
had the honour to hear H is Britannic Majesty tell his own 
story could wonder that he was at Saint Germains and his son- 
in-law at Saint Jam es's. *

In the United Provinces the excitem ent produced by th e sul,  o( 
tidings from England was even greater than in France. This 
was the moment at which the Batavian federation reached the pro- 
highest point o f power and glory. From the day on which th e ,lncM' 
expedition sailed , the anxiety o f  the whole Dutch nation had 
been intense. Never had there been such crowds in the 
churches. Never had the enthusiasm o f the preachers been 
so ardent. T he inhabitants o f  the Hague could not be re
strained from insulting A lbeville. His house was so closely 
beset by the populace, day and night, that scarcely any 
person ventured to visit him; and he was afraid that his 
chapel would be burned to the ground.”  As mail after mail 
arrived with news o f the Prince’s progress, the spirits o f his 
countrymen rose higher and higher; and when at length it 
was known that he had , on the invitation o f the Lords and of  
an assembly o f  eminent commoners, taken on him self the 
executive administration, a general cry o f pride and joy  rose 
from all the Dutch factions. An extraordinary mission was, 
with great speed, despatched to congratulate him. Dykvelt,

* My account of the reception of Jam es anti his wife in France is 
taken chiefly from the le tters of M adame de Sdvignd and the Memoirs of 
Dangcau.

•* Albeville to Preston, ^ V ' | ~ 168®i the M ackintosh Collection.
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whose adroitness and intimate knowledge o f English politics 
made his assistance, at such a conjuncture, peculiarly va
luable, was one o f the Ambassadors; and with him was joined  
Nicholas W itsen, a Burgomaster o f  Amsterdam, who seems 
to have been selected for the purpose o f proving to all Europe 
that the long feud between the H ouse o f Orange and the 
chief city o f  Holland was at an end. On the eighth o f  January 
D ykvelt and W itsen made their appearance at Westminster. 
William talked to them with a frankness and an effusion of 
heart which seldom appeared in his conversations with 
Englishmen. H is first words were, “ W ell, and what do our 
friends at home say now ?” In truth, the only applause by 
which his stoical nature seems to have been strongly moved 
was the applause o f  his dear native country. O f his immense 
popularity in England he spoke with cold disdain, and 
predicted, too truly, the reaction which followed. “ H ere,” 
said he, “ the cry is all Hosannah to-day, and will, perhaps, 
be Crucify him to-morrow.” *

On the following day the first members o f  the Convention 
were chosen. T he City o f London led  the w ay, and elected, 
without any contest, four great merchants who were zealous 
Whigs. T he K ing and his adherents had hoped that many 
returning officers would treat the Prince’s letter as a nullity'; 
but the hope was disappointed. T he elections went on 
rapidly and smoothly. There were scarcely any contests. 
For the nation had, during more than a year, been kept in 
constant expectation o f a Parliament. W rits, indeed, had 
been twice issued, and twice recalled. Som e constituent 
bodies had, under those writs, actually proceeded to the

* “ ’Tis hler nu H osannn: m a a r ’t z a l, veelligt, haast Kruist hem, 
k ru ist hem , zyn." W itsen, MS. in W agenaar, book h i .  I t is an odd 
coincidence th a t, a very few years b efo re , Richard D uke, a Tory poet, 
once well known, but now scarcely rem em bered , except by Johnson’s 
biographical sketch , bad used exactly the sam e illustration about 
Jam es:

“ Was not of old the Jewish rabb le 's  c ry ,
Ilosannab first, and after c ruc ify?"

The Review.
Despatch of the Dutch Ambassadors Extraordinary, J a n .? ,.  1689; Citters, 
sam e date.
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choice o f representatives. There was scarcely a  county in c h a p . 

which the gentry and yeomanry had not, many months be- 
fore, fixed upon candidates, good Protestants, whom no 
exertions must be spared to carry, in defiance o f  the King and 
of the Lord Lieutenant; and these candidates were now 
generally returned without opposition.

The Prince gave strict orders that no person in the public 
service should, on this occasion, practise those arts which 
had brought so much obloquy on the late government. He  
especially directed that no soldiers should be suffered to 
appear in any town where an election was going on.* His 
admirers were able to boast, and his enemies seem not to have 
been able to deny, that the sense o f  the constituent bodies 
was fairly taken. It is true that he risked little. T he party 
which was attached to him was triumphant, enthusiastic, full 
of life and energy. T he party from which alone he could 
expect serious opposition was disunited and disheartened, 
out o f humour with itself, and still more out o f  humour with 
its natural chief. A great majority, therefore, o f  the shires 
and boroughs returned W hig members.

It was not over England alone that William’s guardianship of 
now extended. Scotland had risen on her tyrants. A ll the Sc“ll,"cL 
regular soldiers by whom she had long been held down had 
been summoned by James to his help against the Dutch 
invaders, with the exception o f  a very small force, which, 
under the command o f  the Duke o f Gordon, a great Koman 
Catholic L ord, garrisoned the Castle o f Edinburgh. Every 
mail which had gone northward during the eventful month o f  
Novem her had carried news which stirred the passions of  
the oppressed Scots. W hile the event o f  the military opera
tions was still doubtful, there were at Edinburgh riots and 
clamours which became more menacing after James had 
retreated from Salisbury. Great crowds assembled at first by 
night, and then by broad daylight. Popes were publicly 
burned: loud shouts were raised for a free Parliament: 
placards were stuck up setting prices on the heads o f  the 
ministers o f  the crown. Among those ministers Perth , as 

* London Gazelle, Jan . 1 .168}
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■ filling the great place o f Chancellor, aa standing high in the 
royal favour, as an apostate from the reformed faith, and as 
the man who had first introduced the thumbscrew into the 
jurisprudence o f  his country, was the most detested. His 
nerves were weak, his spirit abject; and the only courage 
which ho possessed was that evil courage which braves 
infamy', and which looks steadily on the torments o f others. 
His post, at such a tim e, was at the head o f  the Council 
board: but his heart failed him ; and he determined to take 
refuge at his country seat from the danger which, as he 
judged by the looks and cries o f  the fierce and resolute popu
lace o f Edinburgh, was not rem ote. A strong guard escorted 
him safe to Castle Drummond: but scarcely had he departed 
when the city rose up. A  few troops tried to suppress the 
insurrection, but were overpowered. T he palace o f  Holy- 
rood, which had been turned into a Roman Catholic seminary 
and printing h ouse, was stormed and sacked. Huge heaps of  
Popish books, beads, crucifixes, and pictures were burned 
in the H igh Street. In the midst o f  the agitation came down 
the tidings o f  the K ing’s flight. T he members o f  the govern
ment gave up all thought o f  contending with the popular fury, 
and changed sides with a promptitude then common among 
Scottish politicians. The Privy' Council by one proclamation 
ordered that all Papists should be disarmed, and by another 
invited Protestants to muster for the defence o f  pure religion. 
T he nation had not waited for the call. Town and country 
were already up in arms for the Prince o f  Orange. Nithisdalo 
and Clydesdale were the only' regions in which there was the 
least chance that the Roman Catholics would make head; and 
both Nithisdale and Clydesdale were soon occupied by bands 
o f  armed Presbyterians. Among the insurgents were some 
fierce and moody men who had formerly disowned Argyle, 
and who were now equally eager to disown William. His 
Highness, they said, was plainly a malignant. There was not 
a word about the Covenant in his Declaration. The Dutch  
were a  people with whom no true servant o f the Lord would 
unite. T hey consorted with Lutherans; and a Lutheran was 
as much a child o f  perdition as a Jesuit. The general voice o f
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the k in g d o m , how ever, effectually drow ned the  grow l o f  this ciiap. 
hateful faction. * "'TeiiT'

The commotion soon reached the neighbourhood o f  Castle 
Drummond. Perth found that he was no longer safe among 
his own servants and tenants. He gave him self up to an 
agony as bitter as that into which his merciless tyranny had 
often thrown better men. H e wildly tried to find consolation 
in the rites o f  his new Church. H e importuned his priests for 
comfort, prayed, confessed, and communicated: but his 
faith was weak; and he owned that, in spite o f  all his’ devo
tions, the strong terrors o f  death were upon him. At this 
time he learned that he had a chance o f  escaping on board of 
a ship which lay off Brentisland. H e disguised him self as well 
as he could, and, after a long and difficult journey by unfre
quented paths over the Ochill mountains, which were then 
deep in snow, he succeeded in embarking: but, in spite o f  all 
his precautions, he had been recognised, and the alarm had 
been given. As soon as it was known that the cruel renegade 
was on the waters, and that he had gold with him , pursuers, 
inflamed at once by hatred and by avarice, were on his track.
A  skiff, commanded by an old buccaneer, overtook the flying 
vessel and boarded her. Perth was dragged out o f the hold  
on deck in woman's clothes, stripped, hustled, and plundered. 
Bayonets were held to his breast. B egging for life with un
manly cries, he was hurried to the shore and flung into the 
common gaol ofK irkaldy. T hence, by order o f  the Council 
over which he had lately presided, and which was filled with 
men who had been partakers in his guilt, he was removed to 
Stirling Castle. It was on a Sunday, during the time o f public 
worship, that he was conveyed under a guard to his place o f  
confinement: but even rigid Puritans forgot the sanctity o f  
the day and o f  the work. T he churches poured forth their 
congregations as the torturer passed by , and the noise o f  
threats, execrations, and screams o f hatred accompanied him 
to the gate o f  his prison.**

* The Sixth Collection of P apers , 1689; W odrow, II I . i i i .  4. App.
150, 151.; Faithful Contendings D isplayed; Burnet, i. 804.

”  Perth to Lady E rro l, Dee. 29. 1688; to Melfort, Dec. 21. 1688; Sixth 
Collection of Papers, 1689.
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Several eminent Scotsmen were in London when the 
Prince arrived there; and many others now hastened thither 
to pay their court to him. On the seventh of January he re
quested them to attend him at W hitehall. T he assemblage 
was large and respectable. T he Duke o f Hamilton and his 
eldest son , the Earl o f  Arran, the chiefs o f  a house o f almost 
regal dignity, appeared at the head o f the procession. They  
were accompanied by thirty Lords and about eighty gentle
men o f  note. William desired them to consult together, and 
to let him know in what way he could best promote the welfaro 
o f  their country. H e then withdrew, and left them to de
liberate unrestrained by his presence. They repaired to the 
Council chamber, and put Hamilton into the chair. Though  
there seems to have been little difference o f  opinion, their de
bates lasted three days, a fact which is sufficiently explained 
by the circumstance that Sir Patrick Hume was one o f the de
baters. Arran ventured to recommend a negotiation with the 
King. But this motion was ill received by the m over’s father 
and by the whole assem bly, and did not even find a seconder. 
At length resolutions were carried closely resembling the re
solutions which the English Lords and Commoners had pre
sented to the Prince a few days before. H e was requested to 
call together a Convention o f  the Estates o f  Scotland, to fix 
the fourteenth o f March for the day o f  m eeting, and, till that 
day, to take on him self the civil and military administration. 
T o this request he acceded; and thenceforth the government 
o f the whole island was in his hands.*

T he decisive moment approached; and the agitation o f tho 
public mind rose to the height. Knots o f  politicians were 
everywhere whispering and consulting. T he coffee-houses 
were in a ferment. T he presses o f  the capital never rested. Of 
the pamphlets which appeared at that time, enough may still be 
collected to form several volumes; and from those pamphlets it 
is not difficult to gather a correct notion o f  the state o f parties.

There was a very small faction which wished to recall 
James without stipulations. There was also a very small 
faction which wished to set up a commonwealth, and to entrust 

* Burnet, ¡.80S.; Sixth Collection of Papers, 1689.
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the adm inistration to a council o f  state under the presidency c d a p . 

o f  the  P rince o f  O range. B u t th e se  extrem e opin ions w ere ■■■ [iaa 
generally  h e ld  in abhorrence. N in eteen  tw entieths o f  the  
nation consisted  o f  persons in w hom  love o f  hereditary m o
narchy and lo v e  o f  constitutional freedom  w ere com bined, 
though in  d ifferent proportions, and w ho w ere equally o p 
p osed  to  the total abolition  o f  the kingly office and to the un
conditional restoration  o f  the K ing.

B u t, in  th e  w ide interval w hich separated the b igots who 
still clung to the doctrines o f  F ilm er from the enthusiasts who 
still dream ed the  dream s o f  H arrington , there was room  for 
m any shades o f  op in ion. I f  w e n eg lec t  m inute subdivisions, w e  
shall find that th e  great m ajority o f  the nation and o f  the Con
vention was d iv id ed  in to  four b o d ies. T h ree  o f  these bod ies  
consisted  o f  T or ies. T h e  W h ig  party form ed the fourth.

T h e  am ity o f  the  W higs and T o r ie s had not survived the  
peril w hich had produced  it . On severa l occasio n s, during 
the P rince's m arch from  the W e st, d issension  had appeared  
am ong his fo llow ers. W h ile  the even t o f  his enterprise was 
d ou b tfu l, that d issension  h a d , b y  his skilfu l m anagem ent, 
been  easily  q u ieted . B u t , from  th e day on which he entered  
Saint J a m es’s palace in trium ph, such  m anagem ent could  no 
longer b e  practised . H is v ic to ry , by reliev in g  the nation  
from  the strong dread o f  P op ish  tyran ny, had deprived him  
o f  h a lf  his influence. O ld antipath ies, which had  slep t when 
B ishops w ere in  the T o w e r , w hen Jesu its w ere at the Council 
b oard , w hen loyal clergym en w ere deprived o f  their bread by  
sc o r e s , w hen loya l gentlem en  w ere put out o f  th e  com m ission  
o f  th e  peace by h u n d red s, w ere again strong  and active. T h e  
R oyalist sh u d d ered  at the thought that he was a llied  with all 
that from his youth up h e  had m ost h a ted , w ith o ld  parlia
m entary Captains w ho had storm ed his country house, w ith old  
parliamentary Com m issioners who had sequestrated  his estate, 
with m en who had p lo tted  th e R y e llo u se  butchery and h eaded  
the W estern reb ellion . T h a t b eloved  Church, to o , for w hose  
sake he h a d , after a  painful stru g g le , broken through his 
allegiance to the th ro n e , was she really  in safety ? Or had he  
rescued her from one enem y only that she m ight b e  exp osed
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to another? T h e  P op ish  p r iests , in d eed , were in  e x ile , in  
h id in g , or in prison . N o  J esu it  or B ened ictin e  w ho va lued  
his life  now dared to show h im self in the  habit o f  his order. 
B u t the P resbyterian  and In d ep en d en t teachers w ent in lo n g  
procession  to sa lute the  c h ie f  o f  the govern m en t, and w ere as 
graciously rece iv ed  as the true successors o f  the A p ostles . 
Som e schism atics avow ed the  h op e that every len ce  w hich ex 
cluded  them  from  ecclesiastica l preferm ent w ould soon  be  
le v e lle d ;  that the A rtic les w ould  be soften ed  dow n; that the  
L iturgy w ould b e  garb led ; that Christmas w ould cease to b e  
a feast; that G ood  F riday  w ould cease to  b e a fast; that 
canons on whom  no B ishop had ever  la id  his hand w ould, 
w ithout the sacred  vestm ent o f  w hite lin en , d istrib u te, in the  
choirs o f  C athedrals, th e  eucharistic bread and w ine to  com 
m unicants lo llin g  on b en ch es. T h e  P r in c e , in d eed , was 
not a  fanatical P resb yterian ; but he was at b est a L atitudi- 
narian. H e  had no scruple about com m unicating in the  A n g
lican form ; but h e cared n ot in what form  other p eop le  com 
m unicated . H is w ife , it was to b e fea red , had im bibed  too 
m uch o f  his sp irit. H er conscience w as under the d irection o f  
B urnet. S h e  heard preachers o f  d ifferent P ro testan t sects. 
S h e had recently  said  that she saw no essentia l d ifference  
betw een  the Church o f  E ngland  and the other reform ed  
Churches.* I t  was n ecessary , th erefo re , that the Cavaliers 
sh o u ld , at this con jun ctu re , fo llow  the exam ple se t b y  their  
fathers in 1641, should  draw o ff from  R oundheads and sec
taries, and sh ou ld , in sp ite o f  all the  faults o f  the hereditary  
m onarch , uphold  the cause o f  hereditary m onarchy.

T h o  b od y which was anim ated b y  these  sentim ents was 
large and resp ectab le . I t  included  about one h a lf o f  the  
H ou se o f  L o r d s , about on e third o f  the H ou se  o f  Com m ons, 
a m ajority o f  th e  country g en tlem en , and at least n ine tenths 
o f  the c lergy; but it was torn by d issen sion s, and b eset on  
every sid e  by difficulties.

O ne section  o f  this great party , a  section  which was espe
cially strong  am ong d iv in es , and o f  w hich S h erlock  w as the  
c h ie f  organ, w ished that a negotiation  should b e  op en ed  with 

• AlbevlIIe, Nov. f , .  16S3.
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Jam es, and that h e  should b e  inv ited  to return to W hitehall <mAP. 
on such  cond itions as m ight fully  secure the  civ il and eccle- ■ 
siastical constitution o f  the rea lm .' I t  is ev ident that this 
p lan , though strenuously supported b y  th e  c lerg y , was alto
gether in con sisten t w ith the  doctrines w hich the clergy had 
been  teach ing during m any years. I t  w a s, in truth , an at
tem pt to m ake a  m iddle way w here there was no room  for a 
m iddle w a y , to effect a com prom ise betw een  two things which  
do n ot adm it o f  com prom ise, resistance and nonresistance.
T h e  T or ie s had form erly taken their stand on the princip le o f  
nonresistance. B u t that ground m ost o f  them  had now  aban
d o n ed , and w ere n ot d isposed  again to  occupy. T h e  Cava
liers o fE n g la n d  h a d , as a c la ss , b een  so deep ly  concerned , 
directly  or in d irectly , in the la te  rising against the K in g , that 
they could  n o t, for  very  sham e, talk at that m om ent about 
the sacred  duty o f  ob ey in g  N ero ; n o r , in d eed , w ere they  
disposed  to recall the prince under w h ose m isgovernm ent they  
had suffered so m uch, w ithout exactin g  from  bim terms which  
m ight m ake it  im possible for him again to abuse his pow er.
T h e y  w ere , therefo re , in a false position . T h eir  o ld  theory, 
sound or  u n sou n d , was a t least com plete and  coh eren t. I f  
that theory  w ere sou n d , th e  K in g  ought to  b e  im m ediately  
invited  b ack , and perm itted , i f  such w ere his p leasu re , to 
put Seym our and D a n b y , the B ishop  o f  L on d on  and the  
B ishop  o f  B r is to l, to death for high treason , to reestablish  
the E cclesiastical C om m ission, to fill the Church with Popish  
dign itaries, and to p lace th e  army under the com m and o f  
P opish  officers. B u t if , as the  T or ie s them selves now  seem ed  
to co n fess , that theory w as unsound , w hy treat w ith the 
K ing? I f  it was adm itted that ho m ight law fully b e  exclu d ed  
till he gave satisfactory guarantees for the security o f  the con 
stitution in  Church and S ta te , it was n ot easy to deny that he 
m ight law fully b e  exclu d ed  for ever. F o r  what satisfactory  
guarantee cou ld  h e  g iv e?  H ow  w as it p ossib le  to draw up an  
A ct o f  P arliam ent in language clearer than the language o f  
the A cts o f  Parliam ent w hich required that the D ean  o f  Christ

* Sec the pam phlet entitled Letter to a M ember of the Convention, 
and the answer, 1639; B urnet, i- 809,

Macaulay. history. III. 26
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chap. Church should  b e a P rotestant?  H ow  was it p ossib le  to put 
- 7 5 5 —  any prom ise into w ords stronger than those in  which Jam es  

had rep eated ly  declared  that h e  w ould  strictly  respect the 
leg a l rights o f  th e  A nglican clergy? I f  law  or honour could  
have bound h im , h e w ould  never have been  forced  to fly from  
his k ingdom . I f  neither law nor honour could  bind him, 
could  h e  safely  be  perm itted to return?

I t  is p rob ab le , h ow ev er , that, in sp ite  o f  these  argum ents, 
a m otion  for  open ing a negotiation  w ith  Jam es w ould have 
been  m ade in  the C on ven tion , and w ould have b een  sup
p orted  by th e  great body o f  T o r ie s , had  h e  n ot b e e n , on this, 
as on every other , occasion , his own w orst enem y. E very  
p o st w hich arrived from  Sain t Germ ains brought in te lligen ce  
w hich dam ped the ardour o f  his adherents. H e  d id  n ot think  
it w orth h is w hile  to feign  regret for his past errors, or to 
prom ise am endm ent. H e  put forth a  m a n ifesto , te llin g  his 
p eop le  that it had  been  his constant care to  govern  them  w ith  
ju stice  and m oderation , and that they had been  cheated  into  

sancroft’« rujn by im aginary grievances.* T h e  effect o f  h is fo lly  and  
obstinacy w as that those who w ere m ost desirous to  se e  him  
restored  to his throne on fair conditions felt that, by pro
p osing at that m om ent to treat w ith  h im , they should injure  
the cause which they  w ished  to serve. T h e y  therefore deter
m ined to  co a lesce  w ith another body o f  T or ies o f  whom  San- 
croft was the  ch ief. Sancroft fancied  that h e had found out a 
dev ice  by w hich provision m ight be m ade for the governm ent  
o f  the country w ithout recalling J a m es, and y e t w ithout d e 
spoiling him  o f  his crow n. T h is dev ice  was a R eg en cy . T h e  
m ost uncom prom ising o f  those divines w ho had incu lcated  the  
doctrine o f  passive ob ed ien ce had never m aintained that such  
ob ed ien ce was due to a babe or to a m adm an. I t  was univer
sally  ack n ow led ged  th a t , w hen the rightful sovereign  was in
tellectually  incapable o f  perform ing his office, a deputy m ight 
b e  appointed  to  act in  his s tea d , and that any person  who 
should  resist th e  d ep u ty , and should  p lead  as an excu se  for 
doing so  the  com m and o f  a prince w ho was in the crad le , or

• Letter to the Lords of the Council, Jan. iV  1683; Clarendon’s 
Diary, Jan . ft.
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who was raving, would ju stly  incur the penalties o f  reb ellion , c h a p .  

S tu p id ity , p erversen ess, and superstition , —  such  was th e  t6^ ~  
reasoning o f  the P rim ate , —  had m ade Jam es as unfit to rule 
his dom inions as any child in sw addling c lo th es, or  as any  
maniac w ho was grinning and chattering in the straw o f  
Bedlam . T h at course m ust therefore b e  taken which had been  
taken w hen H enry the S ixth  was an in fant, and again when he  
becam e lethargic. Jam es could  n ot be K ing in effect: but he  
m ust still continue to be K in g  in  sem blance. W rits m ust still 
run in his nam e. H is im age and superscription m ust still ap
pear on the  coin  and on  the G reat S ea l. A cts o f  Parliam ent 
must still b e called  from the years o f  his reign . B u t the ad
m inistration m ust b e  taken from  him and confided to a R eg en t  
named by the E states o f  the R ealm . In  this w ay , Sancroft 
gravely m aintained , th e  p eop le  w ould rem ain true to  their 
allegiance: the oaths o f  fea lty  w hich they had sw orn to their 
K ing w ould b e  strictly  fulfilled; and the m ost orthodox  
Churchmen m ight, w ithout any scruple o f  con sc ien ce , take  
office under the R egen t.*

• It seems incredible that a n ; man should really have been imposed 
upon by such nonsense. 1 therefore think it right to quote Sancroft’s 
words, which are still extant in his own handw riting: —

“ The political capacity o r authority of the King, and his nam e in 
the governm ent, are perfect and cannot fa il; but his person being 
hum an and m ortal, and not otherwise privileged than the rest of 
m ankind, is subject to all the defects and failings of it. He may 
therefore be incapable of directing the government and dispensing the 
public treasu re , die- either by absence, by infancy, lunacy, deliracy, 
or apathy, whether by nature o r casual infirmity, o r lastly , by some 
invincible prejudices of m ind, contracted and fixed by education and 
h ab it, with unalterable resolutions superinduced, iu m atters wholly 
inconsistent and incompatible with the law s, religion, peace, and true 
policy of the kingdom. In all these cases (I say) there must be some 
one or m ore persons appointed to supply such defect, and vicariously to 
him , and by his power and authority , to direct public affairs. And this 
done, I say fu rth er , that all proceedings, au thorities , commissions, 
grants, die. issued as formerly, are legal and valid to all intents, and the 
people’s allegiance is the sam e s till , their oaths and obligations no way 
thw arted So long as the government moves by the King's autho
rity , and in his nam e, all those sacred ties and settled forms of pro
ceedings a re  kept, and no m an’s conscience burthened with anything he 
needs soruplc to undertake.” — Tanner M S.; Doyly’s Life of Sancroft.

