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Devoted to the Operating, Technical and Business 
Problems of the Coal-Mining Industry

T V T ° ONE KNOWS how much coal is in the retail 
-L X yards and stockpiles of industrial consumers, and 
a survey should be made to find out ju s t where the 
public stands. Such inquiries should be made quarterly 
and not in the haphazard m anner th a t has h itherto  
been the practice. The m ining industry, when it sug
gests a shortage, is blamed with s ta rtin g  a panic or, 
if  i t  declares the reverse, w ith try ing  to lull the public 
into a false sense of security. Excessive estim ates are 
likely to be made by others in order to lower the price 
of coal. W hat the public wants is the facts on reliable 
authority . The nation should frequently take the meas
ure of the coal in its bin so as to assure itself th a t stores 
will be available when needed. I f  the funds are not 
on hand fo r such surveys, they should be provided.

law. There had been no decision from  the bench when 
this was w ritten. The situation leads one to feel th a t a 
m atter such as this should never have to be dragged 
out of the mines. In the spring of 1925 a company 
ought to get such wholehearted co-operation from  the 
d istric t officials of the union th a t no strike could possi
bly arise from  the discharge of men fo r illegal shot
w u  , Yet there is no such co-operation offered. 
Where does such conduct eventually lead the United 
Mine W orkers?

Seeing the Light
A t  A M INE of a subsidiary of the P ittsburgh  Coal Co. 

1  \  the men have organized a union of their own and 
arian g ed  fo r a living wage. Such a wage is not one 
th a t closes the mine down and leaves the men idle but 
one low  ̂enough to make operation possible. The basis 
chosen is the 1917 scale, and it is high enough to give 
comfortable living conditions w ith reasonably steady 
work. The men declare th a t they will brook no in te r
ference in th e ir plan to seek more reasonable pay and 
will themselves guard the mines against violence.
. M eantime the m anagem ent of the P ittsbu rgh  Coal Co. 
is receiving signed letters from  many of th e ir men 
expressing a desire fo r a reduction in wage th a t will 
enable the mines of th a t company to reopen. All such 
letters^ are promptly acknowledged, and the frequency 
o their receipt shows th a t the mine workers realize 
th a t a community of in terest exists between manage
ment and men.

Enforcing the Law

WH EN  COAL PRODUCING companies find them- 
selves incapable of compelling th e ir own men to 
obey m ining laws, the sta te  of affairs is s trange indeed. 
Yet th a t exact state  exists in parts of Indiana where 

union law is the only rule most of the men in certain  
m ines recognize. We observe the peculiar spectacle of 
the mines inspector of Indiana a rrestin g  a group of 
miners^ and haling them  into court on charges of en
dangering the lives of th e ir fellow men. W arnings to 
the company produced no results whatever. The com
pany replied th a t the “foreigners” in its employ could 
not be watched every moment they were a t work- it 
would require a boss fo r every man. And, any\vay, 
there was no way of applying compulsion—to compel a 
man to bore and load shotholes correctly m eant a strike 
bo the company threw  up its  hands.

B ut the state  mines inspector didn’t. F or the first 
time m  years th a t office recently resorted to courts of

Larger Salaries in Public Service
O O  STRONGLY does service to the nation appeal to 
k.J  almost everyone and so g reat is the dignity  of a 
government position th a t often these considerations 
overcome in a young man the disadvantage of residing 
in an expensive town like W ashington, where not only 
is every item  of expenditure costly but where the style 
of living is unusually high. But the public should not 
trade  unduly on the lure of the national service and 
of residence in one of the fa ire s t and most inspiring 
centers of America. In only too m any cases are men 
of experience and ability lost to the Bureaus by such 
fatuous reliance on the esprit de corps of th e ir  per
sonnel. 1
,, k ind has been chief chemist and chief of
the division of m ineral technology in the U. S. Bureau 
of Mines. His contacts with coal men have been few. 
His work has not been regarded as closely knit with 
coal-hnning problems, but Dr. Lind is recognized by 
those th a t know him as one of th e  leading scientists of 
the capitol city. His salary was $5,200. He was seek
ing an increase of $400, and though he was offered an 
advance of $800 if  he would become director of the  
fixed-mtrogen research laboratory of the D epartm ent
of A griculture a position he has since accepted he
would have stayed w ith the Bureau of Mines had he 
received the small increase he desired.

For twelve long years the government has invested 
large sums in helium production. T hat work needs the 
expert guidance of such a man as Dr. Lind, bu t the 
policy of the In terio r D epartm ent was to  economize in 
salaries, and now another chief m ust head its  division 
of m ineral technology. I t  has been repeatedly shown 
th a t the salaries paid by the government for such 
services are from  one-third to  one-half less than those 
paid in private employ. The experience of Dr. Lind 
dampens the ardor of the men with whom he is asso
ciated and makes technical graduates slow to accept 
government service. A doctor of science may not rise 
to a leading place in private employ, but those who do, 
thrive better than  those who get such advancement 
in the service of the government. Every m an hopes 
for promotion, but when he finds th a t  leadership in a 
government division brings only $5,200 a  year he hesi
tates to en ter the queue where even the fro n t rank 
affords only an insignificant emolument.
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D eclining Effect o f Winter Trade

ONE OF TH E principal difficulties in the stabiliza
tion of the coal industry  has been the large 
percentage of coal used in the w inter. I t  is probable 

th a t better building practice will tend to reduce the 
quantity  of coal used fo r house heating- Few er houses 
will be built of wood, and those th a t are so constructed 
will be sheathed carefully so as to exclude a ir  leakage. 
The use of sheathing will not only keep the house warm  
in the w inter bu t cool in the summer. B etter window 
casings will exclude drafts, and windows w ith northern  
and w estern exposures may be made double or be so 
arranged th a t double windows can be provided in the 
w inter months. The economies in the use of coal for 
power, therefore, will probably be followed by con
servation of heat in houses, thus lowering the peak 
load of the w inter months. Such stabilization will not 
be w ithout in ju ry  to the coal industry, but it  seems 
bound to come. Tons of fuel no longer will be used to 
melt the snow on the roof and to raise the tem perature 
of the outside air.

The people of Canada, despite the severity of the 
climate of the northland, burn less coal than  in adjacent 
but more southern states of th is  country. When the 
public once realizes w hat w arm th in w in ter and w hat 
coolness in summer is provided by a well-built house 
of perm anent m aterials, a campaign fo r be tte r housing 
probably will be started  which will reduce the  outcry 
against the price of coal. H itherto  the high cost of 
forest products has resulted in building houses of th in 
ner and inferior lumber, thus increasing the demand for 
domestic fuel. This tendency has probably reached a 
limit, and the only influence favorable to an increase in 
the use of coal has been the tendency tow ard larger and 
more num erous windows especially in loft and factory 
buildings.

Physical vs. Administrational Choice

IN INTRODUCING new machines the physical con
ditions are im portant, bu t equally necessary is it  to 

choose the rig h t m an to introduce the new mechanisms 
and methods. Many a new system or device fails 
because of the lack of sym pathetic and intelligent 
handling. Any large company th a t m editates in tro 
ducing machines fo r loading, w hether scrapers, con
veyors or more elaborate loading mechanisms should 
choose first and w ith care the person who is to have 
charge of the operation.

I t  is not enough to have the machine in  the immediate 
charge of a suitable man. H is superintendent or mine 
forem an m ust be sym pathetic and capable also. I f  the 
conditions where the suitable man is operating are not 
favorable, he should be shifted to  a mine where they are, 
and he should be allowed to operate the  p lant w ithout 
loading machines long enough to get a  full knowledge of 
conditions and the good will of the men. Then when he 
has grown into, and become a p a r t of, the  operation the 
change to machine loading should be made, the routine 
of the mine being then well organized, giving him  time 
to attend to the new problems. For obvious reasons a 
small mine will be better than a large one.

One concern had a large num ber of scrapers idle, 
condemned as not suited to the conditions. A super
intendent w ith a flair fo r mechanical operation got them 
and made them  an immediate success. The mines now 
have scrapers, conveyors and a cutting  and loading

machine. Once proved valuable in a region i t  is not 
difficult to get the m ost unprogressive and, a t one time 
most unconvinced, superintendent or forem an to  give 
them  his most energetic effort, fo r once they have been 
proved successful under any given conditions he is not 
able to contend th a t the impossible is being required of 
him and he strives to “make good.”

Leaving It to the Engineer

EXECUTIVES m ust take the lead in modernization 
program s. I t  is tru e  they should leave the details to 
the m ining, electrical and mechanical engineers, but, by 

and large, the executive should have a somewhat clear 
idea of the advantages and disadvantages of any given 
type of equipment, so th a t he.can work sympathetically 
w ith his engineers in devising improvements. This has 
been the general hab it of mine executives since the 
industry started . N othing revolutionary is stated in 
in itia ting  such a principle, yet too m any when an ex
position occurs such as th a t  which the American M ining 
Congress is about to hold in Cincinnati find reasons, 
real or im aginary, fo r absenting themselves. A t a time 
when economy of method is so necessary, when methods 
th a t have been refined need refining again, the executive 
cannot afford to  overlook his duty to become posted as to 
vital facts regarding equipment and operation.

W hen a Mine Has the “Bends”

JUST NOW mines are  not being dewatered in num
bers. Nevertheless, the experience a t an anthracite 

mine is both in teresting and suggestive. I t  will 
be useful when the  coal industry  once more gets on 
its  feet. I t  is found th a t  when the  w ater is lowered 
too fa s t the roof is liable to fall. This may well be 
due to  the fact th a t the measures have become heavily 
water-logged in the years of submergence, and the 
w ater thus trapped exerts pressure on the  roof, 
bring ing  it down. So long as the mine was full of 
w ater the upward fluid pressure was equal to the 
downward.

When the w ater is removed rapidly from  a shaft 
the downward pressure of the w ater in the measures 
is but slowly abated, and the roof rock is subjected to 
the unbalanced action. The mine is like a “sand hog” 
who has been working under compressed air. Oxygen 
is absorbed in his blood a t high pressure. I f  the 
a ir  under which he is working is suddenly released or 
he is unlocked w ithout the necessary de-compression 
stage, the oxygen in his blood presses against the  walls 
of his veins and is opposed by no countervailing pres
sure. This s ta te  of affairs w ith its  physiological 
results is known as the “bends.” A mine, too speedily 
drained, possibly has a somewhat sim ilar condition, only 
it is oxygen in the one case and w ater in the other, and 
the re ta in ing  walls in the two instances are different.

P o l it ic a l  C o n v u l s io n s  in Chile are causing revolu
tionary industrial changes. A new code of labor legis
lation put into effect M arch 26 by executive decree, 
which embodies radical changes, is said to have been 
prom ulgated w ithout hearings or consultations w ith 
employers. I t  provides, among other things, th a t  all 
p lants m ust be unionized and th a t employers can deal 
w ith th e ir workers only through the organization. 
Imagine John L. Lewis' reactions when he thinks of 
w hat he could do w ith the stage set like th a t!
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Savings Made by Static Condensers Pay for 
Equipm ent in  Few M onths

Sim ple In sta lla tion  w ith  N o O perating A ttendance  
Corrects Poor P ow er Factor and Cuts O ne-Third Off 
Coal Com pany’s M onth ly B ill for E lectric  Current

B y E. J. Gealy
A s s o c i a t e  E d i t o r ,  C o a l  A g o .

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y

A N  OPERATING E X PE N SE  which m ust be paid 
as regularly as a monthly power bill, always 

-*■ creates a  deep impression on the mind of any 
financial officer of a  coal company. I t ’s a good th ing 
this is true, because often an investigation to reduce 
such an expense discloses serious uneconomic condi
tions. I t  did a t the Richmondale mine of the Elem Coal 
Co. where a way was found to trim  $500 a month from 
the cost of electric current.

The mine, which is between Carbondale and Forest 
City, Pa., was bought by the company some tim e ago 
in order to insure a steady flow of an thracite  to the 
Elem trade in New York City. Since the purchase, 
the progressive installation of electrically operated 
equipment a t th is mine has enabled the owners steadily 
to reduce the cost of coal or a t least effectively meet 
increasing costs of m ining labor as the workings be
come more extensive. N aturally  enough, as more labor- 
saving and cost-reducing electrical equipment was 
added, the power bill increased.

The Richmondale mine purchases its  power a t a point 
near the end of a long transm ission line which extends 
from  Scranton to F orest City. This line is over 20 
miles long. Like all such arte ries of electrical energy 
the voltage regulation upon i t  is greatly  influenced by 
the am ount of w attless cu rren t flowing a t any given 
time.

From  the m etering point in the colliery yard, the 
energy is d istributed to the breaker, slope hoists, m in
ing equipment and electrically operated machinery 
located in the repair shops. Two banks of transform ers, 
each consisting of th ree single-phase 100-kva. units 
step the voltage down from  4,000 to 440 volts. The

motor load in the b reaker consists of six induction 
m otors having a total ra ting  of 230 hp. Other electric 
machines, located outside the mines, consist of one 
100-hp. hoist motor, one 50-hp. hoist motor, one 40-hp. 
hoist motor, two 10-hp. fan motors, one 15-hp. air- 
compressor m otor and one 15-hp. saw motor. All of 
these units are either squirrel-cage or slip-ring induc
tion types.

The electrical equipment used inside the mines com
prises th ree 50-hp. hoist motors, one 50-hp. pump 
motor and one 40-hp. air-com pressor motor, all of which 
are also induction-type alternating-curren t three-phase 
units. A storage-battery  locomotive, used inside the 
mines, is charged from a small m otor-generator set, of 
about 15-kw. capacity.

725 H p . in  I nduction  Motors

Including all the m otor-driven equipment both outside 
and inside the mines, the total m otor capacity is about 
725 hp. All of these m otors are either the squirrel- 
cage or slip-ring induction types. W ith such a load 
as this, it  is apparent th a t the quantity  of lagging 
curren t is always large. This is the case even under 
full-load conditions when m ost of the m otors would 
be operating a t th e ir best power factor.

Power is purchased on a schedule which penalizes 
the consumer if  he operates a t  a so-called “average 
monthly power factor” less than  85 per cent, lagging. 
Likewise, a reduction is made in  the power ra te  if  the 
“average monthly power fac to r’’ is g rea te r th an  85 per 
cent, lagging.

This “average monthly power facto r” is determined 
by the comparison of a  kva.-hr. m eter reading w ith a

Another Means 
Of Saving

S y n c h r o n o u s  
m o t o r -  g e n e r a t o r  
s e t s  h a v e ,  w i t h i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  b e 
c o m e  m o r e  p o p u l a r  
t h a n  s y n c h r o n o u s  
c o n v e r t e r s  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e i r  g r e a t e r  f l e x 
i b i l i t y  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  
c o r r e c t  p o o r  p o w e r  
f a c t o r  c o n d i t i o n s .  
H o w e v e r ,  o n l y  a  
f e w  s y n c h r o n o u s  
m a c h i n e s  a r e  u s e d  
t o  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  
a d v a n t a g e  t o  l o w e r  
p o w e r  c r n tn  a n d  
h e l p  s t a b i l i z e  v o l t 
a g e s .
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tru e  power m eter reading obtained by the power com
pany once a  month.

W ith an induction m otor load such as th a t used at 
the Richmondale mine, the reg istra tion  of wattless 
lagging curren t was continuous. Even when all the 
m otor load was idle, the m agnetizing curren t of the 
transform ers registered a certain  amount of wattless 
current. Obviously, it was never possible to operate 
w ith a leading power factor or even one which would be 
reasonably close to unity.

Motors Operate Less  T h a n  F ull  L oad

The varying character and value of the loads on the 
motors were such th a t the motors rarely operated at 
full load. Much of the load consists of hoist motors 
which m ust be designed to carry  high peak loads which 
rarely occur. Consequently such motors operate a large 
proportion of the tim e a t less than  full load capacity 
and, therefore, create a poor power factor.

W ith no synchronous apparatus to operate as a lead
ing power-factor load there was no hope, w ith the 
original equipment, of ever avoiding the necessity of 
paying a penalty fo r creating a heavy w attless curren t 
in the power company’s lines.

The electric public u tility  company serving this 
region is a t present the only one enforcing th a t p a r t of 
its contract which perm its it  to penalize a consumer for 
operating a low power factor inductive load. But the 
penalty is applied only when the power factor is less 
than  85 per cent. F or loads operated a t a h igher power 
factor value than  this, a bonus is paid. However, 
when we consider the fac t th a t the lowest power rate 
is the one to which a customer should aspire, inability 
to earn a ra te  in the bonus range is actually a penalty 
also. I t  means a g reater cost fo r power than  is 
necessary.

H ow  to E arn  L owest P ower R ate

I t  is in teresting to  know th a t there is a way by 
which any consumer can earn nearly the lowest power 
ra te  quite easily. The kva.-hr. m eter which is used to 
determ ine the “average monthly power facto r” is so 
connected th a t when the consumer’s load operates 
predominantly inductive, the m eter tu rn s  in a direction 
to effect a positive reading. When the load is predom-

Condensers Reduce Power Bill Here
A ll  t h e  m o t o r s  i n  t h i s  b r e a k e r  a r e  o f  t h e  i n d u c t i o n  ty p e .  B e 

f o r e  t h e  s t a t i c  c o n d e n s e r  o u t f i t  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  t h e s e  m o t o r s  c o n 
t r i b u t e d  in  a  l a r g e  m e a s u r e  t o  t h e  p o o r  p o w e r  f a c t o r  l o a d  w h i c h  
c a u s e d  t h e  a b n o r m a l l y  h i g h e r  p o w e r  b i l l .  O n ly  a  f e w  o f  t h e  
w o r k m e n  a t  t h e  m i n e s  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  c o n d e n s e r s  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  
i n c l o s u r e .  T h e y  c o s t  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 ,5 0 0  a n d  r e 
d u c e  t h e  p o w e r  b i l l  m o r e  t h a n  $5QQ e v e r y  f u l l  o p e r a t i n g  m o n t h .

Static Condensers Inclosed in Same Building as 
Power Meters

T h i s  i s  h o w  t h e  m e t e r i n g  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s t a t i c  c o n d e n s e r s  a r e  
m a d e  s a f e  f r o m  i n j u r y  a n d  u n a u t h o r i z e d  t a m p e r i n g .  T h e  g a t e  
is  u s u a l l y  u n l o c k e d  o n ly  w h e n  t h e  m e t e r s  m u s t  b e  r e a d .

inantly capacitive (generally obtained by the use of 
synchronous motors, or s tatic  condensers) the m eter 
element causes the reg ister to run in a reverse direction.

Because th is  m eter has no ratchet to prevent it from 
tu rn ing  backward, an inductive load causes a positive 
indication of the reg ister and a capacitive load subse- 
quenlty applied will cause a negative rotation. Thus, 
the final reading a t the end of any period is the 
difference between the two.

H igh  P ower Rate R educed

A t the Richmondale mine, because all the load con
sisted of induction motors, the kva.-hr. m eter never 
reversed its  direction. Consequently, all the w attless 
curren t caused by the load a t th is  mine accumulated 
to indicate an unusually poor “average monthly power 
facto r” and thus caused a high power rate.

The adverse conditions a t th is mine ( it  having no 
synchronous apparatus) were unusually bad. A t other 
mines where synchronous motors are used, conditions 
should not be so bad. Nevertheless, there are probably 
some mines already equipped w ith synchronous m otors 
whose capacity is not used to the best advantage. A t 
these mines it is advisable to operate the synchronous 
machines so as to  nullify the inductive load as much as 
possible.

O rdinarily the problem of reducing the power bill 
w ithout decreasing the actual amount of work done 
by each machine m ight appear to be a job fo r a wizard. 
At the Richmondale mine th is  was easily accomplished, 
however, and a saving of over $500 per month was 
made.

S tatic Co ndenser  D oes t h e  T rick

None of the loads a t the mines appeared to be suitable 
fo r a large-sized synchronous motor. This condition 
and other reasons prompted the purchase of a static  
condenser outfit.

The condensers were installed and the distribution 
lines slightly revamped a t a cost of about $1,500 by 
the Penn Electrical Engineering Co. of Scranton, Pa. 
Power is metered a t 4,000 volts and then d istributed 
to the step-down transform ers which reduce the volt
age to 440 volts. In the same building as the m eters 
a  60-kva. static condenser outfit was connected to the 
4,000-volt lines.

The success of the installation is indicated by the 
fact th a t the equipment has given no trouble. Only 
the electrician and Mine Superintendent Gillen know
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•what’s behind the high fence near the edge of the col
liery yard.

In  connection w ith th is installation it m ust be remem
bered th a t the condensers float on the 4,000-volt line 
continually and, therefore, are  always exerting an influ
ence tending to make the kva.-hr. m eter of the power 
company riin in a reverse direction from  th a t which 
would indicate a  poor power factor. D uring the day, 
when the induction motors are operating, the capacity 
of the static condenser outfit to completely nullify the 
tendency of the motors to reg ister a lagging power 
facto r is insufficient, bu t in the evening or when the 
m otor load is light, the static condenser action upon 
th e  m eter predominates and the kva.-hr. m eter runs in 
a  reverse direction. Thus the m eter reading a t the 
end of the month does not really indicate the “average 
m onthly power facto r” but instead, indicates how suc
cessfully the static  condenser un it has both increased 
th e  actual “average power facto r” and reversed the 
kva.-hr. m eter reading a fte r a predominantly inductive 
load has caused the m eter to reg ister in a positive 
•direction.

The purpose of the installation is not to gain an 
advantage by subterfuge. The “average monthly power

facto r” of the load has actually been increased. B etter 
voltage conditions and good regulation, which have also 
been obtained, have been of g reat value both to the 
coal company and power company. No doubt even when 
the static  condensers are floating on the line alone and 
causing the kva.-hr. m eter to run  in a reverse direction 
they are also correcting the poor power factor of other 
consumers' loads and even th a t  caused by the m ag
netizing currents in the power company’s transform ers 
connected all along the m ain line.

Ma n y  Ca n  Ma k e  S avings

Opportunities fo r power factor correction exist a t 
almost every coal mine. In some instances synchronous 
equipment, already installed, can help a g reat deal to 
reduce the power bill. In  other cases static condensers 
can be installed, induction motors may be changed to 
synchronous types or new synchronous motors can be 
applied to old drives.

Thousands of dollars are wasted annually on poor 
power factor loads. I t  is surprising  how some coal 
companies continue to pay more in penalties than  is 
necessary to buy corrective capacity which would soon 
pay for itself from the savings effected in a few months.

T op cu tters H ave A dvantages; 
W atering Lays T h eir  D ust

By John  Forsythe
M a s te r  M e c h a n ic ,  B u c k e y e  C o a l  C o.,

N e m a c o lin ,  P a .

Under the old, hand method of mining, top coal was 
frequently  left in place to protect the roof from  w eath
ering . U ndercutting does not lend itself readily to 
leaving th is  top coal in place as the explosive employed 
usually bi’ings all of the coal down. W ith topcutting 
-on the other hand, as much or as little coal may be 
le ft up as local conditions m ay render advisable. Bottom 
shooting in a place th a t has been top cut does not ja r  
the roof and consequently avoids the evils resulting  
therefrom .

Topcutters have the fu rth e r advantage over under- 
cutters th a t they do not req u ire’ removal from  th e ir 
trucks fo r operation. All movements of this type of 
m achine are power actuated, m aking it unnecessary to 
invoke “strong  arm ” methods, and only two men are 
required for the machine’s manipulation. As a result 
these machines are popular w ith those who operate 
them. Furtherm ore, because they need not be removed 
from  th e ir trucks during cutting  operations, they are 
more rapid in th e ir action and will cut more places 
:per sh ift than  undercutters.

S pray Cutter Ch a in

Inasmuch as the k erf cut is near the top of the coal 
bed, the cuttings are raked out by the action of the 
chain and fall to the floor. Some people object to th is 
because of the dust made a t the face. This can be 
allayed readily, however, by w ater sprinkling. In case 
the mine is not fitted w ith a regular system of piping 
fo r  th is purpose a tank  may be mounted on an auxiliary 
truck  or tra ile r which also carries a small a ir  com
pressor. A pressure of 40 lb. m aintained on the surface 
of the w ater Is sufficient to  force it  through the neces

sary hose and pipe and spray it against the cutter 
chain. The flow of th is w ater may be regulated by 
means of a spigot or cock.

I t  is unnecessary to  wet the dust to such an extent 
as to make it  pasty, but only enough to  dampen it 
sufficiently to keep it from  floating in the air. Experi
ence has shown th a t a flow of 3 gal. per m inute or from 
25 to 30 gal. per place 23 ft. wide is sufficient fo r this 
purpose. The tank, which is usually of from  200 to 
250 gal. capacity, may be readily filled w ith mine 
w ater from any convenient drainage pump.

N o te — F r o m  a  p a p e r  d e l iv e re d  a t  " s h o p  t a l k ”  m e e t in g  o i  t h e  
'F a y e t te - 'G re e n e  G o a l P r o d u c e r s  A s s o c ia t io n ,  U n io n to w n , P a . .  A p r i l  
:23 , 1 9 2 5 .

Topcutter and Its Work
N o t  o n ly  m e n  b u t  m a c h in e s  a s  w e ll  g a in  t h e i r  r e p u ta t i o n s  b y  th e  

w o r k  t h e y  do . T h e  t o p c u t t e r  h e r e  s h o w n  is  o n e  o f  tw o  in  th e  
L e w is  m in e  o f  th e  H u d s o n  C o a l C o., C la r k s b u r g ,  W . V a . E a c h  
o n e  c u t  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  1 ,000 to n s  o f  c o a l  p e r  d a y  f o r  o v e r  a  y e a r .  
T h is  r e c o r d  s p e a k s  f o r  i t s e l f .
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Anthracite Trade Tests Out 
Many Plans to  

Popularize Buckwheat Coal
E conom y Show s Are M ost Successfu l,
B ut F ie ld  S till R equires In ten sive  
C ultivation to W in  A dequate M arket

B y Sydney A. H ale
S p e c i a l  C o n t r i b u t o r ,  C o a l A g e ,  

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y

L o a d i n g  B a r g e s  a t  P o r t  R e a d i n g

IN ITS SEARCH for a winning campaign to widen 
the domestic m arket fo r No. 1 buckwheat coal, the 
anthracite industry  has tried  out several plans. 

Although recent efforts have centered around the An
thracite  Economy Shows, none of the other schemes 
tried  has been wholly abandoned. The industry has 
attem pted to move th is  size by forced sales to unwilling 
retail d istributors, by propaganda and by direct and 
indirect advertising. In some cases the effort has been 
more or less perfunctoi-y, but in others i t  has been 
determined and sincere.

Unquestionably the A nthracite Economy Show plan 
is the high-w ater m ark thus fa r  attained in th is cam
paign. T hat does not necessarily imply th a t the other 
plans have been w ithout m erit. As a m atter of fact, 
only one is desei'ving of unqualified condemnation. That 
is the policy of forcing sometimes resorted to by hai-d- 
pressed shippers. The criticism  of th a t policy as p art 
of the m erchandising program  on pea coal (Coal Age, 
April 16, pp. 567-569) is equally applicable to No. 1 
buckwheat and calls fo r no repetitious elaboration here.

In the case of the smaller size such a policy not only 
promotes dealer resentm ent and stiffens sales resist
ance, but often defeats its  own immediate purpose to 
m aintain prices. Instances are not unknown where the 
re ta ile r who has agreed to take “his quota” of No. 1 
buckwheat a t circular price as an inducement to the 
producer to ship him the larger sizes ordered has resold 
the small coal to a jobber a t a loss. This tonnage, 
thrown upon the industrial tnarket a t bargain-counter 
figures, has helped to depress still fu r th e r the level of 
steam  coal prices.

Prom otion by propaganda generally has been through 
the medium of addresses a t re ta il coal dealers’ conven
tions. These speeches gain fu rth e r currency through 
incorporation in the prin ted  reports of the conventions 
and occasional editorial discussion of the buckwheat 
problem in the columns of the trade journals circulating 
among the retail dealers. Some operators have backed 
up this publicity w ith booklets and circulars to the re
tail' coal man, both fo r h is own consumption and fo r

N o t e — S i x t h  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  o n  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  m e r 
c h a n d i s in g :  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  a n t h r a c i t e  i n d u s t r y .  P r e c e d in g -  a r 
t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  A p r i l  2, 9 , 16 , 23 
a n d  30;?

distribution to the household consumers. In  a few  
cases, producers have gone a step fa rth e r and used 
daily newspaper space to impress the general public 
w ith the desirability of No. 1 buckwheat as a domestic 
fuel. At least one large company is now fea tu ring  pea 
and buckwheat in its advertisem ents to the re ta il dis
tribu to rs and promises them  co-operation in m erchan
dising.

The outstanding weakness of all these form s of sales 
promotion is th e ir interm ittency. This completely over
shadows any defects in detail. Even more so th an  in  
the case of pea coal, there is a definite sales resistance 
to No. 1 buckwheat as a domestic fuel among both 
retailers and the consumers. And again paralleling the 
situation in pea, there are  some shippers who are only 
half convinced th a t No. 1 buckwheat has a real place 
in the householder’s cellar. This group, when it  gets 
behind the campaign a t all, is moved more by its  own 
necessities than  by any idea th a t the coal can be sold 
upon a bona fide service basis. The selling of the 
service idea m ust begin w ith the producer and carry  on 
all along the line. When th a t has been done, half
hearted, in term itten t campaigns will disappear.

E conomy S how s D ram atize Story

The A nthracite Economy Shows have dram atized the 
story of No. 1 buckwheat in a way th a t none of the other 
forms of publicity employed could have done. They 
have succeeded in arousing curiosity and in terest among 
thousands of householders. They have been the means 
of getting  lite ra tu re  on various types of buckwheat- 
burning equipment and anti-fuel oil argum ents into the 
hands of thousands who otherw ise m ight never have 
been reached. The traveling show, which has toured 
the eastern communities in which regular service s ta 
tions have not been established, has had the appeal of 
novelty to make it easier to pu t across its message.

The dram atization, nevertheless, has not been as ef
fective as it  m ight be. In  the first shows, opened late 
in 1923, certain featured  devices were in actual opera
tion. This was not tru e  of the la ter perm anent exhibits 
except the one a t Baltimore, Md. There, however, 
every device exhibited was working. The fa ilu re  to 
show the special g rates, forced-draft and m agazine-
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feed installations carrying a load of burning coal 
naturally  diminished th e ir effectiveness and made 
visualization of th e ir possibilities much less clear to 
the average consumer.

W here S hould E x h ib itio n s  Î3e H e l d ?

I t  is recognized th a t the selection of an exhibition 
room in which all the devices could be shown in opera
tion involves some difficulties. Possibly it  would mean 
the sacrifice of a central location in certain  of the larger 
cities. W here th a t possibility intruded i t  would be 
necessary to weigh the value of the larger and more 
curious audience attracted  to a central location against 
the value of a smaller, bu t more interested, attendance 
draw n to an exhibit in a less accessible location. I t  is 
not the num ber of shots fired, bu t the h its which count.

