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T h e  C l imate  a n d  the H om e

In G erm an y , as eve ryw here  else ¡ 1 1  the world, the 
m anner  in w hich  homes a re  b u il t  d ep en d s  p r im a r i ly  
on the climate, 0 1 1  the form  of life the people  lead, 
and  on the ir  p a r t ic u la r  characterist ics. A G e rm a n  can 
only  lead the  outdoor life of the south for a very  few 
months in the  year .  H e  needs a shelter  which will 
ad e q u a te ly  p ro tec t  h im  aga ins t  ra in ,  s to rm  a n d  cold. 
As ve ry  few  G erm ans  have  un lim ited  m eans at the ir  
disposal, the m a jo r i ty  of the ir  homes m ust  be erected 
w ithou t  any  lu x u ry  or ex travagance .  T he  expense  of 
hea ting  necessarily  determ ines the  size of the  rooms, 
a n d  they  m ust be a r ra n g e d  close together so that, they  
can be k e p t  w a rm  easily. A m ere  p ro tec t ive  shelter, 
however, is of course not enough. G e rm a n  families 
spend  so m a n y  hours of the y e a r  in  the ir  homes tha t  
it is the ir  n a tu r a l  desire to m ake  this lit t le  w orld  of 
the ir  ow n rea l ly  ideal. T h ey  wish to feel abso lu te ly  
secure w ith in  th e ir  own four  w alls  and , on re tu rn in g  
home a f te r  a  h a rd  d a y ’s w ork, they  like to look fo r­
w a rd  to a p lace  of rest a n d  peacefu l  reunion. If  they 
have to foregather indoors, th e y  at  least w a n t  the ir  
rooms to get as much a ir  and  light and  sun  as possible.
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4 U u a
E veryone  longs for n a tu re  a n d  a s t r ip  of lan d  d irectly  
in  fron t of his  door. T h e y  flock to the se ttlem ents on 
the ou tsk ir ts  of the cities w here  little houses for one 
or tw o  families with p leasan t  gardens  are  be ing  built 
in s tead i ly  increasing  num bers . A sheltered  b a lc o n y  or 
an  a rb o u r  w h ere  fresh a ir  m ay  be en joyed  even on 
ra in y  d ay s  is now to be found almost everyw here.

Heal th y  H om es  for  E v e ry b o d y

T h e  creation  of a  s im ple  home for the  peasan t ,  the 
w orker  a n d  the  industr ious  c itizen is th e  ta sk  most 
w ill ing ly  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  all responsible  persons in 
N a tiona l  Socialist G e rm an y . ,B u re  a ir  a n d  h e a l th y  living 
conditions a re  to p ro d u ce  cap ab le  genera tions of people  
of a positive tu r n  of m ind ; tidiness, cleanliness, and 
freshness a rc  to be the ir  de te rm in ing  impressions from 
a n  ea r ly  age. As m a n y  people  as possible a re  to benefi t  
from im proved  m odern  liv ing conditions. As most 
homes on ly  have  lim ited m eans a t  the ir  disposal, this 
g rea t  ideal of a fu l ly  aw a k e n e d  social consciousness 
a n d  of a n ew  in te rp re ta t io n  of w h a t  is m ean t  b y  a 
s trong  and  vigorous peop le  can  on ly  be ob ta ined  by  
the  sys tem atic  use of all the  techn ica l possibilities 
a t  our disposal, a n d  by  a careful su rvey  of actual 
requirem ents . Consequently ' every  e ffo r t  has been m ade 
to fu r th e r  th is  d u r in g  the  p a s t  tw e n ty  yrears or more. 
U sing the  ou ts tan d in g  reconstruc tive  •work of the 
“D eu tscher  W erk b u r id ” as a basis, arch itec ts , artisans.
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industr ia lis ts ,  and  in p a r t ic u la r  the housing  au thorit ies  
a rc  doing  the ir  u tm ost to p rov ide  homes a n d  fu rn i tu re  
of the best ty p e  for ev e rybody  — tha t  is, a t  a  ve ry  low 
price. A recent exh ib it ion  in G e rm a n y  of household 
fu rn i tu re  of good w o rk m an sh ip  a t  p rices  of “un d er  
RM 500“ p e r  suite po in ts  to the  success of these efforts. 
Ill housebu ild ing  also, a  h igh  level of organ iza t ion  and  
econom y w as  reached  a f te r  the  G re a t  W a r  a n d  espec­
ia lly  so since the  N ational-Socia lis t  revolution. M ean­
w hile  eve ry  G e rm a n  is be ing  enligh tened  on these 
m atters  p a r t ic u la r ly  b y  the  press, in o rder  th a t  his 
taste m a y  be t r a in e d  a n d  h is  feeling  for ar t is t ic  form, 
technica l thoroughness a n d  p ro p e r  w o rk m an sh ip  d e ­
veloped. This  will h e lp  h im  to have  a c lear conception 
of th e  ty p e  of hom e w h ich  will conform to his ideals, 
his p u rse  and  his p rac t ica l  requirem ents.

T h e  N e m  S im p le  S ty l e  o f  F urn i tu re

In  those homes w hich  a re  becom ing m ore and  
more genera l in  G e rm a n y  today, a rea l ly  modern 
sp ir i t  is ch a rac te r is t ica l ly  com bined w ith  all th a t  is best 
in G e rm an  trad it ion . T h e  u rg en t  desire to b r in g  about 
h e a l th y  reform s and  to reconstruc t  life 0 1 1  a  new  and  a 
h e a l th y  basis has  p a v e d  the w ay  for s im p le r  forms. The 
large  p a r t  p la y e d  in  our lives b y  techn ica l  science com ­
pels the designers of homes a n d  fu rn i tu re  to com pete  
w ith  the precision of technical p roducts . H owever, the ir  
leanings tow ard s  a p u re ly  technical s ty le  are  success­
fu lly  checked b y  the  rea liza tion  th a t  the true sources
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of th e  life of every  na t io n  a re  to  be found  in a h ea l th y  
peasan t  stock. M an ’s close link  w ith  the  soil on w hich  
lie lives is to d a y  so m uch a  p a r t  of everyone’s creed 
(hat even the  best norm al G erm an  c i ty  homes have 
a touch  of ru s t ic  s im p lic i ty  abou t them, which  con­
nects them  tan g ib ly  w ith  t h a t  p a r t  of the  co u n try  in 
w hich  they  h a p p e n  to be s itua ted . T h is  rus tic  element 
is su p p o r ted  b y  tw o fu r th e r  factors, by  the  ever in ­
creasing respect felt fo r  old G e rm a n  c ra f tsm an sh ip  
w ith  its unassum ing  ab il i ty  an d  skill, 0 1 1  the  one hand , 
a n d  on the  o ther  h a n d  b y  th e  spo rtsm an like  a n d  m ar t ia l  
sp ir i t  of m odern  G e rm a n y  w hich  has  no use for a n y ­
th ing  w hich  is not s im ple, generous, or p rac tica l .  — 
Each of the  d e te rm in ing  factors enu m era ted  above has  
its own ethical value. Therefo re  the  con tr ibu tion  which 
G e rm a n y  offers to E u ro p e a n  hom e cu l tu re  to d ay  is a 
h a p p y  synthesis  a ris ing  out of these e th ica l qualit ies;  
it  consists of fu rn i tu re  a n d  rooms h a v in g  genuine  and 
unassum ing  characteristics .

