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What Can the National Coal Association Do?

MANY W O NDER w hether any th ing  is gained by 
an association am ong coal men, yet men in 
nearly  every in d u stry  bind them selves together 

and find the  p ractice helpful. Some of our fo re fa th e rs  
questioned w hether th ey  desired  any U nited S tates. 
They said let th e  various com m onwealths come together 
to m eet an  em ergency, ju s t  as the  coal m en m et in 
the w ar when dangers assailed  the  industry . They 
proposed to  be sep a ra te  in  the  in terim . The question 
was settled . The s ta te s  of A m erica have become the 
U nited S ta tes. One cannot conceive conditions o ther­
wise. Secession would now be regarded  as crim inal 
and suicidal. Some day coal m en will wonder how any­
one could seriously  question th e  necessity  fo r un ity  in 
th e ir  counsels if  not unan im ity  in opinion and union 
in action.

The s ta tis tic a l w ork of th e  N ational Coal A ssocia­
tion if  conducted in a carefu l m anner should do much 
to p reven t undue development in  th e  industry . W hen 
the coal m en and th e  public learn  th e  fac ts  reg ard in g  
production costs and m ark e t prices th ey  will be able to 
see w h a t the profit in  th e  in d u stry  really  is, and we 
shall no t find so m any anxious to  en te r  th e  overcrowded 
ranks of producers. The public has only a small con­
ception of th e  m any item s en terin g  into the  production 
of coal and believes th a t  all the  m en in the  m ines are 
“m in ers” and th a t w ha t is paid them  is and should be 
the whole cost of producing coal.

* * *

D uring  th e  p ast week the  N ational Coal Association 
m et in its  n in th  annual convention and the p resen t 
issue is largely  devoted to its  proceedings. N ever has 
the A ssociation  produced m ore s tr ik in g  contribu tions 
to the  p rog ress of the  industry . E arly  m eetings were 
m arked by severe repression . The papers presented  
w ere feeble indeed com pared w ith  those of the recent 
m eeting, m any of w hich appear alm ost in full in the 
pages th a t  follow. Any one read ing  them , even if 
possessed by a complex ag a in s t the  industry , will 
realize th a t  the  operato rs m et w ith  the  in ten tion  of 
solving the  problem s th a t  confront them  and the  nation, 
w ith  a construc tive program , not perhaps definitely 
fo rm ulated  b u t in process of form ulation.

Few  organ izations have a complete program  covering 
all phases of development. T his nation  itself, as a 
whole, has no definite plans. A few  general principles 
govern us in the  d irec tion  of our dom estic and foreign  
re la tio n s ; b u t about m any m a tte rs  we are  still g reatly  
a t variance. Y et we, as a nation, have had not nine 
an n iv e rsa rie s  bu t over a hundred. No one has up to 
the p re sen t w ritte n  in plain unm istaken language a 
s ta tem en t of th e  princip les to which nationally  we

adhere, and if  they should be w ritten  they would lack 
much of m eeting the  m any complex s itua tions which 
we as a nation face. As the  A m erican people are 
divided and irreso lu te  about ce rta in  m atters , so we can­
not an tic ipate  perfec t unanim ity  am ong coal operators. 

* * *

B ut th e  N ational Coal Association a p a rt from  the  
form ulation  of policies has a definite reason fo r being. 
When operators learn  ju s t how much coal is going into 
a ce rta in  m arket and w hat the  price in th a t  m arket 
actually  is, a t  any moment, we will have few er no-bill 
cars and less d istress coal. W hen mine w orkers who 
m alinger, who will not work, who do not pay th e ir  bills 
or who do not pro tect th e ir  lives and limbs have th e ir  
records w rit plain we shall soon erad icate  them  from  
industry . A like exodus of w holesalers and re ta ile rs  
who will not pay th e ir  bills will occur when th e ir 
records also a re  known and tabulated .

Though w hat follows m ay not rep resen t the  purpose 
of the  A ssociation, the  coal operators, when th ey  m eet 
together, will absorb a sense of m u tuality . I t  m ay pay 
b e tte r  a t tim es to  produce coal a t a loss ra th e r  th an  to 
leave houses em pty and m ines d eterio ra ting , b u t a sense 
of so lidarity  will induce operators to  reg ard  th is  p rac­
tice as one harm fu l to th e  coal in d u stry  as a whole 
and to them selves also in p articu la r. They will also 
learn  th a t  large im m ediate gains b rin g  m isfo rtu n e  on 
the industry , adverse critic ism  and legislation, exces­
sive development and dem oralization, and a disposition 
eventually will be established to  correct these evils. 
T his a ttitu d e  of m ind will not establish  itse lf  im m e­
diately  nor uniform ly, b u t the sense of so lid a rity  will 
come in tim e, and th e  m en of the  in d u stry  will a t 
length come to have courtesy  ru les th a t  condemn alike 
excessive profit and unbrid led  com petition as being 
en tire ly  co n tra ry  to the  sp ir it  of th e  tim es.

* * *

The N ational Coal A ssociation is determ ined, w hile 
living s tric tly  w ith in  the  law, to  develop, and will 
eventually create, th e  r ig h t sp ir it. All operato rs who. 
w ish fo r the  in d u stry  a day w hen it  will serve itse lf  
and the nation  b e tte r  th an  in the  p ast should be found  
in its  ranks.

T hink a m inute. O ur in te re s t in the  success of th e  
U nited S ta tes exceeds our personal in te re s ts  in o u r 
own industry . I f  we did not have good governm ent, 
o rder and a p roper public sen tim en t in  th is  coun try  we 
would not have th e  basis fo r  even endurable existence. 
So w ith  the  coal business it  is profitable, p rogressive, 
hea lth fu l only if  we have taken  tim e, n o t only fo r  the  
pi opei hand ling  of our affairs, b u t th e  p roper d irec tion  
of the  corporate  business of the  whole in d u stry .
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National Coal Association Spends Three Days 
Formulating Plans for Coming Year

Staff C o rresp o n d en ce

EX PA N D IN G  SERV ICE to m eet the grow ing needs 
of the bitum inous industry  was demanded by the 
operators a t the  n in th  annual convention of the 

N ational Coal Association, held a t th e  D rake Hotel, 
Chicago, June 9-11. More s ta tis tica l inform ation, m oie 
m arketing  data, m ore scientific research, g rea te r 
co-operation w ith in  the industry , intensive study of ac­
cident prevention work were se t fo r th  as services in 
which th e  organized bitum inous trad e  should take the 
lead in  fu rn ish in g  its  members.

W hile attendance was exceeded by th a t  a t some of 
the  ea rlie r m eetings when w ar-tim e control made m em ­
bership  alm ost obligatory, the convention last week set 
a new record in genuine in te re st and enthusiasm  and in 
the  broad sweep of the  program  presented .for th e  con­
sideration  of the delegates present. The innovation of 
group m eetings to discuss pooled purchases and sales 
m ethods proved specially successful, 
and the  a tten tion  given to the safe ty  
movement made i t  certa in  th a t the 
N ational Coal Association as an 
organization will play a la rg e r p a rt 
in accident prevention work in the 
fu tu re .

The convention, in  a resolution 
adopted on the closing day, again  
w ent on record as unalterab ly  
opposed “to any federal legislation 
which singles out th e  coal industry  
fo r regulation .” A t the  sam e tim e, 
it  was m ade clear in  com m ittee re ­
ports and floor discussion th a t  the 
in dustry  proposed to  so enlarge 
its  s ta tis tica l ac tiv ities th a t  there 
would be no excuse fo r  compulsory 
fact-finding. C ontinuation of the 
sta tis tica l p rogram  undertaken  by 
the association w as specifically 
authorized in ano ther resolution.

W alter B arnum , p residen t of 
the  Pacific Coast Co., w ith  head­
q u arte rs  in New Y ork City, was elected p residen t of 
th e  association fo r the  ensuing year. I ra  Clemens, 
president, Clemens Coal Co., P ittsb u rg , K an.; Michael 
G allagher, general m anager, M. A. H anna Co., Cleve­
land, Ohio, and George B. H arring ton , president, 
Chicago, W ilm ington & F rank lin  Coal Co., w ere 
re-elected vice-presidents. E. C. M ahan, president, 
Southern  Coal & Coke Co., Knoxville, Tenn., was 
elected vice-president to  succeed Mr. B arnum . C. E. 
Bockus, p resident, Clinchfield Coal Corporation, New 
York, w as again  the  choice fo r trea su re r . H a rry  L. 
Gandy again  w as nam ed as executive secretary .

A t th e  opening of the  convention on June 9, the  fol­
low ing com m ittees w ere appointed:

N om inations and E lections: Otis M ouser, V irg in ia ,
c h a irm a n ; R. N. Sherwood, In d ia n a ; George Bausew ine, 
J r .,  W est V irg in ia ; George J. L. Wulff, M issouri, and T. 
W. G uthrie , Pennsylvania.

C reden tia ls: D. H. M orton, W est V irg in ia , ch a ir­

m an; J. C. Nelms, Ohio; Irv in  Johnson, K entucky, and 
W. L. A. Johnson, M issouri.

R esolutions: Louis C. M adeira, I I I ,  Pennsylvania,
chairm an; John  J . Lincoln, W est V irg in ia ; W arren  
Blauvelt, In d ian a ; C. F . R ichardson, K entucky; P . J. 
Quealy, W yom ing; George C. Eastw ood, M ichigan; E. 
C. M ahan, Tennessee; Lee Long, V irg in ia , and D. F. 
H urd, Ohio.

P residen t M. L. Gould, who had  yielded th e  ch a ir to  
Mr. M adeira, m ade h is address to th e  convention a 
strong  plea fo r increased m em bership. Those now 
in the  association, he said, co n stitu te  “a  splendid, loyal 
nucleus of forw ard-looking operato rs, who a re  co n trib ­
u ting  th e ir  support u n g rudg ing ly  to  hold th e  lines firm 
ag a in st the  know evils of d is in te g ra tio n  and  to  m ake 
steady advances of p ractical value.

“ In our W ashington offices we have a m ost com­
p eten t staff. I t  is needless fo r  me 
to  deliver any  eulogy of M r. Gandy. 
You know him , as I know him , fo r  
a m ost efficient executive, who, in 
th e  face of obstacles w ith  w hich we 
are  all too fam ilia r, has n o t only 
held th is  o rgan ization  to g e th e r dur- 
th e  p a s t th re e  years, b u t has con­
siderab ly  stren g th en ed  i t .”

The association, a sse rted  Mr. 
Gould, had a construc tion  p rog ram  
w hich was bound to  fu r th e r  the 
in te re s ts  of th e  in d u stry . B u t m ore 
o perato rs m u st sh a re  the  financial 
burdens of ca rry in g  ou t th a t  p ro ­
gram . As a p riv a te  in  th e  ranks, 
M r. Gould pledged h is  sup p o rt in 
a  m em bership  cam paign. “W hen 
com petito rs in  th is  business decide 
to  g e t to g e th e r and  to  d irec t th e ir  
efforts tow ard  increased  efficiency, 
such as w ill come th ro u g h  learn in g  
from  each o th e r and th ro u g h  w ide­
sp read  co-operative effort, th is  

in d u stry  will begin to  realize its  v ast possib ilities .” 
A t the  conclusion of h is address, M r. Gould w as given 

a unanim ous vote of th an k s by th e  delegates fo r  his 
labors in  th e ir  behalf d u rin g  h is te rm  of office.

The rep o rt of H a rry  L. Gandy, executive secretary , 
w as a brie.f review  of some of th e  m a jo r ac tiv ities  of 
the  p ast year. D iscussing th e  th re a ts  of regu la tion , he 
expressed the  belief th a t  tim e would m ake it  c lear th a t  
the  economic problem s of th e  in d u s try  could no t be 
solved by legislation  such as now proposed a t  W ash ing­
ton. Fact-finding, he pointed out, had  no t averted  coal 
crises in G reat B rita in . G overnm ent in te rv en tio n  in 
wage disputes had  not b ro u g h t in d u s tr ia l peace. “The 
record here and in E ng land  ju stifies  th e  s ta tem en t th a t  
the  advance recognition of an  in d u s tria l em ergency will 
b ring  the  em ergency. The se ttin g  up of a body political 
to w hich e ith er side m ay appeal w ill m ake p ractically  
ce rta in  th a t em ployers and employees can n o t ag ree .” 

Mr. Gandy acqu itted  th e  n a tio n al ad m in is tra tio n  of
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any desire to  in ju re  the  industry . “The sta tem en t of 
th e  S ecre tary  of Commerce before th e  House com m ittee 
and h is reply  to  questions indicated  a friend ly  attitude . 
We m ay d isagree  on ju s t  w h a t should or should not be 
done, b u t a t  th e  sam e tim e I g ra n t a s incerity  of purpose 
to  those w ith  whom we d isagree .”

The coal tra d e  is m aking slow, bu t certain , progress 
tow ard  b e tte r  m erchandising , reported  Mr. Gandy. 
S ta tis tica l ac tiv ities  of local associations a re  expand­
ing. “T h a t vo luntary  effort on the p a r t  o.f the industry , 
and th e  p rog ress th u s  f a r  gives prom ise th a t  it  will be 
successful, will elim inate the reason given by those who 
advocate s ta tis tica l ac tiv ity  on a com pulsory basis by 
the federa l governm ent.”

C. E . Bockus, tre a su re r , reported  th a t receipts fo r 
the year ended M arch 31, 1926, had to taled  $158,516 
and expenses, $160,309, leaving a deficit of $1,793, as 
com pared w ith  a deficit exceeding $23,000 a year ago. 
O u tstand ing  accounts receivable f a r  exceeded the liab il­
ities. “ I f  we can realize 10c. on the  dollar, our asso­
ciation  is solvent. I th in k  we can realize a t  least 50c.”

A lthough 138 association and individual m em bers had 
been added to  th e  rolls the past year, the  losses num er­
ically had  o u tru n  these  gains, according to the  repo rt 
of S. P em berton  H utchinson, chairm an of the  m em ­
b ersh ip  com m ittee. The increase in tonnage rep re­
sented, however, w as over 16,000,000 tons.

L ocal a n d  Gro up  A d v e r t isin g

Local and group ad v e rtis in g  was urged  by George B. 
H a rrin g to n , cha irm an  of the  com m ittee on publicity, 
who also repo rted  a m ore favorable a ttitu d e  tow ard  the 
in d u s try  on th e  p a r t  of the  daily press. T here has been 
little  ga in  in overseas business, said  th e  rep o rt of H. 
N. T aylor, ch a irm an  of the  com m ittee on fo reign  trade . 
A m erican  sh ipp ing  is handicapped by a rb itra ry  laws 
w hich inflate costs and  w ork ag a in s t the  export trade. 
I ra  Clemens, cha irm an  of th e  tra n sp o rta tio n  com m it­
tee, s ta ted  th a t  no m ajo r problem s had come before his 
g roup  th e  p a s t year.

“The p rice of p rog ress is re search ,” declared W alter 
B arnum , ch a irm an  of the  research  com m ittee. Those 
who will no t pay th e  p rice will fa ll by th e  wayside. 
U n til m em bersh ip  in the  N ational Coal A ssociation has 
been increased , how ever, th e  research  ac tiv ities  of th a t

organization  m ust be lim ited largely  to m issionary  work 
and co-operation w ith  engineering societies and others 
engaged in research  investigations.

The com m ittee is co-operating w ith  the A m erican 
In s titu te  of M ining and M etallurgical E ngineers and 
the  A m erican Society of M echanical E ng ineers in a 
consolidation of research activ ities in the m echaniza­
tion of mines. Contact has been established w ith  the  
M assachusetts In s titu te  of Technology th ro u g h  m em ­
bership  of th e  com m ittee of the In s titu te  which gives 
counsel reg ard in g  the g rad u ate  course in  fuel and gas 
engineering. The association also is financing a g rad u ­
ate research  fellowship in  the C arnegie In s titu te  of 
Technology.

“We are  proceeding in  a purposeful way as fa r  as 
our funds will perm it. The old saying, ‘knowledge is 
power,’ is true . We m ust equip the  ran k  and file of p ro ­
ducing and selling organizations so th a t  they  won’t  
be hopelessly handicapped by a lack of knowledge of 
th e ir  own goods and service. How can we m eet oil com­
petition , fo r example, w ithou t the  rank  and file of our 
industry , not ju s t the occasional expert, being th o r-

Louis C. M adeira  III  and H a rr y  L. G andy
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oughly a t home and fam ilia r w ith  combustion differ­
ences and steam  costs?”

The oil industry  considers a $500,000 fund fo r 
research  only a drop in the bucket. “To an industry  in 
g rea te r need of research than  is the oil in dustry ,” con­
cluded Mr. Barnum , “even half such a drop would be 
extrem ely helpful. I t  would be a humble, bu t a real, 
beginning.”

S eek  for M otor F uel

Coal as the  fu tu re  source of m otor fuel was the pic­
tu re  held up in a paper on “H un ting  fo r the Elem ents 
Produced by Low -Tem perature D istilla tion .” This 
paper, the work of R. L. Brown and R. B. Cooper, was 
presented by Mr. Cooper, who is the N ational Coal 
Association g raduate  research fellow a t  Carnegie. The 
basis of all m otor fuels, said the au thors, is carbon. 
W ith petroleum  reserves dim inishing, the commercial 
conversion of coal into m otor fuel cannot be long 
delayed.

The first general session ended w ith  a review of mine 
w ate r pollution of stream s by R ichard D. Leitch, asso­
ciate chemical engineer, U. S. B ureau of Mines, P i t ts ­
burgh, and the report of the credentials committee.

The g rea te r p a r t of the Thursday m orning session, 
presided over by E zra Van Horn, general m anager, 
Clarkson Coal M ining Co., was given over to a discus­
sion of accident-prevention work. This new departu re  
in the activ ities of the  convention, covered in  detail 
elsewhere in th is  issue of Coal Age, aroused such in te r­
est th a t  prosecution of fu r th e r  work along the same 
lines was authorized in a resolution adopted the next 
day.

The report of the committee- on nom inatio rr and elec­
tions, approved by the convention, nam ed the  following 
d is tr ic t d irec to rs : W alter Barnum , Pacific Coast Co.,
W ashington; C. E. Bockus, Clinchfield Coal Corporation, 
V irg in ia ; Ira  Clemens, Clemens Coal Co., K an sa s ; T. F. 
F arre ll, Pocahontas Fuel Co., W est V irg in ia ; David 
Ingle, A yrsh ire  Coal Co., Ind iana ; T. W. G uthrie, H ill­
m an C o a lp 'C o k e  Co., and L. C. M adeira, III , M adeira, 
Hill & Co., P ennsylvania; George B. H arring ton , Chi­
cago, W ilm ington & F rank lin  Coal Co., Illinois; H. 
Denman, P a ris  P u r ity  Coal Co., Oklahoma, A rkansas 
and T exas; C. W. Taylor, W. G. Duncan Coal Co., Ken­
tucky ; S. L. Yerkes, G rider Coal Sales Agency; A la­

bam a; H. N. Taylor, U. S. D is tr ib u tin g  C orporation, 
W yoming and M ontana; George C. Eastw ood, Consol­
idated Coal Co., M ichigan. W ith  th e  exception of 
M essrs. Ingle, Denman, C. W. T aylor and Eastw ood, 
the d irectors named had been chosen to  succeed th em ­
selves.

F o r d irectors a t large, th e  follow ing w ere elected: 
P. H. Penna, Ind iana B itum inous Coal O p era to rs’ A sso­
ciation, In d ian a ; W. H. C unningham , B urgess B ranch 
Coal Co., W est V irg in ia ; P . J . Quealy, Gunn-Q uealy 
Coal Co., W yom ing; Thom as DeVenny, W illiam son Coal 
O perators’ A ssociation, K entucky. M essrs. P enna, Cun­
ningham  and Quealy w ere elected to  succeed them selves.

V oluntary  s ta tis tica l ac tiv ities  upon th e  p a r t  of the 
in dustry  received th e  unqualified indorsem ent of the 
com m ittee on tra d e  in fo rm ation . Com pulsory rep o rtin g  
was as unqualifiedly condemned. “ As an  in d u s try ,” 
said C. E. Bockus, cha irm an , “we are  opposed to  any 
system  of com pulsory rep o rtin g  to a federa l agency, not 
because we desire to  have th e  fac ts  concealed, bu t 
because we believe th a t  such a move m ay well prove 
the  first step  in th e  d irection  of federa l reg u la tio n  of 
the  in d u stry .”

In  the  opinion of th e  com m ittee th e re  w ere m any 
lines of desirable s ta tis tica l ac tiv ity  w hich th e  in d u stry  
should undertake. The association, however, has been 
concen tra ting  on th e  prom otion of p a s t sales repo rts , 
w ith  the  idea th a t, as soon as those re p o rts  become 
general, the o rgan ization  will th en  seek to  fo s te r  o ther 
fac t com pilations.

T ax  a n d  Cost A c c o u n t in g

The m ajo r problem s to  w hich the  ta x  and cost- 
accounting com m ittee had devoted itse lf  d u rin g  the  
p ast year, said  R. C. Tway, cha irm an , in ad d ressin g  
the convention a t the closing session on F rid a y  m orning, 
Ju n e  11, w ere the  in te rp re ta tio n  of A rticle  224 of the 
incom e-tax regu la tions and changes in  th e  incom e-tax 
law of 1926. In  th is  the  com m ittee had  received th e  
assistance of W. B. Reed, fo rm er sec re ta ry  of the 
N ational Coal A ssociation, and now its  ta x  adviser. 
R outine w ork included the hand ling  of tax a tio n  ques­
tions re fe rred  to  the  com m ittee by ind iv idual m em bers 
and the  p repara tion , by M r. Reed, of sh o rt d igests of 
decisions and ru lings affecting federa l tax a tio n .

A rticle 224 is th e  regu la tion  î il  w hich d is trib u tio n
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is m ade between capita l charges and expense items. 
The association has taken the  position th a t  expendi­
tu res  to  m ain ta in  production should be trea ted  as 
expense item s and expenditures to increase production 
should be capitalized. E ffo rts to  m ain ta in  th a t  posi­
tion, however, have not been very successful. Each 
ru ling  prom ulgated has appeared m ore d rastic  th an  its 
predecessor. The m ost recent decisions, fo r example, 
have taken  ra ils  and lesser item s out of the  expense 
account and p u t them  in the  cap ita l account.

The association still is fighting to  secure acceptance 
of its  position. The question of in te rp re ta tio n  is now 
before th e  federal cou rts  in Beech Creek Coal Co. vs. 
Collector o f  In terna l Revenue. The association also is 
laboring  to  have the artic le  liberalized in the red ra ftin g  
of the  regu la tions m ade necessary by the new income- 
tax  law “to elim inate all reference to  m ajor and m inor 
item s of expense or to the probable du ra tion  of the 
life of th e  a rtic le  fo r which the expense was incurred. 
I t  would base the d istinction  absolutely and solely upon 
the question of the effect of the  expenditure upon ou t­
put or upon cost of production .”

Ca p it a l -S tock  T ax  I s P roperty L evy

D u rin g  the  consideration of the new tax  law by Con­
gress th e  association filed a b rie f opposing the  capital- 
stock tax , the  stam p tax  on orig inal issues of stock 
and th e  re troactive  fe a tu res  of section 204 of the  act 
of 1924. The capital-stock tax , the com m ittee em pha­
sized, had to  be paid  regard less of earn ings and was 
v irtu a lly  a p roperty  tax . “Though definite figures are  
not available as to  capital investm ent in the  bitum inous 
in d u stry  on w hich the tax  was based, yet a conservative 
estim ate  would be th a t the  repeal of the  capital-stock 
tax  law  saved the  b itum inous operators som ething 
between $2,000,000 and $3,000,000 annually .”

T rade  in fo rm ation , s tream  pollution, a th rea tened  
tra n s fe r  of sa fe ty  w ork to  the  B ureau of Labor S ta tis ­
tics, proposed m odifications of the Sherm an an ti- tru s t 
law  and the  cam paign fo r regulation  of the coal 
in d u stry  w ere the subjects discussed in th e  repo rt of 
the  governm ent-rela tions com m ittee presented by W. H. 
C unningham , chairm an. The com m ittee commended the 
revival of s ta tis tica l ac tiv ity  and indorsed the  recom ­

m endations of the trad e  inform ation  com m ittee fo r an 
expansion of th a t  work. W hile stream  pollution was a 
local, not a federal, m atter, so m any m ines a re  affected 
th a t  the organization  should keep in touch w ith  develop­
m ents to prevent in justice being done.

The com m ittee reported success in its  represen ta tions 
to Congress th a t  the proposal to  establish a division of 
labor safe ty  in the D epartm ent of Labor should exempt 
the m ining in dustry  and leave the safety  work under 
the control of the B ureau of Mines.

F acin g  A ll  I ssu e s  S quarely

Reviewing the drive fo r federal legislation on coal, 
Mr. Cunningham  declared th a t  “the association con­
ducted no lobby, it made no pussyfooting efforts. I t  
laced the issue squarely. I t  believed the industry  had 
nothing to hide. The effort ag a in st legislation was 
made w ithout apology; the record of the industry  was 
cited w ith  pride.

“The p resen t Congressional session is nearing  its  
end, and it  is the belief of m any who are  in touch 
w ith  the situ a tio n  th a t  there  will be no fu r th e r  activ ity  
fo r coal legislation before adjournm ent. The bills m en­
tioned (the  Copeland and P a rk e r  m easures) will go 
over to the  December session, w here efforts m ay again  
have to  be m ade on behalf of the industry .

“ In fact, gentlem en, th is  is a continuing effort fo r 
the  protection of the industry . T here is a p a r t  of our 
citizenry  constantly  striv in g  fo r increased governm ental 
activ ities. B itum inous operators m ust always be on 
the alert. They should stren g th en  th e ir  position by 
s treng then ing  th e ir  local associations and in tu rn  
streng then ing  th e ir  national association. F u rth e r, they  
should make it th e ir  business a t all tim es to  fully 
acquain t th e ir  fellow citizens— and th a t  includes m em ­
bers of Congress— w ith  the  fac t th a t  the  b itum inous 
industry  is fueling  th is  g rea t nation a t a lower cost 
th an  th a t  enjoyed by any o ther coal-consum ing public 
in the w orld.”

In the  discussion which followed the  read ing  of the  
report, C. F . R ichardson, W est K entucky Coal Co., 
urged m em bers to keep in touch w ith  the  national law ­
m akers. J . G. Bradley, Elk R iver Coal & Lum ber 
Co., declared th a t the coal in d u stry  did not w an t the

Melvin  Traylor H. B. L in dsay
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governm ent to deprive it of its  in itia tive  and to ta  e 
aw ay the  responsibility  the operators had tow ards th e ir  
stockholders and th e ir  employees. E. C. M ahan, South­
ern  Coal & Coke Co., said th a t  the efforts of the  
N ational Coal Association a t W ashington had prevented 
legislation and had placed the industry  in a more favo r­
able lig h t w ith  the public.

W h at  t h e  Coal I ndu stry  N eeds

The essentials required  fo r the  successful and inde­
pendent conduct of the bitum inous industry , as seen 
by Melvin A. Traylor, p resident of the F ir s t  N ational 
Bank, Chicago, and first vice-president of the A m erican 
B ankers’ Association, who addressed the convention on 
“The L aym an’s V iewpoint,” a re :

(1) Peace w ith in  the industry , m eaning thereby  free ­
dom from  labor troubles, and continuous operation w ith 
an  adequate supply of coal.

(2) C onstant striv ing  fo r m ore efficient salesm an­
ship and such b e tte r m arketing  conditions as will b ring  
f a ir  prices a t  all tim es— fa ir  prices to the operators, the 
m iners and the public.

(3) Provision fo r continuous fact-finding and pub­
lication of s ta tis tics  by the industry  itself.

The wisdom displayed in the coal industry , said  the 
banker, “seemingly has not kept pace w ith  its im por­
tance and its  extent. The h isto ry  of coal m in ing  is an 
account of a long series of quarrels between operators 
and employees, and the  blame has apparen tly  lain  w ith  
both parties  to  the quarrel.” In support of th is  con­
tention , Mr. T raylor traced  the union m ovem ent in 
G reat B rita in  and the grow th of the socialistic concep­
tion  among the mine w orkers there. On th is  side of 
the  w ater, he adm itted, socialism has been less ram pant, 
b u t labor disturbances have been too frequent.

“The public,” he m aintained, “should not be expected 
to  to lera te  periodic dislocation of our economic s tru c ­
tu re  sim ply because the various parties  in  an  in d u stry  
seem unable to compose th e ir  differences w ithou t a com­
plete cessation of work fo r some m onths.” Eleven per 
cent of the strikes in th is country have been in  the  coal 
industry . This record is exceeded only by th e  building 
trades, w ith  19J per cent, bu t these la tte r  s trik es  were 
less im portan t and involved fa r  few er men. S trikes 
a re  followed by investigations, bu t little  or no im prove­

m ent in the situation . “A re we going to  adm it the 
fa ilu re  of individual en te rp rise  and end w ith  n a tio n ali­
za tion?”

Unless the in d u stry  can dem onstra te  its  ab ility  to  
settle its  own affairs, w arned  M r. T ray lo r, governm ent 
control will be inevitable. F edera l superv ision  w as not 
the curse commonly pain ted , b u t i t  can cure no ills. 
I t  can m erely w atch th e  sym ptom s and  give th e  alarm  
if danger approaches. The ills of coal have been 
diagnosed w ith  care and precision. Overdevelopm ent, 
accentuated by the  w ar, is generally  recognized as the  
fundam ental cause of b itum inous in stab ility .

“ Inseparably  bound up w ith  th e  fa c to r of overdevel­
opment is the fac to r of labor re la tions. T h a t s trik es  
tend to  cause overdevelopm ent has been well understood, 
bu t i t  is quite as im p o rtan t to  u n d ers tan d  th a t  over­
development causes s trik es . C om petition betw een fields 
w ith  a fixed labor cost and o ther fields w ith  a flexible 
labor cost m akes the  in d u stry  fundam en tally  unstable 
and tends to  increase overdevelopm ent. H ence, a p e r­
m anent cure fo r overdevelopm ent m ust provide some­
th ing  like u n ifo rm ity  of labor s tan d ard s .

“ In a broad sense it  is economically unsound th a t  one- 
half of the in d u stry  should be governed by a fixed and 
the  o ther half by a flexible labor cost. A rig id  wage 
ra te  spread uniform ly  over a w ide te r r i to ry  w here 
w orking conditions and liv ing costs v a ry  m ateria lly  is 
also illogical. The ideal w age con tract, flexible to  the  
point of ad ju stin g  ea rn ings to  various w ork ing  condi­
tions and to  th e  changes in  liv ing costs and  profits in 
the  industry , is no t in  s ig h t fo r  th e  im m ediate fu tu re , 
bu t we m ay expect a g radual im provem ent in  th e  m utual 
understand ing  by em ployers and employees of each 
o ther’s problem s and needs, from  w hich im proved re la­
tions betw een them , con tractual and o therw ise, will 
na tu ra lly  ensue.”

T his development of b e tte r  labor re la tions, con­
tinued  M r. T raylor, m ust be le ft to  the  in d u s try  itself. 
“The governm ent can do no m ore th a n  enforce the  law 
and pro tect both  sides in  th e  exercise of th e ir  rig h ts  
as citizens so th a t  th e  issues can be settled  by peaceful 
m eans and not by force. T his calls fo r th e  s u p p r e ­
sion of lawlessness, both  in  union com m unities like 
H errin  and in the  non-union m ountains of W est V ir­
g in ia  and Kentucky. The public should in s is t th a t  the
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collective b arg a in in g  question should be decided in  each 
d is tr ic t on its  m erits  by th e  employers and the  men 
who w ork in  the  m ines, and should condemn any reso rt 
to  violence by e ith e r p a r ty .”

E lim ination  of high-cost operations is the  obvious 
rem edy fo r th e  p resen t unstable conditions. I t  had 
been hoped to  accomplish th is  by th e  long-term  Jack­
sonville agreem ent, bu t th is  hope was blasted by the  
com petition of non-union m ines. The law  of supply and 
dem and has been w orking ag a in s t the  union fields. 
“The penalty  has, in  m any cases, fallen upon operations 
not basically  uneconomical, b u t placed in  th a t category 
by a s itu a tio n  w hich imposed on them  a h ig h er cost of 
production th an  prevailed in  com petitive fields in non­
union te r r ito ry .”

L arg e r u n its  of production  were recommended as one 
of th e  steps in th e  u ltim ate  solution of the  problem. 
“G radually  we are  beginning  to  realize th a t  under mod­
e rn  conditions large  corporations offer the  only m eans 
of hand ling  ce rta in  of our in d u stries  effectively and 
economically. U nder unified control of financial and 
physical operations it  would be possible to  accomplish 
m ore effectively the  economies inheren t in  co-operative 
m arke ting  associations. The elim ination of unnecessary 
costs in  d is trib u tio n , im provem ents in  m ethods and 
s tan d a rd s  of quality , bu ild ing up w ider m arkets, a d ju s t­
m ents of p roduction to fluctuations in  demand, and 
the  d isappearance of surp lus m ines and w orkers a re  
possib ilities w hich can m ost effectively be realized 
u nder consolidations of ow nership. The first practical 
step  in  prom oting  the  p lan is to im press the  idea upon 
operato rs, financial in te re sts  and th e  public.”

S t u m b l e  A l o n g  A f t e r  G r e a t  B r i t a i n

In  th e  closing m inu tes of the  session, R etiring  P re s i­
dent Gould conducted h is successor to the  chair am id 
applause. M r. B arnum  declared th a t he saw th ree  m a­
jo r  problem s confron ting  th e  association— governm ent 
re la tions, research  and m em bership. “Unless we are 
ca re fu l,” he said, “we m ay find to  our dism ay th a t 
G reat B rita in  has w ritten  the' h is to ry  of our coal in ­
d u stry  in  advance.”

T u rn in g  to  research  he sta ted  th a t  if  the gas com­
panies could m ark e t th e ir  p roduct a t  50c. per 1,000 
cu .ft., fuel-oil com petition would be elim inated. The 
d isp a rity  betw een sum m er and w in te r loads a t th is  
tim e preven ts  th is  and holds back th e  cam paign 
fo r dom estic h ea tin g  business. The gas in terests , how­
ever, a re  try in g  to  find new sum m er m arkets or m ethods 
of s to rin g  gas in sum m er fo r w in te r use. The accom­
plishm ent of e ith e r of these ends m eans a broader 
m ark e t fo r  coal.

A no ther possib ility  is th e  developm ent of an au to ­
m atic  s to k er fo r  dom estic fu rnaces. E xperim ents a re  
being  m ade w ith  equipm ent to  c a rry  a hopper charge 
of 500 to  1,000 lb. of coal and to  be electrically con­
tro lled . One te s t w ith  h igh-ash , low B.t.u. coal had 
given 7 lb. of steam  p er pound of coal. The perfec ting  
of such equipm ent also would p u t fuel oil a t a d isad­
van tage . W ith  these possib ilities in m ind, P resid en t 
B arn u m  fe lt  th a t  th e  day w hen increased  coal consum p­
tion  w ould offset th e  deductions due to  increased effi­
ciency w as no t so f a r  d is tan t.

T he reso lu tion  of th e  N ational R etail Coal M er­
c h a n ts ’ A ssociation  fo r  co-operation in w ork ing  out and 
u sin g  a slogan to  ad v ertise  th e  use of coal w as read  
and  re fe rre d  to  th e  publicity  com m ittee.

A s s o c i a t i o n  S h o w s  A c t i v e  

I n t e r e s t  i n  S a f e t y

Records of Employees Essential to 
Keep Compensation Rates at Mini­
mum—Problems of the Convalescent

Staff C o rresp o n d en ce

CO M PLETE E L IM IN A T IO N  or all preventable acci­
dents was the goal set fo r the coal m ining industry  

a t  the safe ty  conference held a t the D rake Hotel, Chi­
cago, June 10, as p a r t  of th e  program  of the n in th  
annual convention of the N ational Coal Association. 
There was general agreem ent among the coal m en p res­
en t th a t  education of the w orkers was the m ost neces­
sary  step  in accom plishing th is  result. This educational 
cam paign, it  was felt, could be made m ost effective if  
p u t upon a com petitive basis. More complete records 
on the  accident h isto ry  of individual employees and 
m ore in tensive studies of accident curves plotted from  
m ine records also were urged  as aids in reducing the  
num ber of accidents.

M a n  t h e  B i g g e s t  o f  O u r  H a z a r d s

The hum an element is the  b iggest fac to r in  accident- 
prevention work, declared P h il H. Penna, chairm an of 
the  com m ittee on safety , in opening the  discussion. 
“Recklessness is a typical Am erican charac te ris tic . I t  
is not only in th e  coal-m ining in d u stry  th a t deaths in 
the U nited S ta tes a re  a t a h igher ra te  th an  in E uropean  
countries. The same th in g  is tru e  of practically  all 
occupations and is to be accounted fo r to  a considerable 
ex ten t by the un fo rtu n a te  readiness of A m erican w ork­
men to  take chances.