In  the light of post-mortem judgm ent, i t  appears 
th a t the  choice of equipment fo r exhibition at these 
shows has not invariably been Solomonic. Many of 
the auxiliary devices featured  a t the opening of the 
1923 show are no longer displayed. The prominence 
given them at the s ta r t  was resented by certain  other 
exhibitors, and th is may explain why some of the par
ticipants in the first show are not now represented, 
although they are still actively driving fo r business 
through other channels.

The m anner in which the spotlight has been thrown 
upon one of the devices indorsed by the m anagement 
of the 1924-25 shows has come in fo r considerable 
criticism  on the ground th a t the device did not live up 
to the claims made fo r it. I f  such criticism  is well 
founded, there is an obvious remedy which should be 
applied. No m anufacturer should be allowed to exhibit 
a device until thorough tests and experience indis
putably establish th a t the device will do everything 
claimed.

B roader Questio n  to B e D ecided

There is, however, a much broader question to be 
considered than  the efficacy of the devices exhibited. 
The broader question goes to the wisdom of endorsing 
any auxiliary equipment which requires motorized oper
ation. The forced-draft installation may give 100 per 
cent perform ance—but does the an thracite industry  
w ant to encourage such installations ? These auxiliary 
devices may be mechanically perfect—but are they 
psychologically sound? Is the consumer who invests 
in a m otor-driven blower and fan  a perm anent convert 
to No. 1 buckwheat, or has the installation of such

W eighing Yard of 
Reading System

I f  t h e  a n t h r a c i t e  
i n d u s t r y  c o u l d  k e e p  
a  s t e a d y  s t r e a m  o f  
l o a d e d  c a r s  f lo w in g  
f r o m  t h e  b r e a k e r s  
o v e r  t h e  s c a l e s  a n d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  m i n e  
t e r m i n a l  y a r d s  to  
r e t a i l  d i s t r i b u t o r s  
a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  c o n 
s u m e r s ,  s a l e s  m a n 
a g e r s  c o u l d  s i t  
b a c k  a n d  s t u d y  t h e  
l a t e s t  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  
a l w a y s  t r u t h f u l  
f i s h e r m e n  a n d  t a k e  
a  c r a c k  a t  C o l. 
B o g e y .  H o w  t o . 
m a i n t a i n  t h a t  
s t e a d y  s t r e a m  i s  
t h e  a n t h r a c i t e  m e r 
c h a n d i s i n g  p r o b le m .

equipment made backsliding away from  coal more easy?
The strong talking points of the competitors of 

an thracite in the fuel oil and gas fields are com fort and 
convenience. Simplicity of operation and the perfection 
of autom atic control also are stressed, but the prom oters 
of these devices and these competitive fuels know that, 
as an engineering proposition, the more autom atic a 
piece of equipment is, the g rea ter are  the possibilities 
of breakdown.

They speak softly— or not a t all—of price, because 
a discussion of costs of heating w ith coal, oil and gas 
means venturing upon perilous ground. The drudgeries 
of shoveling and the te rro rs  of the  ash-can are m ag
nified in th e ir hands. “No trouble” is th e ir slogan. 
“Turn on a valve” or “press a bu tton” and “furnace 
worries are over.” I t  is an appealing suggestion—-par
ticularly to the householders who are not concerned over 
the relative costs of fuels.

H as S afety  A ppeal  B e en  Overplayed?

W hat has an thracite  to put fo rth  against th a t appeal? 
Safety? Yes; bu t i t  is questionable w hether th a t a rgu
ment has not been overplayed. The average individual 
can be scared into insurance and salvation, but it  is 
hard to frigh ten  him into changing his buying habits. 
There are, of course, times when serious accidents with 
oil give the safety argum ents a tem porary news value. 
Continual harping on the subject, however, sets up a 
cross-current of resistance in the average consumer’s 
mined. Instead of becoming alarm ed for his own 
safety, he believes th a t the attack grows out of the 
coal m an’s fe a r  th a t fuel oil will gobble up all the 
business in sight. In  other words, he is not a t all 
convinced th a t altru ism  rules the coal trade  when it 
points out the dangers—to the consumer—in the use 
of fuel oil in domestic heating  plants.

“M ust be som ething w orth while in th e  stuff,” he 
soliloquizes, “or the coal people wouldn’t  be getting  all 
worked up over it."

Simplicity and ease of operation, fortunately, are not 
wholly on the side of fuel oil and gas. The firing 
of coal in the average domestic heating  plant may be a 
crude and unscientific process, bu t it is a simple and 
a fam iliar one. T radition serves in place of technique. 
No small p a rt of the hold the old ways have upon the 
consumer is due to this simplicity. Adding an 
electrically-driven blower may not actually make the 
operation more complicated, b u t it  creates the same 
effect. The furnace ceases to be a  self-contained unit.



N ot a “Hunting1 
Lodge”

W h a t  a v e r a g e  
c i t y  d w e l l e r  w o u ld  
n o t  b e  p r o u d  to  
l i v e  i n  t h i s  c o z y  
m o u n t a i n  h o m e ?  
T h e  f r o n t  y a r d ,  a  
b o w e r  o f  e v e r g r e e n  
s h r u b s  a n d  s m a l l  
t r e e s ,  s t a n d s  o u t  in  
p l e a s i n g  c o n t r a s t  to  
t h e  t e m p o r a r y ,  
e a r l y - s p r i  n g  b a r e 
n e s s .  T h e  h o u s e ,  
o w n e d  b y  t h e  H a r 
v e y  C o a l  C o ., o f  
H a r v e y t o n ,  K y . ,  is  
t h e  h o m e  o f  F .  M . 
M e d a r i s ,  m a n a g e r .
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A dvantages of Magazine  F eed

And there has been little or no elimination of the 
laborious or disagreeable features of hand-firing to 
•compensate fo r the sacrifice of simplicity.

Selling the householder on the idea th a t a motor 
should be an essential p a rt of his coal-combustion plant 
certainly does not make i t  more difficult fo r the sales
m an of an oil-burning plant which m ust have an 
electric motor. The argum ents now advanced against 
the motor could no longer be m arshalled fo rth  by the 
coal man fighting the inroads of fuel oil if he had 

■encouraged and persuaded his customer to put in a 
forced-draft installation to burn No. 1 buckwheat. 
Useless and ridiculous to talk  of noise and v ib ra tio n ; 
wasted effort to point out th a t in communities where 
the outside feed w ires are not carried underground 
there is always a real possibility of serious in terru p 
tion to the service because of storm s or power failures 
a t the generating  plants.

“H uh!” the vanishing coal consumer would retort, 
“Why didn’t  you tell me th a t when you said it’d be a 
fine th ing  if I pu t in one of those confounded X Y Z  
blower contraptions?”

tion of anthi’acite steam  coals is limited to a te rr ito ry  
w ithin a 100-mile radius of the mines.” No such lim ita
tion applies to the distribution  of the coal fo r domestic 
purposes. The field becomes as wide as the field open 
to the larger sizes—with th is fu rth e r advantage: the 
consumer who has installed the magazine-feed is less 
likely to change to a competitive fuel than  the man 
using an old-fashioned furnace.

Steam  H eat M akes F ootb rid ge Safe
Steam heat helps to make a footbridge near the No. 2 

operation of the Kingston Coal Co., a t Kingston, Pa., 
safe in w in ter weather. Once the employees of the 
colliery and a gpod many people who live near by

The special n atu ra l-d raft g ra tes and the magazine- 
feed boilers are not open to the same objections. W ith 
them  in use the furnace is still a self-contained unit. 
And, in the case of the magazine-feed plants, the 
d rudgery  of shoveling has been largely eliminated. 
Moreover, where the magazine-feed type has been in 
stalled, it  is not likely th a t the  owner will rip  it out 
to put in an oil or a gas burner. W herever the 
magazine-feed is installed there is a sure, steady m ar
ket fo r No. 1 buckwheat th a t only the coal trade itself 

•can destroy. The immediate drawback, from the stand
point of the producer eager to place No. 1 buckwheat 
w ith the domestic consumer, is th a t the ra te  of increase 
in the use of magazine-feed boilers will be slow. 
Possibly high-pressure salesmanship could place aux
iliary  devices much more rapidly. The permanency of 
•the magazine-feed type installation, however, is more 
im portant than mushroom growth with low vitality.

In addition to permanency, there is another phase 
worth considering. I t  was stated in beginning the 
-analysis of the existing m arket fo r No. 1 buckwheat coal 
th a t it had become “an axiom of the trade  th a t distribu-

Warm Oil Houses Keep Stairs Safe
B e n e a t h  t h e  a p p r o a c h  s t a i r w a y s  a t  e i t h e r  e n d  o f  t h i s  b r i d g e  is  

n  h o l l o w  t r i a n g u l a r  a b u t m e n t  t h a t  s e r v e s  a s  a  l u b r i c a n t  s t o r a g e .  
T h i s  is  s t e a m  h e a t e d  a n d  t h e  w a r m t h  n o t  o n ly  k e e p s  t h e  s t o r e d  
o i l s  l i q u id  b u t  m e l t s  ic e  a n d  s n o w  f r o m  t h e  s t a i r  s t e p s ,  a s s u r i n g  
s a f e  f o o t i n g  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  w i s h  to  c r o s s  t h e  b r id g e .

crossed a set of busy mine tracks by a footpath. This 
was dangerous because mine trips were passing the spot 
frequently. Then the company built the bridge shown 
in the accompanying photograph.

But the snow and ice th a t collects in rough w inter 
w eather on approach steps to such a bridge would have 
constituted a new hazard had not an ingenious plan 
been adopted. The s ta irs  are supported by triangu lar 
concrete abutm ents extending to near the top of each 
flight. These were built hollow to serve as places fo r 
the storage of car lubricants. The steam heat in these 
oil houses keep the sta irs  warm  and free of ice, thus 
affording safe footing for passers-by.
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Sprinkling at Face, Rock D usting on Entries Is 
H arrington’s Program  for A ll Mines

But V en tila tion  and S afety  Precautions Should Be Im 
proved, N ot. R elaxed— B lasts  in W atered  M ines Are 
D ue U su a lly  to Failure of M en More T han of S ystem

By Daniel H arrington
C o n s u l t i n g  M i n i n g  E n g i n e e r ,

S a l t  L a k e  C i t y ,  U t a h

DURING THE PAST FEW  years there has been a 
| steady trend  tow ard rock-dusting ra th e r than  

tow ard hum idifying to lim it or to prevent ex
plosions in the coal mines of the United States. This 
is due partly  to the fact th a t coal mines of Great B ritain  
have adopted rock dusting and, a t least in a sense, 
condemned use of water.
Moreover, during the past 
few years, particularly  the 
la tte r p a rt of 1922 and the 
years 1923 and 1924, sev- 
eral explosions occurred in 
the coal mines of the 
United States w ith heavy 
loss of life and some of the 
affected mines were known 
to have sprinkling or hu
m idifying systems.-

The flood of sentim ent 
created by these successive 
disasters quickly caused a 
more or less general dis
tru s t or condemnation of 
explosion-prevention m eth
ods requiring use of water, 
and simultaneously started  
more or less of a stampede 
to rock dusting. Much of 
the wholesale condemnation 
of w atering  methods was 
indulged in w ithout ade
quate knowledge, or at 
least w ithout adequate 
consideration, of actual lo-
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H A R R IN G T O N  SUM S U P

T H E  c o n c l u s i o n s  M r. H arrin g to n  draws 
from his keen observations of mine p ro tec

tive m easures are these:
Sprinkling and  rock dusting  should be carried 
on in every coal mine in th is coun try— the 
sprinkling a t the  face, the  rock dusting  on 
entries.
B oth  m ust be kep t in proper condition under 
constant supervision.
Sprinkling a t  th é  face keeps down fine coal dust 
where m ost of it  is m ade, and  thus gets a t  the  
root of dust troubles.
R ock dusting, w ithou t sim ultaneous w atering is 
as bad as the  “abom inable p ractice” of installing 
safety  lam ps while perm itting  m en to  smoke in 
th e  mine.
W hether a mine is dusted  or sprinkled or both, 
ventila tion , flame p ro tec tion  and  the  sealing off 
of abandoned areas should be provided con
scientiously.
T he safety  publications of th e  B ureau  of M ines 
ought to  be “books of th e  bible” to  coal m en.
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lations a t Dawson, N. M., issued in 1923: “F ire  bosst^ 
shall be instructed to examine all places and report 
any accumulation of dust or where places are dry. Such
places shall be immediately posted w ith  a danger sign
and not allowed to work until such places have been 
brought into proper condition.”

Here it is seen th a t dry 
coal dust is placed in essen
tially the same status as 
accumulations of methane. 
A study of the Dawson 
mine in January , 1924, 
showed th a t the fire bosses 
could “post” very few if 
any places. Practically all
open p arts  of the mines
were being kept wet except 
the cold intake a ir courses 
on which w ater could not 
be used because of freez
ing. These were rock 
dusted.

In southern Colorado, in 
1910-12, nearly 250 men 
were killed by a succession 
of gas-coal-dust explosions. 
Immediately th ereafte r ex
tensive systems of preheat
ing and w ater and steam 
spraying were pu t into use, 
w ith also hose and w ater- 
car sprinkling in some 
cases. The effect was prac-

cal conditions in each case; and the scurry toward 
rock dusting was ju s t as unintelligent.

Curiously enough, however, m ines th a t had been 
using w atering methods and had been afflicted w ith 
these serious disasters, instead of abandoning the use 
of water, greatly  extended th e ir w atering systems, at 
the same tim e tak ing  other safety  precautions. They 
supplemented ■ the w atering system with rock dusting 
where the la tte r was likely to be the more effective.

The w orst sufferer from  the recent mine disasters 
in the United S tates has been the Rocky M ountain 
region, especially the states of New Mexico, Wyoming 
and U tah, and, to a lesser extent, Colorado. Yet, any
one who could find any tendency to abandon use of 
w ater in these states would be a wizard. The Phelps- 
Dodge Corporation, the largest producer of coal in New 
Mexico, has the following in its  p rin ted  rules and regu-

N o t e — T h i s  a r t i c l e  c o m p r i s e s  t h e  b u lk -  o f  a  p a p e r  w r i t t e n  b y  
M r .  H a r r i n g t o n  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r . m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e  
o f  M i n i n g  &  M e t a l l u r g i c a l  E n g i n e e r s  in  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .

tically a cessation of ex
plosions in the mines using this system. While in the 
spring of 1924, U tah took the lead among the states 
by m aking rock dusting compulsory in all coal mines, 
a t the same time, the greatly extended use of w ater 
also was made compulsory, all mines were required to 
have w ater lines laid to all working faces, and not 
only were day-pay sprinklers ordered to use w ater, 
but every m iner was enjoined to keep his working place 
sprinkled and every machine runner was required to 
use w ater on th e  cutting  chain. A determ ined effort 
is being made to enforce these measures.

There is opposition to use of w ater by some m ining 
men in Utah, partly  on account of the  cost, bu t also 
largely because of the fac t th a t wet slack is difficult 
to screen and greatly  ham pers sizing of coal. Yet the; 
m ajority  of the companies and especially the la rg e r’ 
ones, go much fa rth e r w ith use of w ater than  the state; 
regulations require.

In m any Wyoming coal regions, w ater is scarce and 
the coal seems to be somewhat less explosive than in
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One of the m ost disastrous of recent W estern coal
mine explosions probably was started  by ignition of 
extremely fine road dust settled on tim bers out of the 
a ir  of an intake haulage road and the dust had an 
incombustible content (rock dust plus m oisture) of 
about 65 per cent. On the other hand, when the prac
tically pure coal dust of th is property was mixed with 
8 per cent w ater and subjected to standard  ignition 
tests (which ignite the dry  dust a t every attem pt), 
the dust w ith 8 per cent w ater mixed did not ignite  
Yet dry coal dust of the same size, when mixed w ith dry 
rock dust, m aking a m ixture 58 per cent incombustible/ 
propagated an explosion readily. W ith 1 per cent 
m ethane in the air, an explosion was propagated 
through dry dust containing 66 per cent incombustible 
m atter.

When one considers th a t fine, dry coal dust w ith  65 
per cent incombustible has ignited and thus has started  
a disastrous explosion, and th a t  the dust of the same 
mine w ith  an 8 per cent m oisture content would not 
ignite when subjected to a standard  ignition test, one 
is likely to in fer th a t a t least as fa r  as ignition  is con
cerned the m oistening is to  be preferred  to rock dusting.

Face operations all throw  into the a ir  much finely

“W et the Face” 
A f t e r  a l l ,  a c c o r d 

i n g  to  M r . H a r r i n g 
to n ,  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  
m o s t  o f  t h e  d a n g e r 
o u s  c o a l  d u s t  I s  
m a d e  is  i n  t h e  f a c e  
r e g i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h a t  i s  t h e  p l a c e  t o  
s p r i n k l e  m o s t  r e 
l i g io u s ly .  I n  m a n y  
R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  
m i n e s  t h e y  a r e  
s o a k i n g  t h e  f a c e s  
t h r e e  t i m e s  a  d a y  
w i t h  h o s e s .  E v e r y  
m i n e r  is  e q u i p p e d  
f o r  t h i s  p a r t  o f  h i s  
r e g u l a r  w o r k .

Utah, Colorado and New Mexico. W atering methods 
are used to only a limited extent, as compared w ith 
Utah. However, there appears to be a definite senti
ment toward adoption of state  regulations in Wyoming, 
modeled largely a fte r those in use in U tah; and if  th is 
is done, both rock dusting (which is now being practiced 
to some extent) and w atering will be in extensive use 
in Wyoming also.

From  th is i t  will be seen th a t while the Rocky 
M ountain States are decidedly in favor of rock dusting, 
they are by no means against watering. Rather, they 
are extending the use of w ater both as a safety and as 
a health measure. The m ining men of these Rocky 
Mountain States realize th a t th e ir conditions are such 
th a t unless all available precautions are taken, disaster 
is likely to  follow.

These W estern mines have problems which do not 
usually confront coal mines of other regions.

In  the Rocky M ountain,States, “sweating,” as found 
in E astern  mines, is unknown and during all seasons 
of the year the surface a ir  is decidedly dry. Hence 
practically every cubic foot of a ir  going through these 
W estern mines abstracts m oisture from  the coal and 
thus makes the dust the more ready to explode.

Water a n d  D u st  N eeded

For instance, last sum m er a t a U tah coal mine, the 
surface intake a ir  entered the mine a t 88 deg. dry-bulb, 
55 deg. wet-bulb tem perature, thus carry ing only about 
2 gal. of w ater per 100,000 cu.ft. of air. A t a point about
9,000 ft. from  the surface in th is  main a ir  course, th is 
intake a ir  (about 50,000 cu.ft. per m inute) had regis
tered 61 deg. wet-bulb and 66 deg. dry-bulb. Hence 
it was carrying about 9 gal. of w ater per 100,000 cu.ft. 
of air. In  th is case the 9,000 lin.ft. of intake a ir  course 
was being deprived of about 34 gal. of w ater per m inute 
or over 5,000 gal. per 24-hr. day, am ounting to  over 
i  gal. per foot of intake en try  per day. I t  is largely 
due to th is situation th a t W estern coal mines are made 
dangerous, and th a t sprinkling fails locally and rock 
dusting m ust be done on intake a ir  courses and w atering 
m ust be done in the in terio r of the mine.

Laboratory tests  of explosibility of coals of the 
U nited S tates show th a t while, under standardized 
conditions as to coal dust fineness and as to tem pera
tu re  of an electric arc causing an explosion, E astern

bituminous coals give pressures from  one or two up 
to about 15 lb. per sq.in., nearly every W estern coal 
tested under sim ilar conditions generates pressures in 
excess of 15 lb. per sq.in. and some of them  above 20 
lb., or much higher than  th a t shown by practically any 
E astern  coal.

Similarly, B ureau of Mines B ulletin  167, page 344, 
shows th a t large-scale tests  in the Bruceton experi
mental mine near P ittsburgh , Pa., proved W estern coals 
in general require a larger percentage of incombustible 
(ash or shale or other rock dust plus m oisture) to 
prevent propagation of an explosion than  do E astern  
coals. The coal w ith highest incombustible requirem ent 
in th is  series of experiments was from  a southern Colo
rado mine. Since 82 per cent incombustible is given 
in th is case as the amount necessary to prevent propaga
tion of an explosion, it will be seen th a t w hether 
sprinkling or rock dusting is used, a dangerous con
dition can be averted only by the most constant 
vigilance.

F in e  R oad D u st  Caused D isaster
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Safety Soaking
I t  I s  n e x t  t o  i m 

p o s s i b l e  t o  b u i l d  
a n d  m a i n t a i n  c a r s  
t h a t  d o  n o t  l e a k  
c o a l  d u s t ,  a n d  n o  
m i n e r  i s  h a p p y  u n 
l e s s  h e  h a s  l o a d e d  
a  c a r  s o  h i g h  i t  
n e e d s  t o p p i n g — a n d ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  p r o b 
a b l y  d r o p s  f i n e  c o a l  
o v e r - s i d e  a l o n g  t h e  
e n t r y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
a  q u a n t i t y  o f  t h e  
f i n e s t  d u s t  w i l l  
b lo w  o f f  a s  t h e  t r i p  
s p e e d s  a l o n g .  T h e  
b e s t  r e m e d y  i s  t h e  
s p r a y .  H e r e  w e  
h a v e  t h e  t y p e  u s e d  
b y  t h e  P h e l p s  
D o d g e  C o r p o r a t i o n  
in  D a w s o n ,  N e w  
M e x ic o .

divided coal dust to settle out la ter on props, timbers, 
caps, floor, rib  and roof ledges and rock gob. I t  is, 
therefore, readily apparent th a t face regions a re  likely 
to be decidedly dangerous as to fine coal dust. Flame 
fo r ignition is found most frequently a t or around the 
face region in open lights and m ethane accumulations, 
or electric arcs and methane or dust, or both, or blown- 
out shots into m ethane or dust. So i t  is extremely 
desirable th a t the dust a t or near faces be “killed” and 
kept “dead” a t all tim es w ith adequate w atering.

U se  of W ater B e n e f it s  M iners

The use of w ater a t and around the face, in addition 
to preventing dust from  igniting or propagating an 
explosion, also keeps out of the a ir  the dense clouds of 
fine coal dust which are certainly detrim ental to health 
of workers, particularly  machine runners. Rock dusting 
w ithout the  use of w ater a t the face would tend to 
intensify the probable health hazard to face workers 
from breath ing dust suspended in the air.

Moreover, unless the dust is wet down a t and around 
the face regions, it  is certain  th a t fine dry coal dust 
from  faces and from  cars will soon settle upon adjacent 
rock-dusted surfaces. The 15 to 30 per cent of combus
tible m atte r which makes some w estern coal-mine dusts 
inflammable, will be found to have made rock dusting 
ineffective almost as quickly as evaporation renders 
sprinkling ineffective.

I t  has long been known th a t intake a ir  courses, 
especially those acting as main haulage roads, have been 
decidedly difficult to keep sufficiently m oist. Recent ex
plosions orig inating  comparatively near mine entrances 
on intake a ir  courses of sprinkled mines have convinced 
many of the most enthusiastic advocates of w atering 
methods th a t the use of w ater on these main haulage 
intakes is dangerous (though in Colorado the advocates 
of the preheating-hum idifying system still hold their 
position). In Utah, and, to a considerable extent, in 
Wyoming and in New Mexico, and to a slight extent in 
Colorado, the idea now is to rock dust thoroughly the 
main intake main haulage roads (roofs, ribs, and floor) 
a t least as fa r  into the mine as freezing extends in 
w in ter; and to divide the mines into sections and protect 
all sections of the mines by rock-dust barriers, m ean
while using day-pay men to sprinkle intensively in terior 
auxiliary haulage roads, room necks and opefi gobs. :

One of the w orst difficulties being encountered where 
main haulage m ain intake entries are rock dusted is 
the fact th a t much coal is spilled along the  tracks and 
th is soon becomes fine and dry and upon being thrown 
into the a ir  it settles and tends to make the rock dusting 
unsafe in a short time. While the ultim ate remedies 
fo r th is  would be adoption of a tig h t car and restric tion  
of topping, neither remedy can be applied readily and 
it is now proposed in some .U tah mines to  run  a w ater 
car along these haulage entries, keeping wet the region 
between and immediately outside of the rails.

Failure to keep open, abandoned, or non-working 
places well sprinkled is responsible fo r the spread of 
most of the explosions in mines where sprinkling sys
tem s are in use. These open non-working regions are 
dangerous and, if they cannot be sealed, should be kept 
either well sprinkled or well rock-dusted. W here they 
cannot be traveled, stationary  w ater sprays running 
continuously are being much used in the West, but by 
all odds the safest method is sealing, where th is  is 
feasible.

I t  is stated th a t practically 30 per cent of w ater 
m ust be present to prevent propagation of a violent 
explosion through fine coal dust. I am' somewhat dis
inclined to accept this. I have seen “bug dust” so 
wet as to be almost “sopping”—but containing only 
12 per cent m oisture— which I am certain  no explosion 
could ignite, irrespective of its violence, if the blast 
were confined to the usual duration of but a fraction of 
a second.

S pr in k l in g  Must  B e S ystem atic

I t  is frequently stated  th a t fine dry coal dust either 
will not mix w ith or absorb w ater or will do it  only 
w ith difficulty and delay. Years of experience in 
W estern mines prove th a t even in those mines which 
have no shale or slate to aid in absorption of m oisture 
and where the coal is of a more or less oily nature, if 
the underground workings are sprinkled systematically 
even tlje newly deposited very fine dry dust is easily 
moistened. However, where sprinkling is of a hap
hazard natu re  and successive applications of w ater are  
made only a f te r  the workings have become dangerously 
dry, it is difficult to get fine, dry coal dust moistened. 
It will float for days, even weeks, rem aining absolutely 
dry  upon a pool of water.
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Shops, Substation and Tipple of the Harvey Coal Co. of Harveyton, Ky.
U n t i l  r e c e n t l y  t h i s  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n  w e n t  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  H a z a r d  J e l l i c o  C o a l  C o ., a n d  w a s  o p e r a t e d  b y  

J e w e t t ,  B ig e lo w  &  B r o o k s .  T h i s  m in e ,  l i k e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  H a z a r d  f ie ld ,  u s e s  d r o p - b o t t o m  
m i n e  c a r s .  T h e  m a i n  h a u l w a y s  w h i c h  e n t e r  t h e  c o a l  s e a m  a t  t i p p l e  h e i g h t  o n  e a c h  s id e  

o f  t h e  v a l l e y ,  a r e  d i r e c t l y  I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  t i p p l e .

One of the worst fallacies in connection w ith use of 
w ater in coal mines is th a t a mine is sprinkled  when 
a w ater car or hose is run over a few workings once 
every week or month or year and a little dab of water 
placed between the rails on the floor. Real sprinkling 
requires th a t ribs, roof, tim bers and floor be th o r
oughly washed down and never allowed to become dry. 
I f  th is is not done, a mine is not sprinkled. I f  i t  is 
done, the ribs and roof and tim bers will be kept free of 
dust and the floor will have the extremely fine, hence 
dangerous, dust either washed down under the coarse 
coal to the solid floor, or attached to larger pieces in 
such m anner th a t only a violent explosion can bring 
it into suspension even if  i t  should become dry.

Another fallacy as to effective use of w ater is th a t 
when w ater is placed on roof, or ribs, or floor, there 
is resu ltan t damage from  caving, sloughing, squeezing, 
etc. While i t  is probably true  th a t there will be at 
first some falls or sim ilar tem porary trouble and pos
sibly, in a few isolated cases, perm anent difficulties, 
still, the localities where perm anent in jury  is suffered 
are decidedly few.

While it is in teresting to read of explosions stopped 
by rock dusting and rock-dust barriei’S in southern 
Illinois, it is decidedly dangerous to generalize from  
this th a t sim ilar results can be obtained in all coal 
mines by sim ilar methods. Illinois coal dusts are not 
nearly as inflammable as are coal dusts from  many 
other p arts  of the country, particularly  the Rocky 
Mountain States. I have seen a report on an explosion 
in a southern Illinois coal mine which was started  by 
gas ignition by an open lamp. I t  blew out a consid
erable num ber of brattices and stopped of itse lf as there 
were no sprinkling, rock dusting, or other explosion- 
prevention m easures; and the report stated th a t there 
was present “ample fine dry coal dust along the roads 
and ribs to propagate an extremely violent explosion.” 
From  this occurrence, it would appear th a t rock- 
dusting methods th a t would easily stop incipient explo
sions in southern Illinois would be of little u tility  in 
regions th a t have really dangerous dust.

While sprinkling is alleged to have failed in several

instances, it will be found th a t in practically every 
such alleged failure there were lapses from  efficient 
sprinkling practice which caused the trouble ra th e r 
than failure of the method. The Dawson No. 1 explo
sion in February, 1923, and the Dolomite explosion in 
November, 1922, proved th a t it is almost impossible 
to apply sprinkling methods safely or successfully to 
main intake a ir courses, especially those which act also 
as main haulage roads.

The Dolomite explosion, frequently pointed out as a 
failure of sprinkling, really shows how advantageous 
sprinkling is. The explosion, s ta rtin g  near the mouth 
of the intake haulageway, reached into the mine only 
about 1,000 ft. I t  killed about 90 men who happened 
to be concentrated in a limited area, yet, on account of 
the effectiveness of the sprinkling in th is dry mine, the 
blast was unable to get into the in terio r of the mine 
where about 700 additional men were employed; these 
700 men undoubtedly owed their lives to sprinkling.

The list of explosions stopped by w ater can be ex
tended read ily : I know of a t least 20 authentic instances. 
While there have been explosions in mines having 
sprinkling systems, the trouble almost invariably has 
been not w ith the system but w ith violations of the 
system. Rock dusting in mines will also fail if it is 
neglected even tem porarily.

Canadian Coals T est Better T han  
Som e A m erican A nthracite

The Dominion Fuel Board and the Fuel Testing D iv i-, 
sion of the D epartm ent of Mines are m aking a series of 
tests upon various types of fuels to ascertain their 
relative values when burned in standard  types of hot- 
w ater house-heating furnaces. These tests are still in 
progress, but results to date show th a t B ritish  an th ra 
cites, cokes, and certain  high-grade low-voltile bitum i
nous coals, including A lberta coals of the Canmore 
class, appear to have a g rea ter heating value than  the 
average American an thracite sold a t Ottawa. From  
3 to 1 ton of those coals produced as much heat as a ton 
of American anthracite.
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Good Coal Advertising Has 
Strong B ackground

Indiana M ining Com pany M akes Sure I t Is  
“A ble and Sincere,” T h en  It S e lls  to the  
Consum er I t s e l f  F irst and Its  Coal Second

HOW SHOULD COAL be advertised? The ques
tion has puzzled many a mine owner and sales- 
manager. Usually they have arrived a t the 

conclusion th a t there is nothing better to do than  use 
up some white space w ith a lot of the standai’d claims 
of coal quality and service and let i t  go a t that. They 
talk  coal and nothing but coal. B ut out in T erre Haute, 
Ind., E arl Shagley, treasurer, and, incidentally, adver
tising m anager of W alter Bledsoe & Co., has a different 
idea. He reverses the usual program . His advertising 
sells his company— first to the men in the company, 
then to the men in the mines and lastly to the consuming 
public.