T h e  H o m e  as E n v ir o n m en t

1lie revival of G erm an  na tiona l life 0 1 1  a com­
ple te ly  new7 basis, a n d  its pass iona te  devotion to great 
political a n d  social ideals  led also to a  m ore m arked  
con tras t  betw een  the e te rna l  opposites in n a tu re ;  the 
m an becam e m ore m an ly , the w om an  m ore w om anly ;  
the r ights  of leadersh ip  a n d  followers becam e more 
p ronounced ; w ork  a n d  leisure becam e more clearly  
defined  and, in p ropo rt ion  as increased m ight an d  a
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desire for a d eq u a te  rep resen ta t ion  was reflec ted  in the 
n ew  governm en ta l  building's, so the home itself became 
sim pler  and cosier. Its ancient san c t i ty  h ad  been 
rcsiored b y  the recognition that (he f a m ily  is the nucleus 
of the na tion ;  desp ite  the raw  political a tm osphere  in 
the w orld  outside, the  home becam e a p lace of seclusion 
a n d  personal in tim acy . T h is  ten dency  w as of course 
su p p o r te d  by the special hom e-m aking  faculties of the  
G erm an  m other  and  father , as well as by  the architect 
a n d  fu rn i tu re  designer. By choosing good p roport ions  
and colours, b y  a  careful division of the  availab le  
space  and a  due considera tion  for light, a rch itec ts  are 
now designing homes fitted to be the ideal su rround ings  
for h a p p y  fam ily  life — a t  the same tim e the fu rn i tu re  
designers s u p p ly  all that is requ ired  to m ake the rooms 
homely, vivid, harm onious  a n d  easy  to run. T h e  result 
is by  no m eans on ly  a ta s te fu l ly  designed in terior  — 
it is r a th e r  a p lace w ith  w hich  ihe in h a b i ta n ts  can 
in d en t i fy  themselves and  become in t im ate ly  familiar. 
T he  room is the env ironm ent which alm ost becomes a 
p a r t  of ourselves, w h ich  a d a p ts  itse lf  to us, renders  us 
p rac tica l  service and  m akes us feel as we w a n t  to feel 
— at the sam e time it is the m ed ium  and  the echo 
of all  those good impulses w h ich  are  to guide ourselves 
and  our family.

Noth ing  Umiecessa 17/

An o rder ly  furn ish ing  of small rooms presen ts  its 
problems, there fo re  cer ta in  w ell-know n p r in c ip les  will 
a lw ay s  have  to be observed. The d in ing -tab le  w ith  its
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C o mb in ed  ki t chen a nd  l iv ing- room Re id i she i i n s t ä t tenani t ,  Ber l i n





Bed room Bauberatinigsstelle. Stuttgart



Part of a peasant room Bauberatungsstelle, Stuttgart



Kitchen in a  w o r k e r ’s s e t t l emen t 11. A. Bu rga  i d  t, Düs se ldo r f



A peasant room Bauberatungsstelie, S luttgail



Living-room. Baube ra tungss te l le .  S tu t t ga r t



A peasan t  room. Archi t ekt  H o lz h am m er  and  Ard i i t ek t  Zei t ler



B ov ’s room A rd i i t ek t  Wi lke sma nn ,  Ber l i n



chairs  will a lw ay s  tend  to be p laced  un d er  th e  hanging  
lam p in the cen tre  of the room, or in fron t of the 
sofa, o r  in  the corner b y  the w indow ; the s ideboard 
will genera l ly  be som ew here n e a r  the door of the  room. 
The n a tu ra l  p lace  for the  chest of d raw ers  is against 
a short  wall, and  the two beds in the p r in c ip a l  bedroom 
will genera lly  occupy a main wall. As all this leaves 
little scope for a creative imagination. G erm an  a rc h i ­
tects a re  p a r t ic u la r ly  anx ious  to avoid  overcrow ding 
the rooms. T hey  have  taken u p  arm s against  every th ing  
th a t  is unnecessary  and  against the g igantic  pieces of 
fu rn i tu re  which almost c rushed  life  itself out of their 
owners, and  m ade  th e  room a p p e a r  as if it were d e ­
signed for the fu rn i tu re  alone. N oth ing  in the room 
is a llowed to occupy  more space  than  is s tr ic tly  
necessary. C u p b o a rd s  a re  m ade  as shallow  as possible 
and  thus have  p leas ing  lines, the ir  inside space  is p la n ­
ned w ith  th e  g rea test  care  so th a t  each shelf  has  its 
special purpose . No unnecessary  m oney  is sp en t  on 
m ateria ls  so th a t  fu rn i tu re  prices  m a y  be k e p t  low, 
while ap p ro v ed  m ethods of construction  g u aran tee  
du rab il i ty .  A ustere  p r im a ry  forms a re  chosen which 
prov ide  scope for im ag ina tion  a n d  good taste. L ight- 
coloured fu rn i tu re  is p re fe red  in a p la in  a n d  sim ple 
style  in o rder  to avoid  d a rk  shadow s in th e  rooms. 
G rea t  a t ten tion  is pa id  to its u t i l i ty  and  its su i tab ili ty  
for com m unity  life, since fu rn i tu re  m ust a lw ays  be 
the se rvan t  of m an. Such fu rn i tu re  as w e now have 
has been d u b b e d  ‘‘the com rade  of the  hom e” in  G er ­
many. T he  home is fu rn ished  w ith  a n u m b e r  of good 
pieces of fu rn i tu re  belonging to no def in ite  pe r iod  but
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yet  designed for the ir  original function. T hey  a re  th e re ­
fore easily  r e a r ra n g ed  ■when w an ted ,  or in  case of re ­
m oval to a new  home. A t  the sam e time, the  add i t io n  of 
a n y  fu rn i tu re  of a s im ila r  s ty le  is a s im ple  m atter .