26*
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CHAP.
I .

I6SS.

D a n b j’«
p la n .

T h e  opinion o f  Sancroft had great -weight with the w hole  
T o r y  p arty , and especia lly  w ith  th e  c lergy . A  w eek  beforo  
the day for which the C onvention had b een  sum m oned, a grave  
party assem bled  at Lam beth P a la c e , heard prayers in the  
ch ap el, d ined  with the P rim ate , and then  consulted  on the 
state o f  public affairs. F iv e  suffragans o f  the  A rchbishop, 
w ho had shared h is perils and h is g lory in the preceding  
sum m er, w ere present. T h e  Earls o f  C larendon and A ilesbury  
represented  the T o r y  laity. T h e  unanim ous sense  o f  the  
m eetin g  appeared  to b e  that those  who had taken the oath o f  
alleg ian ce to Jam es m ight justifiab ly withdraw their ob ed ien ce  
from  h im , bu t could  not with a safe conscience call any other  
by the nam e o f  K ing. *

T h u s two sections o f  the T ory  party (a  section  w hich  
looked  forward to an accom m odation with J a m es, and a 
section  w hich was op p osed  to any such accom m odation ,) 
agreed  in supporting the plan o f  R eg en cy . B u t a third  
se c tio n , w hich , though  n ot very num erous, had great w eight 
and in flu en ce, recom m ended a very  different plan. T h e  
leaders o f  this sm all band w ere D anby and the B ishop o f  
L ondon  in the H ou se  o f  L o rd s, and Sir R ob ert Saw yer in tho 
H ouse o f  Com mons. T h e y  con ceived  that they had found  
out a way o f  effecting a com plete revolution  under strictly  
leg a l form s. I t  was contrary to all princip le, they  sa id , that 
the K in g  should  b e  d ep osed  b y  his sub jects; nor w as it  n e 
cessary to  d ep ose  him . H e had h im self, b y  h is f lig h t, abdi
cated  his pow er and d ignity. A  dem ise had  actually  taken  
place. AH constitutional law yers h eld  that the throne o f  
E ngland cou ld  n ot b e  one m om ent vacant. T h e  n ex t heir  
had therefore su cceed ed . W h o , then , was the n ext heir?  
A s to the infant who had b een  carried into F ra n ce , his en
trance into the w orld  had b een  attended  by many suspicious 
circum stances. I t  was due to th e  other m em bers o f  the royal 
family and to  the nation that all doubts should  be cleared  up. 
An investigation  had  been  solem nly dem and ed , in the  nam e o f

It was not altogether without reason that the creatures of Jam es made 
themselves m erry  with the good Archbishop's English.

* Evelyn, Jan . IS . IC 8J.
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the P rincess o f O range, by her husband , and w ould have b een  c h a p . 

instituted  i f  the parties who w ere accused  o f  fraud had n o t 1 ■ 
taken a course w h ich , in  any ordinary c a se , w ould have been  
considered  as a  decisive p ro o f o f  gu ilt. T h ey  had not chosen  
to await the issue o f  a solem n parliam entary p roceed in g: they  
had stolen  away into a  foreign  cou n try: they had carried with 
them  the ch ild : th ey  had carried with them  all those F rench  
and Italian w om en o f  the bedcham ber w h o , i f  there had been  
foul p la y , m ust have been  privy to it , and w ho ought thereforo  
to have been  sub jected  to  a rigorous cross exam ination. T o  
adm it the b o y ’s claim  w ithout inquiry was im possib le; and  
those w ho ca lled  them selves his parents had m ade inquiry  
im possible. Ju d gm en t m ust therefore go  against him  b y  d e
fault. I f  he was w ron ged , h e was w ron ged , not by the  nation, 
but by those  w hose strange conduct at the tim e o f  his birth  
had justified  the nation in  dem anding in vestigation , and w ho  
had then  avoided  investigation b y  flight. H e  m ight there
fore, with p erfect eq u ity , b e  considered  as a pretender. A nd  
thus the  crown had lega lly  d evolved  on  thePrinceBs o f  O range.
S he was actually  Q ueen  R egn an t. T h e  H ou ses had noth ing  
to do but to  proclaim  her. S h e  m igh t, i f  such w ere her p lea 
su re , m ako her husband her first m inister, and m ight even , 
with the  con sent o f  P arliam ent, bestow  on him  the title o f  
K ing.

T h e  persons w ho preferred this schem e to any other w ere  
few ; and it was certain to b e op p osed , both by all who still 
b ore any goo d  w ill to  J a m es, and by all the adherents o f  
W illiam . Y et D an b y ,-co n fid en tin  his own kn ow led ge o f  par
liam entary ta c tic s , and w ell aware how  m uch , w hen great 
parties are nearly balanced , a small flying squadron can effect, 
was n ot w ithout hopes o f  b eing able to keep  th e  event o f  the  
contest in suspense till both W higs and T o r ie s , despairing o f  
com plete victory', and afraid o f  the con sequ en ces o f  delay, 
should suffer him to act as um pire. N or is it  im possible that 
he m ight have su cceed ed  i f  his efforts had been  secon d ed , 
nay, i f  they had  not been  counteracted, by her whom  h e w ished  
to raise to the h eigh t o f  human greatness. Q uicksighted  as 
he was and versed  in affairs, he was a ltogeth er ignorant o f  the
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ciiap . character o f  M ary , and o f  the fee lin g  with w hich she regarded  
■ her h u sb an d ; nor was her o ld  p recep to r , C om pton , better in 

form ed. W illiam ’s m anners w ere dry and co ld ; his consti
tution was infirm , and his tem per b y  no m eans b land; he was 
n ot a  man w ho w ould  com m only bo thougkt likely to inspire a 
fine young wom an o f  tw enty-six  w ith a v io len t passion It 
was know n that he had  n ot always been  strictly constant to  his 
w ife; and ta lebearers had reported  that she did n ot liv e  hap
p ily  w ith  h im . T h e  m ost acute politicians therefore never  
suspected  th a t, w ith all his fau lts, h e  had obtained  such an 
em pire over h er heart as princes the m ost renow ned  for their 
su ccess in  ga llan try , Francis th e  F irst and H enry the  F ourth , 
L ew is the F ourteenth  and Charles the S e c o n d , had never ob 
tained  over the heart o f  any w om an, and that th e  three k ing
dom s o f  her forefathers w ere valuable in her estim ation chiefly  
b eca u se , by bestow in g  them  on h im , she cou ld  prove to him  
the in tensity and d isin terestedness o f  her  affection . D anby, 
in profound ignorance o f  her sentim en ts, assured her that he  
w ould d efen d  h er  r igh ts, and that, i f  she w ould support him, 
he h op ed  to p lace h er  a lone on the throne. *

The whig T h e  course o f  the W h ig s, m eanw hile , was sim ple and con- 
p'1“- sistent. T h eir  doctrine was that the foundation o f  our 

governm ent was a  contract exp ressed  on one side by th e  oath  
o f  a lleg ia n ce , and on  the  other b y  the  coronation oa th , and  
that the duties im posed  by this contract w ere m utual. T h ey  
h eld  that a sovereign  who grossly  abused  his pow er m ight law
fully b e  w ithstood  and dethroned  by h is p eop le. T h a t Jam es  
had grossly  abused  his pow er w as n o t d isp u ted ; and the w hole  
W hig party was ready to pronounce that h e  had  forfe ited  it. 
W hether th e  P rince o f  W ales was supposititious, was a point 
n o t worth discussing. T hero wore now  far stronger reasons  
than any w hich could b e  drawn from the circum stances o f  his 
birth for exclu d in g  him from  the throne. A  ch ild , brought 
to  the royal couch in a warm ing pan , m ight possib ly  prove a 
goo d  K ing o f  E ngland. B ut there could  b e  no such hope for 
a child educated  by a  father w ho w as the m ost stupid and ob-

* Clarendon's Diary, Dec-24. 1GSS; Burnet, i. 819.; Proposals h um blj 
offered in behalf of the Princess of Orange, Jan . 23. 168J.
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stinate o f  tyran ts, in a foreign  country, the seat o f  despotism  
and superstition; in a country w here the last traces o f  liberty  ~'I888. ■ 
had d isappeared; w here th e  S tates G eneral had ceased  to 
m eet; w here parliam ents had lo n g  reg istered  w ithout one re 
m onstrance th e  m ost oppressive ed icts o f  the sovereign ; 
where valour, g en iu s , learn in g , seem ed  to ex ist only for the  
purpose o f  aggrandising a single m an; w here adulation was 
the main business o f  the  p r e ss , the p u lp it, and the s ta g e ; and  
w here on e ch ie f  subject o f  adulation was the barbarous p erse
cution o f  the R eform ed  Church. W as the boy likely  to learn, 
under such tuition and in such  a situ a tio n , respect for the in
stitutions o f  his native land? Could it be doubted  that he 
would be brought up to b e  the  slave o f  the Jesu its and the  
B ourbons, and that h e  w ould b e , i f  p ossib le , m ore bitterly  
prejudiced than any preced in g  Stuart against the laws o f  
England?

N o r  d id  the  W h igs think that, situated  as the  country  
then w as, a departure from the ordinary rule o f  succession  
was in itse lf  an evil. T h ey  w ere o f  opinion that, till that rule  
had been  b ro k en , the  doctrines o f  indefeasib le  hereditary  
right and passive ob ed ien ce  w ould be p leasing to the court, 
would be incu lcated  by the  c lerg y , nnd w ould  retain a strong  
hold on the public m ind. T h e  notion w ould still prevail that 
the k ingly  office is the ordinance o f  G od in a sense  different 
from  that in w hich all governm ent is his ordinance. I t  was 
plain that, till this superstition  was ex tin c t, the constitution  
cou ld  never be secure. F or a really  lim ited m onarchy cannot 
lon g  ex is t in a soc iety  w hich regards m onarchy as som ething  
d iv in e , and the lim itations as m ere human inventions. R o y 
a lty , in  order that it m ight ex ist in perfect harm ony with our 
liberties, m ust b e unable to show  any h igher or m ore venerable  
title than thnt by w hich w e hold  our liberties. T h e  K ing  
m ust b e  henceforth  regarded  as a m agistrate, a great m a
gistrate indeed  and highly to b e  h on ou red , but su b ject, like  
all other m agistrates, to the law , and  deriving his power  
from heaven  in no other sense than that in which the Lords 
and the Com mons m ay b e said to  derive their pow er from  
heaven . T h e  b est w ay o f  effecting this salutary change would
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c h a p .  be to interrupt the course o f  descen t. U n d er sovereigns who  
~ is9?.~  w ould consider it as little short o f  h igh treason to preach non- 

resistance and  the patriarchal theory o f  govern m en t, under 
sovereigns w h ose  au th ority , springing from  resolutions o f  the 
two H o u se s , could  never rise h igher than its sou rce, there 
would b e  little  risk o f  oppression such as had com pelled  two 
generations o f  E nglishm en  to rise in arms against two genera
tions o f  Stuarts. On th ese  grounds the W higs were prepared  
to declare the throne vacan t, to  fill it b y  e lec tio n , and to 
im pose on  th e  prince o f  their ch o ice  such conditions as m ight 
secure the country against m isgovernm ent.

Meeting T h e  tim e for the  decision  o f  th ese  great questions had  now  
Conven- arrived. A t break o f  d a y , on the tw enty-second o f  January, 
Leading ^  H o u se  o f  Com m ons was crow ded with knights and bur- 
membcn g esses . O n tho ben ch es appeared m any faces w hich had 
House b een  w ell know n in  that p lace during th e  reign  o f  Charles the 
of com- S e c o n d , but had n ot b een  seen  there under h is successor. 

M ost o f  those  T o r y  squ ires, and  o f  those  n eed y  retainers 
o f  the court, w ho had  been  returned in  m ultitudes to the P ar
liam ent o f  1685, had g iven  p lace to the m en o f  the old  country 
p arty , the m en w ho had driven the  Cabal from  p ow er, w ho  
had carried the H abeas Corpus A c t , and w ho had sen t up tho  
E xclu sion  B ill to  the  L ords. A m ong them  was P o w le , deeply  
read  in  the h istory and law o f  Parliam ent, and d istinguished  

,b y  the  species o f  e loq u en ce w hich is required w hen grave  
questions are to  b e  so lem nly  brought under th e  notice o f  
senates; and S ir T hom as L itt le to n , v ersed  in European p o 
litics , and g ifted  w ith a veh em en t and p iercin g  lo g ic  which  
had o ften , w h en , after a lo n g  sittin g , the  cand les had been  
lig h te d , rou sed  th e  languish ing H o u se , and d ec id ed  the 
even t o f  the  d eb ate . T h e r e , to o , was W illiam  S ach everell, 
an orator w h ose  great parliam entary ab ilities w ere , m any 
years la ter , a favourite them e o f  o ld  m en w ho lived  to se e  the  
conflicts o f  W alp ole and P u lten ey . * W ith these  em inent 
persons w as jo in e d  S ir R ob ert C la y to n , the w ealth iest 
m erchant o f  L o n d o n , w hose palace in tho O ld  Jew ry  sur
p assed  in  sp lendour the  aristocratical m ansions o f  L in co ln ’s 

• Burnet, i. 389., and the notes of Speaker Onslow.
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Inn F ie ld s and Co vent G arden , w h ose villa  am ong th e  Surrey C”AP' 
hills was described  as a garden o f  E d en , w hose banquets v ied  16̂ , 
with those o f  K in g s, and w hose jud icious m unificence, still 
attested by num erous public m onum ents, had obtained for  
him in the annals o f  the City a  p lace second  on ly  to  that o f  
Gresham. In  the  Parliam ent w hich m et at O xford in 1681, 
Clayton h ad , as m em ber for the cap ita l, and at th e  request 
o f  his co n stituents, m oved for leave to bring in the B ill o f  
E xclu sion , and had b een  secon d ed  by L ord R ussell. In  1685 
the C ity , d eprived  o f  its franchises and govern ed  by the  
creatures o f  the  cou rt, had returned four T ory  repre
sentatives. B u t the o ld  charter had now been  restored; and  
Clayton had b een  again chosen  by' acclam ation. * N or m ust 
John B irch  be passed  over. H e  had begun life  as a carter, 
but h ad , in the civil w ars, le ft his team , had turned soldier, 
had risen to  the rank o f  C olonel in the  army o f  th e  Com m on
w ealth , h a d , in h igh  fiscal o ffices, show n great talents for  
b u sin ess, had sate m any years in Parliam ent, an d , though  
retain ing to th e  last the rough m anners and plebeian dialect 
o f  his y o u th , had , b y  strong sen se  and m other w it , gained  
the ear o f  th e  C om m ons, and was regarded as a form idable  
opponent b y  the m ost accom plished  debaters o f  his time.**
T h ese  w ere the m ost conspicuous am ong the veterans who  
n o w , after a lo n g  sec lu sio n , returned to public life . B u t  
th e y  w ere a ll sp eed ily  throw n into the shade by two y'ounger 
W h ig s, w h o , on this great d a y , took  their seats for the first 
tim e, w ho soon  rose to the h ighest honours o f  the sta te, who  
w eathered  togeth er  th e  fiercest storm s o f  faction , and who, 
having been  lo n g  and widely' renow ned as sta tesm en , as 
orators, and as m unificent patrons o f  genius and learning, 
d ied , w ithin a few  m onths o f  each o th er , soon  after the acces
sion o f  the  H o u se  o f  B runsw ick. T h e se  w ere Charles M on
tague and Joh n  Som ers.

O ne other nam e m ust b e  m en tion ed , a nam e then known  
only to  a sm all circle o f  p h ilosop h ers, b u t now  pronounced

• Evelyn’s D iary, S e p t 26. 1612, O c t  12. 1619, July 13. 1100; Sey
m our’s Survey o t London.

** B u rn e t, i. 3S8.; and  S p eak e r Onslow’s note.
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cnip. b eyon d  the  G anges and the M ississippi w ith reverence ex-
■ )li8̂  ceed in g  that w hich is paid  to  the  m em ory o f  the greatest  

warriors and rulers. A m on g the  crow d o f  silen t m em bers 
appeared the m ajectic forehead and p en sive  face o f  Isaac  
N ew ton . T h e  renow ned U n iversity  on w hich h is gen ius had  
already begun to im press a peculiar character, still plainly  
d iscern ib le after the  lapse o f  a hundred and six ty  years, had  
sen t him  to the C on ven tion ; and he sate th e re , in  his m odest 
g rea tn ess , the unobtrusive but unflinching friend o f  civil and  
relig iou s freedom .

Choice of T h e  first act o f  the Com m ons w as to choose a Speaker;
* Si<1,t'r"and the choice w hich  they  m ade indicated  in a m anner n ot to 

b e m istaken their opinion touching the great questions w hich  
th ey  w ere about to  d ecid e . D ow n to  the very ev e  o f  the  
m eetin g , it had been  understood  that Seym our w ould be  
placed  in the chair. H e  had form erly sate there during several 
years. H e  had  great and various titles to  consideration; 
d esc en t, fortu n e, k n ow led ge, ex p er ien ce , e loq u en ce. H e  
had lon g  b een  at the  head o f  a pow erful band o f  m em bers 
from th e  W estern  counties. T h ou gh  a T o r y , h e  had in the  
last Parliam ent h ea d ed , w ith conspicuous ability  and courage, 
the  opposition  to P op ery  and arbitrary pow er. H e  had been  
am ong th e  first gen tlem en  who had repaired  to the D utch  
h ead  quarters a t E x e ter , and had  b een  the author o f  that 
association b y  w hich the  P rin ce’s adherents had b ound  them 
se lv es to  stand  or fall togeth er . B u t , a few  hours before the  
H ouses m et, a rum our w as spread that Seym our w as against 
declaring the throne vacant. A s so o n , th erefo re , as the  
benches had filled , the E arl o f  W iltsh ire , w ho represented  
H am pshire, stood  u p , and prop osed  that P o w le  should be  
Speaker. S ir V ere  F a n e , m em ber for K en t, secon d ed  tho  
m otion . A  p lausib le ob jection  m ight have b een  raised; for 
it was know n that a petition  w as about to b e  presented  against 
P ow le’s return: b u t the  gen era l cry o f  the H ou se  called  him  
to  th e  chair; and the T or ie s thought it prudent to acq u iesce .*  
T h e  m ace was then laid on  the tab le ; the list o f  m em bers

'  CiUers, 1GS9; Grey's Debates.
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was called  o v er; and the names o f  th e  defaulters w ere c iu r . 
n oted . igss.

M eanw hile the  P e e r s , about a  hundred in num ber, had  
m et, had chosen  H alifax to be their S p eak er, and had ap
pointed several em inent lawyers to perform  the functions 
w hich , in  regular P arliam ents, b elon g  to the  J u d g es. T h ere  
w a s, in  the  course o f  that d ay , frequent com m unication b e
tw een the  H ou ses. T h e y  jo in ed  in requesting that the P rince  
would continue to adm inister the governm ent till h e  should  
hear further from  them , in expressing to him their gratitude  
for the d eliveran ce w hich h e , under G o d , had w rought for  
the n ation , and in d irecting that th e  thirty-first o f  January  
should  b e  ob served  as a day o f  thanksgiving for that d elive
rance. *

T hus far no d ifference o f  opinion had appeared: but both  
sides w ere preparing for the  conflict. T h e  T or ie s w ere  
strong in the U pper H o u se , and w eak in the  L ow er; and they  
knew  that, a t such a  conjuncture, the H ouse which should  be  
th e  first to com e to  a resolution  w ould  have a great advantage  
over the  other. T h er e  w as n ot the least chance that the  
Com mons w ould  send  up to  th e  L ords a vote in favour o f  the 
plan o f  R eg en cy : b u t, i f  such a vo te  w ere sent down from  
th e  L ords to the C om m ons, it was not absolutely  im possible  
that m any even  o f  the  W h ig  representatives o f  the peop le  
m ight b e  d isposed  to acq u iesce rather than take the grave  
responsib ility  o f  causing discord and delay at a  crisis which  
required  union and exp ed ition . T h e  Com mons had d e 
term ined that, on  M onday the tw enty-eighth  o f  January, they  
would take into consideration  th e  state o f  the nation. T h e  
T om 'L ord s therefore p rop o sed , on Friday the tw enty-fifth, 
to enter instantly on the great business for which they  had  
been  called  togeth er . B ut their m otives w ere clearly d iscerned  
and their  tactics frustrated by H alifax , w h o , ever since his 
return from  H u n gerford , had seen  that the settlem ent o f  the  
governm ent could  b e  effected  on W h ig  princip les on ly , and  
who had therefo re , for the lim e , allied  h im self c lo se ly  w ith

* Lords' and Commons' Jo u rn a ls , Jan. 22. 1638; Citters and Claren
don’s Diary of ihe sam e date.
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CHAP.
X.

1688.

D ebate  
on the 
s ta te  of 
th e  n a 
ilo n .

the  W h igs. D evonshire m oved that T u esd ay  the tw enty- 
ninth should  b e  the  day. “ B y  that t im e ,”  h e  said with m ore  
truth than d iscretion , “ w e m ay have som e ligh ts from  below  
w hich m ay b e useful for our g u id a n ce .”  H is m otion was car
ried; but his language was severely  censured by som e o f  his 
brother peers as derogatory to  their order. *

On th e  tw enty-eighth  the Com m ons reso lved  them selves  
into a com m ittee o f  the w hole H ou se . A  m em ber w ho had, 
m ore than thirty years b efore , b een  on e o f  C rom w ell’s L ords, 
R ichard  H am pden, son  o f  the illustrious lead er o f  the R ou n d 
h ea d s, and father o f  th e  unhappy man w ho h a d , by large  
bribes and degrad in g  subm issions, narrowly escap ed  w ith  life  
from  th e ven gean ce o f  Jam es, was p laced  in the cha ir, and  
the  great debate began .

I t  was soon evident that an overw helm ing m ajority con
sidered  Jam es as no lon ger  K in g . G ilbert D olb en , son  o f  the  
late A rchbishop  o f  Y o rk , was the first w ho declared  h im self  
to  b e  o f  that op in ion . H e  w as supported  b y  m any m em bers, 
particularly b y  th e  bold  and veh em en t W harton, by Saw yer, 
w h ose steady  opposition  to the d ispensing pow er had, in som o  
m easure, a toned  for o ld  offen ces, by M aynard, w h ose voice, 
though so feeb le  w ith age that it could  n o t be heard  on distant 
b en ch es, still com m anded th e  resp ect o f  all p arties, and by  
S om ers, w h ose lum inous eloquence and varied stores o f  
know ledge were on that day ex h ib ited , for tho first time, 
w ithin th e  walls o f  P arliam ent. T h o  unblushing forehead  
and vo lu b le tongu e o f  S ir W illiam  W illiam s w ere found  on  
the sam e sid e . A lready he had  b een  deep ly  con cern ed  in  the  
ex cesses b oth  o f  th e  w orst o f  oppositions and o f  th e  w orst o f  
governm ents. H e  had p ersecu ted  innocent P apists and in 
n ocen t P rotestan ts. H e  had  b een  th e  patron o f  O ates and  
the  too l o f  P e tre . H is nam e w as associated  w ith seditious  
v io len ce  w hich w as rem em bered  with regret and sham e by all 
respectable W higs, and w ith  freaks o f  despotism  abhorred by  
all resp ectab le  T o r ie s . H o w  m en liv e  under such infam y it  is 
n o t easy  to  u n d erstan d : but even  such infamy- w as n ot enough  
for W illiam s. H e  was not asham ed to attack the fallen m aster  

* Lords1 Journals, Jan . 2 5 ,1CSJ; Clarendon's Diary, Jan . 23, 25.
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to whom he had h ired  h im self out for work which no h on est crur. 
man in  the  Inns o f  Court w ould u n d ertak e, and from  w h o m — ^ ¿ 7  

he had, w ithin six  m onths, accepted  a baronetcy as the  reward  
o f  servility .