His company goes through all the usual motions of 
advertising— th a t is, it uses space in about the same 
mediums th a t other coal companies do. I t gets out the 
usual blotters and the usual envelope stuffers so fam iliar 
to users of coal. I t  sometimes “circularizes the trad e” 
ju s t as other coal companies have done fo r a generation, 
when they needed business. B ut there’s a difference. 
The difference begins to make itself felt long before 
any advertising appears before the public.

Before a single printed appeal can be made, this 
Indiana company feels th a t it m ust tu rn  the spotlight 
upon itself and see w hether it is “able and sincere.” 
This sounds odd. A coal producing company examining 
itself to see whether it  is “able and sincere” m ight p re
sent a ra th e r ludicrous spectacle. But th is one doesn’t.

I t  m ust have the ability, measured in property, 
mechanism and men, to produce coal th a t will meet 
certain needs of consumers. I t  m ust have the  ability 
to prepare th a t coal properly a f te r  it comes out of the 
ground. Every man who sells coal knows w hat u tte r 
devastation in his business can be w rought by the de
livery of poorly prepared coal to an exacting customer. 
And th a t company m ust have the ability to sell the 
coal and adequately handle the hundred and one items 
of distribution a f te r  it  is sold. There is a g reat deal 
to be discovered by a coal company examining itself to 
learn its  own ability.

As to its  sincerity, a company has something to  learn 
also. Are the men a t the face and in the tipple awake 
to the fac t th a t the president of the company and the 
salesm anager and the salesman in Dubuque and the 
one in Chicago and the one in D etroit are all counting

N o t e — I n  t h e  h e a d p i e c e  i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  w h i c h  W a l t e r  B le d s o e  & 
C o . .u s e s  a s  i t s  s y m b o l  o n  l e t t e r  h e a d s ,  in  a d v e r t i s i n g - a n d  o n  a l l  
o c c a s i o n s .  I t  is  a  p i c t u r e  o f  s t u r d y ,  e n d u r i n g :  t r e e s  s u g g e s t i n g  a  
s t u r d y ,  e n d u r i n g  c o a l  c o m p a n y .

on “the boys a t the mines” to do a careful job of pro
ducing and preparing and loading coal? Many a good 
coal man who has despaired of ever getting  any 
friendly co-operation out of union mine labor will have 
a good laugh at this. But a few do not. They feel 
that, a fte r all, mine labor is ju s t like other labor: 
Properly impressed w ith the fact th a t a lot of men 
scattered everywhere are depending on them  to do 
their jobs well, the chances are m iners will be more, 
sincere in their work.

That is the idea in the Bledsoe company. And so 
Shagley w rites messages th a t are d istributed as letters 
to miners. Foremen and bosses are encouraged to 
supervise more closely and in a sp irit th a t will make 
a man want to load out clean coal. Also men are called 
into the headquarters office of the company—not merely 
into the mine office—and the lesson of clean coal is 
taugh t there w ith frank  friendliness, not w ith ani
mosity. This is unusual. The result is, the man ordi
narily  goes back into the mine deeply impressed with 
the sincere purpose of the company fo r which he works. 
And the chances are he doesn’t  fo rget it.

Then it is necessary to sell sincerity  to the men out 
in the field, too. I t  is easy for salesmen of coal to 
feel th a t all th e ir company w ants is orders and th a t 
they, themselves, are only order takers. Im agine how 
such a man would feel when a string  of letters like this 
caught up with him, one a fte r another:
" D e a r  D a v e :

“ A  p o o r  c o a l  p e d d l e r  a w a k e n e d  in  a  l i t t l e  h o t e l  i n  a  t a n k  to w n .
" T h e  n e w - u p  s u n  s h o n e  d i m l y  t h r o u g h  a  d i r t y  w in d o w .
" T h e  h o o t  o f  a  l o c o m o t i v e  h a m m e r e d  in t o  h i s  h a l f - w a k e n e d  

b r a i n  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  t r a i n  a n d  t h i s  m a d e  h i m  t h i n k  o f  c o a l .
" W h a t  a  j o b  ! W h a t  a  j o b  ! T o  p e d d l e  a  f e w  c a r s  o f  c o a l  t o d a y  

t h a t  n o b o d v  w a n t s  !
" A  s in k in g -  f e e l i n g  h a n g s  a r o u n d  h i s  e m p t y  m i d d le .
“ A f t e r  b e n d i n g  o v e r  a  d i r t y  w a s h  b o w l ,  h e  s lo w ly  r e a c h e s  f o r  

h i s  v e s t  a n d  t h e r e  d r o p s  t o  t h e  f lo o r  a  l i t t l e  b o o k  o f  a n c i e n t  lo r e .  
F a c e  u p  i s  t h i s  ( t r a n s l a t e d  f r o m  S a n s k r i t  a n d  w r i t t e n  h u n d r e d s  
o f  y e a r s  a g o )  :

T u b  S a l u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  D a w n

L o o k  t o  t h e  E x h o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  D a w n  !
L o o k  t o  t h i s  D a y ,  f o r  i t  i s  L i f e ,
T h e  v e r y  L i f e  o f  L i f e .
I n  i t s  b r i e f  c o u r s e  l i e  a l l  t h e  V e r i t i e s  
A n d  R e a l i t i e s  o f  y o u r  E x i s t e n c e  ;
T h e  B l i s s  o f  G r o w t h ,
T h e  G l o r y  o f  A c t i o n ,
T h e  S p l e n d o r  o f  B e a u t y  ;
F o r  Y e s t e r d a y  i s  b u t  a  D r e a m ,
A n d  T o m o r r o w  is  o n l y  a  V i s io n  ;
B u t  T o d a y  w e l l  l i v e d
M a k e s  e v e r y  T o m o r r o w  a  V i s i o n  o f  H o p e .
L o o k  w e l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  t h i s  D a y  !
S u c h  i s  t h e  S a l u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  D a w n .

" H e  s i t s  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  m u s s e d - u p  b e d  a n d  r e a d s  i t .
" H e  r e a d s  i t  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n  !
“ T h e  p o o r  c o a l  p e d d l e r  f a d e s  f r o m  t h e  s c e n e  !
“ I n  h i s  p l a c e  s i t s  a  f u e l  a m b a s s a d o r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  b e s t  c o a l  

d i s t r i b u t i n g  c o m p a n y  in  t h e  g r e a t  l a n d .
" W h y  p e d d l e  a  c a r  o f  c o a l  t o d a y  t o  a  r e l u c t a n t  b u y e r ?
" C o n v in c e  a  c o a l  u s e r  t h a t  h i s  p e r m a n e n t  a d v a n t a g e  l i e s  i n  t y i n g
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E A R L  S H A G L E Y .”

WALTER HLEDSOE & CO.

T E -

u p  c o n t i n u o u s l y  w i t h  a  c o n c e r n  w h o s e  b u s i n e s s  p r i n c i p l e  i s — A  
b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n  t h a t  i s  n o t  t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s  
c o n c e r n e d  is  t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  n e i t h e r . ’

“A company of ample resources.
“ A  c o m p a n y  w h o s e  g o o d  w i l l  i s  i t s  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t  a n d — 'G o o d  

w i l l  i s  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p l e a s e d  c u s t o m e r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
p l a c e  w h e r e  h e  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  t r e a t e d . ’ ( U .  S . S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
d e c i s i o n . )

" I t  i s  a l l  i r r e s i s t i b l e  !
“ T h e  d im ,  d i r t y  r o o m  f a d e s .  I t  w a s  o n ly  a  p l a c e  t o  s t a y  u n t i l  h e  

c o u l d  g e t  i n t o  a c t i o n .
" H o w  h e  i s  g r e e t e d  t h a t  d a y  !
" J o y  a n d  s u c c e s s  a n d  w o r k  a r e  i n  h im .  G r e a t  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  

g o o d  w i l l  a r e  b a c k  o f  h im .
" H i s  n o o n  h a m  a n d  e g g s  a r e  t h e  f o o d  o f  t h e  g o d s .
“ T h e  n i g h t  r e p o r t s  a n d  o r d e r s  s e n t  in  m a r k  t h e  e n d  o f  a  

p e r f e c t  d a y .
“ P e r h a p s  a  n e w  c u s t o m e r  a n d  f r i e n d  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  

y e a r s  t o  c o m e .
“ I t  i s  a  b u l l y  b u s i n e s s  !

“ S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,
“ ( S i g n e d )

Unusual letters like th is to 
salesmen are only one means 
of teaching sincerity —  the 
sincere desire of the company 
to make new customers and 
new friends and to keep them.
In a thousand ways the com
pany tries to impress sincer
ity  upon these men. It is not 
all done through Shagley’s . 
letters, but a paragraph from  
one o f the letters is inter
esting.

" S i n c e r e ”
S i n c e r e  i s  f r o m  t h e  L a t i n  a n d  

m e a n s  “ w i t h o u t  w a x . ”  T h e  g r e a t  
s c u l p t o r s  o f  R o m e  m a d e  t h e i r  s t a t 
u e s  o f  f i n e s t  m a r b l e .  L a t e r  a  s o r t  
o f  c o m m e r c i a l i z e d  a r t  c a m e  a l o n g  
a n d  l e s s e r  s c u l p t o r s  m a d e  s t a t u e s  
a n d  f i l l e d  t h e  i m p e r f e c t  p l a c e s  in  
t h e i r  i n f e r i o r  m a r b l e  w i t h  w a x .
F o r  a  t i m e  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  d e c e iv e d  
b u t  t h e  f r a u d  w a s  s o o n  o u t .  T h e  
b e s t  m a r b l e s  w e r e  t h e n  c a l l e d  “ S in e  
c e r a ” — w i t h o u t  w a x .  H e n c e  o u r  
w o r d  " S i n c e r e . "  L i t e r a l l y  " w i t h 
o u t  w a x . ”

In all these communications 
to the whole organization two 
thoughts are kept to the fore
front. They are these : “Good 
will is  the disposition of the 
pleased customer to return to 
the place where he has been 
well treated” and, “A  business 
transaction that is not to the advantage of both parties 
is  to the advantage of neither.” This sort of th ing  
builds good will— and sincerity.

The company’s advertising broke into print only after  
a consistent effort had been made to assure both the 
ability and the sincerity o f the whole organization. 
And when it finally came, it w asn’t like other coal 
advertising.

“We realize,” says Mr. Shagley, “that coal advertising  
cannot create new and additional demand for coal. We 
can only get coal business by g iving a superior product 
and service together w ith pleasant relations which make 
it  a mutual advantage proposition and in that way take 
business away from  some concern that cannot, or will 
not, give such service and furnish such a product 
as ours.”

So he did not set out to w rite ordinary advertising for  
his company’s coal. This is  w hat he wrote on one occa
sion, for newspaper display in h is principal market 
centers :

P r u n e s  a n d  C o .v l

T h e  W e s t e r n  P r u n e  G r o w e r s  h a v e  s p e n t  h u g e  s u m s  o f  m o n e y  I n  
c r e a t i n g  a  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t .  A s  t h e  m a i l  m a n  g o e s  d o w n  
t h e  f r o n t  w a l k .  M o t h e r  d r o p s  i n t o  a  c h a i r  a n d  lo o k s  t h r o u g h  h e r  
f a v o r i t e  m a g a z i n e .  H e r e  i s  a  w h o l e  p a g e  o f  w o n d e r f u l  r e c i p e s  a n d  
h o w  e a s y  t h e y  a r e  t o  p r e p a r e .  “ I  m u s t  o r d e r  m o r e  P r u n e s , ”  s h e

Coal and Advertising
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s a y s .  T h e  C h i l d r e n  c o m e  h o m e  f r o m  s c h o o l  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  m a g a 
z i n e  o n  t h e  f l o o r  b e t w e e n  th e m ,  s c a n  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  " M o t h e r ,  l e t ’s  
h a v e  p r u n e s  f o r  d i n n e r . ”  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  D a d  i s  l u r e d  b y  t h e  
p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  l u s c i o u s  f r u i t  a n d ,  a s  M o t h e r  d a r n s  t h e  s o c k s  b y  t h e  
s h a d e d  l a m p  in  t h e  c o r n e r ,  h e  m e n t i o n s  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  P r u n e s  f o r  
b r e a k f a s t .  T h u s  t h e  b a l l  r o l l s  o n .  G r e a t  n e w  o r c h a r d s  a r e  
p l a n t e d  a n d  t h e  p r o d u c t  i s  s o ld .  A  w o n d e r f u l  g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  
f o r  p r u n e s  i s  b e i n g  c r e a t e d .

W e  c a n n o t  c r e a t e  a  d e m a n d  f o r  c o a l .  B a c h  i n d u s t r y  a n d  e a c h  
h o u s e h o l d  u s e s  t h e  f u e l  r e q u i r e d .  N o  m o r e ,  n o  l e s s .  E a c h  u s e r  
h a s  s o m e  s o u r c e  o f  s u p p l y .  B u s i n e s s  c o m e s  t o  u s  o n l y  a s  w e  a r e
a b l e  t o  r e n d e r  S u p e r i o r  F u e l  S e r v i c e .  T o  i n d u c e  y o u  t o  t r u s t  y o u r
f u e l  p r o b l e m s  to  u s ,  w e  m u s t  p r o v e  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  g iv e  y o u  a  s a t i s 
f a c t o r y  f u e l ,  p r o p e r l y  p r i c e d  a n d  w i t h  i t  a  r e a l  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  
s e r v i c e .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  d o  t h i s  i s  e v i d e n c e d  
b y  o u r  C o n t i n u o u s  G r o w t h  a n d  b y  t h e  g r o w i n g  l i s t  o f  f in e  i n d u s 
t r i e s  w h o  t r u s t  t o  u s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e i r  f u e l  n e e d s .

Imagine a coal company buying a full page of space in 
a big-city newspaper to discuss, not coal, but coal adver
tisin g  ! That was another of Shagley’s methods of get

ting h is company significantly  
and im pressively before coal 
consumers. He told so inter
esting a story in such an easy- 
to-read typographical layout 
that the advertisem ent won 
widespread attention. It gave 
a good many coal consumers a 
very definite im pression that 
th is company m ust be a sub
stantial concern w ith some
thing worth while to offer the 
public or it  wouldn’t  take the 
trouble to teach such whole
some lessons to its own men—  
the text of the advertisem ent 
w as nothing but one o f the 
Shagley letters addressed to 
“Everyone c o n n e c t e d  w ith  
W alter Bledsoe & Co.” It 
ran th u s :

W alter B led soe & Com pany

This Is Unusual Coal Advertising
T h e r e  a r e  n o  s u p e r l a t i v e  c l a i m s  f o r  “ o u r  c o a l ”  i n  t h i s  

f u l l  p a g e  in  a  n e w s p a p e r .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  c o p y  m e r e l y  l e t s  
t h e  p u b l i c  s e e  a  c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g  l e t t e r  t h e  c o m p a n y  
s e n t  i t s  e m p lo y e e s .  I t  s o l d  c o a l .

* C o a l  a n d  A d v e r t i s i n g

A l l  o f  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  o f  W a l t e r  
B l e d s o e  &  C o m p a n y  i s  w r i t t e n  b y  
o n e  o f  t h e  o f f ic ia l s  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y .  
T h i s  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m e a n  t h a t  
i t  i s  t h e  b e s t  o f  “ c o p y .”  I t  d o e s  
m e a n  t h a t  i t  i s  s i n c e r e  a n d  t h a t  i t  
w o r k s  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i 
z a t i o n  o u t w a r d .  T h e  t h o u g h t  o f t e n  
c a m e  t o  t h e  w r i t e r — “ D o e s  e v e r y o n e  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  o u r  c o m p a n y  r e a l i z e  
w h a t  m u s t  b e  b a c k  o f  o u r  a d v e r t i s 
i n g  i f  i t  i s  t o  s u c c e e d ? ”  F r o m  t h i s  
t h o u g h t  g r e w  a  l e t t e r  o n  " C o a l  A d 
v e r t i s i n g . "  T h i s  l e t t e r  h a s  b e e n  

d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i 
b u t i o n  o f  o u r  c o a l— t o  s o m e  t w o  t h o u s a n d  m i n e r s ,  t o  o u r  e x e c u 
t i v e s ,  t o  o u r  s a l e s m e n  a n d  t o  o u r  o ff ic e  b o y s .

T h e n  c a m e  t h e  t h o u g h t — W o u l d  i t  i n t e r e s t  y o u  a s  a  c o a l  u s e r ?  
W o u l d  i t  g i v e  y o u  a  c l e a r e r  v i e w  o f  o u r  p r o b l e m s ,  o u r  i d e a s  a n d
o u r  i d e a l s ?  F e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  w o u ld ,  i t  i s  p r i n t e d  b e l o w  j u s t  a s
w r i t t e n  a n d  j u s t  s e n t  t o  o u r  p e o p l e — t o  o u r s e l v e s .

A n  O p e n  L e t t e r  t o  E v e r y o n e  C o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
W A L T E R  B L E D S O E  &  C O .

T h e  b e s t  a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  b a c k e d  b y  
t h e  b e s t  p r o d u c t ,  t h e  b e s t  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  p l e a s a n t  
s e r v i c e .

A  f e w  w e e k s  a g o  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  i n  T h e  S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g  P o s t  
a  d o u b l e - p a g e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  o f  a  n e w  b r a n d  o f  b e a n s .

T h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w a s  v e r y  w e l l  w r i t t e n ,  t e l l i n g  o f  t h e  m e t h o d  
o f  b a k i n g  b e a n s  u s e d  b y  t h e  n o r t h w o o d s m e n .  T h e y  p l a c e d  t h e  
b e a n s  a n d  o t h e r  i n g r e d i e n t s  i n  b i g  s t o n e  b e a n  p o t s  w h i c h  w e r e  
b u r i e d  u n d e r  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  c o v e r e d  w i t h  l i v e  c o a l s  i n  s u c h  a  
w a y  t h a t  t h e y  b a k e d  to  a  w o n d e r f u l  c r i s p n e s s  a n d  f la v o r .

I t  i s  a l l  v e r y  c o n v i n c i n g  a n d  y o u  c a n  a l m o s t  s e e  a n d  t a s t e  t h e  
w o n d e r s  o f  t h o s e  b e a n s .  Y o u  w a n t  t o  t r y  t h e m .

* * * ■
S u p p o s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  y o u  o r d e r  a  c a n  f r o m  y o u r  g r o c e r  a n d  f in d  

s o m e  h a l f  d o z e n  f a u l t y ,  b l a c k  a n d  s h r i v e l e d  b e a n s  a m o n g  t h e  
g o o d  o n e s  a n d  m a y  b e  tw o  o r  t h r e e  s m a l l  o b j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  
b e a n s  a t  a l l .  T h e  a p p e a l  t o  y o u  i s  g o n e  a n d  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i s  l o s t ?  W h y ?  I m p u r i t i e s  a n d  p o o r  p r e p a r a t i o n !

T h e y  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  p a y  $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  o r  5 1 3 ,0 0 0  f o r  t h i s  a d v e r 
t i s e m e n t  o u t  o f  p r o f i t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c a n  s a l e s .  T o  p a y  f o r  t h i s  
a d v e r t i s i n g ,  t h e y  m u s t  c r e a t e  g o o d  w i l l  a n d  " g o o d  w i l l  i s  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p l e a s e d  c u s t o m e r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  
h e  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  t r e a t e d . ”  I m p u r i t i e s  a n d  p o o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  h a v e  
l o s t  t h e m  a  p e r m a n e n t  c u s t o m e r .

I m p u r i t i e s  a n d  p o o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  in  t h i s  o n e  c a s e  m a y  h a v e  c o s t  
t h e m  s e v e r a l  p e r m a n e n t  c u s t o m e r s  b e c a u s e  w e  t e l l  o u r  f r i e n d s  
w h e r e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  “ w e l l  t r e a t e d ”  a n d  w h e r e  w e  h a v e  n o t .

*  *  *

O n e  o f  o u r  s a l e s m e n  m a y  t e l l  v e r y  c o n v i n c i n g l y  o f  o u r  c o a l  a n d  
p r o c u r e  a  n e w  c u s t o m e r .  O u r  a d v e r t i s i n g  m a y  h a v e  h e l p e d  t h e
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Mining Men in the Far Southwest Are Perfecting More Rock Dusting Machinery

Testing It Out
A  t r a v e l i n g  b l o w e r  ( l e f t )  d i s t r i b u t e s  

d r y  m o r e n c i  t a i l i n g s  f r o m  a  n e a r b y  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  m i l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o a l  
w o r k i n g s .  T h e  d e v i c e  c a n n o t  r e a c h  
t r a c k l e s s  e n t r i e s  s o  t h e s e  a r e  c o v 
e r e d  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  a  l o n g  s e c t i o n  o f
8 - in .  t u b i n g .  T h i s  c o m p a n y  u s e s  p r a c 
t i c a l l y  e v e r y  k n o w n  s a f e t y  m e t h o d .

s a l e s m e n  t o  p r o c u r e  t h e  o r d e r .  T h e  c a r  o f  c o a l  i s  s h i p p e d  f r o m  
t h e  m i n e  a n d ,  w h e n  i t  a r r i v e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  l u m p s  in  i t  i n  
w h i c h  c o a l  a n d  i m p u r i t i e s  a r e  m ix e d .

T h e r e  a r e  c h u n k s  o f  s u l p h u r  r o c k .
T h e r e  a r e  g o b s  o f  f i r e c l a y  o r  s l a b s  o f  s l a t e .
T h e r e  i s  r o c k — p l a i n  r o c k .  ■
T h e  s a l e s m a n  d i d  n o t  s e l l  s u c h  t h i n g s ;  t h e  n e w  c u s t o m e r  d id

n ° O r ) l ti ie*  c a r  i s  p o o r l y  t r i m m e d  a n d  lo a d e d .  T h e  c u s t o m e r  e x 
p e c t e d  a  n i c e l y  l o a d e d  s a m p l e  c a r  a n d  t h i s  i s  w h a t  h e  g o t !

I t  i s  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  b e a n s .  W e  h a v e  l o s t  t h e  m o n e y  w e  p u t  in t o  
o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g .  W e  h a v e  l o s t  t h e  s a l e s m e n ’s  e f f o r t s  a n d  t h e  
m o n e y  h i s  e f f o r t s  c o s t .  W e  h a v e  l o s t  w h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a  
l a s t i n g  f r i e n d  a n d  c u s t o m e r — l o s t  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  i m p u r i t i e s  a n d  
p o o r  p r e p a r a t i o n .  . ,  _

W e  c a n n o t  e x i s t  o n  s i n g l e  c a r  s a l e s  b u t  i n s t e a d  m u s t  h a v e  
“ p l e a s e d  c u s t o m e r s ”  w h o  w i l l  “ r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e y  
h a v e  b e e n  w e l l  t r e a t e d . ”  T o  r u n  t h e  m i n e s  w e l l  a n d  r e g u l a r l y ,  
w e  m u s t  h a v e  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  s a t i s f i e d  c u s t o m e r s .  Y o u  
m i n e  p e o p l e  c a n  c e r t a i n l y  s e e  t h e  p o i n t .  B y  p o o r l y  c l e a n e d ,  p o o r l y  
s i z e d  o r  p o o r l y  p r e p a r e d  c o a l  y o u  c a n  k i l l  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  o u r  
a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  t h e  w o r k  o f  o u r  e n t i r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  O n  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  b y  s e e i n g  t h a t  e v e r y  c a r  o f  c o a l  t h a t  g o e s  o u t  f r o m  
t h e  m i n e  ( y o u r  m i n e ) ,  i s  a  w e l l  c l e a n e d ,  w e l l  s i z e d ,  w e l l  l o a d e d  
s a m p l e ,  y o u  s t a n d  s q u a r e l y  b a c k  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Y o u  c a n  
m a k e  o u r  e f f o r t s  c o u n t  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  b e  g o o d  r u n n i n g  t i m e  
f o r  t h e  m i n e s  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  e v e r y o n e .

* * *

T h e  b e a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  c a r r i e d  a  c o u p o n  w h i c h  w a s  to  b e  
p r e s e n t e d  a t  y o u r  g r o c e r ’s  a n d  a  f r e o  s a m p l e  w o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d .  
T h i s  p r o m i s e  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  m a d e .  S o m e  p e o p l e  c a r r i e d  t h i s  
c o u p o n  t o  tw o  o r  t h r e e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  b u t  c o u l d  f in d  n o n e  o£ 
t h e  n e w  b e a n s .  T h i s  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  b e h i n d  t h e  a d v e r 
t i s i n g  w a s  l a c k i n g .  A  p r o m i s e  w a s  b r o k e n !  T h e  b e a n s  w e r e  
n o t  t h e r e  w h e n  w a n t e d  a n d  n e e d e d ! !

O u r  s e r v i c e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d e p e n d s  u p o n  o u r  t r a f f i c  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
o u r  a c c o u n t i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  u s .  I n  a  r e c e n t  
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w e  s a i d —
P E R M A N E N T  S E R V I C E

“ W e  l e a r n  t o  k n o w  y o u r  f u e l  p r o b l e m s . ”
“ B y  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  p r o b le m s ,  w e  c a n  s e r v e  y o u  

y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  a n d  e l i m i n a t e  y o u r  f u e l ,  w o r r i e s .
“ I f  w e  f a l l  t o  g i v e  t h i s  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  f a i l  t o  e l i m i n a t e  

t h o s e  f u e l  w o r r i e s ,  o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g  h a s  i n j u r e d  u s  I n s t e a d  o f  
h e l p i n g  u s . ”

S o m e  m o r e  o f  o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g  r e a d s —

P E R M A N E N T  M U T U A L . A D V A N T A G E
" T h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  o u r  b u s i n e s s  i s — '‘A  b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n  

t h a t  i s  n o t  t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e d  i s  t o  t h e

a d “ T h i s em e ^ in s et h a t r y o u  c a n  s a f e l y  s i g n  a  f u e l  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  u s  
y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r . ”  „ * *

T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  o u r  s a l e s m e n  to  l i v e  u p  t o  a n d  t h e y  
m u s t  f e e l  a n d  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  t h e y  m a k e  a r e  t o  t h e  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  b u y e r  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s e l l e r  I f  w e  f a i l  t o  m a k e  
o u r  s a l e s  a n d  c o n t r a c t s  t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s ,  w e  a i e  
f a i l i n g  in  t h e  m o s t  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  o u r  b u s i n e s s .

*  *  *
I n  a n o t h e r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  w h i c h  c o s t  u s  a  g o o d  d e a J _ ° f  m o n e y ,  

w e  h a v e  t h i s  t o  s a y  a b o u t  " P e r m a n e n t .  S a le s i  P o l i c y —

s e r v e  y ^ T h ^ y  a r e  S$ t o  n e e  c ^ f u s e r ^ ^ t h e i r  p e r -

r e s o u r c e s  a n d  g r e a t  g o o d  w i l l .
“ T h e y  a r e  f u e l  a m b a s s a d o r s . ”
I f  o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g  i s  t o  b e  o f  v a l u e  a n d  i f  w e  a r e  t o  b u i l d  o u r  

b u s i n e s s  o n  t h e s e  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  w o r t h y  p r i n c i p l e s ,  o u r  s a l e s m e n  
m u s t  p r o v e  t h e m  in  t h e i r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  c o a l  u s e r s .

W e  p r o m i s e  i n  o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h a t ,  w i t h  o u r  c o a l ,  o u r  o r g a n i z a 
t i o n  a n d  o u r  f u e l  e n g i n e e r ,  w e  w i l l  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  i d e a l  o f  a  
s m o o t h  r u n n i n g ,  e c o n o m ic a l  b o i l e r - r o o m - w e l l  c o a l e d — a n d  t h a t  
w e  w i l l  m a k e  t h i s  s e r v i c e  p e r m a n e n t  w h e r e  w e  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  
t o  d o  s o .  A l l  o f  t h i s  c a n  b e  d o n e ,  b u t  i t  i s  p r o m i s i n g  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  a n d  m e a n s  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  h a r d  w o r k  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  
a l l  o f  u s .

* *  *

S h a l l  w e  s p e n d  m o r e  m o n e y  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  w e  
h a v e  a  p r o d u c t  a n d  a  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  b e s t ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  w e  “ «^ve 
t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  h a r d  w o r k  o f  t h e  m i n e r ,  t h e  
m i n e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  t h e  t r a f f i c  d e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  d e p a r t -  
m e n t ,  t h e  s a l e s  f o r c e ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  f o r c e  a n d  e v e r y o n e  c o n n e c t e d  
w i t h  W a i t e r  B le d s o e  & C o m p a n y  b a c k  o f  t h i s  a d v e r t i s i n g ?

S h a l l  e v e r y o n e  k n o w  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  is  d o i n g  h i s  b e s t  '
B e c a u s e  w e  k n o w  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  l e t  u s  m a k e  f o r  V a l t e r  B le d s o e  

&  C o m p a n y  t h e  o ld  t o a s t  o f  R i p  V a n  W i n k l e —  M A Y  Y O U  L I V E  
L O N G  A N D  P R O S P E R . ”

That sort of th ing is  Earl Shagley’s idea of true coal 
advertising. The examples shown in th is article are 
typical of the sp irit o f his company’s advertising to 
the public.

But what of the results? It is exactly as hard to 
answer th is question as it is  for W illiam W rigley, Jr., 
to put h is finger on the definite results h is company gets 
from its fam iliar chewing gum  advertisem ents. Y et 
he continues to spend m illions annually on them. 
N either can Henry Ford tell anybody the concrete re
sults of advertising motor cars; yet he continues to 
advertise them. These successful advertisers know, 
however, that their business is enlarged by advertising, 
even though people who buy those particular chewing 
gums and automobiles may not realize that they were 
influenced to do so by w hat they saw in print.

Just so w ith th is Indiana coal company. The ques
tion was put to Charles H. Hall, active head of the 
company.

“Well,” said he, “naturally I can't run my finger 
through the books and point out each shipm ent that can 
be traced directly to our advertising; though we do 
know of some, at that. But we are so confident that 
Shagley’s type of advertising builds business for us 
that we are going to continue spending money on it 
That speaks for itself.”
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Union Wins and Loses Injunctions 
In West Virginia Strike

P ic k e tin g  R estra in ed  in  B arbour C ou n ty , Is  M ade M ore In te n s iv e  
W h en  J u d g e  B aker S u sta in s U n io n — B ittn e r  P red ic ts  

Spread o f S tr ik e— R o u g h  W o rk  S tarts

I
i l l i .