C are fu l  Uti lization o f  Ava i lab le  Space

As the  n o rm a l  home m igh t still a p p e a r  sm all in 
ac tu a l  space  and the  n u m b e r  of its rooms, G e rm an y  
is also sy s tem atica lly  following up  o ther  possibilities ol 
ex ten d in g  the  m odest four w alls  of the  home. I m ­
p o r ta n t  p rogress  has  been  m ade  in  two directions, a l ­
though  both  involved a considerab le  change in the 
cu s to m ary  m a n n e r  of living. O n the one h and ,  the 
d raw ing-room , w h ich  h a d  never h a d  a n y  rea l s ign i­
f icance in  th e  average  home a n d  w as  only  required  
for social en te r ta in m e n t  on a  large  scale, was a b a n ­
doned  and , on the o ther  hand ,  the  arch itec ts  defin ite ly  
took into considera tion  the use of rooms for a double 
purpose ,  a use to w h ich  th ey  h a d  a l re a d y  been pu t 
in p ractice .  Th is  double  use a p p l ie d  p r in c ip a l ly  to the 
bedrooms a n d  the  k itchen . T h e  k i tch en  w as  turned  
into a com bined living-room  a n d  k itchen , a ’’k itchen- 
living-room.“ w ith  a  com fortab le  p lace  w here  meals 
could  be  served, a n d  p leas ing  fu rn i tu re ;  the  bedroom 
had  to become a  room w h ich  w as also ava ilab le  d u r ing  
the day . A  n u m b e r  of s im ila r  solutions a re  common 
e veryw here  today. A  corner w here  the  m other can 
w ork  is v e ry  often found  in  the  p a re n ts '  bedroom,
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w hils t  the bedroom of tlie ch ild ren  offers  o p p o r tun it ie s  
for w ork  and  p lay . In o rder to save space, the beds 
a re  of ten  a r ra n g e d  in sleep ing-car fash ion  one above 
the other, or th ey  a re  of the fo ld ing  ty p e  t h a t  can  be 
h idden  in a recess or beh ind  a  cu rta in .  Such a solution 
is often p re fe red  to d a y  b y  unm arr ied  business people  
who arc  out all day . I f  possible, the bed is a r ranged  
in an alcove a n d  some su itab le  corner is u ti l ized  as a 
m in ia tu re  k itchen . F or  the same reason the sofa in 
the l iving-room  is of ten  rep laced  b y  a  f la t  couch. It 
m a y  serve as a sp a re  bed for visitors, a n d  saves an  
e x t ra  bed. W herever the bedroom s and  the k i tchen  
a rc  used for the ir  o r ig inal p u rp o se  only, th e y  a re  de­
signed 0 1 1  a small cab in-like  scale. In the case of the 
k itchen  th is  requ ires  a  carefu l s tu d y  of the d iffe ren t  
w ork ing  processes, b u t  the co-operation  of housewives, 
a rch itec ts , p lu m b ers  and  fu rn i tu re  designers has  led to 
final and  h a p p y  solutions in this respect also.

T h e  Large Lining-Room a n d  the H om e  

o f  the Peasant

All this ca re fu l ly  p la n n e d  econom y centres in the 
in ten tion  of p ro v id ing  even the  most m odest home w ith  
a t  least one room of a more p ronounced  charac ter ,  th a t  
is, the  ac tu a l  living-room. This  room, w hich  should  
a lw ay s  be a iry  and  su i tab ly  w arm , is the p r in c ip a l  
fea tu re  a n d  in m a n y  instances now an  established fac t 
in the design of G e rm a n  homes. I t  is the room in which
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the fam ily  meets. I ts  size in itself m akes  it the true 
cen tre  of the home and  ind ica tes  t h a t  it  is m e a n t  for 
la rge  families. I t  shows th a t  the  la rge  fam ily ,  tin; 
fam ily  w i th  m a n y  children, has  become the  g rea t  wish 
an d  desire of most peop le  in m odern  G erm an y .  A t  the  
sam e time it expresses  the  wishes of peop le  who will 
not be sa tisfied  for ever with c ram p ed  conditions, bu t 
w ho a re  w illing to save in o rder  to secure a t  least 
som ething of tha t b re a th in g  space  a n d  freedom of m ove­
m ent w hich  is theirs by right.

A large living-room h a d  a lw ay s  been a n  established 
fea ture  of a G erm an  p easan t  home. T h e  question  of 
the a r ra n g e m en t  of its fu rn i tu re  w as  therefore  solved 
m an y  y ears  ago. Th is  room, in fact, has  now  become 
in m a n y  senses a  m odel for the  m ain  room in the  
average  G erm an  home. O u r  large p e a s a n t ’s room a l ­
w ays has two centres - the first is th e  stove which 
is erected  aga ins t  an inside  wall h a v in g  its b ack  to 
the k itchen  from w h ere  the  stove is heated , the second 
being the corner bench under  the w indows. T he  movable  
fu rn i tu re  of the room is g rouped  a ro u n d  these two focal 
points. N ea r  the stove we f ind  benches, couches or com ­
for tab le  arm chairs .  T h e  d in ing -tab le  a n d  chairs  arc  
found in ihc w in d o w  corner ro u n d  which  ru n s  the 
w indow -scai. Sometimes a cupboard  or th e  like s tands  
next to this seat. T h is  a r ran g em en t  of the  fu rn i tu re  
creates two d is tinc tive  un its  w ith in  the room w hich  serve 
d if fe ren t  pu rposes  a n d  on ly  ta k e  u p  a  fraction  of the 
floorspacc. leav ing  the  inm ates  p le n ty  of room to move, 
all the m ore so since the  o ther  eq u ipm en t,  such as bu il t-  
in  cupboards ,  a s tan d in g  clock a n d  the like, o f ten  form



p a r t  of the  w ainsco ting  of the  walls. In  v iew  of the 
s tead i ly  increasing  inc lination to copy  the style of 
c i ty  homes in the country ,  the  genuine  p e a sa n t  room 
w as in d a n g e r  un til  recen tly  of d is a p p e a r in g  a ltogether  
— and it was for this reason th a t  the N ational-Socialis t 
m ovem ent devoted p a r t ic u la r  a t ten tion  to it. The 
c o u n try  people  were taught to recognize again the p a r ­
t icu la r  d ig n i ty  of their  fu rn i tu re  and household e q u ip ­
ment, and  the  two p r in c ip a l  centres of their  living 
room w ere  m ade  as a t t rac t iv e  as possible. F u rn i tu re  
designers were  encouraged  to m a k e  benches, tables, 
c u p b o a rd s  a n d  presses of solid and well-seasoned wood 
g row n in G e rm a n y  to hold the trousseau of the' p easan t  
b ride ;  old and  tested com binations of wood were chosen, 
and  p r im it ive  forms and  outlines were  recalled to life. 
In  the sam e w a y  the h eav y  tiled stove was restored 
to  its p lace  of honour, as well as the old k in d s  of floor 
coverings and  the  m ulti-coloured p e a sa n t  p a t te rn s  for 
tex tile  goods. B right colours and  h ea l th y  vigour were 
thus m ade the basis for the new  home of the peasan t 
a n d  also for homes in sm aller  settlements. In  the la t te r  
the  beds w i th  the ir  g a i ly  coloured cu r ta in s  a rc  often 
accom m odated  in recesses m ade b y  the  slope of the roof. 
I his a t ten t io n  p a id  to old p e a sa n t  customs is b y  no 

m eans a fash ionable  re tu rn  to the prim itive , such as 
could  be observed in the  p ro d u c ts  of m a n y  countries on 
the occasion of the W orld  E xh ib it ion  in P a r is  in 1937. 
T h e  best p roof  of this is the  fac t that we have  peasant 
fu rn i tu re  and  p easan t  homes in  G e rm a n y  to d ay  which 
conform  to the genera l s tyle  of homes an d  are  d is t in ­
guished from city  homes on ly  because they  arc  a d a p te d  
to ihc  requ irem en ts  and  the p a r t ic u la r  ch a rac te r  of the

29



peasant. T h is 'n e w  sty le  of peasan t  home, w hich, takes 
due  account of ihe change  in  the p easan t  himself, is 
coming more and  more to the fore.