O nly three m em bers ventured  to  oppose them selves to  
w hat w as ev id en tly  th e  general sense o f  the assem bly. S ir  
C hristopher M usgrave, a T ory  gentlem an o f  great w eigh t and  
ability, h inted  som e doubts. H en eage F inch  le t fall som e ex 
pressions w hich w ere understood  to m ean that h e w ished  a 
negotiation  to be opened  w ith the K ing. T h is  suggestion  was 
so ill rece ived  that h e m ade haste to  explain  it away. H e  pro
tested  that he  had b een  m isapprehended . H e  was convinced  
th a t, under such a prince, there could  be no security for re 
lig ion , lib erty , or property. T o  reca ll K in g  J a m es, or to 
treat w ith him , w ould b e  a fatal course; b u t many w ho w ould  
never con sent that h e should  exerc ise  the regal pow er had  
conscientious scruples about depriving him  o f  the  royal title .
T h ere  was one exp ed ien t w hich w ould rem ove all d ifficulties, 
a R eg en cy . T h is proposition found so little  favour that 
F inch  did n ot venture to dem and a  d ivision . R ichard Fan- 
shaw, V iscou n t Fanshaw o f  the  kingdom  o f  Ireland, said a  few  
w ords in b eh a lf o f  Jam es, and recom m ended an adjournm ent: 
but the  recom m endation  w as m et b y  a general outcry. M em 
ber after m em ber stood  up to represent the im portance o f  
d espatch . E very m om en t, it w as sa id , was precious: the  
p ublic  anxiety  was in te n se : trade w as suspended . T h e  m ino
rity su llen ly subm itted, and suffered the predom inant party to  
take its own course.

W hat that course w ould  b e  w as n ot p erfectly  clear. F or  
the m ajority was m ade up o f  two classes. O ne class consisted  
o f  eager and veh em en t W h ig s, who, i f  they  had b een  ab le to 
take their ow n cou rse , w ould have g iven  to the proceedings  
o f  the C onvention  a  d ecid ed ly  revolutionary character. T h e  
other class adm itted that a revolution  w as necessary , but re
garded  it  as a necessary e v il , and w ished  to d isgu ise i t ,  as 
m uch as p ossib le , under the  show  o f  leg itim acy. T h e  form er 
class dem anded a d istinct recognition  o f  the  right o f  subjects 
to  dethrone bad princes. T h e  latter class desired  to rid  the
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c h a p . country o f  one bad prince, w ithout prom ulgating  any doctrine 
• 168'8_ ■ w hich m ight b e abused  for  the  purpose o f  w eaken ing the  ju st  

and  salutary authority  o f  future m onarchs. T h e  form er class 
dw elt ch iefly  on  the  K in g’s m isgovernm ent; the latter on his 
flight. T h e  form er class considered  him  as having forfeited  
his cro w n ; th e  la tter as h aving resigned  it. I t  was n ot easy to 
draw up any form  o f  w ords w hich w ould p lease all w hose  
assent it was im portant to ob ta in ; but at len g th , out o f  m any  
su ggestion s offered  from different quarters, a resolu tion  was 

Rssoiu- fram ed w hich gave general satisfaction . I t  was m oved  that 
curing" K ing Jam es the  S e c o n d , having endeavoured  to subvert the  
TiMat°ne con st'tut*on the k ingdom  by breaking the  original contract 

betw een  K in g  and  p e o p le , a n d , by the advice o f  Jesu its and  
other w ick ed  persons, having v io la ted  th e  fundam ental law s, 
and having withdraw n h im se lf out o f  the k in gd om , had  ab
d icated  th e  g o v ern m en t, and that the throne had thereby  
b ecom e vacant.

T h is resolu tion  has b een  m any tim es su b jected  to  cri
ticism  as m inute and  se vere  as w as ever  applied  to any sen 
ten ce  w ritten  by m an: and  perhaps there n ever was a sen ten ce  
w ritten b y  m an w hich w ould  bear such criticism  less . T h a t a 
K ing by  grossly  abusing bis pow er m ay forfe it i t  is true. T h a t  
a  K in g , w ho absconds w ithout m aking any provision  for the  
ad m in istration , and lea v es his p eop le  in a  state o f  anarchy, 
m a y , w ithout any v io len t straining o f  la n g u a g e , b e  said  to 
have abd icated  h is functions is also true. B u t no accurate  
w riter w ould  affirm that lo n g  continued  m isgovernm ent and  
desertion , ad d ed  togeth er , m ake up an act o f  abd ication . It  
is ev ident too  that the m ention o f  th e  Jesu its and other  evil 
advisers o f  Jam es w eakens, instead  o f  strengthen ing, the case  
against h im . F o r  surely m ore in d ulgence is d u e to  a man 
m isled  b y  pern icious counsel than to a m an w ho g o es  w rong  
from  the m ere im pulse o f  his ow n m ind. I t  is id le , how ever, 
to  exam ine these  m em orable w ords as w e should exam ine a 
chapter o f  A ristotle  or o f  H ob b es. Such w ords are to  b e  con
sidered , n o t as w ords, but as d eed s. I f  they  effect that which  
they  are in tend ed  to  e ffect, they  are ration al, though  they  
m ay b e contradictory. I f  they  fail o f  attaining their e n d , they
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are absurd , though  they  carry dem onstration with them . c h a p . 

L ogic adm its o f  no com prom ise. T h e  essen ce  o f  politics is —̂ ¿5—  
com prom ise. I t  is therefore n ot strange that gome o f  the  
m ost im portant and m ost useful political instrum ents in the  
world should  b e  am ong the m ost illogical com positions that 
ever w ere p enned . T h e  object o f  S om ers, o f  M aynard, and  
o f  the other em inent m en w ho shaped this celebrated  m otion  
was, n o t to lea v e  to  posterity a m odel o f  definition and parti
tio n , but to m ake the  restoration o f  a tyrant im possib le , and 
to p lace on th e  throne a sovereign  under whom law and liberty  
m ight b e  secure. T h is ob ject they  attained by using language  
which, in a philosophical treatise, w ould ju stly  b e  reprehended  
as in exact and con fused . T h e y  cared little w hether their 
m ajor agreed  with the ir  con clu sion , i f  the m ajor secured  two 
hundred v o te s , and the conclusion  two hundred m ore. In  
fact the  one beauty o f  the  resolu tion  is its inconsistency.
T h ere  was a phrase for every  subdivision  o f  the m ajority. T h e  
m ention o f  the  original contract gratified the disciples o f  
S id ney . T h e  w ord abdication conciliated  politicians o f  a 
m ore tim id school. T h ere  w ere doubtless m any fervent P ro 
testants w ho w ere p leased  with th e  censure cast on the J e 
su its. T o  the real statesm an the  sing le  im portant clause was 
that which declared  th e  thronevacant; a n d ,if  that clause could  
b e carried , h e  cared little  b y  w hat pream ble it m ight bo in
troduced . T h e  force w hich was thus united m ade all resistance  
h op eless. T h e  m otion  w as adopted  b y  the Com m ittee with
out a d ivision . I t  w as ordered  that the report shou ld  b e  in
stantly m ade. P o w le  returned to the chair: the  m ace was 
laid  on the  tab le : H am pden brought up the resolu tion: the  
H o u se instantly  agreed  to i t ,  and ordered  him to carry it  to 
th e  Lords.*

On th e  fo llow in g  m orning the L ords assem bled early. T h e  it j, ,„nt 
benches both o f  the spiritual and o f  the tem poral peers w ere ¡^rldV ha 
crow ded . H am pden appeared at the b a r , and put the  reso 
lution o f  the Com mons into the hands o f  H alifax  T h e  U p p er

* C om m ons' J o u rn a ls ,  J an . 28. 16SJ.; G rey 's  D e b a te s ; C itters , 

p tb I f  the  re p o r t in G rey 's D eb a tes  b e  c o r re c t,  C itters  m u s t have 
been  m isin fo rm ed  a s  to Saw yer’s speech .
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Ĉ AP- H o u se  then reso lved  itse lf  into a  com m ittee; and D anby took  
■ i gas. Ike chair.

T h e  d iscussion  was so o n  interrupted  by the reappearance  
o f  H am pden with another m essage. T h e  H o u se  resum ed and  
was inform ed that the  Com m ons had ju st  v o ted  it inconsisten t 
w ith the safety' and w elfare o f  this P rotestant nation  to  be  
govern ed  by a  P op ish  K ing. T o  this resolution , irreconcilab le  
as it ob v iou sly  was w ith  the  doctrine o f  in d efeasib le  hereditary  
r ig h t, the P eers ga v e  an im m ediate and unanim ous assent. 
T h e  principle w hich  w as thus affirm ed has a lw ays, dow n to 
our own tim e , b een  h eld  sacred  by all P rotestant statesm en, 
and has never  b een  considered  by any reasonable R om an Ca
th o lic  as ob jection ab le . I f ,  in d eed , our sovereign s w ere, 
lik e  th e  P resid en ts o f  th e  U n ited  S tates, m ere civil functiona
ries, it w ould n ot b e  easy to  vindicato  such a restr iction . B ut 
the headship  o f  the E n glish  Church is  an n exed  to th e  E nglish  
crow n; and there is no in tolerance in  saying that a  Church  
ought n o t to b e  sub jected  to a head  w ho regards her as sch is- 
m atical and heretical.*

Debate in A fter  this short in terlude the L ords again w ent into com - 
in'tho^'’ m ittee, T h e  T o r ie s in sisted  that their plan should  b e  d is-  
pi>n of cussed  before th e  vo te  o f  the Com m ons w hich  declared  the  
Reseiicy. vacan{ wag con sid ered . T h is  w as con ced ed  to them ;

and th e  q uestion  was put w hether a R e g e n c y , exercisin g  
k in g ly  pow er during the  life  o f  Jam es, in his nam e, w ould  be  
the b est  ex p ed ien t for preserv in g  the law s and  liberties o f  the  
nation?

T h e  con test was lon g  and anim ated. T h e  c h ie f  speakers 
in favour o f  a  R eg en cy  w ere R och ester  and N ottingham . 
H alifax and D anby led  the other side. T h e  Prim ate, strange  
to sa y , d id  n ot mnko h is appearance, though earnestly  im
portuned b y  the  T o r y  p eers to  p lace h im se lf at their head . 
H is ab sen ce drew on him  m any contum elious cen su res; nor  
have even  bis eu logists been  ab le to find any explanation  o f  it 
w hich raises his character.** T h e  plan o f  R eg en cy  w as his

* Lords’ and Commons' Journals, Jan . 1 9 .168j.
■■ Clarendon's D iary , Jan . XL 168J; B urnet, i. 810.; Doyly’s Life of 

SancrofL
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own. H e bad, a few  days before, in a paper written with his 
own h an d , p ronounced  that plan to b e  clearly  the b est that 
could  be ad op ted . T h e  deliberations o f  the L ords who sup
ported that plan had been  carried on  under his roof. I lis  
situation m ade it his clear duty to declare publicly w hat he  
thought. N o b o d y  can suspect him o f  personal cow ardice or 
o f  vu lgar cup id ity . It was probably from  a nervous fear o f  
doing w rong that, at this great conjuncture, he did nothing: 
but he shou ld  have know n th a t, situated as h e  w as, to do 
nothing w as to do w rong. A  man who is too  scrupulous to 
take on h im se lf a g rave responsib ility  at an im portant crisis 
ought to be too  scrupulous to accept the place o f  first m inister  
o f  the Church and first p eer o f  the realm .

It is not strange, h ow ever, that Saneroft’s m ind should  
havo been  ill at ease; for he could hardly b e  blind to the ob
vious truth that the schem e which ho had recom m ended to his 
friends w as u tterly inconsisten t with a ll that h e  and his 
brethren had b een  teach ing during m any years. T h a t the 
K ing had a d iv ine and in d efeasib le  right to the regal power, 
and that the  regal p ow er, even  w hen m ost grossly  abused, 
could  not, w ithout sin , b e  resisted , w as the doctrine in which  
the A nglican  Church had lo n g  g loried . D id  this doctrine then  
really  m ean only that th e  K in g  had a divine and indefeasib le  
right to have h is effigy and  nam e cut on a seal w hich was to be 
daily em ployed  in desp ite  o f  him for the purpose o f  com 
m issioning his enem ies to lev y  war on  him, and o f  send in g  his 
friends to the gallow s for ob ey in g  him ? D id  the w hole duty o f  
a goo d  su b ject consist in using the w ord K in g?  I f  so , Fairfax at 
N aseby  and Bradshaw  in the H igh Court o f  Ju stice  had per
form ed all the duty o f  goo d  subjects. F or Charles had been  
d esign ated  by the gen era ls who com m anded against him, and 
even by the ju d g e s  w ho condem ned him , as K in g . N oth ing  in 
the conduct o f  the L on g  Parliam ent had b een  m ore severely  
blam ed b y  the  Church than the ingenious dev ice o f  using the 
name o f  Charles against him self. E very on e o f  her m inisters 
hail been  requ ired  to sign  a declaration condem ning as traito
rous the fiction b y  w hich the authority o f  the sovereign  had  

Macaulay, History. Ill, 27

C H A P . 
X.

1638,
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c h a p . b een  separated from his person.* Y et this traitorous fiction  
16sa ■ was now  con sid ered  by tho Prim ate and by m any o f  his suffra

gans as tho only basis on w hich they co u ld , in strict confor
m ity w ith Christian princip les, erect a governm ent.

T h e  d istinction  w hich Sancroft had borrow ed from  tho  
R oundheads o f  the p reced in g  gen eration  subverted  from  tho 
foundation  that system  o f  p o litics w hich  the  Church and the  
U niversities preten d ed  to  have learned  from Saint P au l. T h e  
H o ly  S p irit, it  had b een  a thousand tim es rep ea ted , had  
com m anded the R om ans to  b e  subject to N ero . T h e  m eaning  
o f  the  precept now  appeared to b e  on ly  that the R om ans w ere  
to call N ero  A u gu stu s. T h ey  w ere p erfectly  at liberty  to 
chase him  b ey o n d  th e  E u p h rates, to leave him  a pensioner  
on the bounty o f  tho P arth ians, to w ithstand him  b y  force  
i f  he attem pted  to  return, to  punish all w ho a id ed  him  or  cor
resp ond ed  w ith  h im , and to transfer tho T ribun itian  pow er  
and the Consular p o w er , the  P resid en cy  o f  the S en ate  and 
the com m and o f  the L egion s, to G alba or V espasian .

T h e  analogy w hich the  A rchbishop im agined  that h e had  
d iscovered  betw een  the  case o f  a w ron g-h ead ed  K in g  and the 
case o f  a lunatic K ing w ill n o t bear a m om ent’s exam ination. 
I t  was plain that Jam es was n o t in that state o f  m ind in  w hich, 
i f  h e had b een  a country gentlem an  or a m erchant, any tri
bunal w ould have h eld  him incapable o f  execu tin g  a  con
tract or a w ill. H e  was o f  unsound m ind on ly  as all bad K ings 
are o f  unsound m ind; as Charles the  F irst had been  o f  un
sound m ind w hen h e w en t to se ize the  five m em bers; as Charles 
the S econ d  had b een  o f  unsound m ind w hen h e concluded  
th e  treaty o f  D over. I f  this sort o f  m ental unsoundness did  
not justify  subjects in  w ithdraw ing their ob ed ien ce  from prin
c e s , the plan o f  a R eg en cy  w as ev id en tly  in d efen sib le . I f  this 
sort o f  m ental unsoundness d id  justify  subjects in  w ithdraw 
in g  their ob ed ien ce  from  p rin ces, the doctrine o f  nonresis- 
tancc  w as com p letely  g iven  up; and  all that any m oderate  
W h ig  had  ever con ten ded  for was fully  adm itted .

A s to  th e  oath o f  a lleg ian ce about w hich Sancroft and  
his d iscip les w ere so a n x io u s, one th ing at lea st is  clear, that, 

' See ihe Act of Uniformity.
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w hoever m ight b e  r ig h t, they w ere w rong. T h e  W higs held  
that, in the  oath o f  a lleg ian ce , certain cond itions w ere im - |^ 3 
p lied , that the K in g  had vio lated  th ese  con d ition s, and that 
the oath  had therefore lo st its force. B u t , i f  the  W hig  
doctrine w ere fa lse , i f  the oath w ere still b in din g , could m en  
o f  sense  rea lly  b elieve  that they escaped  the gu ilt o f  perjury  
by vo ting  for a R eg en cy ?  Could they affirm that they bore  
true a llegiance to Jam es w hile they w ere , in defiance o f  his 
protestations m ade before all E urope, authorising another  
person to rece ive  the royal reven u es, to sum m on and pro
rogue P arliam ents, to create D ukes and E ar ls , to name 
B ishops and J u d g e s , to pardon offenders, to com mand the  
forces o f  the sta te , and to conclude treaties w ith foreign  
pow ers? H ad P asca l been  ab le to  find , in all the folios 
o f  the Jesu itica l casu ists, a  sophism  m ore contem ptib le than 
that w hich n ow , as it se em e d , sufficed  to  q u iet the con 
sc ien ces o f  the fathers o f  th e  A nglican  Church?

N oth in g  could  be m ore evident than that the plan o f  R e 
gen cy  could  b e  d efen ded  only on  W h ig  princip les. B etw een  
the rational supporters o f  that plan and the m ajority o f  the  
H ouse o f  Com m ons there cou ld  be no dispute as to the ques
tion o f  r igh t. A ll that rem ained was a question o f  ex p e
d iency. A n d  w ould any statesm an seriously contend that it 
was exp ed ien t to constitute a governm ent with tw o heads, 
and to g iv e  to one o f  those heads regal pow er w ithout regal 
d ign ity , and to the other regal d ignity without regal power?
It was notorious that such an arrangem ent, even  w hen m ade 
n ecessary by the  infancy or  insanity o f  a prince, bad serious 
disadvantages. T h a t tim es o f  R egen cy  w ere tim es o f  w eak
n ess , o f  trouble and o f  d isaster , was a truth proved  by the  
w h ole  h istory o f  E ngland , o f  P ra n ce , and o f  S co tlan d , and  
had alm ost becom e a proverb. Y et, in a case o f  infancy or 
o f  insan ity , the K in g  was at least passive. H e cou ld  n ot ac
tively  counterw ork the R egen t. W hat was now  proposed  
was that E ngland  should  have two first m agistrates, o f  ripe 
age and sound m ind , w aging with each other an irreconcilable  
war. It was absurd to talk o f  leaving Jam es m erely the  kingly  
nam e, and  depriving him  o f  all th e  k ingly pow er. F or the

27*
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ciiap. nam e was a  part o f  the pow er. T h e  w ord K ing w as a word  
' 'i ftT ~  conjuration. I t  was associated  in the m inds o f  m any E n g 

lishm en with the id ea  o f  a m ysterious character derived from  
a b o v e , and in the m inds o f  alm ost all E nglishm en with the 
idea of. leg itim ate and ven erab le authority. S u rely , i f  the 
title  carried with it such p ow er, those  who m aintained that 
Jam es ou gh t to bo deprived o f  all pow er could  n ot deny tbat 
he ought to b e  deprived  o f  the title.

And how  lo n g  was the  anom alous governm ent planned  
by the gen iu s o f  Sancroft to last? E very argum ent which  
could  bo urged for  setting  it up at all m ight b e urged with 
equal force for retaining it to the end o f  tim e. I f  th e  boy who 
had been  carried into F rance was really  born o f  the  Q ueen , 
h e w ould  hereafter inherit the divine and indefeasib le  right 
to bo called  K ing. T h e  sam e right w ould very probably be 
transm itted from  P ap ist to  P ap ist through tho w hole o f  th e  
eighteenth  and nineteenth  centuries. B oth  the H ou ses had  
unanim ously reso lved  that E ngland should  n ot b e  govern ed  
by a P ap ist. It m ight w ell b e , th erefore , th a t, from  g e 
neration to gen eration , R eg en ts  w ould continue to adm inister  
the govern m en t in the nam e o f  vagrant and m endicant K in gs. 
T h ere was no doubt that the R egen ts m ust be appointed  by 
Parliam ent. T h e  e ffe c t, th erefore , o f  th is contrivance, a 
contrivance in tended  to preserve unim paired the  sacred  prin
cip le  o f  hereditary m onarchy, w ould  be that the m onarchy  
w ould becom e really  elective .