’ .. ■'■■■■

Picketing the activities at eight non
union mines in Barbour and adjoining 
counties of W est Virginia is  forbidden 
in a temporary injunction issued May 9 
by Judge Warren B. Kittle in the Cir
cuit Court at Phillippe, W. Va., upon 
application of the coal companies. Bar
bour County is in the Northern coal 
fields, where a general strike was called 
by the union on April 1.

The companies charged in their peti
tion that a series of “acts of violence” 
have occurred in the district for which 
“there is no other or possible reason” 
except that they were “perpetrated by 
members of the United Mine W orkers” 
or persons affiliated with the union, to 
prevent the operation of their mines on 
a non-union basis.

The injunction, in addition to the 
picketing clause, restrained members of 
the union from “loitering” near the 
mine properties.

“In the future before a temporary 
restraining order is granted defendants 
will have a right to answer the com
plaint and the plaintiff in each case will 
be compelled to file a bill of particu
lars, setting forth the charges preferred 
against the said defendants, giving the 
right to inspect and answer them,” 
Judge W. E . Baker ruled in the U. S. 
District Court of Northern W est V ir
ginia May 8, when union miners were 
sustained in their contention that they 
were allowed to picket with “peaceful 
persuasion” without running afoul of 
an injunction issued.

Van A. Bittner, chief representative 
in northern W est V irginia; Frank Led- 
vinka, of Bridgeport, Ohio, who is in 

‘charge of the strike in the Panhandle 
section, and others were cited for con
tempt in having violated an injunction 
issued to the Hitchman Coal & Coke Co. 
in 1913, but which was modified by the 
federal Court of Appeals a t Richmond 
in 1914. The present injunction pro
ceeding was brought by the W est V ir
gin! a-Pittsburgh Coal Co.

Judge Baker on Monday, May 11, 
took up the question of whether any  
of the allegations in the modified in
junction had been violated by acts of 
violence of otherwise by the defendants.

Judge Baker announced there would 
be no further injunctions issued in his 
court until a hearing had first been 
heard on the m erits of the case.

The W est Virginia-Pittsburgh Coal 
Co. applied to the federal court May 11 
for a new injunction to restrain the 
union from organizing activities in the 
Panhandle region.

In addition the company asked a w rit 
of error on Judge W. E. Baker’s ruling 
upholding the union’s contention of the 
right to organize by “peaceful per
suasion.” Judge Baker announced that 
arguments would be heard Wednesday.

Nick Manas, ;a union miner, was 
arrested May 11 by state police, charged 
with intent to assault workers as they 
entered the mine of the'Constanza Coal 
Co. The arrest was the first to be 
made in connection with picketing ac
tivities started by the union following  
the decision on “peaceful persuasion.”

The peak of non-union coal produc
tion was reached in northern W est V ir
ginia Thursday, May 7, when 1,010 
cars were loaded. Plants along the 
Monongah Division, B. & 0 ., loaded 492 
cars the same day, which was the ban
ner daily record on this division since 
April 1. Day after day additional 
mines are starting along the various 
divisions of the region, but the in
creases are especially noticeable along 
the Monongah.

A slight increase was noticed in the 
union tonnage toward the end of last 
week. On May 7, 190 cars of union 
mined coal w as produced, which was 
the best showing since the latter part 
of April.

One hundred and thirty-nine mines 
were at work in northern W est V ir
ginia last week on a non-union basis, 
while the union mines ranged from five 
to seven. Two additional union mines 
opened up last week, one being a plant 
in Scotts Run and the other one of the 
J. A. Paisley plants at Murray, near 
Fairmont.

A miner’s house near M clntire, Har
rison County, w as blown up by dyna
mite Monday, May 4. The house is 
owned by the Hutchinson Coal Co., 
which has closed all of its  mines, but 
the miners work on a non-union basis 
¿1 the plant of the Dawson Coal Co., at 
Lyon. A  miner’s house on the premises 
of the Madeira-Hill-Clark Co., at W il- 
sonburg, was blown up by dynamite 
Friday morning, May 8.

Early W ednesday morning, M ay 7, 
three transform ers of the Consolida-

Sa ys  “ G o o d  W il l” Is  M ig h ty  
T h in  S tu f f

In a discussion on labor’s anti
junction bill, in the Illinois Legis
lature, one opponent insisted that 
“good will” in business is prop
erty during all of its stages, in the 
same sense as land or goods are 
property.

The defender of this theory sub
sided when Representative Snell 
replied:

“Good will! I have seen it burn 
by night and blow away by day. 
I have seen it lost over night by 
the discretions of its owners. I 
have seen it sold and the pur
chaser found he had bought noth
ing. I tell you good w ill is only a 
flimsy, fleeting something in the 
mind of the public, sometimes hard 
to acquire and easy to lose. It is 
m ighty thin stuff.”

tion Coal Co. at Highland, in Harrison  
County, were dynamited. The intrud
ers, it  is thought, meant to blow up the 
electric lines carrying power to the 
Francis mine of the M ontfair Coal Co. 
and the Victor mine of the Monongah 
Fuel Co., a t Kilarm, which are oper
ating on a non-union basis.

“We expect to continue the strike and 
expect it to grow,” added Mr. Bittner, 
who went on to say “we’re going into 
Logan, McDowell and Mercer counties.

The miners held a number of mass 
m eetings last week in the Fairmont 
region, including some at Shinnston, 
Rivesville, Oak Point, Enterprise and 
other m ining towns. The picketing was 
especially active and every morning 
union miners were strung along the 
public roads at the Chesapeake mine of 
the Fairmont & Chicago Coal Co., 
Parker Run mine of the Fairm ont & 
Cleveland Coal Co., Mines Nos. 8 and 9 
of the Jamison Coal & Coke Co., near 
Farm ington; the Grant Town mine of 
the New England Fuel & Transporta
tion Co., the Dakota mine of the Beth
lehem Mines Corporation and others.

Governor Howard M. Gore made a 
surprise v isit to the region May 6 and 
remained several days. He received the 
reports of his personal observers, but 
had no comment to make to the press.

Judge W. S. Meredith, in Marion 
County Circuit Court at Fairmont, on 
May 5 dismissed 115 eviction suits 
brought against union miners by the 
Fairmont & Cleveland Coal Co. on the 
grounds that the words, “in the name 
of W est V irginia” were omitted in the 
summonses, which made them illegal.
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Many Opportunities Open to Consumer 
To Aid Soft-Coal Industry

B y P a u l W ooton
W a s h i n g t o n  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  C o a l A g o

That the consumer in his own in
terest and in that of the public should 
be active rather than passive in the 
face of an acute situation such as has 
overtaken the soft-coal industry was 
a thought reflected in this correspond
ence a week ago. A cross-section of 
representative opinion has been taken 
since which reveals that men who 
study coal problems all the time believe 
the consumer is in a position to exert 
great influence in such a situation. 
There is an inclination to think that 
he may not be aroused at all, and if  
he should be brought to realize his 
power, m ight not use it constructively. 
Under such circumstances as now exist, 
however, there is interest in any latent 
force that m ight be applied.

The condition which makes it hard 
for the consumer to help is the one 
which has caused the deadlock between 
the mine workers and the operators. 
Unanimous action is almost essential, 
although the consumer is much the 
freest agent of the three. There are 
certain things he can do with the 
consent of the other two factors. He 
can buy his coal in such a way as to 
influence the situation. He has a cer
tain amount of control over credit 
resources. He is in a position himself 
to go into the production of coal in a 
large way. Through his financial re
sources he may help along the con
solidation idea.

It is in this latter respect that the 
consumer is thought to have a real 
opportunity. The large consumer is in 
a position to help materially in speed
ing up consolidations, and the smaller 
consumer, who is practically synony
mous with the public, can furnish the 
sentiment which will reassure those in
terested in the plan. One deterring in
fluence thus far has been a feeling  
among some operators that a system
atic plan for consolidation might bring 
about adverse public relations.

Consumer-Should-Study Plan
If consumers of coal will analyze the 

consolidation plan they are certain to 
find it to be in their interest and in 
everybody’s interest. It will mean that 
their coal will be drawn from the low- 
cost mines in each district, w'hile the 
competition between districts and large 
units in the same district will in 
sure fa ir prices. Great encouragement 
would be given if  the public would show 
some indication that it feels that coal 
consolidations may go as far as that 
of steel. It happens that no such 
concentration o f coal-mine ownership 
is within the range of probability and 
moreover it is  not needed. The situa
tion can be met with a much less per
centage.

Property values in coal have been 
liquidated to the vanishing point. Like 
all other trends of values they have 
gone too far. Some time during the 
present depression there will be a low 
point. It is obvious that it is about 
here. Consolidations made at that low

point would have an early chance to 
profit as values recover.

Much surprise is expressed that this 
situation does not appeal to more of 
the large consumers —  particularly 
those who are seeking a guaranteed 
supply. This is thought to be the time 
of all times to take on captive mines 
with an adequate reserve tonnage.

The consumer will influence the 
situation in one way if  he buys for 
storage this summer, or in the other 
way if  he puts off buying until winter. 
The feeling is that there will be heavy 
buying for storage this summer. Most 
buyers recognize that the prices pre
vailing now are below the level of 
reasonableness and still would be below 
it  even were union wages cut. Were 
the level of union wages to fa ll it would 
not be without some cessation of pro
duction, which would tend to raise the 
price. A flurry in prices is likely to 
happen at any time that stocks are 
low. This would only delay the defla
tion process now in progress.

The placing of contracts gives the 
consumer an opportunity to make his 
influence felt decidedly. Those of the 
consumers who are going out of their 
trade territory to make long contracts 
with non-union producers in an effort 
to scotch the union certainly are mak
ing their influence felt, but there is 
difference of opinion as to the wisdom 
of this course. Some think this is 
likely to set up counterforces of an 
unsettling character.

Consumers cannot contract with 
union operators over an extended 
period at present prices, but they could 
make plain their belief that union day 
rates are too high by purchasing on 
the spot market for lowest prices.

The consumer also could do as did 
Ambassador Houghton at the Pilgrims’ 
dinner, in London, and give formal 
warning to operators and miners that 
credit may be withdrawn if they do 
not put their houses in order. The 
consumer not only has money of his 
own but he has the ear of the banker 
more frequently than the other mem
bers of the trio have.

I .  C. C. R e fu s e s  to  R e o p e n  
L a k e  R a te  Case

The petitions of the coal opera
tors of the Southern fields to have 
a rehearing of the lake cargo case 
held by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission was denied in a formal 
order entered by the commission 
May 6. The case, on which oral 
arguments recently were heard, 
therefore will rest on the record 
now before the commission.

The lake cargo case involves the 
differential in freight rates on bitu
minous coal as between the Ohio 
and Pennsylvania fields and the 
fields in Virginia, W est Virginia  
and eastern Kentucky. Pennsyl
vania and Ohio operators asked a 
widening of the differential on ship
ments to Lake Erie ports. The ex
aminer of the commission has 
recommended a wider differential 
by lowering rates from Pennsyl
vania and Ohio points and increas
ing rates from the Southern fields. 
During the oral arguments, in 
which they opposed this recommen
dation, representatives of the 
Southern operators petitioned the 
commission to reopen the case for 
the purpose of taking additional 
testimony, on the ground that most 
of the testim ony in the record re
lates to conditions in 1923 and that 
more recent conditions should be 
considered.

W h o le s a le r s  to  C o n v en e  at 
F r e n c h  L ick , J u n e  1

Plans are being made for the annual 
convention of the American Wholesale 
Coal Association, to be held at French 
Lick, Ind., June 1 and 2. In addition 
to the somewhat adverse market situa
tion confronting both wholesale and 
retail coal dealers in the country, the 
coal men will consider other questions 
of almost equal importance. Among 
the subjects to be assigned to leaders in 
the coal trade, yet unnamed, are “Com
petition of Coke, Gas and Electricity,” 
“Consigned Coal” and “Economy in 
Distribution.” Arrangements for the 
convention are in charge of G. H. 
Merryweather, of Chicago, secretary- 
treasurer of the association.

P ic k e ts  H a m p e r  O ffic ia ls  a t  
N o v a  S c o tia  M in es

Picketing- of the collieries of the 
British Empire Steel Corporation at 
Glace Bay, N. S., was begun May 5 
by representatives of the United Mine 
Workers, in order, as it was stated, to 
ascertain the number of bona fide offi
cials engaged in the work of maintain
ing the mines. In the order issued by 
the miners’ executive instructions were 
given that company officials should not 
be interfered with and good order main
tained. The pickets are stated in some 
cases to have exceeded orders by stop
ping officials below the rank of under
ground manager.

The Dominion Coal Co. (subsidiary 
of the British Empire Steel Corpora
tion) has issued the following state
ment, dated May 6:

“Pickets to the number of about 250 
were on duty at New Aberdeen and the 
central power pl’ant this morning. 
These pickets prevented any of the per
sons engaged in maintenance work 
under the rank of underground man
ager from going to their duties. This 
action made it impossible to relieve up
ward’ of 30 men engaged in mainte
nance work during the night shift. The 
men on the night shift carried on until 
11 a .m .,, when they became exhausted  
and it was necessary to close the boiler 
house and power plant at No. 2. This 
will make it impossible to pump and 
ventilate a number of collieries. Picket
ing was also carried on at Nos. 4, 5, 
10 and 24 collieries.”
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P it ts b u r g h  C oa l C o. C lo ses  
A ll  b u t  T w o  U n io n  M in es

All but two of the Pittsburgh Coal 
Co.’s union mines are now indefinitely 
closed down for the season, according 
to the officials of the company, who say  
that coal cannot be produced at the 
present high union wages and sold in 
competition with southern non-union 
coal except at a heavy loss. The four 
mines closed last week were Eclipse, at 
California, on May 2; Banning No. 1, 
near Sm ithton; Gallatin, at Monon- 
gahela City, and Montour No. 10, at 
Library.

In a letter to the mine workers in the 
employ of the company, T. M. Dodson, 
vice-president in charge of operations, 
said that the company was endeavoring 
to bring about a change in conditions 
that would make possible the continued 
working of the mines, and that the 
company feels that the November, 1917, 
wage scale would go a long way toward 
giving the men steadier work.

Montour No. 10 mine, which was 
closed last Saturday, was first opened 
during the war, and came into produc
tion in 1919 when the output was 151,- 
865 tons. Production increased steadily  
each year, reaching 804,758 tons in 
1923 and 1,129,455 tons in 1924, which 
record made it the largest mine of the 
Pittsburgh Coal Co. and one of the 
largest soft-coal mines of the country. 
The payroll a t this mine in the twelve 
months ended March 31, 1925, was $1,- 
725,730 and the average number of men 
on the payroll was 1,120.

G o v e r n m e n t C u re o f  A b u se s  
D e c r ie d  b y  H o o v e r

“We are confronted with the daily 
demand to extend government in order 
to cure some abuse or other,” said Sec
retary Hoover, addressing the twenty- 
first annual convention of the Associ
ated Advertising Clubs of the World, 
at Houston, Texas, May 11. “The arm 
of government is a poor cure for abuse, 
for it becomes at once a restraint of 
liberty. . . . The safeguard against 
the invasion of government into the 
lives and liberties of our people is that 
we shall cure abuse outside the gov
ernment. . . .

“The war drove us to great cen
tralization of government and to great 
dependence upon the action of central 
government. The continuance o f  this 
mobilization of all effort would have de
stroyed the initiative of our people and 
destroyed the very impulses to progress. 
But from it came the illusion that most 
human ills could be cured by govern
mental regulation. . . .

“We need to have the public mind 
turned off of the national government 
as the remedy for all ills. We need to 
get Washington off of the front page 
at least part of the time. . . .

“The government can best contribute 
through stimulation of co-operation 
with voluntary forces in our national 
life , for we thus preserve the founda
tions upon which we have progressed 
so far—the initiative of our people.

“With vision and devotion these vol
untary forces can accomplish more for 
America than any spread of the hand 
of government.”

E r ie  L ik e ly  to  R e ta in  
C oal H o ld in g s

It is not considered likely that the 
coal properties of the Erie R.R. will be 
segregated in case the proposed con
solidation with the Van Sweringen 
properties becomes effective. A  straw  
pointing toward this conclusion is  the 
recent agreement of the Van Swerin- 
gens to the terms of the conti acts be
tween the E rie’s coal subsidiaries and 
the Globe Coal Co., of Chicago, and 
Pattison & Bowns, of New York, 
whereby the total output of the anthra
cite producers is disposed of to these 
companies. Officials of the Erie have 
contended that, in view of the fact 
that the railroad business is separate 
from the coal company’s operations, 
there is no danger of interference from  
the government.

O w n er  o f  H e r r in  S tr ip  M in e  
A g a in  in  T r o u b le

The Rio Verde Coal Co., of Denver, 
filed a suit in equity asking $300,000 
actual damages and involving contracts 
amounting to $1,500,000 May 2 in U. S. 
court at Owensboro, Ky., against the 
Harlan Coal Co., of Louisville; the Ken
tucky Washed Coal Co., of Owensboro, 
and William J. Lester, president' and 
principal owner of the last-named firm.

The bill of complaint charges the de
fendants with fraud and conspiracy to 
hinder the plaintiffs in the fulfillment 
of their contract to produce and load 
coal at the washed coal company’s strip 
mine at Nonnel, in Muhlenberg County.

The plaintiffs further ask for a re
ceivership for the washed coal com
pany, which is alleged to be insolvent, 
and charged that the president had 
mortgaged the property to his w ife to 
defeat the collection of claims against 
the company.

The petition also charged that Les
ter, after having urged unionizing the 
mines, fomented trouble among the 
miners and committed other acts which 
hindered operation of the properties.

Lester was the owner of the strip 
mine at Herrin, 111., where a massacre 
of non-union miners occurred in 1923.

T o  V o te  o n  V ir g in ia n  M erg er  
W ith  N o r fo lk  &  W e ste r n

At a m eeting of the board of direc
tors of the Virginian Ry. in New York 
May 5, C. H. Hix was elected president 
of the road to succeed H. W. Hunting
ton, resigned. Adrian H. Larkin was 
elected chairman of the board with  
headquarters at New York, while Mr. 
Hix will continue his headquarters at 
Norfolk.

The new executive committee of the 
’Virginian is composed of Messrs. Larkin 
and Hix, W. R. Coe, P. J. McIntosh, G. 
M. Hymans and J. H. Perkins.

Mr. Hix has been vice-president and 
operating head of the Virginian since 
March, 1, 1920, having previously been 
federal manager of the Virginian, the 
Belt Line and of all Norfolk terminals 
during the period of government con
trol. No successor as vice-president 
was named by the board.

The board is reported to have taken 
no further action with reference to the 
lease of the Virginian to the Norfolk 
& Western, as agreed upon by the 
boards of the two roads last month. 
The stockholders of the Virginian have 
been called in special m eeting at Nor
folk May 25 to act on the lease, and 
Norfolk & W estern stockholders are to 
meet at Roanoke, May 23.

R a ilw a y  F u e l  C o n v e n tio n  H as  
E la b o r a te  P r o g r a m

The International Railway Fuel 
Association will hold its seventeenth 
annual convention at the Hotel Sher
man, Chicago, 111., May 26-29. An 
elaborate program comprising a sched
ule of thirty-one numbers and extend
ing through seven sessions is being 
arranged and many prominent speak
ers will take part in the discussions. 
Among those who will deliver addresses 
are L. F. Loree, president of the 
Delaware & Hudson Co.; J. D. Battle, 
traffic manager of the National Coal 
Association; P. E. Bast, fuel engineer, 
Delaware & Hudson Co., and Mark 
Kuehn, chairman of fuel committee, 
National Association of Purchasing 
Agents.

On the Job
A t  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  

H u m p h r e y  M in e  o f  t h e  
W e s t m o r e l a n d  C o a l  C o ., 
n e a r  W e s t  N e w to n ,  P a . ,  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  o f  
A p r i l  2 6 , w h i c h  c a u s e d  
t h e  d e a t h s  o f  f iv e  c o n 
s t r u c t i o n  w o r k m e n .  T h e  
m e n  o n  t h e  t r a c k  a r e  
h o l d i n g  t h e  s i g n a l  r o p e  
w h i c h  i s  c a r r i e d  b y  t h e  
r e s c u e  p a r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  
m i n e ,  w h i l e  t h e  m a n  In  
t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f o r e g r o u n d ,  
w h o  i s  f u l l y  e q u i p p e d  
w i t h  a  f i r s t - a i d  r e s c u e  
o u t f i t ,  i s  w a i t i n g  h i s  t u r n  
to  e n t e r  t h e  m i n e .
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Blast Wrecks 
Tipple

W h a t  w a s  l e f t  o f  
t h e  t i p p l e  a t  t h e  
H u m p h r e y  M in e  o f  
t h e  W e s t m o r e l a n d  
C o a l  C o . a f t e r  t h e  
r e c e n t  e x p lo s io n .  A  
w o r k m a n  o n  t h e  
t i p p l e ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  
w r e c k e d  b y  t h e  
b l a s t ,  w a s  b lo w n  
to  b i t s .

N o n -U n io n  O p e r a tio n s  G ain  in  
C en tra l P e n n s y lv a n ia

The critical situation in the coal 
industry in the central Pennsylvania 
field is gradually adjusting itself and 
each week sees more mines in operation.

A t DuBois, one of the leading min
ing towns in the district, many of the 
larger mines have been closed down 
and will be abandoned because the thin
ness of the veins makes it unprofitable 
to work them any longer.

Sterling mine No. 6, located at 
Bakerton, Cambria County, closed down 
for some time, has resumed operations 
on a small scale and is expected to 
drift back to normal as the miners 
come to realize that the mine cannot 
be operated under the union scale.

A t Nant-y-Glo, Cambria County, 
where the Heisley Coal Co. has ex
tensive operations, which had been 
closed down for some time, mining was 
started again on May 4 with a greatly  
reduced force, but the mines are now 
producing around three carloads of 
coal daily. The United Mine Workers 
declared a strike in the Nant-y-Glo 
section and the coal company has 
employed coal and iron police to guard 
its property. Union men are picket
ing the property and numerous arrests 
have been made and a number of 
women and men were fined on charges 
of disorderly conduct.

Accept 1917 W age Scale
The H. B. Swoope Sylvania opera

tions at Madera, Clearfield County, 
opened operations on April 27, and are 
giving employment to several hundred 
miners. This mine also resumed under 
the 1917 scale. Prior to the opening 
District President John Brophy ad
vised the miners to remain away from  
the mines, but the men chose work at 
the 1917 rate rather than starve under 
the Jacksonville agreement.

At Osceola Mills ninety-seven miners 
employed in Moshannon No. 10 mine 
earned $40,140.24 between Nov. 6, 
1924, and March 30, 1925, working 
under the 1917 scale.

All other mines in the district oper
ating under the 1917 scale are report
ing increased loadings. The total 
production for the month of April was 
43,802 carloads, compared with 58,286 
carloads in March. Loadings for the 
first four months of 1925 fell slightly

below 1924, the comparative figures 
being: 1924, 238,274, and for 1925,
235,556 carloads. The loss in produc
tion has been largely at the expense 
of the union mines. While output is 
not satisfactory, the outlook is brighter 
than for many months, movement to 
the lakes being heavy.

Operators agree that a modification 
of the Jacksonville agreement is the 
only solution to the situation and that 
the longer the union defers making 
concessions the longer it will be until 
the entire field gets back to normal 
production.

O h io  U n io n  M in e rs  T a k e  
C ut T o  G et W o r k

The first step toward breaking 
away from the United Mine Work
ers organization and operating 
Ohio mines under the 1917 wage 
scale has been taken by about 150 
miners at the Dark Hollow Mine 
of the New Pittsburgh Coal Co., 
in the Pomeroy Bend district. 
After an idleness of 18 months, due 
to the company’s inability to com
pete with the non-union w ages of 
West Virginia, the men became dis
satisfied and on their own volition 
circulated a petition asking the 
company to reopen the mine. The 
men were backed by the Chamber 
of Commerce of Pomeroy and busi
ness men in general and a branch 
of the Independent Mine Workers’ 
Association was formed agreeing 
to the 1917 scale, which is a reduc
tion of about 25 per cent on the 
present mining scale, day w ork  
being cut from $7.50 to $5 per day.

Work was started May 4 and 
some coal has been loaded. The 
lower scale will enable the New  
Pittsburgh Coal Co. to compete 
for lake business and an active run 
is expected during the entire sum
mer. The capacity of the mine is 
about 1,200 tons daily. The New  
Pittsburgh Coal Co. has four addi
tional operations in the same loca
tion and word has been received 
that miners at the Forest Run Mine 
are circulating a petition to open 
that mine on the same basis. Offi
cials of the United Mine Workers 
are making strenuous efforts to 
stop the men from working.

L eg a l A c t io n  W ill  T e s t  
In d ia n a  M in in g  L aw

A suit which southern Indiana min
ing men say threatens the future of the 
deep-vein industry in that field was 
filed in the Gibson County Circuit Court, 
at Princeton, Ind., May 7, by State Mine 
Inspector A. C. Dally against Bruce 
Rogers, foreman of the Deep Vein 
mine, near Princeton. It alleges that 
shots have been placed and fired while 
men were at work in the mine, contrary 
to the Indiana mining law. The suit is 
in 120 counts, each covering one day of 
alleged violation of the law.

Efforts to bring about an adjustment 
of the working of the law  with the 
state mining inspection department 
have been in progress for several 
months. Should the ultimate findings 
be against the mining company, it  is 
declared that mines such as that owned 
by the defendant company w ill prac
tically be put out of business.

Officers of the company declare that 
the suit is a test of the law, part of 
which has been rendered antiquated 
through the introduction of more pro
gressive methods. They declare that 
while the law is  technically violated, 
the dangers that once surrounded the 
men under such circumstances have 
now been obviated.

Deep Vein officials contend that in 
opening up the mine they have made a 
radical change in the usual method. 
The company has under lease more than
5,000 acres. Instead of beginning to 
open up rooms for miners off the en
tries near the shaft and driving the 
entries forward only as coal is taken 
out, the company for the past year has 
done nothing but drive entries, officials 
say, so as to work the mine on a re
treating basis.

Mine officials further say that the 
Deep Vein mine, as well as others in 
Indiana being operated on the same 
basis, uses permissible powder in quan
tities less than 2 lb. to a shot and there 
is no danger of igniting gas.

$ 4 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  O h io  M erg er  
R e p o r te d  U n d e r  W a y

Negotiations are said to be under 
way for the merger of twenty-five coal 
properties in eastern Ohio, with a valu
ation of $40,000,000, according to in
formation from Uniontown, Pa., where 
a committee of seven men has been ap
pointed to represent Fayette County 
certificate holders of the Gladdis Coal 
Co. in the negotiations. The proposed 
consolidation would involve 100,000 
acres of coal lands.

Production of coal from the public 
lands of the United States in 1924 was 
1,495,026 tons, according to the Interior 
Department. Output of coal in 1924 
from public lands by states was as 
follows: Colorado, 275,040 tons; Mon
tana, 36,847 tons; New Mexico, 21,013 
tons; North Dakota, 152,650 tons; 
Oregon, 270 tons; South Dakota, 554 
tons; Utah, 181,015 tons; Washington, 
35,722 tons; Wyoming, 791,911 tons. 
Records of the Interior Department 
also show that 1,100,000 tons from re
stricted and segregated Indian lands 
was produced in Oklahoma, which was 
more than 39 per cent of all coal pro
duced in that state.



R e ta ile r s ,  in  C o n v e n tio n ,  
D is c u s s  Im p r o v e d  S e r v ic e  

A n d  O th er  T ra d e  P r o b le m s
Representatives of the retail coal 

interests from the Atlantic seaboard to 
the Missouri River opened a four-day 
session May 11, at the Hotel Traymore, 
Atlantic City, to discuss how they 
m ight better their service to the public 
and solve the problems peculiar to their 
branch of the industry. The occasion 
was the Eighth Annual Convention of 
the National Retail Coal Merchants’ 
Association, with a membership em
bracing associations in forty states.

Co-operation again assumed a com
manding position in the deliberations. 
In opening the convention Monday 
afternoon, President Samuel B. Crowell 
pointed to the deplorable conditions 
now existing in the union bituminous 
fields as a horrible example of what 
follows lack of co-operation. Without 
a strong association, he said, the retail 
situation might be much worse than it 
now is. Continued support is necessary, 
not only in solving industrial trade 
problems but in combating the menace 
of government regulation.

Richard J. Wulff, treasurer, reported 
that the organization had expended 
over $21,000 in the past year and had a 
balance of over $3,000 on March 31. 
Resident Vice-President Joseph E. 
O’Toole, reviewing the year’s work, 
said that it had been necessary to cut 
the suit to the cloth. The business 
depression had caused a number of 
association resignations, but a number 
of individual companies had joined the 
ranks. He urged a policy of national 
publicity on oil competition.

Merritt Talks on Anthracite
The report of the trade relations 

committee, presented Tuesday morning, 
was devoted to a detailed consideration 
of the steps leading up to the standards 
of anthracite sizing and preparation 
indorsed by the operators a few  weeks 
ago. This was followed by a talk by 
Walter Gordon Merritt, of* New York, 
on “The Anthracite Situation.” Mr. 
Merritt, who represented the hard-coal 
producers before the U. S. Coal Com
mission and during the Pinchot fight 
two years ago, took the place of Samuel 
D'. Warriner.

G. N. Snider, general manager, Dick
son & Eddy, and formerly coal traffic 
manager, New York Central R.R., was 
the speaker at the luncheon which 
closed the formal business session of 
the day. Representative Manlove, of 
Missouri, made an address at the 
annual banquet, Monday evening,

Mr. Merritt’s address was an exposi
tion of the new spirit of co-operation 
in the hard-coal industry. The pro
ducers, he said, could not live without 
the retailers and recognized the neces
sity  of working in close contact with 
them. Coal must show itself capable of 
self-government to forestall regulation; 
only the industry itself by its own 
actions could bring on control contrary 
to the spirit of American institutions. 
Touching upon the coming wage nego
tiations Mr. Merritt declared that the 
industry must appear at the bar of 
public opinion as the plaintiff, not as 
defendant; that it must get its story

A n t i- S tr ik e  B il l  P a ssed  by  
N o v a  S c o tia  L e g is la tu re
Premier E. H. Armstrong, of 

Nova Scotia, on April 30 intro
duced in the Legislature a bill for 
the prevention of strikes and lock
outs, which has received a third 
reading. The measure is in part 
based upon the Industrial Disputes 
Investigation Act, which after be
ing in force in Canada for seven
teen years was declared unconsti
tutional by the British Privy 
Council on the ground that it was 
a matter for provincial jurisdiction. 
It provides for the appointment of 
Boards of Conciliation, rendering 
it illegal for employees to strike or 
employers to declare a lockout be
fore the case has been investigated 
and a report made by the board.