“ In  m any in d u stries  the  individual pays the  penalty  
of h is own heedlessness. In  our industry , on th e  o ther 
hand, only too frequently  the carelessness of one causes 
the  in ju ry  of o thers, as well as the destruction  of p rop­
e rty  and loss of tim e to the  operator. Y our com m ittee 
believes th a t  it  cannot pu t too much em phasis on the  
im portance of tra in in g  the  individual in safe ty -firs t 
knowledge and habits. I t  believes th a t  money expended 
in  prom oting proper carefulness on the  p a r t  of m ine 
employees will be re tu rn ed  m anyfold to  the  operato rs 
in cu rrin g  it .”

Mr. P enna cited the rap id  increase in th e  num ber of 
chap ters of the  Joseph A. Holmes S afe ty  A ssociation 
as proof th a t  in te re st in the  safe ty  m ovem ent is grow ­
ing. The association a t its  las t annual m eeting  divorced 
itse lf from  all legal control and responsib ility  fo r  th e  
local chapters, which now are  m em bers of an  un incor­
porated  society known as the  Holmes S afe ty  A ssociation. 
The p a ren t body continues as a national incorporated  
organization.

How one com pany by reorgan izing  its  sa fe ty  w ork 
was able to  reduce its  accident ra te  per 1,000 m an-days 
from  1.33 to  0.71 per cen t in  less th a n  th re e  years 
was explained to the convention by J . W illiam  W etter, 
general m anager of th e  b itum inous operations of M a­
deira, Hill & Co.

Com petition is th e  keynote of th e  accident-prevention  
cam paign undertaken  by p roducers in  the  S ou theast, 
according to  R. E. Howe, sec retary , S ou thern  A ppa­
lachian Coal O perato rs’ A ssociation, who addressed  th e  
convention on “ One W ay to In te re s t Em ployees in 
S afety  W ork.” H is o rgan ization  has form ed a sub-
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sid iary  body known as the Southern  Appalachian Effi­
ciency A ssociation to which superin tendents, m ine 
forem en, sa fe ty  inspectors, fire bosses, electricians and 
o ther key m en belong.

Accident prevention, of course, is the m ost certa in  
m ethod of keeping the cost of com pensation insurance 
to  the  m inim um , sta ted  J. T. Rupli, superin tenden t of 
the  com pensation departm ent of the  Chicago, W ilm ing­
ton & F ran k lin  Coal Co. W ithout m inim izing the im ­
portance of preventive work, however, i t  was the 
speakers opinion th a t the  in d u stry  had not given enough 
a tten tio n  to the efficient handling  of the  accident s itu a ­
tion a f te r  the accident has occurred. One g rea t d raw ­
back to  th is  consideration has been the “com pensation 
complex.” O perators have trea ted  com pensation claims 
as a m a tte r  of insurance instead  of as an  operating  
problem, despite the fac t th a t  insurance ra te s  are  based 
upon the  physical and m oral hazards of the  in d u stry  
and its  accident experience.

As the  first step  in reducing com pensation costs a f te r  
accidents, Mr. Rupli recommended the  estab lishm ent of 
com pensation or personnel bureaus to  m ain ta in  personal 
contact w ith  in ju red  employees and function  as a con­
necting  link between the  operating  departm ent and the 
insurance agency. A nother necessary step  is to  employ 
only m en physically fit fo r the jobs to  which they  m ay 
be assigned. A dm in istra tion  of first-aid  by specially 
tra in ed  men is essential. Inexpert first-a id  trea tm en t 
in  m any cases does m ore harm  th an  good and m ay 
ag g rav a te  th e  in ju ry .

R eport B efore A ggravation or I n fe c t io n

E very  in ju red  m an should be requ ired  to  rep o rt to  
the  com pany surgeon or doctor fo r  exam ination a t the 
ea rlies t p ractical m om ent. Such a requ irem ent sa fe ­
g u ard s all p a rtie s  of in te rest. The in ju red  m an receives 
p roper trea tm en t, th e  em ployer receives the  necessary 
s ta tis tica l and medical data, and m alingering  and 
frau d u len t claim s are  effectively discouraged. The p e r­
sonal contact m ain ta ined  w ith  the  in ju red  by th e  com­
pensation  bureau  likew ise reduces th e  num ber of u n ­
necessary  claim s and also im presses the  employee w ith  
a sense of com pany in te re st in h is w elfare. W orking 
o f the  “com pensation complex” under such conditions is 
im possible.

W hen th e  in ju red  m an is ready  to  re tu rn  to work, 
th e  decision w h e th er he is able to  resum e his fo rm er 
task s  or should be given lig h te r  du ties should re s t w ith

someone com petent to  pass judgm ent. Mine bosses as 
a rule, said  Mr. Rupli, a re  inclined to  ac t upon th e  
theory  th a t the m an’s d ischarge from  medical care is 
proof th a t he is ready  to  tak e  h is old job. A t o ther 
tim es, they  will encourage exaggera ted  claim s by g iving 
the re tu rn ed  w orker a lig h te r task .

E very  accident, however, triv ia l, should be reported . 
N eglect of sligh t in ju rie s  som etim es leads to serious 
perm anen t d isabilities. Such rep o rts  will fu rn ish  data  
fo r a s ta tis tica l study of accident curves w hich m ay be 
com pared w ith  sim ilar da ta  from  o ther m ines. This 
com parative study will give the groundw ork fo r fu r th e r  
investigation  of accident-prevention m ethods. These 
studies should be m ade by m ine safe ty  com m ittees con­
sis tin g  of the operating  executive, m ine superin tenden t, 
bosses, safe ty  inspector and m anager of the  com pensa­
tion  bureau.

“And when I say safe ty  inspector,” M r. Rupli de­
clared, “ I do not m ean the old practical m iner who has 
seen his best days a t the face or the  technical engineer 
fresh  from  college, bu t one who has had sufficient tech ­
nical and practical experience to  give him  the  balance 
of discretion. Such safe ty  inspector should rep o rt 
d irect to the executive m anagem ent.” H is duties should 
include “periodical inspections of the m ine p roperties  
w ith  the view of checking unsafe and dangerous m in ing  
p ractices and violation of m in ing  law and company 
rules from  the standpo in t of accident p reven tion .”

The H arlan  County Coal O p era to rs’ A ssociation, W. 
A. Ellison, p residen t of th a t  association, told th e  con­
vention, has installed  a system  of cen tralized  rep o rts  
to show the  location of any employee and h is cred it 
s tand ing  w ith fo rm er employees and a complete record  
of accidents.

D oes R ate of P ay  A ffect  A c c id e n t s ?

Mr. Ellison criticized the  insurance com panies fo r 
th e ir  vary ing  ra tes. Some companies, he said; a re  w ith ­
draw ing  from  the  m in ing  fields and re fu se  to  renew  
exp iring  policies. R atings a re  no t alw ays based on 
perform ance. He knew of cases w here a  m ine w ith  
a low accident ra te  had been penalized and one w ith  a 
high accident ra te  had had its  p rem ium s reduced. The 
N ational Coal A ssociation, he though t, should look into 
the question of ra tin g s  so th a t  safe m ines m ig h t receive 
the p roper consideration.

J. G. B radley, E lk R iver Coal & Lum ber Co., Dundon, 
W. Va., and Tom L. Lewis, New R iver Coal O p era to rs’ 
A ssociation, C harleston, W. Va., took sharp  issue w ith  
the sta tem en t of one speaker who claim ed th a t  high 
ra te s  of pay d iscouraged accidents. M r. Lew is asse rted  
th a t  w ages had no th ing  to do w ith  the  question. E. C. 
M ahan, S outhern  Coal & Coke Co., Knoxville, Tenn., 
indorsing  w hat Mr. Ellison had said  upon th e  a ttitu d e  
of the  insurance com panies, declared th a t  m any oper­
a to rs  w ere being  forced to  c a rry  th e ir  own insurance. 
One company, tak in g  its chances under its  common-law 
liabilities, had cu t its com pensation costs $30,000 in 
n ineteen  m onths. Undue lib e ra lity  on th e  p a r t  of 
insurance com panies in  pay ing  claim s had caused in ­
creased ra tes .

The session closed w ith  th e  firs t show ing of “The 
S to ry  of a Rock-D usted M ine,” a film produced under 
the d irection  of th e  U. S. B ureau  of M ines in co­
operation  w ith  the  Chicago, W ilm ington & F ran k lin  
Coal Co. M ost of the  scenes had  been tak en  u n d er­
g round a t New O rient. A few  sequences p ic tu red  some 
of the  experim ental explosions a t B ruceton.

A G E  V ol. 29, N o . 24

Phil H. Penna
S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r  
o f  I n d i a n a  C o a l  
O p e r a t o r s  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n  a n d  C h a i r m a n  
o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
o n  S a f e t y .
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By Pooling Purchases of Mine and Store Supplies 
Operators Hope to Reduce Expenditures

S tan d ard ization  M akes P o o lin g  E a sy — B itu m in ou s In d u stry  
S p en ds 157 M illion  D ollars A n n u a lly  for M ine M ain ten an ce S u p ­
p lie s— C o-operative B u y in g  M akes S m aller  S to ck s P erm issib le

S taff C o rresp o n d en ce

T H E BUYING PO W ER of the bitum inous indus­
try  and how it m ay be m arshalled effectively to 
reduce costs th ro u g h  pooled purchases, was the 

them e of a group m eeting of operato rs’ purchasing  
agen ts held a t the  D rake Hotel, Chicago, June 9, as p a r t 
of the  p rogram  of the  n in th  annual convention of the 
N ational Coal A ssociation. A t th is  m eeting, the 
m ethods by which the  operators in one field— the New 
R iver d is tr ic t of W est V irg in ia— were substan tia lly  
reducing the  cost prices on m erchandise purchased fo r 
resale in  com pany stores w ere explained. This develop­
m ent still is in its  infancy, b u t those p artic ip a tin g  in  it 
already  a re  study ing  how the movement can be extended 
to take  in  some of the m ine supplies fo r which the 
b itum inous in d u stry  spends over $157,000,000 per year.

John  C. D insm ore, a ss is tan t p ro­
fessor, com m ercial organizations, 
and p u rchasing  agen t fo r the  U ni­
v ers ity  of Chicago, opened the 
p resen ta tion  w ith  a discussion of 
the  general princip les of pool 
buying. W alte r M uir, purchasing  
agent, R aleigh Coal & Coke Co., and 
cha irm an  of th e  purchasing  agents 
division of th e  New R iver Coal 
O perato rs’ A ssociation, followed 
w ith  a rec ita l of w hat was being 
accom plished in h is d is tr ic t in 
group buy ing  of m erchandise fo r 
com pany stores. Allan H. W illett, 
d irector, B ureau  of Coal Economics,
N ational Coal Association, b rough t 
the  discussion to  a close w ith  a re ­
view of th e  buy ing  pow er of the  in ­
d u s try  and a consideration  of some 
of the problem s to  be m et in pooled 
purchases of m ine supplies. M. L.
Garvey, p residen t, New R iver Coal 
O perato rs’ A ssociation, presided.

The A m erican plan of d is trib u tio n , said  P ro f. D ins­
more, is b u ilt up around  the  fa c t th a t  la rg e r volumes 
m ake it  possible fo r the  fac to ry  to  operate m ore eco­
nom ically and  fo r the  d is tr ib u to r  to  reduce h is u n it 
costs. “The problem  of the  pool buyer is to  secure the 
co-operation of th e  ind ividual m em bers of a ce rta in  
g roup  in  o rd e r th a t  th e ir  jo in t o rder m ig h t be large 
enough to  w a rra n t th e  lower p rice .” W hen an a ttem pt 
is m ade to  secure th is  co-operation, the  pool buyer im ­
m ediately  discovers a w ide v a ria tio n  in  th e  stan d ard s 
used by the  ind iv idual m em bers. T his m eans th a t  th ere  
m ust be a ca refu l ana lysis and com parison of ex isting  
s tan d a rd s  and  general ag reem en t upon new ones.

W ith  som eth ing  approach ing  s tan d ard iza tio n  in speci­
fications, cost v a ria tio n s  quickly challenge a tten tio n  and 
the way is opened fo r a cam paign fo r u n ifo rm ity  in 
prices. V a ria tio n s  on identical com m odities, sa id  P ro f. 
D insm ore, have ranged  from  10 to  3,000 per cen^. “ It

is evident th a t  the  m ere act of ro u tin g  the  orders fo r 
any group of individuals th rough  one cen tral office m ust 
autom atically  call a tten tio n  to so m any price varia tions 
on identical com m odities th a t  big  savings would re su lt.” 

R eciting the  savings effected by pooling purchases 
fo r  small colleges, social agencies, un iversities  and 
building m anagers’ associations, P ro f. D insm ore fe lt 
th a t  the  experiences of these groups made it “safe to 
conclude th a t any group of purchasing  officers who will 
co-operate can th ro u g h  th e ir  jo in t purchasing  power re ­
duce the  average u n it costs of supplies 10 per cent. 
Pool buying, to be effective, m ust go hand in  hand 
w ith  a study  of the re la tive effectiveness of the  various 
commodities offered, and these stud ies should resu lt in  
fu r th e r  reducing m ateria l costs. These savings from  

both sources som etim es cut u n it 
costs in half. The d irec t financial 
re tu rn s  on these stud ies and these 
pools should never be less th an  fo u r 
tim es th e  expense, and they  f r e ­
quently ru n  h igher. Pool buying, 
skillfully  directed, should som e­
tim es m ean ju s t the  difference be­
tw een w ritin g  the  re su lt of the  
y ea r’s business in black ink instead  
of red .”

The principle underly ing  th e  a s ­
sociated purchasing  plan of the  
New R iver producers, said  M r. 
M uir, “ is the  application of the 
power of concentrated  effort as d is­
tingu ished  from  individual effort.” 
Q uan tity  buying  m eans lower u n it 
prices and, in  m any cases, carload, 
instead  of th e  h ig h er less-than-car- 
load fre ig h t ra te s . So pleased are  the  
com panies w ith  resu lts  a lready  a t ­
ta ined  th a t  “ it is our in ten tio n  to  
g radually  w ork th is  up to  a po in t 

w here we will be buying  a large  volume of our m er­
chandise in pooled cars, w hich will m ake a trem endous 
saving a t the  end of the  y ea r.”

D r. W illett ca rried  th e  discussion a step  fu r th e r  by 
p resen ting  some of the  problem s to  be m et if  the  plan 
is extended to take in purchases of m ine supplies. P sy ­
chological draw backs to  such an extension a re  in e rtia  
and the u ltra-com petitive conditions u nder w hich the  
bitum inous in d u stry  is operated. “Of th e  p rac tica l ob­
stacles in th e  w ay of th e  success of co-operative buying , 
the m ost serious is due to  th e  la rg e  num ber of styles, 
sizes and shapes of some of the  common k inds of m ine 
supplies. The com panies en te rin g  into the  co-operative 
purchasing  of m ine supplies will benefit m ost in th e  
purchase of those m a te ria ls  w hich a re  w idely used in 
s tan d ard  form s. The final re su lt of th e  p re sen t ac tive 
in te re st in s tan d ard iza tio n  will be to  w iden th e  p ro fit­
able field of cpo ia tion  of co-operative b u y in g .”
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supplies. Most of the  d isbursem ents fo r w ages and 
salaries are in  tu rn  expended by th e  recip ien ts fo r  the 
necessaries and the luxuries of life. In  o th er w ords, the 
bitum inous in d u stry  as a whole has a com bined buying 
power in excess of $1,000,000,000 p e r annum  and any­
th ing  th a t affects th a t  buying  pow er unfavorab ly  m ust 
necessarily have like reaction  upon general business.

In  addition to these d irec t d isbursem ents, the  b itu ­
m inous in d u stry  also con tribu tes several hundred  m il­
lions of dollars (estim ated  a t  $856,242,000 in 1923) to 
the ra ilroads fo r tran sp o rta tio n . A t th e  sam e tim e the 
industry  is fu rn ish in g  the  c a rr ie rs  m illions of tons of 
coal (126,340,181 tons in 1924) a t declining prices. The 
average cost of ra ilro ad  fuel, including fre ig h t, has 
dropped from  $4.10 per ton  in 1921 to  $2.62 fo r the 
first two m onths of 1926— a decline of $1.48, or 36 per 
cent. A nother large  item  not included in  th e  estim ate 
of the buying power of the  in d u stry  is th e  expenditures 
fo r new equipm ent and replacem ents charged  to  the 
capital account.

M aintenance of a common store of surplus m ine sup­
plies, however, is no t necessarily  an  exclusive com­
plem ent of co-operative buying. B u t such common 
stores a re  necessary  if the full benefits of co-operative 
buying  are  to be realized. T here are, of course, obvious

lim itations to the 
profitable appli­
cation of the 
common s t o r e .  
W h e r e  m ines 
w ere widely sc a t­
tered , h igh  d is­
tr ib u tio n  costs 
m igh t easily neg­
ative th e  gains 
m ade in pooled 
buying. “An es­
sential condition 
of the  successful 
operation of the 
plan,” said  Dr. 
W illett, “would 
be a group of 
m ines located so 
n ea r one ano ther 
th a t  s u p p l i e s  
could be d is tr ib ­
uted am ong them  
from  a common 

cen ter a t  com paratively sligh t expense.”
In  the opinion of the speaker, the  gains from  co-oper­

ative buying w ere so p a ten t th a t  th ey  requ ired  no 
detailed consideration. Occasionally individual com­
panies a ttem p t to  obtain  these benefits by purchasing  
large  q u an titie s  of m ateria l in advance. In  those cases, 
however, these gains a re  dim inished by losses “th a t  a re  
alm ost su re to  occur” from  deterio ra tion  or d isappear­
ance of m ateria ls  between the tim e of purchase and the 
tim e of u tilization . One large operato r had estim ated  
th a t the  cost of cary ing  excess stores and supplies ap­
proxim ated 3 per cent p e r m onth. T his cost, equal to 
$360 per annum  fo r every $1,000 invested in supplies 
not needed in the  near fu tu re , included in te re st, de­
te rio ra tio n  and disappearance.

“I t  is precisely in the  m inim izing of such losses,” 
continued D r. W illett, “th a t th ere  is to be found the 
ch ief advantage of th e  m aintenance of a common stock 
of m ine supplies. The ga in  from  co-operative buying  is 
positive and is realized th ro u g h  lower prices. The gain  
from  a common stock of supplies is negative, and con­
s is ts  in avoiding th e  loss and expense involved in  m ain ­
ta in in g  large individual stocks. I t  is obvious th a t  a 
dozen or tw en ty  or fifty  m ines d raw ing  supplies from  
a common w arehouse could safely  m ain ta in  a m uch 
sm aller stock th an  the ag g reg ate  of the individual stocks 
of all m ines if  each provided fo r  its  own possible needs. 
T his reduction  in stocks would m ean a sm aller invest­
m ent and lower in te re st charges, reduced cost of sto rage 
and supervison, and less loss and de terio ra tion  of the 
m ate ria ls  them selves. And even w here the  m ain tenance 
of a common sto re  of supplies is im practicable because 
m ines a re  too w idely scattered , or fo r  any  o ther reason, 
co-operative buy ing  is en tire ly  feasib le and p ractical.” 

The average annual rea liza tion  a t th e  m ines on 
b itum inous coal produced in  th e  p as t th re e  years has 
been $1,207,727,000. D r. W illett estim ated  th a t  $905,- 
795,250 of th is  am ount is d is trib u ted  as sa laries and 
w ages and $157,004,510 is expended fo r m ateria ls  and

No D a t a  o n  S t o r e  a n d  I m p r o v e m e n t  P u r c h a s e s

T here also m ust be considered the  expend itu res to 
supply employees w ith  the  necessaries and com forts of 
life, including com pany-store purchases, expenditures 
fo r tow n im provem ents and th e  m ain tenance of com­
pany houses. “F rom  th e  scan ty  in fo rm atio n  available 
on th is  class of expenditures,” s ta ted  th e  speaker, “one 
is justified  in going no fu r th e r  th an  the  broad  general­
ization th a t in the  ag g reg ate  it  rep resen ts  scores of 
millions of dollars of investm ent and m any m illions of 
annual upkeep and tu rn o v er.”

Mine supplies cover a w ide ran g e  of com m odities, for 
m any of which, said  Dr. W illett, th e re  w ere no accurate 
data  on costs and q u an titie s  purchased. T herefo re , he 
confined h is analysis of th is  phase of th e  buy ing  power 
of the in d u stry  to expenditures fo r explosives and  mine 
tim ber. The soft-coal m ines consum e m ore th an  one- 
th ird  of th e  explosives m anufac tu red  in  th is  co u n try  for 
dom estic use. A pproxim ately 323 lb. a re  used per 1,000 
tons of coal produced, as com pared w ith  446 lb. in  1922. 
D uring  the  period 1917-24, black b las tin g  pow der con­
s titu ted  77.8 per cent of all explosives used. By 1925 
the proportion  had  dropped to  70.8 per cent and  the 
proportion  of perm issib le explosives had increased  from  
15.8 to  23.8 per cent. “T his su b stitu tio n  of perm issib les 
fo r black pow der is an evidence of th e  d isposition  on 
th e  p a r t  of the  o perato rs  to  adopt m ethods d ic ta ted  by 
consideration  of sa fe ty  as it  is well know n th a t  h ig h  ex­
plosives a re  m ore expensive in  them selves and  m ore 
d etrim en tal to  th e  g rad e  of coal produced th a n  black 
b lastin g  pow der.”

The b itum inous in d u stry  consum es approx im ate ly  1.6 
per cent of the  annual tim b e r cut. C onsum ption since 
1906 has increased 26 p er cent, b u t the  p roduction  of 
coal in  1923 was nearly  80 p e r cen t g re a te r  th a n  in 
1906. “The incentive to  economy in th e  consum ption 
of m ine tim ber, as well as th e  use of su b s titu te s  is to  
be found in the  ris in g  cost.” In  1906 th is  cost averaged  
$5.16 per thousand  board  f t . ;  in 1923, i t  averaged  
$16.17, an  increase of 213 p e r cent. T h is increase has 
insp ired  m ine m anagers to  seek d iligen tly  fo r  m ethods 
of economizing in the  use of m ine tim b e r and  fo r new 
sources of supply a t  reduced costs. T h is  la t te r  search  
is responsible fo r  th e  rap id  expansion in  re fo res ta tio n  
p ro jec ts by P ennsy lvan ia m ines. T h is  m ovem ent, p re ­
dicted D r. W illett, will sp read  to  o th e r s ta te s  as the 
native supply of su itab le  fo re s t tim b e r d im inishes.
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A Selling Organization Should Concentrate on 
Merchandising a Single Kind of Coal

I n d e p e n d e n t  J o b b e r s  C h a r g e  T e n  p e r  C e n t  o f  S a le s  P r ic e  W h e r e a s  
C o m p a n y  D e p a r t m e n t  W i l l  H a n d l e  I t  fo r  S ix  p e r  C e n t - C o a l s  S o ld  
b y  S a le s  D e p a r t m e n t  S h o u ld  B e  fr o m  S a m e  S e a m  a n d  R a i lr o a d

Staff C o r resp o n d en ce

BE T T E R  M E R C H A N D ISIN G  M ETHOD S as the 
key to a profitable bitum inous coal in d u stry  were 
advocated a t  a group m eeting of sales m anagers 

an d  executives held a t  th e  D rake Hotel, Chicago, on 
J u n e  10 as p a r t  of the  p rogram  of the  n in th  annual 
convention of the  N ational Coal A ssociation. “ I t  is 
very  common fo r an  operating  company to  spend th o u ­
san d s of dollars to  save 10c. per ton  in production
co sts ,” declared one of the  speakers in  e i r i t o S * »  th e  For h 7  , dePend f °r  itS success™  operation,
s p ir i t  o f th e  m eeting. to  J  Z T / “  T '  “ ‘» '■ 'an g eab .e  unlesss p in t  of th e  m eeting. “ I t  seems to  me en tire ly  pos­
sible, if  the  sam e b ra in s  and effort, and only a p a r t  of 
the  m oney w ere app ropria ted  fo r p roper m erchandising
m ethods, to  add th is  10c. to  our realization  much m ore 
easily .”

It would be difficult to  im agine a m ore app ro p ria te  
tim e th a n  the  p resen t to  give serious consideration  to 
th e  sale and d is trib u tio n  of the  products of our indus­
t r y ,” asse rted  R alph Knode, p resident, General Coal 
Co., Philadelphia , Pa., who was the  firs t speaker a t  th is  
m ee tin g  presided over by John  H. Jones, p resident, 
B ertha-C onsum ers Co., P ittsb u rg h , Pa. “ I cannot 
im agine, continued Col. Knode, “a m ore valuable asse t 
f o r  cap ita l invested in th e  coal in d u stry  th an  a capable 
sa les o rg an iza tio n .”

H. A. Glover, vice-president, Knox Consolidated Coal 
Co., Ind ianapolis, Ind., laid  down th e  dictum  th a t “every 
o p e ra tin g  com pany of w hatever size should sell its  own 
coal e ith e r  d irec tly  to  a consum er or re ta ile r or th rough  
a  sales agency of common ow nership .” The m ost expen­
sive and least efficient m ethod of d is trib u tio n  is 
th ro u g h  independent jobbers, w here th e  costs ru n  as 
h igh  as 10 p er cen t of the  selling price. Sales th rough  
a  sep a ra te ly  organized, bu t m ine controlled, selling 
agency  absorb  6 to  8 per cent of the  selling price. The 
m ost efficient m ethod of selling is th ro u g h  the  oper­
a tin g  com pany’s own sales departm ent, w here costs are  
considerably  below 6 per cent. The average cost fo r  all 
classes w as estim ated  a t  approxim ately  6 per cent of the 
selling  price.

The only solution fo r  th e  industry , as Mr. Glover saw 
it, “lies in  co n cen tra tin g  our physical p roperties and 
selling  o rgan izations in to  la rg e r  un its, the  in telligen t 
use of a la rg e r percen tage of our g ross income in mod­
e rn  m erch an d isin g  and th e  co-ordination of sales 
ac tiv itie s  th ro u g h  close co-operation.” Physical consol­
id a tio n s cannot be successful unless p roper w eigh t is 
g iven  to  sales consolidations. “ In  o th er w ords, th e  m ere 
g a th e r in g  to g e th e r of a heterogenous g roup  of physical 
p ro p e rtie s , e ith e r la rg e  or small, will not m ake a suc­
cessfu l consolidation .”

T he essen tia ls of a successful consolidation, as o u t­
lined  by th e  speaker, w ere :

(1 ) E ach  p ro p e rty  m ust have an  estab lished  business.
(2 ) The coals controlled m ust be from  the  sam e seam  

o r seam s, have th e  sam e p rep a ra tio n  and, usually, be

served  by th e sam e railroad . “One sm all iso la ted  m in e  
o a d ifferen t seam  or a d ifferen t p rep ara tion  w ill 
req u ire a s m uch a tte n tio n  from  th e  sa les  d ep artm en t

a? ™ m te ly  la rg er  ton n a2 e ^  th e  m ain  group . In 
th e  M iddle W est, and I th in k  it  ap p lies in  th e  m a jo r ity  
ot fields, th e  o r ig in a tin g  ra ilroad  h elp s th e  op erator by

V n* C6rtain re su lta n t s izes  upon th e  m ovem en t o f  
w hich  th e  m in e  m u st depend fo r  it s  su cc essfu l op eration .

it  o rig inates on the  sam e ra ilroad .”
M aterial p rogress tow ard general cen tralization  of 

m arketing  can be m ade by the form ation  of local asso­
ciations to  co-operate in  production and d is trib u tio n  
and to repo rt closed transactions, average realizations 
and unfilled orders. “By close co-operation am ong any 
small group of operators, i t  will be found th a t  alm ost 
invariably  some one in  the  group can take re su ltan t 
sizes of which his neighbor m ay have a su rp lus and 
th u s avoid dum ping them  on the  m arke t.” Once m utual 
confidence has been established in  th is  g roup th e  way is 
open fo r the  fo rm ation  of a single selling com pany 
owned en tire ly  by the operators.

The th ird , “and the only perm anently  effective, step  
is the  actual consolidation of ow nership in to  a single 
company of the  m ines and selling agencies. I t  is pos­
sible, in fac t desirable, to  form  la rg e r un its, even tak in g  
in tonnage in  m any fields. However, I insist, no con­
centration , consolidation, o r even close co-operation, can 
achieve th e  g rea te s t m easure of success unless the  
foundation is laid in  small groups of p roperties  w ith  
the same identical operating  and m ark e tin g  problem s. 
Sales efficiency lies in  concentration  of effort on one 
p articu la r th ing . I t  is no m ore possible fo r  a sales 
organization  to  efficiently m ark e t five or six  com peting 
coals th an  i t  is fo r  an  autom obile agen t to  properly
rep resen t five or six d ifferent ca rs  in  the  sam e price 
class.

C hairm an Jones agreed w ith  the  speaker th a t  too 
little  has been spent on m arketing . One of th e  sore 
spots in selling is the  fa c t th a t  la rg e  consum ers, p a r ­
ticu larly  th e  ra ilroads, d ic ta te  prices and o perato rs a re  
stam peding into accepting business a t  such prices 
because some com petitor is w illing  to  sh ip  coal on th a t  
basis. C. F . R ichardson, W est K entucky Coal Co 
S tu rg is, Ky., concurred in th a t  view and com plained 
th a t  the  m a jo rity  perm its  a m in o rity  w hich does not 
know its  costs to  se t the  prices fo r  a whole field.

In  answ er to  a question from  M r. R ichardson, M r 
Glover said  th a t  the  common selling agency w as’ only 
a step  m  a  process w hich m ust end w ith  th e  ac tua l con­
solidation of m ines as well as sales departm en ts. F . W 
W ilshire, C onsolidation Coal Co., New Y ork, s ta ted  th a t 
a common selling agency had  w orked successfully  in  th e  
F a irm o n t d is tr ic t fo r  a num ber of years, b u t th a t  w ith  
the developm ent of new m in in g  com panies not in  th e
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orig inal group “we reached a point w here we have had 
serious price w ars in  F airm on t, ju s t as serious as m
any place I know of.”

Mr. R ichardson again  em phasized th e  draw backs of 
com petition from  uninform ed operators. A labam a, he 
rem arked ruefully , appears to have been fa ir ly  success­
ful in “organized selling” despite v a ria tio n s m  grades. 
“We can’t  do it. We haven’t  done it. The only tim e 
we m ake money is w hen we can’t  help it. We are 
dependent as a ru le  and as a whole on w eather condi­
tions, ca r sho rtage or a s trike , and anybody knows th a t 
th e re  is not one of those th ree  th in g s  th a t  is sound.
I f  we would spend m ore money in g e ttin g  h igher-class 
m en who know w hat i t  m eans to  reduce the  price a 
nickel, they  would fight fo r th a t  nickel ra th e r  th an  cu t
it  to  get th e  o rder.” _

F a ilu re  of m any operato rs to  m ain ta in  s tan d ard s ot 
p rep ara tio n  h u r t  those who took pride in  th e ir  coal, 
declared Mr. Jenkins. W hen business is slack “every 
one commences to  figure how low he can sell to  keep 
from  losing money, ra th e r  to  sh u t down the  m ine and 
lose a lot m ore.” I f  they  lose a piece of business upon 
which they  have quoted a f a ir  price, they  go out and 
quote 5c. less on the  nex t bid. “R ig h t th e re  is the
m issing  link.” .

In  the  absence of J . G. P u te rb au g h , president,
M cA lester Fuel Co., M cAlester, Okla., th e  question of 
fuel-oil com petition was discussed extem poraneously by 
W. L. A. Johnson, com m issioner, S outhw estern  In te r ­
s ta te  Coal O perato rs’ Association. The m ines in  h is 
organization , he pointed out, a re  in the  h e a rt of the  
M id-C ontinent field and have lost heavily to  fuel oil 
in  both  th e  in d u stria l and th e  dom estic trad e . These 
losses probably approxim ated  5,000,000 tons. K ansas 
C ity alone has over 18,000 oil-burners.

W. H. C unningham , Basic Coal Co., H unting ton , 
W. Va., believed th a t  th e  m eeting  proved th a t  th e  in ­
d u s try  was alive to  the  value of im proved fac ilities  
and m ethods of m ark e tin g . He knew  th a t  he w as sell­
ing  coal in  com petition w ith  oil, b u t ad m itted  th a t  he 
knew  little  abou t oil. H ere  w as a field in  w hich the  
N ational Coal A ssociation m ig h t well play a la rg e r p a r t.

T h a t th e  coal in d u stry  w as no t as g rea tly  overdevel­
oped as m any believed w as th e  conten tion  of W arren

Blauvelt, Vigo M ining Co., T erre  H aute, Ind., who 
pointed to the  excess capacity  in steel and copper despite 
the  sm aller num ber of u n its  in  those in d u stries . T here 
was, too, less v aria tio n  in  dem and fo r  coal th a n  in  m any 
o ther lines of business en terp rise . Coal men, however, 
o ften m ake the  m istake of try in g  to  p u t th e ir  coals 
w here they  do not belong and cannot compete.

F red  W. B ragg ins, L ora in  Coal & Dock Co., Columbus, 
Ohio, assailed  speculative production and open billing 
of coal as dem oralizing facto rs.

M r. Johnson stressed  th e  necessity  of g re a te r  con­
fidence betw een com peting operators. H e w anted  help 
in sp read ing  th e  doctrine of centralized selling agencies 
and w as ready to  volunteer to  call g roup m eetings of 
p roducers “ in  a p riv a te  place w here I could hold them  
all to g e th er long enough to  tell them  some of th e  th in g s 
we have talked  about today.” C. F. R ichardson  ex­
pressed the  th o u g h t th a t  th e  association could ass is t in 
such w ork if funds w ere provided.

J u s t  as soon as a group is assem bled, rem arked  Mr. 
Johnson, the  question of legality  crops up. The p u r­
chasing  agents, said  F . W. B ragg ins, m eet freq u en tly  to 
discuss coal supply and prices, “and yet we as coal 
operato rs don’t  m eet o ften  enough in  bodies to  discuss 
sales and production problem s. I f  every association 
d is trib u ted  figures on p as t tran sac tio n s  as is done m 
th e  fu rn itu re  business, in th e  cem ent business and in a 
lot of o ther businesses, all th e  sales d ep artm en ts of th e  
d ifferen t com panies would soon get on th e ir  toes to  see 
th a t  th e ir  departm en t w as not selling coal a t  less th an  
th e  com petito r’s ra te .”

“ I should like m uch,” said  M r. Jenk ins, “to  see a 
com m ittee appointed and im m ediately asked to  get all 
the  in fo rm ation  it can from  a legal s tan d p o in t and a t  
th e  sam e tim e requested  th a t  th e re  be a com m ittee ap­
pointed in each d is tr ic t under th e  ju risd ic tio n  of th is  
association. Then w hen th is  national com m ittee has 
obtained all th e  in fo rm ation  it can, I w ould su g g est th a t  
th a t  com m ittee call a m eeting  of all th e  o th er com m it­
tees and a t the  tim e of th a t  m eeting  they  should have 
som ething concrete and construc tive to  p u t up w hich the 
o ther com m ittees could take back to  th e ir  d is tr ic ts .”

T his suggestion  w as accepted as a m otion and adopted 
by th e  m eeting. The m eeting  th en  ad journed .
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Coal-Mine Commissaries 
Lessen Costs by 

Co-Operative Buying
B y W a lter  M uir

S tore M a n a g er  an d  B u y e r  R a le ig h  C oal & Coke Co 
R a le ig h , W . V a.

T H E  OLD» M AXIM  th a t  “ goods well bought are 
h a lf  sold,” even in th is  age of advanced efficiency, 
still holds good. Consequently the efforts of the 

sto re  m an ag er should be d irected  m ore to intelligence 
m  buying th an  to urgency in  selling, though I would 
not like to  feel th a t  our m anagers w ere lacking in a 
keen appreciation  of the  im portance of selling th e ir  
m erchandise.

Because of th e  necessity  of buying  good m erchandise 
a t  the  lowest price a tta in ab le  the New R iver s to re  m an­
agers decided to  co-ordinate th e ir  purchases and unite 
th e ir  buy ing  s tren g th , and they  are  confident th a t  th is  
is  only the  beg inn ing  of a g re a t m ovem ent in an essen­
tia l p a r t of th e  b itum inous coal industry . This move­
m ent will enable them  to m ake definite savings in  th e ir  
purchases and to extend g re a te r  advantages to th e ir  
p a tro n s w hile adding  m ateria lly  to  the  income obtained 
from  th e  conduct of th e ir  stores.