A nother unansw erable reason  was urged against Sancroft’s 
plan. T h ere  was in the statute book a law which had b een  
passed soon  after the close o f  the lon g  and b loody con test  
betw een  the  H ouses o f  Y ork  and L an caster, and w hich had  
b een  framed for the purpose o f  averting calam ities such as 
the  a lternate v ictories o f  those  H ou ses had brought on tho  
nobility  and gentry o f  tho realm . B y  this law  it  was p rovided  
that no person sh o u ld , by adhering to a K ing in possession , 
incur the  penalties o f  treason . W hen the  reg ic id es w ere  
brought to trial after the  R esto ra tio n , som e o f  them  insisted  
that their case lay w ithin  the equity o f  this act. T h e y  had  
obeyed , they said , the governm ent w hich was in possession , and
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w ere therefore n ot traitors. T h e  J u d g es adm itted  that this cuai*. 
w ould have b een  a g o o d  d efen ce  i f  the  prisoners had acted  —¡£¡¿7 " 
under the  authority o f  an usurper w ho, like H enry th e  Fourth  
and R ichard  th e  T h ird , b ore the regal t itle , but declared  
that such a d efen ce  could  not avail m en w ho had ind icted , 
sen ten ced , and execu ted  one w h o , in the ind ictm ent, in the  
se n ten ce , and in the death w arrant, was design ated  as K ing.
It fo llow ed , therefore, that w hoever should support a R eg en t  
in opposition  to Jam es w ould run great risk o f  being hanged , 
draw n, and quartered, i f  ever  Jam es should  recover suprem e  
pow er; but that n o  person  co u ld , w ithout such  a v io lation  
o f  law as J effreys h im self w ould  hardly venture to com m it, bo 
punished for sid in g  w ith a K in g  w ho was re ig n in g , though  
w rongfu lly , at W h iteh a ll, against a rightfu l K ing w ho was in 
ex ile  at Sain t G erm ains. *

It shou ld  seem  that these  argum ents adm it o f  no reply; 
and th ey  w ere doubtless urged with force by D a n b y , who 
had a w onderfu l pow er o f  m aking every  subject which he 
treated clear to  the d u llest m in d , and by H alifax, w ho, in 
fertility  o f  thought and brilliancy o f  d iction , had no rival 
am ong the  orators o f  that age. Y e t  so num erous and pow er
ful w ere the T o r ie s in the U p p er H ou se  that, notw ithstanding  
the w eakness o f  their case, the d efection  o f  their lead er, and  
the ability  o f  their op p on en ts, they  very  nearly carried the  
day. A  hundred L ords d iv ided . F orty-n in e v o ted  for a 
R e g e n c y , fifty-one against it. In  the  m inority w ere tho na
tural ch ildren  o f  C harles, th e  brothers-in-law  o f  J a m es, the 
D u k es o f  S om erset and O rm ond, the A rchbishop o f  York  
and eleven  B ish op s. N o  prelate voted  in the m ajority except 
C om pton and T relaw ney.**

* Slat. 2 Hen. 1. c. 1.: Lord Coke's Institu tes , part iii. chap. I.; Trial 
of Cook for high treason, in the Collection of State T ria ls ; Burnet, i. 813. 
and Swift's nolo

'■ Lords' Jo u rn a ls , Jan . 29 1683; Clarendon's D iary; Evelyn’s D iary;
C illers; E achard’s History of the ltevolution; B urnet, i. 813.; History 
of the Hecslablishm enl of the Governm ent, 1689. The num bers of the 
Contents and Not Contents a re  not given in the jo u rn a ls , and are 
differently reported by different writers. I have followed Clarendon, 
who took the trouble to m ake out lists of the m ajority and minority.
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c h a p . i t  w as near nine in  the even in g  before the H ouse ro se . 
- j ^ — T h e  fo llow ing day was th e  th irtieth  o f  January, the anni

versary o f  the death o f  Charles the F irst. T h e  great body  
o f  the A nglican  clergy  h a d , during m any years, thought it a 
sacred duty to inculcate on that day the doctrines o f  non- 
resistance and passive o b ed ien ce . T h eir  old  serm ons were  
now  o f  little use; and m any divines w ero even  in doubt 
w hether they  cou ld  venture to read the w hole L iturgy. T h e  
L ow er H ou se had d eclared  that the throne was vacant. T h e  
U p p er had not y et exp ressed  any op in ion . It w as therefore  
n ot easy to decide w hether the prayers for the sovereign  ought 
to  be u sed . E very officiating m inister took  his ow n course. 
In  m ost o f  the churches o f  the capital the p etitions for Jam es  
w ere o m itted : but at Sain t M argaret’s, Sharp, D ean  o f  N or
w ich , w ho had b een  req u ested  to preach beforo the Com
m ons, n ot only read to their faces the w h ole  service as it 
stood  in the  b o o k , b u t, before h is serm on , im plored , in his 
own w ord s, a b lessing on the K in g , an d , tow ards the c lose  
o f  his d iscou rse , decla im ed against the Jesu itica l doctrine  
that princes m ight law fully b e  d ep osed  b y  their subjects. 
T h e  Sp eak er, that very a fternoon , com plained to the  H ouse  
o f  th is affront. “ Y ou  pass a vo te  one day,”  he sa id ; “ and  
on the n ex t day it  is contradicted from the pulpit in your own 
h earin g .” Sharp was strenuously d efen ded  b y  the T o r ie s, 
and had friends even  am ong the W h ig s: for it  was n ot for
go tten  that he had incurred serious danger in  the evil times 
by the courage with w h ich , in defiance o f  the royal injunc
tio n , he had preached  against P o p ery . S ir Christopher 
M usgrave very ingen iously  rem arked  that the H ou se  had not 
ordered  the  resolu tion  w hich  d eclared  the throne vacant to bo 
published . Sharp, therefore, w as n ot only not bound to know  
anything o f  that reso lu tion , but could  n ot have taken notice  
o f  it w ithout a breach o f  priv ilege for w hich h e  m ight have  
been  called  to the bar and reprim anded on  his k n ees. T h e  
m ajority fe lt  that it was n ot w ise at that conjuncture to  quarrel 
with the clergy; and the subject was suffered to  drop.*

• Grey’s D ebates; Evelyn’s D iary; Life of Archbishop S harp , by
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W hile the Com mons w ere d iscussing Sharp’s serm on, the  chav. 

L ords had again gon e  into a com m ittee on the state o f  the 16ss_ 
n ation , and had ordered  the resolu tion  w hich p ronounced  the  
throne vacant to  b e  read clause b y  clause.

T h e  first expression  on w hich  a d eb ate  arose was that 
w hich reco g n ised  the  orig inal contract betw een  K in g  and  
p eo p le . I t  w as n o t to  b e  exp ected  that the T o r y  peers w ould  
suffer a phrase w hich contained  th e  qu intessence o f  W higgism  
to pass unch allen ged . A  d ivision  took  p la c e ; and it was 
determ ined  b y  fifty-three votes to  forty -six  that the w ords 
should  stand.

T h e  severe censure p assed  by th e  Com mons on th e  ad
m inistration o f  Jam es w as n e x t  considered , and was approved  
w ithout one d issen tien t v o ice . Som e verbal objections w ere  
m ade to the proposition  that Jam es had abdicated  the govern 
m ent. It w as urged  that h e  m ight m ore correctly  b e  said  to 
have d eserted  it. T h is am endm ent w as a d o p ted , it should  
seem , with scarcely  any d eb a te , and  w ithout a d ivision . B y  
this tim e it was la te; and the L ords again adjourned.*

U p  to this m om ent the sm all b od y  o f  peers w hich was Schism 
under the  gu idance o f  D anby had  acted  in firm union w ith HiV"'" 
H alifax  and the W h igs. T h e  effect o f  this union had been  
that the plan o f  R eg en cy  had b een  re jected , and the  d octrine follower» 
o f  the original contract affirm ed. T h e  proposition that Jam es *>rDat1"' ' 
had ceased  to  b e  K in g  had  b een  the  rallying poin t o f  th e  two 
parties w hich had m ade up the  m ajority. B u t from  that poin t 
their path d iverged . T h e  n e x t  question  to b e  d ecid ed  was 
w heth er th e  throne was vacant; and this was a  q uestion  not 
m erely v erb a l, but o f  grave practical im portance. I f  the  
throne w as v a ca n t, the  E states o f  th e  R ealm  m ight p lace W il
liam in it. I f  it was n ot vacan t, h e  cou ld  su cceed  to it only  
after his w ife , after A n n e , and after A n n e’s posterity .

I t  w as, accord ing to the follow ers o f  D anby, an estab lished  
m axim  that our country could  not b e , even  for a m om ent, w ith
out a rightfu l prince. T h e  man m ight d ie; but the m agistrate

his s o n ; Apology fo r  the New S e p a ra tio n , in  a  le tte r  to  D r, .John S h arp , 
A rchb ishop  oTYorfc, 1691.
' ‘ Lords' Journals, Jan . 3 0 .16SJ; Clarendon’s Diary.
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c h a p . -w a g  im m ortal. T h e  man m ight a b d ica te ; but the m agistrate  
I68S. ' was irrem oveable. I f ,  these  politicians sa id , w e oneo admit 

that the throne is vacan t, w e adm it that it is e lec tiv e . T h e  
sovereign  w hom  w e m ay p lace  on  it w ill bo a so vereign , not 
after the E n g lish , but after the  P o lish , fashion. E ven  i f  wo 
ch oose  the  very  person  w ho w ould reign by right o f  birth, 
still that person  will reign n ot by right o f  b irth , but in virtuo 
o f  our choice, and w ill take as a g ift w hat ought to be regarded  
as an inheritance. T h a t salutary reverence with which the b lood  
royal and tho order o f  prim ogeniture liavo h itherto b een  re
garded  w ill be greatly  d im inished. S till m ore serious w ill 
the evil b e , i f  w e n ot on ly  fill the throne by e lec tio n , but fill 
it w ith  a prince w ho has doubtless tho qualities o f  a great and  
goo d  ru ler, and w ho has w rought a w onderful d eliverance for 
u s , but who is n o t first nor even  second  in the order o f  suc
cession . I f  w e on ce  say that m erit, h ow ever em in en t, shall 
bo a  title to  tho crow n , w e disturb the very foundations o f  our 
p o lity , and furnish a precedent o f  which every am bitious 
warrior or statesm an w ho m ay have ren d ered  any great ser
v ice  to the public w ill be tem pted  to avail h im self. T h is  dan
g er  w e avoid  i f  w e log ica lly  fo llow  out the principles o f  the  
constitution  to their con sequ en ces. T h ere  has been  a dem ise  
o f  tho crow n. A t the instant o f  the dem ise the n ext heir  
becam e our lawful sovereign . W e  consider the P rincess o f  
Orango as n ext h eir; and w e hold  that she o u g h t, w ithout 
any delay, to  be p rocla im ed , what she already is, our Q ueen .

T h e  W higs rep lied  that it was id le  to apply ordinary rules 
to  a country in a state o f  revo lu tion , that th e  great question  
now  dep en d ing  was n ot to b e  d ec id ed  by the saw s o f  pedantic  
T em p lars, and that, i f  it w ere to be so d ec id ed , such saws 
m ight be q uoted  on on e side as w ell as tho other. I f  it w ere  
a leg a l m axim  that the throne cou ld  never  b e  vacan t, it was 
also a legal m axim  that a living man could  have no h eir. Jam es  
was still iiv ing . H ow  then could the P rincess o f  O range b e  
his heir? T h e  truth w as that tho laws o f  E ngland  had m ade  
full provision for the succession  w hen the pow er o f  a sovereign  
and  his natural life  term inated to g eth er , but had m ade no  
provison for the  very rare cases in  w hich h is pow er term inated
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before the closo o f  his natural life ; and -with one o f  those very c h a p . 

rare cases th e  C onvention had now  to deal. T h a t Jam es no 1688 - 
longer t i le d  the throne both H ou ses had pronounced . N either  
com m on law nor statute law designated  any person as en titled  
to 1111 the throne betw een  his dem ise and his decease . It fo l
low ed that the throne was vacant, and  that the H ou ses m ight 
invite the P rince  o f  O range to fill it. T h a t he was not n ext in 
order o f  birth was tru e: but this was no d isadvantage: on the 
contrary, it was a positive recom m endation. H ereditary  
m onarchy was a g o o d  p o litical in stitu tion , but w as by no  
means m ore sacred  than other g o o d  p olitical institutions. 
U nfortunately , b igo ted  and servile  theo log ians had turned  
it into a relig ious m ystery , alm ost as awful and as incom 
prehensible as transubstantiation itse lf . T o  k eep  the insti
tution , and y e t to  g et rid o f  the abject and noxious super
stitions w ith  w hich it had o f  late years been  associated  and  
which had m ade it a curse instead  o f  a blessing to society , 
ought to  b e  the first ob ject o f  E nglish  statesm en; and that 
object w ould  b e  b est attained  by sligh tly  dev iatin g  for a tim e 
from the general rule o f  d esc en t, and by then returning  
to it.

M any attem pts w ere m ade to prevent an open breach b e- sieeiirtg 
tw een the party o f  the P rince  and the party o f the P rincess. A  b»n 
great m eetin g  was held  at the Earl o f  D evon sh ire’s H o u se ,® ” “.“* 
and th e  dispute was warm . H alifax was the ch ie f speaker for 
W illiam , D anby for M ary. O f the m ind o f  M ary B an b y  
knew  nothing. S h e had been  som e tim e exp ected  in L ondon, 
but had been  detained  in H olland , first by m asses o f  ice  which  
had b locked  up the rivers, an d , when the thaw cam e, by  
strong w esterly w inds. H ad she arrived earlier the dispute 
w ould  probably have b een  at once q u ieted . H alifax on the  
other side had no authority to say anything in W illiam ’s nam e.
T h e  P rince, true to his prom ise that h e  w ould leave the se ttle 
m ent o f  the govern m en t to the C on ven tion , had m aintained  
an im penetrable reserv e , and had not sutTered any word, 
lo o k , or g estu re , ind icative either o f  satisfaction or o f  d is
p leasu re , to escap e him. O ne o f  his countrym en, who had a  
large share o f  his confidence, had b een  inv ited  to the  m eeting,
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c h a p ,  and w as earnestly p ressed  by the P eers to g ive them  som e i n -  

-jjj-j— form ation. H e lo n g  excu sed  him self. A t last h e  so far 
y ie ld ed  to the ir  urgency as to  sa y , “ I can only guess at H is 
H ig h n ess’s m ind. I f  you wish to know  what I  g u ess , I  guess  
that he w ould n ot like to b e bis w ife’s gentlem an  usher: but I 
know  n oth in g .”  “ I  know  som eth ing n o w , h o w e v e r ,”  said  
D anby. “ I  know  enough, and too m uch .”  l i e  then d ep a rted ; 
and the assem bly broke up.*

On th e  thirty-first o f  January the  debate which had  ter
m inated thus in private was pub licly  renew ed  in th e  H ou se  o f  
P eers . T h a t day liad been  fixed  for the national thanksgiving. 
A n office had  been  drawn up for the occasion  by several 
B ish o p s , am ong whom  w ere K en  and Sprat. It is perfectly  
free  both  from  the adulation and from the m alignity by which  
such com positions w ere in that age too  o ften  d eform ed , and  
susta ins, better perhaps than any occasional serv ice which  
has been  fram ed during tw o cen tu ries, a  com parison w ith that 
great m odel o f  ch aste , lo f ty , and pathetic e lo q u en ce , the 
B o o k  o f  Common P rayer. T h e  L ords w ent in the m orning  
to  W estm inster A b b ey . T h e  Com mons had desired  B urnet 
to  preach before them  at Sain t M argaret’s. H e w as not likely  
to  fall into the sam e error w hich had b een  com m itted in  the  
sam e place on the preced ing day. H is v igorou s and animated  
discourse doubtless called  forth the loud hum s o f  his auditors. 
It  was n o t only prin ted  by com m and o f  th e  H o u se , but was 
translated into F rench  for the edification o f  foreign  P ro 
testants.”  T h e  day c lo sed  with the festiv ities usual on such  
occasions. T h e  w hole town shone brightly with fireworks 
and bonfires: th e  roar o f  guns and the pealing o f  b ells lasted  
till the n ight was far spent: but, before the lights w ere extinct

* Dartm outh's note on B urnet, 1. 393. Dartm outh says that it was 
from Fagel th a t the Lords extracted the hint. This was a slip of the pen 
very pardonable in a hasty m arginal no te ; bu t Dalrymple and others 
ought not to have copied so palpable a blunder. Fagel died in Holland, 
on the 5th of Decem ber 1688, when William was a t Salisbury and Jam es 
at W hitehall. The real person was, I suppose, Dykvclt, B entinck, or 
Zuleslein, most probably Dykvelt.

*• Both the service and B urnet's serm on arc  still to be found in our 
great libraries, and will repay the trouble of perusal.
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and the streets s ile n t , an even t had taken p lace w hich threw c h a p .  

a damp on the public jo y . 1 'Ycss'.''
T h e  P eers had repaired from the A bbey to their house, Dcl)ste hl 

and had resum ed th e  discussion on the state o f  the nation , 'to Lord» 
T h e  last w ords o f  the resolution  o f  the Com mons w ere taken qSe»u0,i 
into con sid era tio n ; and it soon becam e clear that the m ajority *^elhcr 
was n ot d isp osed  to assent to those words. T o  near fifty uirono 
L ords w ho held  that the  regal title still b e lon ged  to Jam es 
w ere now  added  seven  or eight w ho held  that it had already  
d evolved  on M ary. T h e  W h ig s , finding them selves outnum 
b ered , tried  to com prom ise the dispute. T h e y  p roposed  to  
om it the w ords w hich pronounced  the throne vacant, and 
sim ply to declare the P rince  and P rincess K ing and Q ueen .
It was m anifest that such a declaration im p lied , though it did  
not exp ressly  affirm , a ll that the T or ie s w ere unw illing to 
con ced e. F o r  n ob od y  could  pretend that W illiam  had su c
ceed ed  to  the regal office by right o f  birth. T o  pass a resolu 
tion acknow ledging  him as K in g  was therefore an act o f  
e lection ; and how  could  there be an election  w ithout a  
vacancy? T h e  proposition o f  the W h ig  Lords was rejected  by s ia jo ru j 

fifty-tw o votes to forty-seven . T h e  question  was then put n°gifne, 
w hether the  throne was vacant. T h e  contents w ere only  
forty-on e: the noncontents fifty-five. O f  the m inority thirty- 
six  protested .*

D uring the two fo llow ing days L ondon  was in an unquiet Aelution 
and anxious state. T h e  T o r ie s began to  hope that they m ight ¡"„„don. 
b e ab le again to bring forward their favourite plan o f  R egen cy  
with better su ccess. P erhaps the P rince h im self, w hen he 
found that ho had no chance of w earing the crow n, m ight 
prefer Sancroft’s schem e to IJanby’s. I t  was better  doubtless  
to be a K in g  than to b e  a R eg en t: but it was better to b e  a 
R eg en t than to he a gentlem an usher. On th e  other side  
the low er and fiercer class o f  W h ig s, the old  em issaries of 
S haftesbury , the  old  associates o f  C o llege , began to stir in 
the City. Crowds assem bled  in P alace  Y ard , and held  
threatening language. L ord  L o v e la c e , w ho was su sp ected  o f  
having encouraged  these a ssem b lages, in form ed the  P eers  

* Lords’ Journals, Jan . 31.1681.
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CHAP.
X.

1688,

L e tte r  o 
Jam es to 
th e  Con
te n t io n .

that ho was charged with a petition  requesting them  instantly  
to declare the P rince and P rincess o f  O range K ing and Q ueen . 
H e was asked  by whom  the petition  was sig n ed . “ T h ere are 
no hands to it y e t ,”  ho answ ered; “ b u t, w h e n l  bring it here  
n e x t , there shall bo hands en o u g h .” T h is m enace alarm ed  
and d isgu sted  his own party. T h e  leading W higs w ere, 
in truth , even  m ore anxious than tho T or ie s that the d elibera
tions o f  tho C onvention should  b e  perfectly  fr e e , and that it 
should  not b e  in the pow er o f  any adherent o f  Jam es to a llege  
that either H ouse had acted  under force. A  p etitio n , similar 
to that w hich had been  entrusted  to L o v e la c e , w as brought 
into tho H o u se  o f  Com m ons, but was contem ptuously rejected . 
M aynard w as forem ost in p rotesting against the attem pt o f  the  
rabble in the  streets to  overaw e the  E states o f  the  R ealm . 
W illiam  sent for L o v e la c e , exp ostu lated  w ith him stron gly , 
and ord ered  the m agistrates to act w ith  v igour against all 
unlaw ful assem blies. * N oth in g  in  the h istory o f  our revolution  
is m ore deserving o f  adm iration and o f  im itation than tho 
m anner in which the two parties in tho C onvention , at the  
very m om ent a t w hich their d isputes ran h ig h est, jo in ed  like  
one man to resist the dictation o f  th e  m ob o f  the capital.

B u t, though  the W higs w ere fu lly  determ ined  to maintain  
order and to respect the freedom  o f  debate, they  were equally  
determ ined to m ake no con cession . On Saturday the secon d  
o f  February the  C om m ons, w ithout a  d iv isio n , reso lved  to 
adhere to their  resolution  as it  originally stood . J a m es, as 
usual, cam e to  the  help o f  his enem ies. A  letter from  him to  
the C onvention had ju st arrived in L on d on . I t  had b een  
transm itted to P reston  by the apostate M elfo rt, w ho was now  
high in favour at Saint G erm ains. T h e  nam e o f  M elfort was 
an abom ination to  every Churchm an. T h a t ho was still a 
confidential m inister was alone sufficient to prove that his 
m aster’s fo lly  and perverseness w ere incurable. N o  m em ber  
o f  either H ou se  ventured  to propose that a paper which cam e

• C illers, Feb. ,V- 16S9; C larendon's D iary, Feb. 2. The story is 
greatly exaggerated in the work entitled Devolution Politics, an emi
nently absurd book, yet o t some ta lu e  as  a record of the foolish reports 
of the day. Grey's Debates.
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from sucli a qunrter should be read . T h e  con ten ts, how ever, cn*p. 
w ere w ell know n to all the tow n. I l is  M ajesty exh orted  the 16BB ■ 
Lords and Com mons n ot to despair o f  his c lem en cy , and  
graciously assured them  that he w ould pardon those w ho had  
betrayed h im , som e few ex cep ted , whom  he did n ot nam e.
H ow  was it p ossib le  to do any thing for a prince w h o , van
q u ish ed , d ese rte d , b an ish ed , living on alm s, to ld  those who  
w ere the arbiters o f  his fate th a t, i f  they w ould se t him on  his 
throne again, h e  w ould hang only a few  o f  them ?*

T h e  con test betw een  the two branches o f  the legislature Debater, 
lasted  som e days longer. On M onday the fourth o f  February  
the P eers reso lved  that they  w ould insist on their am end
m ents: b u t a protest to w hich thirty-nine names w ere sub
scribed  w as en tered  on the journals.** On the fo llow ing day ¡>ej°tiw- 
the T or ie s determ ined  to  try their strength in th e  L ow er  
H ou se. T h ey  m ustered  there in great force. A  m otion was 
m ade to agree to the am endm ents o f  the  L ords. T h o se  who  
w ere for the plan o f  Sancroft and those w ho w ere for the plan 
o f  D anby d iv id ed  togeth er; but they w ere beaten by two 
hundred and eighty-tw o vo tes to a hundred and fifty-one.
T h e  H ouse then resolved  to req u est a free  conference with the  
Lords.***

A t the sam e tim e strenuous efforts w ere m aking w ithout Letter or 
the walls o f  Parliam ent to bring the dispute betw een  the two cewof1'  
branches o f  the legislature to a c lose. B urnet thought that '*
the im portance o f  the crisis justified  him in publish ing the  J'

great secret w hich th e  P rincess had confided to him . H e  
k n ew , h e sa id , from her ow n lip s, that it had  lo n g  been  her

* T b e  le tte r of Jam es, dated j^ ° ' 1689, will be found in KenneL ,
It is most disingenuously garbled In Clarke's Life of Jam es. See 
C larendon’s Diary Feb. 2 ,1 .:  Grey’s D ebates; Lords’ Jo u rn a ls , Feb. 2,
4. t6SJ.

** It has been asserted by several w riters, an d , among o thers, by 
Ralph and by 51. M aiu rc , that Danby signed this protest. This is 
a m istake. Probably som e person who eiam ined the journals before, 
they were printed mistook Derby for Danby. L o rd s 'Jo u rn a ls , Feb. 4.
¡68;. F.velyn, a few days b efo re , wrote D erby, by m istake, for Danby.
Diary, Jan . 29. IS»;.

Commons’ Journa ls, Feb. 5 . 1GSJ.
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c h a p .  f u l l  determ ination , even i f  she cam e to the  throne in  th e  regu- 
168». course o f  d escen t, to surrender her p ow er, w ith the  

sanction  o f  P arliam ent, in to  th e  hands o f  her husband. 
D anby rece ived  from  her an earnest, and alm ost angry, repri
m and. S h e w as, she w ro te , the P rince’s w ife ; sh e  had  
no other wish than to b e su b ject to  h im ; the m ost cruel injury 
that cou ld  b e  done to her w ould b e  to se t her up as his 
com petitor; and she never could  regard any person w ho took  
such a course as her true friend .*  T h e  T or ie s had still one  

cenAnna hope. A n n e m ight insist on her own r igh ts, and on those  o f  
cr,'in'i’ho *ier children. N o  effort was spared to stim ulate her am bition, 
vhic and to alarm h er con sc ien ce . H er uncle C larendon was 
pUn' especia lly  active. A  few  w eeks only had elapsed since tho  

hope o f  w ealth and greatness had im pelled  him to b ely  the  
boastful professions o f  his w hole life , to desert tho royal 
cau se , to jo in  w ith the W ildm ans and F erg u so n s, n ay , to  
propose that the K in g  should  b e  sen t a prisoner to a foreign  
land and im m ured in a fortress begirt by pestilential m arshes. 
T h e  lure w hich had produced  this strange transform ation was 
the V iceroyalty  o f  Ireland. S oon , how ever, it appeared that 
the p roselyte had little  chance of obtain ing the  sp len d id  prize  
on w hich his heart was se t. H e  found that others w ere con
su lted  on  Irish affairs. H is advice w as n ever a sk e d , and, 
w hen obtrusively  and im portunately o ffered , was cold ly  
rece iv ed . H e  repaired m any tim es to Sain t J a m es’s P alace, 
but cou ld  scarcely  obtain  a w ord or a look . O ne day the  
P rince was w riting; another day he w anted  fresh air and m ust 
ride in the Park; on a third he was c lo seted  with officers on  
military business and could  see  n ob od y . C larendon saw that 
he was not lik ely  to gain  anything by the sacrifice o f  his 
prin cip les, and determ ined  to take them  back again. In 
D ecem b er am bition had con verted  him into a reb el. In  
January d isappointm ent recon verted  him  into a royalist. T h o  
uneasy con sc iousn ess that h e had not b een  a  con sistent T ory  
gave a peculiar acrim ony to his T oryism . ** In the  H ou se  o f

• Burnet, i. 819.
•* C larendon's Diary , Jan . I, 4, 8, 9, JO, 11, I I ,  13,14. 1C3|; B urnet, i. 