The bill further provides that 
on proclamation by the Lieutenant 
Governor a permanent arbitration 
commission shall be established as 
a court of last resort, to which 
either party dissatisfied with the 
finding of the Board of Conciliation 
may appeal. The Commission of 
Arbitration is given full authority 
to effect a settlem ent binding on all 
concerned and their award may be 
made an order of the Supreme 
Court with penalties for its viola
tion by employers or employees.

After a public hearing at H ali
fax, at which representatives of 
labor and capital both unanimously 
voiced their opposition to its prin
cipal features, the “Industrial 
Peace Act,” as it is called, was 
given a third reading and passed 
by the Nova Scotia Legislative 
Assembly, with amendments re
stricting the scope of its operation 
to public utilities and coal mines, 
and rendering it retroactive to 
cover strikes or lockouts in prog
ress when the act goes into effect.

over to the people. The new competi
tion must be with other fuels and not a 
competition of one size of hard coal 
with another. He urged strongly that 
any retailer, receiving coal below the 
new standards report the operator, so 
that he might be brought to time.

No formal report was offered by the 
bituminous section of the trade rela
tions committee, because, it was ex
plained, the bituminous producers were 
not so organized that effective contact 
was possible.

Satisfaction was voiced in the report 
of the governmental relations com
mittee over the fact that the year had 
been comparatively free from proposals 
to inject more political control into 
business. The past policies of the 
Federal Trade Commission were 
sharply criticized and the hope ex
pressed that the recent changes in per
sonnel and rules would restore that 
body to its original position as friend 
and counsellor of legitim ate business. 
The committee saw no chance for any 
early change in the federal policy on 
the Government Fuel Yard at W ashing
ton. The Oddie bill was mentioned as 
a subject worth watching.

C o u rt B a n s I n te r fe r e n c e  
W ith  C o -o p er a tiv e  M in es  

B y  In d ia n a  U n io n  O ffic ia ls
Judge R. G. Baltzell of the U. S. 

District Court, at Indianapolis, Ind., 
granted a temporary restraining order, 
May 9, against interference by United 
Mine Workers’ officials with co-opera
tive coal mining in Indiana. The order 
was granted on the application of W il
liam H. Howe, Chicago coal dealer, who 
has a contract to market the output of 
co-operative mines at Bicknell, Ind.

Howe, it is understood, is one of the 
owners of the Martin mine at Bicknell, 
Ind., which for several months has been 
on a co-operative basis.

A hearing was to be held on Wednes
day on Mr. Howe’s petition for a 
permanent injunction against inter
ference by miners’ officials with the co
operative mines!

Judge Baltzell, in granting the order, 
said the case apparently involved the 
question whether miners working in the 
co-operative operations were earning 
the union wage scale or were earning 
less, and thereby violating the wage 
agreement which the union has with 
the Coal Operators’ Association.

Most Miners Follow Order
District union officials said May 7 

that most of the miners engaged in co
operative mining already had complied 
with the order and closed the mines 
which they had leased or turned them 
back to the owners. The Briar Hill 
mine at Jasonville, the Keeley mine at 
Dugger and the Carlisle mine at Car
lisle have been closed within the last 
few* days.

Approximately 200 miners at the 
Enos mine at Oakland City, the largest 
strip mine in Indiana, who have been 
on an outlaw strike since May 8, have 
refused to go to work on the orders of 
Tyler G. Lawton, president of District 
No. 11, United Mine Workers. Inter
national President John L. Lewis and 
board members C. C. Webster, of Dis
trict No. 11, and O. C. Gassoway, of 
District No. 8, will investigate. Few  
mines in district 11 operating on a co
operative basis, were working May 11, 
according to reports received in Terre 
Haute, although a temporary restrain
ing order against the union officials 
from revoking the charters of any of 
the locals involved was granted by 
Judge Baltzell.

Mines in the Bicknell field were idle 
Monday, pending the outcome of the 
temporary restraining order issued by 
Judge Baltzell in the Terre Haute divi
sion of the federal court May 9. A 
hearing at which the court will deter
mine whether the order shall become 
permanent or not scheduled to be held 
in Indianapolis May 13. In the mean
time the Martin, Columbia and Knox 
co-operative mines were idle. The 
Martin mine was marked up for work 
Monday but the miners decided at the 
last minute to await the outcome of the 
litigation. ______

The Geological Survey plans a survey 
of coal stocks as of June 1. As the 
compilation involves about five thou
sand inquiries it  is probable that the 
information will not be made public 
before the middle of July.
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The early designs of electric light 
fixtures were patterned after their 
predecessors, the gas light fixtures, 
not through necessity but as a 
natural development. Likewise the 
control methods for electric hoisting, 
which is a comparatively new de
velopment, are patterned after that 
for steam hoisting.

Due to the difficulty of arranging  
remote control equipment for a 
steam engine, the operator was lo
cated at the hoist itself. W ith an 
electric motor, remote control ap
paratus is now simple and inexpen
sive, yet in most cases of electric 
hoisting the operator’s platform is 
located in the hoist house. In this 
practice it was quite natural for 
electric hoisting to follow the estab
lished practice in steam hoisting, but 
time may see a change in conven
tional methods, for instance in the 
position of the control handles or 
buttons.

A specific instance of such a

change is at a new mine in Greene 
County, Pennsylvania, where the op
erator of the man hoist rides on the 
cage, as the operator of an elevator 
in a building does. Another instance 
is at mine No. 8 of the Sunday Creek 
Coal Co., at Corning, Ohio. Here 
the hoist controls are mounted at 
the dump, in the headframe above 
the shaft. This arrangement is 
illustrated in F igs. 1 and 2.

The hoist shown in F ig. 1 is 
driven by a slip-ring induction motor 
located in a combination hoist house 
and substation close to the shaft. 
From the small size of the motor one 
would hardly guess that 1,200 tons 
per day are hoisted at this mine. 
The use of such a small motor is 
possible because the shaft is not 
much more than 50 ft. deep and the 
mine cars are loaded to an average 
of over 3 tons each.

The hoist operator is  shown in 
Fig. 2 in his regular position in the 
headframe of the tipple, facing the

Fig. 1— This Hoist Looks Peculiar Without an Operator’s Platform
T h e  1 5 0 - h p . m o t o r  i s  h o i s t i n g  1 ,2 0 0  t o n s  p e r  d a y  u p  a  5 0 - f t .  s h a f t .  T h r e e - t o n  c a r s  a r e  

h o i s t e d  o n  s e l f - d u m p i n g  c a g e s .  T h e  h o i s t  i s  c o n t r o l l e d  f r o m  a  p o i n t  in  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
t i p p l e  n e a r  t h e  d u m p .  T h e  m a g n e t i c  c o n t a c t o r s  m o u n t e d  b e s i d e  t h e  h o i s t  a r e  t h e  4 4 0 - v o l t  
f o r w a r d  a n d  r e v e r s i n g  s w i t c h e s  o f  t h e  s t a t o r  c i r c u i t .

Fig. 2—Operator Sees the Car Dump
H i s  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  t i p p l e  f a c 

in g  t h e  s h a f t  a n d  w i t h i n  a  f e w  f e e t  o f  t h e  
d u m p  is  o f  s p e c i a l  a d v a n t a g e  w h e n  a n y 
t h i n g  g o e s  w r o n g  in  t h e  d u m p i n g  o p e r a t i o n .

dumps. The lever on which his hand 
rests operates the controller, and the 
other lever in front o f him controls 
the hoist brake. This lever is con
nected to the brake by a steel cable 
running directly from the headframe 
down into the hoist house. The con
trol of th is hoist motor is remote, 
only in so far as the stator connec
tions are concerned. The rotor re
sistance, which is o f the carbon 
pile type, is mounted in the controller 
proper. This makes it necessary to 
have a large three-phase line from  
the motor up to the dump house.

At this mine there seems to be a 
particular advantage in the operator 
being stationed at the dump. The 
mine cars are of the sw ing end gate 
type and it has been found difficult 
to arrange an automatic device 
which will, w ithout fail, open the 
gates when the cage tips. When an 
end gate sticks, the operator sees it 
the moment it  happens and without 
delay, reverses the hoist for another 
trial. He needs no indicator, he is 
governed entirely by the position of 
the cage itself. In case of trouble 
at the dump there is no delay by

Unusual Hoist Is Manually Operated 
From  a Rem ote Position
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Bristles of Old Wire Rope
T h e  s t r a n d s  o b t a i n e d  b y  d i v i d i n g  a  6 - 

s t r a n d  8 - in .  s t e e l  r o p e  a r e  s t a p l e d ,  w i t h  
p r o p e r  s p a c i n g ,  t o  o n e  o f  tw o  w o o d e n  s t r i p s  
a n d  t h e n  c l a m p e d  s e c u r e l y  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  
p i e c e s  o f  w o o d .

H o m e-M a d e  M o to r  S ta rter  
O p e r a te s  b y  A ir  C u rren t

It is out of the ordinary to see in 
use a home-made, automatic, motor 
starter. The one here illustrated is 
doing temporary duty in a mine of 
the Harvey Coal Co. at Haryeyton, 
Ky. It controls a 20-hp., direct- 
current motor which drives a small 
auxiliary fan located near the drift 
mouth of an opening, which is some
what remote from the tipple.

The starter is nothing more than 
a drum controller, th e - cylinder of 
which is actuated by the air current 
produced by the mine fan. A 
“paddle” made of asbestos roofing is 
fastened to the cylinder and hangs 
downward across an air discharge as 
shown in the illustration. On this 
cylinder are mounted three contact 
segm ents of graduated length, and, 
fastened to a board, beside the 
cylinder, are the contact fingers 
which engage the successive seg
ments, as the current of air from

the main fan increases in velocity 
and moves the paddle higher. This 
movement short circuits the resist
ance by steps and, at the extreme 
point, connects the small motor di
rectly across the line.

C r u d e  B u t  S e r v i c e a b l e

The cylinder used is a straight, 
round piece of wood w ith the bark 
on. The segm ents and fingers are 
those from a mine locomotive, and 
the grid resistance is that belonging 
to a m ining machine. F. S. Spui-- 
lock, the mine electrician 'who put 
th is device together in its present 
form admits that it  is crude and far  
from  being an ideal starter, but he 
asserts that it has done well <»s a 
temporary device.

Hot Air Grating
O n ly  c l e a n  f r e s h  a i r  e n t e r s  t h e  h o i s t  

r o o m  t h r o u g h  t h i s  g r a t i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  is  
a n  e a s y  m a t t e r  t o  k e e p  t h e  p l a c e  c l e a n  
e n o u g h  f o r  o n e  to  f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  h e  c o u ld  
e a t  o f f  t h e  f lo o r .

At a steam hoisting mine the hoist 
room usually is heated either by the 
use of exhaust steam  from  the en
gine or by live steam taken directly 
from the main steam  line. Some of 
the m akeshift installations made at 
many electrically - operated hoist 
rooms are real hazards and also give 
the idea of electrification a black eye.

Furnace Under 
Hoist House

interchange of signals. The op
erator is right there to help, if 
necessary, in clearing the trouble 
and need not w ait for a signal to 
resume hoisting.

B r u sh  S a v es  L a b o r  an d  
R e c o v e r s  C oal

The illustration shows the wire 
brush which W. A. Hunt, general 
superintendent of the Island Creek 
Coal Co. of Holden, W. Va., has de
vised and is trying out at Mine No. 
14 for brushing the fine coal off the 
bottom of a conveyor at the point 
where the return enters the slope.

It is made from old I-in., 6 x  19, 
wire rope. The rope is cut into 
12-in. lengths and then divided into 
the 6 strands of 19 wires each. 
These strands are clamped between 
two 2 x 4-in. wooden strips which 
are fastened to a pair of forged iron 
brackets.

Air Paddle Cuts Out Resistance
W h e n  t h e  m i n e  f a n  s t o p s  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n ,  

s u c h  a s  a  p o w e r  f a i l u r e ,  t h e  p a d d l e  h a n g 
i n g  in  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  d r o p s  t o  a  v e r t i c a l  
p o s i t i o n ,  c u t t i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  in t o  
t h e  a u x i l i a r y  f a n  m o t o r  c i r c u i t .  U p o n  r e 
t u r n  o f  p o w e r ,  t h e  s m a l l  m o t o r  s t a r t s  a u t o 
m a t i c a l l y  a n d  i s  b r o u g h t  u p  to  f u l l  s p e e d  
b y  t h e  o u t w a r d  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  p a d d l e

F u r n a c e  H ea ts  E le c tr ic a lly  
O p e ra te d  H o is t  H o u s e

Whenever a steam-operated mine 
hoist is changed over to electric 
drive or a new electric hoist is in
stalled, the problem of providing a 
suitable means for heating the build
ing must be solved. A t the Clifford 
shaft near Forest City, Pa., the 
upper end of the anthracite region, 
the Hillside Coal & Iron Co. solved 
it with a well-installed pipeless fur
nace. Underneath the hoist room 
floor is an inclosed cellar, part of 
which is separated for a large pipe- 
less furnace. Just above the furnace 
is the outlet for the hot air.

The arrangement of the furnace 
and location of the grating is such 
that the building can always be 
kept neat and clean. An outside 
door near the furnace makes it easy 
to clean out ashes or stoke the fire. 
Coal is readily at hand because the 
hoist house is near the mine shaft.
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__________L  AVERAGE da ily  p ro d u c t io n  o f  -
BITUMINOUS COAL

(  from weekly report of geological survey;
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Soft Coal Market Still Quiet but More Cheerful; 
Anthracite Trade Active

Estimates of Production
(N e t  T ons)

B IT U M IN O U S
1924 1925

A p ril 18..............................  7,142,000 7,515,000
A p ril 25 ( a ) ....................... 6 ,944,000 8,029,000
M a y  2 (6 ) ..........................  7,063,000 7,964,000
D a ily  a v e ra g e .. . . . . . . .  1,177,000 1,327,000

C al. y r . to  d a te  ( c ) . . . 170,798,000 164,473,000
D a ily  a v . to  d a t e . . . .  1,604,000 1,540,000

A N T H R A C IT E
A p ril 18............................... 1,623,000 1,567,000
A p ril 25............................... 1,205,000 1,937.000
M a y  2 .................................. 1,616,000 1,984,000

C al. y r .  to  d a te  (c ) ... 30,769,000 29,752,000
C O K E

A pril 2 5 ..............................  224,000 189,000
M a y  2 (b).................  205,000 170,000

C al. j t .  to  d a te  (c ) ... 4 ,810,000 4,151.000
(a) R ev ised  s in ce  la s t  re p o r t .  (M S u b je c t to  

rev ision , (c) M in u s  tw o  d a y s ’ p ro d u c tio n  to  eq u a l
ize n u m b e r  of d a y s  in  th e  tw o  y ea rs .

Temperatures more like March than May continue to 
linger in portions of the Middle West, to the immense 
— even if only temporary— relief of the coal shipper. 
Some producers thought the long-awaited big turn had 
come and overplayed the market, and as a result most 
Illinois and Indiana producing districts are buried un
der “no bills” of lump and egg. Demand for prepared 
smokeless is  so active, however, that some operators 
are accepting orders only on the basis of prices at the 
tim e of shipment. Steam business is listless and though 
screenings are more plentiful than for several weeks, 
prices are holding fairly well. Running tim e is still 
low in Illinois. Industrial demand is fairly active in
Kentucky, but the lake demand has eased off as a
result of supplies having to w ait for vessels. Receipts 
at the head of the lakes have tapered off somewhat and 
movement off the docks is slow. Trade in the W est and 
Southwest is very quiet.

Recent gains in Ohio markets not only have been
maintained but a firmer tendency has developed. The
Pittsburgh Coal Co. has closed four more union mines 
in the P ittsburgh district, leaving only two in operation. 
As a result of the reduced output less distress coal is  
in evidence and prices are a little stronger. N ew  E ng
land and the other Eastern markets reflect but little  
change, competition being keen for the little business 
that is  going. Despite the generally quiet aspect of the 
trade it  is significant that a more cheerful tone is 
evident.

Active Demand for Hard Coal
Notable activity pervades the anthracite market. 

Stove is  in particularly good demand, egg continues to 
improve and even pea is doing well. Though chestnut 
has fallen behind stove, there is a good call for it. A 
number of contracts are reported to have been closed

for buckwheat and rice at full company circular. Most 
of the larger companies are well booked ahead, but 
none find it difficult to move domestic sizes. Good inde
pendent domestic coals readily bring prices 10c. above 
company quotations.

There was little change in the rate of output of 
bituminous coal in the week ended May 2, when, ac
cording to the Geological Survey, 7,964,000 net tons

J  ID

152

was produced, compared w ith 8,029,000 tons in the pre
ceding week, as shown by revised figures. Anthracite 
production in the week ended May 2 was 1,984,000 net 
tons, as against 1,937,000 tons in the preceding week.

Coal A ge  Index of spot prices of bituminous coal rose 
four points during the week, standing on May 11 at 
166, the corresponding price for which is $2.01.

Dumpings at Lake Erie ports receded during the week 
ended May 10, when, according to the Ore & Coal E x
change, cargo dumpings were 605,482 net tons; steam
ship fuel, 39,442 tons— a total of 644,924 tons, compared 
with 684,408 tons in the previous week. Hampton 
Roads dumpings for all accounts in the week ended 
May 7 totaled 390,878 net tons, compared w ith 355,739 
tons in the preceding week.
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Midwest Overplays Improvement
There is a general feeling among coal operators in the 

Chicago district that the worst is over and that from now 
on we may reasonably look for a slow but steady improve
ment. Continued cold weather has given the mines some 
relief on domestic sizes. Some ran their properties more • 
than the situation justified, however, with the result that 
all the producing districts in Illinois and Indiana are clut
tered with lump and egg “no bills.”

The demand for prepared smokeless coals is quite active 
and some operators are taking business on Pocahontas and 
New River lump coals now only on the basis of price cur
rent at time of shipment. Good smokeless egg coal is 
bringing $2.75@$3; nut, $2.25@$2.75. Very little activity 
is in evidence on eastern Kentucky block coals. What little 
has moved was sold at a minimum of $2.15 to the whole
sale trade, ranging to $2.50 to the domestic trade, except on 
the fancy grades, which always command a premium. The 
movement of anthracite coal is only fair.

Steam business continues lackadaisical. The railroads 
are buying casually and in small quantities on the open 
market and have not shown any disposition to close con
tracts. Screenings are a little more plentiful than during 
the last couple of weeks, although prices are being held 
fairly well. High grade Saline County 2-in. screenings and 
Franklin County screenings can be freely sold at around

$2.25, good Fourth Vein screenings from the Linton field 
at around $2@$2.15, and Indiana Fifth  Vein screenings 
from $1.50 up.

Illinois and Indiana mine owners were delighted to get 
word that the Interstate Commerce Commission has sus
pended the L. & N. tariff which was to have become effec
tive May 3 calling for a 15c. reduction on eastern Kentucky 
coal to points in Iowa. Western producers feel confident 
they will be able to prevail upon the commission to cancel 
these proposed rates permanently.

There is so little doing in the Carterville field that it is 
hardly worth mentioning. Screenings are nearly all cleaned 
up. A little nut is moving and occasionally a car of lump 
or egg, but the trade is almost at a standstill. There is a 
little railroad tonnage from the deep shaft mines and the 
strip mines seem to be doing well, nearly all working full 
time and shipping some railroad coal and some steam and 
domestic, and at tfne or two places mine run is being crushed 
into screenings. Some mines are getting one day a week 
and others are getting as much as three on railroad coal. 
Conditions are unusually bad among the miners and there 
is much unrest and dissatisfaction and considerable talk 
about readjustment of the wage scale.

In the Duquoin field conditions are unusually bad. Two 
days a week is good working time. There has been no 
change in prices. In the Mt. Olive district there is prac
tically no domestic moving and steam contracts are being

C u rren t Q u o ta t io n s— S p o t P r ic e s ,  B itu m in o u s  C oa l— N e t T o n s , F .O .B . M in es

S m okeless lu m p ....................
Sm okeless m in e  r u n ...........
S m okeless  sc reen in g s .........
8m oke less  lu m p ....................
S m okeless m in e  r u n ...........
S m okeless lu m p ....................
8m oke less m in e  r u n ............
S m okeless s c reen in g s .........
♦Sm okeless m in e  r u n .........
C learfie ld  m in e  r u n .............
C a m b r ia  m in e  r u n ..............
S o m erse t m in e  ru n ..............
P ool 1 (N a v y  S ta n d a r d ) . .  
P ool I (N a v y  S ta n d a r d ) . .  
P ool 1 (N a v y  S ta n d a r d ) . . 
P ool 9 (S u p er. L ow  V o l.) . 
P ool 9 (S u p e r. L ow  V o l.) . 
P ool 9 (S u p er. L ow  V o l.) . 
P ool 10 ( iI .G r.L o w  V ol.).. 
P ool 10 (H .G r.L o w  V ol.).. 
Pool 10 (H .G r.L o w  V ol.)..
P ool 11 (L ow  V ol.).............
Pool I i (L ow  V ol.).............
Pool 11 (7*ow V ol.).............

H ig h - V o la t i l e ,  E a s t e r n

P oo l 54-64 (G as  a n d  S t.) .. 
Pool 54-64 (G as  a n d  S t.) . .  
P ool 54-64 (G as  a n d  S t.) ..
P it tsb u rg h  sc’d  g a s .............
P it tsb u rg h  g as  m in e  r u n . .  
P it tsb u rg h  m in e  ru n  (S t.) . 
P ittsb u rg h  s lack  ( G a s ) . . . .
K an a w h a  lu m p .....................
K a n a w h a  m in e  ru n .............
K an a w h a  sc reen in g s...........
W . Va. lu m p ..........................
W . V a. g a s  m in e  r u n .........
W . V a. s te a m  m ine r u n . . .
W . V a. screen ings ................
H o ck ing  lu m p .......................
H o ck in g  m in e  r u n ...............
H o ck ing  s c re e n in g s .. . . . . .
P it t s .  N o . 8 lu m p ................
P it ts .  N o. 8 m in e  r u n ........
P itt s .  N o . 8 sc reen in g .......

M ark e t M ay  12 A pr. 27 M a y  4 M a y  11
i Q uoted 1924 1925 1925 I9 2 5 t

C o lu m b u d ... . $ 3 .4 0 $2 .6 0 $2 .8 5 $ 2 .7 5 ®  $ 3 .0 0
C o lu m b u s . . . . 2 .2 5 1.85 1.85 1 .7 5 ®  2 .0 0
C o lu m b u s— 1.85 1.40 1.40 1 .40®  1.50
C h in a g o .......... 3 .10 2 .8 5 2 .85 2 .7 5 ®  3 .0 0
C h ic a g o .......... 2 .0 0 1.95 1.95 1 . 7 . 5 ®  S. 00
C in c in n a t i . . . 3 .5 0 2 .75 2 .8 5 3.00
C in c in n a t i . . . 1.85 2 .0 0 2 .0 0 2 .0 0
C in c in n a t i . . . 1 .75 1.50 1.50 1.50
B o s to n ............ 4 .4 0 4 . 15 4 .1 5 4.15®  4.35
B o s to n ............ 1 .95 1.95 1.95 1 .7 5 ®  2 .2 0
B o s to n ............ 2 .3 5 2. 15 2. 15 2 .0 0 ®  2 .35
B o s to n ............ 2. 10 2 .05 2 .05 1 .9 0 ®  2 .2 5
N ew  Y o r k . . . 2 .8 5 2 .5 5 2 .5 5 2 .3 5 ®  2 75
P h ila d e lp h ia .. 3 .0 0 2 .60 2 ,6 0 2 .4 5 ®  2 .75
B a ltim o re___ 1.95 1.95 1 .9 0 ®  2 .0 5
N ew  Y o r k . . . 2 ! 20 2 .00 1.95 1 .8 5 ®  2 .0 5
P h ila d e lp h ia .. 2 .2 0 2 .00 2 .0 0 1 .8 5 ®  2 .2 0
B a ltim o re___ 1.80 1.85 1.85 1 .7 5 ®  1.95
N ew  Y o r k . . . 1 .90 1.85 1 .85 1 .7 5 ®  2 .0 0
P h ila d e lp h ia .. 1 .85 1.65 1.70 1 .6 0 ®  1.85
B a ltim o re___ 1.65 1.70 1.70 1 .6 5 ®  1.75
N ew  Y o r k . . . 1 .60 1.50 1.50 1 .Í0 & , 1 .6 0
P h ila d e lp h ia - 1.50 1.55 1.55 1 .5 0 ®  1.60
B a ltim o re .. . . 1.55 1.45 1.45 1 .4 0 ®  1.55

N ew  Y o r k . . . 1.50 1.45 1.45 1 .40®  I  SO
P h ila d e lp h ia .. 1 .55 1.45 1.45 1 .3 5 ®  1 .55
B a ltim o re .. . . 1 .45 1.50 1.50 1 .4 5 ®  1.55
P it t s b u r g h . . , 2 .4 0 2 .4 0 2 .4 0 2 .3 0 ®  2 .5 0
P it t s b u r g h . . . 2 .10 2 .0 0 2. 15 2. 10®  2 .2 5
P it t s b u r g h . . . 1 .85 1.80 1.80 1 90«/ 2.00
P it t s b u r g h . . . 1 .35 1.65 1.50 1 .4 0 ®  1.60
C o lu m b u s___ 2 .1 0 2. 10 2 .0 0 ®  2 .2 5
C o lu m b u s___ 1 .40 1.40 1 .3 5 ®  1.50
C o lu m b u s .. . . 1 .15 1.20 1.15®  1.30
C in c in n a t i . . . Ï Ï S 1 .85 2 .00 1.85®  2.25
C in c in n a t i . . . 1 .40 1.40 1.45 1.4 0 ®  1.50
C in c in n a t i . . . 1 .40 1 .30 1.30 1 .2 5 ®  1.40
C in c in n a t i . . . 1 .05 1.25 1.15 1 .1 0 ®  1.25
C o lu m b u s___ 2 .4 5 2 .2 5 2 .2 5 2 .1 5 ®  2 .3 5
C o lu m b u s___ 1 .60 1.40 1.40 1 .3 5 ®  1.50
C o ju m b u s .. . . 1 ,35 1.20 1.25 1 .25®  1.40
C le v e la n d .. . . 2 .4 0 2 .1 5 2 .25 1 .9 0 ®  2 .6 0
C le v e la n d . . . . 1 .90 1 .80 1.90 1 . 5 5 ®  1 .9 5
C lev e lan d  . . . 1 .50 1.50 1.50 l.. ',0 @  1 .5 0

M id w e s t
F ra n k lin , 111. lu m p ..............
F ra n k lin , 111. m in e  r u n . . . . 
F ra n k lin , 111. sc reen ings....
C e n tra l ,  111. lu m p ................
C e n tra l ,  111. m in e  r u n ........
C e n tra l, 111. screen in g s......
In d . 4 th  V ein  lu m p ............
In d . 4 th  V ein m in e  r u n . . . 
In d . 4 th  V ein s c re e n in g s ..
In d . 5 th  V ein lu m p ............
In d . 5 th  V ein m in e  r u n . . . 
In d . 5 th  V ein sc re e n in g s ..
M t.  O live  lu m p .....................
M t. O live m in e  r u n ............
M t. O live  sc re e n in g s ..........
S ta n d a rd  lu m p .....................
S ta n d a rd  m in e  r u n ..............
S ta n d a rd  screen in g s ............
W est K y . b lo o k j ..................
W est K y . m in e  r u n ............
W est K y . sc reen in g s ...........
W est K y . b lo c k t ..................
W est K y . m in e  r u n ............

S o u t h  a n d  S o u t h w e s t  

B ig S eam  lu m p .....................

M a rk e t M a y  12 A p r. 2 / M a y  4 M a y  11
Q uoted 1924 1925 1925 !9 2 5 t

C h ic a g o . . . . . $2 .7 5 $2 .6 0 $ 2 .6 0 $ 2 .5 0 ® $ 2 .75
C h ic a g o .. . . 2 .3 5 2 .3 5 2 .3 5 2 .2 5 ®  2 .5 0
C h ic a g o . . . . 2 .1 5 2 .1 0 2. 10 2 .0 0 ®  2 .2 5
C h ic a g o .. . . 2 .6 0 2 .3 5 2 .3 5 2 .2 5 ®  2 .5 0
C h ic a g o . . . . 2 . 10 2. 10 2. 10 2 .0 0 ®  2 .2 5
C h ic a g o . . . . 1 .90 1.90 1.85 1 .7 5 ®  2 .0 0
C h ic a g o .. . . 2 .8 5 2 .6 0 2 .6 0 2 .5 0 ®  2 .7 5
C h ic a g o .. . . 2 .3 5 2 .3 5 2 .3 5 2 .2 5 ®  2 .5 0
C h ic a g o .. . . 1 .95 1.90 1 .95 1.85®  2.15
C h ic a g o .. . . 2 .3 5 2 .25 2 .2 5 2 .1 5 ®  2 .4 0
C h ic a g o .. . . 2 .1 0 1 .95 1.95 1 .8 5 ®  2. 10
C h ic a g o .. . . 1 .80 1 .55 1.55 1 .50®  1.75
S t. L o u is ... . 2 .8 5 2 .5 0 2 .5 0 2 .5 0
S t. L o u is .. . . 2 .50 2 .2 5 2 .2 5 2 .2 5
S t. L o u is ... . 2 .0 0 1.75 1.75 1.75
S t. L o u is .. . . 2. 15 2 .2 5 2 .2 5 2 .2 5
S t. L o u is ... . 1 .95 1.80 1.80 1 .7 5 ®  1 .90
S t. L o u ia . . . . 1 .80 1.70 1.70 1 .6 5 ®  1 .75
L o u isv ille .. . 2 .3 5 1.85 1.80 1.00(a) 1.H 5
L o u isv ille .. . 1 .65 1.35 1 .35 1 .2 5 ®  1.50
L o u isv ille .. . 1 .60 1.20 1.20 1 .1 0 ®  1.30
C h ic a g o .. . . 2 .2 5 1.85 2 .00 1 .9 0 ®  2. 15
C h ic a g o .. . . 1 .60 1.30 1.30 I . I 5 @  1.50

B irm in g h am .. 2 .8 0 2 .2 5 2 .4 0 2 .4 0
B irm in g h am .. 2 .0 0 1.75 1.75 1 .5 0 ®  2 .0 0
B irm in g h a m - 2 .2 0 1.85 1 .85 1 .7 5 ® 2 .0 0
C h ic a g o .......... 2 .2 5 2 .1 0 2 .2 5 2 .1 5 ® 2 .4 0
C h ic a g o .......... 1 .60 1 .65 1 .65 1 .5 0 ® 1.85
L o u isv ille .. . . 2 .1 5 2 .1 0 2 .1 0 2.00®  2.40
L o u isv ille .. . . 1 .50 1 .30 1.30 1. 15® 1.50
L o u isv ille .. .  . 1 .10 1.10 1 .20 1. 10® 1.30
C in c in n a t i . . . 2 .3 5 2. 10 2 .2 0 2. IS ® 2 .2 5
C in c in n a t i . , . 1 .35 1 .35 1.35 l .2 5 @ 1.50
C in c in n a t i .  , 1 .05 1.30 1.15 1. 10® 1 .25
K a n sa s  C ity .. 4 .5 0 4 .2 5 4 .5 0 i . 0 0 ©  1,.50
K an sas  C ity .. 3 .5 0 3 .0 0 3 .0 0 S .7 5 @  3 .0 0
K a n sa s  C ity .. 2 .5 0 2 .7 5 2 .6 0 2 .5 0 ® 2 .7 5

♦G ross to n s , f .o .b . vessel, H a m p to n  R o ad s, t  A dvances  o v e r p rev io u s  w eek 
show n  in  h e a v y  ty p e ;  d ec lin es  in  ita lics.