E very  pu rch asin g  ag en t knows th a t  m ost m anufac­
tu re r s  set a low er price on one hundred  cases of th e ir  
p roduct th a n  on ten  cases, and th a t  on carlots th e re  is 
a s till g re a te r  d ifferential. M oreover w here carlo ts can 
be purchased, th e re  is the  fu r th e r  fre ig h t saving not 
only because o f th e  difference in  ra te  between a carload 
and less th a n  a carload, bu t also because the  goods can 
be shipped d irec t from  the  factory , which is often  less 
d is tan t th an  some cen tra l “h ead q u arte rs” from  which 
any sm aller q u an titie s  of the  com m odity a re  usually 
shipped. Thus, by concen tra ting  buying power and un it-

Pa P®r e n t it le d  “B e n e fits  D er iv ed  T h rou gh  A s s o -  
f f p  I 1" 5- re  a t  th e  se c tio n a l m e e tin g  o f the  C oal ODera-a  ssssss
c f M o  “ i5 5 ™ tSH o'S,, WV v S " ' " * W R IV ,t C“ ' ' A ..O -

Store and Office Building, Pocahontas Fuel Co., Ittm an, W. Va.
T h is  b e a u tifu l b u ild in g  is  lo ca ted  in  W y o m in g  C o u n ty  T he stru c tu re  ad d s  

and a t tr a c t iv e n e s s  to  th e  l it t le  m in in g  v il la g e , b e in g  b u ilt  o f  n a tiv e  s t o n e  n n d  
a ttr a o t iv *  h v  w e ll-k e n t  la w n s  Tt is u n fo r tu n a te  th a t  m in in g  ? o w n s do not usuaUy havl 

-    - «** <■«>*"- *00 m a n y  fine sto r e  b u ild in g s  b ea r  th e  m a n ife s t

in g  purch ases, it  is  p ossib le  to  m ake w o rth w h ile  sa v in g s .
This has already been dem onstrated  in the New R iver 

field, w here in  the  p ast few  m onths several buyers have 
pooled th e ir  o rders in the purchase of m any commodi­
ties, thereby  gain ing  carload prices on less, th an  carload  
quan tities . They have been able also to  a rran g e  to  
pool th e ir  purchases of canned vegetables so th a t  th ey  
w il^be able to handle two cars of corn in the New R iv er 
field and about the  same q u an tity  in the W inding G ulf 
ield, thereby  g e ttin g  quite a concession in prices, and  

sav ing  the  difference between carload fre ig h t and local
: Telf, l \ J h e y ! ^ en d  t0  d evel°P grad u a lly  th is  p ractice  
so th a t  th e y  w ill be b u y in g  a la rg e  vo lu m e o f  th e ir  m er­

ch a n d ise  in  pooled cars, th u s  m a k in g  
a la r g e  sa v in g  a t th e  end o f  th e  year.

O f course, in com m issaries a g rea t 
v arie ty  of m erchandise is handled, 
and some of i t  is p u t in stock in a 
small w ay fo r the  convenience of 
only a few  patrons. B u t if  the  
hundred-and-one th in g s  dealt in a t 
each ind ividual com m issary w ere 
m ultiplied by a hundred, it  would 
m ake a form idable q u an tity  of every 
artic le , even of the sm aller item s.

These are  possib ilities ly ing w ide 
open to  sto re  m anagers. They have 
m any u n its  from  w hich to draw , 
each m anager has need fo r defin ite 
and fixed q u an titie s  of m erchandise.

y com bining his requ irem en ts w ith  
those of o thers and pu rch asin g  w ith  
o thers a t  such tim es as would best 
serve all, g re a t benefits would u n ­
doubtedly be derived.

I rea lize  o f  cou rse, th a t  th e  v o lu m e  
o f  b u s in ess  on e v e ry  a r t ic le  v a r ie s  in  

d ifferen t c o m m issa r ie s . S o m e



C O A L  A G E
V o l . 29,  No .  24

artic les  sell m ore freely in one place th an  in. ano ther 
and one com m issary will frequently  close out th e  goods 
it has purchased and will w an t m ore when m ost of the 
o thers still have plenty of the  same goods on hand

To m eet th a t  contingency it  will be a com paratively 
easy m a tte r  fo r those whose stock is .short to  draw  o 
those whose stock is long. Indeed, an arran g em en t fo r 
exchange under such circum stances can be made a va 
able ad junct to th e  general plan, p revent the^accum ula­
tion  of dead stock and fu rn ish  an outlet fo r the 
of artic les th a t  now and again  have been bought 
injudiciously, and yet w ith  the  best of in tentions.

No buyer, no m a tte r  how expert he m ay be fails, a t 
some tim e or ano ther to get m erchandise in  h is  stock 
w hich a t  the  tim e of the  purchase looks like a good 
“buy ” b u t w hich when placed on th e  shelves fo r sale 
so o n ’tu rn s  into dead stock. I t  is also tru e  to  some 
exten t, m ore perhaps th an  is thought, th a t  cert a in 
goods w hich are  sold in  one section are  not used a t  a 
in ano ther. T his would be offered as proof th a t  the  
plan could not be applied uniform ly.

Ca n n o t  A ppl y  S c h e m e  to A ll Co m m o d ities

B ut the scheme is not expected to be of universal 
application. E very  com m issary would still have to  buy 
much m erchandise independently in  addition  to  w h a t it  
bought in association w ith  o ther companies. The idea 
is to  utilize the  s tren g th  of the  combined com m issaries 
in  a d is tr ic t as users of large  q uan titie s  of s tan d ard  
lines of m erchandise, in buying  all to g e th er instead  of
separately . .

Some will claim th a t  the  saving in lower prices, etc., 
th ro u g h  associated purchases, would be m ore th an  offset 
by in terest, storage, insurance charges and the  risk  of 
overbuying. In  addition  some m ay th in k  th a t  pool buy­
ing would d e trac t from  th e  in itia tiv e  of the individual 
m anager and cause him  to lose in te re st in  the  conduct 
and success of h is store. I t  would in o ther words, take  
aw ay th a t  personal touch th a t  counts fo r so m uch m  the
success of any pro ject. . . . .  rn.

T here  is only one answ er to  such objections, ln e  
proposal is sound in  principle, and proven by ex­
perience. I t  will no t g rin d  out m erchandise a t  
50 p er cent profit or elim inate 25 per cent of th e  help 
in the  stores, b u t i t  will save som ething on every asso­
ciated purchase m ade and, on the  large volume tu rn ed  
over in a year, su b stan tia l savings should be obtained.

870

R a i l r o a d s  G i v e  G o o d  S e r v i c e  

B u t  S o m e  A s k  I n c r e a s e s

T r y  to  O b ta in  G rea ter  S c a le  T o le r a n c e  W e s te r n  
R o a d s D em a n d  H ig h e r  R a te s  o f  In te r s ta te  

C om m erce  C o m m iss io n

B y  Ira  C lem en s
C lem en s C oal Co., P it tsb u r g , K a n s.

t ^ O R  T H E  F IR S T  T IM E  in th e  h is to ry  of the
N ational Coal A ssociation m ore th an  a  y ea r has 

passed w ith o u t th e  efficiency of th e  tra n s p o r ta ­
tio n  service m aking  a m eeting  of th e  tra n sp o rta tio n
com m ittee necessary. T hroughout th e  w in te r th e  ca r
shortages w ere insign ificant and confined to  sm all areas. 
T ra n sp o rta tio n  fac ilities  a re  am ple to  m eet th e  needs 
of the  in d u stry  a t the  p resen t tim e and fo r  some

tim e in  th e  fu tu re .
Several m inor 

m a tte rs  have been 
handled by corre­
spondence a n d  
have been e ither 
disposed of sa tis ­
fac to rily  or are 
being handled to 
a c o n c l u s i o n .  
A m ong them  is 
th e  effort which 
some of th e  ra il­
roads have made 
to  increase the 
scale to lerance on 
coal. R ealizing 
th a t  th is  is a 
q u e s t i o n  th a t  
m ore d irec tly  con-

Ira  Clemens

Shoe D epartm ent in B ig Mine Com m issary
Tllo sa v in g  in  co -o p era tiv e  b o v in e  w ill  p ro b a b ly  b e  in

co m estiW es w h e r e  c fr lo a d  lo ts  can  be h an d led , b u t ev en  in  sh o e s  
b ig  sa v in g s  a re  p o ss ib le .

cerns th e  w holesalers and re ta ile rs , th e  traffic m anager 
of th e  N ational Coal A ssociation has been in stru c ted  
to  co-operate w ith  those b ranches of th e  industry^ in 
opposing general increases in  to lerance. T h is is being 
done. The question of p repaym ent of f re ig h t charges 
on coal to  C anada has received th e  a tten tio n  of the 
traffic m anager, in  co-operation w ith  th e  fo re ig n  trad e  
com m ittee of the  A ssociation.

W e st e r n  Operators W a n t  L ow er  R a t e s

A bout a year ago th e  In te rs ta te  Commerce Com­
m ission undertook an  in vestiga tion  of f re ig h t  ra te s  
on all com m odities in  th e  W estern  section of th e  U nited  
S ta tes. A fte r  carefu lly  considering  th e  scope of the  
Com m ission’s investigation , i t  w as concluded th a t  the 
m a tte r  was of sectional in te re s t and  th a t  th e  national 
o rgan ization  th e re fo re  should no t p a rtic ip a te  in  it. 
H earings w ere held in  various c ities in  th e  W est d u rin g  
the  F all and W inter, and  th e  Com m ission h as  recently  
listened  to  oral a rg u m en ts  a t  W ashington . The coal 
in d u stry  in  general in  th e  W estern  section is u rg in g  a 
decrease in  ra te s , and th e  c a rr ie rs  a re  ask ing  fo r  an 
increase.

T he sec re ta ry  of th e  tran sp o r ta tio n  com m ittee, who 
is also th e  traffic m an ag er of th e  A ssociation , keeps 
th e  m em bership  in fo rm ed  as to  tra n sp o r ta tio n  and 
traffic m a tte rs . In  th is  w ay freq u en t m eetings of th e  
com m ittee a re  m ade unnecessary .

R ep ort o f  tra n sp o r ta tio n  co m m itte e  a t  n in th  a n n u a l m e e t in g  of  
N a tio n a l C oa l C om m issio n , C h ica g o , J u n e  9. Mr. C lem en s is
ch a irm an .
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How Madeira-Hill Co. 
Has Reduced Accidents 
4 0  per Cent Since 1 9 2 4

B y  J. W . W etter
G en era l M an ager, B itu m in o u s  O p erations, M adeira , H ill & Co., 

P h ilip sb u rg , P a .

UN T IL  T H E  FA L L  of 1924, th e  safe ty  effort of 
M adeira, Hill & Co. was d irected  along th e  same 
lines as is pursued  by m ost o ther coal companies. 

I t  had  as a  m em ber of its  organization  a com petent 
sa fe ty  eng ineer who devoted th e  g rea te r p a r t  of his 
tim e to  m aking physical exam inations of the operations, 
both inside and outside, in an  effort to  detect all sub­
s tan d ard  conditions.

A t the  re g u la r m onthly  organization  m eetings, a t 
which the  sa fe ty  engineer was always present, h is rec­
om m endations w ere carefully  considered, and none were 
p erm itted  to  be ca rried  over w ithou t definite action 
being  taken. I f  th e  recom m endation of the  safe ty  engi­
neer entailed  m uch tim e and expense, such as providing 
additional clearance on a m ain haulage road in  old 
w orkings, a  cost estim ate  was p repared  as well as a 
tim e estim ate, and provision was made to correct the 
su b stan d ard  condition over a  period of tim e, expending 
thereon  a  fixed sum  each m onth. In  some unusual 
cases, th e  removal of a substandard  condition was 
spread  over as long a  tim e as two to  fo u r years.

The com pany fe lt i t  was m aking progress, as every 
m onth  ce rta in  conditions w hich i t  th o u g h t con tribu ted  
to  accidents w ere removed, and the ra tin g  sheets show­
ing th e  physical condition of each m ine indicated a 
vast im provem ent. In  the  Fall of 1924, a survey of the  
operations showed th a t  practically  every m ajo r sub­
s tan d ard  condition had been removed, b u t no tw ith stand ­
ing  th is  fact, n e ith e r th e  num ber of accidents, nor the 
num ber of days of d isab ility  had  m ateria lly  decreased.

A ft er  A ll  t h e  M a n  Co m es F irst

T he com pany th en  began to  realize th a t  its  safety  
w ork w as no t producing  resu lts  and th is  fo r the  reason 
th a t i t  had been dealing  w ith  th e  physical m ine condi­
tions and neglecting  th e  hum an elem ent en tering  into 
the  m ine hazard . T his b ro u g h t a realization  of the  
fa c t th a t  no su b s tan tia l and perm anen t resu lts  could 
be expected u n til every employee was im pressed w ith  
th e  necessity  of h is com plying w ith  th e  m ining law and 
w ith  th e  sa fe ty  ru les and regu la tions of th e  company.

A survey  of th e  o rgan ization  w as then  m ade to  d e ter­
m ine w h e th e r all th e  m en in  th e  o rgan ization  holding 
superv iso ry  positions w ere com petent to  advise the 
w orkers as to  the  requ irem en ts o f th e  m in ing  law and 
in s tru c t  them  in safe  practices. I t  was found th a t  a 
n u m b er of superv iso rs needed in stru c tio n  in safety . 
F rom  th is  i t  w as p lain  to  be seen th a t  a  sa fe ty  p rogram  
could no t be im pressed on th e  m inds of th e  individual 
w orkers unless th e  m en responsible fo r  i t  w ere fitted 
and sufficiently in fo rm ed  to  pass along th e  in fo rm ation . 
In  o th e r w ords, a successful sa fe ty  p ro g ram  could not. 
be m ade to  reach  all th e  individual employees un til the  
top of th e  house had  been p u t in order. T he firs t step, 
th e re fo re , w as to  organize schools fo r  the  superv iso ry

A b str a c t  o f  p a p er  e n t it le d  " R ed u cin g  H a z a r d s  in  M in in g  o f  C o a l” 
r e a d  a t  th e  n in th  a n n u a l m e e t in g  o f  th e  N a t io n a l C o a l A sso c ia t io n , 
C h ica g o , J u n e  10.

forces, the benefits of which will be fully reflected in 
the resu lts to be given later.

The second step was to devise a daily rep o rtin g  sys­
tem  which would show the  exact situ a tio n  in each as­
s is ta n t m ine forem an’s te rr ito ry . Each a ss is tan t fo re­
m an was required  to  keep a  w ritten  rep o rt of every 
w orking place and condition com ing under h is observa­
tion during  the day. This a t first m et w ith  m uch oppo­
sition  from  the  superin tendents, who took the position 
th a t  it would requ ire  the a ss is tan t forem an to  do too 
m uch clerical work. However, th e  com pany finally 
form ulated  a rep o rtin g  system  in the  fo rm  of a code 
w hich would elim inate as m uch clerical w ork as possible 
b u t a t the  same tim e would convey to  the  general fo re ­
m an the  conditions as the  a ss is tan t forem an found them . 
This plan m et w ith  favor and m ade th e  superin tenden ts 
w illing to give it a tria l. The repo rt book consists of 
a lea ther b inder in which is in serted  a pad of th e  as­
s is tan t forem an’s daily  report. On the  inside of the  
cover the code le tte rs  a re  p rin ted  as in Table I.

R eports B rought  Qu ic k  R e su l t s

The rep o rt form  is divided in to  five colum ns show ­
ing the nam e or num ber of th e  heading, th e  room 
num ber, the  check num ber of th e  m iner, th e  code le tte r  
and the  tim e c.f v isit. These rep o rts  w ere firs t used 
Jan . 1, 1925, and an  im provem ent in th e  accident record  
w as alm ost im m ediately noticeable.

In  fact, a f te r  u sing  th is  rep o rtin g  system  fo r abou t 
th ree  m onths, th e  su p erin ten d en ts  requested  th a t  we 
fu rn ish  a sum m ary  sheet upon w hich th e  a ss is ta n t 
forem an could post the  daily  rep o rts  each n ig h t, fo r  
they  fe lt th a t  thereby  th ey  would be b e tte r  able to  
study  them . The question w as ra ised  as to  th e  m an n er 
in w hich th is  ex tra  clerical w ork would be handled.

To th is , th e  su p erin ten d en ts  replied th a t  th e  general



forem an and the  ass is tan ts  w ere so en thusiastic  over 
th e  plan th a t  they  would gladly post the  records on the 
sum m ary sheet each n ig h t before going home.

T his sum m ary sheet was fu rn ish ed  and covers one- 
h a lf m onth. A t the top of the  sheet is shown the  period, 
such as the  first h a lf of M ay or the  second half of May, 
w ith  the  year, th e  name of the  m ine and the  nam es o 
the  a ss is tan t forem en. The sheet is 14 
in. long and 25 i in. wide. The first ver­
tical column is headed w ith  the  room, 
heading  and check num bers, and then  
the  dates fo r each half-m onth  period, 
nam ely, from  the firs t to  the fifteenth, 
and from  th e  six teen th  to the  th ir ty -  
first.

Across the  sheet under these captions 
a re  in serted  the  num bers of the  rooms 
and headings inspected, to g eth er w ith  
the  check num bers of the  m en w orking 
there in , and then  below the  check num ­
ber under the  dates the  condition of 
each place as found on the day of in­
spection is entered.

T his sum m ary sheet shows th e  gen­
eral forem an a t  one glance the  condi­
tions prevailing  in every w orking place 
a t the mine, and he gets th is  in fo rm ation  before 
he goes home a t  n igh t. The resu lt is th a t  the  gen­
eral forem an is inform ed reg ard in g  any unusual condi­
tion  which needs h is personal atten tion , and he can 
v isit these places early  the  following m orning and can 
take proper steps to  remove any substandard  condition. 
The code le tte rs  in the table cover not only sa fe ty  m a t­
te rs , bu t also much valuable in fo rm ation  re la tin g  to 
operating  m atte rs .

The system , there fo re , perm its the  general forem an 
to  p u t im m ediately h is finger on the  im portan t item s, 
and he knows a t all tim es exactly w hat is tak in g  place. 
F o r instance, if  the  a ss is tan t fo rem an’s rep o rt shows 
th a t a num ber of m en in one section of the m ine has 
lost tim e w aiting  fo r cars, i t  is im m ediate notice to 
the  general forem an th a t  h is haulage system  is a t fau lt. 
If, on the  o ther hand, the  rep o rt shows th a t  a num ber 
of places have not been m ined or cut, he knows th a t  
som ething is w rong w ith  the  cu tting  in  th a t  particu la r 
section. The sum m ary sheet is also invaluable to  the  
general superin tenden t and the  safe ty  engineer. They 
would not th in k  of going into the  m ine w ithou t first 
hav ing  reviewed th a t  record because i t  shows a t  a 
glance th e  places w here norm al conditions prevail and 
those w hich are  subnorm al and need atten tion .

The company .form erly held one organization  m eeting 
each m onth a t  w hich both operating  and sa fe ty  prob­
lem s w ere discussed, bu t these new rep o rts  fu rn ish ed  
so m uch valuable inform ation , both from  a sa fe ty  and 
an  o perating  standpoin t, th a t  each m onth th e re a fte r  
tw o o rgan ization  m eetings w ere held, one of w hich w as 
devoted to  operating  questions and the  o ther to  safe ty  
m a tte rs .

B efore each m onthly sa fe ty  m eeting, tw o sep ara te  
detailed  s ta tem en ts  a re  p repared  fo r each m ine. One 
show s a classification of every accident occurring  d u r­
ing  th e  m onth under each superv isor and the  m an-days 
lost due to  each accident. T his s ta tem en t is 15 in. 
long and 16 in. w ide and covers fo u r  m ines.

In  th e  firs t vertica l column is en tered  th e  nam e of 
each general forem an, and in th e  second opposite th is
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nam e a re  listed  th e  nam es of the  a s s is ta n t forem en. 
The th ird  vertical columns shows opposite th e  nam e 
of each a ss is tan t forem an, th e  accidents d u rin g  th e  
m onth and th e  m an-days lost due to  such accidents. 
The rem ainder of the  sheet is divided in to  tw en ty -fo u r 
vertical columns, th e  firs t tw enty-tw o of w hich classify  
the various accidents such as fa ll of rock, fall of coal, 

hand ling  of m ateria l, etc. The la s t two 
vertical columns show th e  to ta ls  fo r the  
m onth  and the  to ta ls  fo r th e  year.

I t  will read ily  be seen th a t  th is  fo rm  
enables th e  m anagem ent to  com pare the  
degree of o perating  safe ty  a tta in ed  by 
each general fo rem an  as well as by each 
a ss is tan t forem an. Copies of th is  form  
are  fu rn ish ed  to  th e  general m anager, 
to each general su p erin ten d en t fo r  h is 
d is tr ic t and to th e  sa fe ty  engineer. One 
copy is posted a t th e  m ine fo r th e  bene­
fit of the  general and a ss is ta n t forem en. 
A t these o rgan ization  m eetings each 
accident is discussed as to its  cause, and 
such action taken  as will, in  so f a r  as
possible, p reven t a recu rrence  of an
accident from  th a t sam e source.

A nother fo rm  is p rep ared  covering 
the  operations in each d is tric t, and th is  fo rm  shows the 
accident experience fo r  the  m onth. On th is  sheet is en­
tered  fo r each m ine th e  details  shown in Table I I  and
in addition the  num ber of com pensable accidents, th a t  of
no-tim e-lost accidents, th e  num ber of tem p o ra ry  acci­
dents, the num ber of specific accidents, th e  estim ated  
compensable days lost, th e  estim ated  days lost from  tem ­
porary  accidents, the  days lost from  specific accidents, 
the  accidents per 1,000 m an-days worked, the  accidents 
per 1,000 tons mined, th e  days lost p er 1,000 m an-days 
worked and the  days lost p er 1,000 tons m ined.

K e e p  R e c o r d  o f  F a t a l i t i e s  S e p a r a t e l y

In  en te rin g  th e  days lost due to  accidents the 
fa ta litie s  a re  not included because, th ough  m any ways 
of figuring  an  equivalent fo r these  accidents have been 
devised and used, these accidents a re  of such vital 
im portance th a t  they  a re  kep t sep a ra te  fo r  special 
consideration  and a re  not included w ith  th e  non-fatal 
in ju ries .

I t  will be noted th a t  th e  la tte r  form , h av ing  been 
com puted on a basis of 1,000 m an-days w orked and
1,000 tons m ined, places each m ine on a com parable 
basis, and in  a like m an n er each d is tr ic t is placed on a 
com parable basis, because th e  fo rm  shows th e  average 
fo r  each d is tr ic t fo r  th e  cu rre n t m onth  and  th en  also 
the  average m onthly  experience fo r these sam e m ines 
fo r  th e  year to  date as well as fo r  th e  p receding  year. 
The resu lts  of the  cam paign of M adeira, H ill & Co. a t  
i ts  b itum inous operation  a re  given in Table II . I t  
covers six  operations in  one d is tric t.

T e m p o r a r y  J o b s  N o t  D e d u c t e d

The item , “num ber of m an-days” in  Table I I  covers 
only th e  days w hen th e  m ine w as w orking , w hereas the  
to ta l num ber of m an-days lost due to  accidents includes 
every day lost not only fo r  com pensable accidents b u t 
fo r non-compensable and tem p o ra ry  accidents as well. 
I f  a m an w as in ju red  and could no t follow h is  usual 
occupation, th e  to ta l days lost from  h is u sual occupa­
tion  a re  included even th o u g h  th e  m an m ig h t have

A G E  V ol. 29, N o . 24

Table 1— Code Letters for 
A ssistant Forem an’s 

Daily Report
E  — C a re  a n d  u se  o f ex p lo siv es  
M C  — H a n d lin g  o f m in e  ca rs  
p  — P r e p a r a t io n  of co a l
R  — C o n d it io n  of ro o f 
g  — S p ra g g in g  of coa l a n d  b o n e y
T  — T im b e r in g  of w o rk in g  p la c e
N M  — P la c e  n o t  m in e d  o r  c u t
N C  — N o  coa l 
W C  — W a it in g  o n  ca rs  
W  .— W a te r  in  w o rk in g  p la c e  
F R  — F a ll  o f ro o f 
M F  — M isfire  
N R  — S h o r t  o f ra i ls  
D O  — D is o b e y in g  o rd e rs  
C V  — C la v  v e in s  o r  ro lls
M  — M isc e lla n e o u s  i te m s  co m in g  

u n d e r  y o u r  o b s e rv a t io n  t h a t  
s h o u ld  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  th e  
M in e  F o re m a n ’s a t te n t io n .  

N o te — I t  is  im p o r ta n t  t h a t  a l l 
t im e  lo s t  b e  m a rk e d  b e lo w  th e  code  
le t te r s .
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worked tem porarily  a t some job o ther th an  th a t  in 
which th e  accident occurred.

Also in th e  “ days lo st” each m onth is included the 
to ta l loss incu rred  due to each accident. T hat is to say, 
i f  tw en ty  accidents occur in  any one m onth and five 
of them  are  specific ac­
cidents en ta ilin g  a loss 
of 300 days each, the  
to ta l loss would be 1,500 
days, and  if  th e  o ther 
fifteen accidents a re  of 
a  tem porary  n a tu re  en­
ta ilin g  a loss of, say, 
ten  days each, th ere  
would be ano th er 150 
days lost, or a  to ta l of 
1,650 days, w hich to ta l 
tim e would have to be 
included in th e  m onth in which the accidents herein ­
before specified occurred.

I f  a m an su sta in s  a  specific accident, such as the  loss 
o f a finger, w hich requ ires under the  Pennsylvania 
Com pensation Law  th e  paym ent of a fixed sum, th is  
com pensation would be divided by the  com pensation 
ra te  per day and included in the  figure fo r “to tal days 
lost.” I m ake m ention of th is  because the  num ber o.f 
days lost as shown on the  experience record m igh t be 
considered as exceedingly h igh  unless it  w ere clearly 
understood  th a t  th e  to ta l incu rred  loss is included in 
th e  figures. The yearly  figures are, of course, com­
puted  on th e  sam e basis.

The figures given fo r the  year 1924 give the  experi­
ences before th is  system  w as p u t in to  effect. I t  will 
be seen th a t  the  days lost per 1,000 m an-days w orked 
is 30 p er cen t less fo r  1925 th a n  fo r 1924, and 50 per 
cent less fo r  th e  firs t fo u r m onths of 1926 th an  fo r 
th e  y ea r 1924. The decrease in th e  num ber of accidents 
i° ju s t  abou t in  the  sam e proportion.

The cost o.f com pensation and m edical service a t  the 
m ines in  th is  d is tr ic t w as approxim ately  $6,000 less 
in  1925 th a n  in  th e  year 1924. And a t  the  p resen t ra te , 
th e  1926 cost will be about $4,000 lower th an  th a t  of 
1925. In  add ition  to  th is  saving, th e  valuable opera t­
ing  d a ta  obtained from  th is  system  has g rea tly  
increased  o p era tin g  efficiency, and the  cost sheets reflect 
th e  fa c t th a t  th e  im provem ent in sa fe ty  perform ance 
has also ca rried  w ith  it  an im provem ent in production 
costs.

H e l ps  to P romote D is c ip l in e

T his system  has not only prom oted b e tte r  co-opera­
tion  betw een th e  m em bers of the  oganization  and all 
the  employees, b u t it  also p erm its  th e  exercise of s tr ic t 
discip line in  en fo rcing  th e  provisions of the  P ennsy l­
van ia  s ta te  m in ing  law  and  th e  com pany’s sa fe ty  rules 
and  regu la tions. A ny employee who w illfully  or neg­
lig en tly  v iolates a sa fe ty  o rder is cited by th e  a ss is tan t 
fo rem an  on h is daily repo rt. F o r th e  firs t offense, such 
employee is adm onished, and, fo r  th e  second offense, 
he is notified th a t  the  th ird  breach  of an  order will 
m ean  in s ta n t dism issal.

In  over two years, it  has been necessary  to  re so rt 
to  a d ischarge in  only tw o cases, and in both  instances 
th e  officials’ ac tion  was upheld by th e  s ta te  m ine inspec­
to rs . The employees all realize today  th a t  th e  in s tru c ­
tions w hich a re  given a re  issued from  a S tandpoint of 
p ro tec tin g  every individual, and th e  m anagem ent has

noted in m any cases th a t w here a m an a t the  w orking 
face has been cited once for, say im proper tim b erin g  
or fa ilu re  to set tim bers, upon the next v isit of the 
a ss is tan t .foreman he has shown g rea t concern as to 
w hether his place has been tim bered  in a m anner sa tis ­

facto ry  to the  a ss is t­
an t forem an so as to 
make ce rta in  th a t  he 
would not be cited the 
second tim e and clas­
sified as an  unsafe 
workm an.

S tric tly  from  a busi­
ness point of view, the  
financial saving h a s  
m ore th an  m ade the  e f­
fo r t w orth  while, bu t 
aside from  th is , the  

point of chief consideration is its value to  the  men 
them selves and th e ir fam ilies. The m anagem ent finds 
much gratification  in the fac t th a t  in less th an  a year 
and a half nearly  50 per cent of the  accidents a t  
the m ines under its  supervision have been elim inated, 
together w ith  the suffering of the in ju red  employees 
and the hardsh ips th a t would have been imposed upon 
th e ir  dependents.

M o r e  T i m b e r  I s  C u t  f o r  F u e l  T h a n  f o r  

A n y  O t h e r  S i n g l e  P u r p o s e

Allen T. W illett, s ta tis tic ian  of the  N ational Coal 
Association, in discussing m ine tim b er uses in his 
paper on the “B uying Pow er of the  B itum inous Indus­
try  a t the n in th  convention of the  A ssociation s a id :

“ I t  is som ewhat su rp ris in g  to  learn  th a t  of th e  tim ­
ber cu t in the U nited S ta tes 38.33 per cent is con­
sumed fo r fuel and only 33.31 per cent goes into the 
next sm aller class of product consisting  of lum ber, 
dim ension m ateria l and saw n ties. In  co n trast w ith  
these im portan t uses m ine tim bering  fu rn ish es  a m a r­
ket fo r only 1.60 per cent of the  annual cut. N everthe­
less the actual am ount so used is considerable. The 
d ata  re la te  only to  m ine tim ber used underground, and 
do not cover lum ber used outside the mine.

“ In  1906 b itum inous m ines consumed the  equivalent 
of 1,236,500,000 board fee t of tim ber underground. In  
1923 th e  consum ption had  increased to  th e  equivalent 
of 1,559,000,000 board  feet, an increase of only 26 per 
cent, a lthough the  ou tpu t of bitum inous coal in the  
la t te r  year was nearly  80 per cent in excess of th a t  
of the  ea rlie r year. The rep o rt does not show the  num ­
ber of tons of coal produced by th e  m ines from  w hich 
figures fo r lum ber consum ption w ere obtained.

“ I f  we assum e th a t  th e  o u tpu t of these m ines re p re ­
sented very  nearly  the  same percentage of the  to ta l 
p roduction  in  the  two years, we find th a t  th e  am ount of 
lum ber used underground  p er 1,000 tons of coal p ro ­
duced declined du rin g  th a t  period from  fo u r to  tw o and 
th ree -q u a rte rs  thousand  board  feet, a decrease of m ore 
th an  30 per cent. H ow ever f a r  sh o rt of p recision  th is  
percentage of decrease m ay be, i t  is a m a tte r  of common 
knowledge th a t  th e  q u an tity  of m ine tim b e r p er ton  
of coal has actually  decreased, th e  decrease being  
accounted fo r p a rtly  by g re a te r  economy in th e  use of 
tim ber, p a r tly  by the  m ore general use of tim b e r 
p reservatives, and  p a rtly  by th e  use of su b s titu te s  
chiefly in  th e  fo rm  of iron  and steel o r concrete.”

Table II— Accident Record, Six Operations, 
Madeira, Hill & Co.

F ir s t  4 M os 
1924 1925 1926

N u m b e r  of e m p lo y e e s ............................................... 1,043 864 1 101
N u m b e r  o f w o rk in g  d a y s ......................................... 272 284 ' 91
N u m b e r  of m a n - d a y s ................................................  283,696 245,357 92,108
N u m b e r  o f g ro ss  to n s  m i n e d .................................  640,842 608,501 277 540
N u m b e r  of f a ta l  a c c id e n ts ......................................  2 1 ’ |
T o ta l  n u m b e r  o f a c c id e n ts .....................................  307 231 66
T o ta l  n u m b e r  of m a n -d a y s  lo s t  d u e  to  acci-

d e n t s .............................................................................  5 ,759 3 ,419 933
A c c id e n ts  p e r  1,000 m a n -d a y s  w o rk e d   1.33  0 .9 4  0 .71
A c c id e n ts  p e r  1,000 to n s  m in e d ...........................  0 .4 8  0^39  0 . 29
D a y s  lo s t p e r  1,000 m a n - d a y s ............................... 20 14 10 I
D a y s  lo s t  p e r  1,000 to n s  m in e d ............................  9 5 .6  4 II
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Have Statistics Any Value to the Coal Industry?
By C. E. Bockus

P r e s i d e n t ,  C l i n c h f i e l d  C o a l  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  N e w  T o r k  C i t y

UN T IL  T H E  LOCAL m em bership associations have 
in au g u ra ted  sufficient s ta tis tica l w ork to  give an 
adequate conception of m arket conditions the 

officers of the  N ational Coal A ssociation are not d is­
posed to  a ttem p t to  compile d is tr ic t re tu rn s  believing 
they  would not be rep resen ta tive  of conditions in the 
industry .

T here a re  m any lines of desirable sta tis tica l activity , 
and the  trade-in fo rm ation  com m ittee does not believe 
it would be well fo r the N ational Coal A ssociation to 
s ta r t  the  w ork w ith  only one line of s ta tis tics , th a t 
of the  past sales report. I t  m ust be realized th a t  though 
some local associations engage in much broader s ta tis ­
tical efforts, m any still do not collect and dissem inate 
any trad e  inform ation. The com m ittee has been, and 
is, of th e  opinion th a t  as soon as p ast sales reports 
a re  general, the N ational should take up ano ther d esir­
able line of repo rts  and develop it until such trad e  
inform ation  is available as will enable the in dustry  to 
know m ore about itself.

A t the tim e of the  com m ittee m eeting in Septem ber, 
p as t sales repo rts  w ere being compiled in the W illiam ­
son field and in the low-volatile fields of southern  W est 
V irg in ia  th rough  the  Stover B ureau. Since then  H a r­
lan, V irg in ia , n o rthern  W est V irg in ia , southern  
Appalachian, K anaw ha and A labam a have inaugura ted  
such activ ity . K anaw ha has entered into an agreem ent 
w ith  the  W illiam son field under which both these 
d is tric ts  repo rt to a common agency located a t  H u n t­
ington, W. Va. I t  is predicted th a t o ther nearby  high- 
volatile fields in  eastern  
Kentucky and the  w estern  
p a r t  of W est V irg in ia  m ay 
become m e m b e r s  of the 
same sta tis tica l bureau.

In accordance w ith  the 
recom m endations of t h e  
com m ittee, t h e  N ational 
is m aking up two tables 
weekly based on the  dis­
t r ic t  reports now received 
from  s e v e n  high-volatile 
fields. Of these tables, one 
shows th e  average price re ­
ceived .for coal sold during  
th e  previous week, d is­
tingu ished  as b e t w e e n  
p repared  sizes, run-of-m ine 
and screenings a n d  the 
o ther a rran g es  the  same 
tran sac tio n s  f o r  all the 
fields combined in  price 
groups vary in g  by 25c. in ­
tervals.

T h e s e  tables a re  not 
given general circulation,

A b str a c t  o f  rep ort o f  tra d e  
in fo r m a tio n  co m m itte e  p resen ted  
to  th e  n in th  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f 
th e  N a t io n a l C oal A sso c ia tio n ,
C h ica g o , J u n e  10. M r. B o c k u s  
is  ch a irm a n  o f  th e  tra d e  in fo r ­
m a tio n  co m m ittee .

They are  sen t only to  th e  sec re ta rie s  of th e  o rg an iza­
tions sending in the  d is tr ic t tables. T he com m ittee 
does not feel th a t, as yet, a sufficient tonnage is covered 
by the  reports  to ju s tify  g iving them  to th e  public.
I t  is its  hope th a t, as operato rs in  o th er d is tr ic ts  become 
acquainted w ith  th e  w ork now being done and of i ts  
value to the operators receiving such rep o rts , o ther asso­
ciations will in au g u ra te  sim ilar w ork and th a t  b e fo re  
long the  N ational will be receiving rep o rts  from  a su f­
ficiently rep resen ta tiv e  tonnage to  ju s t ify  it  in  g iv in g  
out a combined tab u la tio n  as an  approxim ately  accu ra te  
p icture of sales conditions in th e  in d u stry .

Call  a H alt  o n  S e l l in g  B elow  M a r k e t

The com m ittee u rges th a t  the  m ost ca refu l considera­
tion should be given to  the  advan tages ob tainable by 
g a th erin g  and d is trib u tin g  s ta tis tica l rep o rts  dea ling  
w ith  conditions in the  industry . I t  seems unnecessary  
to en ter into a lengthy arg u m en t in fav o r of such w ork, 
bu t b rie f reference will be m ade to  a few  specific lines 
of s ta tis tica l in form ation , the  usefu lness of w hich is  
obvious even on superficial exam ination.

The bitum inous-coal m in ing  in d u stry  is h igh ly  com­
petitive. As a resu lt of th a t  condition too m uch coal 
is being pu t on the  m ark e t a t  un rem u n era tiv e  prices, 
often a t m ateria lly  less th an  production  cost. W ould 
not the  operato r be in a b e tte r  position  to  b a rg a in  w ith  
buyers if he was inform ed about prices being  obtained  
by o ther suppliers in the sam e m ark e t?  P a s t  sales 
repo rts  will enable them  to see w h a t prices have been

obtained cu rren tly  fo r  th e ir  
com m odity and should en­
able them  to  call a h a lt on 
th e ir  selling ag en ts  if  th e  
fo rm er find th a t  th e  la t te r  
a re  m ak ing  sales a t  p rices 
below the  m ark e t average.