G rouping

The ideas which, vice versa, the  p easan t  home 
suggested for the c ity  home arose in the first instance  
from ih e  d is tinc tive  g roup ing  of the fu rn i tu re  in  the 
p easan t  living-room, from  th e  a r ra n g e m en t  of two cen­
tres ro u n d  the w in d o w  scat and  the  stove, from  the  
bu ilt- in  cupboards ,  and  f ina l ly  from the feeling of com­
fort w h ich  w as so charac te r is t ic  of the  p easan t  home. 
W herever the  size of s im ple  G erm an  living-rooms p e r ­
mits, it is becoming more a n d  m ore genera l to g roup  
the p r in c ip a l  pieces of fu rn i tu re  round  cer ta in  po in ts  
w ith in  the  room. T he  d in ing  table  takes  its place, by  
preference , in a corner: even w hen  m eals a rc  u su a l ly  
served in the  k i tchen-liv ing-room , a d in ing  table  su r ­
rounded  b y  benches and chairs  is p rovided  for the  e n te r ­
ta in m en t  of casual visitors. O f ten  th is  p a r t  of the  wall 
is pane lled  to m atch . T h e  a rm c h a ir  a t  the w indow  has 
book-slidves. a read in g  lam p, and some footstools close 
by  to w h ich  m a y  be  added  a flow er s ta n d  or some 
decora tive  indoor p lan t .  T h e re  is also a s trong  in­
clination  to p lace  a small cupboard  or tea-w agon or a 
wireless set n e x t  to the sofa, and  su rp r is in g  sacrifices 
a rc  m ade for the tiled stove a n d  the  com fortab le  chairs  
it requires. In general,  such a stove is too e x t ra v a g a n t
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for tv single m edium -sized room, and it is therefore  m os t ly  
designed to heat ad jo in ing  rooms or rooms on the first 
floor as well. These rooms can  then  do ■without a. sep ­
a ra te  stove, which a r ran g em en t  meets the general desire 
to save as much space  as possible.

A  Sensible  S ta n d a rd  

b u t  no U n i fo rm i ty

There was no in tention of p rescr ib ing  a severe and 
un ifo rm  ty p e  of sofa and  a rm ch a irs  for the n ew  G er­
m an  hom e an d  espec ia lly  for tlie fu rn i tu re  g rouped  
a ro u n d  the stove. In consequence of the g ro up ing  of 
fu rn i tu re  the  room will a lw ay s  a p p e a r  o rd e r ly  and  
harm onious, therefore  one m a y  well ven tu re  to include 
s e p a ra te  pieces of fu rn i tu re  of d is t inc tly  d iffe ren t  styles 
upho ls te red  in various ways. The fun d am en ta l  types  
a re  now  so c lear ly  defined, they  are  all d istinguished 
by the ir  expression of s im ple  technical and hu m an  
honesty, that even com ple te ly  d if fe ren t  pieces lit h a r ­
m oniously into the home, w hile  at the same time a 
new  element of freedom  and va r ie ty  is exh ib ited . The 
ind iv iua l  no te  and  spon taneous  g roup ing  of these s e p ­
a ra te  pieces em phasize  the com para tive ly  large space  
■which, the room allows for ou r  movement, and perm it  
us to recognize the ir  p leasing freshness in con tras t  to 
the o therw ise more severe furn iture .  The  absence of 
a n y  a t te m p t  a t  conform ing  to a  p a t te rn  p e rm its  less 
im p o r ta n t  features to be added , such  as a shelf, a stool,
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a b ird-cage, a w a s le p a p e r  baske t  of ra f f ia  work, or 
die like. T h e  d a n g e r  of subsequen t overcrow ding  is 
e ffec tively  checked b y  the  good tas te  a l re a d y  p reva il ing  
in most new  G erm an  homes. T h e  walls  a re  p a p e re d  
in light colours or a re  pane lled , a n d  are  h u n g  w ith  
on ly  a few  p leas ing  pic tures . T h e  large  w indow s have  
cu r ta in s  w hich  let in p le n ty  of light, and a t t rac t iv e  bu t 
sim ple lam ps are  p rovided . In  genera l there  is so much 
unconscious d ign ity  and so much commonsense and  
homeliness in the home of even the  s im plest G erm an  
fam ily  th a t  there  is often  no longer a n y  fu n d am en ta l  
d if ference  betw een  the homes of th r i f ty  fam ilies living 
in se tt lem ents  and  those of la rger  means. A rch i­
tects a n d  designers of homes — not un like  those in 
F ran ce  — take  a special p r id e  in designing homes p a r ­
ticu la r ly  su ited  for special ra n k s  a n d  professions, ye t  
it no t in f req u en t ly  h a p p e n s  th a t  desp ite  the ir  genera lly  
so successful efforts, a b ra in  w orker ,  fo r  instance, m ay  
b u y  fu rn i tu re  w hich  w as  orig ina lly  designed lo r  an  
a rtisan , s im p ly  because  he canno t f ind  a n y th in g  else 
which a p p e a ls  to h im  in the  sam e p r ice  range. T hus  
the so lidar i ty  of National-Socia lis t  G e rm a n y  is e x ­
pressed even in this n ew ly  acqu ired  sim ilarity . A n d  yet 
the u n m is tak ab ly  s im ilar  tendency  in all m odern  G e r ­
man homes is not b o ugh t a t  the  p r ice  of un iform ity .  
That w ould  be w holly  impossible in view  of the t r a ­

ditional charac ter is tics  of ihc num erous  G erm an  regions 
which h ave  been even more em phasized  since N ational 
Socialism cam e to  power. T h e  region of the Lower 
Rhine w ith  its n e a t ly  tiled rooms, the  N or th  of G e r ­
m a n y  w ith  its severe oak fu rn i tu re ,  the  snug  Black 
Forest, w here  every th in g  is m ade  of local w arm  ¡tine-



wood. B avaria ,  (lie o ther  large t im bered  region, with 
its ga i ly  coloured furn itu re ,  its p a in te d  cu p b o ard s  and 
its curved outlines of baroque  design, S w ab ia  w ith  its 
clean comfort, the old cu ltu re  of the V iennese district,  
the T yro l  w ith  its cha rac te r is t ic  an d  fruga l  inhab itan ts  
— all these gu a ran tee  rich varie ty ,  even when a uniform 
p r inc ip le  in the  fu rn ish in g  of rooms is observed, and 
prove aga in  and  again w ha t  a r ich  d ivers i ty  of life 
a large na tion  is able  to provide.