X T h e  te rm  block is u sed  in s te ad  of m in e  ru n  in  o rd e r  to  conform  to  local p ra c 
tice . b u t  th e  sam e  coal is b e in c  q u o te d  a s  h ere to fo re .

C u rren t Q u o ta t io n s— S p o t  P r ic e s ,  A n th r a c ite — G ross T o n s , F .O .B . M in es
M a rk e t F re ig h t
Q u o ted R ates

B ro k e n ....................... . .  N ew  Y o rk .............. $ 2 .3 4
B ro k e n .................. . .  P h ila d e lp h ia ........ .. 2 .39
E g g .............................. . .  N ew  Y o rk .............. 2 .34
E e g ........................................ . .  P h ila d e lp h ia .......... 2 .39
E g g ............................... . .  C h ic ag o * ................. 5 .06
S to v e ........................... . .  N ew  Y o rk ............ 2 .34
S to v e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P h ila d e lp h ia ........... 2 .39
S to v e ........................... . .  C h ic a g o * ................. 5 .06
C h q a tn u t................... . .  N ew  Y o r k . ............ 2 .34
C h e s tn u t ................... . . P h ila d e lp h ia .. . . . 2 .39
C h e s tn u t ................... . .  C h ic a g o * .. . . . . . . 5 .0 6
P e a ........................................ . . N ew  Y o rk .............. 2 .2 2
P e a ........................................ . .  P h ila d e lp h ia ........... 2 .M
P e a ........................................ . .  C h ic a g o * ................. 4 79
B u o k w h ea t N o . 1 .. . .  N ew  Y o rk .............. 2 .2 2
B u c k w h ea t N o  1__ . ,  P h ila d e lp h ia .......... 2 .14
R ice.............................. . .  N ew  Y o rk .............. 2 .22
R ice ............................. . . P h ila d e lp h ia .......... 2 .14
B a r le y ................................. 2 .2 2
B * r l« y ................................. . .  P h ila d e lp h ia .......... 2 .14
B ird s e y e ........................... 2 .2 2

In d e p e n d e n t
$ 8 .5 0 @ $ 8 .6 0

■May 12. 1924

9 .2 5
9 .5 0  
7 .7 7
9 .5 0  
9 .6 0  
8 . 17

8 .7 5  
8 .3 5  
7 .6 8 , ,  
9 .0 0 ®  
8 .7 0 ®
8 . 0 3 © ____
8.75(a) 9 .2 5  
8 .7 5 @  8 .8 5  
7 .9 0 ®  8 .0 3  
5 .5 0 ®  6 .0 0  
5 .7 5 ®  6 .2 5  

5 .3 6  
2 .3 5 ®  3 .0 0  
2 .5 0 ®  3 .0 0  
1 .9 0 ®  2 .2 5  
2 .0 0 ®  2 .2 5  
1 .5 0 ®  1.75  

1 .50

Î8 .
8 .
8 .
8
7
8 
8
7
8 
8 
7 
5 
5 
5 
3.

C o m p a n y  
0 0 ® $ 8 . 75 
6 0 ®  8 .7 5  
3 5 ®  8 .7 5  
70®  8 .7 5  
73®  7.81  
3 5 ®  9 .0 0  
7 5 ®  8 .9 5
9 4 ®
35®
70®
81®
50<f
756

* N e t  to n s , f .o .b . m ines, t  A d v an ce  o v e r  p rev io u s  w eek  sh o w n  in  h e a v y

8 . 14 
8 .8 5  
9 .6 0  
7 .9 9  
6 .00  
6 . 0 0  

.3 6 ®  5 .91  
00@  3 . 15 

3 .0 0  
0 0 ®  2 .2 5  

2 .2 5
1.50
1 .50  
1 .60

ty p e ;  dec lines

In d e p e n d e n t

$ 8 .5 0 ® $ 8 .75 
8 .60(5; 9 .2 0  
7 .8 6 ®  8 .5 d  
8 .7 5 ®  9 .0 0  
9 .2 0 ®  9 .5 5  
8 .2 2 ®  8 .7 0  
8 .5 0 ®  8 .7 5  
8 .6 0 ®  9 .4 5  
8, 14®  8 .3 5  
5 .0 0 ®  5 .2 5  
5 .4 0 ®  5 .7 5  
4 .9 1 ®  5 .3 6  
2 .0 0 ®  2 .5 0  
2 .2 5 ®  2 .7 5  
1 .7 5 ®  2 .1 0  
1 .9 0 ®  2 .0 0  
1 .4 0 ®  1 .50  

1 .50  
1 .4 0 ®  1 .60  

in  ita lics .

■May 4, 1925-
C o m p a n y  

$ 8 .0 5 @ $ 8 .6 0  
8 .6 0  

8 .3 5 ®  8 .6 0  
8 .4 0 @  8 .6 0  
7 .4 4 ®  8 .1 8  
8 .8 5 ®  9 .1 0  
8 .8 5 ®  9 .0 0  
7 .9 2 ®  8 .1 0  
8 .3 5 ®  8 .6 0  
8 .5 0 ®  8 .6 0  
7 .6 9 ®  8 .0 0  
5 .0 0 @  5 .6 0  
5 .3 5 ®  5 .4 0  
4 .6 9 ®  5 .0 0

2 .5 0
2 .5 0  
2.00 
2.00
1.50
1.50  
1 .60

- M a y  11, 1925+ -
In d e p e n d e n t

S8.S0®S8 .85
8,S0f.r 9 30
7.86® 8 .50
8 .75® 9 .25
9.20® 9 .75
8 .2 2 ® 8 .70
8 .5 0 ® 8 .75
8 .6 0 ® 9,.45
8. 14® 8..35
5.00(« 5. 50
5 .4 0 ® 5. 75
4 .9 1 ® 5. 36
2.00® 2. GO
2 .2 5 ® 2. 75
1 .7 5 ® 2. 10
1 .9 0 ® 2. 00
1.40® 1. GO

C o m p a n y  
$ 8 .0 5 ®  $8. 60 

8 .6 0  
8 .3 5 ®  8 .6 0  
8 .4 0 ®  8 .6 0  
7 .4 4 ®  8 .1 8  
8 .8 5 ®  9 .1 0  
8 .8 5 ®  9 .0 0  
7 .9 2 ®  8 . 10 
8 .3 5 ®  8 .6 0

1.50 
1 .4 0 ®  1.6

2 .5 0
2 .5 0  
2 .0 0  
2.00
1.50
1 .50  
1 .60
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C o a l  A s:c  I n d e x  o f  S p o t  P r i c e »  o f  B i t u m i n o u s  C o a l  F .O . I i .  M in e s
; 1 9 2 5 ----------------------s 192-1
M a y  11 M a y  -1 A p r i l  27 M a y  12

I n d e x  ...........................................  1 6 6  162  162 169
W e i g h t e d  a v e r a g e d  p r i c e  $ 2 .0 1  $ 1 .9 6  $ 1 .9 6  $ 2 .0 5

T h i s  d i a g r a m  s h o w s  t h e  r e l a t i v e ,  n o t  t h e  a c t u a l ,  p r i c e s  o n  f o u r 
t e e n  c o a l s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  n e a r l y  9 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  b i t u m i n o u s  
o u t p u t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w e i g h t e d  f i r s t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n s  e a c h  o f  s l a c k ,  p r e p a r e d  a n d  r u n - o f - m i n e  n o r m a l l y  
s h ip p e d ,  a n d ,  s e c o n d ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t o n n a g e  o f  e a c h  n o r m a l l y  
p r o d u c e d .  T h e  a v e r a g e  t h u s  o b t a i n e d  w a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  
a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  tw e l v e  m o n t h s  e n d e d  J u n e ,  191-S, .-vs 1 00 , a f t e r  t h e  
m a n n e r  a d o p t e d  in  t h e  r e p o r t  o n  “ P r i c e s  o f  C o a l  a n d  C o k e ; 
1 9 1 3 - 1 9 1 8 ,”  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  G e o lo g i c a l  S u r v e y  a n d  t h e  W a r  
I n d u s t r i e s  B o a r d .

taken care of with crushed mine-run. There is no domestic 
business and a little railroad tonnage is moving. In the 
Standard district things are at low ebb. A few mines are 
trying to work and are selling coal for the most part below 
cost. Some of them are crushing mine-run and selling  
screenings, and a little railroad coal helps the situation. 
Two days a week is good working time in this field.

A little cool weather at St. Louis has caused a little 
tonnage of the cheaper grades to move in small tonnages 
and in a few  instances storage orders have been placed that 
involve a light tonnage of anthracite, coke and smokeless. 
Generally speaking, however, everything is dead. Dealers 
have fairly good stocks on hand and storage buying is not 
expected to get under way until June. Country domestic 
is unusually slow. Nothing but a little nut is moving into 
the small places. Local wagonload steam is easing up, 
carload is good considering and country steam is quiet. 
Prices are unchanged.

B etter In d u stria l D em and  in  K entucky
A good deal of coal has been moved from eastern Ken

tucky to lower lake ports over the past few  weeks, but de
mand has eased off somewhat as a result of congestion of 
supplies waiting for vessels.

Thete has been fair demand from utility, byproduct and 
gas plants and movement to brick, cement, lime and other 
plants producing building supplies has improved. Railroads 
are taking a good deal of fuel, some open market and some 
contract.

Retailer demand at Louisville is quite dull, although there 
has been better consumption over the past ten days than

is normally the case at this season of the year, due to 
chilly weather. Movement North and East as well as to the 
Northwest continues slow. Western Kentucky is moving 
some nut. coal to the South.

Lake movement is principally on egg and 2- or 4-in. lump 
coal; not much mine run reported as moving. This should 
result in large supplies of screenings before long, which 
would have a tendency to force the market lower in short 
order except for the fact that industrial consumption is 
strong.

There is very little mine run demand from any source at 
the present time, but better demand for nut, egg and 2-in. 
lump coal, the .block sizes not being strong.

A ctivity in  N orthw est D w indles
Business at Duluth is anything but good and dock men 

are bending all of their energies to prevent coal on the 
docks from piling up. There was approximately 2,200,000 
tons on the docks, of which about one-half was free coal, 
when navigation opened, and between that time and May 1 
171,372 tons of hard coal and 550,014 tons of soft coal was 
received.

Last month shipments from the docks were only 9,210 
cars, compared with 16,388 in March and 15,683 in April of 
last year. Some shipments are now being made to the iron 
ranges on spot orders, but this is not helping much. Most 
of the coal that went out last month was for railroads.

Twenty-nine ships arrived with coal last week, of which 
three cargoes were anthracite. Seventeen are reported on 
the way, of which the same number are hard coal. This 
compares with 57 cargoes the week before.

Prices are unchanged for both hard and soft coal, with 
both fairly firm and no reductions looked for. The usual 
10c. advance on hard coal May 1 made prices as follows: 
Egg, $12.80; stove, $13.20; nut, $13.05; pea, $10.20; buck
wheat, $7. Buckwheat did not advance.

Specifications for the requirements of the mining com
panies are out and the indication is that, as last year, the 
docks will quote list, dividing the order among them. The 
specifications call chiefly for Youghiogheny mine-run and 
screenings with some call for splint screenings.

Aside from buying of small quantities to tide over a cold 
spell there has been little life to the general coal market 
at the Twin Cities. Buying for steam use is characterized 
by holding off for lower prices and waiting for distress coal 
as much as possible. While there has not been much dis
tress coal, an occasional lot has encouraged the bargain 
hunters. Industrial buying is generally on conservative 
lines.

Unsettled freight rates keeps things in a turmoil, prevent
ing any settled policy upon grades which may be affected 
if some of the threatened changes are made effective. The 
general feeling is that the dock trade is likely to show  
a greater volume of business this season than for several 
years and there are frequent hints that the all-rail trade 
is still to be reckoned with.

Quotations are the same as last week.
The coal trade in Milwaukee is uneventful, with normal 

demand from the industries and light demand for domestic 
fuel. Activities at the docks are centered upon the ac- 
commondation of colliers from the lower lakes, which thus 
far have discharged a comparatively large tonnage. Cargo 
receipts up to May 7 totaled 153,208 tons of anthracite and 
245,903 tons of bituminous coal—399,111 tons in all. In 
1924 the receipts by cargo up to the same date totaled only 
68,576 tons of anthracite and 129,999 tons of bituminous 
coal— 198,575 tons in all. During April the car ferries 
brought in 10,188 tons of anthracite and 11,488 tons of 
bituminous coal, a total of 21,676 tons. All-rail receipts 
during April were 7,410 tons of anthracite and 38,095 tons 
of bituminous coal, a total of 45,505 tons.

Sou th w est H as T ran sitory  P ick-U p
Operators report a recent very slight and transitory im

provement in market conditions in the Southwest, partly the 
result of cool weather, which caused a light flurry in 
domestic grades, and partly the result of increased indus
trial activity. The improvement was not sufficient to affect 
the rate of production. Little shaft coal is being mined in 
Kansas, and most shovel coal is being crushed. Henryetta 
still is closed down, while storage prices on Arkansas coal 
have had little or no effect on the market. Kansas shaft 
screenings are fairly firm at $2.75, while crushed mine run
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generally is quoted at $2.60, with some being sold as low 
as $2.50.

In Colorado the coal market is very dull and consumers 
are backward in purchasing storage coal even at prevailing 
low prices. Operators average about two days a week. 
More than half of the mines are shut down due to the 
light demand for domestic and steam coal. There has been 
no change in prices since May 1. Walsenburg-Canon City 
domestic lump is $4.50; nut, $4.25; Crested Butte high-grade 
Nos. 1 and 2 anthracite (furnace size), $6.50; Nos. 3 and 
5 (base burner size), $6.75. The mines are having no trou
ble in securing all the labor they want at the 1917 scale.

Utah operators and dealers are passing through a very 
quiet period. The mines are working scarcely two days a 
week, and even at that 200 to 250 cars are piled up on the 
tracks at present. This is about 50 less than a few  weeks 
ago, operators having decided to keep them down on account 
of the difficulty in handling cars when the tracks are crowded 
with “no bills.” Industries taking coal are few. The mines 
and smelters are taking some right along, but not so much 
as they were. Cement plants are buying a little, but the 
sugar companies have not entered the market yet. Weather 
conditions are such that little coal is needed for heating 
purposes. Prices continue firm. The operators are just 
about convinced that it does not pay to make storage rates, 
and it is thought none will be made this summer, for the 
first time in years.

C incinnati M ore C h eerfu l
While no great changes were evident in the general 

situation at Cincinnati during the past week, the gains in 
the market held and orders were better than for weeks 
past. Operators’ representatives and direct selling agencies 
are more cheerful as some of them are booked three to four 
months ahead. This is elim inating much dickering and price 
shaving.

Very little block coal is to be had under $2 these days 
and with Hazard-Harlan operators asking $2.15 and some 
other southeastern Kentucky producers asking even $2.25, 
W est Virginians who are sold up on the large sizes refuse 
to touch spot orders under $2.25. E gg  prices on bituminous 
have held under the stiffening influences of the past couple 
of weeks. Two-inch, too, is in a better position, though 
lake buyers are doing all in their power to hold it to the 
lower levels. Mine run is a bit stronger if  anything. The 
only sign of weakness is in slack, which has eased a trifle.

In smokeless lump is firm at $3 and not much egg is to 
be had under that price. Mine-run still is firm and by
product takers are holding the screenings market steady 
despite an increase in prepared sizings.

Retail business has not brightened in spite of a con
centrated advertising campaign by some of the locals. The 
river stage is good with tows and tugs working up to 
capacity.

Steam demand at Columbus shows slight improvement in 
many ways. Contracting is not very brisk but some agree
ments for steam tonnage have been entered into and others 
are pending. As the amount of d istfess coal has been 
greatly reduced because of the discontinuance of consigning 
coal, steam users are looking more and more for settled  
agreements. Prices on contracts range from 20 to 35c. lower 
than a year ago on the same grades and sizes. Railroad 
fuel is moving in normal channels and the tonnage is about 
the same as usual. U tilities also are taking a good quantity 
while coal for school and municipal purposes is being sold 
to a certain extent. The tone of the trade is slightly bet
ter than was the case several weeks ago and a steady im
provement is looked for.

Domestic trade is dull and featureless with only a small

'  WEEKLY PRODUCTION OF 
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amount moving. Pocahontas operators have strengthened 
their prices, which has caused some retailers to place orders 
for smokeless grades. Dealers have succeeded in cleaning 
up to a large extent and outside of taking in some fancy  
grades are playing a waiting game. Retail prices are still 
weak and irregular. ■ Screenings are showing more strength, 
due largely to the reduced production of lump and prepared 
sizes.

Lake trade is now in full swing but the bulk of the busi
ness is from mines in W est Virginia and Kentucky. Lake 
contracting is not brisk because of the unsettled condition 
of rates and also because of the general feeling about prices.

Production in the Southern Ohio field ranges from 15 to 
18 pr cent of capacity. A large part of the output comes 
from co-operative mines.

The trade in eastern Ohio continues exceedingly quiet, 
with few  inquiries for coal. Operators of union mines in 
Ohio are unable to compete with non-union coal offered in 
these markets. Furthermore, many of the large industrial 
plants are operating only part time and their consumption 
of steam fuel is at a minimum. Retailers are placing few  
orders with the mines.

The keen demand for slack and nut-and-slack which ex
isted a week ago has subsided somewhat and the prices on 
these grades have accordingly receded about 10c. per ton. 
No distress coal is appearing in the market because of un
profitable experiences in shipping coal on open consignment. 
Ohio operators have not yet begun to participate in lake 
trade, due to unsettled rate conditions. Less than one- 
third of the mines are working, and these are not working 
much better than 30 per cent of capacity.

P rice  T en d en cy  F irm er at P ittsb u rgh
With operators more conservative and less aggressive 

there is now scarcely any distress coal a t Pittsburgh though 
there used to be considerable. Pittsburgh steam mine-run- 
is now quoted at $1.90@$2 against $1.75@$1.90 for some 
time past. Little of this description of coal has been mov
ing of late, most of the steam coal going as 3-in. lump, 
with the attendant slack. Average receipts of mines on all 
grades are not discernibly better than a month or two ago. 
The Pittsburgh Coal Co. has closed four more union mines, 
leaving only two in operation.

The Buffalo market is dull and unchanged. There is 
something of a scarcity of slack, for shipment to the lakes 
is still rather light and the making of three-quarter for that 
trade will be moderate till the rail rates from the mines are 
fixed up. Buffalo looked for a reduction on the coal that 
comes this way, and not getting it the amount is not 
expected to be heavy. Still the water movement of coal 
continues pretty heavy, in spite of the fact that the rail
roads have absorbed so much of it.

C om p etition  K een  in  New  E n glan d
Competitive selling continues the only feature of the 

steam coal market in New England. The current situation 
simmers down to a season of price-trimming on as extended 
a scale as we have known in years, and it w ill take patient 
and resolute measures on the part of producers to restore 
anything like a proper balance between output and net re
turns. In this connection, the present developments in union 
districts of central Pennsylvania are being observed here 
with great interest. Coal is being offered here that flows 
from what are normally union mines and at prices that 
disclose wage arrangements at less than the Jacksonville 
scale, but it remains to be seen whether such coal will prove 
to be any factor in the spring market.

Quotations on smokeless coals continue to be anything 
but horizontal. The Western and line trades apparently 
have been a disappointment, for there are insistent efforts 
to increase the volume via the Virginia terminals. Quota
tion at $4.20 is still heard for No. 1 N avy standard Poca
hontas and New River, per gross ton, f.o.b. vessel at 
Hampton Roads, with a few  conservative shippers holding 
for $4.25 @$4.35. Slack and nut and slack also are freely  
offered at prices well below those quoted, but buying at this 
end is no more general than a month ago. In none of the in
dustries here is there any snap, and for the present there 
will be few  consumers disposed to buy coal for consump
tion next winter, even at today’s bargain prices.

On cars at Boston and Providence there is little change 
from a week ago. Prices continue at the $5.25@$5.40 level, 
with “offers” frequently heard from.
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All-rail from central Pennsylvania and at the Philadel
phia and New York piers there is little tonnage changing 
hands. It is a discouraging outlook for operations in those 
districts, but a few  operators here and there show some 
determination to correct what the trade must regard as an 
impossible situation.

N ew  Y ork  S ees R eassu rin g  A u gu ries
Hopefulness was a little more m anifest in the bituminous 

market at New York at the end of the week, but the opti
mism was not based on any increased business but upon 
indications. There is no better movement of spot coals, 
but contract coals are more w illingly taken.

Some contract renewals were reported and others are in 
a fair way to be closed. Prices are said to be in close 
proximity to current spot quotations, which it is generally  
thought are about as low as they will go. There is a feeling  
that business will be better toward the end of the month.

Tidewater coal moves steadily with practically no ac
cumulations. Cars on the piers average about 1,300 a day.

A t Philadelphia reduced production is the story one hears 
on every side, and the consumer displays little interest in 
purchases. All the concerns desiring contracts seem to have 
closed them, though many of them continue to buy a fair 
proportion of their needs on the market. Some concerns 
with their own mines have .been closing down and trying  
to take care of their trade with purchased coal.

Railroad fuel buyers have been a little more active re
cently, particularly in the high-volatile fields, and some fa ir  
sized business has been closed.

Conditions at the water front are just ordinary, with only 
an occasional cargo clearing. There has been something 
of an increase in the clearances of merchant ships lately  
and this has given a slight impetus to the bunker trade.

The general price situation remains soft, except possibly 
in gas coals, where, on account of the strike in the Fair
mont region, there is an inclination to more firmness.

While operators admit there is a curtailment of produc
tion as a result of the W est Virginia strike, Baltimore is 
getting more than enough coal from there and from regions 
not touched by the strike to take care of present demands. 
That this is true is shown by the fact that the competition 
in soft-coal lines is confined to selling and not to buying. 
The fact that prices remain remarkably low also proves that 
the strike has not really hit the market as a whole, although 
it affects certain operators. The first eight days of May 
showed a complete lapse of export movement as far as coal 
is concerned.

A ll L ines Q uiet at B irm in gh am
There is little activity in any line of the coal market at 

Birmingham at present. Spot inquiry is weak and book
ings comparatively few  and consumers in the open market 
are buying coal only as needed. Contracting is restricted 
alm ost entirely to renewals by industrials, railroads and 
utilities. The Illinois Central R.R. during the week con
tracted for its fuel supply for the next twelve months in 
this field. Cement plants and cotton mills continue con
sistent users and are consuming a large tonnage. Rail
roads are taking about the minimum allotments provided 
in contracts. No change in the bunker market, conditions 
as to consumption in this direction showing no improve
ment over the past month.

Domestic coal is moving very slowly. There is no spot 
demand and deliveries on contracts are at a minimum. 
Many of the large yards still have a great deal of coal 
earned over from last year and consumers are showing 
little interest in taking it  off the dealers’ hands.

H ard  C oals M ove B risk ly  at N ew  Y ork
Demand for egg, stove and chestnut sizes of anthracite 

and the tendency to contract for No. 1 buckwheat coal fea
tured the New York market last week. All sizes were in 
good shape, stove being in particularly heavy demand and 
short with m ost producers, especially the smaller. E gg  
coal is moving in surprising volume, due in part to the 
willingness of stove-coal consumers to take the larger size 
rather than wait for their favorite coal.

Chestnut coal, which is not in good favor with New York 
City consumers, is in heavy call along the line. There is a 
good movement of pea coal and the surplus is not large.

Most of the larger operators are booked ahead for sev
eral weeks, but none have difficulty in disposing of what
ever tonnage they have in domestic coals. Several large 
contracts for No. 1 buckwheat and for rice were reported 
as having been closed. It was said that full company cir
cular of $2.50 and $2 respectively were the prevailing prices. 
The better grades of all three sizes of independent coals 
are being quoted at about 10c. above company prices.

A t Philadelphia there was a slight fa lling off in activity  
in the trade, both retail and wholesale, last week, though 
the weather has remained unseasonably cool. The expira
tion of the m iners’ wage agreement in September has 
helped the market some.

Stove is in strong demand, and some shippers are able 
to get slight premiums on this account. E gg also is pick
ing up very much, and there is very little free tonnage of 
this size offering. Among the producers who have changed 
all of their screens there is considerable surplus of nut, 
while some of the company shippers who are producing 
very little new size are just about able to fill their orders. 
Pea remains in good demand.

The steam sizes are in a pretty fair position and a siz
able tonnage is now being stored by purchasers so as to 
have something on hand by Sept. 1. While some buckwheat 
and rice is still offered off circular, the quantity has de
creased. Barley is in good demand.

While some Baltimore dealers continue to report some 
wholesale rate advances, on particular sizes at least, the 
local retail price of hard coal here remains unchanged and 
undoubtedly w ill hold as at present till June 1. That there 
will be some advance then seems to be pretty sure. The 
demand for fuel continues rather slack, and while dealers 
are making every effort to have customers buy early the 
response is only fair.

The anthracite trade at Buffalo has run down pretty fa st  
since the first of the month, as it  usually does when the 
sliding-scale price is  in force. It is not likely that it will 
come up again this season, unless the present cool weather 
keeps up through the month or labor troubles appear. The 
idea that there will be a strike next fa ll seems to become 
more general as time goes on, hut the average consumer 
refuses to be frightened. Lake shipments for the week 
were 60,000 tons, of which 30,700 tons cleared for Duluth 
and Superior, 20,100 tons for Milwaukee, 6,500 tons for 
Sheboygan and 2,700 tons for Racine.

C on n ellsv ille  C oke M arket Stagnant
The Connellsville coke market remains stagnant as to 

transactions. Little spot furnace coke is being sold, spot 
foundry coke is unusually dull, and there has been no con
tracting and no inquiry for contract coke, either furnace or 
foundry.

Prices are not quotably changed. Spot furnace is $3@ 
$3.25, with some, though not a great deal, available at 
$3, and non-metallurgical users sometimes paying up to 
$3.25 for choice brands in single carloads. Spot foundry 
remains at $4@$4.50, with sales at $4.50 quite light, and 
with a little coke available at slightly  under $4, perhaps 
technically standard, but not of generally acceptable 
quality.

Car Loadings, Surplusages and Shortages
-— C a rs  L o a d e d — »
A ll C a rs  C o a l C a ra

W eek  e n d e d  A p ril 25, 1 9 2 5 . ..............................................................  959,225 147 330
P re v io u s  w e e k .............................................................................................. 922,778 I3 4 J 7 2
W eek  en d e d  A p ril 25, 1924.

A p r ir3 0 ,r 1925.. 
A p ril 22, 1925.. 
A prilj.30 .il 924..

< S u rp lu s  C a rs  x
A ll C a rs  C o a l C a rs  
337,181 160.913
344,198 173,455

329.489 193,061

878,387 117,572

-C a r  S h o rtag e—*
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Foreign Market 
And Export N ews

Better Tone in British Coal Market; 
Output Advances Sharply

Stocks of coal have been slightly re
duced in Wales owing to the better 
demand over Easter and the holidays. 
Some of the collieries have been work
ing more regularly and no more pits 
have closed down. A feature is the 
chartering of tonnage to load for South 
American and Mediterranean ports, 
though no heavy contracts for those 
parts have been disclosed. The Portu
guese Railways have contracted for
31,000 tons of large and small steams 
for delivery before the end of June. Be
yond this there is little to report, though 
the general tone of the entire market 
has undoubtedly strengthened. The 
collieries are averse to considering ex
isting quotations for distant deliveries, 
owing to the possibilities of wage 
troubles.

The North of England market is 
slightly firmer due to depreciated 
stocks. Prices remain about the same 
and there are no contracts worth re
porting, the best being 7,000 tons of 
Wear gas coals for Bordeaux at 23s. 
3d. e.i.f.

Coal output by British collieries in 
the week ended April 25, a cable to 
Coal A ye  states, totaled 5,268,000 tons, 
compared with 3 273,000 tons in the 
preceding (Easter) week.

the men’s proposal to accept a 5 per
cent reduction in wages provided a 
second 5 per cent reduction, planned 
for June, is abandoned.

H am p ton  R oads M arket F irm  
W ith  Coal Scarce

No improvement in coal activity was 
noted at Hampton Roads last week, 
though the market held firm because of 
scarcity of coal. No strength was im
parted to the market by demand for 
cargoes.

The bulk of the meager supply at the 
piers was for special orders. Practi
cally no speculative coal was being 
shipped from the mines, many of which 
were running on less than three days a 
week. Several cargoes for Canada dur
ing the week constituted one feature of 
the, trade. Bunker business was fair, 
and foreign business holding its own.

B elg ian  M arket U n ch an ged ;
F oreign  C om p etition  K een

T h e. situation in the Belgian coal 
market has not changed. The hope is 
therefore lively that rates will fix them
selves at their present levels. Foreign 
coals are in sharp competition—from  
the French, the Dutch and even the 
German side, though in the last case 
the licenses to import have been much 
more restricted. To this must be added 
the competition between the home 
basins, Borinage and Limburg in par
ticular.

There is no improvement in patent 
fuels. The demand for coke is insignifi
cant and prices are unsteady. Rates 
are unchanged as yet, but a decrease is 
expected some time.

Ninety-three per cent of the 51,000 
miners in the Belgian coal fields voted 
May 9 to strike if  the operators reject

N o S ign  o f  Im p ro v em en t in  
F ren ch  Coal M arket

Inactivity reigns on the French coal 
market and there is no promise of im
provement in the near future. In spite 
of alluring April prices, the lowest for 
the whole year, demand for home fuels 
has not been overactive. Screened bitu
minous and flaming coals have suffered 
most. Sugar refineries have begun to 
take on supplies for the coming season 
and will continue until June and July.

Freight is easier at 22 @23 fr. 
Bethune-Paris.

Deliveries of indemnity fuels from  
the Ruhr to France between April 1 
and 11 totaled 176,700 tons, consisting 
of 58,700 tons of coal, 109,800 tons of 
coke and 8,200 tons of lignite briquets.