801.
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L ords h e  had  done all in his pow er to  prevent a settlem ent.
H e  now  ex er ted , for the sam e en d , all his in fluence over t h e —¡ ¿ 5— 
P rincess A nne. B u t h is influence over her was sm all indeed  
when com pared with that o f  th e  C hurchills, who w ise ly  called  
to their help  two pow erful allies, T illo tson , w ho, as a spiritual 
director, h a d , at that tim e , im m ense authority , and Lady  
R u sse ll, w hose n ob le and g en tle  v ir tu es , proved  by the m ost 
cruel o f  all trials, had ga ined  for her the  reputation o f  a saint.
T h e  P rin cess o f  D en m ark , it  was soon  k now n, w as w illing  
that W illiam  should  re ign  for l i f e ; and it w as ev ident that to 
defend  the cause o f  the  daughters o f  Jam es against them selves  
was a hop eless task . •

A n d  now  W illiam  thought that the tim e had com e w hen h e wiiiUm 
ought to explain  him self. H e  accordingly sen t for H alifax, Suii'ews, 
D anby, Shrew sbury, and som e other po litica l leaders o f  great 
n o te , an d , w ith that air o f  sto ical apathy under which he had, 
from  a  b o y , b een  in  the  hab it o f  concealing his strongest 
em otion s, addressed  to them  a few deep ly  m editated  and  
w eighty w ords.

l i e  had  h ith erto , h e  sa id , rem ained  silen t; h e  had used  
neither solicitation nor m en a ce: h e  had n ot even suffered a 
hint o f  his opinions or w ishes to g e t  abroad: but a crisis had  
now arrived at w hich it  was necessary for him  to declare his 
in tentions. H e  had  no right and no wish to d ictate to  the  
C onvention. A ll that he  claim ed w as the priv ilege o f  d eclin ing  
any office w hich  h e felt that h e  could  not h o ld  with honour to 
h im se lf and with benefit to  the public.

A  strong party w as for a R eg en cy . It was for the H ouses  
to determ ine w hether such an arrangem ent w ould be for the  
in terest o f  the nation . H e  had a decid ed  opinion on that 
poin t; and ho thought it right to say d istinctly  that he  w ould  
not b e  R eg en t.

A nother party w as for p lacing the P rincess on the throne, 
and for g iv ing to h im , during her life , the  title o f  K in g , and  
such a share in the adm inistration as she m ight b e  p leased  to 
allow  him . H e could  not stoop  to such a p ost. H e esteem ed

■ Clarendon*« Diary. Feb. 5. lfiSJ; Duchess of M arlborough’s Vindi
cation; M ulgrave’s Account of the Revolution.
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ctu r. th e  P rincess as much as it was possib le  for man to esteem  
- j j 55—  w om an : but not even  from  her w ould h e  a ccep t a subordinate  

and a precarious p lace in the govern m en t. H e  w as so m ade 
that he could  n ot subm it to be tied  to the  apron strings even  
o f  the b est  o f  w ives. H o did n o t desire to take any part in 
E nglish  affa irs; b u t, i f  h e  did con sent to  take a part, there  
was one part only which h e  could  usefu lly  or honourably take. 
I f  the E states offered him  th e  crown for l ife , h e  w ould  accept 
it. I f  n o t, he sh o u ld , w ithout rep in in g , return to his native  
country. H e  con clu d ed  hy saying that he thought it reasonable  
that the L ady A nno and her p osterity  should  b e  preferred  in 
the su ccession  to any ch ildren  w hom  h e m ight have by any 
other w ife than the L ad y M ary. *

T h e  m eetin g  broke up; and w hat the P rince  had said was 
in  a  few  hours know n all over L on d on . T h a t he m ust be K ing  
w as now  clear. T h e  on ly  question  w as w hether h e  should  
h old  th e  regal d ignity alone or conjointly  w ith the P rincess. 
H alifax  and a few other p o litic ian s, w ho saw in a strong  light 
the  danger o f  d iv id in g  the suprem e execu tive  authority, 
thought it desirable that, during W illiam ’s l ife ,  M ary should  
b e  on ly  Q ueen  C onsort and a subject. B u t this arrangem ent, 
though m uch m ight doubtless be said  for it  in  argum ent, 
sh ock ed  the general fee lin g  even o f  those E nglishm en who 
w ere m ost attached  to the P rince. H is w ife had g iven  an 
u n p recedented  p ro o f o f  conjugal subm ission and affection; 
and the very least return that could  b e  m ade to her w ould  bo 
to bestow  on her the d ign ity  o f  Q ueen R egn an t. W illiam  
H erb ert, one o f  the m ost zealous o f  the P r in ce’s adherents, 
was so m uch exasperated  that he sprang out o f  th e  bed  to 
w hich h e  was confined b y  g o u t, and vehem ently  declared  that 
he n ever w ould have drawn a sw ord in H is H igh n ess's cause  
i f  he had  foreseen  that so  sham eful an arrangem ent w ould  
b e  m ade. N o  person took  the m atter up so eagerly  as B urnet.

• B urne t, i. 820. Burnet says tbat he has not related the events of 
this stirring time in chronological order. I have therefore been iorced 
to arrange them by guess: but 1 think that I can scarcely be wrong in 
supposing that the le tter of the Princess of Orange to Danby arrived, 
and that the Prince's csplanation of his views was given, between 
Thursday the J ts t of January , and Wednesday the 6th of February.
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H is b lood  b oiled  at the w rong done to h is k ind patroness, chap. 
H e expostu lated  veh em en tly  with B entinck , and b eg g ed  to be 1888_ 
perm itted to  resign  th e  chaplainship. “ W hile I am H is 
H igh n ess’s serv a n t,”  said the brave and honest d iv in e , “ it 
would b e  unseem ly in  m e to  oppose any plan w hich may have 
his countenance. I therefore desire to be se t free , that I may 
fight th e  P rincess’s battle  w ith every faculty that G od has 
given  m e .”  B entinck  prevailed  on B urnet to defer an open  
declaration o f  h ostilities till W illiam ’s resolution  should be  
distinctly know n. In  a few  hours the schem e w hich had  
excited  so m uch resentm ent was entirely g iven  u p ; and all 
those w ho con sid ered  Jam es as no longer K ing w ere agreed  as 
to the w ay in w hich th e  throne m ust be filled . W illiam  and  
M ary m ust b e  K in g  and Q ueen . T h e  heads o f  both  m ust 
appear togeth er  on the coin : writs m ust run in the nam es o f  
both: both  m ust en joy all th e  personal d ignities and immu
nities o f  royalty: bu t th e  adm inistration, which c o u ld n o tb e  
safely d iv id ed , m ust b e lo n g  to W illiam  a lon e.*

A nd now  th e  tim e arrived for the free conference b etw een  
the H ou ses. T h e  m anagers for th e  L ord s, in their robes, 
took  their seats a long one sid e  o f  the table in the P ain ted  n w u .  
Cham ber: but the crow d o f  m em bers o f  the H ou se o f  Com
m ons on  th e  o ther sid e  w as so great that the gen tlem en  w ho  
w ere to  argue the  q uestion  in vain tried  to  g e t  through. It 
was n o t w ithout m uch d ifficulty and lon g  delay that the Ser
jean t at Arm s w as ab le to  clear a p a ssa g e ."

A t len gth  th e  discussion b egan . A  full report o f  the 
sp eech es on  both sid es has com e down to  us. T h er e  are few  
students o f  h istory w ho have not taken up that report w ith  
eager curiosity and laid  it down w ith disappointm ent. T h e  
question  betw een  th e  H ouses was argued on both sides as a 
question  o f  law . T h e  objections w hich the L ords m ade to 
the resolution  o f  the Com m ons were verbal and  tech n ica l, and  
w ere m et by verbal and techn ical answ ers. Som ers vindi-

* M ulgrave’s Account of the Revolution. In the first three editions,
I told this story incorrectly. The fault was chiefly my ow n, bu t partly 
Burnet’s ,  by whose careless use of the pronoun , Ac, 1 was misled. 
Burnet, i. StS.

"  Commons’ Journals, Feb. 6. 1685.
Macaulay, History, III. 28
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c h a p .  cated  the use o f  the word abdication by quotations from Gro- 
1688. tius and B risson iu s, Sp igelius and B artolus. W hen he was 

challenged  to show  any authority for the proposition that 
E ngland  could  b e  w ithout a so v e re ig n , h e  produced  the  P ar
liam ent roll o f  th e  year 1399 , in w hich it was exp ressly  set 
forth  that the k in g ly  office was vacant during th e  interval b e 
tw een  the resignation  o f  R ichard the S eco n d  and the  enthron
in g  o f  H enry the F ourth . T h e  L ords rep lied  by producing  
the Parliam ent roll o f  the first year o f  Edward the  Fourth, 
from  which it appeared  that the  record  o f  1399 had b een  so 
lem nly annulled . T h e y  therefore m aintained that the  pre
ced en t on w hich Som ers relied  was no longer valid . T reb y  
then cam e to Som ers’s assistan ce , and brought forth the P ar
liam ent roll o f  the  first year o f  H enry the  S ev en th , w hich re
p ea led  the  act o f  E dw ard the F ou rth , and consequently  
restored  the valid ity o f  the record  o f  1399. A fter  a colloquy  
o f  several hours the disputants separated. * T h e  L ords as
sem b led  in their own house. It was w ell understood  that they  
w ere about to y ie ld , and that the con feren ce had b een  a m ere 
form . T h e  friends o f  M ary had found that, by setting her up 
as her husband’s r iva l, they had d eep ly  d isp leased  her. Som e  
o f  the  P eers  w ho had form erly v o ted  for a R eg en cy  had deter
m ined to absent them selves or to  support the resolution  o f  the  
L ow er H ou se . T h eir  opinion, they said, was u nchanged: but 
any governm ent w as better  than no g overn m en t, and the  
country could not bear a prolongation  o f  this agony o f  sus
p en se . E ven  N ottingham , w h o , in the P ain ted  C ham ber, had 
taken the lead  against the C om m ons, d eclared  that, though  his 
own con scien ce w ould n ot suffer him to g ive w a y , he was glad  
that the  con sc ien ces o f  other m en w ere less squeam ish. S e 
veral L ords w ho had n ot y et v o ted  in the C onvention  had b een  
induced  to a ttend; L ord  L ex in gton , w ho had ju st hurried over  
from  the C ontinent; the Earl o f  L in co ln , w ho was h a lf  m ad; 
the Earl o f  C arlisle , w ho lim ped in  on crutches; and  the  
B ishop o f  D urham , who had b een  in h id ing  and had in tend ed  
to fly b eyon d  se a , but had  rece ived  an intim ation th a t, i f  he

’ See the L o rd s’ and  C om m ons’ Journals of F eb . 6. 1CS|, a n d  the  
R ep o rt of th e  C onference.
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■would vo te  for th e  settling  o f  the govern m en t, his conduct in ceAP' 
the E cclesiastia l Com m ission should  not be rem em bered  IWi 
against h im . D a n b y , desirous to  h eal th e  schism  w hich he  
had cau sed , exh orted  the H o u se , in a speech  d istinguished  
b y  even  m ore than his usual ab ility , n ot to persevere in  a  con 
test which m ight b e  fatal to the  sta te . H e was strenuously  
supported by H alifax . T h e  spirit o f  th e  opposite party was ™ 'j’ord’ 
q u elled . W hen the question  was put w hether K ing Jam es  
had abdicated  the govern m en t, on ly  three lords said N o t  
Content. On the question  w hether the throne was vacant, a 
division was dem anded . T h e  C ontents w ere six ty-tw o; the  
N o t C ontents forty-seven . I t  w as im m ediately proposed  and  
carried , w ithout a d iv ision , that the  P rince  and P rincess o f  
O range should  b e  d eclared  K in g  and Q ueen  o f  E n glan d .*

N ottingham  then m oved  that the w ording o f  the oaths o f  
allegiance and suprem acy should  b e  a ltered  in such a w ay that 
they m ight b e  conscien tiously  taken b y  persons w h o , lik e  him 
se lf, d isapproved o f  what th e  C onvention had d o n e , and y e t  
fully  purposed  to b e  loyal and  dutiful subjects o f  the new  
sovereign s. T o  this proposition  no objection  was m ade.
In d eed  there can b e  little  doubt that there was an under
standing on the subject b etw een  the W hig leaders and those  
T ory  L ords w hose vo tes had turned the scale on the last 
division. T h e  new  oaths w ere sent down to the Commons, 
to g eth er  w ith the resolution  that the  P rince and P rincess  
should be declared  K in g  and Queen.**

It  w as now  know n to  whom  the crown w ould  b e  g iven . Re» i«w» 
On what conditions it shou ld  b e  g iv e n , still rem ained  to b e  Fdr̂ h”  
d ecid ed . T h e  Com mons had appointed a com m ittee to con - ” ul,eriy 
sider what steps it m ight b e  advisable to ta k e , in  order to  
secure law and liberty  against the  aggressions o f  future so 
vereigns; and th e  com m ittee had m ade a report.*** T h is  
report recom m en d ed , first, that those  great principles o f  the

• L o rd s 'Jo u rn a ls , Feb. 6. 16SJ; Clarendon's D iary; B urne t, I. 822. 
and D artm outh's no te ; C itters , Feb. 1 have followed Clarendon as 
to the num bers. Some writers m ake the m ajority sm aller and some 
larger.

** L o rd s ' J o u rn a ls , Feb. 6, T. 163J; C la rendon’s D iary.
C om m ons’ J o u rn a ls , J a n . 29. F eb . 2. ICS},

2 S *
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c h a p .  constitution  w hich had  b een  vio la ted  by the dethroned K ing  
'Tosa.— should b e  so lem nly asserted , an d , seco n d ly , that m any new  

laws should  be en a cted , for the purpose o f  curbing the p re
rogative and purifying the  adm inistration o f  ju stic e . M ost o f  
the su ggestion s o f  the  com m itteo w ere ex ce llen t;  b u t it was 
utterly im possib le that the H ou ses co u ld , in  a m onth , or even  
in a ye a r , deal properly  w ith m atters so num erous, so various, 
and so im portant. I t  was p rop o sed , am ong other th in gs, that 
the  m ilitia shou ld  b e  rem o d elled , that the pow er w hich the 
sovereign  p ossessed  o f  proroguing and d isso lv in g  Parliam ents 
shou ld  b e  restr icted ; that the duration o f  Parliam ents should  
b e lim ited ; that the  royal pardon shou ld  no lon ger  b e p lead
ab le to a  parliam entary im peachm ent; that to leration  should  
be granted  to P rotestant D issenters ; that the  crim e o f  high  
treason should  b e  m ore precisely  defined; that trials for high  
treason  shou ld  b e  con d u cted  in a m anner m ore favourable to 
inn ocen ce; that the J u d g es should  hold  their p laces for life ;  
that the  m ode o f  appointing Sheriffs shou ld  b e  a ltered; that 
jur ies shou ld  b e  nom inated in such a w ay as m ight exclu d e  
partiality and  corruption ; that the practice o f  filing criminal 
in form ations in  the K in g’s B en ch  shou ld  b e ab olish ed ; that 
the Court o f  C hancery should  be reform ed; that tho fees o f  
p ublic functionaries should be regu lated ; and that th e  law  o f  
Q uo W arranto should  b e  am ended. It w as ev id en t that 
cautious and d eliberate leg isla tion  on these  su b jects m ust b e  
th e  work o f  m ore than one laborious session; and it was 
equally  ev ident that hasty and crude leg isla tion  on subjects 
so  grave cou ld  n ot b u t produce new  g r ievan ces , w orse than  
those  w hich it m ight rem ove. I f  the com m ittee m eant to givo 
a list o f  the reform s w hich ou gh t to b e  accom plished  before  
the throne was filled , the list  w as absurdly lon g . I f ,  on the  
other h an d , th e  com m ittee m eant to g ive a list o f  all the  re
form s w hich the  legislature w ould  do w ell to  m ake in proper 
sea so n , the list was strangely im perfect. In d e e d , as soon  as 
the report had been  re a d , m em ber after m em ber rose to 
su ggest som e addition . It w as m oved  and carried that the  
se llin g  o f  offices shou ld  be prohib ited , that the H abeas Corpus 
A ct should  bo m ade m ore effic ien t, and  that the law  o f  M an
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damus should  b e  rev ised . O ne gentlem an fell on the  chim- chap. 
neym en, another on the  excisem en; and the H ouse reso lved  — 
that the m alpractices o f  both chim neym en nnd excisem en  
should  b e restrained . I t  is a m ost rem arkable circum 
stance th a t, w hile th e  w hole politica l, m ilitary, judicial, 
and fiscal system  o f  the kingdom  was thus passed  in review , 
n o ta  sing le representative o f  the p eop le  proposed  the  repeal 
o f  the statute w hich subjected  the  press to  a censorship . It 
was n ot y e t  u n d erstood , even  by th e  m ost en ligh ten ed  m en, 
that the  liberty  o f  d iscussion  is the  ch ie f  safeguard o f  all 
other lib erties.*

T h e  H ou se  was greatly p erp lexed . Som e orators vehe- Disputes 
m ently said  that too  m uch tim e had already been  lo s t , and promilc. 
that the  governm ent ought to b e  se ttled  w ithout the delay o f  a 
day. S o c ie ty  was u n quiet: trade w as languish ing: th e  E n g
lish  colony in Ireland w as in im m inent danger o f  perishing: a 
foreign  w ar w as im pending: th e  ex iled  K ing m ight, in a few  
w eek s , be at D ublin  with a F rench  arm y, and from  D ublin  h e  
m ight soon  cross to C hester. W as it  not in san ity , at such a 
crisis, to leave  th e  throne unfilled , an d , while the very ex 
istence o f  Parliam ents was in jeopardy', to w aste tim e in d e
bating w hether Parliam ents should  b e  prorogued by the  so 
vereign  or b y  them selves?  On th e  other sid e  it was asked  
w hether the C onvention  cou ld  think that it had fulfilled its 
m ission  by m erely  pu lling  dow n one prince and putting up 
another. Surely  now  or never  w as the tim e to secure public  
liberty  b y  such  fen ces as m ight effectually  prevent the en
croachm ents o f  prerogative.** T h ere  was doubtless great 
w eigh t in w hat was urged  on both  sid es. T h e  able chiefs o f  
the W hig party, am ong w hom  Som ers was fast rising to ascen 
d en cy , proposed  a m iddle course. T h e  H ouse h ad , they  
sa id , two objects in v iew , which ought to  be kept d istinct.
O ne ob ject was to secure the o ld  polity  o f  the  realm  against 
illegal attacks: th e  other was to im prove that polity  by legal 
reform s. T h e  form er ob ject m ight b e  attained b y  solem nly  
putting on  reco r d , in  the resolution  w hich called  the new

• Commons' Journals, Feb. 2. t68J.
** Grey's Debales; Burnet, i. S2Ł
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ciup. sovereign s to the throne , the claim o f  the  E nglish  nation to  its  
ancient fran ch ises, so that the  K ing m ight hold  his crown, 
and the p eop le  their p r iv ileg es, b y  one and the sam e title  
d eed . T h e  latter o b ject w ould require a w hole volum e o f  
elaborate statutes. T h e  form er o b ject m ight b e attained  in a 
day; the la tter , scarcely  in five years. A s to the form er ob
j e c t ,  a ll parties w ere a greed : as to th e  la tter, there w ere in
num erable varieties o f  opinion. N o  m em ber o f  either H ou se  
w ould  hesita te for a m om ent to  v o te  that the K in g  could  not 
levy  taxes w ithout the consent o f  P arliam ent: but it w ould  b e  
hardly p ossib le  to frame any new  law o f  procedure in cases o f  
high treason w hich w ould n ot g ive rise to  lo n g  d eb a te , and b e  
condem ned by som e persons as unjust to th e  prisoner, and by  
others as unjust to the  crow n. T h e  business o f  an extraordi
nary convention o f  the E states o f  the R ealm  was not to  do the  
ordinary work o f  P arliam en ts, to  regu late th e  fees o f  m asters 
in C hancery, and to provide against the exactions o f  gaugers, 
but to put right the great m achine o f  governm ent. W ie n  this 
had b een  d o n e , it w ould b e  tim e to inquire w hat im provem ent 
our institutions n eed ed : nor w ould  anything b e  risked  by  
delay; for no sovereign  w ho reigned  m erely by th e  choice o f  
the nation cou ld  lo n g  refuse h is assent to any im provem ent 
w hich the n ation , speak ing through its rep resen ta tives, de
m anded.

On these grounds the Commons w isely d eterm ined  to p ost
pone a ll reform s till the ancient constitution o f  the kingdom  
should  have b een  restored  in  all its parts, and forthwith to fill 
th e  throne w ithout im posing on W illiam  and M ary any other  
obligation  than that o f  govern ing accord ing to the existing  
laws o f  E ngland. In  order that the  questions which had been  
in d ispute betw een  the Stuarts and the nation m ight never  
again b e  stirred , it was determ ined  that the instrum ent by  
which the P rince  and P rincess o f O range w ere called  to the 
throne , and by which the  order o f  succession  was se ttled , 
should se t  forth , in  the m ost d istinct and solem n m anner, the  

clan Con fundam ental principles o f  th e  constitution . T h is  instrum ent, 
ot Hijhi. known by the nam e o f  the D eclaration  o f  R ig h t, was prepared  

by a  com m ittee, o f  w hich Som ers was chairman. T h e  fact
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that th e  low  born you n g barrister was appointed to so honour- CfIj  
ab le aud im portant a p ost in a  Parliam ent filled  with able and -  ^ s’3j 
exp erien ced  m en , on ly  ten  days after ho had spoken in the 
H o u se o f  Com mons for the  first t im e , sufficiently proves the 
superiority o f  his ab ilities. In  a few  hours the  D eclaration  
was fram ed and approved  by the C om m ons. T h e  L ords as
sented  to it w ith  som e am endm ents o f  no great im portance.*

T h e  D eclaration  began by recapitulating the crim es and 
errors w hich  had m ade a revolution  necessary. Jam es had  
invaded  the  province o f  th e  legislature; had  treated  m odest 
p etition in g  as a crim e; had oppressed  the Church by m eans 
o f  an illega l tribunal ; h a d , w ithout the consent o f  Parliam ent, 
lev ied  taxes and m aintained a  stand ing army in tim e o f  peace; 
had v io lated  the  freedom  o f  election , and perverted  the course  
o f  ju stice . P ro ceed in gs w hich cou ld  law fully b e  questioned  
only in  P arliam ent had been  m ade the  subjects o f  prosecution  
in the K in g’s B en ch . Partial and corrupt juries had b een  re
turned : excessiv e  bail had b een  requ ired  from prisoners : e x 
cessive  fines had b een  im posed: barbarous and unusual 
punishm ents had  b een  inflicted  : th e  estates o f  accused  per
sons had been  granted  away before conviction. H e , b y  w hose  
authority th ese  things had been  d o n e , had abdicated  the  
governm ent. T h e  P rince o f  O ra n g e , whom  G od had m ade  
the  g lorious instrum ent o f  delivering the nation from  super
stition  and tyran ny, had invited  the  E states o f  the R ealm  to  
m eet and to take counsel to geth er  for the  securing o f  relig ion , 
o f  la w , and o f  freedom . T h e  Lords and C om m ons, having  
d elib erated , had reso lved  that they w ould first, after the ex 
am ple o f  their  a n cestors, assert the ancien t rights and liberties 
o f  E nglan d . T h erefore  it  was declared  that the d ispensing  
p ow er, la te ly  assum ed and ex erc ised , bad no legal ex isten ce;  
that, w ithout grant o f  P arliam ent, no m oney could  b e  e x 
acted  b y  the sovereign  from  the su bject; th a t, w ithout con 
sent o f  P arliam ent, no standing army could  be k ep t up in 
tim e o f  peace . T h e  right o f  subjects to  p etitio n , th e  right o f  
electors to ch oose  representatives free ly , the right o fP a r lia -

■ Commons’ Jo u rn a ls , Feb. 4, 8, i t ,  12.; Lords’ Jo u rn a ls , Feb. 9 ,11,
1Ï. 16SJ.
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chap. m ents to  freedom  o f d eb ate , the  rig h t o f  the  nation  to a  pure
• 169a. ~ and  m erciful adm inistration o f  ju stice  accord ing to  the Bpirit 

o f  its own m ild la w s, w ere solem nly affirm ed. A ll these  things 
th e  C onvention c la im ed , in the nam e o f  the w hole n a tio n , as 
the undoubted  inheritance o f  E nglishm en . H aving  thus v in 
d icated  the princip les o f  the con stitu tion , the L ords and Com
m on s, in th e  entire confidence that th e  deliverer w ould  hold  
sacred  th e  laws and lib erties which lie  had sa v e d , resolved  
that W illiam  and M ary, P rince  and P rincess o f  O range, should  
b e d eclared  K ing and Q ueen  o f  E ngland  for their jo in t and  
separate liv e s , and  that, during their jo in t liv es, the  ad
m inistration o f  the governm ent should be in the P rince  a lone. 
A fter  them  th e crow n w as se ttled  on the p osterity  o f  M ary, 
then  on A n n e and her p o ster ity , and then  on the p osterity  o f  
W illiam .