Reliable figures on th e  
geographical d is tr ib u tio n  of 
coal from  each field would 
serve a sim ilarly  useful 
purpose in a ss is tin g  th e  
o perato rs to  decide in  w h a t 
consum ing t e r  r ito r ie s  it  
would be p a rticu la rly  ad ­
vantageous to  a ttem p t to  
push the  sale  of th e ir  
product. I t  is to  be hoped 
th a t  such s ta tis tic s  show ing 
week by week th e  volum e 
of coal m oving from  th e  
several fields in to  d iffe ren t 
consum ing a reas  w o u l d  
w ard  off th e  possib ility  o f 
such excessive congestions 
of d is tre ss  coal as some­
tim es r e s u l t  from  th e  
un in form ed  efforts of op­
e ra to rs  anx ious to  find a  
m ark e t fo r  th e ir  coal and 
would th e reb y  rem ove from
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m ark e t a m ost dem oralizing facto r. In m any industries  
g re a t economies of operation  have been b rough t about 
th ro u g h  the  in au g u ra tio n  of a system  of so-called com­
p ara tiv e  cost reports, th a t  is, repo rts  in  which detailed 
costs of every separable step  in production a re  brough t 
to g e th e r by a cen tra l agency and a com pilation of 
average costs fo r each such step  is then  sen t to  the  
individuals fu rn ish in g  the  inform ation .

S h o w  O p e r a t o r  H i s  S h o r t c o m i n g s

Such rep o rts  in th e  case of bitum inous-coal m ining 
would enable an  operato r to  discover those phases of 
h is p roduction in w hich his costs ru n  h ig h er th an  the 
average and, a t least, be an  incentive to him  to in s titu te  
inqu iries in to  th e  reasons fo r th is  varia tion . In  an 
in d u stry  in which m ethods of operation vary  g reatly  
from  field to  field th e re  m ig h t be little  p ractical advan­
tage  in  com parative cost rep o rts  on a  national scale, 
bu t sep ara te  d is tr ic t rep o rts  of th a t  so rt would be a 
y ardstick  fo r all th e  operato rs in th e  d is tric t.

T here a re  o ther lines of s ta tis tica l ac tiv ity  well w orth  
considering  as possib ilities such as tran sp o rta tio n , in ­
cluding ca r supply, sa fe ty  m easures required  by law 
or in troduced  by o ther com panies, to g e th er w ith  reports  
on m ine accidents, w orkm en’s com pensation m easures, 
taxation , insurance, cred it and im provem ents in  the 
m ethods of b u rn in g  b itum inous coal and new uses fo r 
its  "byproducts. On all these the m ine operato r should 
have full, accurate , up-to-date in form ation , if  he is to

be in a position to  m ake th e  m ost of h is business 
opportunities and  responsibilities.

I t  is now several years since the  N ational firs t con­
sidered the  question of in au g u ra tin g  an  adequate 
s ta tis tica l service. F o r some years, however, i t  was 
deterred  from  such ac tiv ity  by th e  u ncerta in ty  of the 
legality  of such inqu iries which, by the  way, cleared 
up only la s t year. Some of the  large companies do 
some of th a t  w ork a t th e ir  own expense and fo r th e ir  
own guidance.

I t  is obvious, however, th a t  only companies opei'ating 
on a large scale can afford to  incur the expense involved 
in individual efforts of th a t  kind. I f  th e  m ajo rity  of 
operators a re  ever to  receive the benefit to  be derived 
from  s ta tis tica l in form ation, such in form ation  m ust be 
compiled on a co-operative basis. The com m ittee u rges 
operators to  give carefu l though t to  th e  question of 
expanding th is  profitable form  of association work.

N oth ing  has been said about the  public aspect of 
s ta tis tica l reports. T he m em bers of th e  N ational Coal 
Association are  all fam ilia r w ith  the  efforts a t  W ash­
ington to  procure the  enactm ent of legislation m aking  
it  compulsory upon bitum inous-coal operators to  send in  
repo rts  to th e  D epartm ent of Commerce. The in d u stry  
is opposed to any system  of compulsory rep o rtin g  to  a 
Federal agency, not because i t  desires to  have th e  fac ts  
concealed, bu t because it  believes th a t  such a move m ay 
well prove the  firs t step  in  th e  direction  of F ederal 
regulation  of the industry .

P o o l  B u y i n g  N o  N e w  I d e a  

B u t  O n e  W e l l  A t t e s t e d

B y J o h n  C. D in sm o r e
A s s is ta n t  P ro fesso r , C om m ercia l O rgan iza tio n s , 

U n iv e r s ity  o f  C h icago , C h icago , 111.

IN T H E  U N IT E D  ST A T E S m ore th an  in  any o ther 
coun try  d is trib u tio n  is bu ilt up around th e  fac t 
th a t  la rg e r  volumes of business m ake i t  possible fo r 

the  fac to ry  to  operate m ore economically and fo r the 
d is tr ib u to r to  reduce h is u n it costs.

T here is th e re fo re  every desire upon th e  p a r t  of 
m ost vendors to  quote m ateria lly  lower u n it prices fo r  
large  orders. The problem  of the  pool buyer is then  
usually  to  secure th e  co-operation of th e  individual 
m em bers of a  ce rta in  g roup  in  o rder th a t  th e ir  jo in t 
o rd e r m ig h t be la rg e  enough to  w a rra n t th e  lower price.

P u rch as in g  ag en ts  like to  feel th a t  they  a re  buying 
every com m odity a t  th e  low est possible price b u t th a t  
is no t so. The price differences fo r  identical com­
m odities v a ry  o rd in arily  from  10 to  3,000 p e r cent. F o r 
instance a ce rta in  p u rch asin g  ag en t in  Cook County 
recen tly  pa id  44c. per lb. fo r  sa ltp e te r w hich is w orth  
abou t 4c. p e r lb.

I t  is ev ident th a t  the  m ere ac t of ro u tin g  the  orders 
fo r  an y  g roup  of ind iv iduals th ro u g h  one cen tra l office 
m ust au tom atically  call a tten tio n  to  so m any price 
v a r ia tio n s  on identical com m odities th a t  large  savings 
would re su lt. I f  th is  ro u tin e  sc ru tin y  is coupled w ith  
organized  research  to  determ ine ju s t  the  p a rtic u la r  
com m odity best fitted  to  do a p a r tic u la r  job the 
sav ings effected a re  astound ing . The supply inves­
tig a to r  fo r  th e  A m erican  Telephone and  T elegraph

A b str a c t  o f  p ap er rea d  a t  n in th  a n n u a l m e e t in g  o f  X a 'io n a l  
C o a l A sso c ia t io n , C h ica g o , Ju n e  9.

Company recently  told me th a t such stud ies frequen tly  
reduce annual costs 50 per cent.

W ith these generalizations as a background le t me 
re la te  briefly the  p e rtin e n t fac ts  concerning tw o of 
five buying pools w ith  w hich I have been associated.

A bout nine years ago th e re  w as in  Chicago th e  
executive office of th e  A ssociation of A m erican Col­
leges w ith  a m em bership of some 600 sm all denom ina­
tional colleges. As a p a r t  of th e  service rendered  th e ir  
m em bers the  A ssociation helped p rep are  ad v e rtis in g  
copy. T his led to  the  purchasing  of “boiler p la te” 
insides fo r  booklets and th is  in  tu rn  led to  th e  p u r ­
chase of the  paper and th e  p rin tin g  as a jo in t ven tu re . 
This service reduce th e  cost of th e  finished booklets 
about 40 per cent.

The plan w orked so well th a t  a com m ittee w as form ed 
to  buy o ther item s on the  sam e basis. I w as called 
in as purchasing  consultan t and d irected  th e  stud ies 
w hich developed some in te re stin g  data. The experi­
m ent was in te rru p ted  by th e  w ar b u t a final survey 
showed th a t purchases had been m ade fo r  e igh ty -six  
colleges in tw en ty-six  sta tes , had  reduced average u n it 
costs 38 per cent, and th a t  th e  m oney saved w as a t  th e  
ra te  of a little  over $100 fo r  each hour of service 
rendered. In  one instance a m uch b e tte r  p roduct w as 
supplied a t  less th an  one-th ird  th e  average price paid  
before th e  pool was form ed.

The next study  w as m ade fo r the  Chicago Council of 
Social Agencies. T h is  is an  o rgan ization  of n ea rly  
two hundred  charitab le  o rgan izations in  Chicago ra n g ­
ing all the w ay from  th e  g re a t hosp ita ls  to  th e  v is itin g  
n u rse ’s association and th e  se ttlem en t houses. T h is  
study  showed th a t th e  cheapest p rice on liquid  soap 
was 8c. and th e  h ig h est p rice $2.75 p er gallon. The 
fac t also was developed th a t  th e  p rice  paid  fo r  s im ila r 
q u an titie s  of bulk m ilk varied  nearly  100 p e r cent.

I
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With Competition as Incentive
Employees Will Back Safety Movement

By R . E. H ow e
V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  C l i m a x  C o a l  C o  

K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n .

A  C CID EN TS are  expensive 
and fo r th a t  reason 

I J l  should be avoided as well 
as fo r the la rg e r reason th a t 
th e ir  elim ination is a duty  th a t 
the operato r owes to  hum anity.
They disorganize the m ine force 
and cost m uch m oney; they  run  
up the  com pensation-insurance 
ra te s  and often  take the men 
who a re  m ost valuable in the 
operation of the  mine. How­
ever, th e  chief reason .for the 
prevention of accidents is the  
saving of life  and limb.

Safety , however, has a th ree ­
fold aspect; F ir s t  and fo re­
most, th e  protection of the men 
employed in the mine. Second, 
the preservation  of equipm ent 
and supplies. W henever a m a­
chine, track  or w ire is in 
jeopardy  f r o m  bad top, it 
should be removed, bearing  in 
m ind the safe ty  of the  men 
whose duty  it is to remove it.
The safe ty  of equipm ent from  
o u t s i d e  influences, such as 
ligh tn ing , storm s, vandalism  
and o ther preventable causes,
should have constan t a tten tion . T h ird  and finally, the 
protection of the  investm ent of those who have pu t 
th e ir  money into the  business.

We should not, th rough  our own negligence— and in 
the final analysis it is the negligence of th e  operato r—  
perm it our employees to  overlook or fo rg e t safe ty  in its
three-fo ld  aspect.

How much safe ty  w ork in the  m ines can accomplish 
is shown by innum erable instances. One large  com­
pany in the  Tennessee field, which has several m ines, 
gives a prize once a m onth to the  keymen of the m ine 
which has the  least num ber of accidents in proportion 
to  output. F o r the  last th ree  consecutive m onths 
the  m ost hazardous m ine in th is  group has received the  
aw ard, showing conclusively th a t carefu lness prevents 
accidents.

Records kept by one company in the  South, employing 
1,400 men show th a t the percentage of in ju ries  to  men 
who have not had first-aid  tra in in g , is e igh t tim es th a t  
of those who have. T his shows the  desirab ility  th a t  all 
em ployees should take such first-aid  tra in in g  and some 
la rg e  com panies in the W est, I understand , do not p e r­
m it a m an to  w ork fo r  them  until he has had  th is  
in struction .

W ith these fac ts  in mind, the Southern  A ppalachian 
Coal O pera to rs’ A ssociation has form ed a subsid iary

A b s t r a c t  o f  p a p e r  e n t i t l e d  " O n e  W a y  t o  I n t e r e s t  E m p l o y e e s  i n  
S a f e t y  W o r k , ”  p r e s e n t e d  a t  n i n t h  a n n u a l  m e e t in g - ,  N a t i o n a l  C o a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C h i c a g o ,  J u n e  1 0 . M r .  H o w e  i s  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  A p p a l a c h i a n  C o a l  O p e r a t o r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n ,  o f  K n o x v i l l e ,  
T e n n .

organization , k n o w n  as th e  
S ou thern  A p p a  lachian Effi­
ciency A ssociation. I ts  p u r­
pose, as th e  nam e indicates, is 
efficiency, a n d  t h e  g rea te s t 
single division of ' efficiency is 
safety .

T his o rgan ization  consists of 
the superin tenden ts, m ine fo re­
men, sa fe ty  inspectors, fire­
bosses, electricians, and other 
k e y m e n  employed by t h e  
m em bers of th e  S ou thern  Ap­
palachian Coal O p era to rs’ Asso­
ciation. The m ine inspectors 
of the  insurance com panies th a t 
ca rry  our com pensation in su r­
ance, th e  S ta te  M ining D epart­
m ent and the  B ureau  of Mines 
all hold honorary  m em berships. 
M eetings a rs  held once a month, 
a t w hich th e re  a re  round-table 
discussions on accident preven­
tion  and th e  p roduction  of coal.

T his association  h as  fostered  
sa fe ty  and firs t-a id  team s, has 
aw arded prizes, bo th  m oney and 
m edal, has conducted contests 
and, in fact, done alm ost every­
th in g  to  k e e p  before the 

employees the  question of efficiency. T he g re a t problem 
we have found is to  m ain ta in  th e  in te re s t of all the 
m en in the  m ines in  the sa fe ty  m ovem ent. The Asso­
ciation  has found th a t  com petition  is th e  keynote. 
P rizes a re  offered fo r  new ideas w hich will prevent 
accidents or reduce costs and to  th e  team s exceeding in 
firs t aid. M edals a re  given fo r m erito rio u s  service.

Much has been accom plished in  th is  o rgan ization  by 
m erely b rin g in g  o perating  m en to g e th e r w here th ey  can 
learn  of one an o th er how best to  m eet th e ir  difficulties. 
Some sage has said  th a t  we a re  p a r t  of all we touch, 
and one hundred  of these op era tin g  m en cannot get 
to g e th er w ith o u t increasing  th e ir  in te re s t in  th e ir  work 
and absorb ing  som ething from  o thers. H av ing  th is  in 
m ind, the  A ssociation has fo stered  local organizations, 
everyone w here possible being  given some definite work.

M ine discipline is an  im p o rtan t m a tte r . One large  
A labam a concern w hich employs a la rg e  num ber of 
colored men, kept a record  of accidents covering a  period 
of ten  years. These records show th a t  per num ber of 
w hite m en and per num ber of colored employed, th e re  
w ere tw ice as m any w h ite  m en in ju red  as th e re  w ere 
colored, th e  n a tu ra l assum ption  being  th a t  th is  w as be­
cause th e  colored m en obeyed o rders b e tte r  th a n  the  
w hite men. A w hite  m an will obey o rd ers  if  he sees 
the  reason behind the  order.

E very  general and every leader no m a tte r  in  w ha t 
walk of life knows th a t  team  w ork is w h a t counts, and 
if com petitive co-operation can be estab lished  a t  the  
m ines sa fe ty  can be b ro u g h t to  its  h ig h es t pitch.
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Coal Salesmen Should 
Know How Coal 

Is Prepared and Mined
T h u s B ein g  S tim u la ted  to  M ain­
ta in  a R eason ab le  P rice  and  

E n ab led  to  D efen d  Q u ality

B y R a lp h  K n o d e
P resid en t, G en era l C oal Co., P h ila d e lp h ia , P a .

NOT FOR A long tim e has the salesm an had as 
h is sole function the duty  of explaining ju s t  
why the  operating  departm ent could not make 

full sh ipm ents ag a in s t its  orders. C ertainly, th a t  con­
d ition  never occurs today. E very  salesm an is busy sell­
ing  coal.

No m ore valuable asse t can capital invested in the 
coal in d u stry  have th an  a capable sales organization, 
in w hich every salesm an believes h ea rtily  in  the  coal 
in d u stry  and  in  h is company. E very  salesm an m eeting 
th e  consum er should be fu lly  fam ilia r w ith  all general 
phases of th e  production of coal, the  general chemical 
analysis of the  p roduct and the  com parative values of 
the coal he is selling as com pared w ith  th a t  m arketed 
by o thers. T his knowledge can be obtained in a prac­
tica l w ay only by hav ing  th e  salesm an spend a reason­
able length  of tim e a t the  m ines by which th e  coal is 
produced w here he will learn  in  a general w ay ju s t  how 
coal is mined, p repared  and inspected fo r the  m arket.

E s t a b l i s h e d  S t a n d a r d s  o f  P r e p a r a t i o n

M ost producing com panies have, I believe, a s tan d ard  
of p rep ara tio n  and inspection fo r th e  p a rticu la r coal 
they  a re  m ining. Some coals requ ire  little  p repara tion , 
o thers receive all th e  p rep ara tio n  a t  the  face, some are 
p repared  over p icking tables, and still o thers cleaned by 
various m echanical m ethods. W hen these facts  a re  
realized by th e  salesm an he can th e  m ore in telligently  
ca rry  on a conversation w ith  possible consum ers.

The com panies w ith  w hich I am  associated have a 
s tan d a rd  p rep ara tio n  fo r the  p a r tic u la r  coal being 
m ined, and  i t  is the du ty  of each m ine superin tenden t 
to  p rep a re  the  coal each day to  th a t s tandard , and he is 
held responsib le fo r th e  resu lts.

In  o rder fu r th e r  to  sa tis fy  the  sales organization 
th a t  th e  coal is being m ined and p repared  to  th a t  s tan d ­
ard , an  inspecto r is sta tioned  a t  each m ine th a t  is of 
sufficient size to  ju s tify  th e  practice. I f  an  inspector 
finds one or m ore cars  of coal w hich have not been 
p rep ared  to  th e  s tan d a rd  previously determ ined, the 
coal in  th a t  ca r or g roup  of cars is re -p repared  or used 
fo r business w here a coal of th e  agreed s tan d ard  is 
n o t requ ired .

In  o rd e r th a t  the  inspection d epartm en t shall be 
absolu tely  unbiased  in  its  work, these  com panies have 
found i t  advisable to p u t th e  inspection departm ent 
d irec tly  u nder the  sales departm en t or u nder an  exec­
u tive  officer in  charge of no t only th e  m in ing  of coal, 
b u t its  sale and  d is trib u tio n , so th a t  th e re  will be no 
o rg an ic  connection betw een the  local o p era tin g  d ep a rt­
m en t a t  the  m ines and the  inspection of th e  coal.

A b str a c t  o f  a  p a p er  on “C oal S a le sm a n sh ip ” d e liv e r e d  a t  th e  
s e c t io n a l m e e t in g  o f  b itu m in o u s co a l s a le s ’ m a n a g e r s  d u r in g  th e  
n in th  a n n u a l m e e t in g  o f  th e  N a t io n a l C oal A sso c ia t io n , C h icago , 
J u n e  10.

One can readily  see how m uch m ore confident a sales­
m an will be in  discussing in telligently  a spot order or 
a contract, when he realizes th a t each ca r of coal is 
and m ust be p repared  to  the stan d ard  which has been 
fixed and is m ain ta ined  by his company.

The tim e spent by the  salesm an a t the m ines gives 
him  a d irec t idea of the  expenditures of capital needed 
to  produce a ton  of coal, so th a t  he is m ore able to  
explain in telligen tly  why a reasonable price m ust be 
obtained fo r th e  coal which he is to  sell th an  perhaps 
is paid fo r  o ther coals offered in com petition w here the  
question of value seems to be of little  concern.

M any operating  and sales organ izations have devel­
oped a real pride in the quality  of coal being produced 
and sold and, when the  individual salesm an is im bued 
w ith  th a t  sp ir i t  of pride in h is own p a rtic u la r  coal and 
company, it  is not a g re a t effort to pass th a t  feeling  to  
th e  consum er.

I n d i v i d u a l i z i n g  O n e ’s  P r o d u c t

I cannot th in k  of a m ore im p o rtan t phase of coal 
salesm anship th an  the  practice of indiv idualiz ing  and 
trade-m ark ing  a p a rticu la r coal, fo r  th is  unquestion­
ably takes even average-quality  coals out of th e  average 
class and pu ts  them  in position  to  com m and a b e tte r  
price th an  coals lacking th is  d istinction . E ng lish  coals 
a re  thus m arketed  perhaps to  a g re a te r  and m ore s a tis ­
facto ry  degree th an  those of any  coun try  in  th e  w orld. 
O utside of the  coal in d u stry  in th is  coun try  a re  m any 
concrete illu stra tio n s  of w ha t can be done by special­
izing and trad e -m ark in g  a product.

R epresentatives of sales o rgan izations m eeting  the  
public should be fam ilia r  no t only w ith  th e  m ethod of 
m ining  and s tan d ard  of p re p a ra tio n  of th e ir  coal, b u t 
should un d erstan d  also the  conditions p revailing  in  th e  
various com peting fields. T hus th ey  will be in  position  
to ca rry  on an  in te llig en t conversation  w ith  possible

Ralph Knode



consum ers and be helpful in  providing consum ers w ith  
in form ation  th at w ill prevent their  coal supply from  
b ein g  in any w ay em barrassed.

It is  not difficult to realize th at the salesm an who has  
fitted h im self in  th is  respect is  a much more welcome 
v isitor  at a consum er’s plant than one who is not so well 
fitted. Sales organizations should keep their  salesm en  
inform ed o f prevailing conditions in their  own and com ­
p etin g  fields by sem i-m onthly or m onthly m eetings.

The salesm an w ith  such knowledge is frequently in 
position  to  c larify  in the m inds of consum ers the 
erroneous opinions m any of them  have today w ith  
regard to the coal industry as a whole.

It does not seem  practical to provide that each mem ­
ber o f a sales organization m eeting the public should  
be a qualified com bustion engineer, but he unques­
tionably should have a general knowledge of how his 
particular coal w ill perform  and the purposes for which  
it  is best suited. M any organizations have individuals 
who have made a careful study of the consum ption of 
their  coal for special purposes, such as illum inating- 
gas m anufacturing, byproduct coking and other uses, 
w here m ost efficient results m ust be secured.

E very sales organization should have a com bustion  
engineer who can be helpful in dem onstrating the coal 
to the consumer, in m eeting com plaints that often  are 
not caused by the coal, but by the m ethods of com bus­
tion. To him, salesm en can subm it their troubles in  
th eir  daily contact w ith  consum ers.

Consolidations in the coal industry have been given  
much consideration during the past three years. They 
have been hailed as a solution o f the difficulties o f the  
coal business. The subject can in a general w ay be 
divided into tw o phases. F irst, consolidation of phys­
ical properties and second, consolidation of sales and 
distribution units. In an effort to accom plish the first 
phase in a proportion w orthy of consideration w e are 
faced w ith  tw o m ajor difficulties. The large capital 
required and the vast difference of opinion w hich ex ists  
w ith  regard to  the values of m ines.

E a s y  t o  C o n s o l id a t e  S e l l in g  F o r c e s

These two factors are, however, o f little  im portance 
w hen considering th e  consolidation o f sales and d is­
tr ib u tin g  units. The m ain fea tu re  necessary to  accom­
plish th is  purpose w hich unquestionably would be help­
fu l for the industry is  com plete agreem ent o f purpose 
by the parties involved. T here is Unquestionably real 
m erit to th is  form  of consolidation, but w e do not seem  
to  have reached the point o f action on the subject, as 
noth ing w orthy o f m ention has been accom plished up to 
th is  tim e. Therefore, m eanwhile, sales organizations  
w ill do well to adopt as their  slogan the rule “N o sale  
is  w orthy o f consideration unless the return represents 
a reasonable profit on the capital invested ,” from  the  
standpoint o f an average cost and reasonable investm ent.

Ju st as soon as the sales organizations in the indus­
try  d ispose o f th e ir  products, w ith  th eir  value in  mind, 
ju st  so soon w ill those com panies that have a cost that 
is  in general com petitive be able to  m arket th eir  prod­
ucts a t a price w hich w ill represent a reasonable return  
on the capital invested. The great m ajority  o f con­
sum ers do not w ish  to purchase th eir  coal below the  
actual cost o f  production o f m ines able to m eet com­
p etitive  conditions.

S ubstantia l consum ers have told m e th a t m any tim es, 
p articu larly  during the p ast tw o years, but th ey  add

that they deserve to be assured th a t th e ir  com petitors 
w ill not be able to  purchase like grades o f coal for  
sim ilar purposes at prices m ateria lly  low er than  they  
receive We cannot in  all fa irn ess  to the consum er  
expect him  to pay a reasonable price fo r  coal w hen he  
can at m aterially  lower prices, purchase approxim ately  
the same quality o f coal from  others.

I believe, therefore, th at the in d u stry  can go a long  
w ay toward im proving its  s itu ation , i f  salesm en are 
given proper tra in in g  and education b efore com ing in 
contact w ith  consum ers, so th at th ey  w ill be better able 
to understand w hy it  is uneconom ical, and in  fa c t  r id ic­
ulous, to dispose c f  the product o f the m ine w ithout
any regard to  value.

I have a h igh  regard for the sales organ ization  or 
individual salesm an th at has the courage to  say to a 
consum er that they  or he, as the case m ay be, cannot 
accept business at other than a reasonable p r ic e , when  
other sales organizations are perhaps doing a larger  
volume of business but w ith ou t regard to  value.

F oreign  Trade Increases O nly T em p orary
By H. N. Taylor

President, Sheridan-W yom ing Coal C o .,  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y

L ittle, i f  any, progress has been m ade in  increasing  
the quantity of coal exported during the p ast year, 
except during the past few  w eeks due en tire ly  to  the 
B ritish  strike. It is  y et too early to  s ta te  th e  real 
effect of th is  d isturbance in E ngland on our future  
foreign  coal trade. Som e coal w as brought into th is

country f r o m  
v a r i o u s  Eu­
ropean countries  
d u r i n g  t h e  
a n t h r a c i t e  
strike, but the 
i m p o r t a t i o n  
ceased w ith  the 
conclusion o f the 
strike, and was 
never large.

A m ong t h e  
subjects t h a t  
the f o r e i g n -  
trade com m ittee  
has stud ied  are 
t h e  A m erican  
m e r c h a n t  
m arine and the  
requirem ent that 
coal consigned  to 
Canada should  
have th e  fre ig h t  

prepaid. The sh ips o f th is  country are handicapped by  
arbitrary law s w hich ham per them  in com petition  w ith  
sh ips of foreign  countries. The A m erican  people need  
to be awakened to the fa c t th a t th ere  w ill be no real 
A m erican m erchant m arine u n til our sh ip s are perm it­
ted to m eet world com petition  on a m ore equal foo tin g .

The n egotia tion s as to the prepaym ent o f fr e ig h t  
charges on coal to Canada is  in  general m aking sa t is ­
factory  progress, but the m atter  is  not en tire ly  settled . 
E fforts are being  continued tow ard a com plete e lim ina­
tion  of th is  requirem ent.

R eport of fo re ign-trade  com m ittee o f  N a t i o n a l  C o a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
a t its  n in th  annual m eeting, Chicago, J u n e  9 . M r .  T a y l o r  i s  
chairm an of th is  com m ittee.
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C entralized Service-and- 
A ccid en t R eports: 

T heir A dvantages to the  
Coal O perator

B y  W . A . E lliso n
G eneral M anager, Southern H arlan  Coal Co., H arlan , Ky.

T H E  H A R L A N  CO UNTY Coal O perators’ A ssocia­
tion  a t its  office in  H arlan, Ky., has established  
a system  o f records to  accom plish the fo llow ing  

resu lts: F ir st, to be able to locate any em ployee and
to record h is indebtedness, i f  any, to h is  form er  
em ployer; Second, to  provide in form ation  regarding  
accidents show ing the nam e o f the injured employee, 
th e  date, cause and nature o f injury.

In our field, as no doubt in  others, the problem of 
how to  prevent overdrafts g ives m uch anxiety. T his  
w as especially  true during, and follow ing, the war 
period. A  scarcity  o f labor and a desire to increase  
output a t the m ines alw ays has a tendency to encour­
a ge the operator to take chances in the g iv in g  of credits 
to  h is  em ployees.

R eta il and w holesale businesses protect them selves 
through the m edium  o f credit associations or bureaus, 
but th e  coal m ine office and com m issary are at the m ercy  
o f the d ishonest em ployee. It w as thought, and it  has 
sin ce proved to  be true, th a t a Bureau sim ilar to a 
cred it associa tion  could be conducted by the association  
for the protection  o f its  m em bers. Consequently the  
association  installed  a card-index system  show ing  
the nam e o f the m an employed, the 
m ine at w hich he worked and the date 
on w hich he le ft  the service, together, 
w ith  h is  indebtedness on leaving, i f  
any.

Each operating com pany m akes a 
w eekly report to th e  association , g iv ­
in g  th is  in form ation  w hich is  tran ­
scribed to 4x6-in . cards, and w hich  
are filed alphabetically  in  a desk filing  
cabinet according to  th e  nam es o f the  
em ployees.

I f  an em ployee leaves “Company A ” 
ow ing th a t com pany, say  $50, and is  
em ployed by “ Company B ,” the serv­
ice record form  o f “Company A ” 
w ould show  th e  date o f  the em ployee 
leav in g  its  serv ice and a sim ilar form  
o f “Com pany B ” w ould show  w hen he 
entered th e  em ploym ent o f th a t com ­
pany.

W hen th is  happens, the association  
office, on receip t o f the serv ice  record  
report, from  “Company B ” sends to  
“Com pany A ” a form  reading as fo l­
low s: “Mr. X  w ho le f t  your service
A pril 1, 1926, ow ing you $50 is  now
em ployed by ‘Com pany B ’ a t -----------,
K y.” The fu n ction  o f the asso-

A rtic le  en titled  “C entralized A ccident R e­
p o rts— T heir A dvan tages and  B enefits” p re ­
sen ted  a t  th e  n in th  an n u a l convention of the 
N ationa l Coal A ssociation, Chicago, Ju n e  10.
Mr. E llison is p residen t of the H a rlan  County 
C oal O perato rs’ A ssociation.

W. A. Ellison

ciation  ceases w ith  the transm ission  o f th is  inform ation. 
The collection o f the debt is  le ft  to the creditor company.

This method has reduced losses by overdraft to  a 
m inim um . There are, however, no attem pts made on the  
part o f the association to ascertain the am ount of m oney  

collected, and it  has no w ay o f d iscov­
ering how much “Company B ” has 
saved by know ing in advance th at the  
man new ly hired is  a “debtor em ­
ployee,” but it is  natural to suppose 
that caution w ill be taken in extend­
ing credit to  him .

D uring the la tter part o f 1925, a 
safety-first m eeting  w as held in  our 
field, at w hich m eeting  several insur­
ance carriers w ere on the program . 
They explained th a t the h igh  cost o f  
com pensation insurance appeared to be 
due to  the large num ber o f m alinger­
ers. Lack o f a clearing house seem ed  
to be the reason for th is  situ ation  
as w ell as for other conditions th a t  
resulted in h igh  com pensation costs.

The only inform ation  any m ine had  
o f accidents and th eir  causes w as in c 
experience supplied by th a t m ine 
alone, so the association  devised a 
system  o f reporting accidents and 
recording them , w hich, though it  has 
been in effect only sin ce Jan. 1 o f  
th is  year, has m ateria lly  im proved  
conditions already.

The operators belonging to  the  
association  are requested to  send it  
a copy o f the accident report w hich  
they m ake to th e  com pensation board. 
These reports, w hen received, are  
classified, both as to the cause of the

Table 1—Causes of Accidents
As reported to Harlan 

County Coal Operators’ Asso­
ciation.
Slate or roof falls 
Coal from face 
Mining machines 
Cars, tools, etc., at working 

face
Handling explosives 
Explosions 
Timbering, inside 
Haulage, to employees thus 

engaged 
Haulage, miscellaneous 
Wrecks
Replacing or re-railing cars 
Track, construction or upkeep 
Wiring, bonding, etc. 
Miscellaneous, inside, not 

otherwise specified 
Knucklemen 
Inclined planes 
Tipplemen
Handling railroad cars 
Timbermen, woodsmen out­

side.
Shop, repairs to tools, cars 

etc.
Carpenters, outside 
Handling live stock outside 
Foremen, office men, store­

men, etc.
Miscellaneous, outside, not 

otherwise specified 
Total this month 
Total last month
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accident and the nature of the injury.
The causes are classified as in Table 
I and the in juries in  Table II.

A report is  made by the association  
show ing the various causes of the  
accidents for the month, together  
w ith  the nature of the injury. In 
addition to th is , a bulletin is issued  
each m onth, show ing the nam es of the 
various em ployees who for any cause 
have been injured in the previous 
month, also the total number o f tim es 
injured is carried forward for each 
employee.

The bulletins are posted at the vari­
ous operations, one at the m ine mouth, 
one on the tipple and one on the bul­
letin  board at the m ine office. These 
bulletins show each month, in addition  
to the name of the injured party, the 
number of tons of coal m ined in the 
field per accident. A plea is made in 
the bulletin that th is  record be im ­
proved from  month to month. The 
publicity g iven to the men injured has 
a telling  effect on all employees.

W ith the record thus installed in 
the office, each mine in the field is 
rated according to the tons mined per 
accident, and a circular is sent to each 
m ine m onthly show ing how its  ton­
nage per accident compares w ith  that 
of other m ines in the same field. Fatal 
accidents at any m ine place it  autom atically at the  
bottom of the list. The officials of the various m ines 
try  to get near the top of the list and stay  there.

R esearch the Life B lood o f  
C om m ercial Progress

By W alter B arnum
President, Pacific Coast Co., New York City

SEV ER A L M ONTHS ago an article appeared in the  
M embership B ulletin  of the N ational Coal A ssocia­

tion, which quoted Dr. 0 .  P. Hood, C hief of the Fuels 
D ivision  of the U. S. Bureau of M ines as fo llo w s: “The 
hope of the coal industry lies in the fields o f research  
and invention.” I w as pleased to note th is  comment 
on Dr. Hood’s statem ent in an editorial in the W est V i r ­
ginian. “N oth ing truer has been said about the coal 
industry in  years, but the im portance of the rem ark  
lies in  the im pression it  has made upon the national 
organization of coal producers. It is go ing  to take a lot 
o f pressure to make the coal m en o f th is  country take  
an in terest in  the possib ilities of research and it  
would be a hopeless undertaking i f  the coal m en’s 
organization w ere not sym pathetic.”

In replying to th is  newspaper, I think I can sa fe ly  
speak for the m em bers of the N ational w hen I say  
that the operators’ association  is  sym pathetic tow ards 
research. I pledge m y personal efforts to press the 
cause o f research in every possible direction. I hold

E xcerp t from  an  address on “R esearch and Its  V alue to the 
Coal In dustry " delivered a t  the n in th  annual convention of the 
N ational Coal Association, Chicago, 111., June 9. Mr. B arnum , 
now president, w as then chairm an of the research  committee.

W hen the accident reports are re­
ceived by the association , proper rec­
ords are made according to the cla ssi­
fications m entioned and the nam e of 
the injured person, the date o f the 
accident, the m ine at w hich it  occurred  
and a brief description  of the cause 
and nature are card-indexed in  the  
service record. T his en try  is  m ade on 
a card 4x6 in. and o f a color d ifferent 
from  that of the card previously  de­
scribed. The service record o f the  
man is also tran sferred  to th is  card,, 
w hich is regarded as the perm anent 
record.

A fter  accidents have been recorded, 
should the injured em ployee m ove to. 
another m ine in  the field, h is accident 
record follow s him  on a form  as fo l­
low s :

“Mr. X  whom you have recently em­
ployed w as injured at M ine N o. ■—
on --------------------- . Cause o f accident
w as ---------------------  and nature o f in ­
jury  w as   .”

T his in form ation  acquaints the new  
em ployer w ith  evidence o f the care or 
carelessness of the new  em ployee and 
has been helpful in estab lish in g  the  
m alingerer. To illustrate its  effective­
ness, it  uncovered one case w here a  
man had been paid com pensation for  
a double hernia  on three different oc­

casions. Only the h igh  spots o f the system  have been 
covered in th is  paper but it  should be added th at the 
m embers have found it  m ost helpful.

to the creed th at the price o f progress is  research. 
Ju st as soon as the ranks of the N ational are augm ented  
by a sufficient number o f non-m em ber coal producers 
who owe it  to their  industry to contribute financial 
support to th is  organization  o f the industry, it  w ill be 
possible for us to pay the price o f progress, whereupon  
w e shall enjoy progress. In the m eantim e, how ever, w e  
w ill do as much m issionary  work as possib le and  
co-ordinate a c tiv itie s  o f eng in eerin g  societies and others 
em ployed in research as effectively  as m eans perm it.

On th is  point perm it me to quote from  the prelim ­
inary program  of your R esearch C om m ittee, prepared  
last w inter. “The C om m ittee has determ ined upon a 
policy w hich contem plates in  the beg in n in g  at least no 
original research work as th a t word is usually  under­
stood, but on the other hand, the c losest possib le con­
tact w ith  and first-hand study o f the work o f the  
num erous research bodies, private, in stitu tion a l and 
corporate, w hose work is in any w ay related to coal, to  
the end that it  m ay collect in perm anent form  know l­
edge and in form ation  to be used (1 ) fo r  the library,
(2 ) for d istribution  to the m em bers o f the N ational 
Coal A ssociation , and (3 ) for d istrib u tion  to the users  
of coal and the public generally.

Thus th e  C om m ittee w ill keep producers inform ed
O-1 w hat consum ers are developing, so th a t the producers 
can realize all the opportunities and p ossib ilities  in 
their respective terr itories. The C om m ittee w ill be 
a clearing house o f practical and p rogressive in form a­
tion, serving both producers and consum ers.”