I he refusal on the p a r t  of the  G erm an  architects  
and  designers of fu rn i tu re  to bow  to the w him s of 
fashion is also a p o in t  th a t  should  not be overlooked. 
I he functionalism  of a  Lc Corbusier, the eccentric ity  

of so m an y  o ther  E uropean  designers is f irm ly  com­
b a ted  b y  a  commonsense a t t i tu d e  w hich  no doub t has 
a fu tu re  far  b eyond  the G erm an  borders: it is not
by chance  t h a t  the  conform ity  w ith  S w eden  is so u n ­
m istakable . th a t  co u n try  w h ich  is a m aste r  in the 
designing of homes. T h e  G e rm a n  a t t i tu d e  is unob trusive  
and la rge-hearted , it has n o th in g  p ro g ram m atiea l  about 
it. such as the w ork  of V ictor Bourgeois, the  Belgian. 
O ccas iona lly  it resembles r a th e r  the  p rac tica l  comfort 
of the  A m erican  fu rn i tu re  of H ow e A Lescaze and 
others. A s p la in  and  good fu rn i tu re  is now genera lly  
p re fe red  th roughou t G erm any , the  sh a rp  contrast  b e ­
tween the  s im ple  and  th e  well-to-do home has d is­
ap p ea red .  In th is  respect,  too, m uch  g rea te r  u n ifo rm ity  
has been achieved and the tw o ty p es  resemble each 
o ther  fa r  m ore than  th ey  differ. This  does not. h o w ­
ever. p reven t  the G erm an  lead ing  class from po in ting



the w a y  in  the creation of model homes in th is  style, 
it on ly  em phasizes  the fact tha t  they  a re  doing so.

T h e  E x a m p le  set b y  the Homes  o f  the  

Leading Classes

W herever  u p p e r  classes p ro p e r ly  fulfil the respon­
sibilities w h ich  a rc  theirs  in the nation  to w hich  they 
belong, they  do not only  tak e  the  lead in politics, 
science and  in d u s t ry  but th ey  m ust also visibly reflect 
the h ighest form  of their  n a t io n ’s cu ltu re  in the  social 
si tic of th e ir  p r iv a te  lives. T h ey  should  c rea te  su r ­
roundings for themselves which  reflec t the w ide  range 
an d  the influence of the spheres  w h ich  th ey  adm in is te r  
and should secure for themselves the  necessary  con­
ditions for a pe rfec t  execu tion  of the ir  excep tiona l  mis­
sion — a  p lace  for th e ir  social en te r ta in m en ts  where 
they can  have  th a t  exchange  of ideas w h ich  is a vital 
necessity for them, a fi t t ing  b ack g ro u n d  for the ir  work 
and  a d istinguished  home for the few hours of r e la x ­
ation left to them  in the ir  in t im a te  fam ily  circle. It is 
a m a tte r  of course tha t ,  at the sam e time, they  should 
set an e x a m p le  a n d  lead the w a y  in the genera l s ta n d ­
a rd  of living. T h e ir  courage a n d  the ir  w ide  outlook 
cause them  to dem and  more of the a r t is t  and  the 
ar t isan , just as th ey  d em an d  more of themselves and. 
since they  a re  accustom ed to bring ing  large  pro jec ts  to 
a successful issue and have  the necessary  m eans at their  
disposal, th e y  are  able  to rea lize  the ir  wishes. A cco rd ­
ing ly  they  a rc  the  first to a d a p t  the ir  homes to modern
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Ent r an ce I’rof. I’’. A. Breul i aus



A spacious room H. Eitel ,  S tu t t ga r t



Dining-room Prof.  B ru no  Paul .  Ber l in



Music-room Prof .  Noihe l f e r ,  Ber l i n



Co rn e r  by  a w indow II. Po mm er ,  N ü r n b e r g



Bed room J. Behringer, Schwaigern



Room d iv ided  into sect ions R. von Steinbüchel ,  Bei l in



conditions; here  these conditions f ind  an  expression 
w hich, w ith in  reasonable  limits, m a y  serve as a n  e x ­
am p le  for tlie rest of the com m unity .

Technical Progress a n d  the El iminat ion  

of  the  Unsui table

T h e  p a r t  p la y e d  b y  the  lead ing  classes in  the  re ­
form of homes in genera l  can  h a rd ly  be over-estim ated 
in G erm any . In  close co-opera tion  w ith  a rch itec ts  and 
technical engineers, the well-to-do classes have  per-  
s is ten tly  t ra in ed  c ra f tsm en  a n d  in d u s t ry  in  the  com ­
fortab le  eq u ipm en t of a home, a n d  have u rg ed  them 
to adh e re  to a s ta n d a rd  of the highest qua li ty .  T h e  large 
G erm an  tow n house, the su b u rb an  villa  a n d  th e  coun try  
house have, since the  tu rn  of the cen tu ry , been the 
scenes of countless ex p e r im en ts  in the most su itab le  
form of l iv ing  a n d  h ave  th u s  fu lf i l led  an  im p o r tan t  
social task. But the  ex per ience  th u s  ga ined  has  only 
qu ite  recen tly  been p laced  at the d isposal of the nation 
in general,  now  th a t  the  rev o lu t io n a ry  revival of 
na tional life has  caused  the  techn ica l  eng ineer a n d  the  
c ra f tsm an  to conform  to c lea r ly  def ined  social haws and 
laws of taste. W e  often  forget w h a t  an  enorm ous 
am oun t of techn ica l  o rgan iza t ion  w as necessary  before 
new  ideas could be in troduced  into the  home of the 
small settler. W e  a rc  re fe r r in g  in the  f irs t  instance 
to ve ry  s im ple  things, so im p o r ta n t  nevertheless for 
the b e a u ty  of a home, such as the  re p la c in g  of ugly 
V enetian  b linds b y  revolving shu t te rs  or m ore p r im i­
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tive h inged  shutters , to the invisible laying of electric 
cables a n d  conduits  inside the walls, to inconspicuous 
light sw itches an d  concealed plugs, to the im proved  
lay ing  of s tove-pipes, the  f ix in g  of rad ia to rs  u n d e r ­
nea th  w indow s or beh in d  decora tive  casings, to fitted 
basins in  the bedrooms, to a more a t trac t iv e  fo rm  for 
all  s a n i ta ry  f i ttings and  to g round  p la n s  allow ing  for 
a w ell- l igh ted  b u t  not too spacious staircase, as well 
as for ve randahs , recesses for bu il t- in  cupboards,  etc. 
D ow n to the  h a n d le  on the door an d  the bolt on the 
w indow  every  little deta il  h ad  to be g iven a new  form. 
All th is  h a d  to be p la n n e d  a n d  executed  at some time 
or another, and  G erm any , whose e le trical in d u s try  — to 
quote  one instance  — has a lw ays  been pre-em inent, could 
take  a  lead ing  p a r t  in th is  reconstructive  work.

E ach  of these technical im provem ents  will s im plify  
housework. H ence  th ey  will  f irs t  of all b enefi t  the 
domestic  w orkers  in  large  households, and  in  the  long 
run, too, the  h a rd -w o rk in g  housew ife  in the smallest 
home, rite new  style of fu rn ish ing  has  h ad  an  equally  
benefic ia l  influence. In form er times w h e n  the sim ple 
m an m odelled  his home on tha t  of the well-to-do, he 
crow ded it w ith  th ings w h ich  m ean t  no th ing  to him. 
T o d a y  the  w ell-to-do G erm an  home contains  m ain ly  
objects w h ich  conform to the  eommonsense s tan d a rd  
an d  a re  therefo re  rea l ly  w orth  im ita ting . All th is  r e ­
veals a  l ively  sense of re sponsib il i ty  a n d  an  obvious 
desire  of jo in ing  h an d s  w ith  the  lower classes. The 
well-to-do G e rm a n  home to d a y  is designed on sim pler  
lines th a n  need be w h en  w e  consider its t rad it iona l  
lu x u ry  a n d  the  m eans a t  its disposal, s im p ly  because
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its owners a re  conscious of the fac t  th a t  it  will inev it­
ab ly  be used  as a m odel b y  others. To some ex ten t  
c e r ta in ly  th ey  a re  also aw a re  th a t  this g rea te r  s im p li­
c ity  xvi 11 in d irec t ly  benefit  themselves a n d  they  desire 
it for this reason. T he  a im  of eve ry  m odern  well-to-do 
home in G e rm a n y  is to p la n  its rooms w ith o u t  an  u n ­
necessary  d isp lay  of sp lendour, a t  the  sam e time 
a l low ing  them  to exp ress  the  e leva ted  s ta t ion  of the ir  
ow ners and  to r a d ia te  the a tm osphere  of a  cultiva ted  
home w ith o u t  a n y  e m p ty  artif ice.

W here  a  fine feeling for  fo rm  exists, s im p lic i ty  will 
a lw ay s  a p p e a r  elegant, in  fac t it  is the  rea l  secret of 
d istinction. F o r  th is  reason th e  re tu rn  to the  sim ple 
line in fu rn i tu re  a n d  the e lim ination  of all ob trusive  
technical f i ttings has  con tr ib u ted  m uch  tow ard s  p e r ­
fecting  the  b e a u ty  of the  w ell-to-do G erm an  home. 
T echn ica l  p rogress has  s im plif ied  the  p la n n in g  of spaces 
a n d  surfaces. B y  e l im ina ting  ev e ry th in g  th a t  is un- 
neccessary, each room becomes more in d e p e n d e n t  and  
more clearly  defined  a n d  m ore scope is given to rea lly  
a r t is t ic  decoration. This  excellen t technical eq u ipm en t 
of the  w ell-to-do hom e is, of course, not a  G erm an  
prerogative ,  a n d  is sha red  by  all cu l tu red  nations, b u t  
G e rm a n y  has m ade  use of the  a d v a n ta g e  it  offers in 
h e r  own p a r t ic u la r  w ay . She has  p ro d u ced  s ta te ly  
rooms w ith  no  j a r r in g  note, her  s im p lify in g  tendency  
was in sp ired  b y  a rea l  love of s im p lic i ty  and , since 
the N ational-Socia lis t  revolution she has  p u t  a decided 
stop to a n y  com prom ise w ith  the o u tw a rd  a t trac t ions  
of technica l form. M uch  as she respects  th e  w ork  of 
engineers, she docs not w ish to be rem inded  of it too
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open ly  in the home circle. O f  course the  designers 
are  welcome io p rov ide  large  rooms w ith  co rresp o n d ­
ingly large w indows, such as arc  essential for the 
homes of the lead ing  classes — b u t  the rest is left to 
in d iv idua l  taste, w h ich  also has to decide w h e th e r  the 
room shall have  a m onum en ta l  or a more spontaneous 
character .

T h e  S u m p tu o u s  H om e

W h en  a  home is rea l ly  spacious, the re la tion  be­
tween the  fu rn i tu re  a n d  the  size of the room is gen­
e ra l ly  m ore favourab le  th an  in  homes w here  space  is 
restric ted . A few heav y  pieces of fu rn i tu re  can then 
be inc luded  to dom ina te  the  whole  room, as they  often 
do in  castles and ¡ 1 1  ce r ta in  p easan t  rooms in the north. 
T h e  large  house has  p le n ty  of space  to sp a re  for the 
accom m odation of (he sm aller  objects of e v e ry -d ay  use, 
hence they  can  be ban ished  from the  rooms and  re ­
p laced  b y  fu rn i tu re  of a m ore m onum enta l  type . A s a 
feeling for a u th o r i ty  and  the a r t  of bold p la n n in g  is 
g rea t ly  developed  in the G e rm a n y  of today, the  most 
d is tinguished  homes in this co u n try  n a tu ra l ly  m ak e  full 
use of w ha t  these qualit ies  can  offer. T he  d in in g ­
rooms in such homes a rc  fu rn ished  w ith  a  long s ide­
board  tha t  dom inates  one whole wall, w i th  a  broad  
an d  massive c u p b o a rd  for  ch ina  a n d  glass, a large 
d in ing -tab le  an d  the requis ite  n u m b e r  of chairs. In  the  
recep tion  room we f ind a decora tive  f irep lace  su r­
rounded  b y  room y arm chairs ,  n e x t  to or opposite  to it 
s ta n d  w ide  couches w ith  a p p ro p r ia te  tables a n d  sm aller
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chairs, ancl f in a l ly  fa r  hack  in the room, s tan d in g  alone 
a n d  ou tl ined  ag a in s t  the  p la in  wall, there  is the  g rand  
piano. T h e  most e ffec tive  m o n um en ta l  s im p lic i ty  is 
often to he found in  the large  halls w h ich  a re  again 
f ind ing  favour. In m a n y  cases a  d a rk  oak  chest, a 
heavy  table, or a g roup  of cha irs  upho ls te red  in  lea ther 
a re  the  on ly  fu rn itu re .  E x p e r ien ce  has  show n  th a t  the  
cus tom ary  severe outline  of m odern  fu rn i tu re  a t  times 
a p p e a r s  som ew hat h a rsh  and  un inv i t in g  w hen  used for 
la rge  pieces. T h e y  a rc  therefo re  f re q u e n t ly  rep laced  
b y  m ore m agnif icen t pieces of the best G e rm a n  period 
furn itu re ,  or a b road -m in d ed  move is m ad e  to tu rn  
for insp ira t ion , as f a r  as in la id  w o rk  a n d  o u tw a rd  form 
are  concerned, to fine pieces of fu rn i tu re  da t in g  back  
to p rev ious  centuries. Such motives account for the 
re a p p e a ra n c e  of the  po lished  F lem ish  chande lie r  in 
d in ing-room s and  ha lls  a n d  for the  c ry s ta l  chande lie r  
in recep tion  rooms. C a re fu l ly  chosen colours, t r a n s p a r ­
en t curta ins ,  b eau t i fu l  ca rp e ts  a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  
tapestries, the m ak in g  of w h ich  h as  recen tly  been revived 
as a line  art ,  con tr ibu te  tow ard s  rem oving  from these 
“sta te  room s” all t ra ce  of unsu i tab le  preten tiousness  
an d  succeed in restoring  to them  an  a tm osphere  of 
d is t inguished  w arm th .

