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Southward and westward chemical in-
dustry steers its course. Stimulated
by war demands, more and more new
plants are being crowded into the four
states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas
and Oklahoma. The Gulf Coast from
New Orleans around to Corpus Christi,
with its famous trinity of cheap fuel,
salt and sulphur, continues to attract
chemical enterprises. But many min-
eral resources, combined with excellent
transportation by rail or water, are
also determining factors. Chem. &
Met.'s managing editor, James A. Lee,
will report again in June on the results
of his recent trip through this territory
for the purpose of visiting plants and
interviewing authorities on industrial
development.
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WE
SALUTE!

Old Glory! Your flag and ours {lies to-
day over more chemical industries than
ever before in this country’s proud
history. It should, for this is our chal-
lenge and our pledge to give our all to
the high principles for which it stands.
Never has there been such an oppor-
tunity to back our earnest with vitally
needed goods and services. So, on
this Independence Day in this war year
1942, let us again salute and honor the
symbol of Liberty that unites a hun-
dred and forty million Americans. May
it arouse in each of us new reverence
and allegiance and a new and abound-
ing faith in the future of the land of
the Red, White and Blue.

That our flag should have our deep-
est and most inlelligent respect, par-
ticularly now, goes without saying. To
help promote more nearly uniform ob-
servance of the proper manner of dis-
playing and saluting the flag, our
government has approved the use of
the Flag Code adopted by the National
Flag Conference held in Washington,
D. C. May 15, 1924. Illuminated copies
of this code, suitable for framing or
posting, will be sent free on your re-
quest to the editors of Chem. & Met.

" W e e b He * *
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Practical information for the 1942.43
needs of chemical engineers will be
the keynote of Chem. & Met.'s Tenth
Materials of Construction issue to be
published next month. In addition to:
handy presentations of data on abra-
sion-, heat, and corrosion-resistant
metals and alloys and revised informa-
tion on non-metallics, the report will
feature a group of three articles. These
will tell how 1o get the most out of
present irreplaceable materials, what
are best substitutes for materials which
formerly were used and now are un-
obtainable, and what the materials of
construction situation will be like after
the war.
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NEXT MONTH

Catalysis, that potent factor upon
which depend so many chemical proc-
esses and about which most chemical
engineers know so little, will be the
subject of next month’s feature report.
Both theory and practice will be dis-
cussed and applications to inorganic,
organic, petroleum, and synthetic rub-
ber technology will serve to illustrate
some of the workings of chemistry’s
nearest approach to “something for
nothing.” The object of this report will
be to summarize the present status of
“catalytic chemical engineering,” to in-
dicate the role of catalysis in our war
technology, and to point out possible
new applications in industry.
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NEXT MONTH

More than a third of the normal peace-
time production of the chemical process
industries originates in the fourteen
stales west of the Alleghenies, north
of Tennessee and east of the Rockies.
On top of that, millions of dollars worth
of plants for chemical munitions have
been built so that today our vast mid-
west empire is of strategic importance
to all Chem. & Met. readers.

The Second National Chemical Exposi-
fion to be held in Chicago next month
is primarily an expression of the grow-
ing chemical consciousness of the Mid-
dlewest. It is an increasingly important
factor in consolidating all of the forces
that are strong and will become
sironger in molding the Midwest em-
pire of the future.

It is appropriate, therefore, that the
November issue of Chem. & Met. should
be built around “The Resources and
Resourcefulness of the Corn Belt.”
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