Table II—Nature of Injury
As reported to Harlan 

County Coal Operators’ Asso­
ciation.
Fatal
Arms, contused, lacerated, 

etc.
Arms, fractured, broken, etc.
Back and hip fractures
Back strained
Bad air or gas
Body, external injuries to
Body, internal injuries to
Ear
Eye
Fingers mashed, cut and 

broken 
Fingers amputated 
Feet and toes, minor injuries 

to
Feet and toes, fractured, 

broken, etc.
Feet and toes amputated 
Hand injuries to 
Hands amputated 
Head, major injuries to, 

fractures, concussions 
Head, minor injuries to, con­

tusion, lacerations, burns 
Hernia
Legs, contused, lacerated 
Legs, fractured, broken, etc. 
Mouth, jaws, and teeth 
Neck and throat 
Total for this month 
Total for last month
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News 
Of the Industry

Court R efuses Injunction Sought to 
E nforce U nion W age A greem ent

W ith M ines in  Scott’s Run Field
The United Mine Workers was un­

successful in its first effort to use in­
junctions to prevent non-union opera­
tion of coal mines covered by a union 
wage agreement. Judge I. Grant 
Lazelle in the Monongalia County Cir­
cuit Court at Morgantown, W. Va., on 
June 9, refused a restraining order 
sought by members of the union against 
four companies operating in the Scott’s 
Run coal field, which he had been asked 
to enjoin from operating at wages 
lower than the union scale, from em­
ploying men not members of the union 
and from ousting union members from 
company houses.

Saying not only that contracts ought 
to be enforced if enforceable, but that 
labor unions should be granted injunc­
tion, in proper cases, as quickly if  not 
quicker than other parties, Judge 
Lazelle, however, ruled he could not 
consider the one in question an enforce­
able contract.

Finds Baltimore Pact Obscure
The so-called Baltimore agreement 

between the union and the Monongahela 
Coal Association he declared to be one 
of the most difficult to understand that 
he had ever seen, but his principal 
point was that it could not bind the 
four companies defendants in this case 
because although he had little doubt 
that some of the signers for the opera­
tors were connected with these com­
panies, there was nothing from which 
he could take judicial notice of that 
fact.

Reading the signatures of the scale 
committees, including those of Stephen 
Arkwright and Samuel Pursglove, he 
pointed out that it was not signed by 
the Monongahela Coal Association or by 
the Cleveland & Morgantown Coal Co., 
the Pursglove Coal Mining Co., the 
Arkwright Coal Co., the Connellsville 
By-Product Coal Co., the four defend­
ants, nor by the United Mine Workers 
as corporations or organizations.

The agreement, he said, purported to 
.be between the membership of the 
union and the membership of the coal 
association and the membership does 
not constitute such an entity that it 
can contract and be contracted with.

In regard to the employment ot non­
union men the Court said he believed 
that i f  the contract were not too broad, 
so that it would cover the entire coal 
business, and if  it were for a proper 
consideration, one could be made pro­

vided it could be carried out. The time 
has not come, he said, when a few men 
can sit down at a table and sell the 
labor of thousands without their con­
sent and compel them to work. He 
added that he did not believe such was 
the purpose of the organization, but 
that a man has the right to quit just 
as he has the right to start work and 
that, if a better opportunity offered, he 
had the right to go there, which could 
not be taken from him by a court or by 
anybody else.

The Court said the third phase of the 
injunction petition, eviction of the 
miners from company houses, included 
no allegation that there was not an 
adequate remedy at law for any griev­
ance of this sort, although if  there had 
been a violation of contract he conceded 
obtaining of damages might not be an 
adequate remedy.

Judge Lazelle expressed the belief 
that the renting of houses to the miners 
by the operating companies was a 
separate contract, though it was true 
they could not work without the houses.

The four defendant companies closed 
down the mines as union operations and 
shortly afterward reopened them, offer­
ing a scale of wages substantially the 
same as the 1917 scale. All are now 
operating on a non-union basis, 
although union officials assert that their 
output has been much curtailed. The 
union men, defendants in many injunc­
tion cases, including several granted 
by Judge Lazelle, asked injunctions 
against the companies, charging they 
had violated a contract in ignoring the 
terms of the Baltimore agreement.

It had generally been expected that, 
whatever the decision in the Circuit 
Court, the case would be appealed to 
the Supreme Court. After the decision 
was announced, union counsel went into 
consultation without making an an­
nouncement as to their next move.

B i g  A d v a n c e  in  E f f i c i e n c y  

O f  A m e r i c a n  I n d u s t r y

Increased manufacturing effi­
ciency of American industry since 
pre-war days is strikingly evidenced 
by figures recently issued by the 
National Industrial Conference 
Board, New York. The volume of 
production in 1923, according to an 
analysis of industrial productivity 
in the United States made by the 
Board, was 33 per cent greater per 
wage earner than it  had been in 
1914, and required 25 per cent less 
labor, 13 per cent less power, 17 
per cent less management person­
nel per unit of production, and 7 
per cent less actual working time 
per man.

The explanation of our increased 
industrial productivity, according 
to the Conference Board’s study, is 
largely to be found in the greater 
application of power, more inten­
sive mechanization and increased 
managerial efficiency. In 1923, 16 
per cent more primary installed 
power was back of each worker in 
American factories than in 1914, 
correspondingly increasing his pro­
ductive capacity and making possi­
ble the higher wage level. Labor 
cost per wage earner per month in 
1923 was 36 per cent greater than  
it had been in 1914, against a pro­
duction increase of 33 per cent, 
and although 25 per cent less labor 
was required per unit of produc­
tion in 1923 than in 1914, the total 
amount of wages paid for an equal 
’amount of production was still 
nearly 2 per cent higher. The cost 
fcf management, on the other hand, 
or the total of salaries paid to 
management personnel, decreased 
12 per cent from 1914 to 1923 per 
unit of production.

Rescue Men in Get-together.—The
Smoke Eaters’ Association, composed 
of mine-rescue men of W est Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and adjoining states, will 
meet in the Hotel Morgan, Morgan­
town, W. Va., on June 19, beginning at 
1:30 p.m. A banquet will be one of the 
features.

The W est Virginia Mining Institute 
will hold its summer meeting July 13 
and 14 at Bluefield, W. Va.

P i n e v i l l e ,  K y . ,  S o o n  t o  H a v e  
M in e  R e s c u e  S t a t io n

A mine rescue station with a mine 
rescue car and a trained force of opera­
tives will be established at Pineville. 
Ky., within a week, according to a 
telegram from Congressman J. M. 
Robsion. The matter of establishing a 
mine rescue station there has been 
under advisement for some time.

The Bureau of Mines has agreed to 
open the new station so that the car 
and equipment can be used throughout 
the Harlan and Bell coal fields, it was 
said. The car and equipment for this 
field will be sent from Columbus, Ohio.
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L it t l e  O p t im is m  a t  M e e t in g  
O f  S o u t h w e s t  O p e r a t o r s

Members of the Southwestern Inter­
state Coal Operators’ Association met 
in the offices of the association, Keith 
& Perry Building, Kansas City, Mo., 
June 7 and 8, made four changes in the 
list of officers of the organization, 
unanimously agreed that business was 
“rotten,” and adjourned. It was the 
twenty-third annual convention of the 
association.

The one optimistic note in the annual 
report of W. L. A. Johnson, general 
commissioner, concerned the efficacy of 
the Interstate Joint Commission, con­
sisting of Mr. Johnson for the oper­
ators and John P. White, formerly in­
ternational president of the United 
Workers, for the miners, in settling 
disputes with employees.

Its success not only in the immediate 
adjustment of disputes referred to it 
but in establishing precedents in the 
interpretation of the contract by which 
subsequent misunderstandings of a sim­
ilar nature may be avoided is evident 
in the steadily decreasing number of 
disputes reported.

Figures quoted in the commissioner’s 
report showed that the production in 
the four states of the Southwestern 
district, which in 1918 was 20,470,493 
tons, had dropped to 10,511,000 in 1924, 
and to 10,248,000 in 1925. Of the 1924 
production, 6,340,279 tons was produced 
by members of the Southwestern In­
terstate Coal Operators’ Association, 
paying the union scale. Of the 1925 
production, only 5,352,817 was from  
that source.

Officers elected for the coming year 
are as follows: President, George J. L. 
Wulff, St. Louis, Mo.; vice-president at 
large, John A. Sargent, Kansas City, 
Mo.; vice-president for Kansas, Frank 
Thomas, Pittsburg; vice-president for 
Arkansas, Robert Boyd, Huntington; 
vice-president for Oklahoma, William 
Harkes, Kansas City, Mo.; vice-presi­
dent for Missouri, A. E. Marriott, 
Moberly, Mo.; secretary, C. H. Mark­
ham, Kansas City, Mo.; treasurer and 
assistant secretary, George Manuel, 
Kansas City, Mo.; general commis­
sioner, W. L. A. Johnson, Kansas 
City, Mo.

N o r f o l k  &  W e s t e r n  C u ts  R a t e  
T o  C in c in n a t i

The long sought reduction on coal 
freight rates has finally been granted 
by the Norfolk & Western Ry., which 
recently announced a cut of 10c. a ton 
on coal shipped to Cincinnati and Cin­
cinnati switching points. Effective 
Sept. 1 next, the new rates on coal from 
the Tug River and Pocahontas fields 
will be $1.89 per ton and the Thacker 
and Williamson fields will be given a 
rate of $1.79 a ton.

Efforts to obtain this reduction in 
rates have been going on for several 
years and the operators feel that they 
are now on an equal footing with the 
western and southern Kentucky fields 
served by the Louisville & Nashville Ry. 
Prior to granting of the new rate West 
Virginia operators said that they were 
unable to compete on a parity with the 
Kentucky fields in the Cincinnati dis­
trict.

I l l i n o i s  I n s t i t u t e  t o  H o ld  
F o u r - D a y  M e e t in g

The Illinois Mining Institute will 
hold its annual meeting aboard the 
steamer “Cape Girardeau,” which will 
make a 450-mile trip from St. Louis, 
Mo., to Nauvoo, 111., and return, lasting 
from June 24 to 27. Besides the scenic 
attractions an interesting program has 
been arranged. Six business sessions 
will be held on June 25 and 26, includ­
ing the following papers:

Opening address by F. G. Lewis, 
president of the Institute, followed by 
Frank Farrington, president, District 
12, United Mine Workers; “Freight 
Rates on Competitive Coals,” W. Y. 
Wildman, Illinois Coal Traffic Bureau; 
“The Geological Story of the M issis­
sippi Valley Above St. Louis,” Dr. M. 
M. Leighton, chief, Illinois State Geo­
logical Survey; “Sealing Fires in 
Gaseous Mines,” John T. Ryan, Mine 
Safety Appliances Co.; “Open-Pit Coal 
Mining,” Chas. Gottschalk, consulting 
engineer; “Predominating Hazards in 
Coal Mines and Their Remedy,” H. T. 
Bannister, safety inspector, Madison 
Coal Corp.; “Safety Practices in a 
Southeast Missouri Lead Mine,” J. H. 
Steinmesch, superintendent, Desloge 
Consolidated Lead Co.; “Cleaning and 
Preparation of Mechanically Loaded 
Coal,” F. F. Jorgensen, general super­
intendent, Superior Coal Co.

M e r g e r  o f  4 1  M id w e s t  M in e s  
R e p o r t e d  U n d e r  W a y

Negotiations for the merger of forty- 
one Illinois and Indiana coal mines are 
under way, according to advices from 
Pinckneyville, 111. Capital stock of 
$5,000,000 and a $17,000,000 bond issue 
is said to be contemplated. Twenty- 
four mines in Illinois and seventeen in 
Indiana are said to be involved in the 
big deal.

The report gained strength following 
the sale on June 8 of three coal mines 
and 3,000 acres of coal land owned by 
the Southern Gem Coal Corporation and 
$145,000 of bonds of the Wabash, 
Chester & Western R.R. owned by the 
coal corporation to W. A. Brewerton, 
wealthy mine operator of Chicago. 
The price bid for the Southern Gem 
holdings was $60,000 subject to taxes 
and other liens. The purchasers are 
said to contemplate the purchase of the 
remaining $455,000 bonds of the rail­
road outstanding.

Coal properties mentioned in connec­
tion with the reports of the big deal 
include the O’Gara Coal Co., Greene 
County, Illinois; John A. Logan Coal 
Co. and Franklin County Coal Co.,
Franklin County; several mines of
Southern Gem Coal Corporation in 
Jefferson County, Perry County and
Franklin County; Chicago Fuel Go.
mines in Perry and Jackson counties, 
and several mines operated by W. A. 
Brewerton in Sangamon County.

B u r n i n g  S h a f t  o f  E b b w  V a le  
M in e  S t i l l  S e a le d

Since May 12, when fire was dis­
covered at 11 p.m., the Ebbw Vale Coal 
Co.’s mine at Sullivan, Ind., has been 
burning. A 3-ft. clay-and-sand seal lies 
over the mouth of the shaft, this hav­
ing been placed on the shaft head fo l­
lowing the fire. This fire is believed 
to have originated in the locomotive 
charging station about 40 ft. from the 
bottom of the shaft. Thence it spread 
to the main shaft feeding on the wooden 
lining and buntons.

Three men were in the mine when 
the fire was discovered but could make

no headway in fighting the blaze. Be­
fore the seal was completed the flame 
had traveled to the top of the 250-ft. 
shaft, and one cage which stood at the 
ground landing was “white hot” when 
the rope parted and let it drop. Arrows 
on the illustration point to the points 
where the steel warped and the guides 
were charred.

The Ebbw Vale mine is a new devel­
opment. The first coal was hoisted 
in the winter of 1922-23. Production 
has been at the rate of 2,000 to 2,500 
tons per day. The mine is gaseous. 
There is considerable speculation as to 
the fate of the mine because it is said 
that the wood-lined shaft penetrates a 
thick bed of quicksand.

Ebbw Vale Coal Co.’s Shaft After Sealing A gainst Fire

w a t r b ? r c e d hi r t h 7 e hee d ! r e c t io i s te n S e  h 6 a t  ^  b<?nt t h e  b r a c i n g  g i r d e r s ' T h i s  h e a d f r a m e
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A crim onious D ebates Mark M eetings 
O f British M iners and Operators; 

Charge Falsity in O wners’ Figure?
Despite the hopeful indications re­

corded last week the coal operators and 
mine workers of Great Britain appear 
as far apart as ever. In fact, the re­
lation between the two was rather 
envenomed than improved by the pour­
parlers of June 8, which are reported to 
have been acrimonious. The miners not 
only declined to budge an inch from 
their position not to work longer hours 
or to accept less pay but denied the 
facts submitted by the operators as to 
economic ability of the industry to pay 
the present wages; even declaring that 
the figures were falsified.

Evan Williams, C. B. Crawshaw, Sir 
Adam Nimmo and W. A. Lee repre­
sented the operators and Herbert Smith,
A. J. Cook, W. P. Richardson and T. 
Richards spoke for the miners. The 
latter wanted a voice in the setting of 
coal prices and suggested a joint ar­
rangement for the creation of a joint 
selling agency to regulate the price of 
coal to domestic users. The miners pro­
posed that a subsidy be given by the 
government to enable the mine owners 
to enter the foreign market, recognizing 
that prices could not be raised arbi­
trarily in foreign countries as they 
were determined they should be in 
Great Britain.

“Make some consumers pay more for 
coal,” said Mr. Cook and his coadjutors, 
“so that the miners’ status can be main­
tained. Charge more or obtain a sub­
sidy for the export of coal or sell to 
foreign competitors just what you can. 
Let the miners join with the operators 
in establishing a coal monopoly.”

Show Price of Reorganization
In vain the operators pointed out that 

a reorganization of the industry would 
close 50 per cent of the mines and per­
manently dispossess of employment
500,000 miners. In vain they protested 
that higher prices for coal would put 
the British manufacturer who had to 
pay the price at a disadvantage which 
he could not overcome in selling his 
product in Europe. In vain they de­
clared that a ton of steel in its manu­
facture required four tons of coal and 
that therefore the cost of coal was an 
important item in the market price 
of that product. Discussing the con­
ference, A. J. Cook for the miners said: 

“The coal owners at yesterday’s m eet­
ing declared the only terms they would 
consider included an eight-hour day and 
the 1921 wage agreement. This would 
mean a reduction of 13J per cent from 
the national minimum. Failing this, 
they said wages would have to be based 
upon the capacity of the various dis­
tricts to pay, which would mean that in 
some districts they would be lower 
than the 1921 agreement.

“All suggestions of reorganization 
of the selling agencies and the shutting 
up of uneconomic pits they treated with 
the utm ost contempt, stating there was 
nothing in them.”

Much condemnation has fallen on the 
mine workers because of their accept­
ance of Russian contributions. Said

Lord Birkenhead June 9 at the British 
Imperial Conference:

“The moneys received by the British 
miners do not come from the Russian 
miners, but officially from the Soviet 
Government, whose intentions, openly 
avowed, are to foment revolution in 
this country.

“We are furnished by the miners’ 
leaders with the suggestion that a 
higher price for coal should be charged 
to the domestic consumer than to the 
foreigner. It appears never to have 
struck them that if  you charge a higher 
rate for coal to our manufacturers than 
that paid by foreign manufacturers you 
will deal one fatal and final blow to 
every industry except their own.

“And this higher price is to be paid 
in the interests of men working shorter 
hours and receiving higher wages than 
any others in the world except those in 
America. It is too ridiculous.

“Mr. Cook, who once described him­
self as a humble disciple of Lenin, and 
recently ‘thanked God for Russia,’ has 
explained that £400,000 is being re­
ceived ‘from comrades in Russian mines 
to support the dependents of their Eng­
lish colleagues.’

“This confession has revived, if  it 
ever flagged, our faith in our common 
human nature. It is indeed a touching 
reflection on the miners of Russia, who 
have to work ten hours a day so that 
their British colleagues may work seven 
and subscribe a portion of their wages 
of 25s. a week so that their British com­
rades may get 40s.

“Prominent representatives of the 
Soviet openly boasted that they at­
tempted to assist the general strike 
here, and it has been claimed by per­
sons speaking in Moscow that the 
money sejit to the miners here is being 
paid officially not by the Russian min­
ers but by the Russian Government.

See Revolutionary Motive
“Therefore it becomes necessary to 

ask from what motive these moneys 
have been advanced which have led 
Cook to ‘thank God for Russia.’ They 
are undoubtedly sent to encourage revo­
lution in this country. The government 
has not yet had time to deal with the 
latter, but it will eventually make time 
to deal with it.”

Colonel Lane-Fox, answering a ques­
tion in Parliament, stated that Russian 
miners work from eight to ten hours 
daily to get the equivalent of a $6.50 
average weekly wage. The conclusion 
is that they are incapable of making a 
sacrifice for their British comrades and, 
if  capable, it would be hypocritical, for 
their own condition is much worse.

Government intervention in the coal 
strike is thought by some to be prob­
able. Meantime some of the miners 
show a more reasonable spirit, and A. 
J. Cook has been trying to discipline 
them, but has found the miners’ execu­
tive board deemed it best to leave the 
matter to the Miners’ Federation. The 
men whose action has angered Mr. Cook 
are Frank Hodges and F. B. Varley.

M e r r y w e a t h e r  N a m e d  t o  H e a d  
W h o l e s a l e  A s s o c ia t io n

G. H. Merryweather, Chicago, was 
elected president of the American 
Wholesale Coal Association at the 
closing session of the tenth annual con­
vention of that organization held at 
the Hotel Secor, Toledo, Ohio, June 7-9. 
Leonard F. Leighton, Boston, Mass. 
succeeds Mr. Merryweather as vice- 
president of the organization. Roscoe 
B. Starek, Chicago, was re-elected 
secretary-treasurer.

The directors named were E. H. 
Hemingway, Hartford, Conn.; J. W. 
Dykstra, Detroit, Mich.; B. H. Read. 
Baltimore, Md.; W. N. Clark, Omaha 
Neb.; F. H. Hoag, Buffalo, N. Y.; G. N. 
Snider, New York City; R. M. Buck. 
Watertown, N. Y.; Fred Legg, Cincin­
nati, Ohio; John M. Taylor, Columbus, 
Ohio; Arthur Kuppinger, Philadelphia. 
Pa.; Warren Bixler, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
W. J. Prescott, Memphis, Tenn.; S. L. 
Platka, Burlington, V t.; E. S. Simpson, 
Richmond, Va.; W. C. Maas, Milwaukee, 
Wis.; C. C. McGill, Toronto, Ont.; G. W. 
Harsh, Toledo, Ohio, and H. E. North- 
rup, Troy, N. Y.

The association formally reiterated 
its opposition to federal control as un­
necessary, inadvisable and a contradic­
tion of the principle of less government 
in business.

I n d u s t r ia l  C o a l  S t o c k s  F a l l  
T o  3 6 , 8 7 6 , 0 0 0  T o n s

Coal stocks in the hands of industrial 
consumers on May 1 totaled 36,876,000 
tons, a considerably lower figure than 
that shown for April 1, according to the 
National Association of Purchasing 
Agents. Conservative retrenchment 
has principally caused this depletion of 
supply on hand. The fact that only 
twenty-six days’ supply was the esti­
mated amount of stocks on hand at the 
end of April indicates the result of the 
above policy. Industrial coal consump­
tion for the month of April is estimated 
at 39,048,000 tons.

Production in the bituminous fields 
fell off over six million tons during 
April, the total for the month being
40,079,000 net tons. Unusual weather 
conditions maintain the anthracite pro­
duction rate, a 7,929,000 tonnage show­
ing a decrease of approximately 300,000 
tons from last month’s figure.

The coke industry slowed up slightly  
on production during April, the by­
product plants operating at 91 per cent 
of their capacity, producing 3,602,000 
tons. The beehive ovens produced 981,- 
000 net tons, 15 per cent less than the 
figure for March.

Comparative Estim ates of Output, 
Consumption and Stocks

( I n  T h o u s a n d s  o f T o n s )
In d u s t r i a l  O n  H a n d  in  

O u tp u t  C o n s u m p tio n  In d u s tr ie s  
D e c e m b e r  55,281 39 ,040  67 ,433
•Ja n u a ry  52 ,328  41 ,892  68 ,399
F e b r u a r y  48 ,654  43 ,747  66 ,190
M a rc h  54 ,038 46 ,313  60 ,014
A m il  48 ,008  39 ,048  49 ,150
M a y      36 ,876

Days’ Supply on Hand May 1
In Selected Industries

S te e l p l a n t s ................................................................................  20
E le c t r ic  u t i l i t ie s  a n d  co a l-g a s  p l a n t s ............................. 48
B y p ro d u c t  co k e  p l a n t s ........................................................  15
R a i l r o a d s ....................................................................................  24
O th e r  in d u s t r i e s ....................................................................... 18
C a n a d a .........................................................................................  60
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H ow  Coal P rod uced  in  
A nd Im ported  Into the 

U nited  States Is U sed
The sources of coal used in the United 

States are well covered by statistics re­
lating to the quantity of coal produced 
in various territorial subdivisions of 
of this country The question “Where 
does the coal go?” cannot be so readily 
answered by statistical material be­
cause of difficulty in tracing coal 
through the numerous channels of dis­
tribution and consumption, which offer 
many chances for misstatement and

B a l a n c e  S h e e t  f o r  C o a l ,  1 9 2 3

Anthracite (a)
Coal to Be Accounted Fo r

N e t  T o n s

P r o d u c t io n ................................................................  ^ ' l î K 'ü n n
I m p o r t s .......................................................................  300,000

93.639.000
L ess  e x p o r t s ........................................................  5 ,090,000

88.549.000
L ess  in c re a se  in  s to c k s  d u r in g  y e a r   1,635,000

B a la n c e — U n ite d  S ta te s  c o n s u m p tio n  86 ,914,000

Distribution of United States 
Consumption

P e r  C e n t 
N e t  T o n s  o f T o ta l 

P o w e r  a n d  h e a t  a t  coa l m in e s (6) 8 ,018,000 9 .2
R a i lro a d s ........................................... 4 ,578 ,000 5 .3
A rtif ic ia l g a s  p la n ts .....................  1,101,000 1 .3
E le c tr ic  u tilit ie s , in c lu d in g

e lec tr ic  ra i lw a y s ................  2 ,273,000 2 .6
D o m e s tic  tr a d e (d o m e s tic  sizes

n o t  in c lu d ed  e lse w h e re ) . . . .  52,344,000 60 . 2
S te a m  t r a d e  (s te a m  sizes n o t  

in c lu d ed  e lse w h ere  fo r h e a t­
in g  a n d  in d u s tr ia l  u s e )   18,600,000 2 1 .4

T o t a l ..............................................  86 ,914 ,000  100 .0

Bituminous (a)
Coal to Be Accounted Fo r

N e t  T o n s
P r o d u c t io n .....................................  564 ,565,000
I m p o r t s ............................................. 1,882,000

566 ,447,000
L ess  e x p o r t s .............................. 21 ,447,000

545 ,000,000
L ess  in c re a se  in  s to c k s  d u r in g  y e a r . . .  26 ,000,000

B a la n c e — U n ite d  S ta te s  c o n s u m p tio n  519,000,000

Distribution of United States 
Consumption

P e r  C e n t 
N e t  T o n s  of T o ta l  

P o w e r  a n d  h e a t  a t  co a l m in es . 8 ,765,000 1. 7
M in e s  a n d  q u a r r ie s , o th e r  th a n

c o a l...........................    4 ,190,000 .8
R a i lr o a d s ........................................... 155,795,000 3 0 .0
P u b lic  U til itie s :

E le c t r ic ,  in c lu d in g  e lec tric
ra i lw a y s ........................................  36 ,800,000 7. 1

G a s ........................................................ 5 ,150,000 1 .0
B ee h iv e  coke  p la n ts ..................... 30 ,085,000 5 .8
B y p r o d u c t  co k e  p l a n t s   54 ,280,000 1 0 .4
B u n k e rs :

F o r e ig n .......................................... 5 ,095,000 1 .0
C o a s tw ise  a n d  L a k e  t r a d e . .  2 ,940,000 . 6

I r o n  a n d  s te e l w o rk s, n o t  in ­
c lu d in g  co a l fo r  c o k e (c ) . . . .  30 ,220 ,000  5 .8

G e n e ra l  in d u s t r i a l  a n d  o th e r
u n sp ec ified  u s e s ........................  119,280,000 2 3 .0

D o m e s tic  c o n s u m e r s ...................  66 ,400,000 1 2 .8

T o t a l ............................................... 519 ,000 ,000  100 .0
(a)  F ig u re s  a re  in  p a r t  e s tim a te s  b a se d  o n  in fo rm a ­

t io n  c o n ta in e d  in  B u re a u  of F o re ig n  a n d  D o m estic  
C o m m e rc e , C e n su s , a n d  I n t e r s t a t e  C o m m e rc e  re ­
p o r ts . (b) In c lu d e s  167,000 to n s , o r  0 .2  p e r  c e n t of 
co a l u sed  a t  m in e s  a n d  q u a r r ie s  o th e r  th a n  coal 
m in es , (c) In c lu d e s  b la s t  fu rn a c e s , s te e l w o rk s  a n d  
ro ll in g  m ills .

error. Therefore, distribution statistics 
are not so often compiled. Many fac­
tors influence the movement of coal to 
the ultimate consumer. Besides the 
vagaries of weather, and customs and

U . S .  C o a l  M i n e r ’s O u t p u t  

T o p s  A l l  O t h e r s

The American coal miner pro­
duces almost three times as much 
per man as a worker in the 
mines of any of the other leading 
coal countries, according to the 
U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
which has made an analysis of the 
recent report of the British Coal 
Commission. This report con­
tained a table giving the annual 
per capita output for some 50 
years past.

In 1924 American bituminous 
miners produced an average of 
781 tons a year; American anthra­
cite miners, 550, with a total aver­
age for all miners of 731. This 
is an increase over the period 1919- 
1923, when the total average was 
698. From 1879 down to the World 
War, our production rose conspic­
uously and steadily. There was a 
setback after 1918, and the high 
total average of 795 for the period 
1914-1918 has not been reached.

The British production per man. 
however, the Commission pointed 
out, was decreasing. As long ago 
as 1879-1893 per capita output 
was 358 tons. In 1924, however, 
it was 246, and in 1925, 243.

In France the average yearly 
output of coal per person employed 
in 1925 was only 170 tons; in Bel­
gium, 158; and in Germany, 262.

The principal reason for the 
great increases in American out­
put is the widespread use of ma­
chinery and the development of 
better methods of production, it 
was said.

P r o g r a m  f o r  F a l l  M e e t in g  o f  

A .I .M .E .  T a k e s  S h a p e
A tentative program for the 134th 

meeting of the American Institute of 
Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, 
which is to be held in Pittsburgh next 
autumn, was drawn up by the mem­
bers and the ladies’ auxiliary of the 
Pittsburgh section, following a dinner 
at the Pittsburgh station of the U. S. 
Bureau of Mines on April 26.

According to the plans thus far 
arranged, the m eeting will open 
Wednesday, Oct. 6, and technical ses­
sions w ill be held in the morning and in 
the afternoon. In the evening a smoker 
will be held for the men and a special 
entertainment arranged for the women.

On the second day an all-day trip 
will be taken on the Monongahela River 
to Clairton and return. This trip will 
give the various members an opportunity 
to become acquainted and at the same 
time get a glimpse of the various in­
dustries located along the banks of the 
Monongahela River. A visit will be 
made to the Clairton byproduct coke 
plant of the U. S. Steel Corporation and 
possibly to the National Tube Works at 
McKeesport. In the evening a private 
view of the International A rt Exhibit 
at the Carnegie Institute is being 
arranged for the members and guests 
of the Institute in advance of the 
regular opening.

A technical session is to be arranged 
for the morning of the third day, but 
those who do not care to attend this 
session will be guided on several trips 
to various industrial plants in the dis­
trict. The afternoon will be taken up 
by a visit to the Experimental Mine of 
the Bureau of Mines at Bruceton, Pa., 
and by trips elsewhere. The meeting 
will close with a banquet.

preferences which obviously play their 
part in controlling the movement of 
household fuel, far greater influences 
are exerted by varying demands among 
industries, which are the principal users 
of Coal. In accounting for the dis­
position of the annual supply of coal, 
imports and exports must be considered, 
as well as net changes in quantities 
moving into or out of storage.

The apportionment to major con­
sumptive groups of anthracite and bitu­
minous coal used during the calendar 
year 1923, the latest year for which in­
formation is sufficiently complete to 
afford estimates, as compiled by the 
U. S. Bureau of Mines, is as in the 
accompanying table.

E d i t o r s  N o m i n a t e  O f f ic e r s
The Nominating Committee of the 

Editorial Conference of the New York 
Business Publishers’ Association, Inc., 
reports the following nominations for 
officers and directors of the Editorial 
Conference for the business year 1926- 
1927: Chairman, Robert J. Patterson,
American Hatter; vice-chairman, W. 
W. Macon, Iron  A g e ; secretary and 
treasurer, Sidney D. Kirkpatrick, 
Chemical and Metallurgical Engineer­
ing; directors, Roy V. Wright, Railway  
Age; R ay W. Sherman, Motor; S. A. 
Dennis, Electrical Record.

C o a l  U s e d  a n d  P o w e r  O u t p u t  

B y  U t i l i t i e s  W a n i n g
Public-utility power plants in the 

United States consumed 3,482,347 net 
tons of coal in March, according to the 
U. S. Geological Survey, compared with 
3,312,902 tons in the short month of 
February and 3,722,597 tons in January. 
Fuel-oil consumption by these plants 
in March totaled 724,308 barrels, as 
against 735,807 barrels in February and 
1,025,746 barrels in January.

The daily production of electricity by 
public-utility power plants in March 
was about 1J per cent less than the 
output for February. In 1925 the 
decrease in average daily output from 
February to March was about 2i per 
cent. The average daily production of 
electricity by the use of water power 
again exceeded all previous rates for 
the month, amounting to 72,500,000 
kw.-hr. per day. This rate is about 7 
per cent larger than the rates for 
February, 1926, and April, 1925—the 
two months whose average daily pro­
duction by water power ranks next. 
The proportion of the total output pro­
duced by water power in March, how­
ever, was slightly less than that in 
March, 1925.

The total output for the first quarter 
of this year was about 15 per cent 
larger than for the same period in 
1925.
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In fle x ib le  A ttitu d e  o f  O p erators and  
L ew is F ea red  as W age P act N ears E nd; 

S en a te  to  R esu m e R eta il P r ic e  P ro b e
Bv P au l W ooton

W a s h i n g t o n  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  of C o a l  A g e

While some members of Congress are 
convinced that the bituminous opera­
tors are spoiling for a showdown with 
the union, they also feel that the United 
Mine Workers have been just as lack­
ing in constructive suggestions for 
safeguarding the public fuel supply as 
have the operators. They discern that 
the union does not accept the idea of a 
mediation board. This is  in spite of 
the fact that it  is much more to the 
interest of the union to avoid a strike 
than it is to the operators.

Recent testim ony before the House 
committee on interstate and foreign  
commerce brought out clearly that the 
offensive power of the United Mine 
Workers in the bituminous field is less 
today than formerly. This has given 
rise to the hope that Mr. Lewis will see 
that the w ise thing for him to do is to 
settle w ith the operators in October 
and avoid an open break. If he does 
not do so many expect him to learn by 
experience that the expansion of non­
union capacity and the drift away from 
the union have made it  possible for the 
non-union fields to supply the needs of 
the country. Even Pennsylvania now 
has enough non-union tonnage to meet 
its urgent requirements.

Strike Would Hurt Union Prestige
With the prospect of a suspension, 

consumers would stock up months 
ahead of time. Under present condi­
tions there would be little prospect of 
bringing them to their knees. These 
considerations lead to the hope that the 
miners will do their part to avoid a 
fight.

A t the same time it is realized that a 
strike would have a particularly harm­
ful effect on business under conditions 
which exist now and which may con­
tinue next spring. The effect of a coal 
strike always is demoralizing. The 
threat of a strike arouses great uncer­
tainty and is especially hurtful when 
business is somewhat on the down­
grade. In a situation likely to prevail 
for the next year it  is regarded as im­
portant in the interest of the country 
that no feeling of uncertainty be per­
mitted to allow the decline to proceed 
to the point of a depression.

An indication of the prevailing senti­
ment in Congress toward the coal in­
dustry may be had from the action of 
the D istrict of Columbia committee of 
the Senate, which has voted to continue 
its investigations of retail prices of 
coal in the District. The committee 
began its investigation during the 
anthracite strike. Not satisfied with 
the presentations of the retailers, the 
committee appointed an expert account­
ant from the office of the Comptroller 
General to get a more accurate idea as 
to the prices which had been paid for 
coal and the profits which had been 
taken. The accountant just has re­
ported to the committee that the 
dealers refused to make available the

information necessary to determine 
these facts.

Members of the committee were out­
spoken in their criticism of the atti­
tude of the retailers and it  was voted to 
confer with representatives of the 
Department of Justice as to what steps 
that agency could take.

This is a straw which indicates the 
way the wind is blowing in Congress. 
This Congress is distinctly conservative 
and the majority is disposed to listen  
to the pleas of business, but there can 
be no disputing the fact that the im­
pression is general that neither the 
operators, the retailers, nor the mine 
workers are taking a constructive posi­
tion, and have withheld any assurance 
of better service in the future.

O h io  P i g  I r o n  M e n  D i s c u s s  
C o a l P r o b l e m s

Coal production and distribution came 
in for extensive consideration at the 
annual meeting of the Ohio Pig Iron & 
Coke Association, recently held in Cin­
cinnati. Frank A. Ray, of Columbus, 
presented a proposal that the union 
fields adopt a bonus system whereby the 
mine workers would be paid a portion 
of the profits—if  any—in six-month 
periods. J. R. Burton gave a talk on 
the sampling of Elkhorn coal; Samuel
A. Taylor, president of the A.I.M.E. 
delivered an address on stream pollu­
tion, and C. E. Lesher, assistant to 
the president, Pittsburgh Coal Co., 
spoke on the evaluation of coal.

I l l i n o i s  A s s o c ia t io n s  M e r g e d  
I n  N e w  O r g a n iz a t io n

The three operators’ associations in 
Illinois were consolidated in Chicago 
last week in a new organization called 
the Coal Operators’ Association of 
Illinois. Rice Miller, of Hillsboro, was 
elected president; Herman C. Perry, of 
St. Louis, vice-president; C. L. Mc­
Laughlin, Chicago, secretary, and Luce 
H. Smith, Chicago, treasurer. The 
merger, which was the culmination of 
efforts to that end extending over ten 
years, includes the Illinois Coal Opera­
tors’ Association, the Central Illinois 
Coal Operators’ Association and the 
Coal Operators’ Association of the 
Fifth and Ninth Districts of Hlinois.

Coming so close to the opening of the 
National Coal Association convention 
at the Drake Hotel in Chicago, June 9, 
there was considerable talk on the pros­
pects of the new association joining the 
National Coal Association. The Illinois 
operators withdrew from membership 
in the National four years ago when 
differences of opinion arose while the 
negotiation of the wage agreement with 
the United Mine Workers was on. 
Illinois operators objected to methods 
employed by the National Association 
officials. The National took no direct 
part in the agreement, however, and 
since then, it  is believed, the major part 
of the dispute has been ironed out.