A lthough  th is  new  G erm an  m an n e r  of fu rn ish ing  
has obviously  rea d o p te d  the  E u ro p e a n  t ra d i t io n  of the  
g ra n d  style, the  in d iv id u a l ly  G e rm a n  note  has  b y  no 
m eans been sacrificed. G e rm a n y  has re cen t ly  recalled  
ce r ta in  o u ts tan d in g  figures of h e r  ow n p a s t  h is to ry  who 
w ere  ve ry  closely l inked  w ith  th a t  a r is toc ra t ic  trad ition . 
It  is moreover on ly  a sign of a closer contact w ith
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our ancestors if o ld-fashioned pieces of fu rn i tu re  are  
a llowed to r e a p p e a r  side b y  side w i th -m o d e rn  ones 
a nd  a rc  even given a p lace  of honour, li should  be 
noted  tha t  even the severest of rooms' is not a llowed 
io become p a r t  of a n y  conventional scheme. T he  fu r ­
nish ing  of a  large room in the g ra n d  s ty le  n a tu ra l ly  
revolves upon its main axes, bu t  in G e rm a n y  sym m etry  
is never so s t r ic t ly  adhered  to as it often is in the 
L atin  countries. Occasion is a lw ays  found for in ­
d ica t ing  the o ther  ty p e  of sym m etry ,  nam ely , the u n ­
conventional, and  in this w ay  an element of G erm an  
freedom of m ovem ent and  an im ation  is re ta ined even 
in the "s ta te  room".

Freedom from  C onven t ion  in the  II eli-io-do 

M iddle  Class Home

A  w h o lly  unconven tiona l a r ran g em en t  of the fu r ­
n itu re  is now  the rule in the r ich ly  furnished p r inc ipa l  
rooms of the well-to-do G erm an  m idd le  class home 
whose chief cha rac te r is t ic  is its comfort. H e re  too, space  
a n d  sub d u ed  forms a re  ihc m ain  aim, a n d  the m onum en­
tal is avoided. A ccord ing ly  the size of the rooms is con­
fined to certa in  limits. T h e ir  sym m etr ica l  a rrangem ent 
is rendered  impossible b y  the fac t th a t  these rooms 
h av e  to serve various purposes , such as reading, e n te r ­
taining. music, etc.; there fo re  the  la rger  pieces of fu r ­
n itu re  must leave room for m a n y  small accessories. I he 
d a n g e r  of a cer ta in  am ount of overcrow ding  cannot 
a lw ay s  be avoided and (his very  fact induced designers
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of in teriors  to crea te  new  and  cha rac te r is t ic  methods 
of fu rn ish ing . T h e y  a d o p te d  m easures  w h ich  on the 
whole a re  s im ila r  to the technical innovations to w hich  
w e h ave  a l re a d y  re fe rred .

T h e  cha rac te r is t ic  fea tu re  of our m ore com fortab le  
m idd le  class homes is th e ir  a t te m p t  to reduce  the 
n um ber  of objects s tan d in g  about the rooms w ithou t 
d ispensing  w ith  a n y th in g  tha t is essential. T he  easiest 
w a y  of doing this is to rep lace  c u p b o a rd s  in bedroom s 
a n d  living-rooms b y  the b u i l t- in  ty p e s  and  b y  in tro ­
d uc in g  shelves w h ich  a rc  a t tach ed  to the  wall. I f  the 
w alls  a rc  pane lled ,  the whole  w a l l  can be used for 
a bu il t- in  cupboard ,  or shallow  cu p b o ard s  a n d  book­
shelves can  be a r ran g ed  next to doors and  windows. 
T h e  space  round the f irep lace  or the ra d ia to r  m ay  be 
u til ized  in the  same w ay . C u p b o a rd s  can  also be a r ­
ranged  to form a recess for a  scat, a n d  in the bedroom 
such a  recess can  be used  for the  b e d  itself. 
T h e  front casing of such buil t- in  c u p b o a rd s  is not a l ­
w ays continuous, it m ay  conta in  open  or glassed-in 
spaces  or a locked portion , beh in d  which, say, a 
w r i t ing - tab le  m ay  be concealed. G re a t  skill is necessary  
to d iv ide  up  th is  su rface  in a convincing m anner. A 
built- in  c u p b o a rd  th a t  takes  up the whole  wall m ay 
often  a p p e a r  r a th e r  too monotonous. T h is  can  be re ­
lieved b y  a l low ing  the bo ttom  of the c u p b o a rd  to p ro ­
jec t in the form  of a long b en ch  u n d e r  w h ich  deep 
shelves a rc  accom m odated . T h e  resu lt  is a  long s tra igh t  
line — an  idea  tha t can  be re p e a te d  e lsew here in the 
room, p a r t ic u la r ly  in the cornier b y  the w ind o w
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w ith  its w indow -sea t  wliere llic m eals a rc  served, or 
in ilic in ten t io n a l ly  pro longed  corner sofas in the re ­
cep t io n  room. T he  m an te lp iece  an d  the  casing of the 
rad ia to rs  a re  often  so a r ran g ed  as to continue  this 
s t ra ig h t  line. T hey  can then be used for small figures, 
shells, cut-glass or o the r  vases etc., a few  of w h ich  
look well w h en  d is t r ib u ted  0 1 1  these f la t  surfaces.