Arrival of B y  this tim e the wind had ceased  to b low  from  the w est.
iijrj. T h e  ship in w hich the  P rincess o f  O range had em barked lay  

o ff M argate on th e  e leven th  o f  F eb ru ary , a n d , on the fo llow 
in g  m orning, anchored  at G reenw ich .* S h e  was received  
w ith  m any signs o f  jo y  and affection : but her dem eanour  
shocked  the T o r ie s , and was n o t thou gh t fau ltless even  by  
the  W higs. A  you n g w om an, p la c e d , by a destiny  as m ourn
ful and awful as that w hich brood ed  over the fabled  h ou ses o f 
L abdacus and P e lo p s , in such a situation that she cou ld  not, 
w ithout v io la tin g  her duty to h er G o d , her husband, and her  
cou n try , refuse to take her seat on the  throne from w hich her 
father had ju st  been  h u r led , should have b een  sa d , o r a t le a s t  
serious. M ary was n ot m erely in h ig h , b u t in extravagant, 
spirits. S h e en tered  W h itehall, it was a sserted , w ith a girlish  
d eligh t a t b ein g  m istress o f  so fine a h o u se , ran about the  
room s, p eep ed  into th e  c lo s e ts , and exam ined the qu ilt o f  the  
state b e d , w ithout seem in g  to rem em ber by whom  those m ag
nificent apartm ents had last b een  occu p ied . B u rn et, who 
h a d , till th e n , thought her an angel in human form , could  
n o t, on this occasion , refrain from  blam ing her. H e  w as the  
m ore aston ished  b eca u se , w hen h e took  lea v e  o f  her at the  
H a g u e , sh e  h a d , though  fu lly  con vin ced  that she was in  the  

• London G arelte, Feb. 14.1683; Cillers, Feb. f i .
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path o f  d u ty , b een  deep ly  d ejected . T o  h im , as to h e r s p i-  c h a p . 

ritual g u id e , she afterw ards exp lained  her conduct. W illiam  —¡¿ 5 7 - 
h ad  w ritten to inform  her that som e o f  those w ho had tried  to  
separate h er  in terest from liis still continued their m achi
nations : they  gave it  out that sh e  thought h erse lf  w ronged;  
a n d , i f  sh e  w ore a  g loom y cou n tenan ce , the report w ould be  
confirm ed. H o therefore intreated  her to m ake her first ap
pearance with an air o f  cheerfu lness. H er h eart, she said, 
was far indeed  from  ch eerfu l; but sh e  had  done her b est; and, 
as she was afraid o f  n ot sustaining w ell a part w hich was un
congen ial to h er fe e lin g s , she had overacted  it. H er deport
m en t was the subject o f  ream s of-scurrility in prose and verse: 
it  low ered  h er  in th e  opinion o f  som e w hose esteem  she  
v a lu ed ; nor did the  w orld k n ow , till she was beyond the reach  
o f  praise and cen su re, that the conduct w hich had  brought on  
her the reproach o f  lev ity  and insensibility  was really  a signal 
in stance o f  that p erfect d isin terested n ess and se lf-d evotion  o f  
w hich man seem s to b e  in cap ab le, but which is som etim es  
found in wom an.*

On the  m orning o f  W ed n esd ay , th e  thirteenth o f  February, J'Jder_ 
the  court o f  W hitehall and all th e  neighbouring streets w ere «punce 
filled  w ith gazers. T h e  m agnificent B anqueting H o u se , t h e ’J0‘̂ “_ 
m asterpiece o f  In ig o , em b ellish ed  by m asterpieces o fR u b e n s , 
bad  been  prepared  for a great cerem ony. T h e  w alls w ere  
lin ed  b y  the  yeom en  o f  the guard. N ea r  the  northern door, 
on the right h an d , a large num ber o f  P eers had assem bled.
On the  le ft  w ere the C om m ons w ith their S p eak er, attended  
b y the m ace. T h e  southern door op en ed : and th e  P rince and  
P rin cess o f  O range, sid e  b y  s id e , en tered , and took  their  
place  under the  canopy o f  state.

B oth  H ou ses approached bow ing low . W illiam  and M ary  
advanced a few  step s. H alifax  on th e  r ig h t, a n d P o w le o n  
the  le f t ,  sto o d  forth ; and H alifax  spoke. T h e  C onvention, 
h e  sa id , had agreed  to  a resolution  which h e  prayed  T h eir  
H igh n esses to  hear. T h e y  signified their  assent; and the  
clerk  o f  the  H ou se  o f  L ords r e a d , in  a  loud v o ic e , th e D e -

■ Duchess of M arlborough's V indication; Review of the Vindication;
B urne t, i. 181. 82S, and Dartm outh’s no te ; Evelyn's D iary , Feb . 21 168}.
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c h a p .  claration o f  R igh t. W hen  h e had co n c lu d ed , H a lifa x , in the  
1 j6S3_ nam e o f  all t lie  E sta tes o f  the R ea lm , req u ested  the  P rince  

and P rin cess to a ccep t the crow n.
W illiam , in  his own nam e and in that o f  his w ife , answ ered  

that th e  crown w as, in their estim ation , the m ore valuab le  
becau se it  was presen ted  to them  as a  token  o f  the confidence  
o f  the nation . “ W e thankfully  a c c e p t ,”  h e  sa id , “ w hat you  
have offered u s .” T h e n , for h im self, h e  assured  them  that 
the  laws o f  E n g la n d , w hich  h e bad on ce already vind icated , 
shou ld  b e  the  rules o f  his con d u ct, that it  should  be his study  
to  prom ote th e  w elfare o f  the k in gd om , and th a t, as to  the  
m eans o f  d o in g  s o ,  h e  sh ou ld  constantly  recur to the  advice  
o f  the H o u se s , and shou ld  b e  d isposed  to trust their ju d gm en t  
rather than his ow n .*  T h e se  w ords w ere rece iv e d  w ith a 
shout o f  jo y  w hich w as heard  in  the streets b e lo w , and was in
stantly answ ered  b y  huzzas from  m any thousands o f  vo ices. 
T h e  L ords and Com m ons then reveren tly  retired  from  the  
B anqueting H ou se  and w en t in  procession  to  th e  great gate o f  
W hitehall, w here the heralds and pursuivants w ere w aiting in 

anj'sutj the ir  g orgeou s tabards. A ll the  space as far as Charing Cross 
pro- w as on e sea o f  heads. T h e  k ettle  drums struck up; the  
claimed. trump ets p ea]e(j .  an(j  G arter K in g  at arm s, in  a lou d  vo ice , 

proclaim ed the  P rince  and P rin cess o f  O range K in g  and 
Q ueen o f  E n g la n d , charged  all E nglishm en  to  p a y , from  that 
m om en t, faith and true a lleg ian ce to th e  new  sovereign s, and 
b esou gh t G o d , w ho had already w rought so signal a d e 
liveran ce for our Church and n ation , to b less W illiam  and 
M ary w ith a lo n g  and happy reign.**  

charicicr T h u s was consum m ated the E n glish  R evo lu tio n . W hen
ofih* w e com pare it w ith those  revolu tions w hich  h a v e , during the
E nglish  , .  1 ,  .
nnroiu- last six ty  y ears , overthrow n so m any ancient governm ents, 
ti0° ’ w e cannot but b e struck by its peculiar character. W hy that

■ Lords' and Commons’ Jo u rn a ls , Feb. 14. 1S8J; C illers, Feb. J}.
Citlers puls into W illiam’s m outh stronger expressions of respect for
tbe authority of Parliam ent than appear in the jo u rn a ls ; b u t it is clear 
from what Powle said that the report in the journals  was not strictly  
accurate.

'* London G azette, Feb. 14. 16SJ; Lords’ and Commons’ Jou rna ls, 
Feb. 13.; Cillers, Feb. I f . ; Evelyn, Feb. 21.
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character was so peculiar is sufficiently obvious, an d  y e t chap. 
seems n o t to have been always understood  either by eulogists 
or by  censors.

T h e  continental revolutions o f  the eighteenth  and n in e
teenth centuries took  place in  countries where all trace o f  the  
lim ited  m onarchy o f  the  m iddle ages had lon g  b een  effaced .
T h e  right o f  the  prince to m ake laws and to levy  m oney had, 
during m any gen era tio n s, been  undisputed . H is throne was 
guarded  by a grea t regular arm y. H is adm inistration could  
n o t, w ithout extrem e p er il, b e  blam ed even  in the m ildest  
term s. H is subjects held  their  personal liberty  by no other  
tenure than his p leasure. N o t  a sing le  institution was le ft  
which h a d , w ithin  the m em ory o f  the  o ldest m an, afforded  
efficient protection  to  the  subject against the utm ost excess  
o f  tyranny. T h o se  great councils w hich had once curbed the  
regal pow er had  sunk into ob liv ion . T h eir  com position  and  
their priv ileges w ere know n on ly  to antiquaries. W e cannot 
w on d er, therefore , th a t, w hen m en w ho had b een  thus ruled  
su cceed ed  in w resting suprem e pow er from  a governm ent 
w hich they  had  lo n g  in  secret h a te d , they should have been  
im patient to dem olish  and unable to construct, that they  
should have b een  fascinated  b y  every  specious n o v e lty , that 
they  should  have proscribed  every title, cerem ony, and phrase 
associated  w ith the o ld  system , and that, turning away with 
disgust from  their own national precedents and traditions, 
they  should  have sought for principles o f  governm ent in the  
w ritings o f  theo r ists , or a p ed , with ignorant and ungraceful 
affectation , the patriots o f  A th en s and R om e. A s little can 
w e w onder that the  v io len t action  o f  the revolutionary spirit 
should have b een  fo llow ed  b y  reaction  equally v io len t, and  
that confusion  should sp eed ily  have en gen d ered  despotism  
Bterner than that from  w hich it had sprung.

H ad  w e been  in the  sam e situation; had Strafford suc
ceed ed  in his favourite schem e o f  T h orou gh ; had h e  form ed  
an army as num erous and as w ell d iscip lined  as that which, 
a few  years la ter , w as form ed by C rom well; had a  series 
o f  jud ic ia l d ecis io n s , sim ilar to that which was pronounced  
by the  E xchequ er Cham ber in the  case o f  sh ip -m on ey , trans-
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ferred  to the crow n the  r igh t o f  tax ing  the p eop le; had the  
•~i68g~ ' S tar Cham ber and th e  H igh  Com m ission continued  to fine, 

m utilate, and im prison every m an who dared to raise his vo ice  
against the govern m en t; h ad  the  press been  as com pletely  
enslaved  here as at V ienna  or at N ap les; had our K ings gra
dually drawn to them selves the w hole leg isla tive pow er; had  
six  generations o f  E nglishm en passed  away w ithout a  single  
session  o f  Parliam ent; and had w e then at length  risen  up in  
som e m om ent o f  w ild  excitem en t against our m asters, what 
an outbreak w ould that have b een  I W ith  w hat a crash, heard  
and fe lt  to the farthest ends o f  the w orld , w ould the wholo  
vast fabric o f  soc iety  have fa llen! H ow  m any thousands o f  
e x ile s , on ce  the m ost prosperous and the m ost refined m em 
bers o f  this great com m u n ity , w ould  have b eg g ed  their bread  
in  continental c it ie s , or have sh eltered  their heads under huts 
o f  bark in the  uncleared  forests o f  A m erica! H ow  often  
should  w e h ave seen  the  p avem ent o f  L on d on  p iled  up in  
barricades, the  houses d in ted  with b u lle ts , the  gutters  
foam ing w ith  b lo o d ! H ow  m any tim es should  w e have rushed  
w ild ly from  extrem e to ex trem e, sou gh t refu ge from  anarchy  
in  d esp otism , and b een  again  driven by despotism  into  
anarchy I H ow  m any years o f  b lood  and confusion w ould it 
have cost us to  learn the very rudim ents o f  po litica l s c ie n c e ! 
H ow  m any childish  theories w ould have duped  us! H ow  
m any rude and ill p o ised  constitutions should  w e have set up, 
on ly  to se e  them  tum ble d o w n ! H appy w ould  it have been  
for us i f  a sharp d iscipline o f  h a lf  a century had  sufficed to  
educate us into a capacity o f  en joy ing  true freedom .

T h e s e  calam ities our R evolu tion  averted . I t  was a revolu
tion strictly d e fen siv e , and had prescription and  legitim acy  
on its sid e . H e r e , and here o n ly , a lim ited  m onarchy o f  the  
thirteenth century had com e dow n unim paired to the  seven 
teenth  century. Our parliam entary institutions were in full 
v igou r. T h e  main principles o f  our governm ent w ere exce l
len t. T h e y  w ere n o t , in d eed , form ally and exactly  se t forth  
in  a  s in g le  w ritten  instrum ent; but they w ere to  b e  found  
scattered  over our an cien t and n ob le  sta tu tes; a n d , what 
was o f  far greater m om en t, they  had  b een  engraven on  the
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hearts o f  E nglishm en during four hundred years. T hat, c h a p . 

•without the  con sent o f  the representatives o f  the  n a tion , no 16g'3_ 
leg isla tive act cou ld  b e  p assed , no tax im posed , no regular  
sold iery  k ep t u p , that no man could  b e  im prisoned , even for 
a d ay , by the  arbitrary w ill o f  the sovere ig n , that no too l o f  
pow er cou ld  plead  the  royal com mand as a  justification for  
v iolating any right o f  the  hum blest su b ject, w ere h eld , b oth  
by W higs and T o r ie s , to be fundam ental laws o f  the realm.
A  realm  o f  which th ese  w ere the fundam ental laws stood  in no  
n eed  o f  a new  constitution .

B u t, though a  new  constitution w as n ot n e e d e d , it was 
plain that changes w ere requ ired . T h e  m isgovernm ent o f  the  
S tu arts , and  th e  troubles w hich that m isgovernm ent had pro
d u ced , sufficiently p roved  that there w as som ew here a defect, 
in our p o lity ; and that d efect it was the  duty o f  the  C onven
tion to d iscover and to supply.

S om e questions o f  great m om ent w ere still open to dispute.
Our constitution  had begun  to  ex ist in tim es w hen statesm en  
w ere n ot m uch accustom ed  to frame exact definitions. A n o 
m a lie s, th erefo re , in con sisten t w ith its principles and dan
gerou s to its very  e x is te n c e , had sprung up alm ost im per
cep tib ly , a n d , not h av in g , during m any years , caused any 
serious in co n v en ien ce , had gradually acquired  the force o f  
prescription . T h e  rem edy for these  evils w as to assert the  
rights o f  the p eop le  in  such language as should term inate all 
controversy , and to d eclare that no preced en t cou ld  justify  
any v io lation  o f  those  rights.

W hen this had b een  done it w ould  be im possible for our 
rulers to m isunderstand the law : b u t, un less som eth ing m ore  
w ere d o n e , it w as by no m eans im probable that they  m ight 
vio late it. U nhappily  the Church had lon g  taught th e  nation  
that hereditary m onarchy, alone am ong our institu tions, was 
d ivine and inviolab le; that the right o f  the  H ou se  o f  Com
m ons to a share in  the  leg islative pow er was a right m erely  
hum an, bu t that the right o f  the K ing to the  ob ed ien ce  o f  his 
p eop le  w as from  above ; that the G reat Charter was a statute  
which m ight b e  repealed  by those w ho had m ade i t ,  but that 
the rule w hich called  the  princes o f  the b lood  royal to the
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chap. throne in order o f  succession  was o f  celestia l or ig in , and that 
16̂ -  any A ct o f  Parliam ent in con sisten t with that rule was a  nu llity . 

I t  is ev id en t th a t, in a soc iety  in w hich such superstitions p re
v a il, constitutional freedom  m ust ever be insecure. A  pow er  
w hich is regarded  m erely as the ordinance o f  man cannot be  
an efficient check  on  a pow er w hich is regarded  as the ordi
nance o f  G od . It is vain to h op e that la w s , h ow ever excellen t, 
will perm anently restrain a K in g  w h o , in  his own opinion, 
and in that o f  a great part o f  his p e o p le , has an authority  
infin itely h igher in k ind than the authority w hich b elon gs to  
those  law s. T o  deprive royalty  o f  these  m ysterious attributes, 
and to estab lish  the principle that K ings re ign ed  by a  right in 
no resp ect d iffering from  the right by w hich freeholders chose  
knights o f  the  shire, or from th e r ig lit  b y  which J u d g es  granted  
writs o f  H abeas C orpus, w as absolutely  n ecessary to  the se 
curity o f  our lib erties.

T hus the  C onvention had  two great duties to perform . 
T h e  first was to clear the fundam ental laws o f  the realm  from  
am biguity. T h e  secon d  was to  eradicate from the m inds, 
both  o f  the governors and o f  the g o v ern ed , the fa lse  and  
pernicious notion  that the royal p rerogative w as som eth ing  
m ore sublim e and h o ly  than th o se  fundam ental law s. T h e  
form er o b ject was attained b y  the  solem n recita l and claim  
with w hich th e  D eclaration  o f  R ig h t com m ences; th e  latter  
b y  the  resolution w hich pronounced  the  throne vacant , and 
invited  W illiam  and M ary to fill it.

T h e  change seem s sm all. N o t a single  flow er o f  the crown  
was touched. N o t a sin g le  n ew  right was g iven  to the  p eop le . 
T h e  w hole E nglish  la w , substantive and ad jectiv e , w as, in 
the jud gm en t o f  all the greatest law yers, o f  H o lt and T reb y , 
o f  M aynard and S om ers, exactly  the sam e after the R evo lu 
tion  as b efore  it. Som e controverted  points had b een  d e 
c id ed  accord ing to  th e  sense o f  th e  b est ju r ists;  and there  
had b een  a slight deviation  from  th e ordinary course o f  suc
cession . T h is was all; and this w as enough.

A s our R evolu tion  was a v indication  o f  ancient r igh ts, so  
it w as con d u cted  with strict attention to ancient form alities. 
In  alm ost every w ord and act m ay b e discerned  a profound
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reveren ce for  the past. T h e  E states o f  the R ealm  deliberated  cn£ r- 

in the o ld  halls and according to the old ru les. P o w le  w as — — 
conducted  to his chair betw een  his m over and his secon der  
with the accustom ed form s. T h e  Serjeant with his m ace 
brought up the m essengers o f  the L ords to th e  table o f  the  
C om m ons; and the three obeisances w ere duly m ade. T h e  
con feren ce w as h eld  with all the antique cerem onial. On  
one side o f  the ta b le , in the P ain ted  C ham ber, th e  m anagers 
o f  the L ords sate covered  and robed  in erm ine and go ld . T h e  
m anagers o f  the  Com mons stood bareheaded  on  the  other  
sid e . T h e  speech es p resent an alm ost ludicrous contrast to  
the revolutionary oratory o f  every other country. B oth  the  
E nglish  parties agreed  in treating with solem n respect the  
ancient constitutional traditions o f  the state. T h e  only q u es
tion  w as, in w hat sen se  those  traditions w ere to b e  under
stood . T h e  assertors o f  liberty  said n ot a word about the  
natural equality  o f  m en and th e  inalienable sovereignty  o f  the  
p e o p le , about H arm odius or T im o leo n , Brutus the elder or 
B rutus the you n ger. W hen they w ere told  that, by the E n g
lish law, th e  crow n, at the  m om ent o f  a dem ise, m ust descend  
to  the n ex t h e ir , they answ ered  th a t, by the E nglish  la w , a 
liv in g  man cou ld  have no heir. W hen they were told  that 
there w as no p reced en t for declaring the throne vacant, they  
p rod u ced  from  am ong the  records in the T ow er a roll o f  
parchm ent, near three hundred  years o ld , on  w hich , in  
quaint characters and barbarous L a tin , it w as recorded  that 
th e  E states o f  the R ealm  had d eclared  vacant the  throne o f  a 
perfidious and tyrannical P lan tagen et. W hen at length  the  
dispute had b een  accom m odated , the new  sovereigns were  
proclaim ed  with the  o ld  pageantry. A ll the  fantastic pom p  
o f  heraldry w as th e r e , C larencieux and N orroy , Portcu llis  
and R o u g e  D ragon , the  trumpets, th e  banners, the grotesque  
coats em broidered  w ith lions and lilie s . T h e  title  o f  K ing  
o f  F ran ce, assum ed b y  the conqueror o f  C rcssy , was n ot  
om itted  in the  royal sty le . T o  u s, w ho have lived  in the  year  
1S48, it m ay seem  alm ost an abuse o f  term s to call a  pro
ceed in g , con d u cted  with so m uch d elib eration , w ith  so m uch



4 4 S H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

c h a p . sob rie ty , and with such  m inute a tten tion  to prescriptive eti- 
le8 .̂ q u e tte , b y  the terrib le nam e o f  R evolu tion .