A board of directors of the new asso­
ciation and an executive committee has 
been formed.

The executive committee, composed 
of nine members, follows: L. H. Smith, 
Spring Valley Coal Co.; M. S. Peltier, 
Peabody Coal Co.; S. A. Shafer, Pana 
Coal Co.; O. L. Lumaghi, Lumaghi Coal 
Co.; E. C. Searls, Crerar-Clinch Coal 
Co.; J. D. Zook, O’Gara Coal Co.; George
B. Harrington, Chicago, Wilmington & 
Franklin Coal Co.; M. S. Coleman, 
Saline County Coal Corporation, and 
F. S. Pfahler, Superior Coal Co.

I n c r e a s e d  In d u s t r i a l  E ff ic ie n cy r,  S a y s  M e l l o n ,

H o l d s  F u t u r e  o f  P r o s p e r i t y  i n  U n i t e d  S ta te s

America can no longer depend on 
her natural resources but must place 
her faith in increasing the efficiency 
of her industrial system, Secretary 
of the Treasury Mellon stated re­
cently in an address by radio to the 
annual convention of the National 
Electric Light Association at A t­
lantic City.

Comparing economic conditions in 
this country and Europe, Mr. Mellon 
declared that America had adjusted 
herself to the economic laws of the 
new industrial era, and has evolved 
an industrial organization which can 
maintain itself, not only because it is 
efficient but because it  is bringing 
about a greater diffusion of prosper­
ity among all classes.

The success of American industry 
and America’s rapid growth in 
wealth, he said, is based on private 
initiative. The foundation of her 
present development was laid in a 
system in which free play was given

to the energy and initiative of the 
individual and which at the same 
time encouraged competition and 
permitted corporate organization in 
industry, he continued.

“Whether we shall continue to 
grow and expand depends upon 
whether we pursue an intelligent and 
constructive, or a hostile and de­
structive policy toward those forces 
which have brought about our pres­
ent development,” Mr. Mellon said.

“A  sound industrial policy must 
square with economic laws. And a 
consistent policy is necessary in 
order that capital, labor and the pub­
lic may know what to expect. Presi­
dent Coolidge has pursued a clear, 
consistent course and has made it 
plain that his administration will not 
interfere with legitim ate business 
merely because it is big, but desires 
that business and industry, so far as 
possible, shall work out their own 
problems, provided they conform 
strictly to the law.”
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I n d u s t r ia l  C o n f e r e n c e  B o a r d  

E le c t s  O f f ic e r s
Loyall A. Osborne, president of the 

Westinghouse Electric International 
Co., was elected chairman of the N a­
tional Industrial Conference Board at 
the tenth annual meeting of that organi­
zation in New York City.

In accepting this office, Mr. Osborne 
assumes the chairmanship of a body 
whose members are the delegates of 27 
national and state industrial organiza­
tions and four government depart­
ments, comprising more than 50,000 
manufacturing concerns employing a 
total of more than 7,000,000 men and 
women. The board maintains a large 
staif of economists, statisticians and 
engineers who are continually investi­
gating domestic and foreign problems 
of economic-industrial interest, and 
since its organization in 1916, has 
issued 115 research and 35 special re­
ports and many monographs on sub­
jects of timely and practical concern.

Mr. Osborne, who is a graduate of 
Cornell University, ’91, joined the 
Westinghouse organization immediately 
upon leaving college, and was made 
vice-president of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. in 1902. 
He is now senior vice-president of that 
organization. During the war, he was 
a member of the Council of National 
Defense, a member of the War Labor 
Planning Commission, and of the War 
Labor Board. He succeeds Frederick 
P. Fish, Richardson & Neave, Boston, 
as chairman of the Conference Board.

Other officers of the Conference 
Board are: Frederick P. Fish, honor­
ary chairman; Charles Cheney, of South

Loyall A. Osborne
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  W e s t i n g h o u s e  E l e c t r i c  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o .,  w h o  w a s  e l e c t e d  c h a i r ­
m a n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n d u s t r i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  
B o a r d  a t  i t s  t e n t h  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g .

Manchester, Conn., vice-chairman; 
John W. O’Leary, of Chicago, vice- 
chairman; Magnus W. Alexander, New  
York City, president; Fred I. Kent, 
New York City, treasurer; James M. 
Robertson, New York City, secretary. 
These with William W. Coleman, of 
South Milwaukee, Wis., Irenee du Pont, 
Wilmington, Del , Russel H. Leonard, 
Boston, and William H. Nichols, Jr., 
compose the Executive Committee of 
the Conference Board.

C o - o p e r a t iv e  M in in g  B a n n e d  

B y  O h i o  U n i o n
Members of tbe United Mine 

Workers are prohibited from participat­
ing in co-operative mining operations in 
all sections of Ohio by an oider issued 
June 9 by the Ohio union. Since com­
petition under the Jacksonville scale 
has become so strong and many south­
ern Ohio operations have suspended, 
many co-operative mining ventures 
were started in which union miners pro­
duced coal, sold it  on the market and 
divided the profits. These operations 
were generally small ones and were 
leased from the owner on a royalty 
basis. A considerable tonnage had been 
produced in that manner and it is said 
that miners participating did not real­
ize the union scale, according to the 
Jacksonville agreement.

The order was the result of a meeting 
held at Nelsonville recently by about 
1,500 idle miners, who brought the 
matter to the attention of the union 
officials. The threat is made that unless 
the miners comply they will be dis­
barred from the union. Operators do 
not expect the order to be complied with 
by all miners, especially m the Pomeroy 
field, where some special agreements 
are in force.

Coal production in W est Virginia in 
1925 was a record breaker, with 123,- 
061,985 tons produced, according to an 
announcement made on June 12 by Rob­
ert M. Lambie, chief of the state De­
partment of Mines. This is an increase 
of 20,000,000 tons over the previous 
year. The final figures have just been 
struck.

C o a l-M in e  F a t a l i t i e s  D u r i n g  A p r i l ,  1 9 2 6 ,  b y  C a u s e s  a n d  S t a t e s
(C o m p ile d  b y  B u r e a u  o f  M in e s  a n d  P u b l i s h e d  b y  C o a l  A g e )

U n d e rg ro u n d S h a f t S u r f a c e
T o ta l  by  

S ta te s

S ta te

i F
al

ls
 

of
 

ro
of

 
(c

o
al

. 
1 

ro
ck

. 
e

tc
.)

.

F
al

ls
 

of
 

fa
ce

 
o

r 
pi

ll
ar

 
co

al
.

M
in

e 
ea

rs
 

an
d 

lo
co

- 
m

o
ti

v
es

.

G
as

 
ex

pl
os

io
ns

 
an

d
 

bu
rn

in
g 

g
as

.

E
x

p
lo

si
v

es
.

S
uf

fo
ca

ti
on

 
fr

o
m

 
m

in
e 

g
as

es
.

E
le

ct
ri

ci
ty

.

A
n

im
al

s.

M
in

in
g 

m
ac

h
in

es
.

M
in

e 
fi

re
s 

(b
u

rn
ed

, 
su

ff
o

ca
te

d
, 

e
tc

.)
.

O
th

er
 

ca
u

se
s.

T
o

ta
l.

F
al

li
ng

 
do

w
n 

sh
a

ft
s 

or
 

sl
o

p
es

.

O
bj

ec
ts

 
fa

ll
in

g 
d

o
w

n
 

sh
af

ts
 

or 
sl

o
p

es
.

C
ag

e,
 

sk
ip

 
or 

b
u

ck
et

.

O
th

er
 

ca
u

se
s.

T
o

ta
l.

M
in

e 
ca

rs
 

an
d 

m
in

e 
lo

co
m

o
ti

v
es

.

E
le

ct
ri

ci
ty

.

M
ac

h
in

er
y

.

B
oi

le
r 

ex
pl

os
io

ns
 

o
r 

bu
rs

ti
ng

 
st

ea
m

 
p

ip
es

R
ai

lw
ay

 
ca

rs
 

an
d

 
lo

co
m

o
ti

v
es

.

O
th

er
 

ca
u

se
s.

T
o

ta
l.

1926 1925

i 3 8 8 11
0 0
0 1

i 1 2 1 1 3 3
6 1 7 1 1 2 9 10
1 i 2 2 3

0 0
1 1 1 0

K e n tu c k y ................................................ 6 7 i i 10 10 16
1M a r y la n d ................................................... 0

M ic h ig a n .................................................... 0 0
M is s o u r i ..................................................... 0 0
M o n ta n a .................................................... 0 0
N ew  M ex ic o  .......................................... 0 3
N o r th  D a k o ta ......................................... 0 0
O h io .............................................................. (i 1 i 8 8 8
O k la h o m a .................................................. 1 1 1 2
P e n n s y lv a n ia  (b i tu m in o u s ) ............. 15 i 6 i 23 1 1 24 27
S o u th  D a k o ta .......................................... 0 0
T e n n e s s e e .................................................. H 3

0
1

T e x a s ............................................................ 0
U t a h ............................................................. 3 3 3 1
V ir g in ia ....................................................... 1 1 1 5
W a s h in g to n ............................................... o 0
W est V irg in ia .......................................... 6 4 i / 2!) 1 j 28

0
25

W y o m in g ................................................... 2

T o ta l  ( b i tu m in o u s ) .......................... 60 2 19 5 5 94 1 1 ] 3 2
—

101
29

119
41P e n n s y lv a n ia  ^ a n th r a c i te ) ................ 15 3 5 3 i 1 28 J

T o ta l  A p ril, 1926.............................. 75
86

5
7

24
24 1' 13

8
6

i 5
5

4
5

122
153

1 1 1 3 2 2 1 5 130
4

1
1 1 ; 160



Ju>JE 17, 1.926 C 0 A L  A G E 887

News Items
From

Field and Trade

ARKANSAS
Speedy Trial for Dalrymple. — Wil­

liam R. Dalrymple, suspended presi­
dent of the District No. 21, United Mine 
Workers, will be given a trial before 
international board members immedi­
ately, L. R. Kendricks, District Board 
member announced at Fort Smith last 
week. Charges will be pressed by the 
District Board, which ordered his sus­
pension and named Gomer Jones, dis­
trict vice-president, to succeed him. 
Dalrymple was given a trial at Musko­
gee, Okla., recently, but the findings 
were incomplete and were never an­
nounced.

Coal mines at Prairie View which have 
not been operated for several months, 
have been reopened, with about 20 men 
at work.

ILLINOIS
New Orient After More Records?—  

The New Orient mine of the Chicago, 
Wilmington & Franklin Coal Co., gen­
erally known as the world’s largest 
mine, has resumed operations with full 
force. This plant laid off about three- 
fourths of its normal working force on 
March 30 and confined the activities 
of the remaining limited force to de­
veloping new territory in order to in­
crease daily output. New men will be 
added to the force as the newly de­
veloped territory can be made ready for 
them and the force of about 1,400 now 
employed will be increased probably to 
1,600 by the time snow flies.

During April 158 Illinois mines 
averaged 15.1 days work and produced 
4,647,003 tons of coal, 51,879 miners 
were employed, 9 were killed and 1,463 
injured. In April, 1925, 3,700,159 tons 
was produced.

IOW A
Corn Belt Dealers Organize.—H. J.

Bane, of Iowa City, was elected presi­
dent of the Corn Belt Coal Dealers’ 
Association, formed by Iowa and Minne­
sota coal men at a recent meeting at 
the Hotel Savery, Des Moines. Des 
Moines was designated as the location 
of the central office.

KANSAS
Three Mines to Reopen Soon.—Three 

large mines in the Pittsburgh district 
are reported to be preparing to resume 
operations within three weeks, after 
a long period of idleness. The mines 
said to be getting ready to resume are 
No. 9 of the Hamilton Coal & Mercan­
tile Co., north of Cherokee; No. 19 of 
the Sheridan Coal Co., near Mulberry

and No. 17 of the Jackson-Walker Coal 
& Mining Co., near Frontenac. The 
last two will be operated by sub-lessees. 
The three operations employ a total of 
more than 500 men.

The Frontenac State Bank, of which 
J. S. Patton is president, closed its 
doors June 4 after 22 years of con­
tinuous operation. Mr. Patton for 
many years has been a coal operator 
in the Pittsburg district, largely in 
steam shovel mines. Frozen assets 
were given as the cause of closing. 
There has been little activity the last 
year or two in the coal mining zone 
from which the Frontenac bank drew 
its business.

To Try Coking Kansas Coal.—A test 
to determine the adaptability to cok­
ing of southwestern Kansas coal will 
be financed by the Pittsburg Realtors’ 
Association. This decision was made at 
a meeting of the association June 2. It 
was announced arrangements have 
been made with a coking plant to make 
the tests.

John Fulton, lessee of the Jackson 
Walker Coal & Mining Co.’s mine No. 
16, near Pittsburgh, reopened it June 4, 
with thirty-nine men, after it had been 
closed down nearly a month.

KENTUCKY
Walkout Short-Lived.—After being 

out just one and one-half days, 350 
workers in the plant of the Norton Coal 
Mining Co., Nortonville, near Madison- 
ville, in western Kentucky, returned to 
work on June 3. The men quit work at 
noon over a disagreement on the wage 
scale, alleging that the company 
attempted to work them nine hours at 
an eight-hour price. The old scale was 
ratified before the men returned to 
work.

State Institutions Want Coal.— The
Kentucky Board of Charities & Cor­
rections has announced that bids will 
be opened and contracts let on July 1 
for approximately 45,000 tons of screen­
ings to be supplied to seven state in­
stitutions, located at Eddyville, Hop­
kinsville, Lakeland, Greendale, Lexing­
ton and Frankfort. Milton F. Conley. 
Commissioner of Public Institutions, 
stated that 550 forms had been sent to 
operators and jobbers. More than a 
hundred bids were received last year, 
and the average contract price was $1 
per ton f.o.b. mine.

Columbus Mining Co. Expands.—The 
Columbus Mining Co., Chicago, is re- 
jorted now to control the largest ton­
nage in the Hazard field of eastern 
Kentucky, having taken over the pro­
duction of the Meem-Haskins Coal Cor­
poration at Carrs Fork, which operates 
two mines; one mine of the Diamond

Block Coal Co., at Hazard, and one 
mine of the Apex Coal Co., in the Elk- 
horn field, all of which was formerly 
sold through the Pocahontas Coal Sales 
Co. The Columbus outfit now handles 
the production of twelve mines.

A fire loss of around $25,000 was re­
ported at the Elkhorn-Shelby Creek 
Coal Co. plant at Esto, near Pikeville, 
on June 2, when commissary, supply 
house, post office, etc., burned. 
Dynamite was used to prevent the 
spread of the flames.

--------------  I

MONTANA
The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 

Ry. is testing a Montana lignite at the 
shops at Aberdeen, S. D. It is called 
Geneva coal and is expected to furnisb  
a cheaper fuel. The shops use from 700 
tons a month in summer to 1,400 tons 
a month in cold weather, and if the new 
coal maintains its promise of economy, 
it will make a material saving.

OHIO
Consumers See Ohio Mines. — A

special train containing owners of coal­
consuming factories in Cleveland, 
Akron, Canton and Kent visited the 
eastern Ohio coal fields during the last 
week as part of a “Use-Ohio-Coal-Cam- 
paign.” The mine owners financed the 
trip.

Mine No. 119 of the Sunday Creek 
Coal Co., of Columbus, located at Mill- 
field, has been reopened after a sus­
pension of several months.

Toledo Docks Busy. — The Hocking 
Valley docks at Toledo dumped 321,957 
tons during the week ended June 2 as 
compared with 356,401 tons during the 
corresponding week last year. The New  
York Central docks loaded 208,989 tons 
as compared with 84,195 during the 
corresponding week last year. The total 
tonnage loaded to date by the Hocking 
Valley was 1,766,062 as compared with 
2,110,566 tons last season up to June 2 
while the New York Central docks 
handled 719,575 tons as compared with 
485,217 tons in the season of 1925 up 
to June 2.

Starr Mine Equipment Sold. — The
Southern Ohio Coal Co., with headquar­
ters in the Brunson Bldg., Columbus, 
recently purchased at receiver’s sale, 
the equipment of the Starr-Jackson 
Mining Co., which operated the old 
Starr mine on a lease, but which w as  
forced into bankruptcy several months 
ago. The mine is owned by the South­
ern Ohio Coal Co., of which J. S. McVey 
is president and manager. Joseph P. 
Eagleson was receiver. The property
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No. 42 Mine of Bethlehem Mines Corporation, near Fairmont, W. Va.
T h e  n a m e  o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i s  D a k o t a  M in e .  A  t r i b u t a r y  o f  t h e  M o n o n g a h e l a .  R i v e r  

c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  r e a r .  O w i n g  t o  t h e  n a r r o w n e s s  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  t h e  p l a n t  i s  l o c a t e d  
n e a r  t h e  w a t e r .  T h e  r a i l r o a d  i s  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  &  O h io .

consisted of mining machines, mine 
cars, three 6-ton electric locomotives, 
blowers and pumps.

The Green’s Run Coal Co., of Nelson- 
ville, recently chartered with a capital 
of §25,000, has taken over the property 
of the Northern & Southern Coal Co., 
located at Jacksonville, on the New  
York Central lines. C. C. Sharp has 
been elected president, and Edwin 
Sharp, secretary and treasurer. The 
property consists of 500 acres of coal, 
with modern equipment. The mine is 
now being put into shape for operation 
•when market conditions improve. The 
capacity of the mine is about 700 tons 
daily.

j PENNSYLVANIA
Many Idle as Mine Slows Up.— More 

than 100 men have been laid off in the 
mines of the McKinney Steel Co. at 
Wolf pit, where, it is reported, the min­
ing of the lower seam of coal is sus­
pended and only one seam is now being 
worked. A similar situation faces the 
Greasy Creek mines, a few  miles away, 
operated by the same company. Fewer 
men are out of employment at Greasy 
Creek as it is a smaller operation.

Receiver for Pennsy Coal Co.—The 
Pennsy Coal Co., of Franklin, the sales 
office of which was formerly at Buffalo, 
with E. T. Bline general sales agent, 
has gone into the hands of a receiver. 
The liabilities are given as $500,000, 
with less than $100 cash on hand and 
no means for paying on either sinking 
fund or coupons. The company has five 
mines, four at Summerville and one at 
Sligo, all on the Lake Erie, Franklin 
& Clarion R.R. The receiver is I. W. 
Lesher, of Clarion. The mines had been 
taken over by W. R. Calverly, of P itts­
burgh, who failed to make good on the 
operation of them. Production was at 
one time nearly 1,000 tons a day.

The Jones & Laughlin Steel Corpora­
tion has awarded a contract for four 
miles of railroad to its new coal mine in 
Greene County on which work is now 
being rushed to permit its opening for 
production by the end of the year.

Two Firms Taxed for Same Tract.— 
It developed recently at the Northum­
berland County court house that the 
Colonial Coal Co. and the Coxe estate, 
of Hazleton, have been paying large 
taxes on the same property in Shamo- 
kin for a number of years. The Colonial 
has paid on a valuation of $200 an acre 
while the Coxe interests have been 
assessed on a $50 acre basis. It is held 
that the Coxe interests are the real 
owners of the tract, which consists of 
174 acres in Coal Township. It is 
understood there are thousands of tons 
of unmined coal in the property.

Bituminous coal (revenue) trans­
ported by Reading Company during 
April, 1926, totaled 1,454,854 gross tons. 
In the corresponding month a year ago 
the company moved 1,262,490 tons.

Glen Alden Dividend $5.— Directors 
of the Glen Alden Coal Co., Scranton, 
at their m eeting June 8 declared a divi­
dend of $5 covering the past six months. 
It also was announced that hereafter 
dividends will be declared quarterly. 
The previous dividend has been $3.50 
semi-annually, the last being paid Dec. 
31, 1925. The dividend is payable June

21 to stock of record June 10. It is 
generally believed that the present 
declaration of $5 a share places the 
Glen Alden stock on a $10 annual basis.

Coke Plants Slower.—The H. C. Frick 
Coke Co. closed down a number of 
plants in the Connellsville coke region 
last week, including Wynn, Brownfield, 
Fairchance and Continental Nos. 1, 2. 
and 3. The Oliver & Snyder Steel Co. 
closed down No. 1 and 2 plants and is 
operating No. 3 mine about full, ship­
ping to its byproduct coke ovens at 
Troy, N. Y. W. J. Rainey, Inc., and the 
Hillman Coal & Coke Co. coke region 
plants are operating about full, being 
nearly the only companies doing so.

SO U TH  DAK O TA
The state has placed orders for fuel 

for state institutions for the first time 
on a guaranteed performance basis. 
Successful bidders were the Sioux Falls 
Fuel Co., Schoenemann Bros., Mills 
Grain & Supply Co. and H. T. Parmley, 
all of Sioux Falls, besides the state 
owned mine. The state mine is to fur­
nish 20,405 tons; 11,400 tons of W est­
ern coal will be used and about 10,000 
tons will come from Illinois, Kentucky 
and Virginia.

T EN N ESSEE
O. P. Pile, Chief Mine Inspector, and 

the board of mine foreman examiners 
will hold an examination for mine fore­
men at the Post Office building in Knox­
ville on June 9 and 10.

The storeroom of the College Coal 
& Mining Co., Pikeville, recently was 
destroyed by fire with a loss of $20,000.

U T A H
Certain stockholders of the Sevier 

Valley Coal Co., with headquarters in 
Richfield, are to be prosecuted, accord­
ing to the State Securities Commission, 
for the alleged act of offering personal 
stock of the company held in escrow. 
Some time ago the company was au­
thorized to sell 60,000 shares of its 
stock at $1 a share, and it is charged 
that while this treasury sale was in

progress some of the stockholders 
violated the escrow agreement and sold 
some of their personal holdings, handi­
capping the treasury sale and the 
proper financing of the company.

B. F. Bauer was the successful bid­
der for the lease of the 80-acre tract 
of coal land located near Thompsons, in 
Grand County. Bauer outbid N. B. 
Knight, on whose petition the land was 
offered. The successful bid went $1,000 
above the terms of the lease. The land 
adjoins the property of the Chester­
field Coal Co., of Salt Lake City.

The Rains mine in Carbon County, 
operated by the Carbon Fuel Co., has 
been on fire for a few  days, but it is 
now under control and plans are under 
way to reopen it on June 7.

The 1926 school year book of the 
Carbon County High School at Price is 
dedicated to the coal mining industry 
of Utah. Illustrations show mines and 
tipples and the like.

VIRGINIA
Rail Orders for Virginia Mines.—

Contracts for more than 2,000,000 
tons of railroad coal in the Virginia 
field have been announced. The South­
ern Ry. will get approximately 1,000,- 
000 tons from the Stonega Coke & Coal 
Co. Between them the Seaboard Air 
Line and the Atlantic Coast Line will 
purchase 1,203,000 tons from a dozen 
different mines in the Virginia field. It 
is stated that the Toms Creek mines of 
the Virginia Iron, Coal & Coke Co. will 
obtain a liberal portion of the orders. 
Much of the Seaboard Air Line and 
Coast Line business was placed through 
the Whitney-Kemmerer Company, some 
tonnage coming through other agencies 
and some being placed direct with the 
contracting mines.

To Extend Coal Development?-—W. 
E. D. Stokes, Jr., who has succeeded 
his father, the late W. E. D. Stokes, as 
president of the Chesapeake & Western 
Ry., a 40-mile road that runs across 
the Shenandoah Valley from Elkton to 
Stokesville, will bring engineers to Vir­
ginia within a few  weeks to investigate  
the anthracite deposit near Stokesville,
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which his father discovered. Young 
Stokes plans to extend the railroad west 
to the mining field, if  such a project is 
found feasible. If conditions warrant, 
Mr. Stokes will operate the road on a 
more comprehensive scale.

The Raleigh Smokeless Fuel Co. has 
been awarded the contract to supply
12,000 tons of Pocahontas or New River 
Navy Standard coal to the city of Nor­
folk, at $1.74 per net ton, mines. The 
State of Virginia divided its 60,000 ton 
annual contract between several firms 
the bids ranging from $1.60 to $1.75.

W E ST  VIRGINIA
Scholz Denies Deal Is Closed.—The

Raleigh-Wyoming Coal Co., of Charles­
ton, announced recently that it had 
started work on 100 additional miners’ 
houses, 50 at Edwight, in Raleigh 
County, and 50 at Glen Rogers, 
Wyoming County. The firm expects to 
spend $200,000 for houses at these 
towns. The work will be completed in 
75 days. An additional fan will be in­
stalled by the company at Glen Rogers, 
which will be completed in 60 days. 
Carl Scholz, vice-president and general 
manager of the company, was in new 
York City last week, presumably in re­
gard to the deal with the Old Ben Coal 
Corporation, of Chicago, which has been 
reported as being closed frequently, but 
which the management of the Raleigh- 
Wyoming company contends is not 
a fact. There are 1,800 acres of 
coal land in the two properties, 9,000 
acres at Glen Rogers, which is smoke­
less coal, and 9,000 acres at Edwight, 
which is byproduct coal land. There 
are 175 houses at each mining town.

Fletcher & Farley are erecting a stor­
age plant for bituminous coal at Alder- 
son, Monroe County. The coal will be 
retailed locally.

Seven men will be graduated from the 
mining engineering department, Univer­
sity  of W est Virginia at Morgantown 
this year. They are Percy Henry 
Gillie, Harry Greene Kennedy, Russell 
Warden King and Patrick Daniel 
McMurrer, all of Charleston; Ivan Allen 
Given, of Sutton; Grier Hartzell Pierce, 
o f Huntington, and Franklin Pierce 
Tallman, of Beech Hill.

Thompsons May Build Plant.—It is 
reported that the Thompson interests 
are preparing to begin the construction 
of a plant at their holdings on the 
Darbin branch of the Western Maryland 
R.R. in Pocahontas County. This will 
be the first coal mine opened in that 
field. A seam of smokeless coal has 
been found there, it is reported.

Ocean Mine Resumes.— Officials of 
the Elk Horn Coal Corporation an­
nounced a resumption of operations at 
the Ocean mine, between Clarksburg 
and Bridgeport, on June 1. The mine 
has been shut down since about the 
middle of March. The company ex ­
pects to be in a position to operate the 
mine regularly until the middle of 
November, when the lake season closes, 
and possibly even for a longer period. 
About 125 men are being employed.

May Develop Large Lorain Tract.—
The Lorain Coal & Dock Co. may open 
up a 16,000-acre tract of coal land on 
Big Wheeling Creek, south of Elm

Grove, in Ohio County, according to a 
semi-official report. Engineers of the 
company in eastern Ohio have been sur­
veying the area during the last few  
weeks, with a view to making certain 
openings. The tract was purchased by 
the company about four years ago, but 
no development work has ever been 
undertaken. If new mines are opened, 
coal will be produced on a non-union 
basis. Three of the five mines of the 
company in Belmont County are now 
closed down, ostensibly because of in- 

’ ability to operate under the Jackson­
ville agreement.

Tait Mine Resumes Open-Shop.— 
Operations were resumed on an open- 
shop basis May 28 at the Tait mine, in 
the Maidsville section of Monongalia 
County, after an idleness of three 
years. The mine, which is owned by 
John and Gordon Tait, of Morgantown, 
has a capacity of about 10 cars a day. 
It is proposed by the owners to- push 
production to capacity. About 20 men 
were at work on the day the mine was 
opened, but the force will be increased 
as additional men are needed. The 
Maidsville section, which has now be­
come exclusively open-shop, was one of 
the last strongholds of the union prior 
to March 31.

Keen Competition on Railway Fuel.— 
Railroad fuel business closed recently 
included contracts for 500,000 tons for 
the Seaboard Air Line placed with 
firms in W est Virginia along the Ches­
apeake & Ohio. This road paid $1.30 
to $1.50 for mine-run. Keen competi­
tion marked the bidding, with the re­
sult that the price levels are down to a 
point close to the production cost. The 
Atlantic Coast Line placed 370,000 tons 
in southern W est Virginia, paying $1.30 
to operators along the C. & O., $1.35 to 
concerns located on the N. & W. and 
$1.50 to firms with mines in the Clinch 
Valley.

A new sternwheel steamboat of the 
Ohio River Co., a subsidiary of the 
West Virginia Coal & Coke Co., has 
been launched at Charleston. The boat 
will be operated in the coal towing 
trade between Huntington and Cincin­
nati.

Eagle Mine Under Hammer.—The
Gauley By-Products Coal Co.’s Eagle

mine, located near Vaughan, Nicholas 
County, recently was sola at a trustee's 
sale and the property was purchased 
under a leasehold by the Federal Coal 
Co., of Scranton, Pa., which owns the 
coal land. Six hundred and fifty acres 
of splint and gas coal land is included 
in the tract together with the equipped 
mine, which produces 250 tons of gas 
coal a day. The property was put 
under the hammer at the Nicholas 
County court house, at Sommersville.

The Detroit Mining Co., owned by 
Fred Essex, of Columbus, Ohio, and 
associates, recently opened up a new 
mine on White’s branch of Little Coal 
River, Boone County, near Van. The 
mine is now under development and 
produces 6,000 tons of coal a month, 
but ultimately w ill mine 20,000 tons a 
month. A wooden tipple and a rope 
and button conveyor have been in­
stalled. Twenty miners’ houses have 
been built. Splint and high-volatile 
low-sulphur coal is being mined.

CANADA
To Reorganize British Empire Corp.

—The British Empire Steel Corpora­
tion, Ltd., and constituent companies, 
which include the Dominion Coal Co., 
for the year ended Dec. 31, 1925, had 
an operating loss of $1,133,443 before 
depreciation, depletion, interest, etc., 
comparing with operating profit of 
$923,774 in 1924. President Roy M. 
Wolvin announces that the deficit in 
operation since the inception of the cor­
poration amounts to a total of $5,738,- 
018. He anticipates that the interest 
and sinking fund payments on the com­
pany’s bonds probably will not be met 
when due on July 1 next. Among the 
causes assigned for this unsatisfactory 
condition of affairs are keen competi­
tion with European and American steel 
products owing to inadequate tariff pro­
tection and the losses occasioned by the 
five months’ strike of the Cape Breton 
miners. Under these unfavorable cir­
cumstances a reorganization of the 
corporation and its subsidiary com­
panies has been decided upon, and it 
is expected that within the next sixty  
days some plan w ill be formulated for 
submission to all who may be concerned 
in the corporation’s affairs.

Fan Installation at Mine Np. 41, Bethlehem Mines Corporation

“ T o r s ,  M ! S £  “ ,1 ,t  of “ rl,,' l,vilfc "' v *-
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A m ong the Coal Men

Thomas F. Farrell, a vice-president 
of Burns Bros., New York City, has 
been elected a director to succeed Mason
B. Starring-, who resigned because of 
his removal to the Pacific Coast.

Ed Holyoke, formerly of the 
Wyoming Coal Sales Co. and the Cory- 
Mann-George Co., has been appointed 
Western manager for the Indian Run 
Coal Co. and its offices have been moved 
to the Fourth National Bank Building, 
Cincinnati. James C. Layne Jr., who 
formerly had this position, is now de­
voting all of his time to the Katoma 
Coal Co.

Erskine Ramsey, chairman of the 
board, Alabama By-Products Corpora­
tion, Birmingham, Ala., who recently 
left to attend the Kiwanis International 
Convention, at Montreal, Can., will be 
away about a month. He will return by 
auto, stopping at New York on the 
way.

C. Bascom Slemp, chairman of the 
board, Wakenva Coal Co., representing 
a merger of fourteen companies, and 
former secretary to President Coolidge, 
recently joined the “hole-in-one” 
coterie of golfers. He did it at the 
Burning Tree Club, near Washington,
D. C., on a hole of a little more than 
150 yards.

A Dorman, managing director, and 
W. L. Johnson, an associate director, 
of Dorman, Long & Co., and E. D. 
Morgan, general works manager of the 
Port Clarence Iron & Steel Co., were 
among a party of prominent English 
industrialists who visited the Birming­
ham (Ala.) district recently to inspect 
the steel plants, coal and ore mines and 
for a study of industrial and trade con­
ditions. They were conducted on a 
tour of the plants of the Tennessee 
Coal, Iron & Railroad Co. by George 
Gordon Crawford, president, who later 
entertained the visitors at an informal 
dinner. They proceeded from Birming­
ham to Chicago.

H. E. McDonnell, superintendent of 
blast furnaces, Weirton Steel Co., Weir- 
ton, W. Va., was elected president of 
the Eastern States B last Furnace & 
Coke Oven Association at the recent 
annual meeting held at the Edgewood 
Country Club, Edgewood, Pa. He is a 
charter member, was secretary-treas- 
urer in 1924-1925, and vice-president 
last year. Charles R. Meissner, super­
intendent of coke plant, Weirton Steel 
Co., who has been secretary-treasurer 
of the association during the last year, 
was elected vice-president. B. W. Win- 
ship, superintendent of the coke plant 
of the Bethlehem Steel Co. at Steelton, 
Pa., was named secretary-treasurer.

Eugene C. Hultman, chairman of the 
M assachusetts Commission on the 
Necessaries of Life, calls the attention 
of commercial and industrial coal con­
sumers of New  England to the pos­
sibility of serious effects on the coal 
market from the British strike. He 
says that the foreign demand for Amer­

ican coal is likely to increase consider­
ably, and the result is likely to be felt 
more quickly in New England than in 
any other section of the country. 
While admitting that bituminous mines 
might increase output sufficiently to 
take care of the larger demand, he 
thinks that the foreign demand would 
be largely for the kind of coal desired 
in New England and would, therefore, 
be more likely to interfere with supplies 
to that part of the country.

J. W. Powell, since 1924 chief mining 
engineer of the Autonomous Industrial 
Colony, Kuzbas, which is located in the 
Kuznetz Basin, Southwestern Siberia, 
sailed on the Cunard liner “Carmania,” 
on June 12 for London, where he will re- 
embark for Riga, Latvia. From this 
point he will travel by rail to Siberia. 
Mtr. Powell was formerly Inspector of 
Mines in the Province of Alberta, Can­
ada, and later was general superinten­
dent of the Elkhorn division of the 
Consolidation Coal Co., Jenkins, Ky. Mr. 
Powell has been in the United States for 
the past three months on a vacation, dur­
ing which time he has availed himself 
of the opportunity of investigating the 
latest types of coal mining machinery 
and equipment adaptable to conditions 
in the Kuznetz coal basin. He expects 
to remain in Siberia for three years to 
develop and carry to completion pro­
jected plans. He reports great progress 
during the 11 years he has been con­
nected with the Kuzbas enterprise.

O bituary
Joseph Louis, age 62, general super­

intendent of the Chicago, Wilmington & 
Franklin Coal Co., better known as 
Uncle Joe, died on June 8 as the result 
of a fall and head injury in alighting  
from his automobile near Vandalia, 111. 
Prior to the accident he enjoyed good 
health. Mr. Louis had been in the 
services of the Chicago, Wilmington &

Joseph Louis

Franklin Coal Co., and the old Chicago, 
Wilmington & Vermillion Coal Co. for 
about 40 years. His early years were 
spent at work in the mines of the last- 
named company in the W ilmington field 
of northern Illinois, where he rose from  
his first mine job of weighman to super­
intendent in 1905. In 1912 he was trans­
ferred to southern Illinois and appointed 
superintendent of Orient No. 1, and in 
1920 was promoted to general superin­
tendent. His headquarters and resi­
dence were in Benton, 111. He leaves 
his w ife and six daughters.

Charles James Myles, head of the 
firm of Thomas Myles, Sons, Ltd., 
Hamilton, Ont., died at his home in 
that city on June 7, following an illness 
of three weeks. Mr. Myles, who was 82 
years of age, was born in Limerick, 
Ireland, and had lived in Hamilton 
nearly all his life. He entered the coal 
business with his father when very 
young, and carried it  on successfully 
until his death. In the early days Mr. 
Myles owned several sailing vessels, in 
which the first coal was brought to 
Hamilton by water. These gave place 
to steamboats in 1876. He was a pro­
moter of the Hamilton, Grimsby and 
Beamsville Radial Ry., and was a for­
mer president of the road.

A ssociation  A ctiv ities
The Central Pennsylvania Coal Pro­

ducers’ Association and the Association 
of Bituminous Coal Operators of Cen­
tral Pennsylvania held their annual 
meeting in Altoona on June 10. The 
Producers’ Association elected the fol­
lowing officers : President, B. M. Clark, 
Indiana; vice-president, G. Webb, Shill- 
ingford, Clearfield ; secretary-treasurer, 
Charles O’Neill, Altoona; statistician, 
W. A. Jones, Altoona. The association 
of operators, which deals with labor 
problems, elected Charles O’Neill presi- 
dent-secretary-treasurer. Plans were 
completed for the appearance of the 
association’s representatives at the rate 
hearings in Washington on June 14 and 
at Atlantic City on June 21.

The Pennsylvania Retail Coal Mer­
chants’ Association at its recent annual 
meeting, re-elected Samuel B. Crowell, 
of Philadelphia, as president. Other 
officers re-elected were: Vice-president, 
Walter L. , Montgomery, Harrisburg,, 
treasurer, J. Arthur Strunk, Reading; 
directors, Frank Sener, Lancaster; 
James C. Tattersall, Trenton; John 
Robinson, Camden; Leon Walker, W il­
mington, and Thomas J. Murphy, Phil- 
lipsburg, N. J.