Th is  desire for collective a rran g em en t  results — as 
ii docs in  the  sim ple home — in p lac in g  d if fe ren t  k inds 
of  fu rn i tu re  close together, espec ia lly  low shelves and 
seats, even in p laces  ■where the  w a l l  is long enough 
to accom m odate  each p iece separa te ly .  This implies 
a  n a tu ra l  r e tu rn  to the unconven tiona l solutions which  
h ave  th e ir  orig in  in the  m ain  room of the  G erm an  
p e a s a n t ’s hom e — to the p le a sa n t  free w all  spaces and 
the re la tive  em ptiness  th a t  ch a rac ter ize  these rooms. 
O n ce  an  inconspicuous p lace  h a s  been found  for a 
large n u m b er  of ihe ind iv idua l  pieces of fu rn i tu re  tha t 
fill the m a in  room of the m idd le  class fam ily  or once 
th ey  have been a r ran g ed  in free groups  along the walls, 
the rest of the fu rn i tu re  can be dealt  w ith  a t  will 
w ithou t  ru n n in g  the risk  of d isorder or overcrowding. 
Sm all  objects, tables and  easy  chairs  can  be  accom m o­
d a te d  n ea r  sofa or o ther corners, n ea r  the  w indow -seat 
a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  n e a r  the f ireplace. F irep laces , m ore­
over, have  once more become an ind ispensab le  requisite  
in a  cu l t iv a ted  room, th ey  p ro v e  th a t  G erm an  tech ­
nical skill  is not a lw ay s  to h ave  the  last  w ord, and 
they  rem in d  us of the secret of the h e a r th  a n d  of ev e ry ­
th ing  e lem entary ,  w h ich  to d a y  is honoured  as seldom 
before.

49



Sect ional Furn ish ing  a n d  Space

G ro u p s  of fu rn i tu re  in ■window corners, n e a r  (lie 
stove, in a read in g  corner, etc. arc, as a l r e a d y  sta ted, 
the ru le  in the  s im ple  G e rm an  home of today , and 
they  m u l t ip ly  in n u m b e r  as the home increases in  com ­
fort. T h e  com fortab le  m id d le  class home is now d e ­
velop ing  a new  ch arac te r is t ic  ty p e  of fu rn ish ing  based 
on in d ep en d en t  groups  of fu rn itu re .  T he  en tire  room 
is div ided u p  in to  sections; in the various p a r t s  of it 
d if fe ren t  g roups  of fu rn i tu re  a rc  to be found, some still 
requ ir ing  completion. A  w rit ing- tab le ,  for instance, 
s tan d in g  n e a r  a w in d o w  and  p ro jec ting  into the room, 
or  couches a rran g ed  0 1 1  each side of the f irep lace  requ ire  
some k in d  of finish for the ir  b a re  backs. The  back  
of the w ri t in g  tab le  is there fo re  often  p rov ided  with 
open  shelves for books or b ric -a -b rac ,  w hile  the  seats 
a rc  b ack ed  w ith  low shelves which again  link up  w ith  
an o th e r  section of the  room. Sectional fu rn ish ing  has 
the add i t io n a l  ad v an tag e  th a t  the  sty le  of the fu rn i tu re  
m ay  be v e ry  var ied  w ithou t  a p p e a r in g  promiscuous, 
since each section is an in d ep en d en t  unit. The  freedom 
of such sectional fu rn ish ing  is often  resorted to in 
G erm any ,  bu t the sections are  never  severely defined. 
In o the r  countries  we often  f ind  a  port ion  of a low 
wall or f ixed  p ro jec t in g  shelves be ing  used to form 
these sections — in G e rm a n y  we p re fe r  a mere ind ica ­
tion of the outlines and  avoid  every  k in d  of f ix tu re  
because  w e  w a n t  to leave as m uch as possible of the 
spaciousness of the  rooms a n d  the ir  connection with 
one another.
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A bro ad  level note ru n n in g  th rough  ihc -whole of 
(he well-to-do m idd le  class living-room is considered 
so im p o r ta n t  th a t  every th in g  is done to p rom ote  it. In  
p a r t icu la r ,  all the fu rn itu re ,  pedestals ,  seats, etc. arc 
k e p t  on a low level so as no t to in te r ru p t  th e  open 
space  above them, and  to leave its full effect to ihc 
fu n d am en ta l  outline of the room w ith  its c lear wall 
surfaces. In  o rder  not to obstruc t  the line of sight, even 
the han g in g  lam p  is often  d ispensed w ith  an d  is re ­
p laced  by  a  light let into the ceiling, ind irec t  l igh ting  
a n d  s tan d in g  lam ps. To increase the im pression of 
space, pa le  and  indef in ite  colours a re  chosen for the 
walls and  curta ins , an d  light-coloured -wood, high polish 
and  light-coloured covers for the fu rn itu re .  D a rk  p ic ­
tures an d  h e a v y  fram es  a re  avoided, for they  would 
only  m a rk  the limits of the  room. P refe rence  is given 
to d e lica te ly  coloured p ic tu res  w ith  large surfaces  and 
n a rro w  fram es w hich  alm ost merge into the wall. O n ly  
on excep tiona l  occasions is the whole room lighted  at 
night: in general,  people  forega ther  in ihc light shed 
by  a single lam p  in o rder to become conscious of the 
d im  su rro u n d in g  space.

T h e  House as O n e  H armonious  W hole

As a  final expression  of this desire for large open 
spaces, the  w indow s of large G erm an  rooms arc  a r ­
ranged to f ram e wide views of the  ga rden  or the 
coun trys ide  a n d  m ak e  these p a r t  of the home. S lid ing  
window's a re  used on the  ground-floor, a n d  large  doors 
open out on to balconies, grass p lo ts  or cou r tya rds

51



whose stone or b r ick  pavement, is often con tinued  in 
the  room or even th roughou t the  wolc house. A t  times 
even the divisions of the  inside  rooms a re  h a r d ly  d e ­
fined. I t  is not so m uch  a  t r a d i t io n a l  range  of rooms 
th a t  is a im ed  at, b u t  a  rea l  g ro up ing  of space, w ith  
a nu m b er  of d if fe ren t  perspec tives  an d  inexhaustib le  
surprises. As the w hole  house is w a rm e d  b y  central 
heating, th e  vestibule, the  ha ll  and  even th e  s ta irs  can 
be inc luded  in the genera l scheme a n d  the  d iffe ren t  
floors a re  th u s  l in k ed  together. T he  whole  house right 
up to (he attics, w h ich  h ave  also been n e w ly  discovered, 
gives the  im pression of a  single unit,  of a  l iv ing whole 
w ith  la rge r  and  sm aller  spaces a r t is t ica l ly  b ro u g h t  into 
h a rm o n y  w ith  one another, all g iv ing p roof  of the 
c lear ly  def ined  horizons, the  steadfastness , the  inner  
repose and  the  distinction  of its inhab itan ts .
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