A nd  y e t  this revolu tion , o f  all revolutions the least v io len t, 
has been  o f  all revolu tions the  m ost b en eficen t. It finally  
d ecid ed  the great question  w hether the  popular elem en t which  
h a d , ever  sin ce  the  a g e  o f  F itzw alter and D e  M ontfort, b een  
found  in th e  E nglish  p o lity , should  b e  d estroyed  b y  th e  m o
narchical e lem en t, or should  b e  suffered to  d evelop e itse lf  
free ly , and  to  becom e dom inant. T h e  strife  b etw een  the  
two princip les h ad  b een  lo n g , f ierce , and doubtful. I t  had  
la sted  through four re ign s . I t  had p roduced  sed ition s, im 
p each m en ts, reb e llio n s , b a ttle s , s ie g e s , proscrip tions, ju 
d icial m assacres. Som etim es lib erty , som etim es royalty, had  
seem ed  to b e  on  th e  point o f  perishing. D uring  m any years 
o n e h a lf  o f  the  en ergy  o f  E ngland had  b een  em ployed  in 
counteracting  the other half. T h e  execu tive  pow er and the  
leg isla tive  pow er had so effectually  im peded  each  other that 
the state had b een  o f  no account in  E urope. T h e  K in g  at 
A rm s, w ho proclaim ed W illiam  and M ary b efore W hitehall 
G a te , did in truth announce that th is great struggle was over; 
that there was entire union b etw een  the throne and the  Par
liam ent; that E n g la n d , lo n g  d ep en d en t and d egrad ed , was 
again  a pow er o f  th e  first rank; that the  ancien t law s by 
w hich the p rerogative w as b ounded  w ould  thenceforth  b e  
h eld  as sacred  as the  prerogative it s e lf , and w ould  b e  fo l
low ed  out to  all their  consequences ; that the ex ecu tiv e  ad
m inistration w ould  b e  con d u cted  in conform ity with the  senso  
o f  the representatives o f  the  nation; and that no reform , 
which the two H ou ses shou ld , after m ature d eliberation , pro
p ose , w ould  b e  obstinately  w ithstood  b y  the sovereign . T h e  
D eclaration  o f  R ig h t, though  it m ade noth ing law  w hich had  
n o t b een  law  b e fo re , contained  th e  germ  o f  the  law which  
gave relig ious freedom  to the D issen ter , o f  th e  law w hich  
secured  the  in d ep en dence o f  the J u d g e s , o f  th e  law  which  
lim ited  the  duration o f  Parliam ents, o f  the law  w hich p laced  
the  liberty  o f  the press under the p rotection  o f  ju r ie s , o f  the  
law w hich prohib ited  the slave tra d e , o f  the  law w hich a b o -
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lislied  the  sacram ental test, o f  the law which re lieved  the R o- cnxp. 
man C atholics from  civ il d isab ilities , o f  the law which r e - "¿¿g 
form ed the representative Bystem, o f  every g o o d  law which  
has b een  passed  during a hundred and sixty  y ea rs , o f  every  
goo d  law which m ay hereafter, in the course o f  a g e s , b e  
found necessary to prom ote the  public w ea l, and to satisfy  
the dem ands o f  public opinion.

T h e  h ighest eu logy which can b e  pronounced on the  
revolution  o f  1688 is th is , that it  was our last revolution. 
Severa l generations have now  passed  away since any w ise and  
patriotic Englishm an has m editated  resistance to the estab
lished  governm ent. In all honest and reflecting m inds there  
is a con v iction , daily strengthened  by exp erien ce, that the  
m eans o f  effecting every im provem ent which the constitution  
requires m ay b e found  within th e  constitution itself.

N o w , i f  ev e r , w e ou gh t to b e  ab le to appreciate the w hole  
im portance o f  the stand w hich was m ade by our forefathers 
against the H ouse o f  Stuart. A ll around us the world is con
vulsed  by th e  agon ies o f  great nations. G overnm ents which  
lately seem ed  likely  to stand during ages have been  on a 
sudden  shaken and overthrow n. T h e  proudest capitals o f  
W estern E urope have stream ed with civil b lood . A ll evil 
p assio n s, the  thirst o f  gain  and the  thirst o f  v en g ean ce, the  
antipathy o f  class to  c la ss , the  antipathy o f  race to race, have 
broken lo o se  from  the control o f  divine and human laws.
P ear and an xiety  have clouded  the faces and depressed  the 
hearts o f  m illions. T rade has been  suspended, and industry  
paralysed. T h e  rich have becom e poor; and the poor have 
becom e p oorer. D octrin es hostile to all sc ien ces, to all 
arts , to all industry, to  all dom estic charities, doctrines  
w hich , i f  carried into effect, w ou ld , in thirty years, undo  
all that thirty centuries have done for mankind, and would 
m ake the  fairest provinces o f  France and Germ any as savage 
as C ongo or P atagon ia , have b een  avow ed from the tribune 
and d efen d ed  by the sw ord. E urope has been  threatened  
with subjugation  by barbarians, com pared with whom  the  
barbarians who m arched under A ttila  and A lboin w ere en 
lightened  and hum ane. T h e  truest friends o f  the people  

M acau lay , IliHory. III. 29
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c i u p . have w ith deep  sorrow ow ned  that in terests m ore precious  
16̂ |"’ than any political priv ileges w ere in jeo p a rd y , and that it 

m ight b e  necessary to sacrifice even  liberty  in order to  save  
civilisation . M eanw hile in our island the regular course  
o f  governm ent has never been  for a day interrupted . T h e  
few  bad m en w ho lo n g ed  for licen se  and plunder have not 
had the courage to confront for one m om ent the strength  o f  a 
loyal n a tion , ra llied  in firm array round a  parental throne. 
A n d , i f  it b e  asked  w hat has m ade us to differ from  others, 
th e  answ er is that w e never lo st w hat others are w ild ly and  
b lin d ly  Beeking to rega in . I t  is becau se  w e had a preserving  
revolution  in the seven teenth  century that wo have not had a  
destroy in g  revolution  in the n ineteenth . It is because w e had  
freedom  in the m idst o f  servitude that w e have order in the  
m idst o f  anarchy. F or the  authority o f  law , for the security  
o f  prop erty , for the peace o f  our stree ts , for the happiness  
o f  our h o m es, our gratitude is due, under Him  who raises 
and pulls dow n nations at bis p lea su re , to  the  L on g  P arlia 
m en t, to the  C onvention , and to W illiam  o f  O range.
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pularity a t the Hague, 76. Con
tras t between him and Halifax, 
77. 78, His le tter to W illiam, 87. 
He joins in the invitation to Wil
liam , 218. 219. His reconcilia
tion with D evonshire, 219. His 
proceedings at York, 310. He 
seizes the garrison , 311. His 
plan for settling the Crown, 404. 
405, His ignorance of Mary’s 
sentim ents, 406. 425. She writes

to h im , 430. n e  a lters his tac
tics, 435.

D artm outh , E arl o f; com m ander 
of the fleet, 269. Obstacles to 
his progress, 283. 288. He re
ceives orders from Jam es con
cerning the P rince of W ales,325. 
Refuses to obey th em , 327. His 
orders irom the L ords, 349. Is 
removed from his comm and, 386. 
Is prevented from sailing , 282 
—288.

D eclaration of R ight, 438. 439.
D elam ere, Henry B ooth, Lord; 

joins William of O range, 310. 
Is  selected to carry a message to 
Jam es, 371—374.

Derby, Earl of, 146.
D evonshire, William Cavendish, 

E arl o f; his quarrel with Cole- 
pepper, and its consequences, 
78—81. Joins in inviting William 
to England, 218. His reconcilia
tion with D anby, 219. Raises 
troops for W illiam, 311. Offends 
the Lords, 412. Meeting of Peers 
a t his house, 425. 426.

D iscontent in E ngland, a fter the 
fall of the Ilvdes, 30. Of the 
clergy and the arm y at the p ro
ceedings of the High Commis
sion, 234-236.

Dissenters. See Nonconformists.
Dolben, Gilbert, 412.
Dorset, Charles Sackville, Earl o f; 

his character and tastes, 143.144. 
Is dismissed from office, and 
threatened with assassination, 
145. Protects the Princess Anne, 
319.

D over, Henry Jerm yn , L o rd ; hfs 
failure to carry out Jam es’s 
plans, 148.

D rum lanrig , Earl o f; deserts to 
W illiam, 317.

D rum m ond, Jam es- See Perth, 
E arl of.

—, John. See M elfort, Lord.
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D ryden, Jo h n ; bis conversion to 
Rom anism , 33. 31. His fable of 
the Hind and Panther, 35—31.

D um blane, Peregrine Osborne, 
L o rd , 364.

Dykveit, Everard V an; his cha
ra c te r , diplom atic sk ill, and 
mission to England, 11. llis  ne
gotiations with English states
m e n , 15. He returns to the 
Hague with le tte rs  from many 
em inent E nglishm en, 81. 88. 
Sent from Holland to congratu
la te  W illiam, 393. 394.

E xeter; its reception of William 
of O range, 291.

Fagel, Grand Pensionary of Hol
land; effect of bis reply on be
ha lf of W illiam to Stewart’s 
le tter, 91.92. R edraw s up Wil
liam 's declaration, 265.

F a irfax , D r., 116.
F ane , S ir V’e re , 410.
Fanshaw, Richard Viscount, 413.
F a rm er, A nthony, recommended 

by Jam es for President of Mag
dalene College, 114.

Fauconberg , V iscount, 146.
Ferguson, Robert, 15. 264.265. 294.
Feversham , Lewis D uras, E arl of, 

26. note. His report on the 
state of the arm y, 314. Is ordered 
by Jam es to disband the army, 
316. He obeys, 348. Effect of 
his conduct on W illiam’s move
m en ts , 359. 360. Is ordered to 
liberate  Jam es, 365. Is charged 
with a  le tter to W illiam , 366. Is 
put under a rre s t, 361. His re
lease, 381.

F inch , Daniel. See Nottingham, 
E arl of.

— , Jo h n ; his subserviency to 
Charles I., and disgrace by the 
House of Commons, 16.

—, Sir Ileneage, Solicitor General

to Jam es I I . ;  his legal career, 
in tegrity , and oratorical fame,
16. His improvements in equity 
jurisprudence, I I .  His conduct 
on the trial of the seven bishops, 
195. 202.

F le tcher, Andrew, of Salloun; 
Joins William of Orange, 264.

Fow ler, Edw ard; effect of his de
termination not to read the De
claration of Indulgence, 166.

F rancis, A lban, 105. See Cam
bridge.

G ainsborough, E arl o f; his ejec
tion from office byJam esU .,145 .

G entry; tbeir discontent, and re
fusal to obey the judges, 233.234.

George, P rince of D enm ark; 
Charles II .'s  opinion of him ; 
deserts W illiam’s cam p, 317.

G erm any; invaded by the French 
arm ies, 264.

Giffard, B onaventure; bis appoint
m ent as President of Magdalene 
College, 121.

Godolphin, Sidney; his report of 
Jam es's letter, 383.

Goodenough, 15.
G ordon, Duke o f , a Roman Ca

tholic, 395.
G rafton, Henry Fitzroy, Duke of; 

his protestations of loyalty, 304. 
305. His reply to Jam es's reproof,
301. He deserts to W illiam's 
quarters, 315.

Grey de R uthin , 312.

H aines, Joseph ; a convert to Po
pery, 32.

lla le s , Sir Edward; uselessness of 
the judgm ent, 46. His guards 
sym pathise with the bishops, IIS. 
The bishops refuse to pay his 
fees, 185. He is ejected from 
the lieutenancy of the Tower, 
325. He assists in Jam es’s flight, 
341
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H alifax, George Savile, M arquess 
o f ; “ L etter to a D issenter” 
ascribed to him , 52. His “ Ana
tomy of an E qu ivalen t,” Tl. His 
ascendency over N ottingham , 
and conferences with D ykvelt, 
17.78. His le tter to W illiam, 87. 
His le tter on the D eclaration of 
Indulgence, 170. His a rrange
m ents for bailing the seven b i
shops, 184. He declines Joining 
in the invitation to W illiam , 218. 
His reply to Jam es’s questions, 
280. 281. He refuses to join 
R ochester, 305. His conduct a t 
the council of P ee rs , 306. He 
is appointed com m issioner to 
treat with W illiam, 324. His con
d itions, ib. His interview with 
W illiam , 337.338. Comes to an 
understanding with B urnet, 338 
—341. His sentim ents on dis
covering that Jam es had duped 
h im , 363. 364. He presides a t a 
m eeting of the L o rds, 371. 383. 
He carries WilliaijTs message to 
Jam es , 374. His deportm ent at 
Jam es's dep artu re , 375. He is 
chosen Speaker by the Lords,
411. He supports W illiam’s claim 
to the th rone , 425. His argu
m ents in the conference with the 
Commons, 435. He presents the 
crown to W illiam and Mary, 442.

H a ll, T im othy, reads the D eclara
tion of Indulgence, 171. Ilis 
reception a t Oxford as bishop,
233.

Hamilton, the Duke of, Privy Coun
cillor of Scotland; he attends 
William at W hitehall, 398.

H am pden, R ichard, 412. He car
ries the Commons* resolutions to 
the Lords, 416.

Harley, Sir Edw ard, 331,
H erbe rt, A rthur, R ear Admiral of 

E ngland, and M aster of the 
Robes to Jam es I I . ;  dismissed,

44. Ills association with Dyk
ve lt, on behalf of William of 
O range, 82.

H erbe rt, Sir Edw ard, Lord Chief 
Ju stice ; his removal from the 
Dench, 101.

— , L o rd , of Cherbury, 330. 331.
— , W illiam ; his vehem ence in 

M ary’s behalf, 432.
High Commission C ourt; citation 

of Bishop Compton and the Fel
lows of M agdalene College before 
it (see Compton, Magdalene Col
lege), 231.232. Its dissolution, 272.

Hind and P a n th e r, th e ; account 
o f , 35.

H olland; its printing presses in the 
17th cen tu ry , 16. 90. Its hold 
upon William’s feelings, 19.20.
21. 22. Its politics; estrange
m ent of Lewis’s party , 241. 242. 
Lewis's conduct to its settlers in 
France, 242.243. Sanctions Wil
liam ’s expedition to England, 262. 
Sends congratulations to W illiam, 
393. 394.

Holloway, Judge, 197. His d is
missal from the Bench, 229.

H olt, S ir John ; removed from the 
Recordership, 101.

Hough, John ; his charac ter; eleo- 
lion as President of Magdalene 
College, and annulm ent thereof 
by the High Com m ission, 115. 
Refusal of the Fellows to elect 
P arker in his p lace , 116. F ru it
less efforts of Penn to induce 
him to a lter his course, 122. His 
defence before the Special Com
m ission, 123. Refuses to deliver 
up his keys, and protests against 
the proceedings, 123. 124. See 
M agdalene College.

Hounslow C am p; its dissolution,
234. 235.

House of Commons; convention 
called by W illiam II I .,  385. Its 
election , 394. Its m eeting , 408.
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C haracter of its principal mem
b e rs , 408. 409 . 410. Elect Powle 
S peaker,410. Declares the throne 
vacant, 414. Letter of Jam es to 
i t ,  428.429. Its conference with 
the Lords, 433.

flouse of L ords; its meeting after 
Jam es’s abdication , 411. Its 
proceedings, ib. Receives the 
Commons’ resolu tions, 415. De
bates Sancroft’s plan ofa regency, 
416-421. Debates the question of 
the vacancy of the throne, 423.421. 
Rejects it ,  421 its  conference 
with the Com m ons, 433. And 
subm ission, 434. 435.

Howe, Jo h n ; returns from banish
m en t, 51. Jam es endeavours to 
secure his aid, 58, llis  efforts for 
a  coalition with the clergy, 165.

Hume, Sir Patrick, 264. 398.

Indulgence, Declaration o f; p ro
claimed by Jam es II .,  44. 45. 
Feeling of the Protestant Dis
sen te rs , and of the Church of 
England, in regard to it, 46.47.49, 
Hostilities of the Prince and 
Princess of Orange, 64. 65.

—, second D eclaration; proclaim ed, 
162. The clergy ordered to read 
it, 163.

Innocent X I.; his presumed ap
proval of the policy o i William 
of Orange, and dislike of Jam es's 
proceedings, 92. His resentm ent 
a t the choice of Casteirnaine as 
English representative a t his 
c o u rt, 93. He refuses to admit 
Petre to ecclesiastical prefer
m en t, and dismisses Casteirnaine 
from Rome, 96.

Insu rrec tion , n o rth e rn , account of 
the, 310. 311.

Ire land ; dismay of its English 
colonists, 2.

Irish Night, account of the, 356-382.
Jam es, I I . ;  effect of his altered

policy upon the proceedings of 
William, 27. He grants a pension 
to Dryden on his conversion to 
R om anism , 34. Change in his 
policy towards the P u ritan s, 37. 
He grants a partial toleration in 
Scotland, 41. 42. His closetings 
with the T ories, 43. 44. He 
publishes the Declaration of In 
dulgence, 44.45. His altercations 
with the Church on the subject of 
Nonconformist persecutions, 49. 
His subjugation by the Jesuits, 
and dism issal of his confessor 
at their suggestions, 54. His a t
tempts upon the honesty of John 
Howe, 58. His interview with 
William Kiffin, 61. His disquiet 
a t W illiam’s reply to his agents, 
and urgent letters to William 
and M ary, 65. Proofs of the ne
cessity of restraints upon his 
exercise of the prerogative,68-71. 
His enmity to Burnet, 73. Growing 
enmity between him and W illiam, 
89. His conduct on the occasion 
of the consecration of the Nuncio, 
97. He dismisses Som erset from 
office,98. His dissolution of par
liam ent, 99. 101.102. His arbitrary 
proceedings against the univer
sities (see Cambridge University; 
M agdalene College; Oxford Uni
versity; Universities). Recom
mends Anthony Farm er for pre
sident of Magdalene College, 114. 
Sets out on a royal p rogress, 118.
119. His interview with the Fel
lows of Magdalene College, 120. 
His employment of Penu to ne
gotiate with them , 121. Sends 
ecclesiastical commissioners to 
O xford, 123. llis  schem e for 
preventing the Princess of Orange 
Trom succeeding to the Irish 
crown, 132. His determ ination to 
pack a parliam ent, 131. His plan 
for effecting that object, 138.
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147—150. His dismissal of public 
officers, 159. His new D eclara
tion of Indulgence, 162. His 
interview with the b ishops, 169. 
Effect of the disobedience of the 
clergy upon bis p lans, 173. 174. 
He resolves to prosecute the seven 
bishops for libe l, 174. He inter
rogates and endeavours to inti
m idate th e m , 175. 176. He com
m its them to the Tow er, 177. 178. 
Birth of his so n , the Pretender, 
and popular belief in the child’s 
suppositiliousness, 178. 179. His 
conduct, a fter the trial of the 
b ishops, 228. His dismissions 
and prom otions, 229. He receives 
warnings of W illiam ’s project,
255. 256. Exertions of Lewis to 
save h im ,257. He frustratesthem , 
258. 259. He becom es aware of 
his d anger, 267. 268. 269. His 
naval and m ilitary m eans, 268. 
269. He attem pts to conciliate 
his subjects, 270. Gives audience 
to the b ishops, 271. His conces
sions ill received, 272. 273. He 
subm its ’ to the Privy Council 
proofs of his son’s b irth , 275. 
His conduct on receiving Wil
liam 's declaration , 280. 282. His 
conversation with the bishops, 
295. 296. 297. He confers the 
archbishopric of York on^Lamp- 
lu gh , and receives tidings of 
Cornbury’s d esertion , 302. His 
interview with C larendon, and 
with his m ilitary officers, 304.305. 
The Peers petition him for a par
liam ent, 305. 306. He refuses, 
and reproves the bishops, 306.307. 
He sets out for Salisbury, 307.312. 
T raitors in his cam p, 313—315. 
He retreats from S alisbury , 316. 
He is deserted by Prince George 
and Ormond, 316.317. He returns 
to London, 317. He sum m ons a 
council of P ee rs , 320. He ap

points commissioners to treat 
with W illiam , 324. His perfidy, 
324. He prepares for flight, 325- 
327. He prepares to send the 
Queen and his son to France, and 
sends for L au iu n , 342. His re
newed preparations forflight, 346. 
He d eparts, 347. Commotion 
created by bis flight, 348. He is 
detained near Sheerness, 360-362. 
The Lords order him to be set a t 
liberty , 365. He returns to W hite
h a ll, 368. Calls a council, 369. 
Receives a message from William, 
ib. Sets out for R ochester, 374. 
His flight from R ochester, 382. 
383. 384. He arrives a t St. Ger
mains, 391. 392. His le tter to the 
Convention, 428.

Jeffreys, George L o rd ; penally 
inflicted by him  on the Duke of 
Devonshire, 79. His insults to 
the deputies from Cambridge, 
and perversion of Scrip tu re , 108. 
His behaviour to the Fellows of 
M agdalene College, and insult to 
Dr. Fairfax, 116. His conduct to
wards the Charterhouse trustees, 
117. He advises Jam es to prose
cute the bishops for libe l, 174. 
Discovered and arrested by the 
m ob , and sent to the Tow er, 355.

Jen n e r, Sir Thom as; his visit to 
Oxford on the special com m is
sion, and conduct there, 123. 124.

— , F rances, Lady Tyrconnel; her 
youthful vagaries, 84.

— , Sarah. See Churchill, Lady.
Jerm yn. See Dover.
J e s u its ; their subjugation of Jam es, 

54. T heir reception of Castei- 
m ainein R om e,95. Theirschem cs 
respecting the succession to the 
Crown, 130. 131.

Johnson, Dr. Sam uel, 34.
Johnstone; acts as agent between 

William and the English Oppo
sition, 88.
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Ken, Bishop, 12. 167-169.
K iffin, W illiam ; his in fluenceam ong  

the  B ap tis ts ; his interview  with 
th e  K ing, 60. 61.

K irkc , C olonel P e rc y ; he  professes 
lo y a lly , 305. H e p re p a re s  to 
d ese rt, 313.

Lamplugh, Bishop, 302.
Langley, Sir Roger, 191. 199.
Lauderdale, 371.
L a u z u n , A nton ine C ount o f ;  bis 

v ic issitudes, 342. 343. He u n d e r
tak es  to convey the  Q ueen and 
h e r  son  to F ra n c e ,  344. 345. He 
is re s to red  to Lew is’s favou r, 390.

L e s tra n g e , R o g e r; h e  answ ers the 
“ L e tte r  to a D isse n te r,” 52.

L c v in z , S ir  C re sw e ll; re ta in ed  on 
b e h a lf  o f  th e  B ishops, 190.1U2.

Lewis XIV.; his subjugation of 
Holland and conduct to William 
of O range, 20. 21. Comparison 
between them , 22.27. His offer 
to aid in kidnapping B urnet,73.74. 
His negotiations with Jam es con
cerning the recall of the British 
troops , 90. His complicity in 
Tyrconnel’s schem es, 132. 133. 
Abandoned by his party in Hol
lan d , 242. His persecutions of 
Dutch settlers in France, 242-244. 
His quarrel with the Pope con
cerning the franchises, 244. P ro
ceedings of his am bassador in 
Rom e, 245. His design on the 
a rchbishopric of Cologne, 246.247. 
His alarm  at Jam es’s conduct,
256. His exertions to save Jam es, 
257—259. He invades Germany, 
260. 261. Joy of his court a t his 
victories, 261. His treatm ent of 
L auzun , 342. 343. His emotions 
on Jam es’s flight, 389. His pre
parations for receiving the Queen, 
390. He restores Lauzun to his 
favour, 390.391. His liberality to 
the exiled pair, 392.

Lexington, Lord, 434.
Leyburn, Jo h n ; he officiates a t the 

consecration of the Nuncio, 97. 
His advice to Jam es, 274. He is 
arrested , 356.

Licenses; meditated withdrawal of, 
by Jam es II ., 159.

Lillibullero, 240. 241.
Lincoln, Earl of, 434.
Littleton, Sir Thom as, 408.
Lloyd, Bishop of Norwich, 167.
—, Bishop of SL Asaph, 167—169.
L obb, S tephen; nis early career, 

56. His reconciliation with the 
C ourt, and servility to his new 
m asters, ib,

London, Bishop of. See Compton.
London; attack on Roman Catholic 

property in, 297.298. Its agitation 
pending Jam es's negotiations with 
W illiam , 328. Circulation of 
forged proclam ations in, 328.329. 
Its excitement on Jam es’s flight, 
348—358. Its corporation wel
comes W illiam , 376. It lends 
money to him , 386.

Lords. See House of Lords.
L ords, council o f , held by Jam es, 

320-323.
Lovelace, John Lord; sets out to 

Join W illiam , 299. 300. Is cap
tured by Beaufort’s troops, 300. 
The people of Gloucester liberate 
h im , 331. His trium phal entry 
into Oxford, ib. His conduct in 
the Lords, 427. 428. William ex
postulates with him, 428.

L ucas, Lord; appointed lieutenant 
of the Tower, 349.

Lum ley, Lord; joins the party ol 
William of O range, 220. 221. He 
seizes Newcastle, 330.