The W est Virginia State Coal Asso­
ciation met in the Kanawha Hotel, 
Charleston, on June 1, and re-elected  
the following officers for the ensuing  
year: President, J. G. Bradley, of Dun- 
don; vice-president, G. H. Caperton, of 
Charleston; secretary, Walter H. Cun­
ningham, of Huntington, and treasurer,
C. C. Dickinson, of Charleston. Plans 
were made to close the mines in the 
state on Mine Safety Day, which will 
be observed on Aug. 21, when mine- 
rescue contests will be held in Hunting­
ton. The association at its m eeting  
went on record as being opposed to the  
passage of the proposed Parker bill.
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Production 
And the Market

Seasonal D ullness P ervades Soft-Coal M arket; 
L ake M ovem ent a S teadying  Influence

There has been com paratively s ligh t surface change 
in the bitum inous coal trade of the country during the 
last week. W hile the custom ary seasonal dullness is  in 
evidence in m ost sections, the m arket is  holding its  own 
in  good style. An im portant factor, of course, is  the  
stead yin g  influence o f the heavy m ovem ent of coal to 
the lakes, w hich, a fter  a belated start, is exceeding the 
weekly flow at th is  tim e last year. L ast w eek 13,171 
carloads passed through C incinnati headed lakeward, 
an increase o f 964 over the tota l fo r  the corresponding  
week o f 1925.

A fu rth er  factor of favorable effect is  the continuance 
of the B ritish  strike. From  a speculative standpoint, 
however, th is  developm ent has been a d istin ct d is­
appointm ent, fo r  the demand has fa llen  fa r  short o f ex­
pectations, and as a consequence the effect upon prices 
has been alm ost n eglig ib le . The export trade at B alti­
more has increased noticeably, though not to an extent 
sufficient to  exert a marked effect on the home m arket. 
On the other hand, in  N ew  England, w here the possible  
effect o f demand from  consum ers usually supplied by 
B ritish  coal w as m ost feared, a d istinctly  weaker tone 
is evident from  the standpoint of both demand an<J 
price.

M idw est M ines C urtail R u n n in g  T im e
M idw estern m arkets reflect such an indifferent a tt i­

tude on the part o f consum ers that Illinois and Indiana 
operators are cu rta ilin g  running tim e. The dullness 
extends to steam  as w ell as dom estic grades, and prices 
show  a wobbly tendency. K entucky coals are m oving  
w ith  a little  more freedom  and prices are som ewhat 
firmer. Sh ipm ents from  the N orthw est docks are no 
better than norm al, but a firm er tone has appeared w ith  
the cessa tion  o f price cu ttin g . A  backward disposition

prevails in  regard to contracting. The balancing effect 
of tidew ater demand and lake movement, however, has 
served to preserve some semblance of price stab ility .

A verage spot quotations registered  a furth er decline 
during the week. Coal A ge  Index o f spot bitum inous 
prices on June 14 stood at 156. The corresponding  
price is  $1.89. The figures for the previous week w ere  
157 and $1.90, respectively.

The observance o f M emorial D ay caused a pronounced  
fa llin g  off in the output of bitum inous coal during the  
week ended June 5, the total for which is  estim ated  by  
the Bureau of M ines at 8,651,000 net tons, or 1,032,000  
tons less than during the preceding week. Lake dum p­
ings during the week ended June 13 totaled 1,038,369  
tons of cargo and 48,885 tons of vessel fuel. A nthracite  
production during the week ended June 5 w as 1,665,000  
tons, a decrease of 424,000 tons from  the w eek previous.

H ard-Coal D em and  E asing Off
The decline in  anthracite output w as a development, 

devoutly to be w ished, as d istributing  channels are hard  
put to keep pace w ith  production. A s a m atter of fact, 
some of the independent producers have already placed  
their operations on part tim e. Though fill-up orders are  
fa r  behind the volum e usual at th is  tim e, som e con­
solation is fe lt in that much business o f th is  character  
is still to be placed. Dem and for stove coal is good  
and company egg  m oves w ithout much difficulty. Inde­
pendents are shading eg g  a little , and chestnut drags. 
The steam  sizes are quite weak and surpluses are ac­
cum ulating. One com pany shipper is  said to  be w illin g  
to shade prices on good sized tonnages.

In the Connellsville coke m arket production has been  
more evenly adjusted to contract requirem ents, w ith  
prices and demand practically  unchanged.

AVERAGE DAILY PRODUCTION 
OF BITUM INOUS COAL 

(F R O M  W EEKLY REPORT OF 
BUREAU OF M IN E S )

I I I 1 1 I I I I I I 1 1 II

E stim ates o f  P ro d u ctio n
(N e t  T o n s )

B I T U M I N O U S
1925 1926

M a y  2 2 ................................  8 ,451 ,000  9 ,282 ,000
M a y  29 ( a ) ........................  8 ,141 ,000  9 ,683 ,000
J u n e  5 ( 6 ) ........................... 8 ,375 ,000  8 ,651 ,000

D a i ly  a v e ra g e   1 ,396,000 1 ,602,000
C a l. y r .  t o  d a t e  (c) 20 3 ,970 ,000  2 3 3 ,395 ,000
D a ily  a v . t o  d a t e . . . .  1 ,543,000 1 ,765,000

A N T H R A C I T E
M a y  2 2 ................................  1 ,708 ,000  1 ,750,000
M a y  29 ( a ) ........................  1 ,681,000 2 ,089 ,000
J u n e  5 ( b ) ...........................  1 ,634,000 1 ,665,000

C a l . y r .  t o  d a t e   (c) 37 ,8 8 1 ,0 0 0  2 8 ,967 ,000
B E E H IV E  C O K E

M a y  29 ( a ) ......................... 132,000 194,000
J u n e  5 ( 6 ) ...........................  130,000 195,000

C a l . y r .  t o  d a t e   (c) 4 ,794 ,000  5 ,97 2 ,0 0 0
(a ) R e v ise d  s in c e  l a s t  r e p o r t .  (6) S u b je c t  t o  r e ­

v is io n . (c) A d ju s te d  t o  e q u a liz e  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  
in  t h e  tw o  y e a rs .U n a  8 Ê 2 2 9  G 10172131 7 ¿ 4  ñ j » S  2 9 * 3 3 0 6  £ ^ 4  H 18251 8 B 2 B  5 I2J9 265 D B M

Ja n Feb M ar
1926
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Midwest Buyers Indifferent
In the Chicago market the buying 

public, both steam and domestic, shows 
no interest in the purchase of fuel, and 
mines in Illinois and Indiana are cur­
tailing operation. Demand for anthra­
cite is extremely quiet, but coke is mov­
ing in fair volume, as is smokeless coal 
in prepared sizes. Prices in smokeless, 
however, are anything but firm. Mine- 
run is offered at $1.65 to $2.10, accord­
ing to the grade, and prepared sizes 
vary widely. The demand for high- 
volatile coals from eastern Kentucky 
and W est Virginia is weak, price con­
cessions having failed to stimulate the 
demand. The steam-coal market is ex­
tremely unsatisfactory. Those who 
have 2-in. or 11-in. screenings are hav­
ing difficulty in finding buyers at a 
satisfactory price, though production 
has been sharply curtailed.

Railroad coal is about all that keeps 
the southern Illinois field going. True 
there is a little steam trade and some 
mines are crushing mine-run to carry

out their contracts and here and there 
a little lump, egg and nut is moving, 
but for the most part the larger sizes 
have blocked up the mine tracks and all 
mines have a large number of “no bills” 
in these sizes. Strip mines are work­
ing practically all the time.

In the Duquoin field the mines are 
working about three days a week. In 
the Mount Olive district some mines are 
working and crushing mine-run for 
steam contracts and others are shipping 
lump on railroad mine-run orders. In 
the Standard field conditions are un­
usually bad. The mines getting the 
best working time are co-operatives.

At St. Louis domestic business con­
tinues quiet. Practically nothing is 
going into storage—neither anthracite, 
smokeless nor southern Illinois. Coke 
also is unusually quiet.

Movement Gaining in Kentucky
Kentucky coals are moving somewhat 

better, and prices have stiffened a little  
in both eastern and western Kentucky. 
Except for a little off-grade distress

coal not much 4-in. block is being of­
fered at $2 in eastern Kentucky, and 
mine-run is $1.35@$1.60. In western 
Kentucky 6-in. block is $1.75@$1.85 
and mine-run $1.10@$1.40. Screenings 
are holding firmly.

Demand for screenings is increasing 
somewhat due to public institutions 
and others stocking winter supplies and 
steady movement to utility and indus­
trial plants. Steam coal has been in 
good general movement, and railroad 
consumption is normal.

Movement of coal from eastern Ken­
tucky to the lakes is increasing steadily. 
There also is a fair scattered movement 
to the Southeast, and also north of the 
Ohio. Western Kentucky hasn’t  moved 
as much coal North and W est as had 
been expected as a result of arrange­
ments made with Chicago and Northern 
jobbers, but buying is improving.

Northwest Market Steadier
Conditions at the Head of the Lakes 

are more stable than a week ago. The 
price war for contracts with industrial

C u r r e n t  Q u o t a t i o n s — S p o t  P r i c e s .  B i t u m i n o u s  C o a l— N e t  T o n s ,  F .O .B .  M in e s
M a rk e t

L o w - V o la t i l e ,  E a s t e r n  Q u o te d
S m o k e le s s  lu m p .....................  C o lu m b u s -----
S m o k e le s s  m in e  r u n   C o lu m b u s -----
S m o k e le s s  s c r e e n in g s   C o lu m b u s . . .
S m o k e le s s  lu m p .....................  C h ic a g o ...........
S m o k e le s s  m in e  r u n   C h ic a g o
S m o k e le s s  lu m p .....................  C in c in n a t i . . .
S m o k e le s s  m in e  r u n   C in c in n a t i . . .
S m o k e le ss  s c r e e n in g s   C in c in n a t i . . .
♦S m o k e le ss  m in e  r u n   B o s to n ............
C le a rf ie ld  m in e  r u n   B o s to n ............
C a m b r ia  m in e  r u n ............... B o s to n .............
S o m e rs e t m in e  r u n ............... B o s to n ............
P o o l 1 ( N a v y  S ta n d a rd )  . .  N e w  Y o r k . . .  
P o o l I (N a v y  S ta n d a rd )  . .  P h ila d e lp h ia ..
P o o l I (N a v y  S t a n d a r d ) . .  B a l t im o re -----
P o o l 9 (S u p e r . L o w  V o l . ) . N e w  Y o r k . . .  
P o o l 9 (S u p e r . L o w  V o l . ) . P h i la d e lp h ia . .
P o o l 9 (S u p e r . L o w  V o l . ) . B a l t im o re -----
P o o l 10 (H .G r .L o w  V o l.) .. N e w  Y o r k . . .  
P o o l 10 ( H .G r .L o w  V o l.) .. P h i la d e lp h ia . .  
P o o l 10 (H .G r .L o w  V o l.) .. B a l t im o r e —
P o o l I I  (L o w  V o l.)   N e w  Y o r k . . .
P o o l I I  (L o w  V o l.)   P h i la d e lp h ia . .
P o o l 11 (L o w  V o l . )   B a l t im o re —

H ig h - V o la t i l e ,  E a s t e r n

P o o l 54-64 (G a s  a n d  S t . ) . .  N e w  Y o r k . . . 
P o o l 54-64 (G a s  a n d  S t . ) . .  P h i la d e lp h ia . .
P o o l 54-64 (G a s  a n d  S t . ) . .  B a l t im o re ___
P i t t s b u r g h  s c ’d  g a s ..............  P i t t s b u r g h . . .
P i t t s b u r g h  g a s  m in e  l u n . .  P i t t s b u r g h . . .  
P i t t s b u r g h  m in e  r u n  (S t.)  P i t t s b u r g h . . .
P i t t s b u r g h  s la c k  (G a s )   P i t t s b u r g h . . .
K a n a w h a  lu m p ......................  C o lu m b u s -----
K a n a w h a  m in e  r u n   C o lu m b u s -----
K a n a w h a  sc re e n in g s   C o lu m b u s___
W . V a . l u m p ...........................  C in c in n a t i . . .
W . V a . g a s  m in e  r u n   C in c in n a t i . . .
W . V a . s te a m  m in e  r u n . . .  C i n c i n n a t i . . .
W . V a . s c re e n in g s ................. C in c in n a t i . . .
H o c k in g  lu m p .........................  C o lu m b u s ___
H o c k in g  m in e  r u n ................  C o lu m b u s___
H o c k in g  s c re e n in g s ..............  C o lu m b u s -----
P i t t s .  N o . 8 lu m p .................  C le v e la n d ___
P i t t s .  N o . 8 m in e  r u n   C le v e la n d . . . .
P i t t s .  N o . 8 sc re e n in g s   C le v e la n d -----

J u n e  15 
1925 

$ 2 .8 5
1 .8 5  
1 .3 0  
3 . 10
1 .9 5
2 .8 5
1 .85  
I 25 
4 .2 5
1 .7 5  
2. 10
1 .9 5
2 .5 5  
2. 60 
1. 85 
2.00 
2.00
1 .7 5
1 .8 5  
1 .70  
1 .6 0
1 .5 5
1 .5 5  
1 .4 0

1 .5 0
1 .50
1 .4 5
2 .4 0  
2 . 15 
1 .9 5
1 .4 5  
2.10
1 .40
1. 10
2. 10
1 .45
1 .40  
1. 10 
2. 15
1 .50  
1 .3 0  
2.20 
1 .8 5
1 .4 0

M a y  31 
1926 

$ 3 . 10
2 .0 5  
1 .25  
3 . 10 
2.00
3 .0 0
1 .85  
1 .3 5
4 .6 5  
1 .8 0  
2. 10
2.00 
2 .6 0
2 .6 5  
2.00
2 .0 5  
2. 10 
1 .80
1 .8 5
1 .8 5  
I .6 5
1 .6 5  
1 .55  
1 .60

J u n e  7 
1926 

$3 . 10
2 .0 5
1. 25
3 .0 0
1 .9 0  
3. 10
2.00 
1 .3 5  
4 .5 0  
1 .8 0
2 .0 5
1 .90  
2 .6 0
2 .6 5  
2.00
2 .0 5
2. 10 
1 .80
1 .85
1 .8 5  
I .6 5
1 .6 5  
1 .5 5  
1 .6 0

J u n e  14
1 926 f 

$ 3 .0 0 @ $ 3 .2 5 
2 .0 0 @  2 . 15 
1 .2 0 @  1 .3 5  
2 .7 5 @  3 .2 5  
1 .8 5 ®  2 .0 0

3 . 0 0
2.00 

1 . 2 5 @  1 . 3 5  
Ą . 2 5 ®  i . i O  
1 . 6 5 ®  1 . 9 0  
1 . 9 0 ®  2 . 1 5  
1 . 7 5 ®  2 . 0 0  
2 .5 0 ®  2 .7 5  
2 .5 0 @  2 .8 0  
1 .9 5 ®  2 .0 5  
2 . 0 0  fa, 2 .2 5  
2 . 00@  2 .2 5  
1 .7 5 ®  1 .8 5  
1 .7 5 ®  2 .0 0  
1 .7 5 ®  2 .0 0  
1 .6 0 ®  1 .7 0  
1 .6 0 fa  1 80 
1 .4 5 @  1 .7 0  
1 .5 5 ®  1 .6 5

M a r k e t J u n e  15 M a v  31 J u n e  7 J u n e  14
M id w e s t Q u o te d 1925 1926 1926 1926f

F ra n k l in ,  111. lu m p ............ . C h ic a g o .......... . $ 2 .6 0 $ 2 .6 0 $ 2 .6 0 $ 2 .6 0
F ra n k l in ,  III. m in e  r u n . . . . C h ic a g o .......... 2 .3 5 2 .4 0 2 .2 5 2 .2 5
F r a n k lin ,  111. s c r e e n in g s . . . C h ic a g o .......... 2 . 10 1 .9 0 1 .6 5 1 .6 0 ®  2 .0 0
C e n tr a l ,  111. lu m p .................. C h ic a g o .......... 2 .3 5 2 .3 0 2 .3 0 2 .2 5 ®  2 .4 0
C e n t r a l ,  111. m in e  r u n ___ . C h ic a g o .......... 2 . 10 2 .0 5 2 .0 5 2 .0 0 ®  2 .1 5
C e n t r a l ,  111. s c r e e n in g s . . . . C h ic a g o .......... 1 .7 5 1 .7 5 1. 75 1 .6 0 ®  1 .90
In d .  4 th  V e in  l u m p .............. C h ic a g o ........... 2. 60 2 .4 0 2 .4 0 2 .2 5 @  2 .6 0
I n d .  4 th  V e in  m in e  r u n . .  . C h ic a g o ........... 2 .3 5 2 .1 5 2 . 15 2 . 10®  2 .2 5
In d .  4 th  V e in  s c re e n in g s . . C h ic a g o .......... 1 .8 5 1 .8 0 1 .8 0 1 .7 5 ®  2 .0 0
I n d .  5 th  V e in  l u m p ............. C n ic a g o .......... 2 .2 5 2. 15 2 . 15 2 . 0 0 ®  2 .3 5
I n d .  5 th  V ein  m in e  r u n . . . C h ic a g o ........... 1 .9 5 1 .9 5 1 .9 5 1 .8 5 ®  2 . 10
I n d .  5 th  V e in  s c re e n in g s . . C n ic a g o .......... 1 .5 0 1 .3 5 1 .4 0 1 ..4 » ®  1 .5 0
M t .  O liv e  lu m p ...................... S t .  L o u is ......... 2. 50 2 .3 5 2 .3 5 2 . 25@  2 .5 0
M t .  O liv e  m in e  r u n ............ S t.  L o u is ......... 2 .2 5 2. 15 2. 15 2. 15
M t .  O liv e  s c r e e n in g s .......... S t.  L o u is ......... 1 .7 5 1 .5 5 1 .5 5 1 .5 0 ®  1 .60
S ta n d a r d  l u m p ...................... S t .  L o u is 2 .2 5 2 .2 5 2 .2 5 2 .2 5
S ta n d a r d  m in e  r u n ............... S t .  L o u is ......... 1 .8 0 1 .8 0 1 .8 0 1 .7 5 ®  1 .85
S ta n d a r d  s c r e e n in g s ............ S t .  L o u is ......... 1 .7 0 1 .3 0 1 .3 0 1 .7 5 ®  1 .5 0
W e s t  K y .  b lo c k ...................... L o u is v i l le . . . . 1 .5 0 1 .7 5 1 .7 5 1 .7 5 ®  1 .8 5
W e s t K y .  m in e  r u n ............. L o u is v i l le ___ 1. 15 1 .2 0 1 .2 0 1 . 1 0 @  1.1,0
W e s t K y .  s c re e n in g s ........... L o u i s v i l l e . . . . 1 .1 5 I .  10 1. 10 1 .0 0 ®  1 .25
W e s t  K y .  b lo c k ..................... C h ic a g o . 2 .0 0 1 .7 5 1 .7 5 1 .6 5 ®  1.85
W e s t  K y .  m in e  r u n ............. C h ic a g o .......... 1 .3 0 1 .1 5 1 .1 5 . 95@  1 .35

S o u t h  a n d  S o u t h w e s t

1 .40  
1 .4 5
1 .4 0  
2 .2 5  
2.0 ) 
1 .80
1 .3 5
2 .0 5
1 .5 5  

.9 5
2. 10 
1 .50
1 .3 5
1 .0 5
2 .3 5
1 .5 5  
1.10 
2. 15 
1 .7 0  
1 .30

1 .4 0  
1 .4 5
1 .4 0
2 .2 5  
2.00 
1 .8 0
1 .3 5
2 .0 5
1 .5 5
1 .0 5
2 .2 5  
1 .50
1 .3 5
1. 15
2 .3 5
1 .5 5  
1. 10
2. 15 
1 .70
1 .2 5

1. 30@  
1 .3 5 ®  
1 .4 0 ®  
2.20@ 
l .9 0 @  
1 . 6 0 @  
1.20® 
1 .8 5 ®  
1 .4 0 ®  

.9 5 ®  
2 . 0 0 @ 
1. 4 0 ®  
1 .2 5 ®  
1 . 0 0 @ 
2 .2 5 ®  
1 .4 0 ®  
1.00 feu 
1 .8 5 ®  
1 .8 0 ®  
1 .2 5 ®

1 .5 5
1 .5 5  
1 .4 5  
2 .3 0  
2. 10 
1 . 9 0  
1.2Ï
2 .2 5  
1 .75
1. 15
2.25 
1 .6 5  
1 .5 0  
1 . 1 5
2. 50
1 .7 0  
1.20
2 50 
1 .8 5  
1 35

B ig  S e a m  lu m p ................. 2. 10 2 .3 0 2 .3 9 2 .0 5 ® 2 .5 5
B ig  S e a m  m in e  r u n ......... 1 .7 5 2 .0 0 1 .8 5 1. 75@ 2. 00
B ig  S e a m  (w a s h e d ) ......... 1 .8 5 2 .0 0 1 .8 5 1 .7 5 ®  2 .2 5
S. E .  K y .  b lo c k ................. 2 .2 5 2 .4 0 2 .4 0 2 . I0@ 2 .7 5
S. E .  K y . m in e  r u n ......... 1 .7 0 1 .6 5 1 .6 5 1. 50@ 1 .85
S. E .  K y .  b lo c k ................. 2 .2 5 2 .0 0 2 .0 0 2 .0 3 ® 2 35
S. E . K y .  m in e  r u n ........ 1 .5 0 1 .3 5 1 .3 5 1 .3 5 ®  1 .6 0
S. E . K y . s c r e e n in g s . . .  . 1. 10 1 .15 1. 15 1. I0@ 1 .2 5
S. E .  K y . b lo c k ................. 2 .2 5 2 . 15 2. 15 2 .0 0 ® 2 .3 0
S. E .  K y .  m in e  l u n ......... 1 .4 5 1 .5 0 1 .5 0 1 .3 5 @  1 .7 5
S. E .  K y . s c r e e n in g s . . . . 1. 10 1 .0 5 1. 10 1 .0 0 ® 1 .2 5
K a n s a s  lu m p ...................... 4 .0 0 4 .0 0 4 .0 0 4 .0 0
K a n s a s  m in e  r u n .............. 3 .0 0 3 .0 0 3 .0 0 3 .0 0
K a n s a s  s c re e n in g s ............ 2 .6 0 2 .5 0 2 .5 0 2 . 3 5 ® 2 . 5 0

* G ro ss  to n s , f.o .b . v e s se l, H a m p to n  R o a d s .
t  A d v a n c e s  o v e r  p re v io u s  w eek  s h o w n  in  h e a v y  t y p e ;  d e c lin e s  in  ita lics.

C u r r e n t  Q u o t a t i o n s — S p o t  P r i c e s ,  A n t h r a c i t e — G r o s s  T o n s ,  F .O .B .  M in e s
M a r k e t F re ig h t ---------------J u n e
Q u o te d R a te s In d e p e n d e n t

. . .  $ 2 .3 4
2 .3 9

E g g ................................. 2 .3 4 $8. 5 0 ®  $8. 75
E g g ................................. 2 .3 9 8 .7 0 ®  9 .3 0
E g g ................................ 5 .0 6 7 .8 6 ®  8 .5 0
S to v e ............................. 2 .3 4 8. 9 0 ®  9 .2 5
S to v e ............................. 2 .3 9 9. 30(2} 9 .6 5
S to v e ............................. 5 .0 6 8 .2 2 ®  8 .7 0
C h e s t n u t .................... 2 .3 4 8 .3 5 ®  8 .6 5
C h e s tn u t .  .................. 2 .3 9 8 .7 0 ®  9 .5 5
C h e s tn u t ..................... 5 .0 6 8 . 14®  8 .3 5
P e a ................................. 2 .2 2 4 .7 5 ®  5 .5 0
P e a ................................ 2 .1 4 5 .5 0 ©  5 .7 5
P e a ................................ 4 .7 9 4. 91@  5 .3 6
B u c k w h e a t  N o . 1 .. . .  . N e w  Y o r k ............... 2 . 22 2.00(5), 2 .5 0
B u c k w h e a t  N o . 1 .. . .  . P h i la d e lp h ia ........... 2 .1 4 2. 1 5 ®  2 .7 5
R ic e ............................... 2 .2 2 1 .7 5 ®  2 .0 0
R ic e ............................... 2 .1 4 1 .8 5 ®  2 .0 0
B a r l e y .......................... 2 .2 2 1 .4 0 ®  1 .5 0
B a r ie v ........................... 2 .1 4 1 .4 0 ®  1 .5 0
B ir d s e y e ...................... 2 .2 2 1 .5 0 ®  1 .6 5

1925 ,
C o m p a n y  

$8 . 1 0 @ $ 8 . 70 
8 .6 0  

8 .4 5 @  8 .7 0  
8 . 50@  8 .7 0  
7 .4 4 ®  8 . 18 
8 .9 5 ®  9 .2 0  
8 .9 5 (Si 9 . 10 
7 .9 2 ®  8 .1 0  
8. 45@  8 .7 0  
8 .6 0 ®  8 .7 0  
7 .6 9 ®  8 .0 0  
5 .0 0 ®  5 .7 0  
5 . 00@  5 .4 0  
4 .6 9 ®  5 .0 0

2 .5 0
2 .5 0  
2.00 
2.00 
I 50
1 .50  
1 .6 0ir d s e y e .............................  -Mew y o r k ....................  i . i l  l .5 0 @  1 .6 5  1 .6 0  1,30

* N e t  to n s ,  f .o .b . m in e s , t  A d v a n c e s  o v e r p r e v io u s  w eek  s h o w n  in  h e a v y  t y p e ;  d e c lin e s  in  ita lics.

I n d e p e n d e n t

$ 9 ]2 5 ' ' ' '
8, 75@  9 .2 5  
9 .1 5 ®  9 .8 5

8 .4 8  
9 .2 5 ®  9 .7 5
9 . 4 0 ®  10. 30

8 .8 4  
8. 75@  9 .2 5  
9 .0 0 ®  1 0 .0 5  

8 .7 1  
6 . 25@  7 .0 0  
6. 2 5 ®  6 .7 5  

6 .0 3  
1.7 5 ®  2 .2 5  
2 . 1 5 ®  2 .5 0  
1 .5 0 ®  ‘ "  
l.7 5 (T  
1.200 
1 .5 0 ®  
1 .3 0 ®

- J u n e  7, 1926

1 .8 5
2.00
1 .5 0
1 .7 5
1 .6 0

C o m p a n y  
$8 . 2 5 @ $ 9 . 25 

8 .5 0 ®  9 . 15
8. 75@  9 .2 5
9. 0 0 @  9 .1 5

8. 13 
9 .2 5 ®  9 .5 0  
9 .3 5 ®  9 .5 0  
8 .3 3 ®  8 .5 8  
8 .7 5 ®  9 .1 5  
9 .0 0 ®  9 .1 5  
8 .3 8 ®  8 .5 3  
6. 00@  6 .2 5  
6 .0 0 ®  6 .3 5  
5 . 6 5 ®  5 .8 0  
3 .0 0 ®  3 .5 0  
2 .5 0 ®  2 .7 5  
2.00®
2. 00(i 
1 .5 0 6  
1 .5 0 ®

2.00

J u n e  14, I9 2 6 f  ■

2 .2 5
2 .2 5
1 .7 5
1 .7 5

I n d e p e n d e n t

$ 9 . 2 5 " "  
8 . 5 0 @  9 . 2 5  
9 . 0 0 ®  9 . 8 5  

8 .4 8  
9 .2 5 ®  9 .7 5  
9 . 1 5 ® 1 0 . 30  

8 .8 4  
8 . 5 0 ®  9 . 2 5  
8 . 7 5 ®  1 0 . 0 5  

8 .71  
6 .5 0 ®  7 .0 1  
6 .2 5 ®  6 .7 5  

6 .0 3  
1 . 75@  2 .2 5  
2 . 15®  2 .5 0  
l . b O ®  1 . 8 5  
1 . 6 5 ®  2 . 0 0  
1.10@ 1.1,0 
1. 5 0 ®  1 . 75 
1 .3 0 ®  1 .6 0

C o m p a n y  
$ 8 .2 5 ®  $ 9 .2 5  

8 . 5 0 ®  9 . 15 
8 . 75@  9 .2 5  
9 .0 0 ®  9 . 15 

8 . 13 
9 .2 5 @  9 .5 0  
9 .3 5 ®  9 .5 0  
8 . 33@  8 .5 8  
8 .7 5 ®  9 . 15 
9 . 00@  9 .1 5  
8 .3 8 ®  8 .5 3  
6 .0 0 ®  6 .2 5  
6 .0 0 ®  6 .3 5  
5 .6 5 ®  5 .8 0  
3 .0 0 ®  3 .5 0  
2 . 2 5 ®  2 . 7 5  
2 .0 0 ®  2 .2 5  
1 . 7 5 ®  2 . 2 5  
1 .5 0 ®  1 ,7 5  
1 .5 0 ®  1 .7 5  

2.00
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Last week 13,171 carloads of coal 

moved through the Cincinnati gateway. 
This total, which was a decrease of 
1,693 compared to last week, but an in­
crease of 964 compared to same week 
last year, included 3,635 cars of lake 
coal en route to Toledo and Sandusky. 
There was an increase of 60 in the 
number of empties sent to the mines.

Columbus More Active 
With the lake trade running along 

smoothly and a better feeling develop­
ing in domestic circles, slightly more 
activity is reported in the Columbus 
market. Retail stocks as a rule are not 
heavy and buying to replenish them is 
expected to be steady.

Steam business shows no particular 
change in the last week. Many manu- 

consumers seems to have spent itself. A little better tone to the west helped facturing plants have been cutting in
May receipts at the docks were 115,- prepared smokeless, but there were a on their reserves, which has reduced 

538 tons of anthracite and 1,691,569 few concessions under $3 for both lump spot purchases and contract shipments, 
tons of bituminous. Compared with the and egg. Stove holds about to the June Public utilities are about the only ex­
same month last year hard-coal re- circular as does nut. Mine-run is still ception to this rule. Railroads are tak- 
ceipts decreased 269,840 tons and soft- firm at $2. The heavy “make” for the ing their usual requirements, but in 
coal increased 115,938 tons. The latest lakes precluded much change in screen- some cases are buying on the open 
weekly report shows the arrival of 46 ings. market. Contracting is slow in every
cargoes including 2 of anthracite, and The spread in the price of high-vola- way, owing to the low prices on distress 
26 cargoes including 4 of anthracite, tile lump is $2@$2.50. Egg business coal. Individual embargoes against
were reported en route. has been fairly good since the price has lake shipments during the past week

Shipments of coal from the docks advanced. Mine-run, after a spurt, has forced considerable cheap coal onto the
during May totaled 11,808 cars, as com- lulled a little, but slack holds its own. Columbus market,
pared with 11,855 cars during April 
and 12,302 cars during May last year.
Shipments so far during June have been 
about the same as last month.

Buying at the Twin Cities is con­
fined to current needs. There is little 
stocking for the future, though prices 
now quoted are tempting. Coal is mov­
ing out so slowly at Milwaukee just 
now, while receipts by cargo continue 
so heavy that it  is difficult to keep the 
docks clear for incoming cargoes. The 
dullness is largely seasonal. Prices are 
unchanged since the recent shading of 
Pocahontas to stimulate bin filling.

Storage Buying Brisk in Southwest 
Only a few  Kansas shafts are work­

ing on contracts. Most of the coal 
from this field now marketed is from 
shovel mines, and much of it is being 
crushed. Shaft screenings, when they 
can be had, sell for $2.50, but this trade 
for the most part, is being supplied 
with crushed shovel mine run at $2.35@ 
$2.50. There is a good demand for 
Kansas coal for threshing. Orders for 
Arkansas semi-anthracite for summer 
storage are so brisk that operators ex­
pect no difficulty in keeping the mines 
working full time all summer.

Domestic trade is sluggish in Colo­
rado, but steam demand is somewhat 
better. The mines are at about 50 per 
cent running time and the trade is not 
in the mood for much storage coal. 
Prices reflect little change.

In Utah the market is unusually ac­
tive for June, due to the low prices of 
larger sizes to induce summer storage. 
Lump of the best quality is retailing at 
$6.50 and $6.45 c.o.d., compared with 
$9 not long ago. “No hills” have been 
cut down about 80 per cent. The slack 
situation is improving.

Dullness Settles in Cincinnati 
Dog day dullness is beginning to set­

tle on the Cincinnati market. During 
the past week demand from the lakes 
has been just strong enough to keep 
pace with that from tidewater and keep 
prices on an even keel.

Coal Age Index of Spot Prices of Bituminous Coal F.O.B. Mines
1 9 2 6  --------------------------------  1 9 2 5  1 9 2 4

J u n e  14  J u n e  7 M a y  3 1  M a y  2 4  J u n e  1 5  J u n e  1 6
T n(1ex    1 5 6  1 5 7  1 6 0  1 5 7  1 6 0  1 6 6
W e i g h t e d  a v e r a g e  p r i c e ....................$ 1 .8 9  $ 1 .9 0  $ 1 .9 4  $ 1 .8 9  $ 1 .9 4  $ 2 .0 1

T h i s  d i a g r a m  s h o w s  t h e  r e l a t i v e ,  n o t  t h e  a c t u a l ,  p r i c e s  o n  f o u r t e e n  c o a l s ,  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e  o f  n e a i i y  9 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  b i t u m i n o u s  o u t p u t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w e i g h t e d  f i r s t  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  e a c h  o f  s l a c k ,  p r e p a r e d  a n d  r u n - o f - m i n e  n o r m a l l y  s h i p p e d ,  
a n d  s e c o n d ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t o n n a g e  o f  e a c h  n o r m a l l y  p r o d u c e d  T h e  a v e r a g e  t h u s  
o b t a i n e d  w a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  e n d e d  J u n e  1 9 1 4  a s  1 0 0 , 
a f t e r  t h e  m a n n e r  a d o p t e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o n  " P r i c e s  o f  C o a l  a n d  C o k e :  1 9 1 3 - 1 9 1 8 ,”  p u b ­
l i s h e d  b y  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  a n d  t h e  W a r  I n d u s t r i e s  B o a r d .
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BInJM1NOUS COAL DUMPED
A I

HAMPTON ROADS
BY WEEKS
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Output in the southern Ohio field is 
now about 15 per cent and will be lower 
soon as the result of an order by the 
Ohio Mine Workers, closing all mines 
being operated on a co-operative basis.

In eastern Ohio a slight improve­
ment is discernible, in that coal is less 
abundant and prices are a little firmer.

The railroads are taking normal ton­
nage, and the No. 8 field is participating 
to at least one-third of the weekly out­
put, but the retailers are very quiet, 
especially in so far as Ohio coals are 
concerned.

About 75 per cent of the lake move­
ment is via the ports of Toledo and 
Sandusky and the No. 8 field is partici­
pating in this movement less during 
the present season than ever before. 
Ohio mines, however, are furnishing 
considerable vessel fuel, but not in the 
same volume as formerly.

Eastern Ohio production for the week 
ended June 5 aggregated 161,000 tons, 
or about 27 per cent of potential capac­
ity. This was 45,000 tons under the 
corresponding week a year ago.

Pittsburgh Trade Still Slipping
Conditions in the Pittsburgh market 

continue to grow poorer. The field of 
distribution is being narrowed by offer­
ings of W est Virginia and other fields, 
which is sharpening competition among 
the Pittsburgh operators who are try­
ing to run.

The steel industry has been tapering 
off less than it did a year ago. Prices 
still show a softening tendency.

Seasonal dullness and keen competi­
tion are reflected in short working time 
and low earnings in the central Penn­
sylvania field. The district is now 
working about one-half normal.

Conditions at Buffalo show little 
change. Prices maintain recent levels. 
Low volatile is very quiet and the move­
ment of high volatile is light. The 
hard-coal trade is not improving.

A t Toronto there is a fair volume of 
business in anthracite. The yards are 
well stocked, with plenty of supplies 
coming through from the mines. Little 
activity is reported in soft coals, how­
ever, as industrial concerns have not 
yet begun placing orders. Prices are 
unchanged.

New England Still Sinking
The bituminous market in New Eng­

land is a shade nearer the bottom, al­
though the low point of the season 
doubtless is yet to be reached. Prices 
all along the line have slumped, al­

though the modifications from day to 
day are not so noticeable.

Hampton Roads accumulations are 
not large, but prices are depressed. No 
sales in the last few  days have been 
noted at more than $4.35 per gross ton 
f.o.b. vessel for No. 1 Navy Standard, 
and it is possible that $4.25 has actually 
been touched. Distributors at this end 
also are finding the going hard.

Pennsylvania coals are at a mini­
mum, and this means that consumers in 
the twilight zone are trying their luck 
here and there with all-rail coal to the 
exclusion of the smokeless grades. This 
accounts for only a small tonnage, how­
ever, though it has a bearing on the 
large stocks on hand at most of the 
storage yards. On cars Boston and 
Providence it can hardly be said that 
the current level is anything in excess 
of $5.50 per gross ton, if  indeed actual 
sales are made at figures higher than 
$5.35.