During the first three weeks of April 
the O.R.C.A. received from the Ruhr 
217,187 tons of coke, an average of 
10,300 tons per day.

Coal output by French mines totalled 
8,809,406 tons during February, which 
comprised 24 working days, making an 
average daily output of 158,725 tons. 
This, according to advices received by 
the Bankers Trust Co., is just a little 
under the post-war record production 
figure attained in January.

4  111525 2 9 16Z5 3 Q 6 B 2 0 t I 4 tl 1425 1 8 15 2Z29 5 1219 26 J 1017 2431 7 142128 5 E 1924 2 9 16 23506 B  2027 6 02027 
A p r  M a y  J u n e  Ju ly  A u g . S e p t  Oct. N o v  Dec. Jan.- Feb. M .ar.

1 92 5  1 92 6

I n  1 9 1 3  t h e  d a i l y  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  c o a l  
i n  F r a n c e  a v e r a g e d  1 3 6 ,1 4 7  t o n s ;  t h i s  
f i g u r e  f e l l  e n o r m o u s l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  w a r  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  m i n e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p r o v i n c e s ,  
b u t  i n  1 9 2 2  i t  b e g a n  t o  c r e e p  u p  a g a i n ,  
r e a c h i n g  1 2 1 ,0 6 4  t o n s  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 2 3 .

S i n c e  t h e n  t h e  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  p r o 
d u c t i o n  p r o g r e s s e d ,  t o  1 4 4 ,6 8 0  t o n s  i n  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 9 2 4  a n d  s o m e w h a t  
o v e r  1 6 0 ,0 0 0  t o n s  i n  J a n u a r y  o f  t h i s  
y e a r .  A s t r i k i n g  p r o o f  o f  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  
w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  w o r k  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p a r t s  o f  
F r a n c e  w h i c h  w e r e  d e v a s t a t e d  b y  t h e  
w a r  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
c o a l  m i n e s  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  
N o r d  a n d  t h e  P a s - d e - C a l a i s  n o w  y i e l d  
o n  a n  a v e r a g e  1 ,3 3 8  t o n s  m o r e  a  d a y  
t h a n  t h e y  d i d  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r .

E x p o r t  C l e a r a n c e s ,  W e e k  E n d e d  
M a y  9 ,  1 9 2 5

F R O M  H A M P T O N  R O A D S  
F o r  C u b a :

N o r .  S t r .  I . o v s t a k k e n ,  f o r  C ie n f u e g o s  2 ,5 2  ( 
F o r  C a n a d a :

B r .  S t r .  V e r a  T . K a t h l e e n ,  f o r
M o n t r e a l  ....................................................   M 2 J

B r  S t r .  E s k b r i d g e ,  f o r  M o n t r e a l . . . .  » .1 2 ?
N o r ,  S t r .  R y g j a ,  f o r  M o n t r e a l ................. 5 ,3 0 0

F o r  M e x ic o :  ,
A m e r .  S t r .  L e w i s  K .  T h u r l o w .................... 4 ,5 2 3

F o r  M iq u e l o n :
N o r .  S t r .  F a c t o ,  f o r  S t .  P i e r r e   2 ,0 0 6

F o r  B r a z i l :
N o r .  S t r .  O n e g a ,  f o r  P a r a .........................  3 ,8 8 0

F o r  I t a l y :
I t a l .  S t r .  V a l d i r o s a ,  f o r  P o r t o  F e r r a j o  6,SS:> 

F o r  N o v a  S c o t i a :
A m e r .  S t r .  S u f f o lk ,  f o r  S y d n e y   7,5G 1

F o r  P e r u :
N o r .  S t r .  A u g v a l d ,  f o r  C a l l a o ................. 2 ,1 1 v

F R O M  P H I L A D E L P H I A  
F o r  C u b a :

B r .  S t r .  R i v e r  T a f f ,  f o r  H a v a n a   ...........
N o r .  S t r .  C e r t o ,  f o r  H a v a n a ................... ................

H a m p t o n  R o a d s  P i e r  S i t u a t i o n

N . & W . P ie rs , L a m b e r ts  P t . :  A p ril 30 M a y  7
C a rs  on  h a n d .................................... 1,283 1,423
T o n s  o n  h a n d .............................   87,546 88,779
T o n s  d u m p e d  fo r w e e k ................ 1 18,869 1 16,229
T o n n a g e  w a i t in g .  ........................  10,000 12,000

V irg in ia n  P ie rs , Sew alls P t . :
C a rs  o n  h a n d ................................    624 _ 644
T o n s  on  h a n d . ................................. 44,200 45,600
T o n s  d u m p e d  fo r w e e k ................ 92,287 74,768
T o n n a g e  w a it in g ............................. 2,887 19,750

C . & O. P ie rs , N e w p o r t N ew s:
C a rs  o n  h a n d .................................... 2,233 2,602
T o n s  on  h a n d ....................... .. 110,045 123,435
T o n s  d u m p e d  fo r w e e k ................ 106,468 158,002
T o n n a g e  w a it in g ............................. 12,920 35,665

P i e r  a n d  B u n k e r  P r i c e s ,  G r o s s  T o n s
P IE R S

M a y  2 M a y  91- 
P o o l 9, N ew  Y o r k . . .  . $4.70(5; $4. 85 $ 4 .7 0 ®  $ 4 .8 5
P o o l 10, New ' Y o r k . . . .  4 .5 0 ®  4 .6 5  4 .5 0 ®  4 .6 5
P o o l I I ,  N ew  Y o r k . . . .  4 .2 5 ®  4 .5 0  4 .2 5 ®  4 .5 0
P o o l 9, P h i la d e lp h ia . . 4 .6 5 ®  4 .9 0  4 .6 5 ®  4 .9 0
P o o l 10, P h i la d e lp h ia . . 4 .3 5 ®  4 .5 5  4 .3 5 ®  4 .5 5
P o o l 11, P h ila d e lp h ia . .  4 .2 5 ®  4 .3 0  4 .2 5 ®  4 .3 0
P o o l 1, H a m p . R oads. 4 .3 5  4 .3 5
P o o l 2, H a m p . R o ad s . 4 .2 0  4 .2 0
P o o ls  5-6-7, H a m p . R d s . 4 .1 0  4 .1 0

B U N K E R S
P o o l 9, N ew  Y o r k . . . .  $ 4 .9 5 ® $ 5 . 10 $4 . 9 5 ® $ 5 .10 
P o o l 10, N ew  Y o r k . . . . 4 .7 5 ®  4 .9 0  4 .7 5 ®  4 .9 0
P o o l 11, N ew  Y o r k . . . .  4 .5 0 ®  4 .7 5  4 .5 0 ®  4 .7 5
P o o l 9, P h i la d e lp h ia . . 4 .8 0 ®  5 .0 5  4 .8 0 ®  5 .0 5
P o o l 10, P h i la d e lp h ia . . 4 .6 0 0  4 .8 0  4 .6 0 ®  4 .8 0
P o o l I I ,  P h i la d e lp h ia . .  4 .45@  4 .6 5  4 .4 5 ®  4 .6 5
P o o l i ,  H a m p . R o ad s. 4 .4 0  4 .4 0
P o o l 2, H a m p . R o ad s . 4 .2 5  4 .2 5
P o o ls  5-6-7, H a m p . R d s . 4 .1 5  4 .1 5

C u r r e n t  Q u o t a t i o n s  B r i t i s h  C o a l  f . o . b .

P o r t ,  G r o s s  T o n s
Q u o ta t io n s  b y  C a b le  to  Coal A qe  

C a rd iff: M a y  2 M a y  9 f
A d m ira lty , la r g e . . . 26s.6d.(qJ27s. 2G $.@ 86s.6d .
S te a m  sm a lls   I5 s .6d .@  19s.

N ew cas tle :
B e s t s te a m s   17s.3d. 1 9 s .
B e s t g a s ........................  19s.@ 19s.6d. 19s.(«H9s.6d.
B e s t b u n k e rs   18s.@ I8s.6d . 18s.

f  A d v an ces  o v e r p rev io u s  w eek  show n  in  h e a v y  
t y p e ;  dec lines in  ita lics.
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News Items
From

Field and Trade

ALABAM A
The Yolande Coal & Coke Co., of 

Birmingham, announces that it will 
spend $300,000 on development work 
to begin at once on coal lands at Con- 
nellsville, in the lower part of Jefferson 
County. A large shaft is to be opened 
and the Blue Creek coking coal will be 
mined. ---------

COLORADO
Coal producers on Fort Lewis school 

lands will be required to pay a royalty 
of only 10c. a ton to the school district 
under the terms of a bill signed April 
27 by Gov. Clarence J. Morley. The 
measure, House bill No. 506, introduced 
by Representative Tobey, provided for 
a reduction from the customary 15c. 
royalty to permit successful mining on 
the Fort Lewis coal lands. In this dis
trict, experts declared, mining was fin
ancially unsuccessful under the higher 
royalty.

Harry Kelley sold his coal mine prop
erty at Cortes, about the middle of 
April to Alexander Dyet and Frank 
Conway.

The suit of the Victor-American 
Fuel Co. against the Huerfano Agency 
Co. and eleven subsidiary companies 
for ?500,000, for alleged infringement 
of copyright, was set for trial in June 
by U. S. D istrict Judge J. Foster Symes, 
April 29, after he had overruled a 
demurrer on the part of the defendants, 
in which they sought to have the ac
tion dismissed. The Victor-American 
company alleges the defendants have 
imitated copyright labels on coal pro
duced in the Victor-American mines, 
seeks to have the practice stopped, and 
asks damages for alleged injury done 
so far by the defendants.

Copies of the topographic map of 
the Pilot Knob coal and oil district in 
Routt County, which were made by fed
eral surveying parties last summer, 
were received in Denver Saturday by 
Charles W. Henderson, mineral geog
rapher of the U. S. Geological Survey. 
The maps will be a great aid to coal and 
oil prospectors and w ill eliminate ap
proximately 70 per cent of the geolog
ical cost of locating oil domes and coal 
deposits, Mr. Henderson said. The 
maps cover the district from California 
Peak on the north to the Yampa River 
on the south, and from Elk Head Creek 
on the w est to Hahn’s Peak on the East. 
Albert Pike and W. T. Chenault, sur
veyors of the Geological Survey at 
Washington, D. C., did the field work 
for the maps.

There has been filed with the county 
clerk and recorder a special warranty 
deed from the Interstate Coal Co. to 
the Bear River Coal Co., transferring 
480 acres of land in Township 6, Range

87. The consideration is given as 
$32,019.21.

Clarence Kurtz and Clyde Biggs of 
the Biggs & Kurtz .firm, in company 
with Charles Rump, head of the Red
lands project, recently completed a deal 
for the purchase of the entire propei'- 
ties of the Book Cliff Company, includ
ing the mine in the Book Cliff moun
tains to the north of Canon City, the 
railroad terminal properties on W est 
Main Street, and the other properties 
owned by the company, including all 
of the railroad equipment. The deal 
was completed by Charles E. Cherring- 
ton, who spent some time in Denver 
recently in connection with the transfer.

ID A H O
H. F. Samuels, progressive candidate 

for Governor in the last campaign, who 
has been devoting his time to reorganiz
ing the Brown Bear coal mine in Teton 
County, announces that as soon as the 
tunnel which is being driven to cut the 
beds at a more convenient approach is 
completed the property will be ready 
for large-scale production. This tunnel 
is being driven 200 ft. per month and 
will have a total length of .2,800 ft. It 
will carry the coal from the veins to the 
tipple, where it w ill be loaded into the 
cars, eliminating a wagon haul of a mile 
and a half. The old company had $2,-
400,000 of securities issued, while the 
new one will have but a trifle over
$ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 . ---------

ILLINOIS
Seventy-nine mines in districts 5 and 

9 of Illinois during the week ending 
April 25, operated but 10.95 per cent 
of time. Fifty-five of the mines were 
idle the entire week. The 24 mines 
which worked operated but an average 
of 46.5 per cent of the time.

The Consolidated Coal Co. of St. 
Louis, on April 30 closed its No. 7 
Mine at Herrin. This let out 700 em
ployees. The mine is down indefinitely 
on account of slack business.

Fred Hummell and Sons, W illisville, 
have opened a new coal mine on the 
Henry Kocher farm west of Schuline, 
a few  miles from Sparta. They have 
a 4J ft. vein of coal and have erected 
a 35-ft. tipple. The boilers and other 
machinery are now being installed.

C. M. Moderwell & Co., Chicago, an
nounce that they recently merged with 
the Twin States Fuel Co., of Hunting
ton, W. Va. Walter A. Cunningham of 
that concern has been elected a director 
of Moderwell & Co. and Roy H. Cun
ningham has been elected vice-president 
in charge of the Huntington branch 
office. The company maintains branches 
at Minneapolis and Detroit as well. 
The Twin States Fuel Co. had consider

able holdings in the Logan County, 
Cabin Creek, Thacker, Elkhorn and 
Pocahontas districts.

Receivers for the Chicago & Alton 
R.R. hold a gloomy attitude on the out
look for business on that road during 
the current year. The pamphlet report 
for the year ended Dec. 31, 1924, shows 
a net loss for the Alton of $1,035,242 
after taxes, rental of leased lines, bond 
interest and other fixed charges, com
pared with a surplus after charges of 
$1,117,144 in the preceding year. The 
depression in the coal industry is 
believed to have been l-esponsible for a 
large part of the road’s financial diffi
culties.

The Groveland Coal Mining Co. of 
Chicago, has merged under the name of 
Groveland-LaMarsh Mining Co., the 
mining properties of the Crescent Coal 
Co., located in the LaMarsh district, 
Peoria County, with the properties of 
the Groveland Coal Mining Co., located 
in Tazewell County. The combined 
properties have a daily capacity of 
approximately 7,000 tons. The entire 
tonnage of the combined properties will 
be handled by the Groveland Coal Min
ing Co., whose general offices are 
located in Chicago.

INDIANA
Suit asking appointment of an ancil

lary receivership has been filed in fed
eral court, at Indianapolis by Fred O. 
Valentine and Alfred H. Mooi-e, co
receivers for the Mohio Coal &. Mining 
Co. The complaint alleges that the co
receivers had clairps against Alfred E. 
and Meta Malsbary, of Lafayette, 
amounting to $4,000, and should be 
given authority to prosecute the claims 
on behalf of the Mohio company. The 
co-receivers asked that either they be 
given authority to serve as ancillary 
receivers in Indiana or that the court 
name some representative to press the 
claims against the Malsbarys.

Judgment of $3,400 against the State 
of Indiana has been awarded to the 
Ayrshire Coal Co. by the Marion comity 
court of claims, Indianapolis. The Ayr
shire company brought suit for $15,000 
against the state, alleging that on May 
j , 1923, the company entered into an 
agreement to supply all the coal for 
Indiana University, at Bloomington, 
and for the Indiana Reformatory, then 
at Jeffersonville. The complaint set 
out that the .state did not abide by this 
agreement and bought coal from other 
companies instead of the plaintiff. The 
company made preparations and mined 
a large quantity of coal for this pur
pose, the complaint said, which it was 
forced to sell at a loss because of the 
alleged failure of the state to take all 
coal contracted for.'
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IO W A
Coal production in Iowa for 1924 was 

5,554,950 tons compared with 6,120,332 
tons in 1923, according to a report made 
by L. E. Stamm, secretary of the state 
mine commission. The increased use of 
Eastern coal by lowans is given as the 
reason for the decreased output. The 
total number of miners employed in 
1924 was 12,553, compared with 13,129 
in 1923. In 1922 the records show that 
13,790 miners were employed.

KANSAS
Twelve miners employed by the 

Western Coal & Mining Co. in south
eastern Kansas, completed courses in 
mine gases at the Kansas State 
Teachers College, a t Pittsburgh, May 1. 
The class was conducted by J. J. 
Delaney, under the direction of Prof. 
J. A. Yates, head of the extension divi
sion of the college.

Following several alleged attempts 
by union miners to intimidate miners 
working in the Doubleday Coal Co.’s 
non-union mine near Gross, M&tt L. 
W alters, president of District 14, 
United Mine Workers, was arrested 
May 8. Following the action of the 
U. S. Supreme Court last month in 
declaring invalid the Kansas Indus
trial Court law, demonstrations were 
held by union miners, who visited non
union mines in the southeastern Kansas 
field, in a proselyting campaign. The 
march was led by W alters and by 
Alex Howat, erstwhile president of the 
district, expelled from the union for 
calling an outlaw strike. Several of 
the mines were unionized. The Double
day mine was not. Immediately after  
the April celebration Attorney Gen
eral Charles B. Griffith, of Kansas, 
visited the field, and guaranteed the 
safety of miners who desired to work 
outside the union, and warned against 
any interference with them. Harry W. 
Warren, of Fort Scott, was appointed 
a special Assistant Attorney General 
to assist in protecting them.

K EN TU C K Y
Reid Patterson, of Pineville, an

nounced April 28 that he had just sold 
thfe Mocking Bird Coal Co., mining 
Hazard seam coal.

The Kentucky Educational Associa
tion, composed of the teachers and 
educators of the state, at the conclusion 
of the state convention in Louisville 
April 25, adopted a number of resolu
tions. Simeon E. Leland, chairman of 
the Committee on Educational Finan
ces, submitted a report in which he held 
that a tonnage tax on coal would not 
work out satisfactorily. He advocated 
an ad valorem tax by the capitaliza
tion of net returns from mining prop
erties. He held that such a method as
sures the state that mines are taxed 
equally with other property, and guar
antees mines against discriminatory 
taxation. His argument was for a state 
income tax.

On May 4 E. A. Taylor, of Greenville, 
was appointed receiver, for the Phoenix 
Coal & Mining Co., of Tarma. near 
Drakesboro, in western Kentucky, on 
action brought by James B. Torbert, of

ported to have brought just one-twelfth  
of its cost to equip.

During April on the L. & E. division 
of the Louisville & Nashville R.R., serv
ing the Neon-McRoberts-Elkhorn dis
trict, the Whitesburg district, the Jack
son district and the Hazard district, 38 
mines were closed until further notice. 
These were divided as follows: Neon- 
McRoberts-Elkhom district, 6; W hites
burg district, 10; Jackson district, 13; 
Hazard district, 9. Preliminary reports 
for May show that a total of 58 mines 
in this field will be closed indefinitely.

M ARYLAND
The Baltimore Coal Exchange has 

elected J. F. Palmer, of Cumberland, 
Md., secretary, succeeding the late 
Julius Hellweg. Mr. Palmer has been 
serving as secretary of the North 
Potomac district organization of soft 
coal operators.

Out in New Mexico
T h i s  I s  t h e  J u n i o r  n u t  s t o r a g e  t a n k  a t  a  

P h e l p s  D o d g e  C o r p .  m i n e  a t  D a w s o n .  T h i s  
s t o r a g e  s e r v e s  t h e  w a g o n  t r a d e  o f  t h e  to w n .

Pineville, formerly president and owner 
of the Phoenix Coal Co., which Torbert 
sold to the Phoenix Coal & Mining Co. 
about four years ago, receiving $100,- 
000 in cash and notes for the balance. 
Some weeks ago Torbert filed suit, 
alleging that balances were due and 
unpaid. It is indicated that the prop
erty will be sold to meet the mortgage 
claim held by Torbert. Shortly after  
the sale of this property to the Lackey 
interests, the death of A. C. Lackey, 
along with a long period of slow sales, 
labor troubles, etc., made it impossible 
to operate profitably, and caused the 
failure of the Dixie Fuel Co., an allied 
selling organization. The Phoenix Coal 
& Mining Co. was the only mine in the 
field that signed the Jacksonville agree
ment last year. A fter a few  months of 
operation at a loss the plant was closed 
down and has been idle since. Since 
selling the western Kentucky property 
Torbert has organized a new coal con
cern, which is operating in southeastern 
Kentucky, in the Pineville territory.

Two men were killed and three sev
erely injured by an explosion May 3, 
200 ft. underground in Mine No. 5, of 
the Norton Coal Co., near Nortonville. 
The dead are: Finch Southard, bottom  
eager, and Jack Rodgers, top man. A  
crew of seven men compose the Sunday 
night shift. When the miners, led by 
Southard, came to the 200-ft. level in 
the shaft, a pocket of gas that had 
formed during the day exploded when 
it  came in contact with head lamps 
worn by the men.

It is reported from eastern Kentucky 
that two coal mines in Pike County 
were sold under the hammer last week, 
bringing $7,500 each, for plants and 
equipment costing from ten to twenty 
times' that much. The mine of the 
Winston-Elkhorn Coal Co., near Mar
rowbone, including tipple, leases, ma
chinery, town and general equipment, 
is reported to have cost over $150,000. 
The plant of the Kewanee Coal Co., at 
Kewanee, was also sold and was re-

M ISSO U R I
William R. Prather, for six  years 

manager and a stockholder of the 
Blackfoot Coal Co., at Columbia, bought 
the interests of his fellow  stockholders 
May 2, and will operate the company’s 
mine, three miles north of Columbia. 
The price was $3,200. Those who dis
posed of their holdings to Mr. Prather 
were S. M. Stephenson, J. S. Rollins, 
Ed. Keene and Ray Warner.

N EB R A SK A
The Swift Lumber & Fuel Co., of 

Lincoln, has succeeded the National 
Coal Mining Co.

OHIO
The Pittsburgh Coal Co. has an

nounced its intention of closing all its 
mines employing union workers, being 
unable to compete with mines having 
non-union help, whose scale is ,20 to 25 
per cent lower. In the Hocking Valley, 
Ohio’s richest coal field, only 14 railroad 
mines out of 388 are in operation. In 
eastern Ohio only 32 out of 107 rail
road mines are loading coal and those 
are operating only a few  days a week.

One of the last steps toward closing 
out the affairs of the Southern Ohio 
Coal Exchange, Columbus, was taken 
May 7 when W. W. Metcalf was named 
receiver for the exchange upon an ac
tion brought by the Capital Motor Co., 
owner of the building in which the ex
change was housed. The petitioner 
claims unpaid rent to the amount of 
$2,607 in ’ the form of a judgment ob
tained in court. There are other cred
itors and steps probably will be taken 
to clean up affairs and to form another 
organization of southern Ohio oper
ators. W. D. McKinney, who has been 
acting as secretary, is still on the job.

The Crown Mine, at Rose Farm, has 
contracted for its output for the com
ing season for commercial purposes and 
has resumed operations.

OKLAHOM A
The Trojan Coal Co., of Muskogee, 

is reported about to make improve
ments to its mines at Warner, and will 
build 25 miners’ houses.
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PENNSYLVANIA
Employees of the Jermyn colliery, an 

independent operation at Old Forge, 
who recently voted in favor of accept
ing a 10 per cent reduction in wages, 
after listening to an address by Rinaldo 
Cappellini, president of District 1, voted 
unanimously 'to reconsider their pro
posal and to stand by the present 
working agreement until its expiration 
on Aug. 31.

The business trend in the Connells- 
ville coke region is still downward. 
The H. C. Frick Coke Co. has closed 
down a few  more plants away from the 
river last week. The Monessen Coal & 
Coke Co., subsidiary of the Pittsburgh 
Steel Co., reduced to half time, as did 
also the Baton Coal & Coke Co.

The Reading R.R. transported 1,523,- 
979 gross tons of revenue coal in March 
last compared with 1,659,743 tons in 
the corresponding month of last year.

The Kramer and Eriton mines of the 
Erie Railroad interests are operating 
again after a suspension of two weeks, 
having been leased to the Northwestern 
Mining Exchange Co., which is paying 
the 1917 scale. When the shutdown took 
place the Erie interests declared that 
the union scale could hot be paid and 
that the road would use W est Virginia 
coal. Steady work, full force, is 
promised.

The Heisley Coal Co., operating large 
mines at Nant-y-Glo, Cambria County, 
is preparing to operate its mines under 
the 1917 scale. Nant-y-Glo is a strong 
union center but officials of the Heisley 
company announce that more than one 
hundred miners have applied for jobs in 
the mines under the 1917 scale. A 
number of special police aTe on duty as 
a safety  measure.

The W olf Coal Co., of which Joseph 
Sarricks, of Freeland, its vice-president, 
has entered into an agreement with the 
Lehigh Valley Coal Co. to reopen the 
old Woodside mine, on the outskirts of 
Freeland. This mine was flooded many 
years ago. Pumps are to be installed in 
the near future to drain the workings. 
When mining begins the product will 
be taken to the Drifton breaker for 
preparation.

The total production of bituminous 
coal in Pennsylvania last year was 
128,751,028 tons and the total produc
tion of coke, 9,551,175 tons. Of the 
total, 110,707,310 tons of coal was sent 
to market, 2,498,666 tons was used at 
the mines and 2,458,888 tons was sold 
to local trade and used by employees. 
During the year 13,086,164 tons was 
used in the manufacture of coke.

Following an address delivered to 
400 men employed in the No. 4 shaft 
of the Ewen colliery of the Pennsyl
vania Coal Co., a t Pittston, by District 
President Rinaldo Cappellini, on April 
25, the working force voted unanimously 
to put forth their best efforts to in
crease the tonnage and co-operate with 
officials of the company in an effort to 
place the workings on a paying basis. 
The No. 4 shaft had been idle for nearly 
two weeks and had worked not more 
than four weeks since last November. 
Finding that they could not get the 
shaft on a paying basis the officials of 
the company closed it down. The shut
ting down of the shaft also affected 
hundreds of employees working in and 
about the breaker.

The Pennsylvania Coal & Coke Cor
poration and subsidiaries report for 
1924 a deficit of $425,234 after all 
charges, compared with a surplus of 
$741,704 in 1923. N et sales for the 
year were $5,959,582. Earnings in 1923 
were $4.29 a share on $8,630,300 capital 
stock (par $50). Surplus at the end 
of the year was $1,560,871, against 
$2,041,461 the preceding year.

Joseph Wisakunis, a coal miner em
ployed by the Lehigh & Wilkes-Barre 
Coal Co., was recently fined $10 and 
costs by Judge McLean for carrying 
matches into a gaseous section of the 
No. 5 mine.

The Pennsylvania Coal & Coke Cor
poration and subsidiaries report for the 
first 1925 quarter a deficit of $158,684, 
against a surplus of $1,002 for the 
same period last year. March deficit 
was .$30,910.

There were 68,761,275 gross tons of 
anthracite produced and shipped to 
market in Pennsylvania in 1924, 6,828,- 
277 tons used at the collieries for steam  

heat and 2,336,742 tons sold to

local trade and used by employees. The 
total gross tonnage was 77,926,294, or 
87,277,449 net tons. Output last year 
was 5,000,000 tons less than in 1923, 
when 92,663,854 net tons was mined, 
despite the strike. The records of the 
State Department of Mines show there 
were 162,503 employees engaged in the 
coal industry in 1924.

U TA H
The Salt Lake City Commission has 

awarded a split contract for the year’s 
supply of coal. The Martin and Cit
izens companies were awarded contracts 
for 7,500 tons of lump at $5; the Cit
izens will furnish 3,100 tons of screened 
slack at $3.10; 2,550 nut coal will be 
furnished by the Martin company at 
$4.25; and 3,240 tons of mine slack by 
the Marsh Coal Co. at $2.70 per ton.

The men who le ft the mines of the 
Independent Coal & Coke Co. a few  
weeks ago are still out. They are 
willing to go back to work if  the other 
mines announce a similar cut—20 per 
cent with a similar reduction on all 
board and lodgings and cottage accom
modation provided by the company—  
but none of the other operators. has 
shown a disposition to follow so far. 
Just what the outcome will be no one 
will venture an opinion. The situation 
at present m ight be summed up in the 
statem ent that things are just sliding, 
owing to market conditions, as far as 
the Independent is concerned, and the 
other companies are exercising great 
caution.

VIRGINIA
The Raleigh Smokeless Fuel Co. has 

closed its office in Richmond. Manager 
Moore is in Norfolk and has not decided 
on a new location.

The Clinchfield Coal Corporation re
ports for the first quarter of 1925 net 
income of $158,450 after charges, equal 
to 86c. a share on $14,547,600 common 
stock after preferred dividends, com
pared with $206,091, or $1.19 for the 
corresponding period of 1924.

W E ST  VIRGINIA
The W est Virginia State Department 

of Mines is arranging to have films 
snapped of miners while a t work in 
order that correct methods of timber
ing, use of explosives and other sub
jects, will be shown. Scenes were 
snapped of the Barrackville mine dis
aster in order to teach safety work 
following catastrophes. Several dupli
cates will be made, which will enable 
the department to place one a t W est 
Virginia University, Morgantown, for 
the students in the mining course and 
others to be shown in the mining towns.

The Bethlehem Mines Corporation is 
Cleaning up Mine No. 41 at Barrack
ville, where an explosion in March 
killed 33 men, and hopes to have the 
mine ready again for operation about 
June 10.

Gaylord Colliery, Kingston Coal Co.
T h i s  p l a n t ,  w h i c h  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  P l y m o u t h , .  P a . ,  h a s  b e e n  i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r t y - f o u r  y e a r s .  

I t  i s  a  s lo p e  m in e ,  e m p lo y s  a b o u t  2 5 0  m e n  a n d  h a d  a n  o u t p u t  o f  8 5 ,0 0 0  t o n s  o f  h a r d  
c o a l  l a s t  y e a r .

A new compensation law, which pro
vides for greater benefits to workers, 
has been passed by the State Legisla
ture. This session of the law-making 
body was marked by a record attention 
to the demands of labor. The bill to
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abolish the private mine and guard sys
tem failed by a close vote in the Senate, 
however. Other measures passed in
clude a law requiring rock dusting and 
other protective measures in coal mines 
that will go far toward safeguarding 
the lives and limbs of workers. All 
proposals to outlaw strikes were de
feated.

An issue of $1,250,000 Pond Creek 
Pocahontas Co. ten-year 7 per cent con
vertible gold debenture bonds was 
placed on sale May 8 by Hayden, Stone 
& Co., New York. The company owns 
in fee 2,500 acres of virgin coal lands 
in the heart of the Pocahontas field, 
estimated to contain over 25,000,000 
tons of recoverable coal, which prop
erty, upon completion during 1925 of 
development work and equipment, 
should have an annual output of at 
least 750,000 tons. It also owns the 
entire Capital Stock of By-Products Po
cahontas Co., which controls by favor
able lease 600 acres of coal lands in the 
same field estimated to contain over
5,000,000 tons of recoverable coal. This 
property produced 173,000 tons of coal 
in 1924. Additional equipment is being 
installed which should increase its out
put to at least 250,000 tons per annum. 
The management and sales organiza
tion are identical with those of Island 
Creek Coal Co. Debentures are con
vertible into common capital stock of 
the company on the basis of 6 shares of 
such stock for each $100 debenture.