M acclesfield, Charles G erard , Earl 
of, 264. 291.

M adrid. See Spain.
M agdalene College, Oxford ; found

ed by William o f W aynflele, i l l .
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Anlhony Farm er recommended 
by Jam es for its president, 114. 
Election of its president, 115. 116. 
Citation of its Fellows before the 
High Commission, 116. Jam es 
recommends it to elect Parker, 
id. Its Fellows cited before the 
King a t Oxford and reprim anded,
120. Failure of Penn’s efforts to 
procure theirsubm ission , 121. 122. 
Special commission to adjudicate 
upon their contum acy; installa
tion of Parker as its president, 
124. 125. Ejection of its Fellows,
126. Is turned into a Popish 
sem inary, 127.

M agistrates; questions pu t to them 
by Jam es’s o rd e rs , 146. Their 
politic answers, 147.

M anchester, Earl of, 312.
M ansuete, F a th e r, confessor to 

Jam es I I . ;  bis dism issal from 
office, 54.

Mary of M odena, wife of Jam es II .; 
her pregnancy; popular disbelief 
in the fact, 133—135. H er danger 
after Anne’s flight, 320. She de
parts for France, 344. Her perils 
a t L am beth , and em barkation a t 
G ravesend, 345. Her reception 
by Lewis, 390. 391. Homage paid 
to her a t the French court, 392.

M ary, Princess of O range; her 
m arriage to W illiam determ ined 
by political considerations, 11. 
Her relations to the Prince, 12.16. 
Kemoves W illiam’s anxieties« 18. 
Acquiesces in W illiam’s project, 
222. 223. Her le tter to Oanby,
429. 430. H er arrival in England, 
440. Accepts the crown jointly 
with W illiam, 441, Is proclaim ed, 
442.

M assillon; his testimony to the 
character of William of Orange, 
23. note.

M aynard  S ir  J o h n ;  re fu se s  to  hold  
a  b r ie f  ag a in s t th e  B ish o p s , 190.

IIis reply to W illiam’s courtesies, 
376. His reply to Sawyer’s ob
jec tion , 385. Takes p a rt in the 
proceedings of the Convention,
412. 415. Protests against mob 
ru le , 428.

M elfort, John L ord , Secretary of 
Slate for Scotland; brings 
Jam es’s le tter to the Convention, 
428.

Military offences; illegally punish
ed, 90—101.

M ontague, C harles, and Matthew 
P r io r ; notice o f , 37. Chosen to 
the Convention, 409.

M ordaunt, Charles Viscount; his 
suggestions to William of Orange, 
29. 30. He volunteers to accom 
pany W illiam 's expedition, 264. 
lie  listens to Wildrnan’s projects, 
267. His duty a t Exeter, 290.

— , Henry. See Peterborough.
Mulgrave, John Sheffield, Earl o f ; 

his character, 106. 107.
M usgrave, Sir C hristopher, 413.

Newark, V iscount, 146.
Newcastle; its inhabitants declare 

for William, 330.
Newton, Sir Isaac ; appears before 

the High Commission Court as 
deputy from his University, 107. 
His election to W illiam 's Conven
tion , 410.

Newton Abbot; its m em orial of 
William of Orange, 289.

Nonconform ists; early rigour of 
Jam es towards them , 37. 38. His 
meditated league with them, 39.
40. Their feelings on the Decla
ration of Indulgence being pro
cla im ed^? . Determ ination of the 
Church to outbid Jam es in his 
offers to them, 48. 49. Their ap
pearance a t court, 50. T heir wa
vering between the two contend
ing parties, 52—54. Adherence of 
some of them to the King,55. (See
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A lsop; C are; L obb; Penn; Bose- 
well.) Opposilion of the majority 
to the court, 57. (See Baxter; 
B unyan; Howe; Kiffin.) Effect 
of the Declaration of Indulgence 
upon the character of their reli
gious services, 62. 63. Their pa
triotism  on the publication of the 
D eclaration of Indulgence, 164.

Norlolk, Duke of; attempts to en
force Jam es’s plans, 147. He de
clares for William, 330.

Northum berland, Duke o f; he con
nives a t Jam es’s flight, 347. He 
declares for W illiam, 348.

Norwich; declares for W illiam, 330.
N ottingham , Daniel F inch , Earl 

of, 76. Opposes Jam es’s policy, 
77. His conferences with Dyk- 
ve lt,7 8 . He secedes from Wil
liam ’s p a rly , 220. His conduct 
In the conference with the Com
m on's, 434. 435.

O rm ond, Jam es B utler, E arl of; 
be supports the Charterhouse 
trustees, 117. His death, 232.

Ormond, Duke o f , grandson of the 
above; he is elected Chancellor 
of Oxford University, 232. He 
deserts to the P rince’s cam p, 317.

O xford, University o f; its loyalty 
to Jam es II. during M onmouth’s 
rebellion , 104. Jam es’s in ter
ference with its righ ts, 108. 109. 
Arrival of the King at, 120. Elects 
Ormond as Chancellor, 232. Its 
welcome to Lovelace, 331. See 
Magdalene College.

—, Bisnops of. Sec P a rk e r; Hall, 
vol. II.

—, Corporation; its refusal to sub
mit to Jam es’s dictation, 160.

Aubrey de V ere, E arl o f; bis 
ancestors and their exploits, 140. 
He refuses to aid in Jam es's 
pro jec ts , and is dismissed from

bis offices, 140. 141. He attends 
Jam es’s council, 321.

P ark e r, Sam uel; refusal of the 
Fellows of Magdalene College to 
elect him as their Presideut on 
Jam es’s recom m endation, 116. 
His installation as president, 124. 
llis  la st publication, and death, 
127.

Papists. See Roman Catholics. 
Parliam ent; prorogation o f , in 

1687, 44. (See also. Vol. II .) Its 
dissolution, 99.

P arties; stale o f ,  on Jam es I I . ’* 
abdication, 398. See Tories; 
Whigs.

P ecbell, Jo h n , Vicechancellor of 
Cambridge U niversity; sum 
moned before the High Commis
sion Court, 105. 107. llis  ejection 
from his office, 108.

Pem berton ; retained for the Bi
shops, 190. His altercations with 
the Crown counsel, 192. 193. 

Pem broke, Earl o f, 146.
P en n , W illiam ; his close connec

tion with Stephen Lobb at court, 
56. He endeavours to reconcile 
William Kiffln with Jam es 11.,61. 
His Journey to the H ague, and 
exhortations to W illiam , 64. 65. 
llis  misgiving as to Jam es’s 
cou rse , and proposal of various 
equivalents, 70.71. His discourse 
a t Chester on Jam es's visit, 119. 
Failure of his attempted m edia
tion with the Fellows of M agda
lene College, 121—123.

P erth , Jam es Drum m ond, Ear! of, 
Chancellor of Scotland; his posi
tion on W illiam’s accession, 395. 
396. He takes refuge a t his 
country sea t, 396. Attempts to 
leave Scotland, is detected and 
imprisoned, 397.

Peterborough, IlenryE arl o f; con
verted to Romanism, 31. Failure
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ol his plan to subvert Protes
tan tism , 148. His action against 
W illiams, 16t.

P c tre , Edw ard, Viceprovincial of 
the Jesu its ; his suggestion of 
closeting to Jam es, 43. His 
hatred  of F ather M ansucte, 54. 
Is sworn of Ihe Privy Council, 
139.

Polle'xfen, 190.191.
P ope. See In n o cen t.
P o p b a ra . See C h a rte rh o u se .
Portm an, Sir W illiam, 308.
Pow ell, Sir J o h n , 19. Ilis conduct 

on the trial of the Bishops , 189. 
191. His dism issal, 229.

P o w is , T h o m a s ; his re p o r t  o f the 
effect o f  th e  B ishops’ ac q u itta l, 
201.

— , W illiam H erbert, E arl of 
(a Catholic peer); assists in the 
Queen’s flight, 345. Attack made 
on bis house, 356.

Pow le, H enry, presides a t a m eet
ing of the C om m oners, 385. He 
is chosen Speaker of the Con
vention, 410. He attends W il
liam on his acceptance of the 
crown, 441.

Presbyterianisra. See Noncon
formists-

P res to n ; his failure to carry out 
Jam es’s plans fo rsubvertingP ro 
testantism , 148.

P re te n d e r , th e . S ee  S tu a r t , C harles 
E dw ard .

P rio r, Matthew, 31. See Montague, 
Charles.

P u r ita n s . S ee N o ncon fo rm ists.

Q uakers . S ee  N oncon fo rm ists .

R egulators, Board o f; its constitu
tion and objects, 139.

R e re sb y , S ir  Jo h n , 310.
Revolution, the English. Its cha

rac te r, 442. et seq.
R ight, Declaration o f, 438,

Rochester, Bishop of. See Sprat.
— , Lawrence Hyde, E arl o f, Lord 

T reasu re r; he attem pts to en
force Jam es’s illegal p lans, 148. 
Ho prepares a petition for a par
liam ent, 306. Defends the peti
tio n , ib. Declares for W illiam, 
348.

—, John W ilm ot, Earl of; con
verted from atheism  by Burnet, 15.

Roman Catholics; denial to the 
Dissenters of im m unities granted 
to them , 37. Toleration allowed 
to them in Scotland, 42. Opinion 
of W illiam and Mary on the im 
policy of Jam es’s indulgences, 
and vindication of their opinions, 
66—71. Their appointm ent as 
sheriffs, 151. Attack on their 
chapels and houses in London, 
352,

Roman Catholic country gentle
m en; their ch arac te r, tastes and 
hab its , in the l l lh  century, 151. 
152. 153. 155.

Ronquillo, Spanish am bassador; 
his properly destroyed by the 
mob, 353. 354.

Roscwell, Thom as, a  Nonconfor
m is t; supports Jam es in his con
flict with the Church, 55. 56.

R ussell, Edw ard: his charac te r; 
rup tu re  with the C ourt, and po
sition in Dykvell's councils, 81. 
82. Proposes to the Prince of 
Orange a descent on England, 
216, Joins him at Exeter, 300.

— , W illiam L ord , 15.
R utland, E arl o f, 146. 312.

Sacheverell, W illiam , 408.
Saint V ictor; assists in the flight of 

the Queen and her son, 344. 345.
Salisbury , Jam es Cecil, Karl of; 

his conversion to R om anism , 31. 
True bill found against him , 328.

Sancroft, W illiam , Archbishop of 
C anterbury; m eeting of the p re-
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la tcs  a l his p a lace , 166. Is su m 
m oned  b e fo re  th e  P rivy  C ouncil, 
175. 176. H is p as to ra l le tte r  a fte r  
h is  a c q u it ta l ,  206. H as an  au 
d ience  w ith J a m e s ,  270. His 
s u g g e s tio n s , 271. l ie  disavow s 
th e  inv ita tion  to W illia m , 282. 
His con v e rsa tio n  w ith  J a m e s , 
295. 296. H eads th e  P e e rs  with 
a p e tition  fo r a p a r l ia m e n t, 506. 
n e a d s  th e  R o y a lis ts , 381. His 
p lan  fo r a regency , 402. Speci
m en  o f his co m p o sitio n , 403. 
no te .

S a rs f ic ld ; h is  e n c o u n te r  with W il
l ia m ’s tro o p s , 313.

Sawyer, Attorney General to Jam es 
I I . ;  his dism issal from office, 
160. Defends the Bishops on 
their tr ia l ,  193. His question 
concerning W illiam ’s power, 385.

Scarsdale , E a rl o f, 146.
Schom berg , Frederic Count of; 

his c h arac te r, services to Lewis 
XIY., and appointm ent as Wil
liam ’s lieu tenan t, 263. Accom
panies W illiam , 292. Avoids 
fighting,312. Enters London,375.

Scotland; partial toleration grant
ed in, 41. 42. Its proceedings on 
Jam es’s abdication, 395. 396. 393.

S co tt, S ir W aiter, 34.
S e a l , the  G re a t; J a m e s ’s anxiety  

concerning i t ,  226.
Seym our, Sir Edw ard; joins W il

lia m , 308. Organises W illiam's 
party, 309.

S h a rp , J o h n ;  in c u rs  the  C om m ons’ 
d isp le a su re , 422.

Sheriffs; list o f, nom inated by 
Jam es 11., 151. 152.

S h e r lo c k , W illia m ; h is  p lan  of 
go v ern m en t a f te r  the  flight of 
Ja m e s , 400. 401.

Shower, Sir B artholom ew; ap
pointed Recorder of London, 181. 
Assists in the prosecution of the 
Bishops, 190.

Shrew sbury, C harles, E arl o f; 
sketch of his ancesto rs , 141. His 
father’s tragical en d , ib. He 
abjures Rom anism , refuses to 
enforce Jam es’s illegal projects, 
and is dism issed, 142. 143. Is 
threatened with assassination, 
145. Joins in inviting William 
to England, 218. Is selected to 
carry William’s message, 371.375.

Sidney, n e n ry ; his character, and 
connection with William of 
O range, 216. 217. 220. 221. His 
connection with Lady Sunder
land, 253. 254.

Skelton, Bevil; appointed Lieute
nant o f the Tower, 325. Dis
missed, 349.

Smith, Dr. Thom as; aspires to the 
presidentship of Magdalene Col
lege, 113. His conduct at the 
election, 115. His iodecision be
fore the Special Commissioners, 
123. Escapes the apologies a t
tempted to be forced from other 
Fellows, 125. Nicknamed Doctor 
Roguery in consequence of his 
conduct in the d ispu tes, ib. His 
expulsion from his fellowship,
127.

Som ers, John (afterw ards Lord 
Som ers); his argum ents on the 
trial of the Seven Bishops, 195. 
His election to the Convention, 
409. His argum ents in the con
ference with the L ords, 433. 434. 
Is appointed chairm an of the 
committee on the Declaration of 
Right, 438.

Som erset, Charles Seym our, Duke 
o f; refuses to join in thcNuncio’s 
procession; his dismissal from 
office, 98. His expulsion from 
his Lord Lieutenancy, 146.

S pain . See R onquillo .
Speke, Hugh; he avows a forged 

proclam ation, 329. His share  in 
the Irish  Night, 359.
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S p ra t, T hom as, Bishop of Ro
chester; reads the Declaration of 
Indulgence, IIS. Resigns his 
seat in the High Commission 
Court, 331.

S tafford, L o rd , IS.
S tam ford, Thom as Grey, Earl o f ; 

Joins William of Orange, 312.
S tew art, Jam es; correspondence 

with Fagel, SI.
Slates General. See Holland.
StillingO eel; his controversial emi

nence, 33. Declares against the 
Indulgence, 166.

S tu a r t, Charles E dw ard; his birth , 
119. Popular belief in his sup- 
posililiousness, and grounds of 
excuse tor the be lie f, 119—181. 
Proofs of his b irth  subm itted to 
the Privy Council, 215. He is 
sent to Portsm outh, 301. Returns 
to W hitehall, 342. Is confided 
to L auxun, 314. And em barks 
for France, 344.345.

Sunderland, Robert Spencer, Earl 
o f; bis lord lieutenancy of W ar
w ickshire, 150. His recom m en
dation of concessions to the 
King, and uneasiness a t the state 
of public feeling, 186.181. Ills 
public espousal of Romanism, 
188. His overtures to William, 
251. His incom e, 251. 252. Ills 
prospects, 252. 253. His wife 
com m unicates with Holland for 
him , 254. His disgrace, and ejec
tion from office, 211. 218.

T em ple, Sir W illiam ; his eulogy 
on Bcntinck, 11.

Tew kesbury; failure of Jam es’s 
plan for subverting the Indepen
dence of its corporation, 151.

T hanet, E arl o f, 146.
T indal, M atthew; his conversion 

to Rom anism , and subsequent 
attacks on Christianity, 32.

T itu s, S ilas; his defection from 
the N onconform ists, 230. 231. 
Attempts to obtain an audience 
with W illiam, 310.

T orbay; its appearance a t the 
landing of W illiam , 280. Its pre
sent 6 ta te , ib. Its m em orial of 
W illiam, 281.

T ories; their position with re
ference to W illiam Prince of 
O range, 18. They acknowledge 
him as their head , 21. 28 . At
tempts of Jam es to cajole them, 
43. Change in their opinions 
concerning the lawfulness of re 
sistance, 208. Their position on 
Jam es’s abdication , 399 — 404. 
T heir strength in the Upper 
H ouse, 421. They negative the 
Whig m otion, 421. Are beaten 
In the Commons, 429.

Treby, Sir George; advocates the 
cause of the Bishops, 191. His 
address to William 316. His a r
gum ents in the conference with 
the Lords, 434.

Trelawney, B ishop, 161.168. His 
rem onstrance to Jam es, 169. Agi
tation in Cornwall pending his 
trial, 188. He welcomes W illiam’s 
troops in Bristol, 331.

— , Colonel, 305. 313.
Trinder, Serjeant, 190.
T urner, Bishop or Ely, 166.169.
T yrconnel, Richard T albo t, Earl 

o f; his unfltness for bis high of
fice , 31. His hatred of Father 
M ansuete, 34. Ilis re turn  to Eng
land, and receptionby Jam es, 119. 
His project for excluding the 
Princess Many from the Irish 
crow n, 132.

Universities: their power a t its 
height in the 11th cen tu ry ; eager 
competition of the aristocracy 
for the distinctions conferred by 
them ; regal splendour of their
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academ ical celeb rations, 102.
T heir peculiar hold upon the feel
ings of their scholars, 103. Their 
exertions and sacriflceson behalf 
of the S tu a rts , 104. See Cam
bridge ; Oxford.

United Provinces. See Holland.

Versailles. See Lewis XIV.

W alker, O bad iah , M aster of Uni
versity College, Oxford; popular 
dislike to him exhibited, 103. 109. 
His sneers a t the conduct of the 
Fellows of M agdalene College,125.

W arner, the aposta te ; becomes 
confessor to Jam es I I . , 54.

Wesley, Sam uel; preaches on the 
D eclaration of Indulgence, 112.

W harton, T hom as; 240.241. Joins 
William of Orange, 300. Supports 
the Whigs in the Convention,412.

— t Philip  Lord; notice of, 834.
W higs; effect of their proceedings 

upon the views of W illiam, 18-25. 
They acknowledge him as their 
ch ie f, 27. T heir plan for settling 
the crown on Jam es’s abdication, 
406. 407. T heir schism  with Dan- 
by’s followers, 423. Their argu
m ent, 424.425. They are  defeated 
in the Lords, 427. The Princess 
Anne acquiesces in their plans,
430. They achieve a victory, 434.
435.

W hite. See Albeville.
W ildm an; Joins the P rince of 

Orange, 264. Proposes to amend 
W illiam’s D eclaration, 267.

William H enry , P rince of Orange 
N assau, afterwards W illiam I I I . ;  
his personal appearance, 1. His 
early life and education, 2.3. His 
theological opin ions,3.4. His mi
litary qua lifica tions^ .6. H is love 
of danger; his bad health , 6. 7. 
Coldness of his m anners, and 
strength of his em otions; his 
M acau la y , H is to ry . U L

friendship for Bentinck, 8— 11. 
His relations with his w ife, the 
Princess Mary, i t .  His anxieties 
as to his future position in Eng
land removed by Burnet, 12. 13. 
His intercourse with Burnet, 16. 
Relations between him and Eng
lish parties, 18. 19. His feelings 
towards England, 19. His feelings 
towards Holland and France, 19—
22. His policy consistent through
out, 24.26. His share in the treaty 
of Augsburg, 27. Becomes the 
bead of the English Opposition, 
27.28. M ordaunl proposes to him 
a descent upon England, 29. He 
rejects the ad vice, 29.30. His hos
tility to the Declaration of Indul
gence, 64. 65. His views respect
ing the English Roman Catholics 
vindicated, 66—71. His protection 
ofB urnet against Jam es’s animo
sity, 73. Growing enmity between 
him and Jam es, 89.90. Russell 
proposes to him a descent on 
England, 216. Invitation to him 
despatched, 22t. His wife ac
quiesces in his views, 222. 223. 
Difficulties of his enterprise, 224 
—227. His skilful management, 
247. His m ilitary and naval 
preparations, 248. 249. He re
ceives numerous assurances of 
support from England, 249. 250. 
His anxieties a t the Juncture, 252. 
He obtains the sanction of the 
States General to his expedition,
262. He chooses Schomberg for 
his lieutenant, 263. 264. His De
claration , 265—267. He takes 
leave of the States G eneral, 278. 
279. He em barks, and is driven 
back by a s to rm , 279. Arrival of 
his D eclaration in E ngland, 280. 
He again sets sail, 283. His voyage, 
283; 284. He lands a t Torbay, 
285. 287. 2S8. He enters Exeter, 
289—294. He is joined by men

30
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of ran k , 298. 300. 308 Cornbury 
deserts to h im , 30t. 302. Ills 
court a t E xe te r, 308 309. Nor
thern insurrection in his favour 
tinder Danby and Devonshire, 
310. 311. Skirmish or bis troops 
at W incanlon, 312. 313. Com
missioners appointed by James 
to treat with h im , 332. Dissen
sions in his cam p, 333. His con
duct on the occasion , 334. His 
interview a t Hungerford with 
the com m issioners, 331. He re 
tires to Llttlecote H all, ib. He 
prevents ltu rnel and Halifax from 
m eeting, 338.339. His proposition 
for an  a rm istice, 339. 340. Im 
pediments to his progress to Lon
d o n , 339. 360. His em barrass
m ent, and schem e for its removal, 
366. 361. He despatches Zulestein 
to Jam es, 363. 369. His court at 
Windsor,310. His troops occupy 
W hitehall, 311. His messago to 
Jam e s , ib. He consents to Jam es 
going to R ochester, 314. His 
arrival a t St. Jam es’s ,  315. 316. 
He is advised to assum e the 
crown by right of conquest, 311. 
318. He calls together the Lords 
aud m em bers of the parliam ents 
of C h arie s ll., 319.380. He orders 
Uarillon to leave E ng land , 383. 
The Lords vote addresses to him, 
383.384. He calls a C onvention; 
his exertions to restore  o rder, 385. 
386. His tolerant policy, 386.387. 
Effect of his policy on Roman 
Catholic powers, 3S8. He receives 
congratulations from Holland, 
393. His rep ly , 394. His care  in 
reference lolheelections,394.395 
Scotland declares for h im , 393. 
396. Scotch lords and gentlemen 
attend him at W hitehall; he 
agrees to their requests, 398. Ile

expostulates with Lovelace, 428. 
He avoids an audience with Cla
rendon, 430. l ie  explains his 
views to the P ee rs , 431. He de
clares against a regency, and 
against Mary's suprem acy , 431. 
432. He and Mary are  declared 
King and Q ueen, 435. He mokes 
the D eclaration of Right, 438-440. 
His le tte r to M ary, 441. He ac
cepts the crow n, 441. 442. He is 
proclaim ed, 442.

W illiam s, S ir W illiam ; Solicitor 
G eneral, 161. 162. His conduct 
on the trial of the B ishops, 194. 
191.200. His baronetcy, 229. He 
attem pts to obtain an audience 
with W illiam , 310. He supports 
the Whigs in the Convention, 412.

W iltsh ire, Charles P a u le t, E arl of, 
264. 410.

W incanton; skirm ish at, 312. 313.
W inchester; opposition of its in

habitants to Jam es's arb itrary  
plans, 153.

Witsen, Nicholas, 394.
W right, Sir R obert; appointed 

Chief Justice  o f the King’s Bench, 
lo t. His conduct on the special 
commission to M agdalene Col
lege, 123.124.

W ycherley, W illiam ; converted to 
Romanism, 32. and note.

Y arm outh , E arl o f; his re tu rns to 
Jam es’s questions to tho m a
gistrates, 148.

Z uleste in ; his em bassy to England 
as envoy between William and 
the English P ro testan ts , 88. He 
is sent io congratulate Jam es on 
the birth  of his so n , 182. He 
carries W illiam’s m essage to 
Jam es, 368. His conversation with 
Jam es, 369.
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