New York Market Quiet
The New York market is dull. Rail­

roads as well as industrial consumers 
are holding off contracts in many cases 
and either buying from month to month 
or living on their stockpiles. Stocks 
have got down to a point, however, 
where many consumers who have not 
been in the market recently w ill have 
to do some buying before long. Ex­
ports are quite heavy as a result of the 
British coal strike, but this business is 
confined largely to Southern coals. A 
little extra bunker business is coming 
to this port, but it has had no notice­
able effect on the market, tidewater 
prices remaining stationary.

i\  tendency to mark time still pre­

vails in the Philadelphia market. Many 
large railroad contracts are still un­
signed, but the roads have a receptive 
ear if the price is in accordance with 
their ideas. The market in slack seems 
to be an in and out affair. Tide condi­
tions are quiet outside of bunkers.

The only element of decided interest 
in the Baltimore trade is an increase in 
demand for exports and bunkers, 
though this has not been heavy enough 
to cause any flurry in the home market.

Birmingham Trade at Low Level
At Birmingham the volume of busi­

ness is at the lowest point for the year. 
Most all the regular industrial con­
tracts have been renewed. The South­
ern and Seaboard Air Line awards, the 
last of the large rail contracts, are still 
pending. Bunker trade shows no stimu­
lus from the British strike. Quotable 
prices are virtually unchanged. The 
average running time is about four days 
per week. Spot demand for foundry 
coke is fairly good at $6, and some con­
tracting is being done for the third 
quarter at $5.50 per ton. Domestic 
sizes are $3.50 to $5, with only a mod­
erate inquiry.

Anthracite Demand Weakens
Demand for anthracite at New York 

is easing off to such an extent that the 
selling end is unable to keep up with 
output. Some of the independents, in 
fact already are operating part time. 
There is still a good demand for stove 
coal, and company egg is moving well. 
Independents also have no trouble in 
disposing of egg  at a price, but chest­
nut is hard to move on any terms, and 
as a result the price has weakened 
further. Independent stove is short 
in supply but has come down a little 
in price. No. 1 buckwheat and rice are 
about equally soft, with some extremely 
low prices heard of on distress lots at 
tidewater. Barley also is weak.

A further falling off is noticeable at 
Philadelphia. Retailers cannot induce 
customers to take in coal, but are 
standing quite firm on prices. The 
steam market is dull and there is much 
surplus coal. Independent prices for 
distress coal are quite low, and now it 
is reported that at least one company 
shipper is w illing to accept $2.25 for 
buckwheat and $1.75 for rice in fairly  
sizable tonnages. Extreme dullness 
prevails at Baltimore.

Anthracite shipments by lake from 
Buffalo during the week ended June 10 
totaled 53,700 tons, of which 25,200
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C a r s  C a rs
W e e k  e n d e d  M a y  29 , 1926 .............  1 ,081,164 177,600
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W e e k  e n d e d  M a y  30, 1 9 2 5 ................  913 ,087  149,604
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323 ,624
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75 ,253
82,304

133,559
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tons cleared for Duluth and Superior. 
14,300 tons for Chicago and 14,200 tons 
for Milwaukee.

Spot Coke Market Tone Firmer

Connellsville spot furnace coke is 
quotable at $2.75@$2.90, but there 
seems to be a better adjustment of pro­

duction to contract shipping require­
ments, which presages greater firmness 
if any considerable tonnages have to be 
bought.

Negotiations on third-quarter or sec­
ond-half contracts are dragging, not 
so much through haggling about prices 
on renewals as because some consumers 
would like to switch to better brands.

Standard foundry coke remains 
quotable at $4@$4.50. Some contracts 
for second half have been made at 
$4.75, while others, for practically 
standard coke, have been made at 
slightly less.

Production in the Connellsville and 
Lower Connellsville region in the week 
ended June 5, according to the Courier, 
was 80,400 tons by the furnace ovens, 
a decrease of 5,100 tons, and 61,590 tons 
by the merchant ovens, a decrease of 
2,950 tons.

1 3 5 , 2 6 6 , 6 1 2  T o n s  in  1 9 2 5

Total output of bituminous coal in 
Pennsylvania in 1925, according to 
figures just compiled by Frank Hall, 
Deputy Secretary of Mines, was 135,- 
266,612 net tons. The total production 
of coke was 10,589,359 tons. The 
largest production of both bituminous 
and coke was in Fayette County, which 
produced 28,684,339 tons of coal and 
6,273,261 tons of coke.

The Department of Mines’ figures on 
bituminous coal and coke production 
in net tons by counties follow:

P e n n a .  S o f t-C o a l O u tp u t

W estern  E u rop e T akes M ost o f  
B ritish  Coal E xports

Great Britain’s principal markets 
during the coal year from April 1, 1925 
to March 31, 1926, were in western 
Europe. British shipments to that
area of more than 16,000,000 tons 
almost equalled the total United States 
coal exports during the same period, 
according to the Minerals Section of 
the Department of Commerce.

Northern Europe was second in im­
portance as a receiving area of British 
coal, with imports for the period men­
tioned above amounting to 10,000,000 
tons; southern Europe followed with
7.000.000 tons; South America took
4.000.000 tons; Africa 3,000,000 tons 
and North America about 1,000,000 
tons.

France was the largest importer of 
British coal during the year with re­
ceipts totaling 7,962,000 tons. Italy  
was second with imports amounting to
6.124.000 tons; Argentina followed 
with receipts of 2,489,000 tons; while 
Egypt ranked in fourth place with a 
total of 1,946,000 tons. Following 
Egypt in the order of the size of their 
imports were Brazil, 1,149,000 tons; 
French Africa, 994,000 tons; Canada,
573.000 tons; Uruguay, 339,000 tons, 
and Chile, 102,000 tons.

Canada Increases Coke 
P rod u ction

The increasing use of coke as a 
household fuel in Canada is indicated 
by the production of 152,480 net tons 
during March, an increase of 10 per 
cent over the same month last year, 
but an 8 per cent decrease from  
February, 1926. Coke imports during 
March totaled 102,485 tons, compared 
with 73,796 in February. Most of this 
fuel was brought into the Province of 
Ontario, which always has been the 
principal market in Canada for im­
ported fuel. The marked advance in 
imports appears to have been accom­
panied by an increase in coke consump­
tion to 249,633 tons in March, compared 
with 235,359 tons in February and 200,- 
364 in March, 1925.

Of the 237,565 tons of bituminous 
coal used for coke-making, 151,005 tons 
was imported from the United States 
and the balance supplied by domestic 
mines. Of the total production, 65,619 
tons was sold to consumers, 67,967 used 
in smelters and 18,919 in coke plants. 
The Province of Ontario led with a pro­
duction of 75,720 tons, followed by 
Eastern Canada, with 53,386 tons.

Exports decreased from 5,453 tons in 
March, 1925, to 5,332 tons in the cor­
responding month of the current year.

P ro d u c tio n  
C o u n tie s  of C o a l

A lle g h e n y ..................................
A r m s tr o n g .
B e a v e r .........
B e d f o r d . . . .
B la ir ..............
B ra d fo rd  . .
B u t l e r ..........
C a m b r ia .  . .
C e n t e r .........
C la r io n .........
C le a r f ie ld ..
C lin to n .  . . .
E lk .

P ro d u c tio n  
o f C o k e

3,126 ,898  
80,006 

452,286 
298,051 

9,181 
1,945,287 

16,656,181 
* 6 ,1 1 2  

1 ,462,529 
5,440,701 

182,964 
1,052,684

F a y e t t e ...........................................  2 8 ,684 ,339
F u l to n ..........................................
G re e n e ................................................  ’
H u n t in g d o n ..............................  669 ,587
I n d ia n a .......................................
J e f f e r s o n .....................................
L a w re n c e ....................................  2 3 'o ? q
L y c o m in g ...................................
M e rc e r .........................................
S o m e r s e t ....................................
T io g a ............................................  '  44,680
V e n a n g o .....................................
W a s h in g to n ..............................  15 ,421,542
W e s tm o r e la n d  .............  20 ,720 ,626  ____________

T o t a l s ...................................... 135 ,266,612 10 ,589 ,359
* 1,504,209 to n s  o f co a l p u rc h a s e d .

Anthracite Output by Counties in 1925
( I n  N e t  T o n s)
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C o u n ty

A d a m s ..........................................................................V i Y i ü
A p p a n o o s e ........................................................... i i i ’Soo
B o o n e ....................................................................
D a l l a s .................................................................... 516,011
D a v is ,  J e f fe r s o n , L u c a s ,  a n d  W a r r e n .  630 ,368
G r e e n e .........................................................................................
G u t h r i e ............................................................................. .. n i
J a s p e r ....................................................................  77 -08
K e o k u k ..............................................................................a i  '-j a
M a h a s k a ..............................................................  . . i ' . i Z
M a r i o n ..................................................................
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3 .3 1 603 265 87 955
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S ta t is t ic s  is s u e d  b y  U . S . B u re a u  o f M in e s .
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a c t iv e  m in e s  of c o m m e rc ia l
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F o r e ig n  M arket 
A nd E x p o rt N ew s

S t r ic t  R e g u l a t i o n s  a s  W e l l  
A s  C o n t in u a n c e  o f  S t r ik e  

T i e  U p  B r i t i s h  C o a l  T r a d e
London, June 4.-—The strictness of the 

regulations governing release very 
nearly prohibits export business in 
Welsh coals, and transactions are closed 
only in rare instances. The intention 
at present is to bunker vessels at Welsh 
ports from cargoes due from Germany. 
Exporters are handling American and 
German coals for home and depots, and 
through coal f.o.b. Rotterdam is 25s. 
6d.@27s. 6d., and American mine-run, 
$7.50@$8, Hampton Roads. Some bunk­
ers have been sold f.o.b. Brixham at 
42s. 6d. The growing list of lost con­
tracts includes the Portuguese State 
Railways, which have bought 15,000 
tons of American and German coal and 
the South American Railways, which 
have purchased 50,000 tons of Ameri­
can coal.

Stocks of British bunkering coal at 
foreign depots have been exhausted and 
are being replenished from America and 
Germany. Some of the British Channel 
ports still hold fair stocks of domestic 
coal, and in some cases these have been 
augmented by French supplies. The 
public utilities, foreseeing industrial 
trouble have laid in good stocks, but all 
the chief railways are operating on a 
reduced schedule.

Coal is being strictly rationed to 
householders at the rate of 56 lb. per 
week for each house. Those houses 
which have gas or oil cookers or any 
alternative form of heating or cooking 
are not allowed any coal at all. There 
is no restriction on coke. Prices at for­
eign depots have risen from 10 to 50 per 
cent in the past few  weeks.

F rench  Coals in  B risk  D em and  
D u e to B ritish  Strike

Paris, May 28.— Owing to the stop­
page of British collieries, French coals 
are much sought at the present time 
and most of the French mines are 
behind in deliveries. Some British 
steamers are bunkering at French 
ports. Transportation from the Nord 
and Pas-de-Calais coal field both by rail 
and by water is unimpeded.

Canal freight rates are on the in­
crease; the Bethune to Paris rate is 
now 30 fr. to 30 fr. 50c.

The Nord and Pas-de-Calais collieries 
are regularly enforcing their new 
schedule of prices, which implies in the 
main, the following increases per ton 
as from May 16: 10 fr. on unwashed
industrial coals, 13 fr. on washed in­
dustrial coals, 20 fr. on domestic sizes 
and 15 fr. on cokes. French miners in 
the other coal fields are now suing for 
an increase in wages similar to that 
obtained by workers in the Nord and 
Pas-de-Calais, namely, about 3 fr. 
per day.

The inland selling prices of the Sarre 
coal field have been increased by 5 per 
cent, namely, by 4 to 6 fr. for un­
washed coals, 6 fr. for washed coals and 
6 to 9 fr. for cokes. Ordinary coke of 
the Sarre is now sold at 152 fr. and 
special coke at 162 fr. per ton.

Deliveries of indemnity fuels during 
the first eight days of May, to the 
O.H.S. included 102,800 tons of coal, 
69,700 tons of coke and 7,600 tons of 
lignite briquets. During the first 
twenty-five days of May the O.R.C.A. 
received from the Ruhr 219,275 tons 
of coke.

B elg ian  M arket R u shed  
F or A ll Grades

Brussels, May 28.— The Belgian coal 
market has undergone a complete 
transformation in the last few  days 
and there is now almost a run on all 
kinds of coal. No fresh orders are 
being accepted for anthracite, what­
ever the price offered by purchasers. 
Of course, the stoppage of British col­
lieries is the cause of this reversal of 
conditions, as Belgian collieries have 
now practically no more foreign com­
petition to contend with.

The inland demand is strong and 
that from the East of France also has 
increased. Prices have become quite 
firm both for industrial and for do­
mestic coals.

During the month of April, Belgium  
received 254,969 tons of indemnity 
fuels from the Ruhr.

R eich  M akes Cash G rant to  A id  
G erm an Coal Industry

An important decision which will ma­
terially benefit the German coal-mining 
industry, amounting in effect to a sub­
stantial subsidy, was recently reported 
in a Reuter dispatch.

Under the reparation agreement the 
price credited to Germany was the in­
land price of coal. Subsequently the 
British inland price was taken as the 
basis, but as the British subsidy to the 
mines was not taken into calculation, 
the German mines suffered heavy losses 
on reparation coal, averaging 3 marks 
a ton on average monthly deliveries of 
one million tons.

The German owners demanded that 
the Reich should meet this deficit on 
the ground that the Reich issues the 
orders for the reparation deliveries, and 
the government committee which deals 
with such economic questions has de  ̂
cided that the government is liable for 
the difference in price. The German 
industry will, therefore, receive imme­
diately large cash payments, stated to 
exceed 15,000,000 marks.

The importance of the decision, how­
ever, lies in the protection it affords 
against future losses caused by the dif­
ferences between German and British 
coal prices.

Export Clearances Week Ended June 10
F o r  I t a l y :  T o n s

I t a l .  S t r .  M a r i n a  O , f o r  G e n o a   1 ,8 2 1
B r .  S t r .  N i l e ,  f o r  G e n o a ................................. 8 ,2 1 8
I t a l .  S t r .  C l a r a ,  f o r  V e n i c e ........................... 5 ,1 9 3
J u g o s l a v .  S t r .  F r e d e r i k a  G l a v i c ,  f o r

P a l e r m o  ..............................................................  8 ,2 9 9
I t a l .  S t r .  A u r a n i a ,  f o r  G e n o a .....................  6 ,9 8 9

F o r  U r u g u a y :
B r .  S t r .  L a n c a s t e r  C a s t l e ,  f o r  M o n t e ­

v i d e o  ....................................................................... 6 ,9 7 0
F o r  B r a z i l :

N o r .  S t r .  T i l t h o r n ,  f o r  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o  9 ,0 3 0  
B r a z .  S t r .  C a m p o s ,  f o r  P e r n a m b u c o .  . 3 ,7 7 9
B r .  S t r .  B o v e r t o n ,  f o r  P a r a .....................  4 ,1 6 1
B r .  S t r .  B e a t u s ,  f o r  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o . .  6 ,9 0 7  
B r .  S t r .  P o r t f i e l d ,  f o r  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o  6 ,3 7 9  

F o r  J a m a i c a :
N o r  S t r .  D a m p e n ,  f o r  K i n g s t o n   2 ,2 0 1
N o r .  S t r .  O t t a r ,  f o r  K i n g s t o n ..................  1 ,3 5 9

F o r  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m :
B r .  S t r .  Q u e e n  O l g a ,  f o r  a  p o r t  i n

E n g l a n d  ..............................................................  7 ,3 7 6
B r .  S t r .  L a d y  B r i n d a ,  f o r  U n i t e d

K i n g d o m  p o r t s  ............................................  4 ,5 6 1
B r .  S t r .  E a s t e r n  P r i n c e ,  f o r  U n i t e d

K i n g d o m  p o r t s  ............................................  9 ,7 7 4
B r .  S t r .  E l e c t r i c i a n ,  f o r  L i v e r p o o l . . .  6 ,8 1 0  
B r .  S t r .  F a l l s  C i t y ,  f o r  a n  E n g l i s h  p o r t  7 ,3 2 3  

F o r  C a n a r y  I s l a n d s :
B r .  S t r .  M e r i o n e t h ,  f o r  T e n e r i f f e . . .  . 6 ,9 2 3  

F o r  A r g e n t i n a :
B r .  S t r .  L e n f i e l d ,  f o r  B u e n o s  A i r e s . .  5 ,9 9 9  
I t a l .  S t r .  A r t i c o ,  f o r  B u e n o s  A i r e s .  . 8 ,1 0 2  
N o r .  S t r .  H e r a k l e s ,  f o r  P u e r t o  L a

P l a t a  ......................................................................  6 ,5 6 0
F o r  C u b a :

B r .  S t r .  B e r w i n d m o o r ,  f o r  H a v a n a .  . 9 ,6 8 2  
F o r  E g y p t :

G r k .  S t r .  V a s i l e v u s a ,  f o r  P o r t  S a i d .  . 6 .5 8 T  
F o r  C a n a d a :

B r .  S t r .  E m p e r o r  o f  P o r t  M c N ic o l l ,
f o r  Q u e b e c  ........................................................ 2 ,2 7 8

B r .  S t r .  W e n t w o r t h ,  f o r  M o n t r e a l . . .  7 ,2 0 3  
B r .  S t r .  P h i l i p  T .  D o d g e ,  f o r  P o r t

A l f r e d  ...................................................................  6 ,4 8 6
F o r  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s :

B r .  S t r .  M o u n t b a n k ,  f o r  S t .  T h o m a s  3 ,7 4 3  
F o r  S p a i n :

D a n .  S t r .  J o s e y ,  f o r  G i b r a l t a r ..................  3 ,6 1 3
F o r  C o l o m b i a :

B r .  A t r .  A l m a g r o ,  f o r  P u e r t o  C o l u m b i a  5 1 8

F R O M  B A L T I M O R E

F o r  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  : T o n s
D a n .  S t r .  K r o n b e r g ,  f o r  G a r s t o n . . . .  5 ,2 1 6
B r .  S t r .  L l a n b e r i s ,  f o r  D u b l i n   5 ,5 1 1
G r .  S t r .  P o s e i d o n ,  f o r  Q u e e n s t o w n . . .  5 ,5 7 9  
D a n .  S t r .  U r a n i e n b o r g ,  f o r  G a r s t o n . .  5 ,7 2 1  
S p a n .  S t r .  G o r b e a  M e n d i ,  f o r  L i v e r p o o l  5 ,7 4 7  

F o r  F r a n c e :
G r .  S t r .  E m a n u e l e  S t a v r o n d i s ,  f o r

H a v r e  .................................................................... 6 ,5 1 2
F o r  I t a l y :

I t a l .  S t r .  M in c i o ,  f o r  ....................  6 ,9 4 1
F o r  P o r t o  R i c o :

A m .  S t r .  D e l f i n i  ( c o k e )  f o r  S a n  J u a n  1 3 7

Hampton Roads Coal Dumpings*
( I n  G r o s s  T o n s )

N . & W . P ie r s ,  L a m b e r ts  P t . :  J u n e  3 J u n e  10
T o n s  d u m p e d  fo r  w e e k ....................  149,842 150,268

V irg in ia n  P ie r s ,  S ew alls  P t . :
T o n s  d u m p e d  fo r  w eek .....................  85 ,260  78 ,268

C . &  O . P ie rs , N e w p o r t  N ew s:
T o n s  d u m p e d  fo r  w e e k ....................  182 ,954 193,115

* D a ta  o n  c a rs  o n  h a n d ,  to n n a g e  o n  h a n d  a n d
to n n a g e  w a it in g  w ith h e ld  d u e  to  s h ip p e r s ’ p ro te s t .

Pier and Bunker Prices, Gross Tons
P I E R S

J u n e  5 J u n e  12f
P o o l 1, N e w  Y o r k . . . .  $ 5 .45@ $5. 70 $ 5 . 1 0 @ $ 5 . 15 
P o o l  9, N e w  Y o r k . . . .  4 . 9 0 @ 5 . I 5  4 .9 0 @ 5 .6 S
P o o l 10, N e w  Y o r k . . . .  4 .6 5 @  4 .8 5  4 . 6 0 @  * .00
P o o l I I , N e w  Y o r k . . . .  4 .3 5 ®  4 .5 5  4 .3 5 ®  4 .5 6
P o o l 9, P h i la d e lp h ia . .  4 .9 5 @  5 .3 0  4 .9 5 @  5 .5 0  
P o o l  10, P h i la d e lp h ia . .  4 .7 0 @ 5 .0 0  4 .7 O @ 5 .O 0
P o o l  11, P h i la d e lp h ia . .  4 .3 5 @  4 .6 5  4 .3 5 @  4 .3 5
P o o l 1, H a m p . R o a d s . 4 .4 5 ®  4 .5 0  i . i O @  4 .5 5
P o o l 2, H a m p . R o a d s .  4 .2 0 ®  4 .3 0  4.25(8) 4 .3 5
P o o l  3, H a m p . R o a d s .  4.00(a) 4 .1 0  S .9 0 ®  A . 00
P o o ls  5-6-7, H a m p . R d s .  3 .9 0 @  4 .0 0  4 ,0 0 @  4 .1 5

B U N K E R S
P o o l 1, N e w  Y o r k . . . .  $ 5 .7 0 @ $ 5 .9 5  $ 5 .7 0 @ $ 5 .9 5  
P o o l  9, N e w  Y o r k . . . .  5 .1 5 ®  5 .3 0  5 . 1 5 @ 5 . 3 0
P o o l  10, N e w  Y o r k . . , .  4 .9 0 ®  5 .1 0  4 .9 0 ®  5 .1 0
P o o l  11, N e w  Y o r k . . . .  4 .6 0 ®  4 .8 0  4 .6 0 (3 ) 4 .8 0
P o o l  9, P h i la d e lp h i a . .  5 .2 0 @  5 .5 5  5 .2 0 ®  5 .5 5  
P o o l  10, P h i l a d e lp h i a . .  4 .9 5 ®  5 .2 5  4 . 9 5 @ 5 . 2 5
P o o l  I I ,  P h i l a d e lp h i a . .  4 .6 0 @  4 .9 0  4 .6 0 ®  4 .9 0
P o o l  1, H a m p . R o a d s .  4 .5 0  4 .5 0
P o o l  2, H a m p . R o a d s . 4 .3 0  4 .3 5
P o o ls , 5 -6-7 , H a m p .  R d s . 4 .1 0  4 .1 0

t A d v a n c e s  o v e r  p r e v i o u s  w e e k  s h o w n  In 
h e a v y  t y p e  ; d e c l i n e s  i n  i t a l i c s .

mailto:4.90@5.I5
mailto:4.70@5.00
mailto:4.7O@5.O0
mailto:5.15@5.30
mailto:4.95@5.25
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Butler Loader
S m a l l  i n  s i z e  a n d  

f u l l - r e v o l v i n g ,  w i t h  
i t s  s c o o p  t u r n i n g  
o v e r  i n  d i s c h a r g e  
t h i s  l o a d e r  i s  w e l l  
a d a p t e d  t o  u s e  
u n d e r g r o u n d .  I t s  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l i g h t  
w e i g h t  a l s o  m a k e s  
i t  e a s y  t o  m o v e  
f r o m  p l a c e  t o  p l a c e .  
I t  c a n  l o a d  c a r s  
s p o t t e d  e i t h e r  b e ­
s i d e  o r  b e h i n d  
I t s e l f .

C om ing M eetings
American Society for Testing Mate­

rials. Convention at Haddon Hall, 
Atlantic City, N. J., June 21-25. Secre­
tary, C. L. Warwick, 1315 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia, Pa.

American Institute of Electrical En­
gineers. Annual convention, White 
Sulphur Springs, W. Va., June 21-25. 
Secretary, F. L. Hutchinson, 29 West 
39th St., New York City.

Illinois Mining Institute. Annual 
summer meeting on steamer “Cape Gir­
ardeau,” leaving St. Louis, Mo., June 24 
and returning June 26. Secretary, 
Frank F. Tirre, Central National Bank 
Bldg., St. Louis, Mo.

American Society of Mechanical En­
gineers. Spring convention at San 
Francisco, Calif., June 28-30. Secre­
tary, Calvin W. Rice, 29 W est 39th 
St., New York City.

Illinois and Wisconsin Retail Coal 
Dealers’ Association. Thirty-first an­
nual convention, Highland Hotel, Lake 
Delavan, Wis., June 28-30. Managing 
Director, N. H. Kendall, Great Northern 
Hotel, Chicago, 111.

Fifth International First-Aid and 
Mine-Rescue Contest, San Francisco, 
Calif., during the first week of Septem­
ber, 1926, under the auspices of the 
Bureau of Mines, Department of Com­
merce.

Coal Mining Institute of America.
Annual meeting, Chamber of Com­
merce, Pittsburgh, Pa., Dec. 8, 9 and 10. 
Secretary, H. D. Mason, Jr., Box 604, 
Ebensburg, Pa.

N ew  E q u ip m en t

N ew  C om panies
The W ashington Star Mining Co., 230

South Clark Street, Chicago, has been 
incorporated with a capital of $18,000 
to own and operate mining properties. 
The incorporators are J. F. Spoerri, 
W. A. Bradford and H. C. Nagle.

The Talbot Coal Corp., New York 
City engaged in coal mining, has been 
chartered at Albany, N. Y., with a cap­
ital of 750 shares of no par value. F. H. 
Butehorn, F. C. Taylor and J. T. Asp- 
bury, 120 Broadway, New York City, 
are directors and subscribers. Weeks 
Brothers, 52 William St., New York 
City, are attorneys for corporation.

Gulf Roan Smokeless Coal Co., 
Clarksburg, W. Va., was organized re­
cently to mine coal, manufacture coke 
and coal briquets in Harrison County, 
with Levi W. Keaster, George G. Lynch, 
W alter Elliott, Mamie Lee Morns and 
Dennis S. Mclntire, all of Clarksburg, 
as incorporators. The capital stock is 
$300,000.

The W atts Coal Co., capital $20,000, 
has been incorporated in Corydon, Ky., 
by Alex. W atts, Wm. Kavanaugh and 
others.

The Logan-Central Coal Co., o f St. 
Albans, W. Va., was organised recently 
to mine coal. T h e  incorporators are
E R. Milligan, N. E. Milligan, C. L. 
Milligan, W. C. Sharpe and I. F. bom- 
merville, all of St. Albans.

F u l l - R e v o lv in g  S h o v e l  w i t h  

U p s e t t i n g  S c o o p

The underground loading machine 
invented and developed by R. S. Butler, 
assistant manager of the Barnsdall 
Zinc Co., Joplin, Mo., first placed on the 
market by the Lake Superior Loader 
Co., of Duluth, Minn., is now made by 
the Nordberg Manufacturing Co., of 
Milwaukee, Wis.

Since its acquisition by that company, 
the design has been materially changed. 
The new shovel operates in the same 
general way as did the earlier model 
—that is, it is of the full-revolving 
type, and the dipper is pushed into the 
material, loaded, filled and dumped. 
The design, however, has been changed 
throughout. Instead of using castings 
for the dipper arms and side frames, 
steel bars and rolled shapes are em­
ployed. It is also stated that in the 
old shovel the dipper, when dumped, 
operated in the same manner as the 
dipper of the ordinary steam shovel—  
that is, the bottom dropped open, per­
m itting the material to fall through. 
In the new shovel the bucket is rotated 
and dumped in an entirely different 
manner. This may readily be seen from 
the accompanying illustration of the 
shovel.

D ip p e r  T u r n s  Co m pl e t e l y  Over

With the old shovel, it is also stated, 
it was somewhat difficult to handle 
coarse broken material, as there was a 
tendency for this to clog in trying to 
pass through the bucket. With the up- 
to-date machine, it is possible to load a 
single rock that is much larger than 
the dipper, as it does not have to pass 
through the dipper when being dis­
charged. On the old machine, further­
more, there were hydraulic cylinders or 
pots to control the lifting stroke of the 
dipper. These have been eliminated 
entirely in the new machine.

The design, says the company, has 
been strengthened and simplified in 
many ways, which will eliminate the 
breakage that was not uncommon with

earlier models. It is furthermore stated 
that the new shovel is extremely rapid 
in its operation.

The new model consists of three prin­
cipal parts: the base, the operating 
cylinder, and the dipper assembly. The 
base casting or truck frame is of steel, 
to which is attached the wheels for 
transporting the machine underground; 
also the clamping device for securing 
the machine to the rails. This casting 
serves to support the rotating portion 
of the shovel, which revolves on a set 
of steel balls. This revolving member 
consists of two side frames that sup­
port the cylinder and arms of the 
dipper assembly. The power required 
for rotating is supplied by a small four- 
cylinder air engine attached to the base.
O n e  Cy l in d e r  G iv es  A l l  M o v e m e n t s

All the movements of the dipper arm 
assembly are supplied from one operat­
ing cylinder. This cylinder has a 10-in. 
diameter and 42-in. stroke, in which 
there are two pistons acting as one 
wften imparting the crowding motion 
or lifting motion to the dipper. For 
the digging and dumping motions, air 
is introduced between the pistons, 
which forces them apart and then by 
means of cables and links gives a 
positive and effective dipper action. 
The dipper when digging exerts m ost 
of its reaction against the floor of the 
mine, thus absorbing the pressure and 
preventing strains from being imparted 
to the frame of the machine. The 
dipper assembly is made of materials 
well suited for such severe service. 
Side arms are of heavy bar steel, but 
the design is such that strains en­
countered in digging are borne by the 
dipper and not by the arms.

C ars Ca n  B e -L oaded o n  A n y  T r a c k

The shovel is of the full-revolving 
type and will therefore load cars at 
either side or at the rear as desired. 
The compact design of the shovel per­
m its its use in drifts 5J x  7 ft., and 
its wide clean-up radius of 18 ft. 6 in. 
makes it suitable for use in large tun­
nels, rooms, and other underground
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workings. It can dig below grade in 
any direction and will load cars 48 in. 
or higher, and will leave the floor and 
corners clean.

Its air consumption is low, not ex­
ceeding 135 cu.ft. of air per minute at 
70 to 90 lb. pressure, according to the 
manufacturers. Large capacity is 
claimed for the shovel, inasmuch as the 
quarter-yard dipper is operated at a 
speed of 3 i passes a minute. In actual 
performance, under ordinary conditions, 
this means that it will handle from  
fifteen to thirty tons an hour. Tonnage, 
however, will depend on the specific 
gravity of the material handled.

S h o v el  I s E a s il y  T r a n spo r t ed

The shovel is light, weighing only
4,000 lb., and can, therefore, easily be 
transported about the mine on its 
roller-bearing wheels. It can be run or 
a mine cage 36x54 in. without disas­
sembling. If necessary, the operator’s 
platform, which extends 12 in. from the 
side, can be unshipped to reduce the 
width.

The two controls for the shovel’s 
movements are simple, convenient, and 
naturally positioned, according to the 
company. This makes it possible for a 
new operator to handle the shovel with­
out difficulty.

R o l l e r  B e a r in g s  T h a t  A d j u s t  

T h e m s e l v e s  o n  E a c h  T u r n
The bearing shown has at the bottom 

of its housing two oil wipers of copper, 
one at each end, to prevent oil drifting 
along the shaft and out of the bearing.

The two load collars are built wide, so 
as to carry a heavy load, and they are 
split and held together by long screws, 
so that the housing can be taken apart 
and re-set together over the shaft in a 
very short time. The collars have a 
groove in the middle for housing the 
steel spacing rings, which keep the 
rolls in their respective places and 
apart without friction, thus insuring 
smooth running.

It is claimed that no" end thrust is 
produced in these bearings, as the rolls 
readjust themselves on every turn, the 
two load collars that carry the rools 
being self-aligning in a vertical as well 
as in a horizontal direction. The lubri­
cation of this bearing is one of its par­
ticularly interesting features. The rolls 
rotate around their axes as well as 
around the shaft, and on each turn dip 
into the oil cellar, which actually cre­
ates an oil bath all around the shaft. 
The bearing described is manufactured 
by the Chandler Machine Co., of Ayer, 
Mass.

S c r e e n  I m p a r t s  V ib r a t io n  
T o  M a t e r ia l  S i f t e d

Another new model of vibrating 
screen has recently been added to those 
on the market by the Pittsburgh Coal 
Washer Co., of Pittsburgh, Pa. This is 
a so-called “vibratory” screen, the ac­
tion being attained by an eccentric shaft 
mounted in self-aligning ball-bearing 
pillow blocks, the eccentric connecting 
rods being carried on self-aligning  
ball bearings and attached to the screen- 
frame supports. Other details of the 
screen are as follows:

A screen cloth of suitable mesh is 
mounted on a steel frame, securely 
fastened to supporting members located 
outside the sheet-metal frame. These 
members are carried on four coil 
springs, which float the frame and 
permit it to vibrate freely under load.

Screen and Its Frame
P o s i t i v e  v i b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w i r e  c l o t h  

s c r e e n i n g  s u r f a c e  p r e v e n t s  c l o g g i n g .  L i g h t  
w e i g h t  a n d  p o s i t i v e  l u b r i c a t i o n  a s s u r e s  e a s y  
o p e r a t i o n .

Attached to each of the spring-sus­
pended supports at each side of the 
frame is a rigid connecting rod, the 
upper end of which is connected to the 
main driving shaft through the con­
necting-rod bearings.

Both the self-aligning main bearings 
and the connecting-rod bearings are 
equipped for high-pressure lubrication.

The screen cloth is made of sections 
of standard meshes and is attached to 
the screen frame in a manner which 
stretches and holds the cloth securely 
in place. The frame may easily be 
removed by taking out four bolts.

T rade L iterature
Cableways for Coal Storage and 

Reclaiming. Lidgerwood Mfg. Co., 
New York City. Bulletin No. 36. Illus­
trates and describes the system s in use 
at the Westport generating station of 
the Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & 
Power Co. of Baltimore and the Toronto 
super-power station.

Climax Engineering Co., Clinton, 
Iowa, recently published the following: 
Gasoline Power Units, portable and 
stationary types. Bulletin E., 11 pp. 
Electric Generators, Direct-Connected, 
Alternating and Direct Current, 20 to 
75 kw. Bulletin F, 6 pp. Centrifugal 
Pumps, Direct Driven. Bulletin G, 6 
pp. These are all 8 J x ll  in. and illus­
trated.

Steam Economy. Republic Flow  
Meters Co., Chicago, 111. Catalog No. 
S-33. Pp. 55; 8 £ x ll  in.; illustrated. 
Covers steam, water and gas meters, 
liquid level recorders and indicators, 
pyrometers, draft instruments, C02 
recorders and coal meters.

The Pyramid Grate. Pyramid Iron 
Products Corp., New York City. Pp. 
12; 8 i x l l  in.; illustrated. This grate is 
designed for the use of any size or kind 
of coal and can be installed in any size 
or type of boiler.

Brown Pyrometers. The Brown In­
strument Co., Philadelphia, Pa. Catalog 
15. Pp. 80; 8 x l0 i in.; illustrated. 
Recorders, new moisture-proof rotary 
switch, thermocouple protecting tubes, 
are some of the equipment illustrated 
and described.

Handling and Preparing Coal at the 
Mine. Link-Belt Co., Chicago, 111. Book 
No. 555. Pp. 72; 8 i x l l  in.; illustrated. 
Describes some of the preparation 
plants built by this company.

Direct-Injection Oil Engines for All 
Purposes. Ingersoll-Rand Co., New 
York City. Pp. 31; 8 i x l l  in.; illus­
trated. Describes the “PO” oil engines 
of 55, 110 and 150 hp.

Engberg’s Electric & Mechanical 
Works, St. Joseph, Mich., have issued 
bulletin No. 302B, supplement to catalog 
No. 302 covering vertical engines. Bul­
letin 302b contains horsepower tables. 
This company also has issued Bulletin 
No. 601, describing and illustrating the 
Engberg Direct and Alternating-Cur­
rent Generators and their application to 
internal combustion engines, and bul­
letin No. 801 covering Alternating Cur­
rent, Direct-Connected Generating Sets.

Crouse-Hinds Co., Syracuse, N. Y., 
has issued the following: Condulets for 
Grounding Service Wire and Conduit 
System. Bulletin No. 2089, four-page 
3£x6-in. folder, illustrated. Bulletin 
No. 2075, illustrating and describing 
their New Service Entrance Condulets.

Steel Cross Ties. Carnegie Steel Co., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Ninth edition. Pp. 45; 
5x8 in.; illustrated. Covers mine ties, 
ties for portable tracks and ties for 
steam and electric railroads.

Ernest E. Lee Co., Chicago, 111., has 
issued catalog 26, illustrating and des­
cribing the power plant equipment of 
the concerns the company represents. 
The book has 15 pp., is 8 £ x ll  in., illus­
trated.

Split Bearing 
B e i n g  s p i l t  

h o r i z o n t a l l y  t h i s  
b e a r i n g  i s  e a s i l y  
p u t  i n  p l a c e  o r  
r e m o v e d .  T w o  
o i l  w i p e r s  p r e ­
v e n t  o i l  d r i f t i n g  
a l o n g  s h a f t  a n d  
o u t  o f  b e a r i n g .