The following companies were organ
ized in W est Virginia in March: Good 
Will Coal Co., of Morgantown, capital 
$5,000; Herman Coal' Co., of Philippi, 
$5,000; Bennett Coal Mining Co., of 
Wheeling, $10,000; Johnston Mining 
Co., of Wellsburg, $25,000; Boyd Mining 
Co., (non-resident), of Potomac Manor, 
with chief works in Maryland, $50,000, 
organized by J. G. Boyd, of Potomac 
Manor.

The tax bill suggested by Governor 
Howard M. Gore increases the rate of 
the gross sales tax to be paid by the 
coal industry from A  of 1 per cent com
puted on the value of the coal produced 
and sold to A  of 1 per cent.

The officers of the newly formed 
Talbot Chambers Coal Co. are: T. W. 
Chambers, president; G. B. St. George, 
vice-president; Philip Hofer, treasurer, 
and I. W. Sharp, secretary. The com
pany has purchased and is operating 
the Bunker mine, on Scotts Run. The 
company’s office is at 149 Broadway, 
New York City.

Fire on May 5 destroyed three double 
houses of the W est Virginia & Pitts
burgh Coal Co. a half mile north of 
Wellsburg. The occupants, it is said, 
wci"' non-union miners. Thirty persons 
avoided being burned by escaping in 
their night clothes. One miner had 
$300 in paper currency destroyed by 
the fire, the money being secreted under 
a carpet. Brooke County authorities, 
who place the loss at $35,000, believe 
that the fire was of incendiary origin.

R. M. Lambie, chief of the W est Vir
ginia Department of Mines, expects to 
reopen oh May 25 the inquest in connec
tion with the Barrackville mine dis
aster, which happened on March 17. 
Reconstruction of the mine where 34 
men lost their fives is now under way,

with the probability that it will be com
pleted by May 25. The Bethlehem  
Mines Corporation plan to resume 
operations at the mine about June 10. 
One additional body was found in the 
ruins by the crew working in the mine.

W ISCO NSIN
The Reeves Coal & Dock Co. dock 

property at Superior, Duluth-Superior 
harbor, was offered at auction for the 
fourth time May 6. As has been the 
case in the three former sales, no bids 
were received. The property will be 
offered again June 5.

James Patton, superintendent of the 
Ford coal dock at Superior, has received 
orders to prepare for shipments. Two 
boats, the Benson Ford and the Henry 
Ford II, will be put in the service and 
it is thought that they will haul coal 
all season. Last year 250,000 tons was 
brought up from Ford’s Kentucky 
mines, and of this 75,000 tons remains 
on dock. Ford will still pursue the 
policy of selling in single carload lots 
to any consumer.

W YOM ING
Hugh McLeod, of Acme, was ap

pointed chief coal mine inspector for 
the state by Governor Ross on April 
28. Michael Finnan, of Gebo, and John 
L. Dykes, of Rock Springs, were ap
pointed assistant coal mine inspectors 
for a period of two years. The three 
men passed the highest in the examina
tions held for the positions, under the 
supervision of the state coal mine ex
amining board. Nine men took the 
examinations.

W A SH IN G TO N , D. C.
On May 1 the government began con

ducting its public land business with 
45 instead of 84 local land offices lo
cated in the various states and Alaska. 
Abolition of 39 local land offices became 
effective on that date as a result of 
executive orders issued by the Presi
dent and recommendations of' the In
terior Secretary and the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office. Of the 48 
states in the Union, only 20 now have 
local land offices, exclusive of the Ter
ritory of Alaska, where three offices are 
maintained. The last remaining land 
offices were discontinued in Kansas, 
Michigan and Wisconsin, where prac
tically all of the public land has been 
taken up. The business of these offices 
was transferred to the General Land 
Office at Washington. It is expected 
that a few  additional offices will be dis
continued after the reorganization of 
the General Land Office and the read
justment of the public land business 
nas been completed.

CANADA
On April 30 an action was begun by 

the Attorney General of Canada against 
the Canadian Coal Sales Co., of Winni
peg, claiming $160,628 to have been 
overpaid by the Government on con
tracts for the supply of coal to the 
Tuxedo military barracks at Winnipeg 
since 1920. This action is the outcome 
of the report of the commissioner ap

pointed to investigate the charges of 
fraud brought against the company and 
several military officers.

The British Columbia Chamber of 
Mines, a Vancouver institution, is con
siderably exercised by a report from  
George Wilkinson, chief provincial in
spector of mines, to the effect that dur
ing the first 11 months of last year 
40,727 tons of coal was imported into 
British Columbia, as against an average 
importation of 12,105 tons for the cor
responding period during the last five 
years. Moreover, Mr. Wilkinson states 
that the coal comes in duty free under 
the classification of lignite, though it  is 
derived from a deposit a t Bellingham, 
Wash., which the State Geological De
partment has classified as bituminous 
coal. The Chamber is agitating for a 
duty to be put on this coal.

Legislation providing assistance for 
the coking of bituminous coal has not 
yet been brought down at Ottawa and 
among the arresting influences, it is 
stated, are rumors of an attempted 
merger of the gas companies in the 
larger cities of Canada for the produc
tion of a quality of coke eligible for 
the proposed assistance. Strong repre
sentations have been made that the 
assistance to the proposed indjustry 
shoujd be a subsidy based on the 
amount invested in plants rather than 
on a tonnage basis of the output, but 
this is little favored, nor are the 
prospects of it improved by rumors of 
a merger. The eventual assistance in 
all probability will be in the form of a 
bounty per ton.

Traffic News
I. C. C. R efu ses  to M odify  

Ind iana Coal R ates
The Interstate Commerce Commis

sion has declined to modify its order 
of Aug. 26, 1920, with respect to  rates 
on coal from the Clinton, Linton, Brazil, 
Princeton and Boonville districts in 
Indiana to Crawfordsville, Sheridan, 
Logansport, Monticello, Anderson and 
Ft. Wayne—Docket No. 11894. At the 
same time the commission did modify 
the order with respect to rates and 
charges for the transportation of sand 
and gravel from Terre Haute to St. 
Mary-of-the-Woods.

The order in question authorized in
creases in interstate freight rates and 
charges generally throughout the 
country. An increase of 40 per cent 
was authorized and made effective in 
the Eastern group of states, including 
Indiana. The Public Service Commis
sion of Indiana declined to authorize a 
like percentage of increase in the In
diana intrastate rates, but did authorize 
an increase of 33â per cent in coal rates 
and a 10 per cent increase in the rates 
on sand and gravel. Subsequently the 
federal commission found that the rates 
in Indiana, except the rates on coal for 
d’stances of thirty miles and less, were 
“unduly prejudicial to persons and 
localities engaged in interstate com
merce, and unjustly discriminatory 
against interstate commerce.” The 
commission ordered that the Indiana 
rates be increased to the same extent 
as the interstate rates.
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New Equipment
Recent Patents

X iiim p  H o l d e r  f o r  M in e r *  C a p s ;  1 ,5 2 7 ,4 6 0 . 
J o s e p h  B a i ' t a ,  M a r t i n s  F e r r y ,  O h io .  F e b .  
24 , 1 9 2 5 . F i l e d  J u l y  2 5 , 1 9 2 4 :  s e r i a l  N o . 
7 2 8 ,2 2 2 .

A p p a r a t u s  f o r  r u s h i n g  C o a l  T u b s ;  1 ,5 2 7 ,-  
9 2 2 . A l b e r t  E .  R o s e ,  R o t h e r h a m ,  E n g l a n d .  
F e b .  24 , 1 9 2 5 . • F i l e d  S e p t .  10 , 1 9 2 4 ;  s e r i a l  
N o . 7 3 8 ,1 0 7 .

Com ing Meetings
T h e  A m e r i c a n  S o c ic ty  o f  M e c h a n i c a l  E n 

g i n e e r s .  S p r i n g  m e e t i n g ,  M a y  1 8 -2 1 , M i l 
w a u k e e ,  W i s .  S e c r e t a r y ,  C . W . R ic e ,  29 
W e s t  3 9 th  S t . ,  N e w  Y o r k  C i ty .

M in e  I n s p e c t o r s ’ I n s t i t u t e  o f  A m e r i c a .  
A n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  J e f f e r s o n  H o te l ,  P e o r i a ,  
111., M a y  19 a n d  2 0 . S e c r e t a r y ,  G . B . 
B u t t e r f i e l d ,  1 7 9  A l i y n  S t . ,  H a r t f o r d ,  C o n n .

C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  o f  U . S . A . T h i r 
t e e n t h  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g ,  M a y  2 0 -2 2 , W a s h 
i n g t o n ,  D . C .

M a n u f a c t u r e r s ’ D iv i s io n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
M in in g : C o n g r e s s .  N a t i o n a l  e x p o s i t i o n  Of 
c o a l - m i n i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  O h io , 
w e e k  o f  M a y  2 5 . S e c r e t a r y  o f  A m e r i c a n  
M in in g  C o n g r e s s ,  J .  F .  C a l l b r e a t h ,  M u n s e y  
B u i l d i n g ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .

N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P u r c h a s i n g  
A g e n t s .  T e n t h  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  M i l 
w a u k e e ,  W i s . ,  M a y  2 5 -2 8 . S e c r e t a r y ,  W . L . 
C h a n d l e r ,  W o o l w o r t h  B u i l d i n g ,  N e w  Y o r k  
C i ty .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H a l l w a y  F u e l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
S e v e n t e e n t h  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t io n ,  H o t e l  
S h e r m a n ,  C h ic a g o ,  111., M a y  2 6 -2 9 . S e c r e 
t a r y ,  J .  B . H u t c h i n s o n ,  6 0 0 0  M i c h i g a n  
A v e . ,  C h ic a g o ,  111.

A m e r i c a n  W h o l e s a l e .  C o a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
N i n t h  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  F r e n c h  L i c k  
S p r i n g s  H o t e l ,  F r e n c h  L i c k ,  I n d . ,  J u n e  1 
a n d  2. S e c r e t a r y ,  G . H .  M e r r y w e a t h e r ,  
1 1 2 1  C h i c a g o  T e m p le  B ld g . ,  C h ic a g o ,  111.

I l l i n o i s  & W i s c o n s i n  K c t a l l  C o a l  D e a l e r s ’ 
A s s o c i a t i o n .  A n n u a l  m e e t i n g ,  J u n e  9 -1 1 , a t  
L a k e  D e l a v a n ,  W i s .  S e c r e t a r y ,  I .  L . 
R u n y a n ,  G r e a t  N o r t h e r n  B ld g . ,  C h ic a g o ,  111.

M i d - W e s t  l t e t a i l  C o a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  A n 
n u a l  m e e t i n g  a t  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  M o ., J u n e  
9 -1 0 , B a l t i m o r e  H o t e l .

P e n n s y l v a n i a  R e t a i l  C o a l  M e r c h a n t s ’ A s 
s o c i a t i o n .  A n n u a l  c o n v e n t io n ,  J u n e  11 a n d  
1 2 , H o t e l  B e t h l e h e m ,  B e t h l e h e m ,  P a .  S e c 
r e t a r y ,  W . M . B e r t o l e t ,  R e a d i n g ,  P a .

K c t a l l  C o a l  D e a l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T e x a s .  
A n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n  J u n e  15  a n d  16 a t  
H o u s t o n ,  T e x a s .  S e c r e t a r y ,  C . R .  G o ld m a n ,  
D a l l a s ,  T e x a s .

T h e  C o lo r a d o  a n d  N e w  M e x ic o  C o a l  
O p e r a t o r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n .  A n n u a l  m e e t i n g ,  
J u n e  17 , B o s to n  B u i l d in g ,  D e n v e r ,  C o lo .  
S e c r e t a r y .  F .  O . S a n d s t r o m ,  B o s t o n  B u i l d 
in g ,  D e n v e r ,  C o lo .

N a t i o n a l  C o a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  A n n u a l  m e e t 
in g ,  J u n e  1 7 -1 9 , E d g e w a t e r  B e a c h  H o te l ,  
C h ic a g o ,  111. E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  H a r r y  
L . G a n d y ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C-

W e s t  V i r g i n i a  C o a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  A n n u a l  
m e e t i n g ,  J u n e  1 7 -1 9 , a t  E d g e w a t e r  B e a c h  
H o te l ,  C h ic a g o ,  111. A s s i s t a n t  s e c r e t a r y .  
J a m e s  E .  H a r t ,  H u n t i n g t o n ,  W .  V a .

I l l i n o i s  M in in g  I n s t i t u t e .  A n n u a l  m e e t 
in g ,  J u n e  1 8 -2 0 , o n  b o a r d  b o a t  l e a v i n g  S t .  
L o u i s ,  M o . S e c r e t a r y ,  M a r t i n  B o l t ,  S p r i n g 
f ie ld , 111.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e .  
T h i r d  g e n e r a l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  B r u s s e l s ,  B e l 
g iu m ,  J u n e  2 1 -2 7 .

A m e r i c a n  S o c ie ty  f o r  T e s t i n g  M a t e r i a l s .  
T w e n t y - e i g h t h  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g ,  w e e k  o f  
J u n e  2 2 . C h a l f o n t e - H a d d o n  H a l l ,  A t l a n t i c  
C i ty ,  N .  J .  S e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r ,  C . L .  
W a r w lc k j  1 3 1 5  S p r u c e  S t . ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  P a .

A m e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E n 
g i n e e r s .  A n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  S a r a t o g a  
s p r i n g s ,  N .  Y . J u n e  2 2 -2 6 . S e c r e t a r y ,  F .  
L . H u t c h i n s o n ,  29  W e s t  3 9 th  S t . ,  N e w  Y o r k  
C i ty .

C h e m ic a l  E q u i p m e n t  E x p o s i t i o n .  J u n e  
2 2 -2 7 ,  P r o v i d e n c e ,  R .  I .  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
C h e m i c a l  E q u i p m e n t  M a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  1 3 2 8  
B r o a d w a y ,  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .

T w e l f t h  N a t i o n a l  F o r e i g n  T r a d e  C o n 
v e n t i o n ,  S e a t t l e  W a s h . ,  J u n e  2 4 -2 6 . C h a i r 
m a n ,  J a m e s  A . F a r r e l l ,  N a t i o n a l  F o r e i g n  
T r a d e  C o u n c i l ,  H a n o v e r  S q u a r e ,  N e w  Y o r k  
C i t y .

T e n t h  E x p o s i t i o n  o f  C h e m ic a l  I n d u s t r i e s ,  
S e p t .  2 8  t o  O c t .  3, a t  G r a n d  C e n t r a l  P a l a c e ,  
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .

F o u r t h  N a t i o n a l  E x p o s i t i o n  o f  P o w e r  a n d  
M e c h a n i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  N o v ,  30  to  D e c . 5 , 
a t  G r a n d  C e n t r a l  P a l a c e ,  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .

Extra Heavy for Hard W ork
It is generally recognized that min

ing and quarrying operations impose 
severe duty on power shovels. The 
hard digging there encountered and 
the necessity for reliable and continu
ous operation make the first cost of a 
machine intended for this service of 
secondary importance when compared 
with its upkeep and dependability. 
Realizing this the Bucyrus Co., of South 
Milwaukee, Wis., has designed a new 
shovel of 4 cu.yd. capacity and of full 
revolving type shown in the accom
panying illustration. This machine, it 
is claimed, combines the ruggedness, 
strength, power and speed of the rail
road shovel with the mobility and full- 
circle swing of the revolving type.

This shovel will be known as the 
120-B model. It is caterpillar mounted 
and may be driven either by steam  
or electricity. It has the strength, 
sturdiness and digging power hereto
fore procurable only in the railroad 
type of machine. Thus the boom is 
about the same length as that of a 
115-ton railroad machine, yet the shafts 
are so proportioned as to afford from  
30 to 50 per cent greater strength than 
has been hitherto incorporated • in 
shovels of conservative design.

Certain details of this machine rep
resent more or less radical departures 
from accepted practice. The base and 
revolving frame are integral steel cast
ings devoid of all structural shapes, 
rivets or bolts. Greater solidity is 
thus obtained than is afforded by the 
heavy front-end construction of the 
ordinary railroad shovel. Again, this 
is the largest shovel that has yet been 
mounted on caterpillars.

The steam-driven machine embodies 
stiil further refinements. These in
clude superheating equipment, a fire
brick arch in the furnace, 10 per cent 
larger grate area and 15 per cent more 
heating surface than are to be found

in the most powerful railroad shovels 
of comparable size. By these means 
the water and coal consumptions of 
this machine are reduced over those of 
the ordinary type by from 20 to 30 per 
cent.

This shovel has been developed to 
meet the growing demand for a quick- 
acting, full-revolving machine of large 
dipper capacity with greater strength, 
power and mobility than has hitherto 
been available, yet possessing clear
ances such as will enable it to operate 
in restricted spaces and narrow cuts. 
It is not intended for use where wide 
digging and dumping ranges are neces
sary. For this kind of work a long- 
reach stripping shovel should be em
ployed. _________________

Makes Welds Automatically
An automatic arc welding machine 

with which one operator and a helper 
ought to be able to do the work of four 
hand welders is now offered by the 
General Electric Co., after years of 
development and trial. The new outfit 
— a complete line is manufactured—is 
expected to find its principal applica
tion in the construction of such stand
ard products as tanks, boilers, cans, 
axle housings, and pipe, and also for 
repairing undercut shafts or axles and 
building up sharp flanges on car wheels. 
It is also recommended for repairing 
worn locomotive guide rods, axles and 
shafts. Its field of greatest usefulness 
will be in the manufacture of storage 
vessels where the static load is not 
greater than 10 lb. per square inch and 
where the thickness of the metal to be 
welded is not less than No. 16 gage.

Estim ates based on actual production, 
show that this automatic electric outfit 
not only increases speed of production 
but has other advantages as well. An 
overhead expense lower than that of 
gas welding can be calculated, excluding 
the item of labor. The use of push

For U se Where the D igging Is Hard
T h i s  s h o w s  o n e  o f  t h e  n e w  s h o v e l s  a c t u a t e d  b y  s t e a m .  T h e  e l e c t r i c  m a c h i n e  Is  s i m i 

l a r  i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  m o t iv e  p o w e r  e m p lo y e d .  G e n e r o u s  p r o p o r t i o n i n g  o f  
p a r t s  a n d  a  l i b e r a l  u s e  o f  s t e e l  c a s t i n g s  a d a p t  t h i s  m a c h i n e  t o  t h e  h e a v i e s t  k i n d  o f  
s e r v i c e ,  s u c h  a s  t e a r i n g  t h r o u g h  t o u g h  o v e r  b u r d e n  o r  d i g g i n g  s t r i p  c o a l  f r o m  t h e  s o l id .
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Speedy Automatic Welder
A  t r a v e l  c a r r i a g e ,  p n e u m a t i c  c l a m p s  a n d  

a  s w i n g i n g  a r m  m a k e  i t  e a s y  t o  d o  g o o d  
w o r k  q u i c k l y  w i t h  t h i s  o u t f i t .

Obituary

button control provides simplicity and 
ease in operation. Uniformity of fin
ished product and space saving by the 
reduction of the number of workers and 
quantity of stock on hand are also 
pointed out.

A complete outfit consists of an auto
matic welding head and control panel, 
travel carriage and clamping device. 
Where it is desired, in order to meet 
special circumstances in any plant, the 
travel carriage and other component 
parts of the equipment may be assem 
bled by the purchaser with his own de
vice for holding the work.

Fixed-Hammer Coal Cruslier 
Makes Few Fines

A need has long been fe lt for a 
crusher which in a single operation 
would reduce run-of-mine or lump coal 
to 2 in. and smaller without the produc
tion of an excessive amount of fines. 
Such a product is desirable for use 
in certain types of stokers, or as a 
preliminary process in the grinding of 
coal for consumption as pulverized fuel, 
or in the preparation of inferior coals 
where quick clean combustion is 
desired. The machine shown in the 
accompanying illustration was designed 
with this end in view.

This is a rigid-hammer machine 
recently placed on the market by the 
Jeffrey Mfg. Co., of Columbus, Ohio. 
Under test a 42 x  36-in. crusher of

Crusher With Breaker Plate Raised
T h e  f ix e d  h a m m e r s  r e a d i l y  m a y  b e  s e e n .  

E a c h  o f  t h e s e  h a m m e r s  h a s  s i x  w e a r i n g  
e d g e s  o r  c o r n e r s  w h i c h  m a y  s u c c e s s iv e l y  
b e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  l i f e  o f  a  
h a m m e r  Is  t h u s  r o u g h l y  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h a t  
o f  o n e  o f  t h e  s w l n g i n g - b a r  t y p e .

this kind, when treating 100 tons of 
coal per hour, consumed only i  hp. 
per ton at this capacity. The product 
made was of such size that 99 per cent 
passed through a 2-in. screen, 67 per 
cent passed a l-in . screen and only 11 
per cent went through a 20-mesh 
screen.

Adjustments that can be made on 
this crusher consist in alterations in 
the position of the breaker plate, 
changes in the spacing of screen bars 
and regulation of the crusher speed. 
These make it .possible, within obvious 
limits, to produce any desired size of 
crushed product. The design is heavy 
throughout and all wearing parts are 
readily renewable. The rotor consists 
of a heavy shaft carrying a series of 
steel disks. Between adjacent disks 
the crushing teeth are rigidly held by 
means of through rods. The heavy 
m anganese-steel teeth each have six  
wearing corners that may be brought 
into service successively by simply 
turning a fresh corner to the woi'k.

The lined breaker plate forming one 
side of the upper frame or hopper is 
hinged at its upper edge permitting 
ready access to the rotor. An adjust
ing screw regulates the space between 
this plate and the rotor teeth. The 
screen frame is made with a drop 
bottom controlled through weighted  
levers. This arrangement permits the 
release of overloads as well as the 
removal of tramp iron and other foreign  
material. The machine is driven 
through a flywheel type of belt pulley 
fastened to the shaft by means of a 
shearing pin, thus protecting the work
ing parts from damage should dan
gerous obstructions find their way into 
the machine.

Trade Literature
R e p u b l i c  P y r o m e t e r s .  R e p u b l i c  F l o w  

M e t e r s  C o ., C h ic a g o ,  111. P p .  5 6 ;  8 4 x 1 1  i n . ;  
i l l u s t r a t e d .  T h i s  c a t a l o g  s h o u ld  p r o v e  i n 
t e r e s t i n g  t o  t h o s e  I n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p r o b le m  o f  h e a t  m e a s u r e m e n t .

D o  Y o u  K n o w  H o w  T o o le  G e a r s  A r e  
M a d e ?  P o o le  E n g i n e e r i n g  & M a c h i n e  C o ., 
B a l t i m o r e ,  M d . F o u r - p a g e  f o l d e r  d e s c r i b 
i n g  a n d  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  P o o ie  m e t h o d  o f  
m a k i n g  m a c h i n e  m o l d e d  g e a r s .

I n d u s t r i a l  F a n s  a n d  B l o w e r s .  J e f f r e y  
M fg . C o ., C o lu m b u s ,  O h io .  C a t a l o g  N o . 3 7 0 . 
P p .  4 8 ;  7 1 x l 0 i  I n . ;  i l l u s t r a t e d ;  t a b l e s .

J o h n  W .  P e a l e ,  w h o  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t h i r t y -  
f iv e  y e a r s  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  a n t h r a c i t e  
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  P e a l e ,  P e a c o c k  &  K e r r ,  1 
B r o a d w a y ,  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ,  d i e d  M a y  7 a t  
h i s  t e m p o r a r y  r e s i d e n c e  in  t h e  H o t e l  N e w  
W e s t o n ,  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e  a n d  F o r t y - n i n t h  
S t r e e t ,  s o o n  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  f r o m  P o r t  
S e w e l l ,  F l a . ,  w h e r e  h e  h a d  s p e n t  t h e  w i n 
t e r  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y .  M r .  P e a l e ,  w h o  w a s  
64 y e a r s  o ld ,  h a d  b e e n  p r o m i n e n t l y  i d e n t i 
f ie d  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  a n t h r a c i t e  
r e g i o n .  H e  w a s  a  s o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  S . R . 
P e a l e  o f  L o c k  H a v e n ,  P a „  a n d  a  m e m b e r  
o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  1 8 8 5  a t  L e h i g h .  H e  l e f t  a  
w i f e ,  E l s i e  B a r r o w s  P e a l e ; a  s o n ,  W i l l i a m  
B a r r o w s  P e a l e ,  a n d  a  d a u g h t e r ,  M is s  
E l i z a b e t h  P e a l e .  F u n e r a l  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  
h e l d  a t  L o c k  H a v e n ,  P a . ,  M a y  9 a t  3 p . m .

J a m e s  L .  M c C lu r e ,  B u f f a l o ’s  o l d e s t  c o a l  
m a n ,  d i e d  s u d d e n l y  t h e r e  o n  M a y  2, f r o m  
a p o p l e x y ,  a g e d  81  y e a r s .  H e  w a s  b o r n  in  
C h u r c h i l l ,  O h io ,  a n d  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 6 5  b e 
g a n  t h e  h a n d l i n g  t h e r e  o f  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  
B r i a r  H i l l  C o a l ,  a n d  l a t e r  a t  C le v e l a n d ,  
w h e r e  h e  w a s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  M a r k  A . 
H a n n a  a n d  E v a n  N o r r i s .  M o s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  
w a s  s p e n t  i n  t h e  c o a l  b u s i n e s s .  I n  l a t e  
y e a r s  h e  w a s  s a l e s  a g e n t  f o r  t h e  M c C lu r g -  
H e l s d o n  C o a l  C o .. o f  B u f f a lo ,  o f  w h i c h  h i s  
s o n ,  W i l l i a m  F .  M c C lu r g ,  i s  s e n i o r  m e m b e r .  
A n o t h e r  s o n ,  J o h n  S . M c C lu r g ,  o f  S o u t h  
B e a c h ,  C o n n . ,  a n d  a  d a u g h t e r ,  M r s .  S a m u e l  
D a u g h e r t y  o f  B u f f a l o ,  s u r v i v e .

Association Activities
A  n u m b e r  o f  I l l i n o i s  c o a l  m e n  w e r e  

e l e c t e d  to  v a r i o u s  o f f ic e s  o f  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  
C o a l  C lu b  a t  t h e  r e c e n t  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  'M i s s o u r i  A t h l e t i c  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  A p r i l  2 1 . G e o r g e  H .  M a r t i n ,  
s a l e s  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  M o f f a t t  C o a l  C o ., w a s  
e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t ; P .  H .  G r e e n l a w ,  o f  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  C o a l ,  C o k e  &  M i n i n g  C o ., w a s  
e l e c t e d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ; J .  J .  H a r d i n g ,  o f  t h e  
M u l b e r r y  H i l l  C o a l  C o ., w a s  e l e c t e d  s e c o n d  
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  A . W . L o m is ,  o f  D o n k  
B r o s .  C o a l  C o ., a n d  F .  W .  H o w e l l ,  o f  B e l l  
&  Z o l l e r  C o a l  C o ., w e r e  e l e c t e d  a s  t w o  o f  
t h e  f iv e  d i r e c t o r s .

T h e  M e r r i m a c  V a l l e y  R e t a i l  C o a l  D e a l 
e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n  h e l d  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  a t  
t h e  M e r r i m a c k  V a l l e y  C o u n t r y  C lu b ,  M e r 
r i m a c ,  M a s s . ,  A p r i l  3 0 , w i t h  8 5  m e m b e r s  in  
a t t e n d a n c e .  P r e s i d e n t  W .  E .  A t k i n s o n  
c a l l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  to  o r d e r .  F o l l o w i n g  
l u n c h e o n  t h e r e  w e r e  a d d r e s s e s  b y  P e r r y  D . 
T h o m p s o n ,  t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  T h o r n d i k e  C o a l  
C o ., o f  L o w e l l ,  M a s s . ,  o n  " C o - o p e r a t i o n ”  ; b y  
E l i o t  F a r l e y ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  D ., L .  &  W . 
C o a l  C o ., o n  t h e  " N e w  S i z i n g  o f  C o a l”  ; b y  
T o m .  L .  L e w i s ,  f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  M in e  W o r k e r s ,  n o w  o w n e r  o f  t h e  
M in e r s ’ R e v i e w ,  o n  “ W h a t  W i l l  H a p p e n  in  
t h e  N e x t  F i v e  M o n t h s , ”  a n d  b y  W . A . C l a r k ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N e w  E n g l a n d  C o a l  D e a l e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  o n  t h e  n e w  s i z i n g  o f  c o a l  a n d  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  o f  u n i f o r m  m e s h  s c r e e n s  In  t h e  
r e t a i l  y a r d s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f f ic e r s  w e r e  
e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r :  P r e s i d e n t ,  
B y r o n  H .  S a r g e n t ,  o f  M e r r i m a c ,  M a s s . ; 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  H a r r y  B .  M u s k ,  o f  L a w 
r e n c e ,  M a s s . ; s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r ,  G u y  L . 
B e a n ,  o f  A m e s b u r y ,  M a s s . ; e x e c u t i v e  c o m 
m i t t e e ,  M e s s r s .  B o d w e l l ,  M a n c h e s t e r ,  N .  H . : 
T a g g e r t ,  N a s h u a ,  N .  H . ; H o r n e ,  L o w e l l ,  
M a s s . ; M c D o n a ld ,  L a w r e n c e ,  M a s s . ; B r o w n ,  
H a v e r h i l l ,  M a s s . : B o u l t e r .  K l t t e r y ,  M e ., 
a n d  D o u p h l n e t t ,  F r a n k l i n ,  N .  H .

New Companies
T h e  G . H .  V . C o a l  M in in s :  C o . w a s  I n 

c o r p o r a t e d  in  M u l b e r r y .  K a n . ,  a b o u t  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  A p r i l ,  w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  s t o c k  o f  
$10 ,0 0 0 .

T h e  J a c k s o n ,  H u n t e r  &  G o u ld  C o a l  C o . 
o f  M i s s o u r i ,  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  K a n s a s  
C i t y ,  M o .,  a b o u t  t h e  m i d d le  o f  A p r i l ,  w i t h  
a  c a p i t a l  s t o c k  o f  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 , a n d  w i t h  o f f ic e s  
in  t h e  P i o n e e r  T r u s t  B ld g . ,  b y  C . T .  B a l t b y ,
G . S . G o u ld  a n d  o t h e r s .

T h e  B l a c k  D i a m o n d  C o a l  C o ., C l a r i n d a ,  
I o w a ,  h a s  b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f o l 
l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s :  E .  D . M o r t i s ,  C l a r i n d a ,  
I o w a ,  p r e s i d e n t ; L .  V . H a r b o u r ,  C e n t e r v i l l e ,  
I o w a ,  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  a n d  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r ; 
S a m u e l  B a r r o n ,  C l a r i n d a ,  I o w a ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  
a n d  E a r l  R i c h a r d s o n ,  G r a v i t y ,  I o w a ,  t r e a s 
u r e r ,  w h o  w i t h  H .  E .  D a v i d s o n ,  C l a r i n d a .  
I o w a ,  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s .  T h e  
c a p i t a l  s t o c k  i s  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .


